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their parents, and stayed with them three days during the

battle, I came to a river and turned aside to a farm from

which all the people had gone to save themselves from the war,

I got a man to help reach an island where I worked three days

without anything to eat except grapes and muscadines, I preferr-

ed to die on the island than to be killsd by the soldiers,

Therefore, in time of danger, I rushed to this house and the

good people hid me and changed my clothes, Hence, when I was

found I was taken for one of the gentleman's slaves, When I

was permitted by the man to try to return to Lagrange, and had

gone some distance, I was caught by deserters from the Southern

~ army, who voted to shoot me, They bound me and kept me over-

night, intending to do away with me the next day, It was a
•

lonely desert on the Tenneessee river, I could not sleep,-*d

so all ni~t I prayed to God, and the wives of the men

prayed to God for the poor ·n1~ger,· and also prayed to their

cruel husbands, Their prayers prevailed, and I was robbed and let

go, I aad vowed not to reveal their whereabouts, I left loving

God and believing in his providence as I had never believed

(' before,

"Earth has no sorrow that Heaven cannot heal,"

I went home and got ahother spelling book, although it was not

allowed, Some of my own people told my master that I had a

book trying to read, He sent for me to come to the house. I

obeyed. though I dreaded to meet him, not knowing what the

consequence would be, But his heart had been touohed by Divine
simply

power and he ~ply told me that he heard that I had a book,

and if I was caught with it I would be hung, SO I thanked him

and departed, Notwithstanding my master's oounsel I thirsted for

knowledge and got some .ld boards and oarried them to my house



• to make a light by which I could see how to read. I would

shut the doors, put ons end of a board into the fire, and pro

ceed to study; but when ever I heard the dogs barki~ I would

Throw my book under the bed and peep and lbsten to see what was

up. If no one was near I would crawl under the bed, get my

book, come out, lie flat on my stomach, and proceed to study

until the dogs would again disturb me. I did this for many ni

ghts. I continued in this way to try to learn to spell and

read as best I could.

"Blessed are they who hunger
for they shall be fi lled. "

and thirst ri~teousness,

~ I, like the Ethiopian, wanted a gJide. I moved to mrs.

KcReynold's. God bless her,l She gave me a lesson every night for

a period of four years. Then I went to myoId master's brother,

whose wife helped me every night as long as I would go to her

for help. Rev. Shackelford (White) greatly aided me for a period

of three years.

Boys and girls, grasp these golden opportunitues which are

noll' extended you from the school room. "Unlearned and ignorant"

have better cha~ces than I had. So I hope that they will make

good use of their time and make my heart feel glad to see them

setting taeir marks high and preparing themselves for the areat

Beyound where all must go. Thither all nations will be callsd

before the mighty judgement seat of t e Rulsr of the universe

(
as I was I came along that way until the present time.

to give an account for the deeds done in this world.

readers

prayer

for the reader is, that they may make strong, u••ful, wise and

christian men and women, and at the end of time meet their God

in peace.
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(Chapter ~. - ~ Work)

I will endeaTor. in thie chapter. to tell eomething about

worka and wh reabouh. I _s ordain d to the ~oellel ministry in

1867 by • ~later (white). and eT. !lenry 'BynU8l. ReT•

stephena Coleman and ~eT Reory ;mum. aided by Dr. Joseph

Shackel~ord (white) laid down the ~undation atones ~or the oolored

Baptist ohurchea in organ. ankl1n. Colbert. Lauderdale. and L

Lawrenoe counties. Alab.m.. I now paetor o~ the irat 'Baptiet

Ch~rch.' at Tuso bia. Ala.. whioh is the best n gro o~uroh ed1~

ioe in Korth Alabama. Thia ohuroh waa organiaed thirty-~iTe years

ago. by ae. with aeTeaty riTe .embers. but it now has a aember

eh1p o~ nine hundred. I haTe pastored i t ~or 10: theae many yeara.

Th18 church 18 an exceHartt brick ed1~ioe. A.. ~!Iw other brethren

and ~sel~ orjJ&niasd thll scle Shoal. Baptiet Aleociation -- ona
•

o~ the olde.t and largeat aaaociationa in Alaba .... I haTe been

~derator ~or tour yeara and ita Treaaure. tor lix yeara. I

Bw.lt the church at RueseUTiUe, Ala., anel paetored it tor ~our

yearl. and then ordained

pa.tor. I built the Bart.n ohuroh and paltoreel it for a period

ot titteen years. atter whioh I reoo ended ReT. Jamel Hampton

there aa pastor. I pastored the Cherokee ohuroh ~iTe year., or-

dained Bro. Denni. Jaoklon and reoo ended hi. there paator.

I pastored Liberty Bapti.t ohuroh tor three year.. ordained Bro.

Alex Brown and, reoo ended hi. there al paator. I serTed Iaka

asia.ippl tor tiTe years and then reoo ended a ~rother trom the

Weat. who belonged to the

up the hetfield ohuroh.

t. OliTe AI.ooiation. to it. I built

aatored it three year. and then reoeamencl

ed Bro. ~. B. Johnaon there al Ihepherd. I al.o built uo t.
Pridel

Koriah churoh at Prldel. Ala.,. I trequently uttered theae wordar



•
, "Where jeouo leads .e I will f.lloy and hio foototepo

I'll puroue."

I organi..d St. Paul ehuroh (colbert County) and paotored it for

te, who io noY Aesiotant oderator ot the

Kuoele Shoal0 Aeeociation, wao ordained by .e. I haTe ordained

lIlore than twenty preachers to the goopel 'Illiniotry, bapti.ed oix

thcuoand perecns, united in ..rriage tiTe thousand ooupleo, and

buri ed abcut oeTOn thouoand peroooo. I haTe been tai thtul to

"Hark the
o will

i'ieldo are
c will

Toioe ot jeo 0 ealling,
and work tcday?
whi te and harTeot wai t1 ng,

bear the oheaTeo awa,,"

I haTe neTer lett the cld land _rk. Not an one of the churoheo

which I haTe paotored hao brcught a charge agaioot lIle.

