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Lunob Roo. Worker--Hotel Hoeta...

It.s a tUll ti.e job. Six in tbe morning 'tl1 nlne at nl ~.

Wben my bueband dled Sept. 12, 1916, I was at eea. I bad ne..r worked,

dldn't know wbat to do or where to ~urn. I had one obild, a lovely little

daugbter juet six years old. busband bad been ill thirteen montbs; the

oasb be bad wae moet all gone tor dootors, druge and nursee. He was young

to die, just tbirty-tive. He bad a little insuranoe, not muob. So the next

year atter hie deatb I decided to take wbat insurance Doney I b d and open

a tea room. Everyone gasped With astonishment; saying I would not stiok to

lt three monthe. They said it wae too bard a job and I knew nothing about

work an/businese and handling tbe publio. I will eay bere I etucK nine

years to tbe tea-roDS; never DiAsed a day trom work except when I had an

aoute attaok ot appendioitue and had to be operated on. wa. out thr~weeke,

two weeks at the hospital and one'o reouperate.

I will eay here I Dade a .ucoess ot it, beoause I knew I must. It wa. a

rendezvou. tor 11 social life in Eutaula. very graciously tbe Rorar" Club

d Xiwanh Club bad their weekly lunoheone with.e or nine year., and to­

day I am .Ull the IUwani. Sweetbeart.

Sunday nighh were rl1 big nighh. I would have as .an,y .. tan or Utteen

big dinner p rU.. and every table ould be taken trolll six until ten 0 I clo CIt

at night. I always bsd an orohetra' I would give them their dinner and tbey

would play tor .e tor two hours. After that I bad an orthophon10 and lovely

records and would play that. Young people like sott mus1c wben tbey are ~\_

ing and 1n love. Old people loathe 1t. I dont know Wh~ unle.s ost ot them

are deat snd 1t 1s contus1ng. One ola•• that dont like Dueio With the1r

.eale are the onee tbat want to talk and be neard by othere.
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TIleA I bad w.dd1nl dinDer parU", lunob.ona ot aU I<1n4•• Would ba".

Lad1.. 1I1gbt tor tb. Rota%')' and Kiwani. Club., a Ilundred and .ev.nty-rive

or mor., and 1t n• .,.r pba••d a•• But not at t1r.t. At tlr.t lt slx would

oom. In at a t.la., d lt tb.y wer. not ••rv.d instantly, I would wrlng my

hands and go all to pleo••• I oan he.r my old cooke .aylng no I • ls., oalm

yourselt, lt you dont you guln'er glt .10k". And Oh, my t.et,rnow t.bey dld

bart.. How dld I do t.bl., how dld I uk•• suco.s. of a t.a-room in a town

ot .1gbt t.hou.and? I w111 t.ll you, bat t1rst ot all tb.re 1. a lot in tb.

town. Eutaula 1. an old ari.tocratl0 town, a lov.r of b.auty and oultur••

Towns tWl0. tb. slz., n.w towns, 11k. DethaHpr.t.r • Gr••k r.st.aurant.

To b.gin wlth, tb. bulld1nl a. th. b.ut looatlon. Th. 1nt.rlor wa.

most attraotlv.. y tlrst color .ob••• was wblt. and gold wlth .1lk Japan.u.

llghts ot old ros., pr.tt.y ohina and sllv.r t.a uets, old-fasblon.d a1rrors

on th. wall and r.al tlow.r. and t.rn., n.ver artlt101al on... Of oours ln

tb. nin. y.ar. I ohang.d my oolor .oh•••••veral tlm••• But Why my unu.ual

.uooan? An_r: ·Goo. too4, ulok arYl0. and oourtasy. WbY dldn't I uk.

oh aonay? Everyon. sald I f.d too muob. I dld not. Eutaula 1. not blg

.nough for "olum. and It t k.s volume to make aon.y. I had It at big affalre

but not volu•• ttlr.e \1.a. a day, ttlr•• hundred and e1xty-fl.,. days in a

r-ar. I had \b. bast oooks in Eufaula and in .pl t.a ot what th. North thinks

about the Sout.h and our oooklng, thair foed oannot \ouoh oure. Ita not ln

the .a•• ola••• Wlth no opology to II Iuab.ll. Po.' ln h.r ablur4 artlol.

on Southarn Cooking ln t.h. A••rloan .roury, .h. JUIt. "aint bs.n bere' in

tb. Deep Sout.h, that.'. al1. Po.slbly sb. went ln .om. ot the hO••1 of the

poer whit•• and poor n.gro... But mo.t of th. n.gro•• 11.,. on tha fat ot t,,-
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land. Ybey t.ak. t.be1r tood troll t.be wb1t.e ·V1.t.1.· kit.cben. Tbey 't.oat. a

PaD'. I ba.. worked iD .0•• at t.be larg••t. bot.el. 1n t.be Scut.b. Hot.el

p.abody, Ve.pb1.j Tut.wU.r aDd Tboa • J etter.on, B1l"111iDgbaaj Gray.t.ODe,

ont.goaery, and other. and I kno•• Their tood 1. not. gr.uy .. »1.. Po.t.

.aya. Negro.. are bOI¥1 oooka. G1.,e lIB a negro oook 1n preter.noe t.e a

whit.e tore1gD obet e..ryt.1ae. It. dep.nd. upon t.be .00noUo .t.at.ll. ot a

~... or • lunob rooa or • bot.el wbat. tood. are aerved. You oan go t.o a

bot.-dog or barb.oue .\and or a .wanky re.t.auhDt. or lot.el diDiDg roOIl and

p'y troa .10; t.o tin doUar. a plat.. or .or., aooord1ng t.o wiD...

Th.r. 1. a lot. ot rout1.e work. At tirat I t.bought .y b.art. would

break. I want.ad t.o atay at bomB wb.r. I bad alway. b••• w1tb ., 11tt.le

daugbt.er. I w.a luokf 1n t.b1. way. I lived w1t.b m1 .ot.b.r and sbe would

gat. ., 11t.tle g1rl ott t.o .obool and be at. boa. to weloo.e b.r 1n th.

att.rnoon., Sb.n at. n1gbt., t.b.y would 00•• down and ba.,e d1nn.r wit.b .e.

I would go t.o work tbe year round a' .ix o'olook 1n t.b••orn1ng. It.

wa. awtul 1n t.be wint.r, bllt. allrigbt. in tbe. aar. Tbat. was on. ot t.b

bard.at. tbing. at. tir.t.. I bad n• .,.r got.ten up b.tore .1gbt. or n1ne 0'­

olOck betore, BUt. I got. .0 I l1ke 1t.. You a.k .e, could I oook? Hot a

b1t., but. 1n t.be word. ot ., Grandmotb.r, "I kn.w tbe tbeory'. I got. • .,err

ooolr.-book I oould buy, every menu card tro. evary bot.el and r.at.eurant.

Nort.b and South, and .t.ud1ed thea barder t.ban I ...r .t.udied lat.iD or

t.r1gono tor" I 1nterYiewed e.,ery oook ot repute and got. tbe1r be.t. re­

01pe•• Ob, tbe oo.edy and t.be pat.bo. at a 'lunob rooa',

One day I was 1n tbe k1t.oben, wr1t1ng my aenu tor tbe day and on. ot



•

•ProJ.ot # "640 J'.4eral Wrl t.er. proJeot WPA Page Ii 40.

Tb. Llf. stor" of Qer\ba Courl0.

AI

LlJIlob Roo. Work.r Hot.el Ho.w•••

my oooke, Llza, ..1d to ..,'Il••(tb.y .11 oall.d •• • 1••') 1. you .yer

oooked alra bold ...1 In your 11f." I .tudl.d a ainu'-, • tl. aab•••d

to '81 It. 'No, Llza, I dont tbink I bay.'. Tben .b•••1d. ltb maob .n­

tbu'l..., 'Y.'. Kaa. I kuo••d your .a r.l••d you rlgbt.· A Soutb.rn n.gro

tbink. 1b beneatb • ·.biw ladl..' dlgn1 t.y to oooit. All 141 b.lp ••ra n.e­

ro••• Thr•• GOoke. a dl.b-.a.b.r. four .altr••'.'1 t.o of \b•••1tr•••••

I had tb••ntira tl.. I b.d IIl1 tall-roo•• On .xtra oooulon. I bad .xtr.

b.lp. Tb. lo...t .age I paid .a. ua doll.r.....k .nd lip. )(y ..ryent.

10y84 ••• and I loy.d tb••• I n.y.r b.d on. to quit.

On. tbing qlJi t.e Wlu.ual, I n.y.r bad • look .nd k.y on 141 pan try. I

tru.t.d tb•••nd tb.y kn•• It. end I n.yer bad any .t••llll1. Tb. only tbing

tb.y would \aka ••• liquor and tb.y kn." It "as not att•• It ... In tb.

