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and in a way surplanting the gancient Rabbinic myths
arsonal experience-stories ol the wish immigrants
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tablished
or political life.

Richly colored with the alements of confliet ... metamorphis ... and

the eventual triumph which outstanding drematists define as the essence

of good theatre, tThese schievement records, replete with stirring evenis

of ou wn times, stimulate the hopes and ambitions of the younger Jews

more directly than the far-away happenings that supposedly occured cen-

turies sgo. And since the learning of one generation may become the

folklore* of the next, any analysis in this field should include a de=-
of the early hardships and means oI accomplishment by which

Jews have attained sconomic acial security.

racial cu
opinion of Rabbi Benjamin

(Qrthodox)

narraetives

but that such delinestions when sympathetically rendered,
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tend to create

and preserve & comtinuity that will span the oscillating cycles of pro-

oress which charascterize Semetic advancement,

Through the personal adventures oi his own parents, the Rabbli, whose

extreme youth presents a striking contra ; to his venerable title, 1s

able to recomstruct 'and re-gnimate the his birth in the somber

* = - - i = . ¢ A .
See Folklore, Encyclopaedis BSrifannica, liath, =dition
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surroundings of Czarist Russia; & savege bleak land of unparalleled per-
secutions from whence he and his parents and & younger sister migrated inm
the memorable year of 1918.

At that time, Russia's seperate peace treaty between the German Govern-
ment and the Bolsheviks had been in existance only & few months. Nicholas
the 11 heving been imprisoned by the new regime, was murdered in July of
1918 at *Ekerterenburg. Lemim, the blood maddened spirit of the Zevolution
held Russia in his inexorable grasp, &and Jew and Gentile, Tartar and 3Slav,
suffered alike in the fantastic deluge of horror that came with tThe down-
fall of the Imperial Government.

At Sleuthe in the province of Minsk, Benjamin's father, a Rabbl of tThe
Orthodox Jewish faith, was arrested by the Bolsheviks and held in prison
for an entire night while the family, unaware of his incarceration, awaited
his return with indescribsble anxiety. On the following morning, the Rabbi
however was released from the Soviet prisom to which he had besn committed
for unavoidably breaking a8 curfew ordinance forbidding any citizen tTo walk
abroad sfter seven oclock in the evening.

A8 the Soviet rule was extremely hostile to all religions, a party of
Bolsheviks entered the Synagogue &t Sleuthe one day, and after threstening
the Rabbi with violence, tore the sacred silver letters from the Temple
Veil.

Afte rward, other depravations 1in the province ensued. So the Rabbi ,
having heard of the freedom and security which every class and nationality
experienced as a matter of course in America, decided to bring his family
to the United States.

Obtaining permission to croess the fromtier proved very difficult. But

at last the little party began the journey. Om going from Russia into

pu
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Poland they were forced to endure a tedious delay of four months, untiil

their passports could be approved. Finally the visé arrived, and they

traveled from Poland into Germany, and from thence into Belgium. and on

to Cherbourg france. Sailing from the latter port, they were met om their
arrival in New York by representatives of the Hiask(Hebrew Immigrant Aid
Society) and escorted to a Home maintained by the Society, where transient
immigrants were hospitably received and entertained unmtil it was agreesble
Tor them tTo resume their Jjourney.

In this instance, the Eisenburgs being wholly orthodox, were forbidden
to travel, or to engage in any business or pleasure outeide of their
religious duties on the Sgbbath. S0 having reached New York onm Thursday, it
was apparent that the family,in order to keep the Sabbatical observance ,
must remain with the Hiask until the following Monday.

Fortunately the strangers were 80 plessantly lodged, and so courteously
welcomed that tThe days pessed very happily in an atmosphere where every
conceivable attention had beem provided. There was a library in the House,
and & small sudiforium where lectfures and plays were sometimes presented.
'he institution even had its own Synagogue, located on the top floor, so %
that the guests would not be obliged to venture out into an unknown city
to attend divine services. Im fact there was no omission, or lack of any
feature that might serve the happiness and well being of the immigrants
who were beginning & new life in the New World.

