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IV~W~ John organ Smith

+~~.J;/Y,
Ex-Slave

Near Eufaula, Alabama OD a bluff stands a little three room

pSabin neatly furnished with

nicely ,ept furniture. Surrounding

of pretty f~owers, and rows of fresh vegetables. Here resides in

peace and tranqui ity

!'ugh Daniel, an old egro slave, aged 96 years "

Jiunt atilda

llOt _.ti.l.da .,...

was a full gDOwn, buxam gal hen the lIar bet le"n the "'tates

was raging. he belonged to United

still active of mind

Eovenon his plantation, near Eufaula•Pmgh, and~ as born
..........

though time has dimed her sight, and sUg tly lIIiI·...... _iIoiI •
J.,

dimini~hed her hearing powers, Sile is

Gen'l John Linguard Hunter befo' she

~en .. I .uz a little pig-tailed nigger, I usta

de daughter

matied ne massa.

c..
and acurate in her m"mories. e will et her speak for c. rself:

J"
"Yassuh, ..hite folks, I rewewber lots of t i,.gs dat happen

(j
in de slabery tillies. I orks aroun' de house for mistis, who

Iplay 'rollO' Void ..assa s chilluns. ,e" ay injuns in de \lOOnS, an'

bui ' dams down on de creek an' sing in de yard an' o~etime we

sho do nevi ish tMings. ,e hid reu ep er in ole
chewin'

Black Bob's bacca, an' you ougnt to seed de faces he made. It

makes me laugh ti I yit. Den we tUken a skank dat us Utt e ,hite
'.r- cJ.JZ-

an' black C1ebi.l:> kotched an' turn him loose~lave quarters. You

ougnt ter seed de ni~rs co e a flyin' outejt.dere. Dey c e out

li~e a swarm of wet antses.



• () (

,
, tter I grew up I ma'ied Joe Danitl, a ouse nigger, an'

Gen'l Hunter, de istis's pappy 'formed de ceremony. ie wuz ma'ied-
in de parlor, an' I wo' a party dress of Miss arals. It sho wuz

Joe, he look

l4e an' ~otmovedsoiree in de back yard.

.... purty; made outen white tarleton wid a pink bow in de front. I

proudhad a pint ribbon 'Roun' my haid too, an'
~I •

~ Atter de weddin' all de niggers on de plantation gathered

about an we had a _
~

to de quarter den, but I still worked in de house. Mistis warn't

goin ter let nobody wash dem julep g asses but me, an' warn't nobody

a goin' ter polish dat silber but dis here nigger, Nawsuh.

(I Durin'de war us arn't bothered much by 8em but atter

de surrender, some po' white trash tried to make us take some lan' •

Some of 'em usta come to de slave quarters, an' -"Ftalk tu us. Dey

saylNiggers you is jus' as good as de white fo'ks. You is 'titled

~
v,asin'ton, an' lo1i.ss <>ara4

~

maid. he said she'd

"Den Iol.assa James an' ~istis moved to

wanted me to go win her to be her house

to vote in de 'lections an' to have money same as dey.1 but most of

us didn't pay no 'tention to\~m.

pay e mon~' it, but I couldn't leave m¥ ole man, Joe,

kaze he had a case of I sumption. Joe died a year later an'

leV e wid fo' little chilluns. Us stayed 'rollO' on ne plantation

an' de new ma sa paid us gOvd money fo' workin', but soon de house

kotched fire an' burn to de groun', an' I have

I bOUglt dis litle house wid de money I saved.

to move to Eufaula.
,-.

I has kin go'lks

in Deetroit dat sen's me a little money, an' spme good peoples

in Eufaula hel s me out some so I is in purt nancial ,shape. I
A,.,

ain't neller ated wid no trashy Dig I~ an't neller
1\

'ten' to. I is goin' to be a proud an' good nigger to de

las' • •
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The Story of Aunt atilds (Pugh) Daniel.

rljnt latil a Deniel, ninety-si« years old, was owned by Senator Ja~es

L. Pugh, United States Senator. whe owns her home, a nioe oottese on the

Eluff, with flowers and a vegetable gardeh. Mer ~,es are bad but she is

still aotive and straight as an srrow. Her granoohildren from Detroit ssnd

hsr _cney, and with oooaslonal aid from the oity • J!""aula she gets al ng

nioely.

"er min ls uni",paired for rast events, her reoolleotieno at' slavery

goo, but for the present she doesn't see~ to grasp things. Senstor Pugh

'Ilarried Sara Serene, a dauahter of Qeneral John Lin;;uard Hunter, and historians

say, ";'0 one surpassed them, the Pughs, in hospi tali ty". On the Pug!! laoe Aunt

~atilda ~s born. On the Pugh plaoe Aunt atilda as married to Joe Daniel, in

"de parler" and "de general, 'Ily Histis Per marrled us", (~eneral Hun ter)1 "He

merri ed us out de "pray' booki" "Ii ssey, ce resa I marri ed in was one of her

party cresses, hit sho was flne, made out ob White tarelton, wid a pink ribbon

tied round my bead, den all de n13gers oome from de plantatlon and ne ha~ a

SUl:' er and a sol rae in de baok yard. I!y ~arster anc. my !~istis was de best
,

'arster and "lstis in de land". She continued, 'Us moveC1 to de 'quarter" ,,,,e
•

and my 01 man, but I still ,orked at ce house, my.Hstis ouldn't let no body

but me POllSh her silver and. wash oeTll .,int JUlip glasaes but "dlS ni'ger".

"Att.er sJrrendar, ",hen 'arse James an oy I.:lstls moved to "aShington, my

. istis(!.!is • .;ara) waate "e to ~o with her Iln be hsr house :naid, but I could

not leeve ~~ old 'Ilsn(he oied that sams year) with e oOnsuortion, and left me

With fcur little chil un".