4IIy. of probibl tlon and tbilll. w.r. nr" .trlot. .n b.d 1t on \b.lr !llp••

Tb.y would 00•• ln .nd ••k tb. ".ltr••• for .n ••pty gl•• " I n.yer ' ••,,'

anytbing. Tbat 1& on. r.quia1t. in bUng a good bo.te... Tben 1 n.ur

'b••rd anytbing' .114 I n.yer 'told' anytblng. In all tb. nin. y.ar. I

n.y.r o.ll.d • poll0' or b.d .ny on. arr••t.d. Th.t 1. a pr.tty go04 re­

oord. I .ould b•••ked 'bow do you 41 It'' Flr.t. I 11k. p.opl. an4 If

you 11k. peopl•• \b.y .111 11k. you. I "a. Dy o.n bo•••

In lat.r y'ara, "ben I "u in tb. blg bot.el., tb. fir.t ttlll18 ttlat 1.

taugbt,'tb. gu••t 1••l.ay. rigbt'. Nln. tla•• out of t.n tb. gu•• t 1. al­

way. wrCll18. and ,ou b.n to pallo. lt, and lt uk.. you 10118 your ra-

11 on. But • I dldn't beye to ."allo. anytb1ng. I dldn't

.0. but I .a. a 'dlplo.at'. Ho. Dany tlD.' I .ould look up fro• .,

d••1t and ••• a boy and .oaetla••• glrl .bout ·pa•••d out'. I would go
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the•• pat the. on tba baok••mile and ..y.·L1aten, k1ddo. I am afra1d

you baye bad a 11ttle too muob. now that'a O.K. w1th .e. but I a. atra1d

you maht get aiOk; oo.e w1th .e 1n -:y kitohen and I'll g1n ao.ething

•to uke you teel better. Nine t1me. out ot ten they would. then 1t tbe,

were too drunk to go baok 1nto tbe din1ng room, I would bave the1r oar

brought to tbe baok and 1t they d1dn't ba.. a gar, I would order a tax1.

Speaking ot ay oer..nt••teaUI18 liquor. A tunny thing happened onoe

in the bI1-day ot prohib1t10n. A man, a friend of m1ne, oame in to the

tea-roo. about. tLYe a1nut... betore t.rain U.e and burriedly asked .e,

'Wont you do .e • or?A fr1end ot m1ne baa JU.t. g1ven me thi., a quart

ot uanad1an Club, ooat. 10.(1t d1d 1n thoae daya.) end I dont. .ant to

take 1t. w1tb •• to ont.gomery, may I leave 1t bere in your tea-roo. un-
7

t11 I get baok. W111 be baok saturday; ttbat. w 0 1:buraday). I told hi. be

aould go baok and. b1de 1t on the top of tbe retr1gerator. tbat. I bad no

plaoe to look 1t.. or be oould Just put 1t bebind the p1ano. wb1ab be d1d.

Fr1day ni t. waa K1wania n1aht. and we work the enUre afternoon. Se..ral

t1... I • nt baak 1nto tbe kitohen and everyt1.e tbere w 0 a lull, and all

looked gu11ty. St111 I neyer thought. about. the wb1.key. and tben I would

bear the peals of laugbtar. Atter"lIblle ary oa...Upping up to .e and

in a .b1.per ..1d.·V1aa. the. nigger. done runk up all r. Aar.on'. 11quam

bUt. tor God'. sake dont t.ell t.be. I told you.' Sure enou • I went. tolook

for 1t. and tbere was tbe empty bottle, and everyona .wore tbey badn't. tou­

abed 1t. at. aould I do? ~ar on never left any .ore 11quor tbere. L1quor

wa. tbe only tbing tbey would .teal.

Routine atarto breakfa t. Breakfa.t 1. no trouble; tbe .ame .enu. tbe
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y.er round .xo.pt. extra tru1t.. 1n tb••u...rl oantaloupe, b.rti.a,eto.

WllUe brllktut. "u lr.1ng e.rv.d I "ould ..u out. rq ••nu tor 118l.0b and

dinner. ften atter br.aktut "u ear••d I would go t.p .ark.t., I bougllt.

a lot "bol•••l.;tlour, augar, oott.e, lard, butter, baoon, ba•• , orange.,

.ppl....1Jl t .., ''''rJWq .xo.p' rq ~.b vagetablll and ...h and to"lI.

I "a. S1".n a out.. I pa1d oa.b, txoept paoking bous., I pa1d tb•• ono' a

••ft. ..re tro .1x 1n tb. orn1ng t.11 nin. at n1gbt. Wilen I got

bo•• I uld b. too t1red to 'ven .peak .0••t1•••• And 1t I play.d br1dge,

I n...r kn." "bat tr\lllpa ••r •• But att.r abil. I d1dn't. ' ..n get Ured. I

waa "'1'1 bapP7'

Tber. 1s a lot ot "ast. in all .at1ng plao••• It oan't b. belp.d. You

can .av. or.a. 1n ind1v1dual cream p1toll.r., and butter to oook "ltb, but

wbat waa l.tt on tb. plat•• " nt to th. s.rYlnt•• E.wa, rq b.ad oook, bad

"tour b.ad ot obl11un· and tb'y ".r. "eloo•• to t.be scrap••

I .nt.rta1n.d ., tr1.nds and rq 01l11d" tr1ends. Ono. a y.ar I sa" a

party to tb. old lad1ea ot tbe t.o ,"Tb' Glrl.', age. trca ••v.nt7-tl.' to

nin.ty. Tbey ".re tbr1U.d. Tber. 1. not OIle 11.ing today. TWin old _ld.,

tb. oTt.r .1.ter., play.d du.tt. on tb. plano. y plao••ard. ".re band­

pw1Rt.ed no.egay. ,,1tb tb. in.or1pt10n," b.n You and I W.r. Young Xagg1e'.

Tb. Am.r1oen L.gion, on mor1al DaY,.aob y.ar enterta1n.d tb. old COIl­

ted.rate V.t.ran. ot Barbour County. Tbey ar. no fIor•• Their song. ".re

"D1xl.", "T.nting On Tb. Old ca.p Ground". And bo" tb'y "ould g1ve tb. R.b.l

T.ll:

"H. ls a Boutb.rn gent'lman,

H.'. all tb. world 1np11.s,

H. prov.d lt in b1a da11y 11t. ,
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H••bowed it in Ma ey•••

But .very little now and th.n,

H. yearn.d for Just a day,

To Jo1n h1B ev.l'-t1la1An1ng ranks,

And wear th. ooat of Gray.

Bat ono. a year he lik.d to aaroh

With tho.e he uae to knOW,

And bear age1n th. Reb.l Y.ll,

And live the long ago.'

They were invit.d at on. o'oloOk, but at el.v.n o'olook th.y would

b.g1n to oom.; eaob wearing tb.ir .ui'. of Gray.

Th. d.preuion oam•• I had an otter on IIY tea-rooa and bad \0 .ip a

paper not to open anoth.r on., or .at1ng plao. in lufaala for Un y.ar••

I .old 1t and have alway. regr.tted 1t.

11)' though" then turned \0 B1raingba • I will never forget tba' t ••l­

iDa 1n th. p1t ot 111 stomaoh, th. lonlin•••• th••1.ery. I had n.ver gODe

"Job hating" before. It was in J ual')' and th. very loolt of Birm1ngllu

aade m. f.el 111. Governor W•• D. J.lks and r. Donold Coaer were ao.'

kind to •• • nd 1 t was through their intlu.DII. that I 18Jl4ld a Joll. Thl

Thollas Jefferson Hotel had bien \altln oVlr by th. lJaklr Hotel Corporation
•

of T.xa. and R. Beut Orndorff was anager. Thl hOWl had not opened, ba'

tbl' were hoping to tini.b 1t and opln in .6x nths. • Orndorff gave a.

tb. Job of Manager of tll. Cotfea Shop, 1t I would go to .0•• large ooftel
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8Il0p in 10M large bo\81 and get aprlteno•• I 1••d1a\81, ....nt to til.

