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“Present and Past in Cradle of Dixie”

THE CHARACTERS

(Southern Girls)

Elinore Harrison Margaret Hubbard
Elizabeth Hastings Elizabeth Coleman
Zelda Marshall , Ida Parrish
Helen Parks Annie Laurie
(Northern Boys)
Bertram C. Lawton T. Brannon Hubbard
George Freeman C. A. Case
Harold Doubleday William Hurter
Francis McGrath R. C. B. Hartley

Col. William Fairfax Harrison, grandfather of Elinore
Hon. M. B. Houghton

Hon. Emmet O’Neal, Governor of Alabama by himself
Dr. Thomas M. Owen Master of Ceremonies
Jefferson Davis R. Tyler Goodwyn
Mrs. Jefferson Davis Mrs. W. L. Durr
Alexander H. Stephens Terry T. Greil
Howell Cobb Clifford Lanier
L. P. Walker. Gaston Gunter
Robert Toombs W. A. Jordan
Judah P. Benjamin : E. J. Meyer
Dr. Basil Manly Dr. Charles A. Stakely
Governor A. B. Moore C. B. Teasley
William L. Yancey John Pelham
Gov. Thomas H. Watts Daniel W. Troy
Judge John B. Phelan Dr. Robert Goldthwaite
Robert Noble (Mayor of Montgomery)..................W. A. Gunter, Jr.
Judge A. B. Clitherall Walter B. Jones
Margaret Davis Juliet Ruth
Master Jeff Davis Master W. B. Kelly
Miss Letitia Tyler. Miss Olivia O’Neal
A Confederate soldier Capt. Paul Sanguinetti

“PRESENT AND PAST IN CRADLE OF DIXIE”

The audience is asked to keep in mind that the story of “Present and
Past in the Cradle of Dixie” deals with Montgomery of today and Mont-
gomery of fifty years ago. The historic, or “memory pictures,” are a
re-enactment of actual scenes in history. The other scenes describe a
modern romance.

Elinore Harrison (Miss Margaret Hubbard), who is the idol of her
grandfather, Col. William Fairfax Harrison (Hon. M. B. Houghton) has
been to school in New England and a Boston young man, Bertram C.
Lawton (Dr. T. Brannon Hubbard), forms an attachment for her. Law-
ton and three of his Northern friends, George Freeman (C. A. Case),
Harold Doubleday (William H. Hurter) and Francis MacGrath (R. C. B.
Hartley), come South upon invitation of Elinore to attend a house party
at her home, “Morningview.”

The picture opens with the arrival at the Union railway station of
Lawton and his three friends. They are met at the station by Elinore
and three of her girl friends, Elizabeth Hastings (Miss Elizabeth Cole-
man), Zelda Marshall (Miss Ida Parrish) and Helen Parks (Miss Annie
Laurie). Automobiles are in waiting and the scene shows the four cou-
ples leaving the station with a number of prominent Montgomery men
and women in the immediate foreground. “Billiken,” the little negro
porter of the Gay-Teague Hotel, carries the baggage to the waiting

. automobiles. The party in automobiles are shown passing through Court

Square, the Capitol grounds, Perry street, passing the beautiful homes
of Col. R. F. Ligon and Louis B. Farley and the arrival at “Morning-
view” where they are received by Col. Harrison (Mr. Houghton).

The next series of pictures describe the party of boys and girls see-
ing Montgomery. They enter automobiles at “Morningview,” and are
seen leaving the Executive Mansion on Perry street with Mrs. O’Neal and
Miss Olivia O’Neal waving to them from the portico. From the steps of
the State Capitol the couples view the city in panorama by the use of
binoculars. Then follows one of the most remarkable series of moving
pictures ever made. The audience is permitted to follow a sweeping
picture of the entire city of Montgomery, the effect being that of view-
ing the panorama through glasses.

The date is February 18, 1911, and the people of Montgomery are
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of Jefferson Davis as President of
the Confederate States. The Montgomery girls take the visiting boys
to the Capitol to participate in the exercises. From this point until near
the close of the picture the scenes are historic and as accurate as possi-
ble. Governor O’Neal appears on the portico as the chief speaker, with
Dr. Thomas M. Owen, as Master of Ceremonies. The Governor is intro-
duced by Dr. Owen amid the cheers of thousands of citizens. The speech
of the Governor reviews the stirring scenes that were enacted in Mont-
gomery just prior to the War between the States. The pictures then fade
into these scenes of fifty years ago undertaking to show those incidents
which the Governor describes. The audience is asked at this point to let




its mind run back fifty years and follow the pictures in this order: Dis-
cussion of Secession in the office of Governor Moore, Formation of the
Confederate Government in the Senate Chamber, Adoption of the Con-
stitution in the Senate Chamber, Alexander H. Stephens (Terry T.
Greil) takes the oath of office as Vice-President, Jefferson Davis (R.
Tyler Goodwyn) arrives at the Capitol and passes through lines of sol-
diers. With Howell Cobb (Clifford A. Lanier) presiding, Dr. Basil Manly
(Rev. C. A. Stakely) invokes Divine blessing, Mr. Davis takes the oath,
kisses the Bible, and the assembled multitude, in old-fashioned dress,
applauds as he begins his inaugural address. There is a close view of
the cannon being fired and Miss Letitia Tyler (Miss Olivia 0’Neal) hoists
the Confederate flag to the dome of the Capitol.

The scene then shifts to the old “White House of the Confederacy”
on Lee street, showing the arrival of Mr. Davis, Mrs. Davis (Mrs. W. L.
Durr), Master Jeff Davis (W. B. Kelly, Jr.) and Margaret Davis (Juliet
Ruth). The party is received by scores of Montgomery women in the
dress of the period and children scatter flowers in t.heir way.

The cabinet meeting is shown with Mr. Davis surrounded by Mr. Ste-
phens (Terry Greil), L. P. Walker (Judge Gaston Gunter), Robert

_Toombs (W. A. Jordan), Judah P. Benjamin (E. J. Meyer) and other his-

toric figures. The order to fire on Fort Sumter is adopted and the scene
fades back to February 18, 1911, with Governor O’Neal concluding his
speech and the four couples of young people enter motor cars, and drive
away. -4

At the Country Club the visiting boys and the Montgomery girls are
shown playing golf for a championshkip cup which is awarded to Elinore
(Miss Hubbard) by the President of the Club (Bruce Kennedy) while
the party of young people cheer.

The scene shifts to “Morningview” that evening where scores of
Montgomery young people are shown dancing on the lawn. Bertram
(Dr. Hubbard) and Elinore (Miss Hubbard) leave the party and are
shown strolling through the grape arbor to a cosy nook where he pro-
poses and they decide to ask the consent of her grandfather, Col. Har-
rison (Mr. Houghton). Grandfather is appalled at the prospect of his
little girl marrying a Northern man and drives Bertram away from his
home. Bertram is seen later dejected at his position. “Morningview”
is shown on fire with the girls in a frenzy at a second story window.
Bertram rushes across the lawn and into the house. A marvelous pic-
ture is then shown of the Montgomery Fire Department dashing to the
scene through Madison avenue, with Fire Chief Browder leading. As
the firemen rush into the house the girls are shown jumping from the
window while Bertram bears Elinore from the burning house claspad in
his arms.

Col. Harrison (Mr. Houghton) decides that the Northern man is not
such a bad fellow after all and the concluding picture shows Elinore and
Bertram standing on either side of grandfather, who consents and gives
them his blessing.

GRAND THEATRE—WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
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