'Us s.tayed on oe nlentation, us were free nle ers but 'Il~' :'orster e.id us

'ood wages anc "e never left ~im untH 1e blg house burneU and cro;>s ~ot pore,

den we moved to to!'1nC'.lfe la) anc I bou"ht dis r.ousa With de ~on('y I had BeHed
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Parthenia Antionette------_.-/

I/As I was nearing the little schoolhouse on a rising knoll, all shaded

with great oaks and sentineled with tall pines, I heard skipping feet be-
• . II~ he~~is a le,ttar

hwnd me, and one of my little scholars exclaiming, Ki•• A-J( ,It has JUs~

been brought froll the offioe by ~6 ..-- the negro boy who was sent every

Ilorning for the mail.

~A glance at the handwriting gave me to know it waa from my father. I

aoon came to a pause in the school path: for my father wrote that my brothers

were preparing to start for Richmond, Virginia, as soldiers of our new
•

1M; Southern Confederacy. As he wished to han all his children united under
•

his roa!, before the boys went awa", my father earnestly desired me to ask

leave of absence fora few days, so that I might join the home circle also.
~

If The suspending of the school was easily arranged, and I was SODn at

home as*8isting in preparinK my brothers for military service, little dream-

108 they were about to enter into a four-years' confliot.

But, oh, how clearly even now I read every milestone of that convulsed

period, as I look upon it after a quarter of a centuryl Our soldiers, in

their new gray uniforms, all aglow with fiery patriotism, fearing ere they

shou14 join battle that the last booming oannon would have ceased to rever-
Q..

berate among t~ mountains, hillS, and valleys The blue

cockades stresming in the wind, while Southern songs, inspirations of the .

moment, were heard on all sides:~We conquer or di , and ~arewell to

Brother Jonathan 'J leading

•

with fervent a dor•
•
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From,'A Blockade Family', By, Parthenis Antionette

Hagus. 1861 to 1864.

Extracts of the life of Antionette Hague, on the

plantstion of John Garland, where ehe was Governess

the four years of the War Between The states,

•

~ While the war was in progress, it so happened th~t I was far removed

from the seaboard and bor'er states, in southern Alabama, where our people,

enoompassed and blockaded by the Federal forces, were most sadly straitened

and distressed. It is of the exigencies of that stormy day, as hydra-headed

they rose to view, that I have to write; of the many expediments to which

we were reduced on our ever-narrowing territory, daily growing not only

smaller, but less and less adequate for the sustenanae of ourselves, our sol

diers, and the Northern prisoners who wsre cast upon us by the fortunes 01

war.

~ Blame us not too severelYi you who fought On the Union Side; we, too,

loved the Union our great and good Washi n bequeathed us: with what deep

devotion God knoweth. But, as Satan sagely remarks in the book of Job,'sll

that a man hath will he give for his life~'flso a writer or profane h~ory

has truly said that, ' a man's family is the nearest piece of his country

and the dearest onol'. Heed there be any wonder that, "hen a political party,

With no love in its heart for the Southern white people, ~me into power,

a party which we believed felt that the people of the South were fit only

for the pikes hidden at Harper's Ferry, we would have oried out,'What part

have we in David? to your tente, 0 Isreal'.It is cheering to know that our--deeds and intentions have one great Judge, who will say,'~either do I condemn

thee'.

,

I well remember the day when

wires,'The State of Georgia'----my

word came With llght~g speed over the

native State, one of the original thirteen
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From, ·A Blockade Family· ,By, Parthenia Antionette

Hague, 1861 to 1864.

Extracts of the life of Antionette Hague, on the

plantation of John ~arland, where she was Governess
-

the four years of the ar Between the States.

of revolutionary fame----'is out of the Union'. I also remember that we were

by no means elated at be thought that our own noble commonwealth hed seceded

from the sisterhood of the states. Feelings of sadness, tather, somewhat akin

thOU.,at

go

but we

we will willingly

th~ moment an unpleasant
.7

sucoess or adversity,
\

have embraced. And at

of the Peri outside the gate of Paradise, overcame us,
I

said,Come weal or woe,

rise with the cause we

to those

~and

down or

recollection rushed to my mind, which caused me to think that perhaps, after

&11, secession was so very bad. I remembered a temperance lecturer from one

of the New England States, who came to our settlement and who was kindlY re

ceived and warmly welcomed in our Southern homes. There was nothing too go~

for this temperance lecturer from the far North. He was given earnest and

attentive sudiences, with never a thought that in the guise of the temperance

reformer his one sole Furpose was to make a secret survey of our county, to

aseertain which settlements were most densely popUlated With slaves, for the

already maturing uprising of the blacks against the Whites.

WAfter the failure of the insurrection at Harper's ~erry, we saw With
f1WYl.

sorrow deepfelt that the three places in our county whioh were known to

all tao well to be moat t~e~y peopled with slaves were marked on John

Brown's map of blood and massacre, as the first spots for the negro uprising

for the extermination of the Southern whites.

t/When my brothers had left Virginia, I started again for Southern Alabama,

to renew my school duties. As the train sped onward through the tall, long

leaved pines and funereal oypre~s-trees rising here and there on either side,
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bome? Poe's ghastl~ grim~

and alas, nevermore did

From,"A Blockade FamilY', By, Parthenia Antionette

Hague, 1861 to 1864.

Extracts of the lite ot Antionette Hague, on the

plantation ot Jebn Garland , where sbe was Governess

tbs tour ysars ot tbe War Betwe~n Tbe States.

a teeling ot homesick desolation gathered as a tbick mist atound me, witb

vague and undetinad forebodings ot sorrowa in store tor us.

~To add to the depresSion, clouds dark and lowering were slowly looming

up and spreading themselves over the nether heavens, while low and distant

tbunder dying plaintively away seemed never betore to have tallen so mourn

tully on my ear. As I looked trom the window ot the speeding train to the

dark green gloom ot the almost unbroken forest, the low wail ot the wind in

the tops ot the pines, tbe lowering dark clouds dimly outlined through the

shaded Vists, pressed down my heart as witb a great sorrow; the far-away

mutteringe of the thunder, tbe low moan of tbe wind as it rocked to and tro
•

tbe tpps ot the pines, came to me as tbe Banshee's lonely wdil. All seemsd

to prssage some dire aftliction. Could it bs that my tather's housebold had

joined together for the last time in their earthly

and ancient raven seemed to speak the,tNevermore~

ws cbildren ot that happy circle ever meet again.

