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PROCLAMATION

Whereas by an act of Congress passed on the 8d of March 1817,
entitled, ™ an act %o establish a separste territorial govermnment" for
the eastern part of the Mississippi Territory, " it is providedn", that
all that part of the Mississippi Territory which lies within the following
boundaries, to wit : Beginning at the péint vwhere the line of the thirty
first degree of north latitude intersects the Perdido river, then east to

the western boundary line of the state of Georgia, thence slong s=id line

to the southern bound=ry line to the State of Tennessee, thence west along

said boundry line to tbe Tennessee river, thence up the seme to the mouth
of Bear Creek, thence by a direct line to the north west corner of Washington
county, thence due south to the Gulph of Mexico , thence eastwsrdly including

all the islands within six leagues of the shore, to the Perdido’fiver, and
thence up the same river to the beginning, shall for the purpose of a tem~

porary givernment, constitute a separate territory and be called " Alabama" ,

and that the Govermor ™ shall immediately after entering into office, convene
at the town of St. Stephens, such of the members of the Legislative Council
and House of Representatives of the Mississippi Territory, as may then be the
Representatives from the several counties within the limits of the Territory
to be established by this act™,

Therefore, I William w.Bibb, Governor of the Territory of Alabama,
do appoint Mondey the 19th day of Januery next, for the meeting -t the town

of St. Stephens of the aforesaid members of the Legislative Council =nd
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House of Representatives, hereby requiring them respectively, then =nd
there to assemble, in order to receive such communications =s mey be mede

to them, and to consult =nd determine on such measures =s in their wisdom

may be deemed meet for the welfare of the Territory.

Given under my hand, at the town St. Stephens, the twelfth

day of December one thousand eight hundred and seventeen.
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Gantlemen of the uegislatl?e Gouncil, ang, of the fouse of R‘bpresevztatives'

1 beg J{ave to tender to you my conmfulations on the first meeting of t.qe
general Assembly of the Adszbama ﬁrerri torye

The cii‘cum‘stances of our country under which you have convenod, present

a most gratifying spectacle, and claim our most devout gratitude. Thile the

habitation of man in many portions of the Iarth, is the residence of pfoverty,

 tiny of the Terrttory for which you are called to Legislate, we cammot fail to

oppression and wretchedness, thec people of cur highly favored nation, are in the
tranquil enjoyment of every blessinge <che rights of persons and of property.
are carefully protected; and alike cpen to all, is the roed fo wealth and fame,
and public honorss At peace (except with a part of our Indisn neighbors) ahd
prosperous beyond exarple, we may review with pride the scones of war which are
past, and indulge the most pleasing anticipations of the future; T‘ne'high des=
contemplate with peculiar satisfactions Anmple in extent, abounding in navigable
waters, and rich in the advantages of soil and clirrnte; the period canmot be

dm distant, when the haunts of the savage will become the dwelling place of

“E—i,'v_i-ﬂzed men; and the forests of the wilderness be converted into fruitful fieldse

I am pursuaded,(‘,enéleman, that in the discharge of your duties, you will
find the strongest incentives to cultivate harmony among yoursslves, and o af=
ford to the country thus dis‘ingudshed by the bounty of Providence, all the bene=
fits of which it is susceptibles Tou will not be unmindful that the diffusion b

of knowledge and correct abits among the peopls, and wholesome laws impartislly

and rigidly executed, are. essential to our hoppiness and prosperitys To promole
those cbjects =m it is inportanty-lste That schools and the means of education
should be provided and encouraged, to the extent of your powers; and 2d That rew
garding a proper sconory with due reference to the o'bvious‘q;e'preciati‘on in the
excha_ngeable value of money; sufficient cdnxpensation should'_‘:i'e‘ allowed tc those

who may devo%e their time and talents to the public, to ensure the services .of

competent mene Parsimony in that respect, is not economy: nor is it calcul-’.téc!'to,

