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hatween Government sng 3 lAVE
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some few whites people have come
to fish the stringer,especially since the depression hes swept over the

gountry,as pa of thelr

in the last part of the month of Vg«
alr was Just beginning to feel the Tirst
the scqueintance of a c¢colored man well into
gas Jared MNills. Although a roustabout alomg Lhe rivez
lay to flish. To look at the man witl cesual glange,
sted becasuse of his dress and appearance,wihich was
tatters and Thes il @ Ly and even smeared vlfl
yatures superceded nl iress: he had kindly fags,al~
ere droad and pug~like, hls lips thick and big,his Jaws

e e

2 a - L] .-u : ‘-' 1 8 o . - v i r . B . -, .
souare,and his eves slightly smaller than Ne rage Neg 5 118 teeth,

still in sound condition,a pearly white,despite his seventy-elght years of /
4
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Jared Mills,68 South Water St.,
ave part of time with
of Fisher's Al

orks Distriet,

1ife. He was 1 ' lw feet tall with one of his shoulders slightly low-

ar tihan

to Vieksbur
llers have
water Street near
Governwent ,and again stavs back of de Gas Wuks on Fisher's Alley. It's

mighty lak starvi when der ain't no wuk to git.”

do you do other than fish for a gubsistence?™ 1 asked the

"Well,l tells you,"he snswered,when de banana boats come in 1
ts wuk hustlin' bansnas,en' I also does odd Jobs at gardenin' an' Te-

| : |
I-'h..'..i' i

fences,en’ sometimes . cleans chimblies an' do padchwuk on 4e
nousestops.”

"“Where were you born,Uncle Jared?" 1 asked.

"Did you eber g0 L0 Vieksburg in Mississippl? vWell,l war born

at Davis' Bend not far fum Vigksburg on de Nervis plantationm,in August
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Jared Mills,68 South Water Street,

also stays part of time with friends
at head of Fisher's Alley,lMoblle Gas
¥orks Districet, Mobile,Ala.

A ROUSTABOUT wHO WaS ONCE MEMBER OF THE MIGRATORY
NEGROES.

Written by Frangolis Ludgére Dierd.

1860, Us didn't '"sidder a nigger born durin' de war a slave,but us war
slaves Jus' de same till de surrender cum. Mah Pa went to de war wid Mars-

ter Nervies an' served him till de surrender,an' meh Ma an' de pickaninnies

stayed wid de Nervis women folks,an' eben af'er de surrender Marster Nervis

kept us all at de plantation. He war a govd marster and fed us all well,®

"What did you do,Uncle Jared,after you grew up to young manhood?"

1 asked.

"l stayed wid mah Pa and Ma on de plantation till dey died,den msh
sister Julia an' mah brother Henry got married. Julia went to live in Vicks-
burg an' Henry he went to New 'leans,whar he died in de seventies. I wukked
still on de plantation till de niggers in Mississippl got together an' lef'

fo' Wyandotte in de State o' Kansgas to settle.”
"Tell me,Uncle Jared," I sald,"in your own way about the migra-
tory negroes that left for Kansaes in 1879. Although I've often heard my fath

er tell about them,very few people nowadays remember that eplsode of Southe-

ern history following the reconstruction days."
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iritten by

named Aaron Rivers an' a young
s, "Uncle Jared began to relate,
m'ly since bdsbytime,who giv him
an eddercation an' had n ) Ul D suk in de dinin' room of de maln
house. Dat war de sufulest me of mah life when us niggers migratoried %o
ivendotte an' odder towns in Kansas. It warn't quiet up to bve Jes' as dey
‘vresented 1t to be,fo' we shuah hed to suffer. Us taree sguffled somehow

to git to St. louls to tak de boat bac' to ¥ieksburg,when dar war already

dar "bout elghty-seben odders walitin',an' how dey all got dar hit's a mys-

Uncle Jared continued his narrative,which the writer continues
ovn words!
sthetie atories were told at St. louls by the ninety negroes wio
some down ths Missourl en route for the homes they had so lately lerft

in Mississippl. reporter of one of the St. louls papers visited the James

doward,said Uncle Jared,the stesmbpat on which the refugees had smbarked,

and there found a lot of them grouped upon the lower deck swalting impati-
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J ared L--i_‘ilﬂi:‘)‘ JOouth "ater ‘}.t'l.

