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TWENTY-SIXTH ALABAMA—(INFANTRY).

This regiment was organized at Tuscumbia in the summer
of 1861, and soon after went to Virginia. It was in camp of
instruction at Richmond during the fall and winter, and in
March 1862 was moved to Yorktown, and placed in the brig-
ade of Gen. Rains of Tennessee. It was under fire there for
six weeks, with few casualties. Gen. Jo. E. Johnston led the
regiment into position at Williamsburg, where its loss was in-
considerable. At Richmond it was placed in the brigade of
Gen. Rodes of Tuskaloosa—shortly atter re-organized so as
to embrace the Third, Fifth, Sixth, Twelfth, and Twenty-
sixth Alabama regiments—and lost 22 per cent. of its num-
ber in casualties at Seven Pines. The Twenty-sixth was
also hotly engaged at Gaines’ Mill, Frazier’s Farm, and Mal-
vern Hill, emerging from the effects of those terrible struggles
with only 300 of the 600 with which it entered, the others
havine gone down in the carnage of battle. The regiment
was in the van of the army as it moved over the Potomae,
and fought at Boonsboro and Sharpsburg, losing in those two
battles 10 killed and 45 wounded. Having wintered on the
Rappahannock, the Twenty-sixth was present at Fredericks-
burg. In the grand advance of Jackson’s corps at Chancel-
lorsville—Col. O'Neal leading the brigade—the regiment lost
very heavily, but its colors floated at thefront. It then movedé
into Pennsylvania, and took part in the battle of Gettysburg,"
with a loss of 7 killed, 58 wounded, and 65 missing. Retiring
with the army into Virginia, the Twenty-sixth skirmished at
Kelly’s Ford and Mine Run. During “the winter, the Ala-
bama legislature petitioned to have the regiment sent home
to recruit its thinned ranks, and it remained a short time at
Pollard. Ordered to Dalton in the spring of 1864, it was
placed in Cantey’s brigade, and lost gradually but largely in
the almost incessant battle from Dalton to Atlanta. Having
marched with Gen. Hood into Tennessee, the regiment was
badly cut up at Nashville, and only a remnant surrendered at
Greensboro, North Carolina, to which place it had been trans-
ferred with the forces.




" FIELD AND STAFF.

CoroNrLs.—Wm. R. Smith of Tuskaloosa ; resigned. E. A.
O’Neal ; wounded at Seven Pines, Boonsboro (;hancellorsvﬂle

LIEUPE\*WT CoLoNEL.—John . Garvm of Tuskaloosa ;
wounded at Chancellorsville and Franklin.

Majors.—R. D. Reddin of Fayette ; resigned.. D. T.
Bryan of Fayette.

Apjurant.—S. B. Moore of Madison.

CAPTAINS, AND COUNTIES FROM WHICH THE COMPANIES CAME.*

Faverre.—. .. . Moore ;resigned. E.M. Vandiver ; wounded
at Chancellorsville.

PAYETTE—.......... (Lieut. A. Thompson commanded.)

Fayerre.—. ... Newton; resigned. J. M. Harton.

Faverre.—D. M. Gideon.
Faverre.—H. H. Reid ; resigned. Sidney B. Smith.
MarioN.—D. F. Bryan; promoted. E. M. Turner

MARION.— Lefoy. STO0RY™ \
MarioN.—J. S. White ; resigned. J. W. Whitefe ~
Fsverre.—W. H. Lmd%ey 8 %C L
Fayerre —Elbert Leach. \Z 5
F. M. Smith, captain of sharpshooters. A

*After diligent effort, the author was obliged to give the line officers of
this regiment in a very imperfect form.



THE TWENTY-SIXTH ALABAMA INFANTRY.

The Twenty-sixth Alabama infantry was organized at
Tuscumbia in December, 1861. Its companies were
recruited from the counties of Fayette, Marion, Walker,
Winston, and the upper portions of Tuscaloosa county.

