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rederal ritera' 0~eot,ua.2,

ro~aot .0.4454, o l1a,

wit

ot I'i her'a

le1", bila a or a iatrio,
obUe,Ala.

o

o .
rit an by J'ran 018 lAld«' Dl rd.

10 tha river tront at obile bet a

whioh 18 a 41.t oa ot bo t tour blook.,and oraso

nd alav traat
antir

this ar ot t flt'rlnx

troDt,tor year. tha agro n nd an nd.o e hltes people v 0 e

to tia tro er,aapaol 111 .1noe tha de re••ion h.. •• over t

ountry,.. art or thair .11y r.tl na.

tha ec usint ca ot a oOlored ••n all into
•

8 rou.ta out 810

~ .t ba 1nn1n& to taa1 t e tir.t

,art ot tha wont or Oe-in the l ..t

111••

It 8· -re

tober,.1A 1 3, n 'lone

ria tl 8 ot ~ 11.t at

ear., 0 &8Va i. n a ••

tront ,he had c 1& ay to ria • .0 look at tha n wit a ca. 1 1 08,

ona e 1 uate4 bao .. e ot • dra•• d ppaar oa, hio

o.t a ~ 1e ot • ndt ttara the.e 1 dirty nd av n r

tl.h III 0 18 te turaa .uperoe ed hl. dre.a: ha ha a ind'y l' oa,al-
0

thou h 1a n08tr11. er bro d IIDd P -11k. ,h1ll Up.. t lc and lit , 1a JII 8

IIre,and hla aya••11 htl)' Uar th , a n ro, 1. taat ,

.tl11 ln .ound oon ltl0 ,a paarly lta,da.pita hl. ae. nty-e ht yaar. 0
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FranoOh Ludg.re Dlerd,,

Identlrloetlon o. 0149-5252,

~e4eral rlter.' ProJeot,Dl.t. 2,

A roJeot Io. 4454,Mobl1e,Ala.

Jared Mll1.,68 outh ater Street,

al.o stays part or tlae wlth rrhnds

.t he d ot ~l.her's Alley,Moblle Gaa

ork. Dlatrlot,Mobl1a, la.

OF THI KIG TORYo ONCl:

N3GROltS.

rltten by Fran,ole Ludg6re Dlard.

1860. Us dldn't 'aldder a n1sser born durln t de war a .1aTe,but us war

alaTe. J•• ' de aue till de eurrender cum. Mah Ba went to de war wld Mar.-

ter Nenh an' aened h1lll tll1 d. .urrender, an' mah an' de plokanlnnie.

atayed wld de NerTl. wOllen rolka,an' eben d'ar de aurrender Mar.ter XerTl.

kept u. all at de plantatlon. Be war a goud marater and rad u. all well."

hat dld you do,Unole Jared,arter you graw up to yoWlS aanhood'"

I aaked.

"I .tayed wld ash Pa and Xa on da plantatlon tlll dey dled,den ash

sl.t.r Julia an' ash brother Henry got .arrle4. Julia went to liTa in Tlok.

burg an' Hanry a went to Xew '14an.,whar he dlad in a. aaTentla.. I wukked

.tlll on ae plantatlon tlll de nlscera In Ml••l ••lppl got togeth.r an' ler'

ro' y dotte In de tate 0' x.n.as to .ettle."
,

ell .a,Unole Jarea," I aald, "In your own wBY about the JD.1gra-

tory nagroea thet lart ror x.n.a. In 1879 •• lthough I'Te ortan heard ay rath

er tell about the.,Tery raw paopla now.day. rUlalllber that epl.ode or outh

ern hl.tory rollowing tha raoon.truotlon aay•• "
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OClAl.-. IC • 10 LIl4cm Diar4,

lI.ntitio.tion o. 0149-5252,

p.d.r.1 it.r.' oJ ••t,D••2,

oJ••t 0.4454,Kobil.,

l.r.d Mi11••66 South .t.r

al.o .t.,.. p.rt at t1lM with

tri.nd••t h••d ot iabar·. Al-

ley,. k. i.triot, obil',A1••

•

01' 10 TORY

•ntl,. th hour ot tho bo.t'. d,partur•• and taU:i • .r1y ot tho 600d

tlae. in .tor. tor thea upon their r.turn to old triend. d old .oen•••

'''~on Riy.r•• acoordi to Unol. .d.w e a y.n.rebl. old -.n,ond at tho

tla. tho r.port.r app. r.d at tho .t.amboat lam•• BoWard. • ••at.d upon a

lot ot turniture. h. r.por .r question.d la as to tho oau••• whioh 104

Illa 4 t • oth.r n ro.. to r.turn to tho r. ion th.y had .0 1at.ly 1.tt

Th. old ••p.alting tor h1Ju.lt d tho...bout hla, ooor4lDg to Unol.