Ho\81 Peabo4,y 1n -eapll1.. • Sollu\\ w.. f1ll •• Sdd I cou14 "01'11 tbOr.

tor tb••xpen.nc., but ct cour•• no pay. I "orked tber. for ••varal

.ClI1tlla in tb. Gr1ll. Tb.y •• rY.4 on an average of a tbouaan4 a 417 an4

bad ••vanty "a1tr-.81•• , tbr-.. baad waitral8e., and Coff.a Sbop managarl

a twanty-four bour oott•••bop. Ob, wbAt a d1ttereno. 1n tb. morn1ng.A

...11 town t.a-roo. "1 tb obAr.ing people, ..yb. a bllndr.d or a n\ll1dr.d and

f1tty a day to a tbou.and or aor. da11y. II wa. put on a. one ot tba b.ad

"a1tre•••• tba t1r.t t"o month•• I "ould "ork trom e1ght unt11 tbr-.e,

tb.n ooa. baok trom .1lt unt1l a1gbt. I obose r:f3 hours. Tbe last ,ontb I

"as tb.r-. I "orked mostly 1n the otf10' of the Coffee Shop Manager, a

r. ~.gor. For a "eek I ran 1t alon.. r. Gagor g01ng out of town. fba
- p

.t 1mportant tbing for a ooffee .bop aanag.r or bo.t.s. 01' bead "a1treo.

to laarn,t1rst, n...r losa your tamper and bo" 1t 1. tr1'" an tbat 00••

1n tor braakfaat "1th hang-ovar'j anobb1.b "o.en, "1tb no oom' d.rat10n. I

found tb1. out; .an are lot. n1c.r to d.al "1th tban "o••n in a bu.1n•••

"87. Of cour•• you t1nd .oma lovaly woa.n and .om. rotten .en.

Wb.n I Ur.t took ay tirst botal Job, I bad never reaJlJ b.erd 8D1 on.

our•• in a:r lita. Ot cours. I dont .aan a 11ttl••leng no" and th.n. But I

bad not b.en tbere thre. montb. before I b.came tb. ·cbampion••

Tb. next tb to learn 1. to "atob your gu•• t like a batIk, to ••• t

tb.ir tood 1. allngbt. DoD't talk to til. IInl.u tbey alk you a quest101l.

Tbey don't coa. 1n to be enterta1n.dj tb.y coma 0 eat. And don't allow

your wa1\1'••• to talk. Ot courl. b. courteou. at allt1.... I bay. bad to
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cbaAge a .an'. agg. tbre. tl••• at a ...1. It 1. a 10••• But 10 tbe loag

rQD lt 1. aot, for b. go•• cut .atl.fl14 sad wl11 boo.t you lnstead of

1aIoold.ng yo • And lt" a good adv.rt1....nt•

i w..tlto work at

S.pt••ber. I bad to get

•

the Tbo... Jeffer.on ln July.
-t_...

• y waltr••••• , blr. oy. and

It wa. op.n.d 10

get tb. coft...bop

reaq. It was a job. To ·o"c· anythlng 18 a job. I trl.d to get a:r ..U­

1'.91•• pr.tty. an 11k. pretty gll'l•• But you want attlchncy too. I wa.

only tll.re a f.. ontb•• TIl.r. we. a general .bak~up.!Il.y .ay alway. 1Il

Baker Hotel••

I went fro. tllere to tbe TutwUer Hotel ana tb.~ I .tay.d tor .everal

y.ar•• Aad lt waa tllere I learned ~ job a. Hotel Hoste••• But I wa. 11st.d

a. Coftee Sbop Manager.

I 1I0rk.d tor Colelllan HUd.on,
.-

anager ot tb. Tut1l11.r botel tor tllelve-
y.ar•• Let lIIe eay rlgbt bere, I bave never .et a 11101" pertect and bonorable

gentl•••n. Everyon. loved b18 and tllere .en't a man or wOlll8n 1I0rklng tor

b18 tbat 1I0ul not bave alao.t laln dcwn tllelr 11t. tor bla. He a. tru1J a

frland to aan and h. got on. ot the dlrtl •• t d.al. at tb. la.t tbat ba•

• ver b••n band.d to 1IIlD.
botel

Tb.r. 1. cr••uperfl01al enobb«Z'T and 1I0re j.alou.y ln tb. world than

aDJWber••l.e 1a tbe 1I0rld. I dldn't knOll lIbat lt lIa. all about at tlr.t.

But I pm.tty BOOn tounA out. A blg bot'l ls 11k1 Port Sald, a .eet1og plao.

ot tb. natlon•• In tb. It1tcb.na alon., 1I0uld b. G.r1llBn., Fr.noll, SlIed•• ,

Ita11an., Greek. and A••rioan•• To go lnto tb••aln lt1 tob.n wben a ...1 1.

b.1ng ••rv.d, tllere 18 no one, not 'v'n an ao . or an aotr••• a. t. ere-

.en 1 a. a cbef. TIl. all' would be blue wltb 'cbol•• blt. ot worda' .1ogl.d
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d1n of ret.t.ling diahea. You oould not. so t.o bet.t.ar .how.

en I firat. want. t.o t.be '1'Ut.w11er t.o won t.he .tewaN w.. an old aanJ

a "ry Dioe oldllan, a ,e1"lll&n, r. P'1 abel. Ev one loved bim. He wa. aplen-

dld \0 lie an .howed aa eyery oourt.eay and e ped .. wonderfully 1n .,

won. be died; t.ben carl1ng D1Dkler .ent.
•

genUe.an and f1ne 1n e.,ery way.

• .,.ryt.h1ng IIOved along beaut.ifully The

An.ley in At.lanta, and horror. of borro•• ,

hia DaM) was sent. 1n biB plao•• You gi ve

and it. oea t.o bis baad. He raeent.ed MB

been there a long time and bad friend••

• C o.y, a renoMan. ae was a

',aar be was .ent. to t.be

r. R.·(I wont. oall

ra t.. foreigner ::a.:o

ret. day beoause I bad

tba trou le began. Every monda,

tbere was a meeting ot tbe peraonnel of bot.el in tba manager'e ottioe.
I

The tiret onday be said that be foun that.· a. Cou io, thl cotfee Shop
.>

anager, wa. 'too sott., With the gi~•• HI talked ao fa.t. .nd ln .uoh brok­
I

en ngli.h that I oouldn't follow b~m. Then r. Hudson laid, • rs Courio,

wbat bave you t.o aay for yourself? I .aid,' • Hudeon, I all lOrry, bUt. I

oouldn't understand a word • R. I.aid·. Tbat. 1nfuriat.ed r. R, but the

fWlll,Y expreslion. on t.be ot.ber. triated IIi1 wai t.rene. like t.bey

were human beingl and not. anima e. ..,erone ot tbell loved lIB and I loved
I

tbe•• Witb very tn exolptionl they were litt.le oountry girll olone In

t.he blg oity. Tbey bad .,ery li le uoatlon II a rule. 5everal bad 'bell

boy.' a. bUlband. at difteren tlme•• Soae had three or tour bUI nd., aOIl.

nonej aoae ·kept. women'. I notbing to do a. t.o tbeir aoral •• It t.hey

w.re ertioient. and oourteou bn tbl job, I had notblng to do witb wbat tb.

dld ott the job. They bad a Ir .t.andard or moralsj but wbo oould blalle
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• Llr. st~ of Gerth. Courl0.
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Lunoh Rooa ork.r-"""Hot.el Haste...

tb.~ Poor, lon.ly 11ttl. country glrl•• No boa., no acther; flghting,

worklAg, .laylng for tb. neo•••lt.l•• of 11f•• A o.rtain ola•• of aan, par­

t.l0Ular17 .' ke J.w·, lf you know What that 1., t.rys to make a d.te wlth

the wal tr••••ven b.fore ba ord.ra bll1 m••l. o.t alWJ1J1. th.y are .uoc....

fUl. Th.y are lon.ly and crays happln••••nd COlllpanlODIIb1p. Tbe pay 1. 1011,

they d.p.nd on tb.lr Up. and if tb.y alike II date tbe Up 18 blg. A w.H­

ren.' spay 1. u.ually about. four-f1ft.y a ".k, thelr Ileal., nd tb.ir un­

lfora. laundrl.d. So you .e. tb.y have to dep.nd on tb.lr tlp. for a llvlng.

I wl.b all the world kn.w about tlpplng a waitr••• and a b.ll boy. How t.r­

ribly th.y ne64 It•

• R. went ovor QY head and fir.d hre. of my waltres••••On.(JlmQY) had

bean t.her. sey.n years and h.d qult.. a 1 rg. folllowlng. Mr. Hudson l.t m.

take h.r baok. Of course that 1nfurf/.at,ed 1Ir. R. One glrl h. !ir.d beoause ..

oaugbt h.r .atiDg II pleos of ·fl11.t mlgnon·. Sal she .tole It. I inv••tl­

gat.d and found lt was a pl.o. l.ft on a plat•• I had to write an or~.r for

.y.ryon. that. was a.rv.d and it talli.d wlth .veryone that was sold. I oo~l4

writ. on an on of hi. dlabollcal atrocitl •• but I wont. »••dl.SO to .ay,..
b. wa. feared and d••pl••d by all who kn.w blm.

by on••nd.aring naae,·S.o.B.·

waltr••o•• oall.d hlm

I will tell John T.mpl. GraYe.(oolu 1.t·of tb. Birmlnghaa Age-Herald)

parlor JOJ•• On. day h. a. haying lunoh ln th. ooff•••hop of th. Tutwil

and b. oall.d •• to hl and ea14,' •• Couno, who 1. th. aan ov.r th.ra'

B...... to b. talking v.ry rough to OD. of your .altr••s•••• I turnad and

.aw r. R.(th. sta.ard) .Iulking his fiat ln the fao. of 11ttl. D81.y, on.