While yet in camp of instruction at Tuscumbia, two of
its companies, under the command of Maj. John S. Gar-
vin, were ordered to Fort Donelson, where they were cap-
tured; but, being released, rejoined their command in the
spring, the regiment having in the meantime been trans-
ferred to the army of Northern Virginia and attached to
Rodes’ brigade of immortal memory, and served under
Stonewall Jackson and R. E. Lee.

Many of the officers had already seen service in the
Fifth Alabama, Colonel Rodes, and they were glad to be
associated with their old command.

From the siege of Yorktown, April 5 to May 3, 1862,
in which it took part, until the close of the war, the regi-
ment was always in the battle front and won imperish-
able renown. It fought in the battles around Richmond.
The regiment was led in the battle at Williamsburg, May
5th, by Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. It was distinguished
at Seven Pines, May 3ist and June 1st. It fought at

Mechanicsville, June 26th; Gaines’ Mill, June 27th and
28th; Frayser’s Farm, ]une 3oth; Malvern Hill, July 1st.

In these engagements nearly half the regiment were
killed or wounded. It was in the van of the army when
it moved over the Potomac, and fought at Booasboro,
September 15th, and at Sharpsburg, September 17th.
At Fredericksburg, December 13th, it displayed its accus-
tomed valor, and led by Lieutenant-Colonel Garvin, its
gallant Colonel O’Neal being in command of the brigade, (
it shared the honor with the Fifth Alabama of being the
first to charge and win the enemy’s works at Chancellors-
ville, capturing three batteries. Forced to fall back, it
lost its colors, but returning, drove the enemy back and
recovered them. The praise of the Twenty-sixth was on
every tongue and every report teemed with commenda-
tion of its valor. It was at Gettysburg, July 1 to 3, 1863;
Kelly’s Ford, August 1st; and Mine Run, November
26th to 28th.



In the spring of 1864, the regiment was ordered on
special duty to Dalton, Ga., and afterward assigned to
General Johnston’s command. It took part in the
Atlanta campaign, always preserving its reputation and
winning fresh laurels with every battle. The regiment
was in Tennessee with Hood and was badly crippled at
Nashville, only a small remnant being left to surrender
at Greensboro, N. C.

Its colonels were William R. Smith, who resigned his
commission to take a seat in the Confederate Congress;
Edward A. O’Neal, afterward brigadier-general and
twice elected governor of Alabama, a gallant officer who
was wounded at Seven Pines, Boonsboro and Chancellors-
ville.

The lieutenant-colonels were John S. Garvin, William
H. Hunt and William C. Reeder; the majors, R. D. Red-
den and David F. Bryan. Lieutenant-Colonel Garvin was
wounded at Chancellorsville and Franklin. Capt. Sid-
ney B. Smith was wounded seven times. Capt. Thos.
Taylor and Lieut. R. K. Wood were killed at Chancellors-
ville; Lieuts. John Fowler and W. L. Branyon were
killed at Gettysburg.



EXTRACTS FROM OFFICIAL WAR RECORDS.

Vol. VII—(137) Alabama battalion, Major Garvin, a
detachment of the Twenty-sixth regiment, mentioned
among the troops at Fort Henry, February 12, 1862, by
General Tilghman. (148-150) Mentioned in Colonel Hei-
man’s report of fall of Fort Henry and surrender of Fort
Donelson. (358-364) Report of Gen. Bushrod Johnson of
capture of Fort Donelson, mentions two companies of
Twenty-sixth Alabama in Colonel Drake’s brigade,
among the troops surrendered February 16th.