also steys pert of time with

friendis st head of Fisher's Al-

ks District Mobile,Ala.

war named Aaron Rivers an' a young
gmart eddercated nigger nemed Williem Nervis,"Uncle Jared began 10 relete,
"whoae m Bil - also DT10Ng 0 de Bervis 1a vy sinoe bt*h_r.timel‘v“‘& "‘ib nim

3 '3

an eddercation an' had him drung up fo" w de dinin' room of de main

houge. Dat war de sufule | ¢ mah life when us niggers migratoried %o

yandotte = a4 owns in Kansas. It wern't quiet up to bde jes' as dey

‘vresented it to be,fo' we shuah hed to suffer, Us three sguffled somelow
to git to S5t%. louls to tek de boat bac' to ¥icksburg,when dar war already

dar "hout elshtv-sshen odders waltin'.an' how dey all got dar hit's a mys-

Jared continued his narrstive,which the writer continues
own words!

Pathetic atories were told at St. louis Dby the ninety negroes who
dissourl en route for the homes they had so lately left
reporter of one of the St. louls papers visited the Janss

doward,sald Uncle Jared,the stesmbpat on which the refugees nad embarked,

and there found a lot of them grouped upon the lower deck awaitlng impati-
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A ROUSTABOUT WHO WAS UNCE MEMBER OF THE MIGRATORY
NECGROES.

iritten by Frangois ludgdre Diard,

ently the hour of the boat's departure,and talking esgerly of the good
times in store for them upon thelr return to old friends and old scenes.
Aaron Kivers,according to Unele Jared,was a venerable old man,and at the
time the reporter appeared at the steamboat James Howard,wes seated upen =
lot of furniture. The reporter guestioned him as to the causes which led
him and the other negroesz to return to the region they had so lately left,
The old man,speaking for himself and those about him, according to Unecle

Jared,told an effective as well as an interesting storys

"Wese,done cumed bac'," sald Aaron Rivers,"coz ef we'd stald
we'd all die,shuah, Dar is de people at Wyandotte,lyin' 'long de banks an’
dyin' like sheep. De climate hit's somethin' dey ein't used to,an' dey gits
pleurisy en' pneumonia,an' den dey dies. More'n two hundred war duried ale-
ready,an’' dar wuz lots moah sic' when us lef' 'em. Dey begged,sum of 'em,to
cum wid us,but dat couldun't be,an' so dey stays dar to die."

"How did you get passage on the boat?" the reporter asked.

“Oh,sum one paid de fares fo' us. I don't Jjes' understand how

de thing wuz done an' fixed."™
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A ROUSTABOUT WHO WAS ONCE MEMBER OF THE MIGRATIRY
REGROLES .

Written by Lrunguia Ludgére Diard.

The old darkey,according to Unecle Jared,was asked as to what he
hought the reception of the refugees would be upon thelr return South,and he
answered that he thought it would be kind. They had been told that "de white
folks"” would not receive them well,but he knew better,as nearly all thelr
white employers were good people. Anyhow,they would be better off than stay-

ing in Kanses.

It sppeared that most of the refugees on the steamboat James Howard
were from points near Davis' Bend,no$ far from Vicksburg,and,as they were
all returning to the same locality,they had the same reception to look fore
ward to. Not one of them appeared to have apprehensions,according to Unecle
Jared,and there was not one of them but seemed overjoyed at an escespe from
the miseries suffered at Wyandotte and other Kansas towns. On the levée one

of the refugees was Willism Nervis,the young intelligent negro sccompaniat of

Unele Asron and himself,said Uncle Jared,who were walting in St. Louls for a
chance to continue their Journey westward. We record the remarks young Wile
liam Nervis had to say,although,sald Uncle Jared,his remarks were likely mis-

construed by his listeners:

"We went out there," said William Nervis,"with some money and they
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L lme
of “ 1.‘3'11‘31"3