I

,
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Liro Story or •• Gertha Courio.

A.

Lunoh Roo. orker'--Ho\81 Ho.\8...

or tbo ..oete.t 11ttlo waitres.o. I bal. I .a14, 'Ob, • Gra"o., ho'.

terriblo•• r. Gra"es, ..ld,· at 1. bo"" eanlng a Grook or a Dago.] I

.a14,"He's a Bon or a bitob·. Old b. laugh? Tho next day he .~od mo ir

I bad .oen the Agt-aerald. Said bo bad written me up. He bad very graoious­

ly written .0 up bofore. I wen\ up to tbe lobby to get a paPJ8"and thle i.

wba\ I ro d:" e. ~ortba Courl0 or EufaUla, Alabama, but n nobly of

Bil'll1npa. 1. an outborlty ClII anoestry. Sbo oven kno.. or tho ·ao1ul king-

do.· I wondor'."

en I lert tbo tutwiler I lott becau.e ot r. R., tbo e\eward. I

wont to Dotban a nd ran tbe "Sweo\ Sbop· tor Fred Barrow. He waa 0100 an4

quite a gentloman. But I wa. ottered tbe poaition ot operating tbe dining

roo. ot tbo Blutf 01ty Inn tor Gorman Houston a\ Eufaula. Wbo would ••sx

bUM lie for going boM'
,

I foll and broko y ankle an tor tbre. IIOntb. lt was ln a ca.t. I ba4

to glve up .,. Job a. Hotel Ho.t•••• I bop• .,. botel 11fo 1. Jot .nd.d.

owing to olrou••tanoe. I aa now wlth tbo re40ral lter'. pro.1'o\, '1••

IYrtlo 110•• I\J S\ate Dlrootor; tbe o.t oftlolont, tbo mo.t brilliant aa4

tbo 10vll0.t persClll I know.

ay I say tbll in oloaing' en I I.ook obarge ot tho 4101ng roo. tor

Gorman Hou.ton tbero wero three rOgular boerder.. en I left tborO
J

81gbty.

I got baok .,. Rotary and Klwan1a Olull. an4 tbo tlrat IIOntb I \ook 1t onr.

I bll4 nin.teon banctue\•• I bope I all not blowlng • own born too _ob. A.

4.u\ atating taot.. Frie4.an ot New York .. id,· ra. 00url0 oould aeke

you eat .traw and like-l I'll .ay tbi., working for tbe publl0 twen~­

yoar., you .bould ·know bow".
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LWlOh RoolII or .r--Botel HO.'.88.

I hay. told., 11t••tor" ot ·ho.'••••• but th.re ar. lot ot pth.r

pha". ot hotel 11t. that I ba.. Dot told •

••••••
Atter glnng 1t oon.ld.r.tloD. I ha.. d.o14.d to add a note about -:r

te......-oo•• \'1'88 atraid .01118 on...ould think I "as M.tUng••0 th.t 1...~ I

0111 tted it.

~or th. nlne ye.r. th.t I oper.ted ~ tea-roo., it .... ., prlyileg.
more

and ple••ure to give .t leaat OQ~ or .eala aw.y • day. It oo.t •• notblngJ

the toad was tbere. The ~oy at teeding bungr,r people and heart bungr"

p.opl. al.o. gave lIIe 1II0re plea.ur. and hapolnes. than a~th1ng I h.ve .yer

don•• I did it in ditterent ..ay•• ot oourle I neyer turned ....y a~OIl•

• Iki tor tood. But t t was not otten. It w.s betor. the d.pres810D.

Flrlt eyery onday, 'rl. L1zz1. Brown, one ot ~ protegeel. oa•• tor

ber d1nn.r. She w.s ver" poor and it ..al heart-bre.king to .ee ho.. Ih•

..auld eat. She would not l ••v. a crumb ot th. tour oour.e•• Mi.s Bet~

Johnson•• very poor ••wins-..o••n. I save ber a dinner ev.r" d.y tor I .....

• ral yearl. She woul~bring her b••k.t to tb. kitoben, bave it t1lled IIIDd

Darry 1t holDe. Sb. oved ....y.

The Knitting 111 .... JUBt blook b.ok ot ~ pl.o•• I told the Supt.

I want.ed to g1ye lunoh eyery d.y to tbe malt deserving per.on 1n bl1 111.

Be luggested a lovely 11 ttle WOMn w1th 88yeral ohildren. She oa•• in -rr
day tor allllo.t a ye.r. One day sbe o.me to ...nd s.ld ,hat she b.d gottan

two rai..1 and th.t someone ell. needed 1t more than she d1d.

During Deceaher I g.ve l1ttle Ten Cent Store girls, one a
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a""ha 00url0
Barbour OOWlt7

,AlII 9VD1.

II... Leo. Dultoh, who liT•• 10 aU•• South 01 Jutaala. _.

bol'll bl I.lei_. an4 h ou 01 tho 11l4111C lara.... 4 oa"l.

ral..... bl larllour COWl\7. Bo... 11 hh .10171

"I 0'" 80uth ""'17 l11t7 7 &co. 1....17 0VIl _. I thaL

I oan Iq. tberolo... , I ~.t .lIt 14 WIT oh1l4l>o0d bl tbe Uait14

Statal 01 4II....1ca. I 0_ ho... vi~ tho hop. that I al t b. 011'

01 tho oith.". 01 th1. cr.at OlJUlltJ7. It 1o11C olllC. b.c.... WIT

oouatJ7....4 11 I 40 IlOt .......t b.ll1C oall14 a I'lei_. it Imrt.

all... 0.. a 10...1 .... lol'll ill I.let_

I __ , 7". but I _ .Ull III ,,-..ioan.

"Jut Yhat hao thi. to 40 vi th tbe ..ah111C 01 liT••took' 8111I'17

thi.. In I'leiua a 1.... wlthout 11••• took 1. not a 1..... 80 It

h that iIl.01... a. I _ oono...II.4, 1.. • ...4r ohU4I>o04, IA1'l1I.nc
•

"... alW1\7' be.....oolat14 vith tbe "aiolng 01 li•••took. I han

1....14 111\7 7...... 11I4 ......... without li...tock.

'1 han 01W1\7' p..141.'14 and I 1iral7 boli_ that a cla7 vill

o • 1duo1l tbe lar th will awak. to tho ·'117 0••lhl1ltl••

0110..14 1........ thou the ..ai.ll1C 01 catn.. toll a.1.nc 1'...104••

1004 po.tUl'll 0101lC ..1..... and o..lIbl th uaand. 11p • thou....do 01

ac"" ot nat lando. whloh 011I b.

produoh 01 oU alll. ill tho CO"OIl b.li(oo"o••114 _01...."0....

•••4 hull., .tc.) obaa 1IIl4., a 10.orobl' an4 al14 011.., •• a ...

01117 a low ot tho .'117 adwantaCII w. ha.. In I ...bour 00Ul\7, an4

tho ••1 0..1 oOWltl... !be rol.ll1C 01 .took 1. ho?l to .t87

...4 11 a oon.tant17 iIlo.....1 1114uatJ7. ....otho.. olea 01 .tabl.

t. lor catn. h tho crovlllC. ... 01 lor packl bou•••

....ctod IWlJ"7Who....
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"!hi. i. aot • 41••art.'ioa oa tbe rai.iac ot o.'tl.. 1 .1 7

'

oalT to a-pha.i •• tho 1'1.1 po••i'iliti•• ott.r04 \7 • coaeraa. oli-

_h. It 10 a oaat a. edTio. to .baa40a &11 .10. aad tura to

oattl. ra10lac oa11'. "'hoI'. it 10 , to .UCCO.t a _ to

norti&111' oUb.ti'ut. aaother iat....t tor oottoa. tho vill pro..'i_

ot vhioh • or atad 1 ., aa4 tr'lUl>l••o .urplu•••• "

1Ir. DlI)o1o edTi... 1a.t oaHlo-rato1ac aad t&ft1ac ual...
ea. .. _\ural lon tor H.

"Yau vill aeTar -.Ito • roal OUO.... ot it ual... 70U 11 H. •

• 0&7• .."batio&111'.

XI'. _ lin. 110010 ban ao oh1ldrn. !'hoir ho.. 10 a ao40l

OOUlltl'7 hlIU b.autitlll11' .qui .4. "!lao 0 ... of tho larco.t .tool<

tar•• ill Barllour oOUllq.

Be &1.0 baa 0 ... ot tho lar...t t ......1< t ...... pro4ue1ac oo'to...