~As the train gatbersd itselt up in ths Village ot Hurtvi~e,(nowHurts

boro) tbe inkY black clouds, tlasbes ot almost blinding ligbt~, and .

heavy psals ot rolling tbundsr told tbat tbe tempest was uncbainsd.

~I still bad a distance ot tourteen or titteen miles to travel by tbe

back before I should reacb my scbool. But as tbe storm began to increaee so

mucb in violence, I deemed it adVisable to remain in Hurtville tbat nigbt.

On inqpiring for a place to stop for tbe nigbt"! was directed to Mrs. Hurt,

wbose spacious mansion and large,beautiful flower yard and grounds stood

fair to view from tbe little village depot.
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From,"A Blockade Family", By Parthenia Antionette

Hague. 1861 to 18&l.

Extraote of the life of Antionette Hegue, on the

plantation of John Garland, 1Ihere ehe 1Ias Governees

the four year. of the War Bet1leen The Shte••

I{Hi therto I had passed the rtllage by, in my trips bome and back to school

again during 8y vacation daye, so tbat I 1Ias altogether a stranger in the home

of Mrs. Hurt, but on making her acquaintance 1Ias pleased to find her most kind

and generous. My quiet satisfaction 1Ias further augmented by a loved school

companion stepping into the room most unexpeotedly, ere I had been seated half

an hour. It 1Ias a gldd surprise for both. Her father and mother lived in the

village, and as the violent 1Iind and rain storm had made ~ s and bridges

impassable for the time being,.I aooepted the invitation of my friend to

spend the time of ~ detention 1Iith her.

,/ In the near distance the home of my generous employer rose to vie1l, in

every respect the characteristio Southern home, 1Iith its 1Iide halls, long and

broad colo ade, large and airy room., the yard a park in itself, frUits and

fl01lera abounding. Here there 1Ias little or nothing to remind us of the im

pending confliot. We 1Iere far from the border States and remote from the sea-

board. We had surmised that our se,uestered vale must have been the spot 1Ihere

the Indian Chief and his braves thrust their tomahawks deep d01ln in the soil,

1Iith their fAlabama, her.1Ie res~1 ~ But soon it ca•• home to us, as the

~ness of the strife begsn to be realized, and when 1Ie found ourselves ancom

passad by the Federal blockade, that 1Ie had to depend altogether upon our own-resources; and no Bonner had the stern facts 0 e situation forced them-
'7

sleved #pon u., than 1Ie joined with zealous determination to make tbe best

of our position, and to aid the c e our convictions impressed on us as just

and right. And if up to that time, in the South, many had engaged in work

•
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From,"A Blockade Family,"B), Partbenia Antionette

Hague. lB61 to 1864.

Extracts of tile 111. of Antionetta Hague, on tile

plantation of Jobn Garland, wbe ebe was Governess

tbe four years of tbe War Between Tbe States•
•

purely ~. a matter of cboice, tbere were none, even tbe wealtbiest, wbo bad

not been taugbt tbat labor was bonorable, and wbo bad very clear ideas of

bow work must be done; so wben our misfortunes came, we were by no means

found wanting i any of tbe qualities tbat were necessary for tbe cbanged

circumstances.
•

,I Surely tbere was work enougb to be done. our soldiers bad to be fed

and clotbed ; our bome ones bad to be fed and clotbed. All clotbing and

provisions for tbe slaves bad to be produced and manufactured at bome.

Leatber bad to be of our own tanning; all munitions of war were to be

manufactured inside tbe blockade. Tbe buge bales of kerseys, osnaburgs,

and boxes of beavy brogan-sboes, wbicb bad been sbipped from tbe Nortb

to clotbe snd sboe slaves, were tbings of tbe past. Up to tbe beginning

of tbe war we bad been dependent on tbe Nortb for almost everytbing eaten and

worn.Cotton was cUltivated in tbe Soutb almost universally before tbe war,

it was marketed in tbe Nortb, it was manufactured tbere, and tben returned

in various kinds of clotb~erial to us.

rlTb~ tbe slavee migbt be well Clad, tbe owners kept, according to tbe

number of slaves owned, a number of negro women carding and spinning, and

bad looms running all tbe time. Now and tben a planter would be so for

tunate as to secure a bale or more of wbi te sbeeting and osnaburgs from

tbe cotton mills, in excbange for farm produots, wbicb would be quite a

lift, and give a little breatbing-spell from tbe almost incessant sbirr,

bum, and clang of tbe spinning-wbeel and 100••
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Ffom,"A Blockade Family"mBy,Patbenia Antionette

Hague. 1861 to 1864.

Extracts of tbe life of Antionette Hague, on tbe

plantation of Jobn ~4, wbere sbe was Governess

tbe four years of tbe War Between Tbe State••

Ilwide unbleecbed sbeeting was also used for making dresses, and wben

dyed a deep solid color and tastefully made up tbe effect was quite band-

SO.8.

IfAll in our settlement learned to oard, spin, and weave, and tbat was

tbe case with all the women of the south wben tbe blockade closed us in.

~Mrs. G--- promised ber two older daugbters, ber niece, and myself

a new bome-woven, bome-spun dress just as soon as we sbo~ld jointly finish

the make-up of the slaves' fall and winter clotbing, whicb we joined bands

forthwith in cutting out. Two suits apiece of heavy goods were made for

their winter wear, and two suits apiece ~~ material not so heavy for tbeir

spri~ and summer wear. It usually took from six to eight weeks of cutting

out and sewing to get all tbe slaves into tbeir new garments. We were ever

willing to lend our aid in the make-up of the negroes' clotbing, yet the

promise of a aew bome-spun dress, to be dyed and woven as best pleased us

four, aroused our latent energy, and we so~n completed the task witbout

once knowing fatigue.