Vol. XI, Part 2—(484) In Rodes brigade, Hill’s divis-
ion, Stonewall Jackson’s corps, during the engagements
around Richmond. (505) Medical director reports 18
killed and 109 wounded, June 26 to July 1, 1862. (625)
General Hill’s report of battle of Gaines’ M111 June 27th,
says that the Fifth and Twenty-sixth captured a battery
in their front. He also quotes from General Rodes’
report. (630-633) General Rodes’ report of same battle
says: ‘‘The Fifth and Twenty-sixth Alabama were espe-
cially distinguished for their great courage; no troops
ever acted better;’’ also says: ‘‘The Fifth and Twenty-
sixth always in the lead, under its brave Colonel O’Neal."”’
Gives in list of casualties, 4 killed, 28 wounded, at Gaines’
Mill; 13 killed, 73 wounded, at Malvern Hill. (634, 635)
General Gordon's report of battle of Malvern Hill calls
especial attention to the conduct of Col. E. A. O’Neal;
gives casualties, 10 killed, 76 wounded. (638) Mentioned
in Col. B. B. Gayle’s report of Gaines’ Mill. /

Vol. XI, Part 3— (393) The Twenty-sixth Alabamak
Colonel Smith, ordered to report to General Magruder at
Yorktown, March 24, 1862. (404) Magruder informed
that Twenty-sixth Alabama, unarmed, will join him at
Yorktown and be armed by him. (427) General Wilcox
informed that the Twenty-sixth Alabama, Colonel O’Neal,
will be sent to reinforce Yorktown, April 7th. (482) Two
hundred and eighty-three strong within post at Yorktown,
April zoth. (533) In Rains’ brigade, Johnston’s com-
mand, May 21st. (650) In Rodes’ brigade, Stonewall
Jackson’s command, July 23d.

Vol. XIX, Part 1—(808) In Rodes’ brigade, Jackson’s



corps, army of Northern Virginia, September, 1862.
(1018-1030) General Hill’s report of Maryland campaign
makes several mentions, and says that Colonel O’Neal,
who was wounded at Seven Pines, was again wounded at
South Mountain and Sharpsburg, and Major Redden,
wounded at South Mountain; says that these officers are
especially deserving of mention. (1033-1039) General
Rodes’ report of battles of Boonsboro and Sharpsburg
refers several times to regiment.

Vol. XXI— (541) Assignment as above, July, 1862.
(560) Medical director reports 4 wounded, battle of Fred-
ericksburg. (1073) Assignment as above, December zoth.

No. 39—(792) Assignment as above, May, 1863. Com-
manders, Col. E. A. O’Neal, Lieut.-Col. John S. Garvin
and Lieut. M. J. Taylor. (8o7) Medical director reports
13 killed, 85 wounded, battle of Chancellorsville, May 4,
1863. (939-950) In General Rodes’ report he praises the
regiment in high terms: ‘‘In this charge the gallant
Lieut.-Col. John S. Garvin fell desperately wounded,
inside the works.”” Casualty returns, 1z killed, 77
wounded. Capt. Thomas Taylor and Lieut. R. K. Wood
killed. (950-953) Col. Edward A. O’Neal’s report of oper-
ations of Rodes’ brigade from April 2g9th to May 6th.
(954,955) Col. J. M. Hall's report of battle of Chancellors-
ville says: *‘ Justice demands that I should mention Lieut.-
Col. John S. Garvin, commanding the Twenty-sixth
Alabama, who was severely, if not mortally, wounded
while gallantly leading his regiment, and giving the high-
est evidence of that coolness and skill which should ever
characterize the true soldier.”” (958, 959, 961) Mentioned
in Capt. T. M. Riley’s and Samuel B. Pickens’ reports.
(964,965) Col. John S. Garvin’s report notices the bravery /
and gallantry of Maj. D. F. Bryan and the bravery off.
Lieuts. John Fowler and Willis Keenum; also the gal- \
lantry of Mr. G. M. Reek, a guest, who entered the
ranks as private and did good service. (965,966) Report
of Lieut. M. J. Taylor (commanding regiment after the
lieutenant-colonel and major were wounded) says: ‘It is
hard to say who acted the most noble part. Some among
the bravest fell at the redoubts.”” (1053) Roll of honor,
battle of Chancellorsville: First Lieut. E. S. Stuckey,
Company B; Privates L. Walters, A; Jos. H. Bounds,
B; Sergt. J. H. Lockwill, C; Privates J. C. Pennington,
D; Joseph Munsel, E; James H. Dowdle, F; Corp.