lor.d.told an .tt.otiy••• w.11 .. an int.re.t .tor,.1

- ••••40n. oa..d b.o·." .00d ron RiYOr•• ·.o• • t •• ·d .taid

w.·d 11 • Dar 10 40 p.opl. at Wyandott•• l,.in' '10 d. bank. •

dyin' lik••h••p. • ol1aat. hit'••0 .thin· d.,. .in·t u.04 to,an' d.,. 8it.

pl.urh,. an' pn.'..oni••an· d.n d.,. di••• _.r.'. two hUlldr04 war buriN 01-

r ••dY,an· dar lot. aou .io· h.n u. l.t' '.. 04,'a. ot

a wi ',but ot oouldn't b.,an' .0 d.,. .t.,.. dar to di•• -

di you S.t po.... on tho boat'" tho r.port.r oak04.

h.ella on. p.id d. tar•• to' u•• I dOD't J'" und.rctand how

d. thlDg wuz do•• • tix.d.-
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Fran901e LUdgere Disrd,

Identitioation No. 0149-5252,

7 deral riters' Projeot,Dis.2,

A rojeot 0.4454, obile, la.

ed Mills,6~ South ater St.,

.lao stays p t ot ttme with

triends at head ot Fisher's 1-

ley ,Gaa Diatriot,Kobile, :a.

ROUSTABOUT Vi ),:J me

o •

T III ATIRY

•

~he old darkey,aooording to Unole Jared,waa asked as to what ha

thought tha reoaption ot tha retugaes would be upon thair raturn South,and

answared t at ha thought it would ba kind. They had been told that "de white

tolka" would not reoeive them wall,but he knew bettar,a8 nearly all their

white employera were good people. 'DYhow,they would be better ott than atay

ing in Kana...

It appeared t at oat ot the rat'uge.. on t e ate boat J es Bo ard

ere fro. poJ.nts near Davia' end,no tar fro. Viokabur&,and,as they ere

all returning to the aama looality,they hed the aame reoeption to look tor

ward to. ot one ot th aPpaarad to have appraheneiona,aocordiD& to Unola

Jared,and thare was not one ot thelll but seued overjo ad at an eeoaPa trOlll

tha miaarias suttered at yandotte and othar Kan.a. town•• On tha lav'. one

ot the ret aea Waa 1lli.. Warvi.,the yoUD& intelligant nalro aoooapanist

Uncle aron and h1lllaelt,aaid Unole Jared,who ware wait in st. Louie tor a

ohanoe to oontinue their journay westward. 'We raoord the remark. W1l-

li Kervh had to 8ay,althoueh, .dd Unole lared,hh r ..ark. were likely .18

oonstrue by hi. l.iaten.r.1

"We ant out there, ....1d i11i.. ervie, "with .0000a n.y and they
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lranfola I ~ra 1 d.

Identltio tion o. 0149-5252,
ledaral ritar.' oJaot,Di•• 2,

oJeot 0.4454, obil.,Ala.

re illa,68 uth ater St.,

1 0 etay. rt at tae with

tr1 bd. at hoot 1. ar'.