A

plece your offices equally within the reach ©f the rich & the poors Worth and
capecity are not exclusively confined to those who can submit to pecuniary sacri= _Y
fi‘ceé for public hdﬂors‘ They are to be found in every class of society, énd it ds
the course of wisdom that such provision should be‘ mciie:‘, as will render the publviclé

service acceptable to the meriftorious in every situation of 1ifee
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Permit me to recommend to the attention o7 the Tegislature the subject of

Vroads, ferries and bridges. The strength"of a country consists in its popula=-

tion; and it is specially the intgrest of this Territory to invite emigration
hither, by furnishing every possible facility of commmication, I am aware howev-
or that under existing circumstances, the object cannot be wholly altalned witﬁout
the interposition of the United Statese

Your attention will doubtless be directed at an early period of your
session to the Act of Congress establish the Alebama Territorys It is with you
to mnke the necassary provisions respecting the seal and accommodation of the
Governmente To yoit also helongs the power" of electinz a Delegate to Congress,
and of nominating :_six persons.to the President of the United States, three of whon
are to be selocted by him for members of tho Legislative Councile I have morsover,
to appriss you that Roberi Beatty,Esqs has resigned his seat in that bodye

Tt will not =scape your observation, that some provisions in regard to
reprosentation in the House of represantatives, tosethef with 2 eul table modifi=-
cation of ths laws, and re-organization of the offices within vour contrdl, are
randarsd indispens.t'ble. And I apprehend vou may also deem it advisable, to changé
the boundaries of some of the existing comtieé, by creating new counties or
otherwisee Under that impression; I have abstained from filling appointmentis
within the scope of my authority; for the burpose of awaiting the result of
your delibe rationse Umacquaintéd, indeed, with the present civil and military
arrangements, and wi thout' the means of ascertaining who ars in office, except

by application to the former executive, delay in that respect has heen unavoida-

blee

On the 21st of n'ecember last I received a cormmnication from linjeGenoral
gaines, requesting that two companies of militia might be attached for the defence
of a part of our éo_uthem frontiers A detachment has been ordered accordingly
to Fort Crawford, for two months service; and now constitute a part of the
Gensral's commande

1t has heen representad to me that the Convention.of lMississippl have for=
warded a petition to Congress, soliciting an en;argernent of that state, by limit-
ing the boundary of this Territory Lo the Torbeckhbs rivere I consider the decis=
ion of that question highly important to .ths people wiose interestis are eo;nmitted
to our carse The present line of partition has been deliberately fixed by the
compejtent authorities, and voluntarily accepied by the inhabitants of the Statee

They have exercised the exclusive privilege of framing a Government for themselves;




3,

a privilege, which, I trust, will not be denied to our B féllow-citlzezm. Nor
do I perceive any just grounds for the proposed change, or any advantapes ihat
c.an result from ite Ths improvement of the navization of our Rivers is a
subject o.!‘ the highest interest; and when aqually the business of separate states,
it is always difficult, if not impracticable, to obtain the necessary concert o
for. offecting the objects

I would further submit 4o vour consideration the propriety of adopting meas=-
ures during your present session, ‘for ascertaining previously to the next meetbing
of the peneral Assenbly, the nunher of inhabitants within our 1imits.

My acquaintance with ths affairs of the Territory, necessarily imperfoct
as it is, does not snable me to detall particular defects in the law, or to
specify the appropriate remediess Such as occur Lo me will constitute the sub-
ject of a future nessagee 1 have however, the satisfaction to know, that the
1egislative concerns ars in the hands of those whose intelligence and patriote
ism furnish a sure guarantes 1for- a judicious and faithful performence of their
dutisse And I beg you to be assured that évery aid which it may he in my power
to contribute; will be cheerfully renderede

WlleWeBIBBe

SteStephens ,20the June1818,

[Journal of the Legislative Countil of the Alabams TerritoryiFirst
session of the wirst (leneral Asserbly,in the forty third year of American Inde-

pendencee 1818, Ppe5=124 ]



