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"EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES JOB ALL~ ••.

•
Correlated to, and in a way surplanting the anoient Rabbinio myths

and legends, are the personal experienoe-stories of the Jewish immigrants

who fleeing from intolerable oonditions abroad, have suooessfully es

tablished themselves in some phase of ~erioa's oommeroial, professional,

or politioal life.

Riohly oolored with the elsments of oonfliot ••• metamorphis ••• and

the eventual triumph whioh outstanding dramatists define as the essenoe

of good theatre, these aohievement reoords, replete with stirring events

of our own times, stimulats the hopes and ambitions of the younger Jews

more direotly than the far-away happenings that supposedly oooured oen-

turies ago. nd since the learning of one generation may beoome the

folklore. of the next, any analysis in this field should inolude a de

tailed study of the early hardshipS and means of aooomplishment by whioh

individual Jews have attained eoonomio and raoial seourity.

It is the opinion of Rabbi Benjamin G. Eisenburg of gudath Israel

(Orthodox! Synagogue in Uontgomery, that the personal experienoe

narratives of Jewish immigrants are not merely entertaining doouments,

but that suoh delineations when sympathstioally rendered, tend to oreate

and preserve a oontinuity that will span the osoillating oyoles of pro

gress whioh charaoterize Semetio advanoement.

Through the personal adventures of his own parents, the Rabbi, whose

extreme youth presents a striking oontrast to his venerable title, is

able to reconstruot ~nd re-animate the soene of his birth in the somber

·See Folklore, Enoyolopaedia Britannioa, l~th, dition
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surroundings of Czardat Russia; a savage bleak land of unparalleled per

secutions from whence he and his parents and a younger eister migrated in

the memorable year of 1918.

t that time, Russia's seperate peace trsaty between the German Govern

ment and the Bolsheviks had been in existance only a fsw months. Nioholas

the 11 having been imprisoned by the new regime, was murdered in July of

1918 at *Xkerterenburg. Lenin, the blood maddened spirit of the Revolution

held Russia in his inexorable grasp, and Jew and Gentile, Tartar and Slav,

suffered alike in the fantastic deluge of horror that came with ths down

fall of the Imperial Government.

At Sleuthe in the province of insk, Benjamin's fathsr, a Rabbi of the

Orthodox Jewish faith, was arrested by the Bolsheviks and held in prison

for an entire night while the family, unaware of his incarcsration, awaited

his re turn with indescribable anxiety. On the following morning, 'the Ra1JJbi

however was released from the Soviet prison to which he had been oommitted

for unavoidably breaking a ourfew ordinanoe forbidding any oitizen to walk

abroad after seven oolook in the evening.

s the Soviet rule was extremely hostile to all religions, a party of

Bolsheviks entered the Synagogue at Sleuthe one day, and after threatening

the Rabbi with violenoe, tore the saored silver letters from the Temple

Veil.

Afterward, other depravations in the provinoe ensued. So the Rabbi ,

having heard of the freedom and seourity whioh every olass and nationality

experienoed as a matter of oourse in Amerioa, deoided to bring his family

to the United States.

Obtaining permission to cross the frontier proved very diffioult. But

at last the little party began the Journey. On going from Russia into
,
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Poland they were foroed to endure a tedious delay of four months, until

their passports oould be approved. Finally the viae arrived, and they

traveled from Poland into Germany, and from thenoe into Belgium. and on

to Cherbourg ~ranoe. Sailing from the latter port, they were met on their

arrival in New York by representatives of the Hiask(Hebrew Immigrant Aid

Sooiety) and esoorted to a Home maintained by the Sooiety, Where transient

immigrants were hospitably reoeived and entertained until it was agreeable

for them to resume their journey.

In this instanoe, the isenburgs being Wholly orthodox, were forbidden

to travel, or to engage in any business or pleasure outside of their

religioue duties on the Sabbath. So having reaohed New York on Thursday, it

was apparent that the familY,in order to keep the Sabbatioal observanoe ,

must remain with the Hiask until the following Monday.