Moblle ghlal,

0ld us thet with s little start we could get along well. They sald there was
plenty of good land snd thet we oould have 1t to work. well,most of us didn's
g6% as lar as that land,but some of us did,and Juat to see it was enough.
dhere was nothing but Lhet preirie long slde the rallroad,no trees,ne houses,
pothing. 4if you had a house there you wouldn't have anything to live on,and
if you could ralse eny crops it wouid take you six weeks to z0 to mill., It was
Just starve,that was ell there was of it,snd we got back to Wyandotte as guick
as we could,”

"Why dida't you buy & plesce near one of the towns,h if you hed money?"®
Unele Jared sald the St. louls reporter ssked Nervis. "Some of you had money,
you sald. What 414 you do with it7"

#111iem Nervis looked at his questioner,sald Unele Jered,snd answer-
8d the reporter very curtlys

T--lh,‘,.‘ iBkQ ‘,.' ‘.'.;-'t it- Up."

fervis,continued Unele Jared,wrote to some white friends of the Ner-

vis family for sssistance,and the knowledge of his situstion comins to Messrs.

“ickham & Fendleton,St, lLouls,those gentlemen wrote,telling him if he wanted
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to come back they would assist him. Nervis,of gourse,easgerly ;uca?tad the Op~
old
portunity to go South again,and told his friends Jared Mille and/Unele Aaron
Rivers,of his good fortune, Uncle Jared sald he and 0ld man Rivers then begged
Nervis to secure for them the same ald,if possible,and HNervis again wrote to
¥iokham & Pendleton and asked further assistance for his Iriends end even Ior
some of the other stranded negroes. Messrs. Wickham & fendleton,who were well
known cotton fretors,sald Uncle Jared, haed many friends among tase planters,and
knowing the ne st the time for more lsbor in the South,and knowing also the
extent the neg s had been deluded,concluded themselves t0 advance the money
for the transportation of those who wanted to come with Nervis to 85t. louls,
Arrangements were made such effeet,and the result appeared in tahe arrivels.

Messrs. Wickham & Pendleton stated slso that Mr, Seudder had agreed to rforward

the refugees from 3t. ‘ouils to their destination.

the ceuse of the return of the load on the stesmboat Kin-
ny,or Kinpey,Uncle Jared said,and "it 'peared det Nr. Scudder war connected
wid dis boat.”™ Mr Pendleton said in a public statement that there had been

some rough experiences,which young Nervis could relate,and,as he and his a¢-
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gompanists w in the offlice at the time . he was
Nervis,said VUncle Jared,was modest and qulet and
one iar as
g, about twd hundred mlles I'ram «yandotte.
regelived the retugees atl wyandotte
nd land foy them in the interioer,
‘unds lef't continued the Journey to where these

-

located. Niocodemus was one of 18 places,and here 1t was
compenions went,sald Unele J: hey found s shabby
ay Tfor any one,end lying adbout the town a flatb
ich gave them - e¢hlll, There was no timber to
bulld houses with,snd,even with houses to live in,pecple with no money to suse

'

start must starve. Nervis with Rivers and Mills retutne
e former was taken sick and they got
mong those,snlid Unele Jared,who were ine

formed of thelr )0d Tuck was one who had betraved them =i 'eported that they

Were trying to persuade the refugees to go back 1 Lhe plantations. The result
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em,especlially smart young Nervis,had

. hose who were operating them being

wve of emigma=

sporter,were several hundred of the ref

and sickness,and asmong them %he

¢ those who had come along in the same con

Rivers on their trip north had died,and others lay

111 with slight prosp of recovery. The refugees at iyandotte,sald Uncle Ja~

red,received some aid Trom the loeal colored conmunities,begged Trom tne white

people,end got such Jobs of work that tThey eculd st any paye The people in the

surrounding country of Wysndotte alsc came in to get some of the colored men
st they could east,and those who had RO
this chance to avoid absoclute starvation.
batineg the hooks of his fishing lines told me he
de migratory nigger refugees who cum bae' fum dat far
dere sitawation,so dat you understands me,fo' 1'se
'bout goin' soon fo' "nodder trip to Migsissippl,”