_to ...4 poo.... Ia t.ro.to4 ill olTio attaire. h. 10 • IIotarlaa,

..4 ••t r ..ld...t of tho Iuf&llla ull aad loa a ..lIbor ot tho

oo••rol&1 Clull. X.... DlI)olo 10 a proaia...t olub ""..... !'hOT

..t.rtai.. laTi.hl1' _ ott...

"I do aot pr.t0a4 tbat we ... OOlip4lt.. .. 7.t. vi th tho cr'.'
'oot oattl....... ot tho X1411. W•• t aa4 tho tar W••t," • IIu.'o1o

00..t1lluodJ ht we ooull 11' tho v!lolo 'outh vith 04 .ollth......

rat.at t, a th'-ac tbat ba...1IT.r booa I.... !'ho ...t popular

I ra101ac otool< 0 aolob .f bl'M41 oottl. with tho Ti_ to

nppl71ac tho.... t with 7 • tat oaln. or .,oal.. !'hie .....,

ap1101t11'. aIl1..lo with all thoir ail!< tat weich! aot onr 250

poad.. .. aalaal. will ,. troa t ..... to .ill ..atho 014. It

p..'urM .... aoJ 111' 1001 _ tho hn .... tair11' 1004 aiUor.,

aIl1aal. ow.lac .0. 1 will ,. pro4ueel. _ ouoh aIl1aal. wl11

br1ac about .ich\ o..to. Ju4c1ac tree put 7..... thOT .... &1.,.
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Drv. oCllllu I~ worl< .tedT. Ille bat hr 701UlPt..... two b070 0114 ...

111'1. ~h.U c... 1'1 h\ 01••• ~o..~h.r ...4 _ '0 .top WOI'k.

"Lori b100' 70ur .oal••hoI veo.lu" 1..... u.- lIdl00 for ao~hi.'•

..., wIl.D ~h07 10' 014 'MIIIb ~o 10 ~o ooh001, .100 ,',,"04 b.ol< '0

work.

"S Pa, 014 -'D Porter - 70ll ......... hi•• 100 _ tloo la., 00...

fo4ora' , ...... ~o 41. III w",all1a la., 70ar - 100 pn WI 'hi. 10114

to bu114 our hou. OD. I

!hoi fI'oat 4001' of tho houa. ° .... 1D~0 • hall...,.. "Uh wo ..._

Oil ...h .14•• III ~. 1'_ 10 ~ l<1~oh......4 llathro...

f!lo ".1U1ac 1'0 I 1. 1 lUIIC "ith it......n. UrlIIC 1'00. fUI'a1-

tu. 1Il01u41ac a ratio 0114 a lon17 014 ...111. ~o toU1••

AD aaUtu 01001< 040n.. tho ....t.1'. 0 D~or. U ....~17 Of. thol fl_

p1....

r.o. curta ....4 thol 1'JIC-O.......4 floor nhaDoo 'ho 110_111<0

ap _0. of tho 1'0... .

'!'h. bo4rOOllll are furoll.hat .10017, bu' ,la1al7. 1Jl lin .'

bo4l' 0& .... ploturo. of 1001' lan4 0.... Iaa4 ..40 lIo4apl'la40 ...

qIliU. 01" erltonoo of. haa4iwrlr.

Dll'oo\17 lllII'O" thol hall h •• ~hoI ".1UI ... I 10 tho"o ..

poq 1'00•• I 'l'hl. 10 "hore all th. n.itll1C 1'1'110 1'0 ....

!hoi ldWhaD haG .1..'rio rofrl....hr ..4 • wool -'.....

"V. hat lootrl0 .,.... bu' U ..'t 111<0 it, I ICr ••ai4.

"Ao I oaT1D", 1Cr•• 1Iqho. OODUIII1..... "Drv. .tar'o4 llaol< to

worl<, 4 hoI' .. 1Io11104 WI a 10~ 117 ~...UIIC ~. 7 ''" at,•

•ohoo1,

""'., Drv. 4011'~ won: a~ ~ .111 ..y. I w .. ' , 10' hOI'. I ..,

h UlaI OON .f hoII'.. I1at.1oo WI' all I'lp,. 1 ....1' ....

raeh a Iur\ "'7 8. • ... • 'ope.
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'She'. tbe b••' oooll: aJQ'Wll..... ieI' oak... ••rft.. aA4 plokl..

al__ take tir.' 1'1•• a' ,be falra. She 10 p U , of ,be W•••11••

ba. a ....... IleIlool ola••• aA4 1. a. ..... of .0_ olu.. ~

a al '. obe .It. throuch nrolllC tbe olu. 1Ih... a bo47 p' 01011:0.

thq oaU 1lrll aA4 'b•• oaU ,be Aoo'o... '

.... 1!Qcbe. 04 lIrletlT '0 ••11.. ..,A ..., I

'!beT ..., 1'. ho......, ..11. ,bat .n. tboa voll.'

'I '.11 TOIl.' .... ~. ooa,lau.A

....., ••, we • la th10 towa. ieI' OOOldllC. waob1lIC. al1JdllC - .....

Ulou&ll I allll: a' alp' - aA4 ••wlllC all ,be U .. for fflQJ' IJ'U4­

ohi14roa••• I JUG' Aoa
'
, ... how aha Ao•• 1"

' .. aA4 .. ha4 .o••~ _Uoa. aot .....h. but we -a rnA aA4

...H •• ' .... Iape••a14. ·W....., our 'hroe ohilclroD '0 .chool ..,A

'..., throllCh hlp .ohool. !'haT'r. all ......104 aov•

•.,. olA.., lIOT 11••• v,p lOor'hl rq othor IIOT lh•• be.... 0YIl. h10

bolla• ..,A vo..leo la tho all1. IC7 oalT ""'ulMer vorleo la tho alU.

ieI' huh..A. "b. ~.a'olO. 4104 'hl.... .1' at 'TPholA f ....r. aA4 If

1I'1ot ooulA ban IdU.A••ho youlA ban 41.A '00. llh. tool< 10 ,bat

hari.

'I n bar tho 10' aut 400r '0 he.... aaa. thoT bullt ,bat 11Ula

bouo.. !hIlT ......0 baWT'

"Iou ... that 11tn. cl>'l wlth 'ho 10 14... 0111'1. p1.q1a'

onr thor.. !ha". tholr 1Ia1lT1 tho apple of h... 07··
Sho'. la tho f01lJ'th ...... 1llIY••

!he ohlU •• plq1llC la ....

......al fl... .... ,..... aA4 a

hoe beAp-nolo.... 7&1'4. ..••

arOllll4 affalr.

oW. all pt a 10' at plea..... out of tho 00'_'"



IIacbn ..14 1Jl ...."u '0 a tuU7 allOll' re i ,aU•••

'V. Oan .n o. 'h. poroh ad h.... 'ho 11..4 1& 'ho... n ,"-.

I llb to ....4. an4 wh... rq vito ala', bo.. la tho at"...OOl1 ad I

40.. 't ho... to wo..k tho pr4oa. lOT'" to tho 110.. '. Clull. wh.... I

u.uall7 take a .how... aa4 tho.. 01 t aroua4 an4 ...&4 0.. call vi th rq

t ..l.d.••

'V. *aD tho IuIau1a !'rUn.a. an4 VO lOt a oar, 'h.... '. tho ra410

too. I tJ'7 to _ ~ 00llto..ta1l1. to.. Dru.

'V..... all JapU.t.. I _ a 4o&Ooa...4 rq '0. 11 Soo...tal7

ot ,be Ch1tJ'oh. V. cat a lot .t pI........ OIIt ot tho ohvoh too,

...... IlpaU 0... 10 ....,0...1111. to.. all tho 1004 th1Jlca ar0ua4

horo. 101l0q bon what be !lao 4011. to.. UO.

"lIho.. I ti...t .tarte4 to YO..k 1& tho 11111, YO Juot rua .1J: 0..

•1pt 100... Coul4a't lnlt a toy J'UII tho.. low w. han .1xt1'-four ad

.1chv 10....

'x.. tho 014 dlI,y., YO ha4 to thro&4 tbe. wUh our _th.. V.'4

pt a "ll'hhl of 11.t aa4 ban '0 .,U U .. tho floo.... 'fhat'.

what _.04 II _Il f.l.

'low tbeT .... thJ'0a4e4 ...t_UoallT, ad. 01 Ih1rq .,Ute...

I1t OTIJ'7Ybe... oa tho floOJ'. TOIl 40.. 't ... f.J. •• ~,TOll

ha... '0 11. on.'II04, an4 be voll an4 .t..OIlC, 1I.fo... TOll 0.. YO..k ho....