"rhe deepeot oecreto ot our hearts shall shortly be ..de

known. •
•

I haTe been IIl&rried three tillleo and haTe known no woman but

wite, "though unlearned and ignorant: I neTer had b t on "fuoo" with

wife. I tcld her at one tillle to hush and ohe failed to dooc,

~hen I olapped her, atter whioh I went to the Lord in prayer

and. aeked to be forai Ten. I regret Tery much indeed to i nfora

the wcrld in nrint that I haTe been drunk trca intoxicati..

liqucro twioe, which wao betore I profsosed religion. l'lctvithotan4

ina I haTO enr held Ull temperance and aillled to keep it high

until Shilch ocmeo tc gather up hie Jewela. rhe following

recommendaticn will ohcw what the best 'IIeople of Tuocumbia think

of .e.
T 00 bia, Ala., ¥&roh l~. l8~7.

To whoa it may ooncernl-
.e take pleaoure in otating that .. han kncwn the

bearer ot thio letter, ReT. Wiloon Worthorooo tor a number ot
yearo, and that he io a conooientiouo, intelligent oolored
man ot good character. He ha. been paotor ot the modonary
Baptiot church of thio place oin ce the war, haTing been



ohuroh, and al...,.e has _de
in eTel7 -7 worthy of the
'People.

, ,

•
inatruaental in building the
sood otti.en. e believe h1a
re.peot and ooDridenoe of hi.

ox DelOIl:1. ;rudse of Probate.
;ra•• H. Siapeon, Cirouit Olerk.
Cha.. A. SImpaon, Deputy Clerk•
.... H. Sawtelle,
J!"aX Luedde_nn•

•

a

The following reBo~tt1oD _a adopted b,. the ohuroh whioh I

pa.tored thirty year••
•'Re.olve, lhat Rev. .... B. Worthoro... our pa.tor. ia a good.

aoral. ohriatian _D. He haa been our paator for thirty
yeara. and we can truthfully ..,. that he teaches in all
t!Ung. by epeple "ell ,a. by preoellt.'

;rUSCUUllIA :BAPTIST ltlRCH

( '!'he hiatol7 cf thi. ehurch has undergone III&Il:1 changea. but

they all worked fcr it. betterment. At the cloae of the Ginl

the fe" lIIember. went frolll bruah arbor to bru.h arbcr tor

three year•• Then they hell aervioe. in gin houae. and under

•heltera for t"o yeara and eix ,"onth•• Then a. the church _.
tp'owing rapidly, they th'ught beat to dra.. out, b1.l7 a lot, and

build to themaelvea. So they bo ght a itt for what they paid

fiftty dollar. (150.) and erecteli a five hundred dollar ( 500. )

building thereoD in which to worahill the lord. So the churoh

oontinued to gro.. until it no" haa a aemberahip at nine-hundred,

a aplendid briok e4lfioe ..orth about aix thouaand dollara (5.000.)

and a thriT1ng consregat1on. The ohurch haa never had but one

paator, and I have been aa faithful aa a clock. Through lIIe

(Rev..... B. Worthoroee) th churoh _a built, and I have ever

ainea held high the ~apti.t doctrina throughout Horth Alaba'a.
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"D. tood we et. ... t1x Jee' 1 ok hlt. 1. now. JI,y II t1x.d

at. h~.. De an',J 41tte'no. 't..een den 'now ... u. 41dn'

t. not.h1n' but. 0 on t.h1ng. en. U. dl 'kno.. t. h1t. w•• too

gUo 1.ou1'.• tor br ak1'a.' eYer' 1IOrn1n'. It. ... oomb d' t. .U

I r.. 'on ~ • den u.' d 10 to' b1lCU1t.. &pleoe. U. got ta0aok .0.'
"'er' rn1n' • 0 oU .. u. llought 10 a ohio.lltn tor dlnnor a

or. • da.T lack Chrl.'.... ..ld u. g1t.

en.r '1 dat. do • • lacked 0861.11" 'I' blta but dll,J

dldn' 0 • '); eU "inter ua. when. • ot de .en toU.' d run 'ON.t

OIle 1n d. tlel'. De n.ver bad ao .t. t.o t. 0 10 'hunt. a e.

Iler. • DO .eeb •• v1J!' 411't.'Dt 010" tor win I'
, U. wore • 1n .rt.1.III••• 1n d. w1n tel'-

\1.11.. D. •• \rUe 'bout. .ho.. U. • t on. y.ah

to d• .TIl er.

" 01' /laua was a putty good un but not.hin' exter. On.

'bout bla, h. wouldn' 'low non. ot de ober••er. to up non.

ot u.. l ....D h W.. to .e. hl t. don.. Good h. a. la

dat, too, 'oa~. h...bod d. bla • a lAaQ1 a lick at d y'd ot.

ur • 'b. dar..... Jia w •• baob'lor, 'he '10

n.nr d uob \rUok wid w~en tolk.. Itlen hed oh111un ,

I a.v.r ltD d aoth1n' , out.' •

•

"D. .1" '1" wa. terrlb1.. on u.. D..,.'d ride up 'do

de tl.l' , .10. ,Jou 10 tw.ll yo n.ar 'bout te1.l out. at ••

, .0.1. 1n81n.r'l,y eY.r' 101.111. yo 'hin' d. orowd you 010.

l1ok1n' wid d. bull w u 4&10 d. driver d 1n d. eaddl. wid 111m.

I •., 4&10 on. do,J Iu ad po' La ltweU a r 1

out Uk. IhI w.. d. Den dey rulJb eal an' p. POI' on d. l1ltor.

to aak. ,_ burn r.al g • ISh w..o.o' 'to••U • oouldn' 1

on or ba nlghta, ' J." oouldn' .tan' tor no olo'. too t.4h
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baolt wha1.. e.,er.

I a ..a JlII bad 'bou1. one ot de blgge.' p~an 1.10n. 10 dat.