I wes delishted with all the ©ld negro had told me o & rare eplsode
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n't put them on bhecause s tryimg to get on one of the banans boatls wien
they came into port, His | ok felt U very dingy,and he wore no socks.
de sald he needed th,something t at and night's rest---things he de-
glred masy i1or wae b Llig U Lilg e
i told the I sllow that,whlle I was not overstocked with money
nd a Ol Attle change Cn me Ll re,ne yuld surely have something
0 eat and ge to gleep,ir 1 tOo borl the money to pay for 1t. He

he was suffering

shoulder was lower than

caused he sald 'rou
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while hopping =
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L ALl L &
0 told me hls name 8 Jemes Thel Strickland,an @ was born at
,Elh-ﬂfluld.«urbﬂ Caroline,on March 21st,1917. His Tabher was blacksmith

by trade,but wishing to rear his family in Christian-liike y,18 DOught ¢
farm near Smithrield. James id he was fourteen vears old when hils fathe:
died,and soom after his mother through worry of keeping the pleace and he:

J1

family tozether alsc

ied.
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1This set Janme
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untll last yvear,
llke a sOn,was
reat f. He showed me several letters
he summer o¢arnival sh yusiness had terminats
nths., These letters had bdeen forwarded To
ywer in on his way South. Une of them
written on the envelope

1

his Just before he lell

here nearly all

off on the road sgain,followin

ad been through Mobile before,and stopped over las
iob on a boat,and Tasl was his reason for stopping in
saupi in val S% reets. He sald that als

mderclothes winter or summer,hée did not feel the cold ¢

al,that the weather along the Gulf Comst was like summertime in com-
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James Thel Strickland,iranslent,
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YOUNG TRANSIENT TELLS HIS STORY,

iritten by

rrnn?uis ludgére Diard.

I think that 1 shall never see

A poem lovely as a tLree;

. tree whose hungry mouth 1s pressed

Agalpet the earth's sweet flowing breast;

A tree that locks at God ali day

And 1i7ts her lealy arms t0 pray;
tree that may 1in summer wear

A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has laing

who intimately lives with rain.

Poems are made by fools like me,

put only God can make a tree.

A8 he rec¢ited this bdeautiful little poem,his rich barytone volce could
be hesrd all over the school ballding,and the thought came to me of past meme-
ories,when c¢all boy in the old Nobile Theatre I often stood in the wings and
watehed the great actors go through their parts,when the whole sudience was
still as a mouse and even =2 pin would be hard to hear if dropped.

i asked my guest of the road how could he ever expect to own a home
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TOUNG In

written

and a libreary if he kept

a great deal of good in

Ludgére Diard.

roaming around the country. 1 also told him he had

him. e replied: "That's Just 1t,if 1 could get

steady employment . would surely have them,for 1t is nothing to this road

business. 1 don't bellieve myself 1 am a bad fellow,and if 1 were only glven

g chanoce i would surely

He sald these v

‘_-[Dhn .

nold down the

ords in a volece,yes,a sad volee that only hardships

and privations could meke & human being speak in.

After he spent

L

8 ¢ le hours at my oom 13 the school 00O s
ounle of hour t room in th chool nversi

I took him back down town and got him a fiftye-cent room at the Manhettan Ho-

tel on Royal Street,where he wor be near lower Covernment Street asnd the

front where the banans boasts docked. However,the next morning on goling

to the Post Office,l sgain met him at the General Delivery window ask-

from the o0ld carnival kitchen lady in Detroit,who had deen good

e sald he had had a nice night's rest, and

banane wharf,as the boat San Blas running to ran-

well as the three-masted schooner Rubens from Nassau

by £ TR
By =

2T 4 - ol % - I . »
e bJJ '::'1 .LUI].C.’ J. j;n.' 1

ngttan Hotel.

ma lslands. He took my hand and agaln thanked me for the meal and

ixed him,the bath and clothes,and the bed at the Mane
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THREE WASBIED BQULS
i
Sweet Chariot, swiang high!
Sweet Chariot, swing low!
Three washed rouls have gone
70 Es.vean in 2 row.
OHONU'S
Gabriel, blow your trupet)
Gabr 121, blow your hom)
My soulls gzone te Nesven,
And thers again de bYomn)
Swing high, Sweet Chariot)
Sweet Ghariot, den't be latel
Swing low, Sweet Charios)
I'n poing stralight through the gate
0 sce the lem!
11
Sweet Chariot, swing high!

