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copled J'ro. Blrminaha. A.a-Herald, •

Frank 11111. Barnett'. Tribute to an _.-Sleye

and S-xton or tbe J'lr.' Baptl.t Cburob ror 50

year., 1 &.f~~L- W"'--.
r ",i

Dan Walker,

•

•And wbo was tbl. ne,ro, Who.e deatb wa. ourned by wblte and blaOkf
\

'0. nearly a balr oentury be was .exton or tbe Flrst Baptl.t oburob or
,

Euraula. pastor. oa e and went but Dan beld b1s job. Pastors were orl\­

iol.ed but Dan esoaped. He wal knO al Dan tbe raitbtUl.

Growlna up ln a bo.e or rerlne.ent be caugbt tbe a'.ospbere wb10b

tlaP.rYad.d tbe old 'anta-billaa' bo•••• and tb.re was an lnate oourt••y

about bl. tbat upbeld tb. b.lt traditlon. or a. oblvalrl0 a ra.. a. eyer

trod tb1. A.erlwan loll or our•• He bad oaugb' tb. oue or tb. b.I' type
•

or Soutbern gentel.an.

Danlel Walk.r was a good oltiz.n, I never b.ard augbt against bis

obaraoter and never knew or bil baving gott.n into any trouble witb wbit.

or blaok. Hls llre was or serV1oe~ lived .odestry and industriou.1Y, ror

be was a bard worker and prOyid.d well ror bls ramily, and eouoated bis

obl1dren and playld bls part as a .an.

He was a devoted Obrlstlan. His was not tbe blaiant type of Cbris­

tianity. Tber. was notblng lou4-aoutbed about bls rellglou. proflssiona.

He 10va4 God and walked in tbe patb. of bis Kaster. Tbose wbo knew Daniel

Walker, tbe sexton, felt tbat be ' bad ~atber be a doorkeeper in tbe bouse

of tbe Lord tban to dw'll ln tbe tents or tbe wioked'. He was tbe ldeal

oburob janitor. H. dld bis wOrk wltbout fu•• and wal r.verential in bi.

aannsr. I n.ver knew a .an wbo wa. better fitted for bls job, and lt wal

a lUa-long one.

It was ..in.ntly flttl~ tba' wben .e dl.d be Ibould be buried two.





.'. •

ProJ.ot. *3610 •

Not.wortb,y Ooour.noea AlIOng egroaa During

eoonatruot n. 'Ona at Eutaule'. Hero••••

~ )
The first at this story 18 g1 nn by a, Ed Dantzlar, daughter ot William

-
s. Ed y.rng, daughtar at Chaunc.y Rhod... both nowBray,and tha laat part by

redding in Eufaula.

It waa at the bloody battle ot Appomattox.in tha thickeat ct tha tight,

whare the daad and the dying w.ra that William Bray telt some on. pulling hi.

Virginia and Ranaom was bis Body Servant

ott
f\

dying bc it was ycung

that bad bean
-d

Cavalry. Bray belped carrytbe war. Ha was in tbe

by the arm and turning aaw a ycung negro holding

...ut.....t. Lynn at

with him throughcut

tb. tield and tor days nursed bim witb tbe be~p at Ransc" but be died

William Bray said be bad never sean ater griet a~d deyction 'ban

bad senral cbildre I Sam Lynn, bis son still

bomB to Eutaula to bis wite. Tbey bUilt

young master. Lieut. Lynn knew be wa. dyingtbat ct tbe slave,Ransom tcr bis
\

and gave Ransom to William Bray. bad leave ct abs nce and bs brought bi.
~

bim a bome and ba mirrle41\ lIandy
) -in Butaula a Aisb.r-

n by t~de. For years worked tor tbe Brays and was tbeir a rriage dri-'r

Several years atter tbe war tbey sold tbeir borses and carriage and b. b.cam.

carriage driver tb.n tor Cbauncey Rbode ••

Ransom was a lovar at borses and little boys,and all tbe little boy. in

tbe neigbborhood were bis triend••
-v'

Jamia was the little ~on ct 111'. and IIrs. Cbauncey Rbodes.

• One day Ransom was plowing one ot tbs borses in tbe gardan. The large

.tabls bad a lott aboY. tilled witb bay. He said be smelt smoke and looking up,

to bis borror, saw a tlame coming trom tbe top, and Jamie and anotber little

playmat., Don ld Robinson, danoing and Clapping tbeir bands with gl.e. Tb.
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•

0eI1IIa Com1.••
ta1l1a.~•

• 0'-wortll7 CIHlIraao•• -~nc ........ Du1Jls
1leoo...'NCIU_. -OM of Illat..la·. ~.­

(PIIoto) •

'lb. tint t 'hlO -'OIT 1. ctnn b)" • Danhl...

IWIP'." ot W1U1aa....,. aDd tbe laot part -, Itn. J:4~. 4aCh''''
ot ClhIPuMe1 Jlbo4... 'both now .141Jlc ln lIIIIr_la.

It .. a' tho 1»10047 be,n. ot ApP.-a''-. 1ft 'b. th1 ..,

ot the tlCh'. w1Iero tllo lIM4 and tllo 411nc .... Usa, WUn. ....,

t.U • PuU1Jlc 1IU _ tbe aftl hJ'Il1JW .." a , .....

bo141Jlc a 471JlC 1107. It .. ,.... Ll..t_, LJm of Ylrpua aDd

Ran.- ... bl. Bo47 ........ tba' ~~ w1' 1IUt~' ,be

.,.. W. ft. 1Jl the Caft1r7. ...., be].pe4 oaPI7 tbe _404 boJ'

ott the nlo4 and t. «are _04 b1a witb tbe he~ of J\aB_. but

bo 4loc1.

Wllu. ...., oa1d he bad n........Il PH'''' p1l11f and 4noU_

tball tba' ot the .la JIM_. tw hi. , -.at...