¥ I ~ wonder how we were able so quickly to edapt ourselves to

the great cbanges rendered necesssry in our modes of lifs by the block

ade. But be it remembered that tbe Southerners wbo were so reduced and so

compelled to zely entirely upon tbeirnown resources belonged to the Anglo-

Saxon race, a race Wbic~, despite all prating about ~race eqtalit bas

civilized America. The reflection to which memory gives

war times in the South is this, that Iblood will tell ••
•

rise when I recall
•
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From, 'A Blockade Family,' By, Partbenia Antionette

Hague. 1861 to 1861.

Extracts of tbe 1ife of Antionette Hague, on tbe

Plantation of Jobn ~arland, wbere sbe was Governess

tbe four years of tbe War Between ~be States

I(sewing sooieties were formed in every bamlet, as well as in our cities,

to keep tbe soldiers of tbe Confederacy clotbed as best we oould. Tbey met

once a week at some lady's bouse, if it was in tbe country. To sucb societies

all tbe clotb tbat could be spared from eacb bousebold was given and made into

soldiers' garments.and even socks, gloves, blankets, woolen coverlets and

bome-made bedqul1ts were donated; wool scarfs, knitted on long oak or bickory

wood nesdles, wsre sent for our soldiers in tbe bittsr cold of Virginia, to

wrap around tbeir necks and Cbver tbeir sars.
•

~Ab, tbose stormy days of our convulsed country bad tbeir guileless

pleasures, as well as sorrows. We were drawn togetber in a closer union, a

tenderer feeling of bumanity linking us all to~tber, botb rich and poor;-
from tbe princely planter, wbo could scarce get off bis wide domains in

a day's ride, and wbo could count bis slaves by tbe tbousand, down to tbe

bumble tenants of the 10g~in on rented or leased land.

II What a fearful day it was for us, wben, in April, 1865, word came

into our plscid va~ley tbat tbe Nortbsrn army was almost at our doors. I

Could not begin to describe our cbagrin and terror. In life one is likely

to remember always tbe exact circumstances under wbicb tbe first sbock of

bad news was received. I know tbat tbe first tidings of tbe approacb of

tbe Yankee forces came to me as I was about ;0 open the gate leading out

on to the fubliC road from Mr. G---'s bomestaed. I was on my way to tbe

school, wben a man rode up, and balting an instant said,'General Grierson

and bis army are marching from Mobile to Eufaula, and tbey will pro~ably

reach Eufaula to-nigbt, or early to-morrow morning ••
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From, "A Blockade Family· By, Parthenia Antionette

Hague. 1861 to 1864.

Extraots of the life of Antionette Hague, on the

plantation of John Garland, where she was Governess

the four years of the War Between The States.

~ As Mr. G----lived near the main highway, he did not expect to escape

the invading army. Now, it seemed, we were to be awakened from the even tenor

of our way. perhaps to know another meaning for {hard times Fear was de

picted on every face, for who could tell that the morrow's sun would cait

its beams upon a heap of smeking ruins, and we be bereft of all the property
~

w had.
fr

M Tesching school was not to be thought of until our suspense wss over.

The blue heavens, so vast and serene, seemed no longer to clasp, mildly and

lovingly, our quiet home in all-embracing arms, nor to smile upon us in peace

and love. thought we,/we shall realize "in part, perhaps fUlly, what

"Old Virginia~and the Border States have passed through for four years, While

with us, in the blockaded interior, all has been so quiet anlundisturbe~1

«How vividly I remember thet day of suspense, as the courier heralded

from house to house his unwelcome message,'Tbe Yankees are comin!l' The ex

plosion of a bomb in eaoh one's yard could not have created greater excite-

mente Planters hastily fled to the swamps a d the deep, unfrequented woods,

with their stock and valuables. At s throughout the day, droves of

cattle and hogs were driven past my employer'S residence to hiding places in

the woods; and wagons and oarriages, filled with whatever valuables could be

quickly gotten together, were •also passing by,

~It was amusing, as well as sad, to see a feather-bed protruding at

least a quarter of its length from a carriage window. In our great anxiety

appearances were not regarded. The single thought of the people wss to
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From,"A Blockade Family," By,Part~enia Antionette

Hague, 1861 to 1864.

Extracts of t~e life of Antionette Hague, on t~e

plantatio~ of Jo~n Garland, w~ere s~e was Governess

t~e four years of t~e War Between T~e states.

proteot t~emeelves and t~eir property as expeditiously and securely as po

ssible. In t~e meantime we were confused and distracted by conflicting rumors.

At one tiae t~e report would be,~Tbe army is not a mile of t; t~en we imag-
•

ined we ~eard guns firing, Again it would be, ~~ey are not coming t~is way

at al' T~en,iT~ey are only ~alf a mile of and we were sure we saw t~e

smoke from some burning dwelling or gin ~ouse.
•

~ It was a day of unceasing flurty and excitement, and as t~e lengt~ening

s~adows gave warning t~at nig~t was drawing on, wit~ troubled feelings we
no

looked from face to face, forAone was left to meet t~e Federal army, should

it pass by on our road, save women and children, and the negro slaves. Mr.

G----was in a deep swamP, about half a mile from his dwelling, With all t~e

stock and wbat was most valuable. His presence with us wonld have done no

good, for 'f tbe ene~ bad come, be migbt bave been bung before our eyes;

or be migbt bave been tortured to make bim tell where ~is gold and silver

were ~idden. Men were so treated in many instances.

II Tbere were some comical places t~oug~t of in w~ic~bto ~ide gold,

silver, jewelry, and ot~er valuables. A lady of our settlement wrapped ~er

watc~ and c~ain, bracelets, and a valuable breast-pin, toget~er wit~ some

otber jewelry, in an old faded rag, and tossed it into tbe middle of a

large rose-busb in ber front yard. There it remained secure altbougb tbB

~ouse and yard were filled wit~ yankee soldiers, wbo searc~ed t~e bouse,

turning up beds and mattresses, pUlling tbe clot bing ont of wardrobes and

bureaus; and yet tbat rose-busb kept its secret.

•

,
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From, 'A Blockede Family',By,Partnenia Antionette

Hague. 1861 to 1864.