Sweet Chariot, swing low!

Three stained souls have deam
Vashed ns white an snow!
onoRyUs
1§84
Sweet Chariot, ewing highl
Sweet Chariot, swing low!
Three wvashed souls will weay

A Orown around the browl
CHORUS




THREIE WASBHED SOULS

Bibdliographys This spiritusl was sung by the late

2lpsh OGoldstein, the colered Janitress of Cl:rk Grammar School,

309 North Conception Street, Mpbile, Aladame, vho played either
the guitay or sithey whiles singing same, The susio bes never
boon written, ut like the words, has bDeen popular meong the
plantation negroes of Smow Hill in Wileoox Commty, Ala. 2lpsh
foldstein wvas bom on the Barge plantation at Spow HiIll amd
seared by Nrs. Asanda Jarge Mel ton, daughter of Mr., Ceorge Barge,
Zljpak Goldsteia gave the wvords of the hymn %o Frangols Ludgére
Mard, Nodile, Ala,, and made arrangement with e to sing same
for the Covermnent folklore recorder in 1957 but his visit %
lobile at the tHoe was cut short., This negro songstress died
during Merch, 19%F. Ghe mev and sang many folk songs, the musie

of wideh was never written,
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Veek ending January 27th,1939.

. Colleoted by
- "'"4 2 Folklors.

Frangols ludgére Diard,
[dentification No, 014952572,

Federal VWriters' Froject, us.2,

Froject No.4454,Moblle,Aln.

!,,li, :".-1,.:;1 Sl "-L-lu:!r I‘.‘JL_L,
he darned
sould ever tie g knot
billy goat's talll

1le
got a dollar,
rot a cent,
i'm goling TO borrow

All the money 4i've lent.

lll,
I1've got 2 car
{ith a high top,
And the darned thing

Never knows when to stop!

| :; 5 1
L{i.l-\-' s %




Weak ending January 2T7th, 1339

Colleeted by

.i‘l"_'.ﬂcu.'i_ﬁ .Jud,;‘é‘r‘e -fiﬁrd,
Jldentification No, 0149-525¢
Federal Wpiters' Project,D.:

PA Project Np.4454,ﬁngile,
niBoe
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I've got s TrOoOster,

nd he don't coekle~doodle-~do

oy
&

1've got a gal,
I've got & wife,
and 1've been a-supporting

Her all her lifel

CHORUS.
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200 Our Al-

Ssaturaay

instru-
vicinlity

11sten threw monsey to the
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Se242 Frangols Iudgére Diard,

FOLKIORE ldentification No. 0149«5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Ds.2,

WPA Project 4454,Mobile,Ala.

MEMORY OF A 1AST SONG,

Written by
Frangois Iudgére Diard.

In The Mobile Register of January 16,1883%,there asppeared an Associa=-
ted Press despatech,which told the painful news of the supposed loss of an
English ship,the Pride of the Ocean,commanded by Captain Harry A. Barcklay,
of Mobile. This ship cleared from Hamburg on January 6th,and on the l4ith of

the same month timbers from her wreck were found on the shore near Harwieh

(presumably the sesport of Essex,England),which were supposed to be pieces
of the Pride of the Ocean.

The sad story of the death of the 1ll-fated Harry A. Barcklay@ms he
was best known by his relatives and friends in Mobile and elsewhere,rather
than with his title and soubriquet of "Captain,"” passed down the years like

a legend,and his beautiful songs snd poems are also Just a memory nowj;and of

all that came from his fertile brain and pen,there is but one song remembers

ed,which is imbued with the very life and soul of the mea himself. The sweet
voices of the young ladies of Mobile of the years preceding the gay '90's

once sang this beautiful song,and one of them,Miss Laura de Vaux,who was
sald to be the most beautiful young ledy of the latter 1880's,and who now
is resting peacefﬁigy in her grave in the 0ld Church Street Cemetery once
owmed an asutograplf copy of one of his beautiful poems.