, a e. Di.t.,Kobile,Ala •

. 0

r3poltod t

I~nnt tl n. ha ra ul

•

rlttan by lr n ala I d re Dlar •

eo anlat. are 10 the oftlce at the ttme,he woa oa11ed up d rviewad.

arvl.,. Id Uncle ored,was modest nd quiet and told his sto e1m 1- •

Nar~13 seid e d his 0 plans, Iv.rs and ills,had aone r as

Topeka, d d been also st ico mus, bout two ~,dred lIes from .y 0 otta.

he colored co Itt e nd w Ite • 0 receive t ra eas at otta

d other pl~oe d said there wa. ork dId tor ea t.rIor,

L~ thoso of t t thad ny unds 1 tt cont1o~ed t Jo~rney to where t

pro 1. 1 da ro looat • ioo us w • ono of thosa laco., ara it

orvl. 1. 00 aDions ont,.al U 010 larod. oy found a

littla t o,no ork no pay tor any ona,.nd lY1Da a out tha town a tlat

pralri',t • va sig t ot • ich gaTe th a chill. era ar to

build oUles Ith, d,even with ho se' to Ii 1o,p.opl with no monay to

in ettl a st t ust.t r'a. orvl. wlth Rlvers d ill. ret

od to .y do t 0 fo r as tak slck nd they ot a oh Ce to re-

urn ~ut , s I n&ve e1'a y .t. d. 0 thoee,s Id ncl e ,w 0

•
torae4 or t e r ood ~"Uck ss one who h d batr ye t 811

re tryi to p rsusda t a ratu aes to 0 ok to th
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lr 018 L d ra 1 l' •

Iden1.1tl0 Han o. 0149-525".

"'1'ojaot o.~ ~

•

J'a~e1' 1 rit

., '! Ie

, oj 01., 181..2,

, .

rltte1l. by T'an~o1s J.U " re D1 •

or \11. rn i tory tollow1 1. reocnetruotlol er10d eo 11. Ie kno or

rao led t Be eGv oed 0 t e8. lha l~e r the tal'" roo 11 ln n-

ara1 conversatlon by my r ther d at er older p a 1 int o plIst;but 1t h d

bee a nt I l.nd 1.11 et Unola d i la on tho r1ve tront,
e y

l.n eX;ll 1ned be I th 1. e hopad I auld ra eut 8 atory
wo or

1 00 a .. a 11 te coul undorst ela l' y. I asaured t a,
old t at 1 auld put a t at ,1a tory into· 00 1 n e. et batore

bId y e ...a,1 a ked ••

Cno1e :1 ared.what bout y ur own t'lll'111~ r

"la.ey,l'ee a a1 Ie

"

n."
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1 •
r 001. ds're Dl.r ,,

Ident1tlo.tlon o. 014 -5 "52,

tederal rlter.' oJeot, 1.t2,

A ProJeot 4454,Kobl1e, la.

J..e. 'l'hel trlokland,Tran.1en~

who se.e hl...11 eddra•• e.

Mo.62l4 alY14ara A.a.,Datrolt~

10hl an.

m 0 Y.

r1ttan by

r n901. Lu4 ra Dlar4.

n't put th on baa uae ha to "at on one ot tha nena boat. hen

thay o..a Into port. 1. blaok telt het we••ary 41 y,an4 e ore no .ook •

• a14 ha naa4a4 • bath,e to aat d a nLght'. re.t---th • he e-

elr a tur •

I to14 t tello that, lla ae not o.er.tookad It mon.y

4 ha4 on17 a 11ttle a e on ma to .pare,he would .urely ••e.o thl

to eat 4 a plaoe to • aap,lt I ha4 to borro the .ona7 to pay tor It. a

.814 ha wa••uttar1ng wlth our.atura ot tha .pina,an4 I notloed hi. latt

.hou14ar we. 1 ar then tha r ht ona,an4 ha a4 ••11ght 4 In hl. ,'k,

o.u.a4 ha .a14 trom an aooldant hlla hoppl a fralght train.

hla a a. a. T al trloklan4,and he •• born at

eroll ,on oh 2l.t,13l7. • tathar •• a bl ok lth

to r.ar hi. t 117 in Chriatlan-llke way,ha bo

a~a. i a •• tourtaan ya.r. 014 w an 1. t t ar

t ar thro h worry ot kaap tha ar -

hi••at J. hi. old.r brot ar an t a ot -

to14

1 hUd4, orth

b7 tra4a,but wlahl

near thtla14.

41ad, aoo .ttar 1.

t lly to at ar .1ao lad.
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Ie ran oi. d 4ra Di d,

Identitioation 50. 014 -5252.
e ar 1 riter.' "roJeot, i.. 2.

oJeot o. 4454. obile. a.

a. hel trioklend. ran.lent.