'I '. a '10.. fl".... ' It pq••1cht_ 401lar. a _k.· II... IIacbo­

aa14. 'llat that alll't all I 40. I haT' to 10 to tho pa.tuN fo .. tho

oow. II... 0.... hal a puturo fo.. our oon...4 U. a peat holp fo..

thea to pt pll11tT of lI'u" .tuff, .0 it TOll'll Ju.t .U uaUl Dru

._. 1.., I'll rua 0.. att. tho .OY.'

Jut I 414&'t Ya1t.

I _t '0 10 11&0 to ........ IIoachooI ._'1.. 1Ihaa I oaa 10 111 tho

.....111C _4 .,aa4 lila 4117.

Vuhl.qto.. COPT 10/20/38 L•••
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Jell. 11... 1l1t-"U... '. n

p- u.e .."'r ., ala. gU....

1 WnIlM alae .. 1 p' ••, •••.
o .u _.... . ". UYbll .. oar taN .,... 1M were •

7Hft .U. lilt,..' IM1ea.-& ..... '. hi ' •••". W.... p'

.t .. u_ ..... t_ _ we ...... ,. •__ u ...

- ......... ...... YR. 'V'" 1 ., Ju' 1.....

..... .. ... ",\ea...., u.e ..... , .' Ie .,.. ft U

... U"l....... IlEa"" 'I , we -U er. •ttl..., W,.

·h II' .al 11.. ot ,... •• eIltell •• I .

_n)llU1lllc. we 11 • • t .... _re ,.MU..

•, .. ou ( ) , •

.... Ill "t. pIUt... I II' ' "'''b.

ft' MI .. ala" ,. J _re _. .,. RU"U" •• ..,.

t.lD .,.,,~. 1 '.""... *leIlea or. t., or ••

tee' • U"l' "D or ....tIo1 .., I Ill. 0011, ., RO "1... IN,

\MT _" " tIo1a' Ila1t U. ,tao. Aa .11 1ft'. ,

au 1 .Wlq " u.e ."....WriIl I .....

.., *Ill u'·. all. I JIU- '... • .....

........ •• ...,. a .. ...ul.- 'Ilo tolb..... '-

"Uaro to ..., PI to ''Po'" " "'I ....u- I ..... "llar....,
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Wo.en Ex.outi.e. T'l.pbon. Co.

1Ir•• JI1nn1. Riobard•• lIanager. Soutbern Bell

tel••• Tel. Co. EutaUla. Ala.

April 19tb. 1939 wl11 be tw.nty nine year. 1Ir •• Riobard. baa be'n

working at tbe t.lepbone Exobange. Sb. and anotber wo..n at Troy. Ala.

are tbe 0I11y two 1a4,y pnagar. 11 tbe State.

Und.r tb. l.ad.rsbip ot lire. Riobard•• lIanag.r ot tbe telepbone Co.

ot lUtau1a. Ala. tbe t.1'pbone eer.ioe ot \bi. oity ba. laproYid aplea­

dl41y and le today on. ot tbe 8O.t .ttloient ot aQ1 olty ln tb. Soutb.

IIr•• Riobard. bas b.en oonn.oted wltb t~. T'l.pbone Co ••1no. 1910;

tiret a. an op.rator. Sbe baoa•• Cbl.t Op.rator in 191~. eol1.otion

Cl.rk ln 1921 and ln 1926 lIanager. in wblob ottio••b. b•••ino. oapably

••rnd .1noe.

urs.Riobard. w.s born and r.ar.d ln Eutaula and graduat.d trOD tb.

EutaUla High Soboo1.

I a.k.d ur•• Rlobard. it .b. would t.l1 .e .om.tbing ot ber 11te witb

tbe t.lepbon. CO. Sbe .8ry graoiou.ly .ald tbat .b. WOUld.

0" p.ople b. bad r ...r •••• so I went to .oboo1 in tb. day and work.d
"-

at Dight a. Reli.t operator at tbe age ot tbirteen year. to l.arn tbe work.

I was .0 a.bitious to work. and al.o to go to .ohoo1. I tiD1.bed blgh

,oboo1 at tb. age ot ••nnteen. Tbat wa. wben I got a:r tir.t day job and

lt was on' ot tb. bappi••t day. or a:r 11te. I ba.e been Kenag.r or tbe

T'l.pbone Compan, tblrte.n year•• Pardon .e tor saying tbi•• but it 1.

~ly a man" job. Tb. lIanag.r b•• allot tb. dlreot oontaot wltb tbe

pub110 and no matter bow bard w. try. all patrona oannot b. pleas.d. But

I do b.ll ••e tbl •• tbat w. bay. ~. a wbo1e tbe nloest bUDOb or ..beorlb1ra

.t 11II \own 1a til. Shta or Alaba••

0During tbe ti.e I wa. Colleotion Cl.rk. tbere was a lIanag.r b.re. Tbey
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Wo.en b.ouU"•• T.lepboA. Co.

III"s. lI1aDi. R10Iuar4s(00At.Ullsd.)

toransf.rr.d t.b. Kanaprl ..de m. Kanag.r and dna. t.bat. t.l•• I ba". been

In obarg. of t.b. Telepbon. COllpalllt' b.rs. ss"lng 88 Kanapr and Oolleo­

t.lon Clsrk t.opt.ber for t.blrt.een 7ears. I bandl. all of tb. !llfaDla and

Cla7t.oA. Ala. aooollAt•• I 1.su. all ••l'Yio. ord.r. and baadl. all of th.

oorrespoadeao. from t.b. Co..erolal Offl0••

eI baya alw87s 10ya4 lIT work aad I up.ot. tbat 1. w~ I ban I18d. a

.Uoo•••• Of oour•• lt was bard at. flr.t. But. I n.y.r got dl.00urags4. I

wa. d.t.erain.d t.o learn and I wlsb .ysr.r0n. kn.w Ju.' .0.. of tbe tblngo
.

an operator bas to put up wlth. I .0••U ... tlUnk tb. pub110 baa ratber

41.t.ort..d ld.a. of tb. T.l.pbone Operator. It. make••• furtou. wben I go

t.o a .ort. and ••• an operator plot.ur•• eo a soatt.erbraln.d, ~b.w1Dg

t.no. For 1t 11 so IlAtru•• We. 11ke Oyal'J organlzation tr.r to 0llpl07 glrl.

111 t.b a..rago tAtsl11genoe and look•• Of oourso r.gardlo" of bow w. trT

s do '11p ap sometta•• and lf we flAd that we luan made a bad bargain,

tbat 811'1 1. let. out. a. soon aB pOBBlbl•• 117 Tel.pbono glrl. ba". beon

aboys tbo anrago U 1118'\1. 118'\1 1I87s. TIl07 ban b.OA b.roU.. on llllail,1 _

aslona Buob eo tbo tornado and tbe Co••rolal Bank firo. TIl07 s\8)'ed a'

tbolr post of duty. neyar tblnklng of leaylng llAt.l1 forood to.

"Whon I W88 Cbief Operator. I bad a ysry ulquo oxperlonoo. We w.r.

attendlng a oOAferenoo ln Atlanta. It was more 11ke a traing .cbool. TIlo

Atlanta opsrators went on a strlko t. ono of tbo lar,. .xobangos tbero. To

.bow you bow loyal w. were to tbo COllp8'\Y. o...ry one of na went to work

for tbo•• I bad noyar seen a bl olty swltobboar4. and waB I soar.4' All of

us stllT.d at th. 11Molt Botel: wt1:11 all of our expens.. pald, and bo-
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woaen XX.out1Y1.(T.l.pboDi Ooapa~.

JUr•• JI1nn1. R10hard•• (oonUnlled.)

.1411 our ..la17 a \In doUar b1U wu 81'" •• •aob w..1t .xtra for tb.

four weeki \bd we .\eyed th.n. It wu a wonderful exp'r1IDO' and I had

1Il0re 1I0ney tl1an I had • .,.r bad b.for••

'I wu Obief operator wban Eufaula had tbe \lrribl. tornado 1n 1917.

!.,.ry telepbon. was out of order. and ''''17 Hne dom. The Telepbon. am

play.d a epland1d part 1n that lIIlergenoy. Tbey furnl.b.d fluh 11g1l\l. The

kind we u.e h a Ylry .p.oial 11gbt. Tb.re wer. no 111#1\1 ln Eufaula, \be

11gil t. plant. haYinbg been partly dellol1lb.d •

••~ .ad, buaorou. and .xolt.1ng t.blng. happen to t.he Telepbon. op­

entor and an old 'lIplO)'e. wbo Wall ono. Cb1ef operakr her. and ba. worked

1n ...~ large off1011 of t.hree .tau. and bas done pr1va\l Brancb "orlt for

..~ bu.in..s bous...... t.alldng t.o lie tb. ot.b.r d81' and .a1d tbat .h. bad

to 0011. baok t.o Eufaull to know t.hat h.r 1I0.t lnt.r•• t1ng T'l.pbon••erno.

was sp.nt h.r.. I want to r.lat. a f.w of ber exp.rleno•••

At one tl.e tbe Tel.phone COBpaD,y bad to d111pense w1 th g1'11ng out tb.