Ll..t. L,na be .. 471JlI aDd pya to Wll11M Brq•

...., h.a a~ ot abe_ aa4 be~, hi.~ to Illat.ta to

b10 wit•• fbo7 bullt 1IU a ~ u4 be 8U'I'loc1 ,be~ etrl ~.

tbe1 ba4 ...oral oh11~. .... LJlUI. hi••0Il .till ....140. 1ft

t ..la and 10 tloh_ b7 vad.. r.,..... 1Ian_ woJ1to4 tfJIr the

...,. ana ... tb.b~.dft.........-a1,..... afteJ' tbe ....

the, .01d thel.. bo..... and .arr1aco. and ho b_ O&ft'1aco 4r1....

tboll to.. 0heuM., Jlbo4e••

1lau0ll ... a lOY... ot bwo•• and Utn. boro. and all the

1Un. bo,. 1D tho llo1~ ..... ble trt .

JaJd.... the U"1o tl.. 1- old .on ot ana .... Cl1Ia1m-

••, Rbo4M. On. 4a7 au- .. p1C1'w1J1s OIl. ot the boN.. 11l tbe
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GREETINGS

THE AL.t.llAIU GUIDE

A bill has been introduced in the State
Legislature prOViding for a loan to 'per­
mi t publication of our Alabema Guids at
state sxpense. The loan would be repaid
through sale of copiss of the Guide.

HELP "ANTED

Myrtle Miles•••••State Director
G. L. Clar~ ••• ~.Edltor
E. F. Harper•••••~s8oclate Editor
Mary Jo Clinton••Art Editor

This is a volunteer activity for the
purpose of increasing our facility and
efficiency as writers. Project workers
allover the state are invited to submit
material for publication.

PUBLISHED 1I0J1THLY BY THE J'EDEIUL WRITERS I

PlIOJECT 07.u..A.llAl1A. 505 COURTHOUSE, BIR­
IIINGHAII, ALL. JITH THE COOPERATION OJ'
THE BIRllINGHAII DISTRICT ADIIINISTllUION
OiTICE, 1P.l.

With this numbsr John Proctor kills,
rssearch editor of the Montgomery project
and a poet of distinction, j~n. our con­
tributors as does the Mobile project
supervisor and authority on early history,

--------------------1 Francois Ludgere Diard. lelcome. Mr. lUllS
and Mr. Diardl •

-
Are you working on your mas. for the

STORY competition? The editor is strug­
gling with hiS, and doing very poorly.
thank you.

It is the aim, alWays, of the staff of
'Bems Scripts to improve the publication
in evsry way possible. To do that we
need your hslp, in the way of construc­
tive criticism. This is not a bid for
pats on the editorial back. We want to
know what change you feel would make our
journal bstter.

MOBILE'S FAMOUS
AZALEA TRAIL

By Francoi s Ludgere Diard
1I0st of you may have heard the story ___

of the colored preacher who, at the snd On Sunday, February 14, 1937. Mobile's
of his pastoral year, called for a vote ninth annual Azalea Trail was officially
from his flock on the matter of preaching opened by Miss Cornelia IIcDuffie. queen
for the coming year. Here was his way of of the Mardi Gras. She cut the pink rib- •
phrasing the question: "Bredren. hap Ah bon spenning st Joseph Street at st. Fran-
been a good shepherd to dis flock dis last cis, admitting a cavalcede of 200 automo-
pas' yeah?" He had not been popular so biles lod by a motorcycle escort. The Az","
there was no response. ttDen. bredren. lea Trail bas become a nationally known
does yo' want me foh yo' pastoh for an- flowsr fsstival.
uddah yeah?" The silence continued so
he paused, then announced: "Silsncs gibs
consent, so Ab's yo' pastoh foh de nex' LOOKS AT BOOKS
yeah I "

•

•

aro lato in
"lian 's Fa!r-

Likewise, as long as you remain 8ilent~

we will continue on the assumption that
you ars pleased with the present 'Bema
Scripts. It's the pig which does the
squealing gets the corn you know.

~his is not the state director's maga­
zine. or the editorial staff's magazine,
it is our magazine. The staff is only
the cooks. You readers are the ('Ines who
eat the porridge. so don't forget to tell
us when the flavor is not right,

"IIAN'S FAIREST HOPE"
By Dr. Leslio Loe Gwaltney

(Reviewed by G. L. Clark)

Some books, like some men,
receiving just rocognition.
est Hope" is such a booko

Dr. Gwaltney, the auther, is widely
known as minister, oditor and young peo­
pIe's leador. After yoars of distingui­
shed sorvioe as pester of various Beptist

(Continued next pago)
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•

••
••c~. en put em in de meet ~outlandleht plac•• - in d~ top ot d bay-loft; in d. hen hou•• ,

. ' .
•h. put blor gold ....tch und.r .r ••ttin-h.n, I diar _her all d. rit~l!lac.. ~ put

thlngs. • ..
• .. ; -

•• •-" AUnt ~or la, where did they.hid. th.1r .1l~r·?

• ,
•• • • I

" Law Honey, d.y planted it in d. ri.ld. lalt lt ••

find it" nelth.r:" - • •
, --•

• I' •oorJi,"eu"d6·y&.Dke.1 never did
~ . {. .

J. ... .... I /;If'

• • •

And over Aunt Geor!'ia'. fac. c..... a sm11. of .ati.raction that har ·whl te follt.-
•

had ~ tho &.. a the .yank•••••

Gall one
•

1cag1n. • rae. probl.m
•

.oeiat.d
- ,

with' people
•

111t. Aunt Georgia and

•

•
• iODS. at 'whit f i.ndo?

A peculiarity or "Aunt Oeor la'a" speech, 18 use of perre~. En~ll.h &8 used

by h.r .~.t.r'. t 11y, ~or a ••ntene. 'or two and lhan .&. will drop into socething 111t.

• h.r

the Tern. euler of the N.
, -

088 omang 'wbom shit now livell. She 8TOh d tect. the itr.rene.

