




Camp Holmes March 31  1864st

Dear Sis.
Yr letter of 16  Inst reached me th

several days since, but as I had written Irene 
a short time before I deferred answering it un-
til now. I entirely concur in the propriety of yr
action in refraining to attend the party at P. Hill 
& I think it an evidence of heartlessness, to use
no harsher expression, in those who indulge in such 
ill timed gaiety. A heart & intellect capable of 
appreciating the mournfully terrible scenes through 
which we have passed, & of entertaining a faint 
apprehension of those shortly to be enacted, has no 
room for frivolities which are reprehensible in 
the sight of every earnest, sensible man & woman 
in our land, & as I verily believe highly sinful
in the sight of God - The apologists for such fes-
tive occasions may gloss them over to the delusion 
of the unwary, & silly minded, but their flimsy
excuses when brought to the tribunal of an en-
lightened, Christian conscience will not bear the 
test of scrutiny. The blood of our dearest & best has
been poured out like water upon the ensanguined 
fields of this revolution, & to all appearance the cur-
tain  is uplifting upon a Campaign which is to 
decide our destiny as freemen or abject slaves - Yet
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others of our loved ones may in the approaching 
struggle lay their lives upon their County’s altar, 
a sacrifice for her good - Amid such recollections,
& at a juncture so solemn, is it not mockery to 
be feasting & dancing? Can the blessings of Heaven 
be invoked by those apparently so indifferent to the 
chastisements of Providence - Have they not reason 
to fear a similar denunciation, that like “Ephraim
is joined to his idols, let him alone,” ? I regret that 
Uncle James did not succeed in paying off all my 
debts before the legislation of Congress made people chary
about taking the old currency. I desire once more to feel 
that I owe no man any thing. I intend sending Thos
a Turkey to morrow by a young man going up to the 
army - It is all I can get in the eating line, but as it 
will probably be the last opportunity of getting any thing 
to him before their winter qrs are broken up I will for-
ward it. Everything eatable here is ridiculously high, 
Butter $10 - chickens $8 - eggs $6 per doz, &c. I hope the
large funding of the old issue will exert a beneficial 
influence - Jonnie has returned to Va I presume. How
much money did he raise? I am under obligations 



for the delivery of the ambrotype. I suppose if A. visits my 
house it will be sufficient to set agog the speculations of 
the curious, & excite afresh the inquiries of those of our neigh-
bors who are always ready to take charge of other people’s bus-
iness. Have all the substitute men left? I  been
busier for the past two months than at any time since I 
have been in the State - I have no news of interest to write
My best love to Ma & Irene & kiss the children for me
Remember me kindly to the negroes.        Yr Bro
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