Harry A, Barcklaywhile in Hamburg visited Madasme A, Gowa,a friend of
his,who was quite famous in Germany as a composer of music. He was a gentle-:

mean of marked poeticsl talent,and he and his hostess agreed to produce a

song,she to compose the music,and he the words. Just before their production

was sent to the publisher,Captain BarcklaﬂF606iVed a photogreph of his niece




Week ending February 10,1939. an

Se=242
Frangois Ludgére Dierd,

Identification No. 0149~5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Ds.2,

WPA Project No.4454,Moblle,Ala.

FOLKLORE

MEMORY OF A LAST SONG,

Wwritten by
Frangois Ludgédre Diard.

Miss Cora Townsley,who was one of Mobile's handsome daughters. Madame Gowa
was so much taken with the photograph that she asked and obtained the con-
sent of Captain Barcklay to dedicate their song to his nilece.

During March,1883%,Miss lownsley received several coples of the sOnge.
It is entitled "Oh,Beautiful Dream of iy Youth." Each sheet of music bears
the photogreph of Miss Townsley. it is doubtful that a single printed copy
of this besutiful song,words and music,which has now passed down the years

as a beautiful memory of the past,unless the remaining Townsley famlly de=

scendants have preserved sames ihe following are the words of the song,whic

shows the pronounced talent ol the ill1-fated Ceptain Barcklay as a poet:

A rose which her bosom adorned,
A lock from her bright sunny head,
A letter,disclored,h and torn,
(And the dear oae that wrote it is deed,)
Are all that is left to me nNOW,
Of a beautiful dream of the past,
When 1 gave you,my beautiful Meamie,

My heert's first devotion and last.

Through the years that go vanishing by,
Thirty have vanished since then,

With a fealty that never cen die
T111l time and eternity blend;

-




Week ending February 10,193%8. o

S-242 Frengois Iudgére Diard,
FOLKLORE Identification No. 0149=5252,

Federal Writers' Froject,Ds.2,

WPA Project No.4454,Moblle,Ala.

MEMORY OF A LAST SONG,

Written by

Frangois Ludgére Diard,

Unchanging,and loyal to thee,
As only kind Providence knows.
I eling to your relics,Memie,

The letter,the curl,and the rose.

Though brown,broken-up with decay,
The rose in full bloom 1 can see,
As pure as the couch where 1t lay,

And kissed the heart beating for mel

And the curl with its soft,sunny hue,
That you gave me while wishing, Mamle,
Recalls to me now=--does it you?®

The wish and the omen for thee.

While the furrows and wrinkles oI age
Have vanished my youth from my sight,
And the winter in turning each page
Has besprinkled the brown with the white;
Have you seen from the home where you are
By the sweet light of heaven,Mamie’

How in sickness,in sorrow and care,

I've cherished my worship for thee?




Week of February 10,193%9. -l -

S-242

FOLKLORE

Frengois Iudgére Diard,
Identification No. 0149=5252,

Federal Writers' Project,Dis. 2,

WPA Project MNo.4454,M0bile,Ala,

MEMORY OF A LAST SONG,

Wwritten by

Francois ludgére Diard.

Oh! besutiful dream of my youth!
Bright spirit immortal and blessed:
Come back from my palace of truth,
Come beck from this vale of unrest,
And tell me,shell we meet sgallee-
Both young,as we parted,Mamie,

4nd I'1l sing to the old love's refrailn

The faith I have garnered for thee.

Bibliography: Screpbook clipping from The Mobile Reglster of

Sundey,April 1st,1883.

of Kobile.

Conversations with members of the Townsley family
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S-242 Collected with added notes by

FOLKLORE Frangois Ludgére Dierd,

Identification No. 0149~5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Dis.2,
WPA Project No.4454,Moblle,Ala.