'I' (J:I'·

her••lf • 1 p~al~ly trl•• to us. h.r early trainl in .p.och; whon t-l 1~g't6 whit. peopl••
, , , ! • •

• I

•

•
-:-i ,~••• ,,

•
• •

•

• •

,

•

, .
•

• •

•
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GREETINGS

TIlE ALABAIIA GUIDE

A bill has been introduced in \he State
Legislature providing for a loan to per­
mi t publication of our AlabaIM Guide at
stats expanse. The loan would be repaid
through sale of copies of the Guide.

PlmLISlIED 1I0li1THLT BT TIlE nDEllAL WHITERS'
PllOJECT OJ' J.L.6JlAIIA. 505 COURTHOUSE, HIR­
lIIliCRAII, ALA.. JITH TIlE COOPElUfION OF
TIlE HIRliiNGRAII DISTHI CT .ADlIIliISTRATION
ornCE, 1P.l.

Myrtle Miles•••••State Director
~. L. Clar~ •••••Edltor
E. F. Harper•••••~8soclate Editor
Mary Jo Clinton••Art Editor

This is a voluntser activity for the
purpose of increasing our facility and
efficiency as writers. Project workera
allover the state are invited to submit
material for publication.

With this number John Proctor .ills,
research editor of the Montgomery project
and a poet of distinction. j&1ns our con­
tributors as does the Mobile project
supervisor and authority on early history,

___________________., Francois Ludgere Diard. Welcome. Mr. lUllS.
and IIr. Diardl

IIELP "ANTED .
-

•

j.re you working on your mBa. for the
STORT competition? The editor is strug­
gling with his, and doing vdry poorly.
thank you.

It is the aim, alWays, of the staff of
'Bame Scripts to improve the publication
in every way possible. To do that we
need your help, in the way of construc­
tive criticism. This is not a bid for
pats on the editorial back. We want to
know what change you feel would make our
journal better.

1I0BILE'S FAMOUS
AZALEA TRAIL

By Francoi s Ludgere Diard
Most of you may bave heard the story ___

of the colored preacher who, at the end On Sunday, February 14, 1937. ~obile's

of his pastoral year, called for a vote ninth annual Azalea Trail was officially
from his flock on the matter of preaching opened by lIiss Cornelia IIcDuffie, queen
for the coming year. Here was his way of of the Ilardi Gras. She cut the pink rib­
phrasing the question: "Bredren, bat Ab bon spanning St Joseph Street at St. Fran­
been a good shepherd to dis flock dis las' c1&, admitting a cavalcade of 200 automo-
pas' yeah?" He bad not been popular so biles led by a motorcycle escort. The Aza-
there was no rssponae. "Den, bredren, lea Trail bas become a nationally known
does yo' want me foh yo' pastoh for an- flower festival.
uddah yeah? The sUence continued 50 , _

he paused, then announced: .Silence gibs r
consent, so Ab's yo' pastoh foh de nex' LOOKS AT BOOKS
yeahl"

are lato in
"Iian's Fair-

Likewise, as long 8S ydu remain silent,
we will continue on the assumption that
you are pleased with the present 'BalM
Scripts. It's the pig which does the
squealing gets the corn you know.

t~S is not the state director's mag&­
zine. or the editorial staff's magazine.
it is our magazine. The staff is only
the cooks. You readers are the eneB who
eat tbs porridge. so don't forget to tell
us when the flavor is not right.

"lIAIFS FAIREST HOPE"
By Dr. Leslie Lee Gwaltney

(Reviewed by G. L. Clark)

Some books t like soma men,
receiving just recognition.
est Hope" is such a book.

Dr. GWaltney, the author, 1& widely
known as minister, editor and young poo­
ple's leador. After years of distingui­
shed aorvics as pastor of various Baptist

(Continued noxt pago)
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• Georsia" ~-Sl...e.• ••

•

Oll

or real

• ., I' •.. •
111 IU. twlotiou or r:::;II

~re.ence ot peraons at qual1t
jU~

Th... i ••om.thing apre'o1ft about the

.erit; bl 1t the k1e~ on h1. thro • the pr1e.t

014-tae ala • 0•• e.,rlT. a so01ati~na enl 1n intimate oo"tact nth the' fio r ot the
• •

wh1te race 1" the uth. Particularly 1. this trus ot tho.e' I rol. ho ware bro~t up

as housl ••rftllte in tho.e lIIIII1810na here culturw ud cood-breedbg ..

'Yldenoe •
, . .. It wa. but

111 such thoro\l8ll
I

" ..tural that ..nurs and cueto.. ot the re~11Ie4 white people .hould

be ,..oquired" and absorbed as their on by tho.e .l.ft••0 rortun..te a. to be oho.... tor dut1eaf
,

,

in a .phenl .0 intimately associated w1th the l1y 11te. "or is it to be eo" enid that the

te

• the

•

r .....1.i>in .,., ber. ot th..t raoe ahould carry throughout 11"e. "0" "eatillg the oentury mark.

impre••ions and lesaons ot that truly "golden era,"

•
. Typ10..l ot that era and ite cuato • we tid 'A.uIlt· org1.. l'lou:' y. no" 111 her

•
nlnetieth ye .alert i" mi"d and t ..irly ..cti"e - only her .now-, it.. hair te.t1ty1nc to h..r

..dvanced ..g.. "Aunt GeorS1... • •• ehe i ...ttectioaatoly call..d bY'a legio" ot tr1e"ds.li"e.
" t

0" Orange Street 1n r ...dl1y gave me this aocount ot her early 11te ...d eurrou:nd-
•

ings: " Honey. my Old'l.:e.r.ter .... Amer10u. !.litchell. and I we. born at 'E1IIlor.land' •"ear •