Jesse Parsons, G; Private D. H. Spraddle, H; Sergt.
B. Butler, I; Private B. F. Smith, K.

No. 44—(287) O’Neal’s brigade, Rodes’ division, army
of Northern Virginia, July, 1863. Lieut.-Col. John C.
Goodgame commanding brigade. (332, 342) Medical
director reports 5 killed, 41 wounded, battle of Gettys-
burg, July 1st, 2d and 3d. Regimental reports give total
loss 130. (545-553) Mentioned several times in General
Rodes’ report. (563) Lieuts. John Fowler and W. L.
Branyon killed at Gettysburg. (592,593) Col. E. A. O’Neal
says: ‘“‘On July 23d, about 3 o’clock, the Fifth, Sixth and
a part of the Twenty-sixth Alabama regiments, with the
corps of sharpshooters, under Major Blackford, assisted
in repelling three separate and distinct charges of the
enemy.”’ (6o1,602) Col. John C. Goocdgame says: ‘‘I was
detailed to take command of the Twenty-sixth Alabama
regiment on June 26th at Chambersburg, Pa.” Gives
loss, 7 killed, 58 wounded.

No. 48—(399, 818) Battle’s brigade, Rodes’ division,
Second army corps, Lee’s army, September and October,
1863. (412) The Bristoe, Va., campaign; casualties,
3 wounded. (891) Mentioned by Maj. A. Proskaner in
his report of battle at Mine Run, November 26th and
27th.  (892,893) Col. J. S. Garvin’s report of same.

No. 58—(629) Letter from General Polk to Colonel
Jack, January 28, 1864, says that ‘‘O’Neal’s Alabama
regiment is to go to Montgomery.’’ (726) Special order, .
No. 36—Colonel Swanson’s regiment will form part of
Battle’s brigade to relieve Colonel O’Neal’s regiment of
same brigade.

No. 60o—(1133,1134) Reply to General Lee, January 31,
1864, to Hon. Thomas J. Foster and others, who ask that
the Twenty-sixth be transferred to that State: ‘‘This
regiment has done most excellent service and is worthy
of any compliment the State can bestow upon it. I do
not see how the good of the service can be promoted by
detaching this regiment and breaking up a veteran bri-
gade which has just set the glorious example in this
army of re-enlisting for the war. . . . If Colonel O’'Neal
desires duty in some other army, I will interpose no
objection. . . . I havea just appreciation of his gallantry
and worth. . . . General Rodes’ whole division acted at
Chancellorsville with distinguished gallantry.” (1149)
Joint resolution of thanks from Congress te Battle’s bri-



gade, February 6, 1864. [See Extracts under Third
regiment.] (1176) General Winder, February 15, 1864,
orders Colonel O’Neal’s regiment to furnish guards to
convey prisoners to Camp Sumter, Ga.

No. 66— (484, 487) General Cooper, May 14, 1864,
orders Twenty-sixth Alabama, then at Andersonville, to
be sent to Dalton. (496) Twenty-sixth Alabama has left
Andersonville for Montgomery, May 22d, before order to
go to Richmond arrived.

No. 67—(1024) Reported as belonging to Battle’s bri-
gade, Rodes’ division, army of Northern Virginia, May,
1864.

No. 68—(1011) Twenty-sixth Alabama, Colonel O’Neal,
ordered to proceed immediately to Richmond, May 15,
1864.