.eot.lon. I gue.. he n1gh onto a hun' erd b ok. on de poe.

I ne.,er know.d 'r;aokl,y how aNlJ' tbar w • nor h blg e p~aoe wa••

"Pe tolk. now'day. 18 lu. o,*pl nln' 'bou1. how d.,y 18

ba.,10, ..oh hard tim.., but d.y Ju' don' knOtt noth1n'. Dey

1Ib0~d h b oOlle u;> hen I did ' e,y'd .ee no ey le Ubln' Jee'

lao lUnge 'Queene. De.T don' bave to g1 t up 'to' de.T an hU.' e

.0 10U k1n Je.' ee. )'our ban'. 'to' .Tour e.Te.. D.y on' know

tt t It.'. 1 ok to ba., t ke. up d d. le der. You Ott dey wa.

, • ., r'bod,T e~. wa••'po.e 1.041. t.Uow •• allu. e 1. er,
( ~u•• eo 1. o~d .uk ta.1..r d. re.' of d. tolk. ,

k.ep wld or h wba1..caner h11. W&8. Ut y u 41dn' It.ep

up wld e l.ad.r 10 go1. a good 1.hr eh1n' "hen you t. h • at.

n1ght. H11. wa. lu. good d It when de han'. go1. in tr de t18l'.

00'" Utan dar wa. a lad)' 1. had a " .he o~d lea....

J'.' a 11t1.le 'to' de un .01..

• 0' • don' know t, 11. 1. 1.0 be pu.nl '; d')'

t.hanlt lttea de)' g1\e a 11'1 w!1upp1o' tr day a dat.)' 18

't,err1b~e. De.T uld ot d to tollow de l ...der tor one

wb.lp u. utan w.

, .e. hOtt de1'd bda1

De bl ..' t. II' a.
lib' lttan de1 glte too tar b h1a'.

.lIl111b' tor a. not. Jr.ee 10' u. De.T' 4

, 'bout. de tre.. te., 1. o.

Uten IOU wan't. hupped, IOU wa. 1. 10 4e 'a1gger bOX' 'te4

oombre 4.. t. w•• _ e tt1dout. Mlt. • wl4 pl n ater. De b J:

tt&8 J ee' b 'nOU&11 tor 10U t.o ' up 10, bl.1t. h11. d alr hol •

10 h1t. to Iteep )'0Il tre. euttooat,1o'. DIre ... pl t.um1n'

'roun' ro 10 hit. to 'low 10U' t.o I )'our pOe1tlon I.,er' oet

a a tth11e. Ut 10U had 40nl a b Ir 'no 10U tta. Jr.lP'
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• 'to' d••ar ., p PP1 1e to to r.ad d. Blble.

tl,y trot her eTlou. 00 t on pen tlea tor

) • eYer we .ould 0 to omt' ch he .ould rea4

• 'Bout • aoa' t a pop'l • • 4el

1n d. 'niBSer box' tor ont.hs to d. 1.t an' an ;you got. out. ;you

... n t.b1Il' but. akin 'bon•• an' .ouro.l,y 1. t.o. •

'Halt e t.1IIe • elaT. dldn' lIno. dat. he ... ,01' 't. ell •

.....'4 oall t.o de B1& Rou•• an' t.ell h1A he bad • n......a

en 011. er' tae d&t one a aol' 4e re.' of 'em' d 1IllJ',

'I h pee nu' t.llIe'll be m".' Dey t.b.oUSht. you'd git. • ohan.to t.o

l'W1.. t.o de tree... rI;f a aq dat. whan Ibe

o e tr V1rg1nny dat ab" 0 "on. bo t. bUllt outten loge.

IIllJ' abe n.nr waa .0 a1 1n all her 11te. I e..4 a 'hole

10 d ot alaTe. o<*e thrOUSh our t one hat. wa. 011 dere w

t.o Ar aneaa. Dey. a de mo.' I eY ••ed traYel at de. e t •

'De hlt. tollt. cUdn't 'low u. to eY n look at. • boOk. D"l

wOlUd • 01' 'eoaet1mee p u. 1ttan dey oaught u. w1d our h

111 a book. Dat 11 one th8ng I abo'l,y d1d want. to do an' dat •

t.o 1. to read an' wrlte. ....a J1III pI' hed to toaaoh u. t.o

read 'write, but. h. neber had de to e.

'Der. w 't ut on. chu'ch on 4e plao. t. I UTed an, 'd.

olor.d d. wb1t.. t.h .ent t.o hlt.. You bo w. w.. neber '10 .4

to go t.o 'ch doutoten a • o~ d. hl t.•. tollt. w1d ua. " 'to

eY 'lo.d t.o wid no od,y tro. u4der tara. Uten ;you dld, ;you

got. an. ot ..1n'. ot ;your Ut.. Att.er tre.d .ea J1m

tol' u. t d.l wa. 'tr 4 ,,' d git. tOS8t er ,t.r;y to l'W1 a q to

de 1I0'th, '4 to d.t. ft. w'l d.y dl' 'u. ttin' toget.her

tallt1n' •

0'" ~e. ;ye

eeob • pop' .onS hat .yer'bQd3 lIno.. It. De 1U .1' on. 1. one
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t.' 111gb p1..,ld out. .0 I'U .ing hit. tor you. It 0111 1aok

41.1

"I .ondel" ••• 01' n 'el,

I .ondar • • 00 l' Panlil.

I • • , ( It. 1',

I ondar • Pit r.

(Choru.)

I'. g01n1 a. • go' I •

I'. o1n1 ••..,. g01n' a'/I3•

I .000dlr

I .on el"

••1 IP1n'

••• ep1n' JllU7,

I'. g01n' .W&¥. I' g01n' a. •

I'. S01n' a. t.o 11.,1 torl.,er.

I'll nIYer t.um baok no 110'.