A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr,
Colaman, their Clark,

lire Presidant,

And T am further dirscted to informm the Legiglative
Council that his excellency has this day dissaproved of an act to
altsr and amend &n-act antitled an act to establish a Bank at Hunts-
vills, and returned the ;2&’&’1:0 this House with his obbject ions,

and hs then withdrew,

[Journal of the Legislativs Council of the Territory

of Alabama, 1818, pps 31-35,]
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tlemontse The regular troops being inadequate to afford the necessary probec=

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and i
of the
House of pepresentatives:
The events of the prasent year furnish flattering evidence of the increasing
prosperity, and distinguished advantages of our Territorys Attratced by a

genial climate, productive soil, and navigable rivers--nurbers have bsen addsd

L e e el e M i A il

to our population, and crowds from all quarters ars exploring our forsstis in i g el

search of situations for thair future residencee The demend for the public lands

is unprecedented; and prices ars obtained, which would be desmed more than ade-

quate for improved farms in many of the statese Places which were lately the
wretched abodes of the unfortunate Savage; now present fruitful fields and f Lour-

ishing tovms; and, withal; a degres of health prevalls, which probably "as not

been excoesded in any comntrye I am satisfied, from observation in the various
directions I have bheen callsd by thé public concerns, that in estimating the
character of this’portion of the union, a salubrious atmosphere mey be justly

rogarded among its prominent traibse

Amdd these peculiar blessings and cheerinz prospects, for which.we are so
much indebted to a kind Providence; we have,; however, to lament; the murderous
incursions of a misguided ensmy, on a portion of our southern frontiers Hostili=

ties wers commenced on the part of 'the Indians, whose residence has been occasion=

ally on either side of theFlorida line; in the month of Jan'ry last, and have
been sinca continued with marks of cureliy almost unexampleds lany of the in-

habi tants were compellasd to seek safety in the interior, and not until within a

O S

few weeks have they been permitted to rsturn to their dwellingse pxtensive
swvarps and the adjolining Spanish possessions, furmished retresats for the Savages,

whence, in despite of the utmost vigilawce, they might awmoy our scdttering sat=

el VL iy,

tion, it becams inddspensable to station militia at the most sxposed points, and to

s

-

eqploy detachments in scouring the neighboring woodse In September last, an ex-
pedition_was arranged uader the commnd of the gallant'Colonel nale, when rost of
the party which had so long disturbed the repose of the frontier, crossed the

Alabame,; and pursued their course through the neighborhood of ,the Falls of Tuska=

loosa, towards the liississippis This very extraordinary movement may be justly

ascribed %o the occupation of Pensacola by the American forcese

i
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You will readily imagine the extreme labor and embarrassment to which the
Executive has been subjected=~without funds, and at a period when the organization
of the clvil and military system of the Territory required his constant attentions
In a newly settled country, moreover, it was ruinous to call the militia ffom
theif homes; and nothing less than the most imperative obligations, could have
justified fhe measurss  The occasion nevertheless, has afforded numerous instan-
ces of patriotismy worthy of the highest commendatione

I have heen authorized to draw on ths war department for the necessary funds
to defray the expenses incurred in defendinz the country; and the accounts are
now in a train of adjustmeht.

Notwithstanding these unfortunate occurrences, which were calculated to make
impressions abroad unfavorable to emigration, it is probable @he whole number of
our inhabitants at this time, exceeds seveniy-five thousand. In the year
eighteen hundred and sixteen, this portion of the then Mississi pi Territory,
contained only twenty-eight thousand six hundred and seven; and it appeaws by the
census taken the ﬁresent year, that, excluding the counties of Lawrence and
Marion, from which no rsturns have been received, our population amounts to sixty-
seven thousand, five hundred and ninety-foure So soon as the lisis are completed,
thsy shall be laid befors yous There can he no doubt;, that an application on the
part of the Territory for admission into tﬁg Union, will be readily granted by the
National Legislatures That subject, so interesting to us all, and the appertion-
ment of representation, will doubtless attract your early atientions

