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To the Honorable, the Senate & House of Representa-
tives of the United States, in Congress assembled:

The memorial of the Legislative council and Bouse of
Representatives of the Alabama Territory, in General Assembly
convened, respectfully represents.-

That the good people of said Territory have been long
subject to their present Torm of Govermment; and have borne the
many vrivations attending it, with patience & submission.

They have witnessed the recent admission of the State of Missis-
sippil, with which they were once comnected, without a murmur;
solacing themselves by the anticipation of the spsedy approach
of the period, which would entitle them, also, to the full en-
joyment of a frese constitution. They confidently belisve, that
that period has, now, arrived. - Although your memorialists are
unable, owing, as they belleve, to accidental causes, to afford
actual evidence of the full number of "free inhabitants", neces-
sary to found a claim to admission into the Union, as matter of
right, they believe, it may be made appear, to the satisfaction
of your Honorable bodies, that its present population, and the
practise pursued in similar cases, fairly and justly entitle

the Territory of Alabama to "form a psrmanent constitution &
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State goverment, consistent with the general interest of the
confederacy."

It appears, by returns of the census of said Territory,
recently made by sworn officers, in conformity to law, that it
contains sixty seven thousand, five hundred & ninety four souls;
of which number, there are forty six thousand, two hundred and ten
"free inhsbitants.®™ Add to the number,last named, twelve thous-
and, eight hundred & twenty eight, being three fifths of our
Slaves, and it will augment our federal population to fifty nine

thousand and thirty eight; excluding the number contained in the



Counties of Lawrence and Marion; from which counties, owing to
causes not within the knowledge of your memorialists, no return
has, yet,besen received. It is moreover, a fact generally notor-
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ious, that complete returns have not bsen made from some, if any,

of the Counties; which deficlency has arisen from the great ex-

tent of some, and the extraordinary ferment produced, in others,
by sales of public land, and disturbances on our frontier.

No ratibnal doubt can be entertained, but that the whole feder-

al population of Alabama, if correctly ascertained, would amount
to, considerably, more than sixty thousand; which brings us, at

least, within the spirit of the provision of the Ordinance, re-

quiring that number.-

'Your memorialists, further, represent that, in sighteen
hundred & Sixteen, the present Territory of Alabama, then com-
posing a part of the Mississippil Territory, contained, only,
twenty eight thousand, six hundred & seven souls.- Taking into
view the deficisncy of returns occasioned by the causes before
mentioned, 1t is fair to estimate our present number at seventy
thousand; shewing an increase of more than forty one thousand
souls, in the short period of two ysars. From those facts, it is
rational to conclude, that the unparalelled tide of emigration,
invited by the general fertility of our soil and the happy ten-
perature of our Climate, and which 1s daily flowing into the
bosom of our Territory, would augment its number of "free in-
habitants" to more than sixty thousand, before it would be POS—
sible to form a Constitution.-

Your memorialists would, further, beg lesave to call
the attention of your Bonorable bodises to the policy, rescently
pursued by the national Legislature, towards the States of Ind-
iana, lMlssissippl and Illinois, neither of which are believed

to contain at present, a more numerous population, than that of



our Territory. The population of Indiana is not, now, distinctly

recollectaed; but the State of Mississippi, on her admission,

contained, only, about forty seven thousand inhabitants, of all
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deseriptions; amounting to about eight hundred more, than our

free population. -- By an act of your last Session, Illinois

was authorized to "form a permanent constitution and state gov-
ermment® with a population of forty thousand. -

With such examples of your recent libsrality before
them, your maanorialists would be impeaching your high sence of
impartiality and Justics, were they to doubt the success of their
present application.- Your memorialists cannot conceive, how it
could promote the interest of the national govermment, longer,
to withhold from the psople of Alabama the right they solilcit;
for whilst it grants them a boon, it relieves itself of a burthen.
In common with their countrymen, in other portions of the Union,
do they appreciate the advantages and happlness to be enjoyed un-
der the auspices of a republican form of govermment.- Coming,
as they have done, principally, from the original States, where
every man's rights were guaranteed by a free constitution, of
paramount authority; and accustomed to consider themsselves the
legitimate source of all political power, it 1s not matter of
surprise, that they should be impatient of the restraints & pri-
vations inseparable from a Territorial form of Govermment.