Fortunately the strangers were so pleasantly lodged, and so oourteously

weloomed that the days passed very happily in an atmosphere where every

oonoeivable attention had been provided. There was a library in the House,

and a small auditorium where leotures and plays were ,sometimes presented.

he institution even had its own Synagogue, looated on the top floor, so t

that the guests would not be obliged to venture out into an unknown oity

to attend divine services. 1n fact there was no omission, or laok of any

feature that might serve the happiness and well being of the immigrants

who were beginning a new life in the New orld.

On Yonday, when the Eisenburg~ were leaving the Hiask for their

destination in st, Panl Uinnisota, they were presented with a farewell

gift of ten dollars, and the oordial good wishes of the Society's offioials.

~us fortified theY~8~e ready to oomplete the journey they had begun so

many months before.
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In St. Paul, they were met by Mre Eisenburg's brother, George ~liokman,

who had sent them the money with whioh to make the trip. It was for this

uncle that Rabbi ~eorge G. Eisenburg of gudath israsl Synagogue in

ontgomery was named. From her brother too, Mrs Eisenburg and her husband

had received their first glowing aocounts of America's way of life. And

now that they were all aotually together, Mr. Glickman at once showing them

the little oddities, and oountless phenomena that foreigners in the United

States find so engrossing.

Aocordingly the next few weeks in st. Paul Were spent riding on street-

cars, attending movies and #Irecreation centers, and consuming a prodigious
•

quanity of hot-dogs and ice-cream cones. Little Benjamin was particularly

fascinated by the torrents of water that could be induced to flow so easily

from the bathroom faucets, ana by the electric lights which he was able to

flash 9ff and on at will. America waS indeed a great country. And pocle

George, who had been the.means of bringing his people to this marvelous

place, was a great and good man.

When the Eisenburg family left St. Paul to make their home in Chioago,

the idea of America's beneficence aocompnied them.

In Russia, the army, the navy, the di lomatio service, the universities,

and consequently the rofessions, were forbidden to the Jew. Only the trades

Were open to them, and even those who grew rich were forced to live - if

allowed to live at all - in reetricted pales of settlement. In theatres

they sat apart ••• many restaurants would not serve Jews •••• And there

was always the dread of a pogram:

But America was different: In the United States Jews were people •••

some of them good ••• some of them bad. But none were pilloried because

they were Jews.

4 •



Sooial-Ethnic Study
Folklore Series 11

•

•

•

By Adelaide Rogers
511 South Hull St.
J.:on tome ry Alabama

• In this haven of security they could attend universities ••• they could

be lawyers ••• doctors ••• soldiers ••• professors •••• They oould live

where anyone else lived ••• do what anyone else did: They could. love

America too, with a devotion that transoended the jingoism of many so oall

ed patriots, who having known no other country, had no vantage ground of

comparison from which they viewed this land of liberty •• fellowship •••

and "equal opportunities for all."

And if at the beginning of their induction into American oitizenship,

Chicago appeared to her alien children as a etultifying, unaocountable, yet

withal wonderful city in which to terminate their wande~ings, the Eisenburgs

were not long in adapting themselves to the novel circumstances of their

environment.

One of the many Orthodox Synagogues in Chicago engaged the services of

the Rabbi. His wife discovered friends with whom she could discuss the

household problems and exohange reminiscenceS. ile Benjamin and his

,

sister SylVia were soon absorbed in the various aotivities of the American

schools.

In addition to his classes in the public schools of Chicago, Benjamin

studied in a Hebrew school at night. Later when he deoided that he too 

like his father - would beoome a Rabbi, he graduated from a Hebrew Theo

logical Seminary, and is now at the gudath Israel Synagogue in Montgomery.

A profound student, and a gentleman of perceptable polish and savoir

faire, Rabbi Eisenburg has become, during his oomparativOly short stay in

I#i### ontgomery, a potent spiritual and intelleotual force.

Interested in all worth-while movements , he has ~een of iDoal~ulable

assistanoe in the sooial-ethnio stUdy of Lontgomery's foreign born Je
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and his graciously aocorded interviews have olarified many of ~he sub

jects listed in the ethnic survey's Manuel,

With seventy percent of his congregation bord in Poland. Lithuania.