W 0 aTa hl. mall addre.... o.
6214 alTidera 1'•••uetrolt, 10 •

Y.

rltten by

7r poi. Luda're Dlard.

whioh ha ••id h. neT.r o.red to 0 thro h .aain. • next w.nt to.. on the

.t....hip Malton d 1.0 on the .t....blp and 1.. • 8.id t at whll. h•

•• in a.hln ton.J. • he ~orked tor ••teel end e. ent oompeny.

On. t1aa In 1. rOTi around,8tt.r hls t.t r nd other led,he a •

a prot••elon 1 e.eball pI y.r tor .lp,in Cr.en.borou ,.~., 0 W•• l' rl

kind. 1. a. Just betor•• went to nno e.Ve.,h••aid.

er

tre·~.... t tr in. it t WBe r lny

to .t in a box oar. nd It

ob1le • g.ner 11y help.d riTa

h.t dld • 40 hll. 1'141

• 1d h. .n.relly

bow to rW1 an • t

111edI a

an4 .loppy w••ther.

a rod. by 1,knolwl~

tor hi. p... e.

I alao eked 111 bout hb due tion. .el e nt to t e to rth

r.d. in t • publio aohool. ot hi. nati,.. it 1e d•• ~.,and .nded up .t

.oa 11•• ~o 001. .ked 111 to r.lete e ot 1••~perienoea hila rOTi

around t • eOW1try. e aei4 • ono. .lp.d n old lady out by pre" ntl

b. rW1 o".r by tbe tr ttie ot on. ot t • to n.. 4 1 din. n • e

• Id t t aoa.tt.a. h11. a.kl.1'. h1ll ten dollar. In r titude. it on

tr.i bt tr in. 0".1' t • oount .h. et

i.b.d e tlamen,el.o artl.t ••wr1t.r~

n 0 he ono. b.en millionaire••pol··

rtooni.t.,.otor••d De r. nd .oulptors.
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Idllntltl0 tl D o. C14 -525~ •
•dllr 1 1'1.1" roJ ot,

J«Illfl.

OJllot 0.4454. bt

1 trio 1

,

o v. 1...11 •••

o. 14 .lvlder. v•• ,

y U

rltt.D by

I' n 010 II r. 11'4.

•

10 1 •

the • turned ut tp b. .x-conv!ot., 10 • nd oth.r to h ° I' 10.1'•••

• 14, 11. 4 ."en r • tret h lor In. wlth WCIIIAI Itln.r n IS 1'•••• II.

•• • •• lin, •• 1 ,oou14 hop trel 10 loll • • n, 4 y ot

til or 111'.... • 1'••••• 010 • • e 0111 II .1'. ° b.r. ••
14t t alt 0 h w • J • a 1'0".1' wlth a thou. n4 • • rlen •• 4

......n.nt 10b••1l unlua

1 • b1 10

loll ot 1. •

In tln41

ietlan to ar II t 1. ar.

.nt, • D.Yllr tor 0 hl••ariT t.a

alD. ~Ok. b. ut.ltully ot

•

• 14 t t tour y. • o In 1904, 11. 1 .trolt, 10 ,
.t II 1--1 ,tl'Olll w t 14. t• • 1'0 0 a

I1t.-- I' to • truokll tor a 0 rolY 1 ro 4 • 0 .... 1m II Jo

on. et t olt. t'Ut. out e II r .taur t 4 ort

at. 10 le4T •• 1111 014, .. k1Jl4 t 1 • • 1• , . 00

out • y 1a r 'I • 01 o ° ura .a1t • 10 1 • h. a•

a .1' ot' the 1 • 11. 1'.11 10 • ,,1 •• on".rt. 11'1 a Ill' ot'

thet bell ,110 1a h11. .01 k lD.1I II It 4.ura •
tor bl. r.ooy.ry. ttllr a a eked 11 It' e ted er to ray t r 1a n

OUIIIIUt 4j t'r t at 'I. e 1 ,w IIIIU C n".r e to 1. • 11 ..
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lr n 01. 1u ire Dlar4.

Ident1rl0 tlono. 0149-52~'.

lederal rltere' roJaot, tst.2

A roJeot 0.4454. obl1a. 1 •

J.... hal trloll:lnnd, r

a aTa hl. 11 dua.a a

6214 BalT14ara Ta. trolt,

T.

bali.t.

rlttan by

r 901. LU4g'ra Dl 4.