U ••'to \b••ub.or1bers... 1t ..d••0 .uob won: for the op.rator. tb8t

\b.y oould not perforll th.1r dut1•• eff101ent~ for o\b.r oall. th.t were

.or. 1apor\ant.

Early one .orning a d.ar old la41. wbolll aU the operator. lo".d o.ll.d

\b. night operator and sald:" , wbat tl•• do you g.t off?' 'I l.a". at

••Yln o'olook Mrs. F " 'W.ll, pl•••• t.ll •• bow long 1t wl11 b. b.for.

you get off.' Of oour•• sh. wa. g1ven th. t111. wlthout ba,,1ng • .,.r dirlOt~

a'king for It.

A good un,y )'Bar. ago the Operat.or. did not b... the thorougb tr.ining
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Woaen :!XIOUtive. Telepbone CompaD,1.

Jlra. II1nnle R1obarda. (ooAt.1JIlled.)

t.raln1ng as t.b.y do t.oday. A .t.udent. would Ju.t. b. 81van a blad-••~ Pllt.

t.o t.b••wl t.ohboard aAd l.arn by oba.nation.

One 11t.t.l. frlght.en.d glrl .....r.d a .1gnal and ..ry me.k11 .al"

"Hwaber pl.a••'" Tb.••ub.orlber lald, "23". Tb..n t.b. op.rator, flnd1Ds

out. t.hat. 23 WIl. bu.y .aid, '1 am .ony, dr, 23 11 bu.y but. 1 OaA 81"

you 24.. Of oour•• all of th. gparl.Do.d glrll bad a blg laugb at. bar

19noraao•• But. t.bl••aa. 11t.t.l. frigbt.en.d, 19norant. 811'1 b.oam. aD

In.truot.or ln on. of til. large.t. T.l.pbon. bobang•• in tb. South.

One bll8y day aA op.rator anewer.d a .1gnal and th••ub.orib.r, a

n.gro, san b1. order. Tb. op.rat.or .8t.8b11lbed t.b. oonneoUoD aAd ln a

f.w seooAd. raoel..d a r.-oall on th. oonn.ot.lon. The n.gro .ald, "Cu••

a., 189, 1 mad. a pro,!& ai.trak., 1 WaAt. IIWlb.r U2••
•

Tile Cb1.f op.rat.or. t.ry nry bard to t.uob t.b.lr girl. t.o be oolU't.-

.ou. and aoooaaodat.1D1 at. all t.l•••• W. ono. bad a .llblOlb.r, a ver,r

....t. old la4,r, wbo was almot. bUDd. Of oour.. it. 1& ag in.t. t.b. rille. t.o

give t.b. Dwabera to t.b. 8Ilb.orlb.r .ben b. or .b. ask for tho by nem••

Tb11 11 not. done ln a .plrit. to b. un-aooo_od1Ds, but. It. 1. lapoa.lble

for t.b. op.rat.ora to know all of t.be Duber., ao a dlr.ot.or,r 1. printed

for t.bat. pllrpoa. and If t.be number of a D•• telephoDe 18 not. ln t.b. 41­

reotory 1. oan be got.t.en from t.bl ~nformat.lonOperator. Of ooura. thar.

are exo.ptlona to tbe rul•• iln oas. of flr., dootor., or pollo«, tbe op­

.rat.or 1. t.o 81n tb. number wlt.bollt. queation. wall, tbll pod lad7 wollld

It.rive 10 bard t.o look IIp b.r number. for abe dld not. want to bot.b.r t.b.

op.rator. .n b.r oaa. was brought. t.o t.b. at.t..nt.lon ofttll. Cbl.f op.rat.or
•

11)" on. of th. operat.orl, ab. 1...d18t..17 gen all til. girla ord.ra t.o 81"

•
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.o..n Ex.lIatiy.~Te1.pbon. Co.paJl,f.

.... nnl. Riobardl. (aont1nued,)

b.r th. nub.r wUbout qusUon, 'YIIl lt tb.y bad to slOure 1\ fro. tb.

Information Op.rator th....l ....

Late on. n1ght a drunk -'D, a looal 01 tl••n put 1n a 10na dlluMI

lall tor hi. girl In a nearby tem. Atter telld.lII to hi. a tlW ainutl',

and t1nd1Dg out that be was dr1nk1Dg, sh. lltt thl telepbonl, leaY1111

thl rloelYlr ott tbl book. ae 1."41atlly r_alled thl operator, thillk­

1Dg tbat .hl ba4 dl.oolllltllted hl. troa his par\)'. Sb. vild to Ixplaln

that b. was .t111 oonnected wltb bl. aualler but tbat tbl par\)' had lltt

thl 11nl. a. laaedlatl1 wlnt 1nto a tantra. and used .o.e ot tbl Y111.t

language tbat bas .ver been used oyer tbe ~epbon•• To asks lt a 11ttll

aorl ImpllaUo, III took an axl and oboppld tbl tllepbone ott th...n.

(1 t wes onl ot tbe 01d-8\111 box -.baped one). ot oourle the operator re­

ported tbl. to tbe Cblet Operator the next dll3'. She ln turn reported lt

to the co_ro181 H8Il8ger. ae went 401111 to .ee thl aan. ae WII ...t o~

01081\10 to the gel' and thl operator that ball41ed hls oan. !lilt III

bad o-.1tted two ottlll8e'J u.ed oblOene laJIguag. 0 1' thl telephonl and

dl.voyed thl Tel.phone CoapBD1" property. al wa. n r allOlled to ha...

anoth.r tel'phone a. long as hi 11ved 1n lufaula.

DIU'1III th1l Chlet operator" U. witb thl Telephonl Coapal\1, Eufaula

Ixpertenoed one ot thl WOrit t1re. In It. hl.tory. A larg. bardwa,.. .tor.,

with prote,s10nal en" ottlol. ln the 'wo .tOril. aboY. lt oaUght tlr••

It w.. 011' ot oontrol when thl t1re departllen' was IUDlllOllld, 10 th.y OOD­

olntrated on .aY1ng thl nearby buildlDg'. we were jlllt a few doo'" tr..

thi. rag1na lDterno. In thl t1re .tarted lDto tohl .tore-roo. wh.rl tbey
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• Wo.en lXeautl... Telephona Oo.pa~.

lIrs. lf1nD1a Rlohard,(oontinned.)

had th. 4IDAm1ta and ahell. atored. tbe looal oltlzeDi warned tbe glrl'

to lea"e tbe bUlldiD~h not 1m01ling JQllt wb t tarn the fir. would taka

wh.n 1 t got lnto the .Xplol1.... IU1d knowlng too that. th. Tel.phon. Ex­

ohang. had ollly one uU and U w.. on tbe tbird floor. Bat they d14 not.

l.a.,•• S\a1ed there and eaued th. Cblef Operat.or. Plant 'oreaan and

-.nagar to 00•• down and be on hand to aave aQY lmportant re.ord. that.

n..ded to ba gotten Ollt 1t tba building oaught flre. Thle le Juat one of

alUl,)" 1JUItaJlllla. wbara tba operator. sbowed tbalr bra..ry.

There ha.,e been m5D1. ma~ ollt.tandlng .ubsorlbers ln lufaula. A.

a wbola we ba.,. alw81B had IDOra Illo. tha. bad patroDi. And 1 t 1. hard t.o

tory to .1ft th.. do'llll and tr;y to find JQllt a faw who stand oat a 11ttll

aaore than the red. BIlt 1 "auld 11ke to pay tribute to two sub.crlbar.

who "111 alwll1' ba lo.,ed and ra.eabar" by the Telephone operator and all

otber aaploye.. of the Telephone CoapaD1.

Ona was a representatlv. of a well Imown ootton flrm of Alabaaa who

had IU1 agenoy ln Eufaula. At. that. tla. there waD a treaendous ootton
•

bul1na.. ln th1e seotlon and tbis IIl8I1 41d a blg bul1na.. 111 th the Tal-

ephone OoaplUl,)"••oaetllllls glvlng a .equenoe of forty and aore oalls.

Regudla.a of how ma~ calla he had or hall anxloQl h. wanted to talk

on th.a. he ne..r wa. lapatient. or orosi to the Telephone Operators. He

al.81' aooapted thelr raport.. w1 tbout. questlon and nayer oallsd baok and

..kad about a oall. Ha .ald t.hat he Ime. tbs operator. lIsra JUllt aa aDX­

lou. t.o ooaplete bill oalla .. he wall to talk an th... Eyery afterMon at.

a oartaill hour. ha would tr.at th. girlll to aD1 kind of a drlnk thay want.ad

froa the drug lltore. And on Cbrllltlll/lB. eaob glrl WIlli gi.,en a lovaly Cbr1at.-

lIIaa prelent..
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Wo.on Exooutin. TolopbollO CO.palll.

lira. Kinnio Riol1ardo~ontlJlllod.)