A POLITICAL FOLKLORE SONG OF MONROE COUNTY ,ALA.

MR. COOPER OF MONROE COUNTY.

1.

Mr. Cooper's going to run
For the legislaturel
For the legislaturel

Won't we have great joy and fun,

When Mr. Cooper'll run,yes,run

For the legislaturel

1l.

Mr. Cooper's going to run
For the legislaturel
For the Legislature..
Mr. Cooperis a true Whig,
Who'll dence a mighty good Jjig
In the legislaturel

I11.

My, Cooper's a darn good man

For the legislaturel
For the legislaturel




" Week ending Jenuary 20th,1939.
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S=242

FOLKLORE, Collected with added notes by
Frangois Iudgére Diard,

Identification No. 0149~5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Dis. 2,

WPA Project No. 4454,Mobile,Ala.
A POLITICAL FOLKLORE SONG OF MONROE COUNTY,ALA.

Mr. Cooper of Monroe County.

Mr. Cooper's a polite Dan,
He'll make a pretty good stand
In the Legislature!

Note: The following note in regards Mr. A.B.Cooper's campaign for the
Alsbsma legislature 1is taken from The Mobile Daily Advertiser of Nednesday,
July 9th,1845:

"MONROE COUNTY,--We are grateful to learn that A.B.Cooper,Esq.,of
Claiborne, has consented to becoms a candidate for the Legislature in Mon-
roe. A better selection could not have been made. Mr. C. is a true Whig,
and as the County gives about 200 Whig majority,we presume there will be
no opposition.”

The late Judge Graham of Jackson,Clarke County,Ala.,stated that
the Hon. A. B. Cooper of Clalborne was one of the best men Monroe County
had ever sent to the Alsbama Legislature. Hence the asbove folklore sOng
whiéh was sung all over Monroe County during his campaign,and which has
descended to the present day as one of the political folklore songs of Ala
bema.

Bibliography: Political notice in The Mobile Daily Advertiser of
Wednesdey,July 9th,1845.

Comversations with the late Judge Graham,of Jackson,
Ala,.,who preserved this folklore song.
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Jones,St.
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Cellected by
Frangois Ludgére Diard,
Identification No. 0149-5252,

Federal Writers' Froject,Ds.2,
WPA Project No.4454,Mobile,Ala

TOM CAT KITTY,

Tom Cat Eitty's sittin’ on de fence
Not sayin' a bless'd word;

Tom Cat Kitty's Jes' sittin' down dere
Waitin' for de chance

To spring upon e birdl

Come on,old Cat! Come om,0ld Cat’
"Tain't no use a-waitin'
For a bird!

Tom Cat Kitty's "bout to fall a-sleep,
Sittin' on de board fence;

Tom Cat Kitty's Jani tryin' to creep--
Oh! what a chance,a chancel-~-

On a bdird a-sleep!

Come on,old Cat! Come oh,0ld Cat!
'"Tain't no use a-waitin'
For s bird!

Bidlicgraphy: This fragment folklore song was given to me by Feter
Charles Street,near Catholie Cemetery,Toulminville vieinity oblle,
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.Waek ending January 13th,1939.

Collected by g

Frangois Ludgére Diard,
Identvifioation No.. 0149-5202,

¥ederal Writers' Froject Dsi2, |
WPA Project . MNosdd54 ,Moblle,Alas

TOM CAT KITTY,

Tom Cat Kitty's sittin' on de fence

Not sayin' a bless'd word;
Tom Cat Kitty's jes' sittin' down dere

Waitin' for de chance

To spring upon & birdl

Come on,old Cat! Come on,old Cat.:
'"Tain't no use a-waitin’

For a bird!

Tom Cat Kitty's 'bout to fall a-sleep,
Sittin' on de board fence;

Tom Cat Hitfy's jes’ tryin' to creep--
Oh! what a chance,a chancel-~

On & bird a~sleep!