~..l1le. moth..r died whan I we. born. and Il1' Old., atta, ry tit.heU. r&iae4 me :1'rt
I

de 'b1g hou e'( an4 it i •• big hou•• - E1IIlor.laad i. ODe ot t

• beUUDl home. in Alab.... ),and r .... ""...d attar
• •

•• • •••••
••

•

. dId

•
tin••t exe~le. ot ante

ster'. siater, ~ aa Georgia
,

,r .... rai••4 a hou.e girl an4 .l.pt in •• Georgi.'. 1'OQIIl ..4 WOnl, d olsaJI

cloth.. all d. t ae, oau.... r we... :lur••
•

i4 ud 4'id of aeeoo iat. nd d. 00''''' rs •
..

r nu•••4 4. whit. babi...." lubbed em muoh a. 4ey'o' talk. d1d. :h9n treed OOID r
. "

•

.tayed right 0" w1d Old • sti•• t.ll Old I.&r.ter d1ed en she mond to Eutaul.. to lin lI'ith h.r
•

• ., . -rry." •

• • , '

I a. 4 Aunt Georgia it 'h. ""Jlembered lllIic:!1 ilbout ,he war:
• • •

"Roney,dey say'de Yankee. 1a comiJl, de Yankees i. 'eoaia' en us abo _s scare"

" dr1~ 'all de horaes,en co a en hogs

clar too ell hid

,
,

creek (CheWalla) en dey ,iook'd. teath.r·beds doto de namp on da north

(It .... General Ori..on Jl!arch1Ag tI'Qlll • bUe to tufliula)
"-""~#.•.,, , ." ..... ~

•

in .aoks II1l put "'" in

•, ,, '

•
,
•

~ , .ua tied'her tri~et. (jnele)· ,• '. .' • r ...

•

,..
un4er brash (brueh) en .,l. .
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'Sketo~ of 'Aunt' J08aphlna CU~~1nga, IX-Slaya.

S~e olalm8 to be the oldeat negro ln Eufaula,(but you oant tall). Say.

a~e 18 nlnety four. as bo~ in Nort~ Georgia, on 8 planta\lon above Atlanta.

Llye. now ln Eufaula wit~ a gra.t-gl~ndaug~ter. Belongod to , rae Rogere'.

S~e 8aid, ',~fter eurrender, . al'se Roger8 !joyed to dis oountrY,(mean188

Al bema) and bought a plantation twix Varse Josiah Flourney's ana General

Toney's. Said ~is plantatlon Jinod t~elra." S~e 881d s~e was a nuroe-malO all

of ~er 11fe, never was a "fteld nlgger". I asksd her i s~e 8aw any ooloter8.

Said s~e ••• atnousanos", ssio Oh ana her lstts ana her 'istie baby ~id in

de s amps t~ree days w~ile

~was ln 'Vlrglnny' snd w~en
S~er sn sno hls army were asaing, arae Rogara

t~ey got bao~ ~ome, there nas llothing left but

a well, every t~lng ~ad been burneo, home, S~OKe house, everything. Sbe 88id

thls well wes a "dry well' wherA they kept butter ana milk and meat8 ln the

Suomer to keep t~lngs 0001. 5ald those three days her Ilttle brother hid ln

th18 well, while the soldiers were paSSing. She sald, "Fore God, Ulssey,

when we got dat ltttle nigger out ob dat well, he bad almost turnad White'.

Aunt Josepbine ls atill 'nurae mald~. She rocks her great-great-great­

grandohildren •

•

,
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:lourney, EX-JIQ e.

a hay loft,

"Aunt" 'jeor31a, about. ninety yebrs old, O"lJlaCl by AOe1'l us l!1 t. ell.

'.Vas born t "El"norelanU" near .ilennv111e. Llvas non Qt. EUlau18, A18,OJ'an~

"; reet. I 8s'~ed bar, "'Aunt- Gear-in, do you r"":lB ber your Clotber!- -r;o, roney

!:Iy mother led hen I as born SI 'lIy ~lSt.lS l:sry '! t.cbell rsised "e_:~;

M .......... &/tt..... ~__ !~
"bi house.(anCl l~ Is e big hcu~el l~orelsnd I as nama" 8t.ta h l', I .
1. ~or 1~ 'ttchell. I .le~~ in hpr roo~. I V<as a "house nl-~pr", neber

ant c a n~-~r c~urcr t.ill I w s grown anCl marrIed, Clidn't t oclete it~ nig-

gel'S, cause I 'as a nurse maid, and I nurse hsr lest baby. "oIly. I stayed

ri ht on after freedo'll, I nabber left '!Iy '\lstis. Staye Clar til old

.ied an 'Oy 1 stia :nove to Eu·'aula to live With her son, .... 'a rse ~erry" .

I asked Aunt. Geer ;;JIB iCI she re:le mbe red much about. the ar. She s!" lC1, /'
l I ,

"Honey. oy nay Cle yankees is cO"11ng, de~ YanKees is .::onln • us sho ",a •

scared. (It ",es the ~'ederal 'Jeneral Grieson "!arching n'om -'obi Ie t.o EUle.ula).

All Cle cO'.?O and horses ana hogs we 01'1'1 to ~ swao~ Clown on oe nort.h .::reeK.
e>--

(Chewalla) and dey ..oaK ::I~ re~ther beCls down enene too ana hl~ e-:l Wluer "o1'ash

and leaves.(These swoops were gecu hluing places). Uy Ulst.is i.lea her tr1nktts

(jewels) 1n sa.::ks and put dem 1n "0 t1an Ish" places, In ce to 0

_n hen house. I lSre1l08r now she put. in sich runny places,"

"Aunt Georgia where Old ..0"., bioe t~eir silver?" Her ans"er, "Honey, Cley

planted It 1n Cle f1elds."