Extracts of tne life of Antionette Hague, on tne

plantatio~ of Jonn Garland, wnere sne was Governess

tne four years of Ibe War Betwsen Tne Stats••

• Anotner young woman took ner fatnsr's bag of gold and silver, snd

ran to tne nennouse and put it beneatn tne nest of a setting nen. An old

lady put all ner jewelry in a small jar, cemsnted tne top tigntly on, placed

it in an old bucket, and, let it down into ner well. Wnen all tnings nad

settled down quietly, and it was safe to draw tne jar from tne well, notning
•

was found to be soil.' or injured in tne least. Anotner filled an old asn-

nopper witn bacon, covered it witn a clotn, put asnes over tnat about nalf

a foot deep, tnen witn straw bUilt a nens nest or two, and placed some eggs
•
h

in tnem; and of course tne Yankee soldiers cared notning for tnat insigni ant

aen-nopper and its nen's nest.

~AS darkness closed in, we sat witn folded nands and bated breatn, lis

tening for tne *ramp of tne mignty Nortnern bost, witn tbe unexpressed tbougbt

'woe is me, tbat I sojourn in Mesecn, tbat I dwell in tbe tents In

tbe midst of silent reveries around tne fire, for tbe nigbt was cnill, and

a fire bad been kindled, in ,a~ to dispel tbe gloom and dresd of our feel

ings, one of tbe daugnters turned to ber cous*n and said,~Annie, wbat will

you do if tbe Yenkees. come?~ looo-oo-o,~witb bands upraised, was tbe reply,

Tben Cousin Annie turned to ber cousin, after a long pause, and aSked,lMarie

wbat will you do if tney come?' tumpb-mpb-~b~ witb eyes dilated, was Marie'.
followed

reply. Never a word was spoken save tbat question, 1.~~".K.. by an inar-

ticulate exclamation. Finally it seemed so ludicrous tbat- we all broke fortn

into a merry peal of laugbter wbicb served as a safety-valve to our genuine

depression.

•
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((GOd only knows bow ferven~ and plaintive was the prayer that ascended

that April night in Southern Alabama, fro~ bundreds of dwellings peopled only

by women, cbildren and negro slaves.

1(1 was just bordering upon the esge of sleep, wben I was suddenly start

led by a loud and hurried knocking on the doer, and immediately recognized the

voice of the negro girl, wbo was excitedly c~ing out,/MiSS A----, missis say

come down dar quick, de Yankees comin~ I sprang witb a sudden bound into tbe

middle of tbe rooa, gatbered up shoes and stockings in one hand, dress and

o)ber garments in tbe otber, and dasbed out in the sbadowry night, with tbe

two little girls, wbo had just as bastily left tbeir bed, and now clung on

eitbrt side of me in tbeir lcng wbit. nigbt-robes. A dark cloud skurried

aoross tbe ~oon and obscured its ligbt for a moment, making tbp nigbt darkisb,

but in anotbsr instanm all tbe clouds bad rolled by, and left the moon clear,

so tbat tbe sbadows of tbe great oaks were distinctly outlined, quivering be

neatb our fee~ as we flew paat. One of tbe little girls tripped but managed

to gatber berself up quickly, witbout ever letting go of me, to wbo~ sbe

clung witb tbe grip of tbe Old Man of the Sea.

~As we reacbed tbe side entrance of tbe main yard, and passed tbrough tbe

gate, we found tbe yard swarming with tbe negro slaves; passing the kitcben,

wbicb was detacbed from the ~ain dwelling house(as at all aqutbern~~es in

tbose days), Uncle Ben and Aunt Pbillis were standing in tbe daorway. They

craned their necks, sbaded their eyes witb tbeir bands, and peered fortb at

us in tbe darkness, as we passed swiftly by.IWell I'clare fore God----~ Tbe

rest of the sentence was lost in our hurried flight. We jammed against Aunt
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Ext.ract.s of t.he life of Ant.ionet.t.e Hague, on t.he

"plantation of John Garland, where she was Governess

t.he four years of War Between The St.ates.

Jemimah, the regular washerwoman, who held in her hands a pair of cot.ton

car~)and on whose arm was hanging a wisp of White cotton rolls. She threw

up b.er arms at sight of us, the wisp of rolls floating lilgllllly away on the

night. breeze. When she recognized us, she exclaimed,~ors, chilluns, I did

just tink you was ghosses

II We entered the house by the back door, just in time to find all in

great confusion, caused by a false alarm. The home guards, composed of old

men and young boys of the count.y, had that afternoon disbands8 in the city

of Eufaula, knowing that Grierson would arrive that nllght or the next morn-

ing, an' that resistance would be useless. So they deemed discretion then the

better part of valor, and here they were, returning home by the ~ on which

my employer's plantation lay, thair expectation being that the Federal com

mander would march his column into Eufaula by a road on the other side of

our settlement.

~ When the horses' hoofs struck the bridge that spanned a large creek,

three or four hundred yards fTom Mr. G----'s .ansion, the sounds, borne on

the still night air with startling distinctness, were naturally mistaken by

lone women and children for the advance of the terrible Yankees. When the

Babel-like confusion had ceased we presented a droll tableau, for, acting

on· the impulse of the moment, no one had paused to think of personal appear-

ance.

"When asked what she was going to do with the cotton-yards and wisp of

rolls, Aunt Jemimah's rsply was, Oh, lor blessyer, honeys, I didn't know I

•



•• •
J .. • • I

projeot II 3610 Federal Writers Projeot WPA Page II 14.

•

•
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Hague. 1861 to +864.

Extraots of tne life of Antionette Hague, on tne

plantation of John Garland, wnere sne wae Governess

tne four years of tne War Between tne States.

nad lem.~ It nad been usual to allow negroes tne use of tne wneele and ootton

oards, and ootton was given tnem, in oase tney wisned to epin tneir own stook-

ing-yarn or sewing thread at nignt.

