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WHEREAS, in the years gone by many Alabamians have found homes in other :
Stztes, end some beyond the confines end boundaries of eany of the United States, and

WHEREAS, they must ever have & longing to look again upon old scenes end old
faces and renew in actusl associstion the sweet memories of other days, I am
moved to extend these wanderers en invitation to cdme homee

THERFFORE, they are invited and urgently requested to return to Alabama for
the week beginningOctober the 15th, 1906, the days of which will be known as Home
Gomeing Weeke |

Theso self exiles will find the fielde they knew more fruitful now; the once
pine groves given over to e(')tton, corn and other cereazls; and vast tracte of the
then wneultiveted soil responding handsomely to the touch of the tillers They will
find thet we are muking the price of pig iron for the world, and that sted is pro=
duced in lsrge quantities, both industries comparetively new.o They will find
hives of industry,in the great mineral belt, undreemed of a few years &ago, while
a mearvé lous prosperity from border to border lights up every community and elmost
every homee

Come hanee You will find some oldfaces that will brighten at your presmce;
You will miss some other faces that have gone to a home beyond the power of this
proclemation to reach; Tears for themd

You have eheanged your allegiance but not your agfectionse The sentiments of
your younger years csnnot be outgrowne Give them play and come back to the friends
you left by the laving sea; along that middle xkmkek stretch known as the bleck
belt; come back to your friends of thehillsl. From side to side and end o end
of the grest State you will receive a welcome which shell be as full as &re our
abundent harvésts, as gracious &s is our sweb climste and &s rich as are the
werm impulses of our heartse

S8ince it is necesssry o fix upon some central point for the main celebra=
tiom, it ie ordered that Biminghem shall be such point; It is suggested, how
ever, thst the local authorities prepare a home caming festival in their respece
tive counties. ‘:'

I TESI‘\IMONY wxmmur { Nave heretunto set my neme and caused the great seal
of the State of Alsbemx 46 be effixed, at the Capital st Montgomery, this the 20th
day of August, A- De, 1906e
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