"Pe elav. d &1t. t.1 d ot de. de,. •• t.reat.ed an' t.r1 to

run a.ay to de No'th. I had • oou81n to run a'/13 one t.l e. H1a

udder teUo, had got "a:! up in Vi 11l1l¥' to' II ••a J1A toun' 0IIt.

de •• ~n •• Ma.. .1111 toun' d. whar' cute ot George h.

ant. at.t.er hU. en IIalia .1 &1ta to George en' 'ea. 010

toand d 1 hi 41dn' !lno.llaua .1111. lIa..a J1A'a.' ha, • Orgl

dOll't. ,.ou kno .et , e hi .AT. 'I neber .eed you 'to' 1n .,.

wnar 41d AT c e tr11fe.'
,

Dan de;r ••' Ge

• 7U .1' t.Uo. 1

, ,
u 1& d. aIQ' ,

•

.rr
01' •

1 1. 10.,a.' Itten da,. had 0 ad de,. kno. d

cOllld ve '.. h •• ..., p.p

... J~

tried to &1t... de

, d_ 41d. bu.t. h. ooul , •• 0 t.o• e t e •• Gecr I

u. ahlllun .1d hU. d t.o • .1 u.. De blaok• ,
• hit.e••ould have dl terr'ble.' b t.tle••aalt-1ae.. Dat. ould be
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Ims. Mary Ella, Grandberry Sh!!ffield, Alaba '!"'.

I dont know just how old I am, but I do e- that I 8lIl some 'where near ninety
years old. I was born in Barton, Alabsma. My father and mother came frOlll
Richmon~! Virginia. My mother was named Margaret Kaller, my father was name
Adam Keller.

My sisters wuz ; Martha, Sarah
l

Ht.rriet,1Qmna sndR09sTlIla Keller.
My brothers WUZj Peter, Adam,Jr. snd Will am Keller. _.

We all lived in a little old two roemed log cabin, just off from
the big house. Life wuznt very JIllch for us. We had to work and slave all of
the ~ime. Mas'er Jim's house wuz just a little ole frame buildin' like er
ordinary house uv today. He wuz a single man and diOO' have so terribly IllUch.
He had a 'hole lot to but jest ter look at him yer wou' d thank he wuz er
pooh white men. THERE wuz a lot uv cabins fer tiler slaves. They wuznt fit fer
nobody ter live in, but thets what we had ter put up wid den. .

I don' remember very mch about my life as er chil'e. I don' ever
member playin like chillun do ter day.Why ever since I can member I had a wate
bucket hung on ter my arm toatin(carrying) water ter de hands. If I wuznt
doin thet I wuz choppin cotton.Chillun uv ter-day sees er good time ter what
we did den. Ever momin jest er bout ther hip uv day ther overseer wuz roUnd
ter see thet we wuz ready ter git ter de field.~ots uv times we had ter go
out wid out breakfast cause we diOO git up in time ter git it fore ther man
wou'd git us on our way ter de field.lVe had ••r work till dinn~.(dinner)
fore we got any thang ter eat.

Ther food we ete (ate) wuz fixed jest lack hit is now. My mammY
fixed our food at bome. Tber only diffe'nce in de food den and der food now
wuz we diOO' bave nott-in but common food den. We diOO' know what bit wUz ter
have biscuits eYer mornin fer breakfast, it wuz cawn(com) bread till on sun
day t.hen we "ou' d gi t. rour tliscuits er piece. We got. rat back nearly ever mor
ning. e mought. (might) have er chickin fer dinnah some times on sund~' or
some day like chris'masjit wuz mighty se1.dom thet we got any thang tho.
lVe liked possum and rabbits too, they di~ come till der winner(winter),
when some uv de men fo'kes wou'd run cross one in de field. They never had er
chance ter hunt any.

There wuz no sech(such) thang as havin cloose(clothes) fer winner
(winter) and summer. ','Ie wore de same thang in de summer as in de winner.
lie same is true bout sboes. Ve wore broggands from one uv ther ye'r(year)
ter de odder.

My ole Masser(master), Jim Barton wuz er pertty(pretty) good feller
but nottin ext.e (Extra). One thang bciut him, be wou' 00' low (allow) none uv
tbe overseers ter whup (whip) none uv tber blacks unless he wuz thar tel' see
it done. Good thang he wuz like dat though cause he saved ther blacks' er many
lick thet thy'd got if he hadn'er been thar. Masser Jim wuz er bachlor. He
never had much use fer women fokes. If he had any chillun I ,never knowed
bout demo

De overseers wuz terribly hard on us.Dey wou' d ride up and down de
field and hurry yer so til yer neerly fell out. Some times and most nigb ever
time yer got hind de crowd yer got er good lickin wid de bull whup( IHIP)dat
de driver had in de saddle wid him. I heerd mammy say thet one day dey whupp
ed pooh Leah,till she fell out unconscious. Den dey rubbed salt and' pepper
on de blisters ter make dem burn. She wuz so soor(sore) till she couldnt
lay on h~r back at night. Why she jest could stand fer her cloose(clothes)
ter tot ltouch) ber back.
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MasseJl(master) Jim had bout one uv ther biggest plan' ations in des sexions
(sections). I guess he had nigh OIl er er hunnerd(hundred) blacks on his
place. I never knowed zactly how~thar wuz nor how big his estate wuz.

De fo'kes is allus(always) complainin bout dey is havin sech(such~
er hard time, but dey j est don' know, dey shou' d uv come up when I did. Dey
wou'd see dat dey is livin lack kings and queens. Dey don' have ter git up
fore day when "hit is so dark dat yer jest kin see yer hands fore yer eyes.
Dey don' know what hit is ter have ter keep up wid de leader. Yer know dey
wuz allus somebody thet cou'd work faster then de rest uv de fo'kes, well dis
feller wuz called de leader, and ever body else wuz spose(suppose) ter keep
up wid him or her which ever one hit wuz. If yer dido' keep up wid de leader
yer got er good thrashin' when yer got home thet night. Hit wuz allus good
dark when de hands got in from de field. Course if thar wuz er lady tBet had
er ba)y at home she cou'd leave jest er little fore sunset.