Tne negroes, too, nad been expeoting tne Yankee army, end nearing a

great

"Tney

olasning of norsee' noofs on the bridge, tnougnt witn tne rest of us,

are ooming now So large and smell left tne ~ter.! and oame over

to Illarster's ae tney oalled tne dwelling-nouee and ysrd, to sse tne Federal

troops. Tne oottage of tne married daugnter and tne negroes' quarter were

about equally distant from ~ employer's residenoe, but in opposite direotionsl

so tnat by tne time I nad reaoned tne yard of tne dwelling, I found myself in

a surging mass of blaok numanity.

In oalling to mind tne soenes of tnat nignt, I nave often tnougnt tnat

nad tne Federal army really oome, and tne two little girls and I dasned into

view in our long wnite robes, fleeing, as if on tne Wings of tne Wind, we

snould nave oaused tne moving nost to nalt. And oft as memory reoalls tnose

soenes I rub my eyes and aSk,lean it be tnat on tnet long April nignt in 1865,

wnile tne Federal Army was maroning into EufaUla by anotner raod, we women

and onildren, surrounded by negro slaves, were tne sole oooupants of tnat ex

posed nous ~ Yet so in trutn it was. We felt no fear of tne slaves. Tne ides

of any narm nappening tnrougn tnem never for one instant entered our minds. P



Gertha Couric-

(I Ira S. Jordan

"
nC:~.J.len Brown,
, V fvV-'"",",~

•

Uncle lien is a thin little man with a short white beard

that hides nothing of his ready,toothless smile always evident

when conversing ith "de white fo' "am contributes to his

dignified~ when soleonJ.y lecturing to de niggers" about

their "no )count ways". He is as deaf as the "roverbial post,

and? once launched into a discourse? rambles on to its end
1:1-

without reb rd :-. interruptions. sked to tell somet .ing
~

of his early life he said: V
"I is nigh on to a hund;erd yeahs old, Sub, ~ I

was brung to dis country from virginny whar I was bllllin.

I.;,y msmmy's mahster was movin' from Virginny to Texas, anA
when he go dis fur he sole me an' my mammy to Mahster cRaa.

Den abster LeRea he give me to tiss JUlia; den iss Julia
~

she ma'd Lahs lienrvoung an' I was dlJ'e ca'isge driver· 11ahs

Henry :oon WIIIlt of to de wawh an' was kilt in de battle of
A

Gettysbu'g an' dat nearly bout kilt iss Julia .
•

"a'ter de ",urrender nothin' neber was de same. Jest

hahd times mos 'ly. Ueber bee~y times 18k de days when I
C>.rrM'- 1;. <f..

was drivin' my ca'iage '*".AdeIEufaulaJ!'igh ,.teppers, an' I

reckon d~e neber will be slin.

" De ole man too ole an' bruck down to wuhk noVl,

an' I gits along wid whut de .elfare gives e.
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SLAVERY IN ALABAMA

••••*

Prior to admission to the union on
l:>~ ... f-i
;Bec le, 1819, Alabama was a por-

••

•

tion of Kississippi Territory which comprised the area now covered by
,

the states of Kississippi and Alabama, aoo the law respecting slavery

enacted on Karch 6, 1805 by the Legislative Council and House of Rep-

resentatives of Kississippi Territory were operativo/ ~ 'A ;>. f .5

On August 2, 1819 the Alabsma Constitutional Convention assembled

at Huntsville, labama adopted the first state constitution under which

the newly admitted state should be governed, and that instrument con

tained the following provisions pertaining to slavery.

"Sec. 1. The general assembly shall have no power to pass
laws for the emancipation of slaves, without the consent
of their owners, or without paying their owners previous
to such emancipation, a full equivalent in money for the
slaves so ~1lltted.

They sh o~power to prevent emigrants to this state II" ye'

from bringi with them such persons as are deemed slaves
by the laws of ~ one of the Unite.. States, so long as
~ person of the same age or description shall be contin-
ued in slavery by the laws of this state; provided, that
such person or slave be a bona fide property of such em1..
grante; and provided also, that laws may be passed to pro
hibit the introduction into this state of slaves, who have
committed high crime. in other etates or territories.

They shall have power to pass laws to pel'lllit.the owners
0' slaves to emancipate them, saving the rights of creditors,
and preventing them from becoming a public charge. They
shall have full power to prevent slaves frOlll being brought
into this state as merchandise, ano also to oblige the owners
of slaves to treat th_ with humanity, to provide for tham
necessary food and clothing, to abstain from all inJuries
to them extending to life or limb, end , in case of their
neglect, or refusal to comply wi th the direction of such
laws, to have such slave or slaves sold for the benefit of
the owner or owners.
"Sec. 2. In the pros~ecution of slaves for crimes, of a
higher grade than petit larceny, the general assembly shall
have no power to deprive them of an impartial trial by a
petit jury.
"Sec. 3. Any person who shall maliciously di8lllember or de
priv.e a slave of life, shall suffer such punishment as would
be inflicted in case the like offence had been committed on
a free white person, aoo on the like proof, except in case
of insurrection of such slaves."
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While as pertaining to the matter of slavery, aucceeding aessions

of the atate legislature made numerous changes, and varioua additiona

and amendments, these were of minor nature and importance, and the

basic code as enacted by the Mississippi Territory Assembly continued

in effect in the newly created atate of Alabama.

As affecting the conduct of slaves, free negroes, overseers ,

patrollers and ownera, the following are extracts from the or1gina1

enactmentl

"Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Council snd
House of Representat~ves of the Mississippi Territory,
of >general. .assembly c'onvened, That no slave shall be ad
mitted a witness against any person, in any matter,ce"Se,
or thing whatsoever, civil or criminal, except in crimina1
cases in Which the evidence of one slave shall be admitted
for or against another alave.

sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no slave shaJ.l go
from the tenement of his D1Beter, or other person with whom
he lives, without a pass, or some letter or token, whereby
it may appear that he is proceeding by authority from his
master, employer or overseer; if he doee, it ehall be lawful
for any person to apprehend and carry him before a justice
of the peace, to be by his order punished with stripes, or
not, in his discretion, not to exceed twenty stripes.