Pursuant to resolutions passed at the last session of the peneral Asserbly,

I addressed a letter to the Governor of lississippi respecting the monies in the

Treasury of that state; claimed by this Territory, under the act of Congress, and

at the same time, adopted measures for procuring one hundred copies of the Digest
of the Laws of the lats Mississippi Territorye The correspondence which is here-
with transmitted, will shew, that, although it has not been practicaple to obtain
the Digests in due season; they will be forwarded in a few weekse In the mean-
time, awars that the officers in the newly creatsd counties could not proceed,

wi thout the means of ascertaining their respective duties; and, desirous to afford
them every possible aid, I callsd on the clerks of the neighboring counties for
such copies of the laws as had not heen distributede I have been thus wsnabled to
transmit a small number to each countye It is also desirable that some legisla-
tive provision should be mds for furnishing the officers of the militia with cop=

ies of the militia lawse
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An act of Congress passed at their last session, vests in the Territorial
Legislaturs, authority to appoint, change, and regulate t e times and places of
holding Tourts; and it is prohable, the public convenienée may be promoted by di=
recting vour attention to the subjecte Permit me also to recormend an extension
of the powers of the County Courtss The number of the Judges of the Superior
Courts and the amount of their salaries, are inadequate to the duties they are re-
quired to perform; and the difficulties of travelling from county to county, are
frequently insuperablee pailures in holding Courts, and delays in the adminis-
tration of justice are thersfore the unavoidavle consequences In some of the
states, the County Courts are clothed with civil and criminal jurisdiction to a
certain extent; and Ain ny view, the system appears suited in a peculiar degrse,
to the situation of our countrye ‘/Iwould submit, moreover, permanent limits
to the respective countiesg With the knowledge acqui red by the surveys of
various parts of the Terri-bo ryy that object may be now judiciously accomplished,
and many considerations urge its importances So loxc‘as the seats of justice are
temporary, it is not to he expetted that convenient accommodations for the Courts,
will 'oé provideds It may also be proper that the 1egislature should adjust rates
of ferriage on our principal riverse At present the power of esteblishing and rep-
ulating ferries s vested in the County Courts, and it is believed, that different
rates on the same stream, are prescribed in different countiese I learn, that,
owing %o the ambiguity of the provisions of the act irposing a tax on lands, the
construction has not been uniform among the assessors: An amendment,therefore,. is
necessarye

The acts of Congress prohihiting the irportation of slaves from any foreign
couniry, leave the disposition of such as many be unlawfully introduced, to the
legislative authoritiss of the states and tsrritories in which they may be
found: and it may be important that the subject should occupt your consideratione

I have received a cormission for éeorge Philips, John Gayle, Junelatthew D.
Wilson, Lemuel llead and Trenry C}-xa.mbers,‘as merbers of the Legislantive Council;
the two last in the place of Robert Bealty; resigned, and Joseph Carson, deceased;
and 1 have to inform you that it will expire on the fifteenth day of Febmuary
nexte

You are apprized of the distinguished spirit of liberality which was mani-
festad on the part of the National 1egislature; during their last session, towards
our Territorys An act passed authorizing the reservation of an entire town-

ship of land for the support of a Seminary of lLearning; and also, of “any one en=