Des younguns don' know what it is ter be punished; dey thank when
dey gits er little whuppin(whipping) from their mamnv now, thet they is
punished terribly. Dey shou'd uv had ter foller de leader fer one day and see
how dey wou' d be punished if" dey got to fer behind. De biggest thang thet we
wuz punished fer wuz not keepin up.Dey wou' d whup us if we wuz caught talkin
bout de free states too. If yer wuznt whupped yer wuz put in de "nigger box'l
and fed cawn(corn)bread wid out salt,and water. De box wuz jest big er-nouf
fer yer ter stand up in, but hit had air holes in hit ter keep yer from
sufficatin. Dere wuz plenty tumin round room in hit ter low yer ter change
yer position ever once in er while. If yer had done er bigger nouf thang you
wuz kep' in de nigger box fer months at de time, and when yer got out yer wuz
notting but skin and bones; yer wou'do' be able ter hardly walk.

Half uv de time a slave dido' kn~, thet he wuz sold til de masser
wou'd call hinm ter de house and tell him thet heI.had er new master from now
on. Ever time thet o~wuz sold the rest uv them wou'd say,I hope next time it
will be me. Dey thought thet they wou' d git er chance ter run away ter de
free states. I heerd(heard) my mother say thet when she came from Virginia
thet she came on er boat build out uv logs. She say she never wuz so sick in
all her lit'e.I seed er 'hole wagon load uv slaves come through our farm one
day, they wuz on their way ter Arkansas. Thet wuz the most I ever seed travel
at one time.

De white fo'kes dido' allow us ter even look at er book, dey would
scold and sometimes whup us if dey caught us wid our head in er book.
Dat is one thang I shorely(surely)did want ter do,and thet wuz ter learn ter
read and write. Masser Jim, promised ter teach us ter read and write, but he
never had de time.

Dere(there) wuznt but one church on de farm dat I lived on, and
de colored and white both went ter hit. Yer know we never wuz 'lowed ter go
ter church wid out some uv the white fo'kes wid us. We wuznt even 'lowed ter
talk wid no body from er nodder farm, if yer did yer got one uv de worst
thrashin's uv yer life. After freedom wuz declared Masser Jim, told us thet
dey wuz fraid we wou'd git ter-gether and try ter run er way ter de north,
and dat dat wuz why dey dido' want us gittin ter- gether talkin. A few years
fore der war my father learned ter read de Bible. When ever we would go ter
church he would read ter us and we would sing. Bout de most two p0p.11ar songs
dey sung den wuz: "Steal away" and" I Wonder whar good ole Daniel wuz".
Steal away is sech er popular song thet everbody knows hit. De odder one is
done mought nigh played out, so I will sang hit fer yer. Hit goes like dis:
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De slaves wou' d git tired uv de way wuz treated and try ter run er way ter
de north. I had er cousin ter run er way one time. Him and er nodder teller
had got way up in Virginia, tore Masser Ji*, tound out wbar dey wuz.
As soon as Masser Jim tound der wbar bouts uv George he went ter git bim.
When Kasser Jim got ter George and em,George pertended(pretended) thet be
dido' know Masser Jim, .Masser Jim ast George; 'eorge dont yer know me?,
never seed yer tore in ma(my) lite. Dey ast George and dem wbar did dey
come from. George and dis odder teller looked up in de sky and said,I cOIDe
trom above, wbar all is love. It dey had er owned thet t~ knowed Masser ~r

Jim, he could have brung dem back home. My tather tried ter git er way de
same time as George and dem did but he couldn' see how ter take all uv lIS
chillun wid him, so he had ter stay wid us. The black and der whites would
have some uv de terriblest battles sometimes; oot would be when deblacks
would slip off ter de north and wuz caught and brought back. De patrollers
would ketch de colored and lock dem up till de owner come atter demo

It er slave wuz caught out atter nine 0' clock be wuz whuppe4.
Dey diOO' 'low no body out atter hit wuz dark less' ebe be had permissllon

trum der Masser. One night fore George an dis feller,I don' recollect his
name, but I thank his name wuz Ezra, ~lDned away,George tried ter git over
ter de bunk wbar he lived and one uv de overseers saw him and dey put him,
George.} in de " NIGGER BOX ", ter three weeks. Jest as soon as George got
out be sn6 dis feller Ezra slipped off. DEy had er sign dat dey would give
ter each odder every night jest at ter sun down. George would hang de latte

(lantern) in de windoor(window) den he would take hit out uv dat windoor
aild hang hit right back in dar agio. I never could make any sense out uv
wbat he wuz doin. I ast(asked) him one day whut he wuz doin dat fer. He
said fore long you will know zactly(whut it is all erbout), dis wuz der sign
uv how long dey would have ter wait fore dey would try ter git er way.

After de days work wuz over de slaves didn' have notting ter do
but go ter bed. In fact dey didn' feel like doin notting else but goin ter
bed • On sat'day nights dey would stay I'UP and wash SO dey would have some
clean cloose(clothes), fer de on comin leek; We worked allday ever day cept
in on some sat'days we wuz off ter halt er day. We didn' have many halt uv
days oft. We diOO' ever git em unless we ast(asked) fer demo We couldnt ast
very ot' en. On sundays we jest set er round or laid down mostly all day.
We didn' git no pleasu'e out uv goin ter church, cause we wuznt 'lowed
ter say notting. Hit wuz almost de same on christmas too, and some times
worss(wors.). I recollect one christmas we had ter build er lime kill(kl1n).
If we had er'poliday we would rest.