Sec. 4 • ..nd be it further enacted, That no slave shall
keep or carry any gun, powder, shot, club, or other weapon
whatsoever, offensive or defensive, except the tools given
him to work with, or that he is ordered by his master,
mistress, or overseer, to carry the said articles from one l~~e

place to another. • • • • • •

sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all runaway slaves
may be lawfully apprehended by any person, end carried
before the next justice of the peace who shall either com
mit them to the county jail, or send them to the owner if
known, who shall pay for every slave, so taken up, a1be Bum
of six dollara to the person apprehending him or her, end
aleo reasonable coats snd chargee•••••••

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That all slaves be
prohibited from keeping dogs, under any pretence or consid
eration w~atsoever, snd the slave or slavea so offending,
upon complaint thereof before any justice of the peace,
shall be puniahed with not exceeding twentt five stripes
for each offence•••••••

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That no
be allowed to own any horse, mare, gelding,

slaves shall
or mUle, and
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11' any slave shall actually own such property, the
same shall be forfeited, and sold under the direction
of the court of the county where such property shall be
so owned. • • • • • •

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That. no cruel or un
usual punishment shall be inflicted on any slave within
this territory. And any owner of slaves authorizing or
psrmitUng same shall, on conviction, before any court
having cognizance, be fined according to the nature of
the offence, and at the discretion of the court, in any
SUlll not exceeding two hundred dollars, to, and for the
use of this territory.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the trial of a
slave for felony, or any capital offence, shall be in all
respects similar to the trial of a free citizen or inhab
itant, for the like offence, except that the jury, or two
thirds at least. thereof, empannelled for such trial, shall
be composed of owners of slaves • •••••••••
•
sec. 21. And be it furtheJ: enacted, That when any slave
shall be convicted of any offence within the benefit of
clergy, Judgement of death shall not be given againet.
him or her "upon such conviction, but he or she shall be
branded on the face or breast by the jailer in open court,
and suffer such corpQral punsihment, as the court shall
think fit to inflict, except where he or she once had the
benefit of this act, and in those cases, such slave or
negro shall suffer death without benefit of clergy.-

..... ",.,t,Lo /2. <:<:. A t:'~
On December 17, 1819, the Legislature of the state of Alab8 !D1l

c..
passed an act to regulate patrols. Extrans from above act is as

follows I

-sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of the stat.e of Alabama, in general assembly
convened, That every male owner of sl aves, and all other
persons below t.he rank of ensign, liable t.o perform mil-
i tary dut.y, are hereby declared liable t.o perform patrol
dUt.y as herein after direct.ed. • • • • • •

Sec. 3. It shall be the dut.y of each pat.rol det.achment.,
t.o visit. all negro quart.ers, all places suspected of enter
taining unlawful assemblies of slaves or other disorderly
persons unlawfully assembled, and upon finding such dis
orderly person or persons, to take him, her, or them, if
free before the nearest justice of the peace of such county,
or make report thereof to said justice; so that he, she,
or they may be d alt with according to law; and it any
slaves shall be found so assembled, or strolling without
a pass, or some token from his or her owner or overseer,
the said patrol may give any such slave any number of
lashes, not exceeding tift.een. * • * •• *
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Slaves Emancipated By Legislative Enactment.

By an act of Congress on ),larch 2, 1817, ItbrS:hs'1l1p.i>l~DIt'1t.clD,yJ~

divided and on March 3rd, 1817 Alabama Territory was created with boun

daries as they now exist. The first Territorial legislature assembled

at st. stephens January 19, 1818. The following act was approved Feb.

12, 18181

"An Act, To authorise Honore Colin to msnumit his female slave

:aozetta.

Sec.l. Be it enacted by the ~gislative Council and house of rep
resdntatives of the Alabsma Territory, in General Assembly con
vened, That Honore Colin, a free mao of colour of the Town of
Mobile; be, and he is hereby, authorised to manumit aDd set free
Rozetta, his female slave, so soon as the said Honore Colin shall
have executed to the chief justice of the Orphans eourt of
Mobile County, and his successors in office, a bond, with
sufficient security, to be approved by the said Orphans Court,
conditioned that the said temale slave Rozetta, shall never
become chargeable to the Alabama Territory, or any county or
town therein."

Then on the following day, Feb. 13, 1818 two other similar acts were

approved as follows:

.~ Act, To authorise Daniel Reed to !!IIIancipate his mulatto

slave Rose •

Sec.l. Be it enacted, etc. That Daniel Reed, a free male of
colour, be, and he is hereby autorised and empwered, to eman
cipate, set free and discharge. from the bonds of slavery,
his his mulatto Slave named Rose; Provided, that he shall give
bond, payable to the Governor of the Alabama Territory, con
ditioned, that the said woman Rose shall not become charge
able to any county or town within the territory; which bond
shall be filed in the office of the Clerk of the county Court
of Washington county, agreeably to the provisions by law in
such cases made and provided.'"

Also the following was approved:

slave Robin, alias, Robert Long.

sec.l. Be it enacteti, etc. That John S. Divin, be, and he
is hereby, authorised and empowered to emancipate, set free
and discharge from the bonds of slavery, his negro slave
RobUn, alias Robert Long, on such con41tions as are now
pro~ed tor by law."

•
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s~aves Emancipated By Legidative Ensctment.

•

The first session of the Legis~ature of the state of Alabsms

assemb~ed at Huntsvi~~e on oct. 25, 1819 and during that session

the fo~~owing acts were passed:

-An Act, To authorize Cesar Kennedy to manumit certain of

his saves therein named.