Au t ..... )1' la' 3 hair Is whIte and her t"ace is swe~t,



•
-

"Aunt Genrgls" , !X-Slays •
, ' - -----'

• •
Thera 1a som.thing imprassho about tho prooenc. ot poroon. ot qusHt)'ljl"ot "roal

'. jud,...
merlt; b. lt the kiDg on hls throne, tho prl••t In hl. tunotlO~~ or the,,~.. ~ on

tho lIonoh. bil~ around noa~ ot tho"" 10 th~t stlllO.phom 'JIlO:':o Oyldont t~,~dW.4 'o~ ot tho
· . ~ . . - . .. '.. '. . "

old-tim••la,.. Who•••ar~1."aalOolatl~n.waro in intimato contsct wlth th.'flowsr ot tho. .. ." .· , .'
white ruoo In tha South. Partlcularly 10 thlo true ot,tho.s'Nagron who nrs hrought up

'. • I, .

,•
evidence .

no houoe ••nant. in tho.e lIl.IlDolon. whore culture and good· bre.d1Jlg ware u .uch thorough
, I" ( '. •

It ... hWl netural that mannore and cuatomo ot the re~ln.d whlh, people .hould, ..
, , I • ' • .,

h. ,aoquired" and ab.ohad a. the1r own by tho•••lay...,0 tortunate a. to he oho••n tor dutl.
, ····.f·:'- ...: .. . .

ln a sphere ao intimately a080olotad with tho toI!llly Hto, 'llor 10'lt to be wondored that tho. ... ., .
•• ,. •. .I. ...4. .

tsrr remalilinG mOlllbei'o ot that race should carry throUghout lhes now nearlng tho c.ntury INll'k,. ... .. _. ---- .- - ... -
the Imrresslons and lessons ot that truly "golden era,~_. -- - -

••

, ,

, 'Typical ot that era and lts customa, we tind "Aunt" Georgia Flou:'noy, nOIf ln h.r. " .', , ,
,

nlnetleth yeer,aler~ ln mind end
•

talrly actiYe - only her show-~hlte halr testltybg to her
, , ,

, ,,

, '

Eut'aula, an
•,

'HAunt Georsla," as she ls atfectionatoly callad bY'~ leglon ot triends,llves
, ',I, , ., ,

readily gav.... tllis, aocount ot ha>: sarly Hte and surround­
, ( ,

" Honey, m.y Old water was Americus IJ1tchell, and I was born at 'Elmoreland' ,near ."...ings:

advanced age,

on Orangs Streat ln

, ,

•
.. ..,.. , ,

1~ ODS ot the tlne,at exempleo ot ante
, I• 1

,
I.:y mother dled when ,I was born,end my Old !>ilsUo,Mary !.Utchell, relood me in

•,
~vllla.

d. 'big houaa'( end,lt ls a blg house - Elmoraland
, , , ..

bellum hoine. in Alebema). 81ld I .."s De'"'\d atter
•

•• • •••••
, ,

•
, dld tler.ter· 0 sl.ter, ua.o Georgla

•- ,
,I ""a relsed a houso glrl end olopt,ln ua.. Gaorgla's 1'OQIIl and woro good clean

, '

clnth•• all
, ,

,

de time. cause
..

I ..as a .,urse maid and 'd'1d
,

,
I .

not assooiate
,

wid de cOl'lllOn nlggers.
,
, ,

I nussed de whlte babl.e,.n lubbed em much a. dey'own tolk. dld.
• : :t

.. , -.
.'b~D freedom come I

, ,
,

otayed right on'wld Old 1115tla, tell Old Uar8ter dlod en she moved to Sutaul8 to 11ve Iflth her
, , . ,

,
I a8~9d Aunt Georgla it she war: -•

,

,,
•

,

..
the

• I. •
" ,

,.. ,

,
rc:uembeted mu'c1i ';,bout

, '

.-
•" .'

SOD. "Marso l~rry."

"HOney,dey say'de Yankees 1s coQin. de Yankees i8'~omin' en us abo was scared"
•

(It was General
,

Grleson J!!arch1ng trom l.:obUe' "to'£UtaUla)'I';e drlv 'al.l de
.... r· .. · '! 'J"I' .. ~ '., : \ -.. \. - ." -: , ...

horses.en cows en bogs

to de s ..emp on de north creek (Chewalla) en,'d.y '1;ook'<de 1'eathor'beds dOlm dar too en hid O!ll
" 1.: .. ', ': .,0 "';' 0'0 o' ••0. •

under breoh (brueh) e~ ~:eeYe••, .. l4y ::'fatia" tled :~~r, ~~i~sts:(j~Vlel';),,~ U;ks en put e:u in,

•
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Uncle ... ie 1:nes ...as Jlai:! 5'F s sl.tb ly ~

'Gen tlc.'1l8li fre:a de ! ••rth·.

I

uncle ~abe bao had a stroke SOG io vary feebla, b~t hs ' 9~bers lot

bout Slov<r~' time,and _iS3Y, am' J tapp timss'. Ha said he "as '" l:-tt 0'

tar- .I.. the "1 !t:'zt'!.cn. AI 'tar ItFreeaom" nele Gabe

'Silvar Run' ano there ha married Aru.a. Anna d19d nine yaars ago

d 3sbe has been a very lonely old nagro since. bey never had any children.

Gabe ~alks frealy abou~ Reconstruction. Ha said after be and Anna

married, snd they '\'UZ treed niggers, a whi te gentleman from de .,or~h CD.me

by their house at Silvar Run and tuk u~ to Columbua, Ga.' Ha said he was

guina pay dem fin" "1'1 'laa .' The fine wages was "fifty cents a month', tbe

first money Uncle Gabe and Aunt Anna had ever seen. Thay were slaves and

had no usa for money. Tbis 'Fine gentleman from de Nortb' let them live in

a little 'out bouse', not a li~tle log cabin in ~be pines,'lak dey had at

ver Run, witb bonaysuc~~es and a garden and chickens". X. from the

lortb es a Carpet bag·\er that had come to Columbus, Ga. after ',ilaon' s

Raid'.(He was not a "gentleman from the ~orth").