• a14 ha h d neTer.t a

alt 0 h!la h.d et her tn 19}4·

t the home at thl. lady untl1 la.t ye r •

aln .ald .be traated h~ 1111:. a eon. e

klnd to hia, d rr1ad about hlla a reat ~aal. Be ehowed a enerel l.ettara

ha .d raoalTad troa ar .1noe tha .'mmar oarnlT.l eho u.lna.e hed te

ad to 0 luto r ••t tor tha wlntar ntha. The.a latter. had baen to erded to

bila fro othar to • ha a4 .toppe OTar In on hl•••y ~outh. Ona

ha naarly eTa prlnolpal trom atroit to obl1a written on t

.a14 thi. CarulT 1 .ho 1 dy to.ter ~thar ot hi. Ju.t etora a ert

troit d cont.-plated • trlp tor the .lutar month. to llor14.; eTer.ha

C.Ta.a ar ddra•• In Datroit •• tha pl oa • ara na rly .11 hl. 11 ••

to tor the l .t tour ya r. whan a ould ba ott on t a road .lu.tollo

tha olo.a ot tao nlT 1 how.a .on••

• t.tad ha h 4 baan thro h Kobila batora.an4 .topped OTar 1 st

yaar to t d at. job on a bo.t,.nd that .a. hl. r. eon tor .topp In

KGblla this tima,whan I .t him on Daupbln nd oyal raat.. • ld t

t h ha naT.r ora un4erolotha. wlntar or. r, a 41d not t ••l

r.at ••l,t t the e t er .10 the Gult Co .t ertima lu om-
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Fran 01. Lu 'r. 1ard.

Id.nt1t10at10n o. 0149-525?

P d.ral r1t.re' roJ.ot ••• 2

A roJ.ot o. 44)4 ,Kob1l. , 1

1 •• Ilel tr10kl d, -
U.nt, ho aTe h18 ma11 d-

o
dr 0.621• • .lT1der•

...tro1t, 10 1 an.
,

o L HI

r1tteIL y

r 01. ludl'r. lard.

p 1.on .1th .tro1t.wh.r. the atrons w1nda ott ot t • Or.at Lak.a waa • 1110

101. too a'T.r. tor hla in the h••rt ot w1nt.r•

en I lIlet h1a 1 told h1lll I • Juat 01 tor oopy ot Th. -
b1l. • 1at.r,tb. t1rat or ..11 .d1t10n oom•• out

11:15 o'olook 10 a1 ht,and 1t • ould ooomp ny

en.r lly .bout 11:00 or

I would ° up to the b.k-

• ry .nd .10.0. br••d.oott•• roll. doh•••• , •• I d oth.r tood.. .11 •

••11 • .0lIl. a nned lood. .10 JI'I room 1n Clar ohool,a my .l.otrio p.roQl -

tor ••••11 re dy oott••• .r. h. oould it ° d rah .elt

by 10 • r htor 10.11 • ot 1a • .ri.llo•••

1ut n ly .00 phd DT1t t10n, d •• both ••nded our &1

north on ono.ptlon tr••t to 1 It ohool. t.r .nt.r JI'I ro in the

.chaol butlAi ,1 t1x. h1a • n1o. JIIa 1 lt t ootf••• , . .,.•• d11at.d wlth

sr.t1tucle, end 1 00 14 .a. te. dOli11 hie oh••k., or h. a 14 110 waa t

tirat h. ad .at.n in . .. 01. d.y nd n1 t • 10 tirat,ho .T.r,h. u. to

let hla t.ka a b.th,it o.dbl•••• 10 10 next to .le.p .. 10., aa at • de-

dr.d mo.t. 10 1.r ohool 10 • onl,. conTenl no. ot 18 b,. 10 c 1 •
rubb.r .prll1 to on. ot the t a.tt. 0 t we. atanh in 10 abo,.. '
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Fr nyoi. Lu.~ir. Dl rd.