Come on,0ld Cat! Come oh,o0ld Catl
'"Tain't no use a-waitin’

For s birdl

Bibliography: This fragment folklore song was given to me by Feter

Jones,St.Charles Street,near Catholiec Cemetery,Toulminville vieinity,Moblle,

aAls.
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S=242 Frangols ludgére Diard,

FCLKIORE, Identification No. 0143-5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Dis. 5,
WPA Project No. 4454,Moblle,Ala,

A FOLKIORE SONG OF THE TOMBIGBEE RIVER.

Collected by
i‘ranfoiu Mdgdre Diard.

The following is one of the echo songs sung by the negroes working on
the steamboats plying up end down the Tombigzbee River of Alebama. The late

Patrick 7. lyons,Mayor of Mobile,and formerly in his younger days a steamboat

man of the Alsbama Rivers,who preserved this fragment echo song,sald that when

the deck-hands on his steamboat were singing it the same verse was repeated

{n answer by the deck-hands on 4 passing steamboat,so the echo of the song

would sound through the swamps and lowlands surrounding Caraoné%ﬁ&'then repeat
in re-echoes for many miles. This was due to the acoustical hollows surround =
ing the bend of the river north of Carson gaid the late Petrick J. Lyons ,who

also stated that the music to the song was never written,and it was a pleasure

to hear one set of negro deck-hands singing the bass,while other sets came in ﬁ
with the tredble and then the alto,and the echo would sound the same as it

went for miles slong the river end finally died awey in a sweetl planissimo.
CARSON ECHO SONG,

Sound the bdelll

Sound the bell?
Let's go down to Cgrson

To hear the steambosts blow,

The sound fells herel
The sound falls there!




Jeek ending January 5th,193%9.

;"':_ r." .
4 frangols Ludgére Diard,
ELMIJJRE. .

Identificstion No. 0149-5252,

Federal VWriters' Froject,Dis.2,

PA ProJect Np.4454,Moblle,Ala.

. FOLKIORE SONG OF 108 TOMBIGBEE RIVEX,.

Collected bY

fran?oia Ludgére Diard,

It makes vou culver

Just like the river--

Hear the echo~==eQl0===-€000==~

Bibliography: Comversetions with the late Patriok 7. lLyons Mayor of |
5 ’

Mobile for many years following his years of steamboat 1ife on the islabame

rivers,who preserved the "Agho Song of Carson,Ala.
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S-242.~ | | Frangois Ludgére Diard,
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A FOLEGORE SONG OF THE TOMBIGBEE RIVER.
Collected by

The following is one of the echo songs sung by the negroes working on
the steamboats plying up and down the Tombigbee River of Alabama. The late

Patrick J. Lyons,Mayor of Mobile,and formerly in his younger days a steamboat

man of the Alabamas Rivers,who preserved this fragment echo song,said that when

the deck-hands on his steamboat were singing it the same verse was repeated

in answer by the deck-hands on a passing steamboat,so the echo of the song

would sound through the swamps and lowlands surrounding Carsonalaﬁd'then repeat

in re-echoes for many miles. This was due to the acoustical hollows au:ﬁounﬁu-
- R S e

fing the bend of the river north of Cuaon,mrrwdwongﬂu

UnLT !

< -
also stated that the music to the song was never writtan,and{it was a pleasure

to hear one set of negro deck-hands singing the bass,while other sets ceme in
with the treble and then the alto,and the echo would sound the same as 1t

went for miles slong the river and finally died away in a sweet planissimo,

CARSON ECHD SONG,

Sound the belll

Sound the belll!
Let's go down to Carson

To hear the steamboats blow.

The sound falls herel
The sound falls there!




Week ending Jenuary 6th,1939.

Frangois lLudgére Diard,

— ——

w-Identification No, 0149-5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Dis.2,
WPA Project Np.4454,Mobile,Ala.

A FOLKTLORE SONG OF THE TOMBIGBEE RIVER:

goTlected by > |
—TFFango1s LuAgdTE-niard.
S

It makes you quiver

Just like the river--
Hear the echo-~-echo--=echo-~~

Bivliography: Conversations with the late Patrieck J. Lyons,Mayor of

Mobile for many years following his years of steamboat 1ife on the Alabama

rivers,who preserved the "Echo Song" of Carson,Ala.