Tbis is Uncle Gabe's L. __ /: 'He and A~.a were setting before de fire

and de wind wuz bl01lin and de ligbtening flasbing. Dey heard sumfin sto~pin,
kivered in wbite

dey tipped to de door and dar wuz a million borses~witb dey eyes poking out,

~ndueetting on dem borses wuz men kivered in white just •
lak dem borses witb

dey eyes poking out, >lnd de Cepin he hald de 1'lamio cross.Lord Missey, me

ana my old Omen wuz so scared us oJ 'Jst fell on cur po old knees and axt ou1L
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Old Gabe had been long in this world--close to one hundred

years. Be had encountered many experiences,but one had out-lasted

all the others--even the stroke that made him older and more feeble.

That experience had caused Gabe and his "ole 'oman" to stray far from

the fold--and to walk sll the way back to its shelter.

That was back in Reconstruction days,when he was'not "bandy

in his knees"--and long before Anna left him alone in his oabin with

just memories of earlier and happier days •

Gabe was "birthed in cusseta.Georgia," the son of two

faithful old slavea.Betty and Gabe Bines.and they "all 'longed to

Marsa William S1ipp.an' Miss Ma'y."

ItEndurin' of de 1'Al.h,I was big enuff to be wa ter toter on de

plantation.No.Li'l MiesY,I doan 'zactly know how old I is 'oeptin'

by de squeakin an' aohin' of my bones. I'members lots 'bout doze

days--dem was happy times,Li'l Missy, Arter we all wuz freed,I went

to Silver Run to live.and thar I mehied anna •••• She lef me nine yeahs
•

ago,an ' that broke the happiness. I m1as her ev' whar.jes' keep

a-m1ssin' her tho nine yeahs hey gone sence dey tuk her rrom de osbin
de

an' lef' her up thar on'" hill ..••• Dere's nights when de m1s~ry in

dese 01' bones jist gits pest standin' ,an on sich nights she come tar
•me and holp me wid de linnymint jea' as she uster do. But she oaint

when she come.



•

•

2- -. .
" I wuz s-tellin' jer 'bout Silver Run. Arter we wuz mahied and wuz

gittin' us't tar bein' ~ee niggahs,sn happy in our csbin,one night

s gsn'ulman trum de no'th wuz to see us,en' he tol' us if wS'd go

wid him,hs'd pay us big wsges and gin us stine houss ter boot •

"Fer two nighta we sot dere by dat chimbly er thinkin' er sight,

to do or to don't.Ponderin' thia way and tother ona. Den we cided

ter go.We let ev'y thin' thar,ceptin' whut we tied up in a bandana

han'chief,and tied thet onto a stick.ter de gen'ulman trum de no'th

wouldn't let us take no baggage. lfe wuz goin' ter Columbus Geo'gia.

"Li'l isay,when we got thar whar he wus a-takin' ua,we foun'

the big wages to be fifty oents a month,and dat fine house tU'ned out
be mo'

ter _0' like a atable. Instid of our cabin and gyrden,and chickena.

and our trees.we had this turrible place.right out under the hot sun.

wid watllh miles away down a hill.

"MiasY,I nebber will be able to tell myself whut made us do hit

no mo' den I'll ebber be able ter tell how skeered I wuz one night

when de wind howled,an' the light!nin' sprayin' obar de hull place,

an' de z so turrible hit was a-sobbin' in de tiah. e knowed de

•
dabbil wuz ridin' da win' dat night•

" e wuz a sittin' thar beto' the fiah,me an my 01' 'oID8n,when

we heer~ stompin like a million horses hed stopped out side de do.

we tipped to de do an' peeked out,an' li'l Missy t we seed was 80

tUDribls our eyes jes' mos' popped out our haid. Dere wuz a million

hossss all klvered in whita,wid dey eyes poXin' out.An s-settin'

on de hosses wuz men kivered in white too,tall as giants,sn' dey eya8

... wuz a-pokin' out too. Dere wuz a lesder,an' he heldt a bU'ning

cross in his hand.
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"When we aeed dst,we tell on our po' kneea,akeered moa'

ter de n we axed the Great ~r88 to holp two po' 01' nlggaha,an'

holp 'em qulck.

"De 1'ust thln' we knowad dem X:uKluxea had de gen' ulmen trum

de no'th out ot hls hldln' place 'hlnd our house,an a-aettin' on

one ot dem hoases. Day nebber spoke wld htm.Dey jea' tuk him ott

aomewbar,we nebber knowed wbar,but he dln't come back no mo'.

"Ll'l Klssy,we heerd arterwards dat dls gen'ulman trom de

no'th wuz no qusl'ty..-....a: a-tall.Dat he wuz de wuat lendah ot all

de deblLo1nt bein' done,one ot dam carpet-bsggin' men •

"Nex' day arter de KuKluxea cotched dls man,his wite let

Columbus in great baste,sayln' ahe couldn't'soclate wid de Columbue

ladlea caze dey 1Illa 80 po. Dey wss pol Dey ls no denyln' thet taco

We wuz all po' ooze the Yankees done ruint Columbus, But,ll'l M1esy,,
dey's a blg dlt'snoe ln belng po' and qual'ty an' being po'

1Ih1te tra ah.

"What dld I do ln late yeahs? well,ll'l MlssY,we let Columbus
walked

arter whut happen'1m' we~ to EUtaule,wbar twaa sate ter be.

l"or torty yeahs I waked ter the clty and Anna, she tuk ln wa shln'.

Endurln' da t time we wuz gettin' along pretty likely, when one day

Gabrlel blew hia horn ter ADDa,and Gabe was let' alone ••••••

"My 01' 'oman's gone, ••Ll'l lsay,mos' av'y one I knoyed

ls dald.Dls heah oobin ain' home ter me no mo', Blts lonely ev'y 1Ihar.

Maybe I'd orter be thlnkin' 'bout canaan,but hlts 01' timea crowds

dla 01' darkey's heart •••••Ll'l lasy,may be 1Ihin I glts ter wbar

AnDS la,hit will be 01' timea all ovah agin."
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worl<ad hard .nd dld not bUDt moh uo.pt .t n1gbt. Tb.7 d1d ao""po.81111 bUDt1l>1 thaD 8117
othar I<1Dd.