Russia. Galicia, or Rumania. the Rabbi is necessarily well informed in

regard to European backgrounds; ways of living; causes of immigration;

social life; customs and folklore.

Founded in 1902, when the Orthodox Jews in wontgomery numbered only ten.

the congregation of Agudath Israel Synagogue now has more than one hun

dred members who support numerous philinthropical and social organizations.

including a cultural and social club called "Philo", that is limited to

young men between the ages of twenty two and thirty; a junior Zionist organ~

ization known as "Masada," for those from eighteen to twenty one; and a

young Judea for the groups between sixteen and eighteen.

The women in the congregation take an active part in the Ladies Hebrew

Society; a Church uxillary; the Hadassa(for older women): and a Business

and Professional Club for the younger set.

There is no falling away from attendance of the Synagogue services by

the younger generation. There is howsvsr a deoided loss of intsrest in

ritual and dogma, a result attributsd directly to the Jewish inability(for

economic reasons) to keep the old llosiac laws governing the Sabbath.

No foreign language prsss is published in Jontgomery. But a numbsr of

the Rabbi's oongregation read and subscribe to the orning Journal(Yiddish)

from New York. In Yiddish also, are the songs similar to the petite

chansone of the rench. that oonstitute the main body of Jewish folk musio.

Hebric folklore ie drawn chiefly from the great Rabbis; from Talmudio

and 'edieval stores; and the Chasidic Rabbis.
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There were 1l8n7 verlee, and then another song:

Lord, I want to be rla4',

TIl, I want to be rea4',

I want to be r~ to luffer

JUlt ae rq Sanor did-

AI they leng, their faces were expraslionlell, unlell led

neSl, blank blhind hollow eyel, il an expression. They lIfted their

eyes from the floor only when they looked at their teacher; for she

was one of thlllr own kind. Alrea4' they had learned that the average

white comes to them only to pity and Itare in open-mouthed wonder.

Alrea4', many of them had heard the thruet. "DIrty Oajanl"

The Tomblgbee RiTer, vi th its high, whIte cliffs

glistlning In the sunlIght, flowl majestically acroel the pine

wrapped lowlandl of Waehington Oounty, in Alabama'l louthveltern

corner. llranching from ito bankl to the west 11 wild country. in

which the fleeting glimpee of a racing deer 11 not uncOJllllon, Thll

country 11 blanketed by ICrub pine and lparee oak. The land 11

poor and pierced by gulllel, a desolate stretch of forelt and white

land. lIow and then a dill logging roed, that 11 more trail than

roed, il encountered with dilarmlng euddennell. And Iquatting out

in the pine WOodl at the ddel of theae traile, often leveral miles

apart, are the dilapidated Sbantlel that house the people known

as Oajana.

The name il not applied correctly. They are not related to

the Oajane of Loulliana. The Louldana Oajan Can trace hi, anceltry
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There were IIan7 verael, and then another BOng:

Lord, I Wllnt to be reedy.

Yes, I Wllnt to be reedy,

I Wllnt to be reedy to sutfer

Just 8B rt:F Savior did-

As they sang, their faces were expressionless, unless sad

ness. blank behind hollow eyes, is an expression. They lifted their e7es

from the floor only when they lOOked at their teacher; for she was one

of their own kind. Alreedy they had learned thet the average whi te comes

to them only to pity lind stare in open-mouthed wonder. Alrsedy, many of

them had heard the thrust, "Dirty Cajllnl"

The Tombigbee River, wi th its high, white cliffs glistening

in the sunlight, flows majestically across the pine-wrapped lowlllnds of

Washington County, in Alabama'e southwestern corner. llrllnching from ite

banks to the wlist is wild country, in which the fleeting glimpse of a

racing deer is not uncommon. Thi. country is blanketed by .crub pine and

sparse oak. The land il poor and pierced by gullies, a desolate Itretch

of forest and white sand. Now lind then a dim logging road. often more

trail than road, is encountered with disarming suddennels. And lquatting

out in the pine woodl at the sides of these trails, often several miles

apart, are the dilapidated shanties that house the people known to Al ....

bamians as Cajans.