•

If thar wuz er weddin or a bul ryin we went ter hit, specially
if hit wuz er member uv de farm dat we wuz on.If dere. wuznt er weddin or
er funeral ever now and den we wou' dn git ter go no whar •

Ii
The war came when I wuz quite er big girl. I remember thet my

uncle an cousin joined in wid de yankees ter help tigbt fer freedom.
DlIe Yankees come ter our place and runned Masser Jim qay, and took de bouse
ter a hospital. Dey took all uvMasser Jims cloose(clothes) and gid(gave)
dem to de men fo'keses(folks) dare on de fanD. Dey burned up all uv de
cotton, bay, peas andever tbang dat wuz in de barns. Dey made de wbite
ro'kes cook fer de colored and den serre dem wbile dey ate. Dey made dem do
ter us lack we bad been doin fer demo Dey sbowed de white fo'kes what hit
wuz ter have ter work fer somebody else. De Yankees stayed at our place fer
de longest. When dey did leave dare wuznt er mouthful ter eat in der house.
When de war wuz over »Bsser Jim told us dat we would have ter find some
wbar else ter live. Course some uv de fo'kes had already gone fore he come
back home. WE lett Masser Jims and moved to er nodder farm. We got pay fer



•

• j

- . .
de work dat we did on dis odder place. Shortly af'ter de war der

Ku Klux took out af'ter de colored people. Dey would come t' de
colored fokes house and scare dem ter deaf'(death). Dey would take de
colored fokes out and whup dem ter deaf', and does(those) dat dey didn
whup dey would tie em up by their fingers or toes. Dey wuz terribly
mean. De Ku Klux would come ter yer windoor(wiDdow) at night and sB¥
yer time aint long. De fokes wuz scared ter death,; at night a hole
(whole)bunch uv dem would git ter-gether and stB¥. De Ku Klux got so

bad dat dey would git us in de dB¥ time. Dey took some uv de colored
people and throwed dem in de river ter drown. Dey did dis till some
uv de fokes from de north cameand stopped them, and den dey didn stop,
but dey did quiet down fer er while. Dey tells me dat de Ku !;lux is
still organized in some parts uv de country right now.

I msrried Nelson, Granberry. THe weddin wuz private. I dont
have any chillun, but my husband got four, ~ee boys and er girl.
I havent heerd(heard) from any uv them fer er long time dey might all
be dead.

Abe Lincoln wuz de best president thet this country ever !mowed•
If hit hadn er been fer him we would still be slaves right now. I dont
'thsnk(think) so much uv Jeff,Davis cause he tried ter keep de slaves
from gittin their freedom. I ought not ter say it but it is true •
Booker T. Washington wuz one uv the most outstandin negroes in the
country.He wuz tryin ter rise(raise)the standard uv the negro race.

I joined the church because the Bible sB¥s thet all people
should join the church and be christians. Jesus Christ set up the Church
and said fer every body the wanted ter be saved to come unto him.
Sin is the cause uv the world bein in the fix it i4 in todB¥. The only

way to fight sin is ter git together. If we can do wB¥ wid sin right
now the world would be a paradise. In the church we learn the Will of
God and what he would have us to do.

There were no pooh white trash in our cOllll1UIlity, they wuz kept
back in the mountains.
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I dont know Just how old I IlIIlt rot I do ta-. that I am some wbere near ninety
years old. I was bam in Barton, Alabama. )Iy ~ather end mother came ~rom
Richmond, Virginia. )Iy mother was namad Margaret hller. rq ~ather was name
Adam Keller.

t

lIy sistere WIlZ I lIartha. Sar~1 HArriet.ERna llI!dRolllltlna Keller.
lIy brotherll WUEI Peter, Adam,Jr. end 'IIill1.am Keller.

We all lived in a little old two roomed log cabin. just off from
tbe big bouse. Li~e WIlmt very Dl1cb for us. We bad to work and slave all of
the time. lIas'er Jim's bouse W\u just a little ole ~ame roildin' like er
ordinary bouse uv toda,v. He WIlE a aingle and didn' have so terrib1¥ IlIUch.
He bad a 'hole lot to bIt Jest ter look at him yer wou' d thank be wuz er
pooh wbite • THERE WIlE a lot uv cabins ~er f:her lllaves. They wumt fit fer
nobody ter live in, rot theta wbat we bad ter put up wid den.

I don' remember very DIlch about rq life as er cbil' e. I don' ever
member pleyin like chillun·do ter day.Why evwr lIince I can member I had a wat
bucket bung on ter rq arm toatin(carrying) water ter de hands. If I WIlmt
doin thet I WIlZ choppin cotton.Chillun uv teI'-~ seell er good tiJ&e ter what
we did den. Ever IIlOmin jellt er bout ther hip uv ~ ther overseer wuz round
ter see thet we WIlZ relld;y ter git ter de field.Joota uv times we bad ter go
out wid out breakfast CBUse we didn git up in time ter git it fo~,~er)man

""ou'd <Tit us on our wav ter de field.We had _e1' work till d1.nnat\Q.llIIlerrore ~-go~ any ~nang ~er ea~.

Ther food we ete (ate) WIlli fixed jest lack hit is now. )Iy monmy
~ixed our ~ood at home. Ther only diffe'nce in de ~ood den end der food now
wuz we didn' bave nott-in but common ~ood den. 'lie didn' know wbat hit WIlli ter
have biscuits er momin ~er breakfaat, it WIlli cavm(com) bread till on 1IUIl
day then we wou'd git four biscuits er piece. e got fat back ne 1¥ evpr mo
ning. 'lie mought (might) have er chlckin ~er dinnab some times on sun~ or
some day like chr1s'maslit WIlZ mighty seldom thet we got any theng tho
We liked possum and rabbitll too, they didn corne till dar winner(winter
when some uv de men 1'0' kes wou' d run croSIl one in d field. They never ad er
chance ter mInt any.