Tb••lu all.d at tour In til. lIorn1D& aDd worad untl1 darl<. 'ltl n .
118d. to lrCll'1< 1n the tl.1da .1th the n. Tlla 01117 ODe. that d1d not h to &0 to th.
t1.1d .... the oooa. '!h••• WOOUD 800d cooa and hlld plct)' ot ,. t.bl.......t.
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All 87 l ....n.d we. to ....d an4 .....1t •• 'l'h. lDa.t... bouiht • ""0 pl'. ohar on4 •

soher.

1ilIDl')' doe. not kno••hara bl. motb... and t.th... 0_ trom. TIl.)' .ar. boupt ••p....t_
11' by • hannOD an4 ..... aa~1e4 on tbe plant.tion .b.r. he ••• born. a. 84 t.o broth...
an4 no .18t.... allot .!luII er. 4ea4. aanr:v ....t to ... auoUon or .1.....1th 111...ut...
ODC. and watohed t_ eo14. Tb. auoUOII blool< •••• acarto14 h1g1ler thaD • be.4. 'l'h•
•1..... .... put on th1. end the .ucUone.. would ••1< tor tb. plant.tion OWD • to bld on
tb... HlIIll')' .dd th.t Oil. b1d reaobed • tbou.and dollar••

a....., .8)'. th.t th...a .er. o er. on the plant.Uon but he dld not ... tb... oU...
b.oau•• h. tool< lit. order. t th ter. 'ftla el.YS. dld not try 10.run .J08T at taD INt

an t .7 did, the 0,.......1'. tool< blo04 bound. t9 o.tcb tbea. 11l....... oolf on. th.t w••
not a llt 1104 tll.\ ••e beoau•• tbe al.......d. tr1enda witb til. do8 tllat cauillt 11111 an4
tlley oould not &'It b1a to tollo t tr.U. aanr:v ••14 th.t we. tb. on1)' t1&. h. len•• or
on. l.tU". ....)'. .n tb. 81.... that b.4 run au.., we. brouibt b.oIe h. • • oha1n.d t••
tr•• 8114 wh1p.,.4 t11 1118 b.ol< aDd no.. and mootb weI'. bloody. _ • pnaral l'Ul. ,he
• ..tar he4 OT.r••ar. tll.t .ar. 1004 to the al......

, the ,t... ot the aer BIIll'Y .1lJ. 'b.t II. 41d not ... D8'I)' yllDlr:....
• t pa...d tlla plent.Uon arOll t~ to t1lla but h. 414 not ... an .'"'11 or

.IIa .llY. th.\ bl. t.lIl1.......t to t1gllt tor 1118 ••et • WhaD ,he .1.,........

tr.ad
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The Story of Aunt Etta Booth, Ex-Slave.

Aunt !tta Booth, claims to be ninety-four years of age. She is very

feeble, csn hardly take a step. She 11ves with her aodaugbter, a wocBn

bout sixty. Her I'arster wae " srse John", Jchn P. Booth, born 1806, t.he son

of Col. Dsvid 30ot.h, His fatoer serv£~ ml~r eneral Jackson and aied

t 1:/,

ovember ~2. IdJ6, he oade Bufaule his homa, and in 1837 as elected

~ajor-General of milltis. rte aied in Eufaula May, 23, 1801.

General Sooth wss 11berally endowed by nat.ure. He ,;""0 "'p his publiC

life and pract.1ced law.

,
hair,

Aunt ~tts ssid her 'Ma" wae ae head house nigger, she curled ~er :ist.is

ist.is Dew~t.t, morning and evening; aoc qhe hac over sixty curls"."

She said when'Uarqe John'died she anC her"Us" anc her rour brothers were sold

1.0 prot'. John llclntosh ln 1808, Presic~nt of Union tamale College, (First

President) st Eufaula. Prof. IcTntoeh was forc~d by reverses of the War be­

tween the States, to ~lve up his labors here and removed to Columbus, Ga.

"Ily la dlec soon !.attar us moved to oe college. I lLiked e country, whar

I wss born, 'ount Lsvel, lots more dan ce city. De young r.lisseys at ae collage

411ihO was gooo to ~e. I washeo and pressea dey clothes, ana cey sho paid me

gcod." She continued to re.,inlsce:"When my ma!:loy died, cey sho .:;tve har a !'ine

funersl,·".!arse Fessor" reac ae ceremony and al cem little missey gele brung

flowers. Hit sho as a grand funeral and I and my bruvvers sot on de front

seat, My mammy maae ae oest. ceaten biSCUit an ce best pound ca~e of air nigger

in "New-faller', den my ammy was 90 ~ooa , she luf every cody, avery body,

cept. "flc "hi te trash'.

Aunt Etta's days are n_bered.











• Askew, ex-slave of Eu1'au]

"Dat was one time when de ban I was playin I and flags was :flyin ,
~

dat us lil niggers didn't get no joll outen it," Gus Askew smiled at the
•

thought of the occasion as he sat on the sunny steps of his comfortable

house in Eufaula. Gus was telling about the investment of Eufaula during

the .Iar between the States.
'l

"Genp Grierson and his men marched right through town," Gus

went on with his story of his boyhood. "Mr. Lincoln done,
but us lil niggers was too skeered to lis sen to any band

said we was free,
•

music, even

the sojers had come to set us f~e. 'Pears like us was all'$gittin l in

somebody's way in dam days and g t tin' skeared of somepin. , But we went
U

on away from the sojers and had a good time'mongst ourselves like we

always done when there wasn't any cotton pickin'. Cotton pickin' time

was when we didn I t have any chanc e to do any playin'.