tire section" %o be located under the direction of the Governor,for the 8eat of

e

r
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Governmente Fully aware of the public sensibility which the selection of a
site'for the sea’ of Government always excites; and of the influence of local
feelings in the deterndnatidn of the question, I could not expect, by any choice,
however judicious, to afford universal satisfactions And the delicate task as-
signed to the Executive has hsen rendered the more embarnassing by a combination of
accgdental circumstancese A copy of the act did not reach me until the month of
June, when the-towh of Cahawba, which, among other sites, had attracted the atten-
tion of our fellow-citizens, was offered for sale, on the first Monday of Octobere
éhould that place be considered the most eligible; not to have examined its claims
in dus season, would have deprived the Territory of their choice--while on the
other hand, it was possible that the seléction mads by the IExecutive might not be
ppproved by the 1,egislatures That I should endeavor to prevent the former, ap=-
peared to me an imperative duty; while at the same time, to avoid the injurious.
‘consequences of a collisiom of opinion between the pﬁblic functionaries, was much
so be desirede In this dilemme, I was disposed to conf;r with the commissioners
appointed at the last session of the éeneral Asserbly to report the situation
they might deem most eligible; and, without delay, addressed a letier on the suf-
ject to the gentleman first named in the acte Owing to causes beyond their con;
trol, they were unable to.meet me, and I lost the benefit of their viewss

Anxious only to promots the general interests of the Territory, and guided
by an impartial judgment, I was pursuaded, that the site which might present the
best prospect of permanency, and of avodding, hereafter, those unplsasant dis-
cussions which have so much disturbed the repose, and distracted the councils of
our sister states, ought to be selectede Considerations resulting from our fu-
turs prospects, and connected with the general convenience, were not to be over-
looked; nor the gratification of a part of our population to be regarded, in op-
position to the rights and interests of the wholee The experience of obher states
had shewn, that to consult as far as practicable in the choice of position, the
convenience of every portion of the country, is the surest method of rendering that
choice, permanents In pursuing that principle, the nearest eligible site to the
centre of the Territory, presented the highest claim, while the probable future
population of the different parts, was also to be considereds The latter,however,
being necessarily matter of conjectureo only, and liabls to be estimated accord-.
ing to various impressiors, furnished a criterion altogether uncertain; and,there=
Borey was entitled to the less attentione With such views I proceeded to examine
the junction of Cahwaba and Alabamas The bluff oﬁ the west side of those rivers,

presents a beautiful site, with springs of good water, and the prospect of healthe
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Situated on a river capable of being navigated by boats of great burthen, and sup~

. ported B8 it will be , by the abundant productions of an extensive and fertile

back country on the Alabama and cahawba, and their tributary streans, the town of

Cahwaba promises to vie with the largest inland towms in the southern countrye
Possessinz, in my judgment, the necessary advantages ,-approaching, certainly,
nearer to the centre of the Territory, and probably of its future permanent
population than any place otherwise equally eligible, I commmicated the result
of my examination to the President of the United states, with the request, that
such parts of sections as I thought best calculated for the seat of Government,
might be reserved from sales The request has been granted, and I herewith
transmit a copy of the correspondence, together with a letter from the Cormassioner
of the General 1and-0ffice to the pegister and Receiver, and a report signed by
thres of the Commissioners appointed at the last session of the General Asserbly,
"to examine and report to the Covernor the most eligible site for the seat of the
Territorial Governmente” It is possible that the geographical Visws presented in
my commmnication to the Secretary of the Treasury, may not be entirely accurate;
but should there be any error; your liberality will find an apology; in the very
limited meand of information which wers within my reache

In submitting ths further disposition of the subject to the wisdom of the
Legislature; I feel no other solicitude, thah that the course may be pursued, .
which shall best prpmote the welfars of the country and the happiness of our
fellow~citizense And I have the fullest confidence that such will be, the object
of your deliberabionse

WileWeBIBB,

SteStephens,3d Novenber,1818

[Jouranl of the House of Representatives of the plabama Territory at the
second session of the _irst peneral Asserbly,in the forty third year of American

phdependences 1818.  ;ps9=18e]



“"Gonklemen of the Lesislative Counéil--and

of the house of Representativess
Tt being probable that returns of the Census for the countiss of lLawrence
and larion m:;.y not arrive in due season, I now lay before you a copy of those
which have been received fronm tile other countiese
WieWsB1IBBs
SteStephens,9th Novel818e ,

-

[Journal of the House of pepresentatives,Alabama merritory,1818¢pe32. ]
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