There WIlZ no sech(such) theng all bavin cloose(clothes) ~er winner
(winter) anti. sur:J!!er. l1e wore de lIame thang in de r as in de winner.
me same ill true bout shoes. We wore broggsndll ~om one uv ther ye'r(year)
ter de odder.

lIy ole Llasser(master), Jim Barton WUI! er fertty(pretty) good ~elle
but nottin en- (Extra). one th8D8 bWt him, he woo dn'low ,allow) none uv
tbe overseers ter wbup (whip) nona uv ther blacks unless he WUI! thar ter aee
it done. Good theng he WIlZ like dat though CBUse he saved ther blacks er many
lick thet thy'd got if he hadn'er been thar. llasser Jim wuz er bachlor. He
never had Dl1ch use fer women ~okes. If he had any chillun I never knowed
bout demo

De overseers wuz terrib1¥ hard on us.Dey wou' d ride up and down d
field end burry yer so til yer neerly fell out. Some timell ani! most nigh ever
time yer got hind de crowd yer got er good lickin wid de roll whup(WHIP)dat
de driver had in de saddle wid him. I heerd say thet one day dey wbupp-
ed pooh Leab.till she ~ell out unconscious. Den dey rubbed salt d pepper
on de blisters ter make dem rom. She WIlli so soor(sore) till she couldnt
lay on her beck at night. 1hy she jest could stand fer her cloose(clothes)
ter tot (touch) her back.
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Jlassea(maater) Jim had bout one uv ther biggest plan' ations in dea sex10ns
(sections). I guess he had nigh on ter er hllnnerd(hundred) blacks on his
place. I never mowed zactly how tbar wuz nor how big his estate wuz.

De fo'kes is allus(al~s) <:ompla1nin bout dey is haviD sech(auch)
er bard time, but dey jest don' know, dey shou'd uv come up when I did. Dey
wou'd see dat dey is liviD lack kings IIlld queens. Dey don' have ter git up
fore ~ when hit is so dark dat yer Jest kin see yer hends fore yer eyea.
Dey don' mow wbat hit is ter have ter keep up wid de leader. Yer know dey
wuz allus sOlllebod;y thet cou'd work faster then de rest uv de fo'kes, well dis
feller wuz called de leader, and ever body elae wuz spose(auppose) ter keep
up wid him or her which ever one hit wuz. If yer dido' keep up wid de leadm'
yer got er good. thrashin' when yer got home thet night. Hit wuz allus good
dark when de hands got in f'rom de :NIeld. Course if' thar wuz er~ U1et had
er ba)y at home she cou'd leave jest er little f'ore sunset.

Des younguns don' mow what it is ter be punishedf dey thank when
dey gits er little whuppin(whipping) :t'rom their JJ!8IIIII\Y now, thet they is
punished ta ribly. Dey shou'd uv had ter faller ds leader fer one daiY and. S88
how dey wou' d be punished if dey got to fer behind. De biggest thang thet we
wuz punished fer wuz not keepin up.Dey wou' d whup us if we wuz caught talkin
bout de f'ree states too. If yer wuznt whupped yer wuz put in de unigger b0x'l
and f'ed cawn(corn)bread wid out salt, and water. De box WUI: Jest big er-nauf'
fer yer ter stand up in, but hit had air holes in hit ter keep yer from
su:t':t'icatin. Dere wuz plenty tumin round room in hit tar low yer ter change
yer position evwr once in er while. If yer had done er bi ger nauf' thMg you
wuz kep' in de nigger box fer months at de time, and when yer got out yer wuz
notting but skin and bonesf yer wou'do' be able ter hard~ walk.

Half' uv de time a slave dido' mow thet he lUX sold til de masser
wou I d call hiUlll ter de house and tell him thet he had er ne master from now
on. Ever time thet on wuz sold the rest uv thllll wou'd s~,I hope next time it.
will be me. Dey thought thet they wou' d git er chance ter run away ter de
f'ree states. I heerd(heard) II\Y mother s~ thet when she came f'rom Vi inia
thet she came on er boat build out uv logs. She s~ she n ver wuz so sick in
all her life.I seed er 'hOle wagon load uv slrves co e through our farm one
day, they "'l1Z on their w~ ter Arkansas. Thet ,uz the most I ever seed travel
at one time.

De white f'o'kes dD' allow us ter even look at er hook, dey wou
scold d sometimes whup us if' dey cau.;ht u wid our head in er book.
Dat 18 one theng I shorely(aurely)did want ter do,and thet wuz ter learn tar
read and rite. eer Jim, promised ter teach us ter read and write, hut he
never had d time.

Dere(there) wuznt but one church on de f'arm dat I lived on, and
de colored and white both went ter hit. Yer mow never wux 'lowed ter go
ter church wid out SOIl:8 uv the white f'o'kes wid us. We wuznt even 'lowed ter
talk wid no body :t'rom er nodder farm, if yer did yer got one uv de worat
thrashin's uv yer lif'e. After freedom wuz declared Masser Jim, told us thet
dey wuz f'raid we wou I d gi t ter-gether and try ter run er w~ ter de north,
and dat dat wuz why dey dido' want us gittin ter- gether talkin. A fe Jear
f'ore der war II\Y f'ather learned ter read de Bible. When ever we would go ter
church he would read ter us and we would sing. Bout de most two popular song
dey sung d .XI "Steal aw~" and" I Wonder whar good. ole Daniel wux".
Steal aw~ is sech er po;ular song thet everbod;y knows hit. De odder one is
done mought nigh pl~ed out, so I will sang hit fer yer. Hit goes like dis:
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De slaves wou' d git. t.ired uv de w8¥ wuz t.reat.ed end t.ry t.er ron er w8¥ t.er
de north. I had er cousin t.er ron er w8¥ one t.ime. Hila end er nodder feller
had got. w8¥ up in Virginia, fore Kaeser J1*, found out. ..bar dey WZ.
As soon as Kaeser Jila found der wbar bouts uv George he went. t.er git. him.

en Kaeser Jim got. t.er George end em,George pert.ended(pret.ended) thet. he
didn' know Kaeser Jim, .tJasS8r Jim ast. Georgel leorge dont. yer know me?,
never seed yer fore in ma(lIij") life. Dey aat. Georte end dem wbar did dey
come trom. George and dis odder feller looked up in de sky and said,I come
from above, ..har all is love. If dey had er owned thet. t.hIY knowed loIasser J
Jim, he oould have brung dem back home. IIy father t.ried t.er git. er w8¥ de
same t.ime as George end dem did blt. he coulOO' see how t.er take all uv ••
chillun wid hila, so he l'8d t.er st.B¥ wid us. The bl k and der whit.es ..ould
have some uv de t.erriblest. bat.tlss somet.imes, dat would be when dsblacks
would slip off t.er ds north snd wz caught. end brought back. De patrollers
wou1d ketch de colored end lock dem up t.ill de owner come after demo