"After the surrender I didn't

pickin ' and I went blacksmithin' fol' Joe

blacksmith in dis here

cotton

first

de work. They a~'t so much sence all dese here automobiles done got so
r ~

plentifUl and nigh ruint de business. But for seventy years I riz
• n 4 ~

wid de sun and went to dat blacksmith shop. as, enjoying a little misery
1$ If

now, so I takin' my rest."
~

Gus Askew was born a slave " the Edwards family in Henry

County in 1853. lie was brought to Eufaula just before the close of the

war and stayed on as a blackflllith after he was freed. In his seventy

years of hard work he saved enough to buy his home and some property which

maintains him and his wife sine e age and infirmity forced him to turn

over the wrk to his son. !1e has been married 54 year!).... numbers his whi1l!

frierrls by the hurrlreds and is held in great respect by his own race.
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Aunt .0111 A~ond••

Aunt .0111 .aid lb. w.s tb. lotb.r of ·\birt~ obildr.n". Sb. s.id,

"HOD.,., ,.ou aint pud.r bl." d1l, but J••u. got •• oOUllt.d anD .0 1.
-b-Y

Sb. was born In a log vebin wltb 0 lof~ to It o. ars. L.. Cato'. plant.-

tion fiye Bil•• on ~b. w•• t sld. of Ufaala. a.r "Pat woe n••ed Tab. ~.to

and b.r •••• Sophi., Sba b.d one slster, .arth,. .nd two brotb.ra, Bong .nd

Tog•• She .. id sh. rem.mb.rs W.ll b.r ·P.· sad••11 tb.lr furnltur. ano b.r

•••• oook.d in th. flr. plao•• 7b.lr faYerit. br.ao ••s tb.·••b o.k.". Sb•

.. ld, 'Hlt .t alrlgbt for d•• tl••s, but I dont 11k••• now'. ASb cake••• re
•
mad. out of ••al, wat.r and a 11ttl. pinOb of lard; on Sun08,.. th.T w.r. mad.

fro. flour, butter 11a and lard, h.r • a" .oulo rake .11 tb•••b•• out ol.an

tb.n 'kiYlr d. a.b cak. up wld bot a.b•• tl1 bit wea don.'.

Aunt 10111 say. a •••11 as sh. oan ·r.coil.ot" sh. was about tW.IYl or

fourt ••n .b.n fr••do. oa•• , ·oaus. Sb. marrl.d pastor A onas, a.y walk.d oYlr

to Georg.town ano bit waa d. first ti•• sb. abber bad any ShOlS, and b. at

d•• for h.r frOB bia old 'arst.r". Aunt 011y's lir. on tb. "quart.r" was not

a. ba P1 aa otbera, .wause Mar e ~lived in town". Sbe .arried in a strip.d

calioo dreaa(ber Sunda,. drass) ~b. alavea all war. oloth.s mao. or osnaburg.

Sb. aaid, • arae ~s plantation was about two and 8 balf mil.s long and tbr••

mil.a wid•• and sb. re .mbers two ov.rs.ers, tb.y w.r. botb ·po wbit. tra.b",

.nd .ean. on. waa na••d·1••• but"Vara. ~wouldn't'low d•• to b. wbipp.d· ••b•

•a,.. tb. ov.rs.lr work.d b.r a ana Pa so bard, but wb.n Uar•• ~ and Istl •

• artb,. woula rld. out to t • plantatlon In th.ir carriag. witb ~b.ir higb
•

• t.pping blaok bar.... tban tbat ·m.an low down po whit. tra.n L_ would aot

l.ok b. wa. good".

H.r "Pat oould not bunt. bod to work too bard, but b.r " a' bad a .-[d.n

·littl. pato~ behind tbe oabin .nd raia.d lata
of cbicken•• didn't bev

no
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oowa or plg•• got tbeir oilk !rom t.be .11k bou.e. Tbe only work Bba eyer did

during alavery tlae waa to nurae tba litt.la nigger. on tbe plantat.ion wbila

t.beir parent.. were ln t.be f1eld ••

Sbe never sew any oruelt.y. never saw a~ .lave. ln obain•• )farae Lae"

bad a oburcb built oalled a "brusb bouae", bad a floor and seeta. and t.be t..p

waa ooverad wl tb plne bougl1., and Old Man ca to would preaob evary Sunday.
-1I8'S-

Laa's Pa". Her~favorite .on& .ong wa. " I beard da 9Oi08 ob Jeaua Bay" ano her

-Pa'. "I~a guiDe ho.e to dle no aore". Tbey were bapt.laed in tbe creek wben

"got relig10n". None of t.be. were e..r taugbt to read

ran away, " ar.e Lee" waa good and tbey bad plenty to

or wrlte. No alava. ever
tIeat.. Aft.er tbay oa.a

bo.a fro. tbe fielda at. nigbt,"t.bay wqs eo.t. alway••0 tlred t.bay want right
I

to bed elloept. wben tbey bao barbeoue.!. KarBe Lee had two or three a yaar fer

tbem. Chri.t.e. waB tbair b1g ti.a, tbey would bava ae..r.l day. to re.t, but

Aunt oIly aeid, "All de. no oount n1ggera woulo get. runk" •

• bln any of tbe .lave. were slck" arae Lae" wo~ld aend Dr. Thornton

!ufaula to dootor tbe , and give tbea .edl01ne.

All of ber oblloren are deao or wandered away, bar busband, Pastor

end., haa been dead, • oin on twenty yeara", .be llve. in a littla ro••

covered ootta e tbat abe owns. I a.ked AQAt OIly Wbat sba tboUght of Abraba.

Linooln, Jefferso Davla, and Booker ~asbington. She .a1d, "Honey, I aint Dabber

at any of dea gentlemen.". -
Theae Soutber. plantera were rioh baoause the land tney owned was of

• •
v1rgin s01l of great fertlilty ano tbe alaves wbo 010 all tba work oontentad

and bappy. Tbe " ean" overseer waa few anu far betwaen.Tbe product.. of tbe

plantatlons aatlsfled all tbe wants of tbe planter and b1a .lave. and tbe .ala