They look forward with no ordinary solicitude, to the period,
which they trust is rapidly approaching, when they will be dis-
enthralled from principles which deprive them of their most im-
portant political rights, and entitled to their volce and weight
in the Councils of the nation.-

Your memorialists, therefore, for, & in behalf of,
the good people of said Territory, respectfully pray, that an Act

may be passed, authorizing them to form a Constitution and State






Countises

Baldwin
Blount
Cahawba
Clarlk
Conecuh
Cotaco
Dallas
Franklin
Lauderdale
Lawrence
Limestone

Madison

Ifonroe
lontgomery
Shelby
Tuskaloosa

Washington
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Census of the Alabama Territory
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386
280
443
297

726
1830
326

466
946
799
628
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49
529

9,974 14,749
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338 461 784
363 191 318
394 341 680
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772 372 666
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195 161 160
1406 707 | 1248
1103 555 | 1007
1099 524 | 1036
Ted 429 664
660 239 619
7,549 113,599

L S S o
) ¢

33

s

< E

(9 ',
e} o

4 ©

~ =
[0} ()
+ ©
o

E4

504 54

3229

1031 2
2674 18
1092

2101

1320

2255 v 4
1698
3473 1
8780 | 17
1164 b
982 (194
4307 | 22
5464 8
287 1
2365
2147 -2

45,871 339

|

—r -

Total of Slave

667
470
247

1714
303
152
437
430
267

1015
6870
533

471
3304
1747

579
773
1405

21,384
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1225
3699
1280
4406
1395
2253
B 3
2690
1965

4489
15667
1700

I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the

(Census



of the Alabama Territory as returned to this BHouse.

Given under my hand, in the Rspresentative-Hall,
at St Stephens.
Js W. Walker,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.






The memorial of the Legislative Council and Bouse of Re-
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presentatives of the Alabama Territory, in General Assembly con-

venad: -

To the Congress of the United States
Respectfully represents:-
That on the third day of March, in

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventeen,
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n act of Congress passed, constituting a General Court for
the Alabama Territory, and establishing the same at St. Stephens.
Your memorialist believe ‘that Congress was influenced in Tixing
the seat of the General Court at St. Stephens by an impression,
that so long as that place continued to be the seat of the Ter-
ritorial Goveriment it would be the most convenient place for
the holding of the General Court.- Your msmorialists Represent
that, from the local situation of St. Stephens, thers can be no
prospect of a continuance of the meetings of the Legislature
at that place, for a longer period; Your memorilalists, there-
fore, pray the passage of a law fixing the General Court at such
Place as may be designated by the Legislature of the Alabanma
grritory Tfor the seat of their Territorial Governmsnt

Your memorialists further represent that from the great
extent of our Territory it is found by experience extremely in-
convenlent, expensive, and, in many cases, very oppressive to
Jurors amd suitors attending the General Court. It may be urg-
ed; that in most cases the parties +to a suit by their own act
induce the trouble and expenses they are subject to - which, tho!
it be admittsd as the fact in most instances, it unquestionably
has some exceptions;- And the observation wi;l not at all apply
to the case of Jurors. They are, by no fault of theirs, required
to leave their homes and families, and travel not unfrequently

hundreds of miles, to attend the General Court; whilst their do-



mestic concerns are neglected, and often to the serious injury
of helpless families. all which inconveniences your memorialists
respectfully suggest could be obviated by an act of Congress,
giving to the superior courts exclusive Original Jurisdiction in
all cases where the Uﬁited States are a party; requiring an im-
medlate transfer of all cases, coming, within the jurisdiction
of the superior Courts, to the County or Counties in which the
defendent or defendcnts.may,respectively reside; and leaving the
General Court to decide on cases reserved, bills of exception
and writs of Brror. To all of which subjescts the attention of
Congress iIs Respectively prayed:- and Your memorialists as in
duty & - - -
Jd. W. Walker,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
James Titus, President of the

Legislative Council.



	Item 1
	Q0000092281
	Q0000092282
	Q0000092283
	Q0000092284
	Q0000092285
	Q0000092286
	Q0000092287

	Item 2
	Q0000092288
	Q0000092289