If er slave WE oaught. out. a1't.er nine 0' olock he wz ~Jpe4.
Dey didn' 'low no~ out. a1't.er hit. wz dark less'ehe he had pe sdem

from der Kasser. One night. t'ore George en dis feller,I don' recollect. his
nlllll8, blt. I thank his JUline WE EZl'at amned ~,George tried t.er git. over
t.er de hmk wbar he lived and one uv de overseera s_ him and dey ~t. him
George in de 11 NIGGER BOX ", fer three weeks. Jest. as soon ae George got.
out. he dis feller EEra slipped off. DEy had er sign dat. dey ould give
ter each odder every night. Jest. at' t.er sun down. George would hang de lat.t.

(lant.ern) in de windoor(window) den he would take hit. out. uv dat. windoor
hang hit. right. back in dar agio. I never could make any sense out. uv

what. he WE doin. I ast(asked) him one d~ whut. he 11Z doin dat. fer. He
said t'ors long you will know zact.~(whut. it. is all erbout.), dis wz der s
uv how long de would have t.er wait. t'ore dey wvuld t.ry t.er git. er way.

After de days work wz over de slaves diOO' have not.ting t.er do
but. go t.er bed. In fact. dey diOO' feel like doin not.t.ing else blt. goin t.er
bed • On sat.' day night.s dey would st.e;y uup end wash so dey would have some
cleSll cloose(clothes), fer de on comin week. We worked allde;y ever day cep
in on some Bat.' days we wuz off fer half' er day. We diOO' have JIIIUlY halt' uv
days off. e didn' ever gi t. em unless we ast.( asked) fer demo We couldnt. ast.
very of' en. On sundays we jest. set. er round or laid down most.~ all d •

e didn' git. no pleasu'e out. uv goin t.er church, cause we uznt. 'lowed
tar say not.t.ing. Hit. wuz almost. de ssme on chris s t.oo, end so t.1JLes
wores(wor ). I recollect. one christmas we had t.er blild er lime klll(Idln).
If we bad erlhollday we ould rest.

If t.har wuz er weddin or a '00. ryin e went t.er hit., speci~
if hit. WUll: er member uv de farm dat we wuz on.If dere wuznt. er weddin or
er funeral ever n e wou' 00 git. t.er go no wbar.

The war c e when I wuz quit.e er big girl. I remember thet. IIij"
uncle en cousin joined in wid d. yenltees ter help fight. fer freedom.

IIlle yenltees come tar our place end runned Uaaser Jim flIJay, and t.ook de house
fer a hospital. Dey t.ook all uv lia8eer trims cloose(clothee) end gid(gave)
dem to de men fo'keees(folka) dare on de fanD. Dey blrned up all uv de
cot.t.on, bay, peas andever thang dat. z in de barns. Dey mad de whit.e
I'o'kes cook 1'er de colored and den serYe d while dey ate. D made dem do
fer us lack we had been doin fer demo Dey owed de whit.e 1'0' es what. hit
wuz ter have t.er work l' r SO body else. De Yankees st.e;yed at. ~our place 1'er
de longest.. en dey did leave dare wuznt. er mouthful ter eat. der house.

en de war WIlZ over Jlaaser Jila t.old us dat. we would have tel' ind sO e
wbar else tar live. Course some uv de fo'kes had alr ad;y gone :fore he come
back home. WE lett. 'seer Jims end moved t.o er nodder farm. We got. pay fer
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de ork oot. we did on dis odder place. Shortly af't.er de war deE:
Xu lUux took out. af'ter de colored people. Dey would come t6 de

colored fokes house and scare dem t.er deaf'(death). Dey would t.ake de
colored fokes out. lllld whup dell t.er deaf', end. does( those) dat. dey didn
wbup dey would tie em up by their fingers or t.oes. Dey WZ terribly
mean. De Xu nux would c ter yer wlndoor(wUldow) at night and S8¥
fer ti aint long. De fokell WIlZ llcared ter death, I at night a hole
(wbcqe)blDch uv d would git ter-gether and s~. De Xu Klux got so

bad dat dey would git us in de ~ time. Dey took so uv dll colored
people end t.hrowed de in driver ter drOlJlJl. Dey did dis till some
uv de fokes :from de nort.h c and stopped them, and den d y didn stop,
but dey did quiet. down fer er hile. Dey tells lIle dat de !:\l~ is
st.ill organized in so_ parts uv de country right. n •

I Jll8rried Nelson, Granberry. THe "eddin WIlZ private. I dont.
havs any cbillun, blt uy husband got. four, 1:hree boys and er girl.
I bavent. heerd(heard) :f1·om any uv them t'er er long t.ime dey IIlight. all
be dead.

Abe Lincoln WIlZ de best. president thet. thi8 country ever knowed.
If hit. hadn er bean fer him we would still be SlaWlS right now. I dent.
t.hank(think) so mch uv Je:f:f,Davis cause he tried tar keep de 8laves
:from gitt.in their :freedc.. I ought not ter 8B¥ it blt it is true.
Booker T.~ WIll: onll uv the most outstsnd1n negroes in the
country.He ruz tryin ter riee(raise)the standard uv the negro race.

t Joined the cburch because the Biblll S8¥S thet all people
should Join -the' oburcb and be christians. Jesus Christ set. up the Cburch
and said fer every body the want.ed t.er be saved to came unto him.
Sin is the Caull8 UV the orld bein in the fix it U in ~. The only

wtJ;! to :fight si'I1 is tar git togethsr. :f we can do wtJ;! wid sin right
now the wor), would be a paradise. In e cbIlrch we learn the Will of
God end what he would baVll Ull to do.

Ther:e were no pooh white
back in thejmountaina.
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