Another beloYed oubooriber. wbOIll all tho operatoro loyod and at..

yery lIIuob 10 a doar dootor Who reoentlY d10d. Ho oa1d tha\ tbo operator.

alway. kIlow wbero \0 rind bl., a\ all,)' t.uo of the day or Iligllt. TbO, .ee_

od \0 Juot kIlow wUbou\ YoX")' _ob offort. If tb1. wao t.ru. l' 11111 bo­

oauoe \boy were iIltore.t..d ill b1. and bi. groat wortl. OIld oouJl\od bl. 110

Ulo1r bod mell4. On .onrol oooao101lO bo 1188 OIUed t.o .00 .0.0 of Ulo

operator. eo 1IOre .10k. If t.boy were outo-or-tom g1rl. OIld board1Dl. bo

would oarry tbe. to bia InfiraaX")' OIld n...r 41.oull \bo qllooUon of .ono,.

Ho 11111 8111810 11" 1n tbo boarto of aU of the TelOpboM Operatorl

and all _Ilberl of the Telepbone Co.palll.-

-
In 1919 Jro. Riohardo aarried Ralpb Riobard•• Cblof of t.be lIIlrallla

11re Department. She 11 a bo.....kiII' and 11ving IIp ner tbe '1re Dep\. 11111

a terrible bardobop ClI1 bor. bllt noyer ODOO a word of ooapla1nt.But lIbe

be roa1gDod OIld opened a Ibop of b10 omCrad10. eleotrioal refr1geratoro.e~o)

Ibo .0 Y011" bapp,.

Sbe bal a lovely 11ttlo bo.o on Randolph Street OIld opendl _ob U.o

In ber flower gardon wbon Ibe gota off fro. wol"lt at tbe offioo.

Sbe baa no oenen\ OIld dODO aU of bar 1I0l"lt. Sbe il OIl eaoeUon\ oook
•

and oan 1I0rk lIondero lIith a neodle.

Sbe adopted bar 011t..r'l lit.t.lo bo,. Albton Jobnoon; b10 fatbor diod

.0Il be waa Juot eleyon dayl old. Hio motber bad 'wo otber ob11dru. and

•
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Woaon bo.utiyo. Tolepbono C0JlPlUV'.

lire. II1Dn1o Riobard.(cont.1nlled.)

101t. all sbo bad 1n a blUlk taUuro. So s. R10llards took tIlo baby 1I11en

b. w.. a 1..11 boy and sb. tUll 11ko b. 11 ber "1'7 own.

I la14.· 8. Riobardl you bann't. t.old .0 abollt. tIlo .,oloa.,·(t.b.
L.z

tornado ot Karob. S. 1919). ·Hot. a girl l.ft. bor POlt.. not. a on. or

bead. Suddonl1.wlt.llout. an,y warniD8. t.hore W81 a shBt.t.er1ng of gl....

• roar t.hat. sounded 11k•• t.hou.and trolgbt. t.rB1n1 0"1' ho.d. 10 doaf­

ning 110 oould'nt. Oye. bo.r our Olin voloos. and t.ho pooul1ar ,ollow

glo~. 1\ l.sted t.hree ainu\ol. tblD a d••d oala. Thoso tllroo .1nut.ol

wo an ot.ornit.y. Eufaula "as Sbllt. out. trom t.lle world. Tbere wore SOYeD

bun ed t.olepllonosl all wero doad,exoep\a to". All t.oll 11nol "1'0 do"n.

• But. t.ll08e glrls never loft. t.belr post. and t.b. llerol0 rk tll07 41d 11

palt. desoriblng. A 11ne "as put up qulokly bot..en Eufaul. and Cuthbert.

lAd 4alll relayed to Eufaula, Oyer n1no bundrod long dls\anoo 0.111 oallll

ln one day and over. tbouoand t.olegra.l. Kont.go.ery and K.oon Telopbon.

otflo01 lent. extra belp. It. ".e .wful. Tbere "ere no 11ght.l. WO us.d

Deloo 11gbtl and la~l. Tbey al a used t.bo Delao light.1 .11 .e4need.,

and Tbursday night.l. before t.boy oould get 11gbt.1 to d1g out til. bodi08

under tbe d.brll. lIan,y of us "ot1tod t.hirty 111: bourl w1 t.bout oyon rost­

iDg. Tho, would briDg UI food llP t.o tb. offio•• Eufaul. belng luob an old

town tbor. "or. hundreds of rolat.lves 11 ovor tbe United St.at.os tbat

read of the tornado. and of oours. t.b.y would telepbon. or t..logr.,.•

•
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George Barris. olaok or all trades.

Lives in a t.wo room bouse near oeBeter".

George Harrls, ne a oarpenter, brlok II son, gardner, painter. "I ki.

do llI\Y ki or work I oan glt ter do. I was blrtbed Deo. 25, 1861, rlght

do n tb re at Dr. Baker'_ bome. He abow wae a rlne doctor. The tbings b.

1 arnt Be, I ain't never bad to bave alr doctor and I don oured a lot

or nlggera too. (Knows everything)

" a belonged to Dr. Baker and IIY a was named Charlotte and lIarried

ate Harris. y a wuz tbe bouse gal and lIy Pa be drlve for Dr. Baker. Us

l1"d in a 11ttl. red bouse rigbt on the ally right behind Dr. Baker's. I

member tbe rurst ootton dat. e r I seed ln IIY llre. Hlt was out here at.

the Rainey plao. nortb or Euraula. Then sa tes b~ed hl t. He marrled Dr.

Lanes daughter, Pinky. I learnt to swl. when I was just a llttle play boy

ln prultts pond. The traln at that tll1e was glttln' her wat.er by the slde

or the rallroad out or er weter tank, gltting the wood rro. out or a raok

by the slde or the rallroad. Lawdy, I learnt 1I0re llttle shavers to swl.

ls here town. 'ercer Johnston, Loyd .ray, Lexy Courl0 ,Roy(your busbsnd),

he a8 a littl tty fellow then, Ro ,and Cllff Fay. I dl.re • bar now

Jlst all or d. • I wae twenty two year. of age hen I • rrled ADn1e Roa••

ow, dat show was .r grand and glorious a en, nebber dld pass no liCk on

her, no ma., lssey. But I ls sh lie ter say hlt, I show wus .r botheratlon

ter her wben lt 0 me ter drinking llkker. Isba 11kes er llttle drink. A

IllY ra ly does. She been doad now slx year er gwine on n'en, .ben I lost.

her my nd jlst flow trom lie. Hit look lak blt nlgb bout kilt me. Nebber

et nary one's cooking but. Annle's'. Tbat ls true, no lIatter wbere Georg.

WIlS working be would always go he.. to eat wltb Annie.

'I was twnety-two year old when lie and Annle Roa. lIarrled. Sbe blrthed
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The Alaobrooka.

1. A detailed deaoription ot tbe bousel number ot rooma, beating

taoilitiea, tUrniShings, bedrooaa, e s.

The bouse ia pain\ed a ligbt brown witb hite trimaings.

i.,. rooms, ~ bedraoaa, dining rooll k1tchen and batb rcoll. Open

tiare placsa. rnishings, oak, very plsin, but very cle8nl 8n organ in

one corner at bed-room, tamily piotures on wall, no electricity, keroaene

lampB. In k1tchen, ood stove. In back yard, wood haUlS, 800d already

pUed up and cut tor Winter. all garden sn ohiokenB.

2. A desoription at r. an rs, Alsobrook•

• Allcbrcok, seventy-two yearB old, very gray, thin and stooped.

I. A1Bobrrok, sixty-three, tall and thin, blaok hair with steeaks

at 8Y.

3. IB Lizzie in tbe halle' It B~, how lcng bas ahe been thsre.

Lizzie never in tbe hcuoe with the Aloob~OkO, always lived with 'other.

4. The Alsobrooks eoono os and politioal viewi.

The Alsobrooks are vary saVing and are eoonomiots. Have 00•• IIcney in

bank. Be ant. to sell hi. bome and buy a tarm, aD be iB getting old and

iB tire. at working in 11111. Hs loveD to farm. Be doe. not want to rent

hi. hOM, beoause he said, 'Nobody er-l'enting a house would keep my ahruba

and flowerl pretty. I cut -r had e every other day.'

eir politioal viewa: Botb 0- orata, but 'hi old ledy dont vote,

ain't at no UBe ter wo en e~voting"

5. Did the Allobrooka b~ their ho.e With a loan troll the ill? II it

paid tor? It DO, ho 10 did it take~

Tbe Al brook. bougbt their be e tbro h the ill De ral yarD a o.

and 1t i paid tor. It took tbe. eigbt yaan.