No. 74—(646, 653, 665, 671) In Cantey’s brigade, army
of Mississippi, June to August, 1864. (940) Colonel
O’Neal (commanding brigade), reporting battle of June
27th, says: ““The enemy attempted to charge our line of
skirmishers commanded by Capt. Sid. B. Smith, but did
not succeed in approaching more than from 3o to 100
yards and were handsomely driven back. In this affair
we had none killed and but 8 wounded. Captain Smith,
his officers and men behaved with great gallantry and
firmly held their line.”” (941,942) Colonel O’'Neal’s report
of engagement at Peachtree Creek, July zoth, gives
loss 279 killed, wounded and missing. (942,943) Colonel
O’Neal’s report of engagement, July 28th, says: “‘I can-
not close this report without acknowledging my obliga-
tions to Capt. Sid. B. Smith, acting on my staff.”’ List of
casualties, which was large, not found.

No. 75—(704, 728, 762) Col. E. A. O’Neal ordered to
report with his regiment to General Johnston.

No. 93—(666) In Cantey’s brigade, General Shelley com-
manding, Walthall’s division, army of Tennessee, Gen.
J. B. Hood commanding, December 10, 1864.

No. 100—(773) General order, No. 13, April g, 1865,
leaves regiment in Shelley’s brigade, near Smithfield,
N.-C.

No. 104—(1134) Gen. P. D. Roddey, March zo, 1865,
says he had requested transfer of regiment to his com-
mand. R
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Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.

2% Ala. Inf.Regt.

Lb

Gompanies

"~ from Fayette county. _Captains: Jemes H. Moore, re-

signed; . M, Vandiver, wounded at Chancellorsville,

"-from Fayette county. Captains:I. H. Sanders; Lieut.
A. Thompson commended.

. ", Payette county. Captmins: %. B, Newton, resigned;
J. M. Harton.

D.

"- from Fayette county. CagggjnB;\M. Gideon.

*, from Fayette eounty. _Ca tékns» H. H. Reid, resigned;

Sidney B. Smith.

promoted; W, M. Turner.

*, from Mar ion county.. Captains: Lefoy.

"

y from Marion county. _Captains: J, S, White, resigned;
J. W, White. Coxxx®xx

-~

2- from Fayette county. _Captainst W, H, Lind~
sey . :

*, from Fayette county. _Captains:®ltert Leach.

Co.G, "Jemison Guards"- from fyosKaleosa county. _ Captains:A. B, Favor.

Co. of Sharpshooters. Captain: F, M, Smith.
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26 Ala.Inf.Rezt.

Field and staff

Colonels.- Wm. R. smith of Tuscaloosa county, resigned; Bdward A, 0'Neal,
wounded at Seven Pines, Boonsboro snd Chancellorsville.

Lieutenant colonels.- John S, Garvin of Tuscalcosa county, wounded at
Chancellorsville and Franklin; Wm. F. Hunt; Wm. C. Reeder.

Majors.- R. D. Reddin of Fayette county, resigned; David F. Bryen of Fay-
ette county; Wm, C. Recder; John S, Garvin

Surgeons.~-
Chaplain,=-

As O 8.=

A, Q. M.~

Ad jutants.- S. R. Moore of Madison county.

3gt. Major.-

Q. M. Sgt.~

Ordnance 3gt.-
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List of Casualties in Rodes' Bripgade in the Engagements

at Boonsbora' and Sharpsburg, Md., on the 1l4th and
17th of Sept. 1862,

26TH ALABAMA REGIMENT, COL. E. A, O'NEAL, COMMANDING,
SHEPT, 14.

Pield and Staff--Wounded: Col. O0'Neal, in thigh and
face; Major R. D. Reddin, slightly in head.

Company A--Capt. Vandiver commanding. Wounded: Sergt.
W.8.Ennis, Corpl. J. E. Ayers. Privates W. Hill, F. M. Black,
¢. H. Moore, C. M. Fostenblory, S.A,McGinnis.--Missing: W.M.
Norman, J. C. Gesly, A. D. Kelly, James Townsend.

Company B--Lieut., A. Thompson cormmanding, Killed: Cor-
poeral W, T, Ridout--Wounded: Corporal J. Bounds; private
Y. Thrift.

Company C--Lieut. F. M. Treadway commanding. Wounded:
Sergt. ¢. P. Taylor.--Private M., C. Smith, J. P. Garrison.