The name is not applied correctly. The7 are not related to

the Cajllns of Louisiana. The Louisiana Cajan can trace hil ancestry

through a proud Itrain, but this is not true of the Alabama people. And
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respect the marriage vow. They believe that violation would bring some

dre&d!ul ceJ.em1 ty.

llut even in marriage (more of which is being urged among

the Cajens) there cen be deplorable conditions. The visitors paussd

at one hut. squatting far off to itself in the Happy Hill Community.

On tha slenting back porch vne two women. a baby playing in fil tho end

a girl who could not haTe been .ore than eleven or twelve years old.

Nodding toward the latter. one of the visitors askedl 'Why isn't the

little girl in school"

lor a moment ths two grown women looked at the questioner

coldly. then they exchenged glences end giggled. ·That-....girl.· they

said finally in high gles. "ia a mlU"ried 'omen.· Ths child only stared

with hollow syes. drawing her bare feet under the foldl of a bright

reddren.

Until Ihe Ihows her teeth. the average CaJen women is pretty

in en exotic way. Her featurel are finely chileled, and her limbl well

rounded. Some of the women waar red or yellow scarvel wound tightly

about their hair. end the great majority make a glittering display of

cheap jewelry. llut the Cajen women ia hendicspped by teeth thet are

stained end often broken. a condition thet leems characteristic of the

people as a whole.

The men are rarely bandsome, and mOlt of them neTer smile.

With facel bearded and toughened al leather, they teJ.k in a monotone

that leeml never to chenge. Only their eyel betray their feelingl. And

when they do not like a peroon. the eyea cen be icily cold.

The learn of the wite men has c&USed the Cajeno, numbering

oome 12,000. to vi thdraw into their Ihell of halation. It il oomething
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one of these, while the entire family sleepe in the other; and socetimee

tblBe f emilies ""0/ consia t of ten persone. At one ple.ce there was cnly

one rocm used for eleeping, covered by a lesky rocf. The stove was on

a rudely built porch outside, open to the weather.

The Cajan's furniture coneists of odd. and ends. Most of

the beds and chairs are hocenade, and the averBE:e Cajan" crafbmanship

is crude. There ""0/ be a picture or so portraying some !iblical scene,

al though the averBE:e Cajan 18 not a religious person. A broken piece of

mirror aay adorn the wall, although one grizzled Cajan confided. "I

ain 't .....cen myeelf in years an' years." And he wae a fortunate man, in

deed.

Flios .warm unnoticed. None of the huts have screens, only

pine boards nailed to hinges. Sometime. there are no doors at all, with

the hut built high up from the ground to keep out "prowlin
'

varmints.'

':be Cajan haa a childlike attitude about all of living that

has been tha despair of many desiring to help him. There are times when

he appears absolutely powerless to take any sort of initiative, although

he is not usually a lazy person. At a filth-leden hovel near Chatoc

tha visitors found a mother and fiTe children, one of whem was a baby

cuddling at tha breaat. They were seated about a fireplace in which not

an ember burned. All were barefoot and scantily clad. All were shaking

with the cold. The mother whined. "We're a-jes' sittin' here freezing."

They were huddled there beside en empty fireplace "freezing"

in a country where rich pine knots are to be had at one's very door!

Amezed, one of the viii tors aaked. "Where is your husband?,' and the

woman said. 'He's out ....back gottin' ready for a 'possum hunt.' The
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to pl~ wi th more .eel end reel happinese than whi te children.

'We are trying to teach them hapw songe, but they are slow

to take these up. They much prefer singing De...!!' Dark Sea end such

morbid tunes. We want them to learn happinese instead of sorrow."

llut back over the nat, pin.....wrapped roads to the school

at llsppy Hill Communi ty, the visitors found easily how diff1cultit

will be to blot out sorrow. There, Mrs. Isaac Johnson, the teacher,

told of two absances caused by hunger. Other children could not attend

school for the reason that they did not have sufficient clothing.

The Cajsn schools are fairly comfortable considering that

the State must maintain .. tri-raciel system (white, Negro and Cajan).