Identlrloatlon 0. 0149-5252,

'e era! ritera' ro'.ot.uiat.2.
ro'eot o. 454, bile, lao

Jamaa Th.l triokland, r
• 0 .Ta hi. all addra•• a.
6214 BalTid.ra Ta •• atroit.

rUt.en b1

an oi. Ludsira Dlard.

laboratory or a.h roo, d the rloor be or olid 0 ent,the atar rune

ott .aeil into the drain. I 8aTa hta 01. eooke and a 01. ahirt,and al.o

ott.rad hta. • tr.ah unde aar,but e refuaad the latt.r.eaytDa ae let••
•

• d betor. t at he n.T.r wore und. • r.

It • durl ble a1 thet he told • the sreater part ot t • aboTe

.tory. I notloed en h. tlret .nt.r.d ay roo hle .y.e tell on y many tlne

.nd r • book. nd pap.r.,.ot. 1.... he c red tor aome ot t tta.r th1~ •

ta lit.,.bo ed ta. • ot ay own p.intin &.pen and ink d p.noil 4r wi~ e,

al.o at•• pieo•• ot ~ in both ol.y d pla,t.r. t.n di.olo••d

that It , lw.ye b••n hi, Itioll to • ood library • ,. pl o.

• .r. • oould r. d .tt.r ooal trom ork d writ••bout hi,

parieno.a. hl•• to _ t • yo ha lot or ood ta hlll. d it on-

11 1Yan. oe ou d • d.y a a. ood • .1.0 di.ol0.. th t he

had raad a ra t da.l,a .oi 111 aas z1n•• , t at pUb11'hed trua .torl., "

.11 a. plotur•• ot tr T.l .Dd eT.nte ot the da1,y.t • Id h. al.o 0 ad

tor rioue r.ad nd t • 01a.,10.. al.o • Id he liked 800d po.t it

W?ittan aoOordill8 to Ter.itioatlon. ot.d ,oar 11de an harl.. .rTl.

a. oet. 0 ~ta 800d poetry. eald t t w ell h. ould • 1t1 1. w Y

by 87.h. would look P at the tr•••••nd .ay It 10yo. lla.r:
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and a 11brary 1r b. kept ro..ins around the oount • I 81.0 told b b. bad

• sr.at d••l or 800d in bia• r.R11edl "Tbat'. Ju.t 1t,1r I oould .t

• t ••dy emploJaent 1 would .ur.ly baTe th..,ror 1t 1. notb1 to tb1a road

bu.1n•••• I don't be11.T. myeelt I ea • bed tellow,and 1r I were only g1Ten

a obanoe I would .urely bold down tb. Job.-

eaid tb... ord. in a Toio.,ye.,••ad Toloe that only hard.h1p.
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early to t e Po.t Otrioe.I ain et bia at the Gene 1 Oe11Tery window ••k

1 ror ail tr the old 0 nlTal kitohen lady in Oetrolt.who h.d e.n ood

d kind to hia 11k. a other. • id ba had bad. nloe nigbt'. re.t,and

••• t no hi••ay to th. banan .b.rt.a. tb. boat las ruDn 1Jla to an-

.e. exp.oted in,ae ••11 a. tb. tbr.e-lIl8.t.d .obooner ub.n. troa a ••au

in the B a.l nd.. took at and nd

t • b ot lune I bad rlx.d bia,t e batb

b ttan Hotel.
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d olotb•• ,and tb. b.d at tb.
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•



•

•

•
eek an41J1g .IlIlU ry 27th ,19"·

-242 J'OlJtIDU.

-3-

'::o11aotad by

r 90is

I4entit'io

4 Ire Diud,

tion Bo. 14 -5252,
J'e4erel riter.' oJeot,Di•• 2,

oJect 0. ~454, Ua, .1 •

VIII.

I've ot a in,
lt ve ot le,

~d It 1 be d rned it' I a

1IIUa:

•

n.

I've lot a b.e.
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MEMORY OF A LAST SONG.

Fran90is ludg4re Diard,

Identitioation No. 0149-5252,
Federal Writers' Projeot,Ds.2,

WPA Projeot 4454,Kobile,Ala.

Written by

Fran90is ludgllre Diard.

In The Mobile Rsgister ot

ted Press despatoh,whioh told the

anuary l6.l883,there appeared an Assooia

paintul news ot the supposed loss ot an

English ship, the Pride ot the Ooean,oollllllanded by Captain Harry A. BaroltlllY.

ot Mobile. This ship oleared trom Hamburg on January 6th,and on the 14th ot

the s8llle month timbers trom her wreok were tound on the shore near Harwich

(pres,mebly the seaPort ot ssex,England).whioh were supposed to be pieoes
ot the Pride ot the Ooean.