Company D--Lieut. David Ballinger commanding. Killed:

Serg'ts. J. P. Gideon, 0. A. Ayersy/AP0¥p), D. M. Robimson.

g &2
>

Wounded: D. W. Wheeler.

Reed.

Company F--Capt_  Turner commanding. Killed: Corporal
I. C. Lively.

Company G--~Lieut, W. D. Goree cormanding. Killed: W,H,
Parson. Wounded: T. L. Forrester.

Company H--Capt. White commanding. Killed: Private J.L.
Robison. Wounded: Corp. H.W. Miller; privates S. P. Brown, J. C.
Hill, McD. Howell, H. T, McCoy, H. L. Tucker. Missing: H.J.
Glasscock, M.M., Prasier.

Company I--Capt, Lindsey cormanding. Killed: J. H.

Davis, Wounded: P.I.Gilpin,B.Davis,¥W.VW,Sikes,A,.Beard,J.W.Jones,

Company K--Capt, Smith commanding.--Killed: J.P.Smith,
Wounded: Captain F.M,Smith; Sergeant F.W,Smith;Corp.M.C.J.

Camp; privates J.B.Hudson, W.W.Smith, W. P. Smith,

T,

s U SIS - L e RN,
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September 17th.

Company A-~Wounded, Capt. H H Reed, slightly in
breast; privates A. Peters, W.G. Baker, 3.W. Lane, J. Gain.

Company C--Wounded: J. Tucker, mortally, J. H. Lock=
well.

Company D--Wounded: Corp. W. A. Crawford. Missing:
J. D. Williams.

Company G--Wounded: Serg't Geo. Collins.,

Company H--Killed: private J. C. Weaver; wounded: L.
D. Turmon.

Company K--wounded: T. B. Williams.

-=From ¥rg, M. L. Kirkpatrick's Scrapbook,‘761. -
p. 259,
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William J. Martin.
-To the Worshipful Master, Wardens
- and Brotiiers of Guin Lodge No. 473,

A. B & AL M. :

This lodge has been called upon to
mourn the loss and pay tribute te the
| memory of Brother William J. Martin,
wio-hias worn the honogs and who won
the love and respect of ‘the rraternity.
| Brother Martin was borg July —, 1823,
J|and died December 29, 1895, aged 73

years. At his country’s first call in the

| war between the States he hastened
to the front as a. member of Company.
Hh Pwendy-Sixth Alabama Voluntéers; |
\.." iith which troops he served
_eétioa until the star of the

rwoat dawt Tn gloonr o ise

He was in 16 sérious engage-

«des a number of battles of

Atter surrendering his sword

aed to the home he left. some

_~ars before with the scars of the
—.:lets in his body, baretooted and al-
most starved and tatigued to death,
he once more greeteddi (e and chil-

survivors of “hi
when mustered in UsCUID
in 1861. Several years ago he became
a Mason; the exact date we have nob
got before” us, but during all of his|
sticeeeding vearswassa zealons member
of the fraternity. In hischarch- rela-
tionshin he was equally faithful and
=dirom his early muqhood he
s . 7 1 A

zen; Lat™
hope, for we feel that he
over the river to _a happier home on
the other shore. Hé ever remembered
vows he took upon himseif when
* passed the,mystic portals of
'nic vemple, and conbtinuously
“the virtues of temperance,
‘pd brotherly love, remem-
:ys the duty he owed to his
untry and hi.mseif,, until at
WOrk on- earbh being accom-
_J God’s finger touched him and
| ne sleeps, and we doubt not that in
the glorious morn of the resurrection
he will arise refreshed as.:one who has
been awakened from pleasant slumbers.
His virtues and his faithtfulness let us
emulate, and. let us keep the memory
of his good deeds green in our hedrts
while we plant the acacias of immor-
tality upon his grave., -
Fraternally submitted:
‘ W. H: MATTHEWS,
M. . AKERS, , ,
J. H. RiLey, - |
Committee,,

G (TR LT,
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