They are unpainted, boxlike structures wi th desks of many types and

ehes. but they have heat and window panes. For the Cajon child who must

trudge long distances to study in them, they must seem like castles

•when compared to home

ff1cul ty is keeping competent teachers.

The Cajan parents will not tolerate Negro teachars, and meny influen

tiel persons of Washington County object to white instructors going into

the Cajan settlements. This objection has been caused by severel in

stances of intercarriage, none of which ever ended in divorce.

Those who are interested in the welfare of these people b .....

lieve that the solution to the Ichool problem lies in worthwhile Cajan

teachers. llut, they ask, how will Cajan teachers be obtained when Cajans

are denied admittance to State colleges' None are weelthy enough to

attend northern end eastern schoole.

A scattered few have managed to finish college in Alabama, but

they have done eo by conceeling the fact that they were CaJans: they
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were among the fortunat.. who have fair skins. But in other instances

a Cajan s triving f or education has been asked to leave Alabama colleges.

The need for Ca,jan teachers appears mos t in relations be

tween instructors and parents. Out of seven Ca,jan women interviewed by

tha writer of this article, only one knew the meaning of the initials,

P.T.A..

1Ih11B such slow (but certain) progress 18 being made in

the schools, the churches are experiencing the most discouraging diffi

cw. ties. The adult Cajan 18 not one to congregate, except with his own

established associates. He also likes his SundaY leisure, and he does

not sacrifice it easily for church. This is true especially where the

preacher refers to subjects such as drinking, rowdying. end the living

of men and woman together out of wedlock. The churches have made

valiant efforts, but even todaY there are edw. t Cajans who never heard

of Jesus.

Yet, despi te his irreligion. the average Cajan hes a high

sense of honor. He will walk miles to jail if an officer whom he likes

sends him word to come in. Recently one Cajan stabbed another seriously.

and was himself considerably cut up. As he lay at home in bed, he re

ceived word that a certain I~bile County officer wanted him. And with

out question or complaint, he arose. dressed himself, and walked seven

painful miles into Citronelle.

Once he has learned to trust a person there can be no friend

!!lore loyal; but his trust cO!!les slowly. Inherently suspicious, and by

belli t a solitary figure, he considers every !!IN! h18 eneq until ex

tended time proves friendship.

The iml!lense distrust evidenced toward every stranger was
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~
than otherB. UBually, there ~ but two roollS, The cooking 10 done in

one of these, while the entire family sleepB in the other; and Beme-

timeB'a theBe families me;r conBist of tan perBons, At one place there
room

was only one/~ used for Bleeping, covered by a leak;r roof. The

Btove was on a rudely built porch outBide, open to the weather,

;;hrni ture ~ ~ono1Bte of oddB and ends. MOBt-of the beds and chairs are homemade, and the erage Oajanls crafte-

manBhip 10 crude. There me;r be a picture or so portre;ring BO"'e llib11-

cal Bcene, although the Oajan iB not a religious person. A broken piece

of mirror "'87 adorn the wall, although one grizzled Oajan confided:

'I ain't a-Been I:l7Belf in years anI yearB,' And he was a'" fortunate

man, indeed.

niBB swarm unnoticed. WODe of the huts have Iceeens.

only pine boards nailed to hinaee. So",etimeB ta.re are no doorB at all ,

with the hut built high up from the ground to keep out 'prow11n I var-

mints. I
.)

ena188

eye.' and dip,{heria, Pell~gra runs ram

affected. Gazing at her cracked hend.,

Outside of the veneral diBeases~ the Cajanls greateBt
Ci/ "IV (;/

are pell~ra. hookworm. "lore

pant, wi th mos t of the adults•

One WOman said in wonder: 'Strange, I ain't been frostbit.' ~

The contributing CBUSe to this great wave of pelygra 11es

in the fact thet the Cajan refuaea to eat an;rthing except meat, When

he Can go into the wood. and get g&rle, or when he can cepture one of the

wild hogs tjaat' roam the countr;r.ide, he will not attempt to rai.. a

garden. If seed are provided he will plant a plot of ground, but he in

variably will allow it to run up in woods. Ile baa not learned to 11ke
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