The sad story ot the death ot the ill-tated Harry A. Barckla~.S he

wae best known by his relatives and triends in Mobile and elsewhere,rather

than with his title and sOUbriquet ot "Captain," passed down the years like

a legend,and his beautitul songs and poems are also just a memory nowiand ot

all that osme trom his tertile brain and pen, there is but one song remember

ed,which is imbued with the very lite and soul ot the meA himselt. The sweet

voioes ot the youn8 ladies ot Mobile ot the years preoeding the gay '90's

onoe sang this beautitul song,and one ot them,Kiss Laura de Vaux,who was

said to be the most beautitul young lady ot the latter l880's,and who now

is resting peaoefully in her grave in the Old Church Street Cemetery onoe
ed

~d an autograPli copy ot one ot his beautitul poems. .

Harry A, Baro~ilihlle in Hamburg visited Kad8llle • Gowa,a triend ot

his,who was quite tamous in Germany as a oomposer ot musio. He was a gentl 

man ot marked poetioal talent,and he and his hostess agreed to produoe a

song,she to compose the musio,and he the words, Just betore their production

was sent to the pUblisher,Captain Barckla~reoeived a photograph ot his nieoe



"
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Franyo1e LUdg!\re DilU'd,

Identirication No. 0149-5252,

Federal iters' ProJect,Ds.2,

WP Project No.4454,Mobile,Ala.

Ja:I4ORY OF A LAST SONG.

itten by

Francois Iudg!\re DilU'd.,

Kiss Cora TownsleY,who was one or Mobile's handsome daughters. Kadame Gowa

was SO much taken with the photograph that she asked and obtained the con

sent or Captain Bar~Klay to dedicate their song to his niece.

During March,1883, iss Townsley received several copies or ths song.

It is entitled "Oh,Beautirul Dream or y Youth." Each sheet ot music belU's

the photograph or Kiss Townsley. It is doubtrul that a single printed copy

or this beautirul Song,words and music,which has now passed down the years

as a beautirul memory or the past,unless the remaining Townsley ramily de

scendants have preserved same~ he tollowing are the words or the song,whic

shOWS the pronounced talent or the ill-rated Captain BlU'cklay as a poet:

rose which her bosom adorned,

A. lock rrom her bright sUDDy head,

letter,disclored,and torn,

(And the dear d~e that wrote it is dead,)

e all that is lett to me now,

Ot a beautirul dream or the past,

en gave you,my beautirul amie,

My heart's tirst devotion and last.

Through the years that gO vanishing by,

Thirty have vanished since then,

ith a realty that never can die

Till time and eternity blend;

•
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Collected with added notes by

l''ran9015 ludgire Diard,

Ident1ticat1on No. 0149-5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Dis. 2,

WPA Project No. 4454,Mobile,Ala.

A POLITICAL FOLKLORE SONG OF MONROE COUNTY ,ALa..

Mr. Cooper of Monroe County.

•

Mr. Cooper's a polite DaJI,

He'll make a pretty good staJId

In the Leg15lature1

Note: The following note in regards Mr. A.B.Cooper's campaign for the

Alabsma Legislature 15 taken from The )lobUe Da1ly Advertiser of ednesday,

July 9th,1845:

~NROR COUNTY.--We are grateful to learn that A.B.Cooper,Rsq.,of

Claiborne,has consented to becOlllll a candidate for the Leg15lature 1n Mon

roe. A better selection could not have been made. Mr. C. is a true Whig,

and as the County gives about 200 Whig majority,we presume there will be

no opposition."
The late Judge Graham of Jackson,Clarke County, la.,stated that

the Ron. A. B. Cooper of Claiborne was one of the best men Monroe County

had ever sent to the Alabama Legislature. Hence the above folklore song
•

which was sung allover Monroe County duriDg his campaign,and which has

descended to the present day as one of the political folklore songs

bema.
Bibliography: Political notice in The Mob1le Da1ly Advertiser of

Wednesday,July 9th,1845.
Coaversations with the late Judge Graham,of Jackson,

Ala. I who ~reserved this folklore song.