Sec.~. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen
tatives of the state of Alabama, in Genera~ Assemb~ con
vened, That Cesar KennedY , a free man of co~our, of
the town of Huntsvi~~e, and county of Madison, be, and he is
hereby authorized to manumit and set free his wife Hannah,
and her seven chi~en, lIaria, John,llary Ann, Ifi~liam,

Cesar, rosse~~ sn" Thomas, so soon as the said Cesar Ken
nedY shall have executed to the chief justice or chairman
of the County Court of Madison county, and his successors
in Ufice, a bond with sufficient security, to be approved
by said court, conditioned, that the said s~aves, Hsnnah\
and her seven chi~en, Maria, John, Mary ann, "i~llam,
Cesar, Rosse~~ and Thomas sha1~ never become chargeab~e

to the state of Alabama, or any county or town therein.
pproved December 1.3, 1819."

fi~SO, the fo~~owing act was passed at the same session:

An Act, To authorize John Bethaney to emancipate certain

s~aves therein named.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the State of Alabama, in Genera~ Assemb~ co.vened,
That John Bethaney of the county of c~arke, be, and he is
hereby authorized to emancipate the fo~lowing slaves:
to wit, LYdia, a back wOlDan; thirty five years old;
Eliza, a mu~atto, aged twenty three; Elizabeth, a mu~atto,

aged nineteen; illiam, a mulatto, aged seventeen; Daniel,
a mulatto, aged fourteeni Amelia, a mulatto, aged seven;
Margaret, a mulatto, ageC1 three; and Lemuel, a quarteroon,
aged one year, so soon as the said John Bethaney shall
have executed to the justices of the county Court of
Clarke county, and their successors in office, a bond
wi th sufficient security, to be approved by the said cour.tf
conditioned, that the aforesaid slaves shall never become .
chargeable to the state of Alabama, or any county or ;own
therein.·
Approved, November 27, l8~9.
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at aahinat OO\lll ty hl e\lOoe ra 111 ottioa. a
boa wlth auttl01 lit aeourlty to a»~rOTa 7 tha
oounty 0 urt. 0 n41tlolla • t t tha e 14 el ~ae JIl &A
all 1&& or either a thl•• ebal.l II ~er 00lllAl oJ:u.rse-
able to tha et te at 1& .... or Ul.1 oO\lllty or to II
wlthln thl e I.·
A}prOT14 - Deolmvlr 11. 1 o.

---------------
~ Mt $0 uthorhe John.1!. • lon,-=

ert.A!!l. rl,ln nA!!!!!'

ao.l. »a lt allaota4. ItO •• That John Jr. • Jon,. &114
Al,x.nellr • JOna, at tbe oOllDt, at 4ieon. ve. anel they
are here , allth9rise4 an ..p erl to .en it anel eet
tral a .Illatto W"en, n••eel lis,beth. se4 torty ye ,
a amlatto Sid n••,4 ~el1na. ael thirteen yeare,
.Illatto Sirl ne..4 n. aa eU ye re, 4 a amlatto
ohi14. nweeel 4y, aae4 three yeara. eo eoon ,. the
e,14 301m )(. s. .Ton.. an4 Alexan4er P. ,Tonee aball ha~e

exeollted to tha Chiar Juetioa at the COllDty Court t Ma4
boo OOllllty n4 hie ellooe.eon in ottioa, a "on ..it
eutriolent eeourity, to va .p~rOTeel 1 the C~llnt1 COllrt,
oon4itioneel, that the e&14 ela~.. , i.Nth, lYalina.
Ann an4 47, or either ot the ahall nnar 00..
o ral.lIll to the etate ot , or &Il7 oOllDty or
to n therein."
Ap}rOTe4 - »eOI ar 11, 1 ·0
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On January 17, l834 the Legblature or the state or AJabama .nect d

a law autllr1z11lB Judge. or the COWlty Courte to emancipate elavee, ..

rollow••

ec.l. B. it anacted, ete. That whenever the 0 er or owner.
ot .lave••hall be de.irou. or emen;~atinB .uch .lave or
elave., euch 0 er or owner. ehall • publication in
.0000e n••epap.r, printed .1thin the COWlty where .uch .lave
or .lavee r.dde, (or U there be no paper printed in eaid
COWlty then in the neareet paper thereto) ror at le••t
e1xty da1'8 previouel,y to the 8l8k1ng application, in which
ehall be .et rorth the t1me and place that such applica
tion will be made, together with the nam.. aDd de cription
or the elave or .lave. sought to be ••3nc1pated, end at the
t""e ap inted, the u~. or the .aid county court mq,
upon petition rile., ceed to hear and dete1'lll1ne upon
thl application .0 mede, and ir, in his opinion, the said
slave. ahould be elll8ncipated, in con.ideration or 10llB,
ra1thrul a"", .er1tor1oua eervice perrormed, or ror other
good and .utticient cw.e ehown, the eaid Judge ID1i¥ proceed
to em.ncipate and set rr.e .uch .].ave or elave., and the
clerk or the .aid court ehall m.ake record or the e.e in
a book to be kept by hlal ror that purpo.e, Provided, that
euch elave or slaves shall remove without e l1aI1te or
thi••tate, within twelve IIOnthe arter .uch emsnc1pat1on,
never more to return, and that .uch em8llc1pa,1on ahall not
take erfect until such removal.

Sec. 2. And be it t'urther anacte , That 1r the e&1 .lave
or elave. ahall return within the 11a1ts or this s te,
atter such retl!()val and 81118ncipation, he, ahe or they ehall
be eubJ.ct to be apprehended by the eherUr or the cOWlty
.ithin which the s.e mq be round, and imprieonec11 and
atter havinB adverUeed the .8IIIe ror at lea.t thirty d83e.
8lq be 80ld to the be.t b1 er ror c ," alavee ror
lire, and the proceed. ot auch eale , arter p~ all ex
penaee, ehall be paid into the county treasury ror the
un or said cOWlty.

On January 10, lB3i the legi.lature or the tate or lab8 11a

.nacted the rollow1na ror the better protectlon or alave. in cer-
•

ta1n c.....

Sec.l. Be it enacted, etc. that herMrter ir ~ per.on
ahall, wlthout Just cwee, to be Judged by the Jury try
1 • orrenct, commlt an asaault or .e.ault and battery
on the b~ or a slave, such per.on not beinB leg~
appointed patrol, or not be~ the owner , or over.eer
or other ~ent, ot th owner ot .uch elave, he ahall be
liable to 1nd1ct8lent, ror .aid oUence and on conviction
thereot, &hall &utter the Slllll. k1nd or punishment .. U
the offence bed been coalllltted on the body ot a rree
.hite peraen."