On Momnday, when the Eisenburgs were leaving the Hissk for their
destination in St, Paul Minnisota, they were presented with a farewell
gift of ten dollars, and the cordial good wishes of the Society's officials.

Thue fortified they were ready to complete the Jjourney they had begun so

many months before.
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In St. Paul, they were met by Mrs Eisenburg's brother, George Glickman,
who had sent them the money with which to make the trip. It was for This
uncle that Rabbi George G. Eisenburg of Agudath lsrael Symagogue in
Montgomery was named. From her brother to¢, lrs Eisenburg and her husband
hed received their first glowing accounts of America's way of life. And
now that they were all actually together, Mr. Glickman at once showing tThem
the little oddities, and countless phenomena that foreigners in the Unifed
States find so engrossing.

Accordingly the next few weeks in St. Paul were spent riding om street-

- cars, attending movies and #Ffrecreation centers, and consuming a prodigious
guanity of hot-dogs and ice-~cream cones. Little Demjamin was particularly
fascinated by the torrents of water that could be induced to flow so easily
from the bathroom faucets, and by the electric lights which he was able . to
flash off and on . at will., Americe waes indeed a great country. And Uncle
George, who had been tha.means of bringing .his peopla to this marvelous
place, was a great and good man.

When the Eisemburg family left St. Paul to mske their home in Chicago,
the idea of America's beneficence accompnied them.

In Russia, the army, the navy, the diplomatic service, the universities,
and consequently the professione, were forbiddenm to the Jew. Only the trades |
were open To tThem, and even those who grew rich were forced to live - if
allowed to live aft all -« in restricted pales of settlement. In theatres |
they sat apart ... many restaurants would not serve Jews .... And there
was always the dread of a pogram!

But America was different: In the United States Jews were people ...

some of them good ... some of them bad. But none were pilloried becsause

they were Jews,
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In this haven of security they could attend umiversities ... they could
be lawyers ... doctors ... soldiers ... professors .... They could live
where any one else lived ... do what any one else did.: They could love
America too, with & devotion that transcended the jingoism of many so call-
ed patriots, who having known no other country, had no vantage ground of
comparison from which they viewed this land of liberty .. fellowship e
and "egual oppnortunities for all.”

And if at the beginning of their induction into American citizemship,
“hicago appeared to her alien children as & stultifyimg, unaccountable, yet
withal wonderful city im which to terminate their wanderings, the Eisenburgs
were not long in adapting themselves to the novel circumstances of their
environment.

One of the many Orthodox Synagogues in Chicago engaged the services of

the Rabbi. His wife discovered friends with whom she could discuss the

household problems and exchange reminiscences. While Benjamin and his
gsister Sylvia were soom absorbed im the various activities of the American
schools.

In addition to his classes in the public schools of Chicago, Benjamin
gstudied in a Hebrew school at night. Later when he decided that he tTo0o -
like his father - would become & Rabbi, he graduated from a Hebrew Theo-
logical Seminary, and is now at the Agudath Israel Synagogue in liontgomery.

A profound student, and a gentleman of perceptable polish and savoir-
fgire, Rabbi Eisenburg has become, during pjg comparativgly short stay in

s£ 224 Montgomery, a potent spiritual and intellectual force.

s N 0O N

Interested in all worth-while movements . he has been of imceleculsble

agssistance in the socisl-ethnic study of Montgomery's foreign born Jews,

J




and his graciously accorded interviews have clarified many of the sub-

jecte listed in the ethnic survey's Manuel.,

With seventy percent of his congregation born in Poland, Lithuania,
Russia, Galicia, or Rumania, the Rabbi is necessarily well informed in
regard to European backgrounds; ways of living; causes of immigration;
social life; customs and folklore.

Founded in 1902, when the Orthodox Jews in Kontgomery numbered only ten,
he congregation of Agudath Isrsel Synagogue now has more tThan one hun-
dred members who support numerous philinthropical and social organizatioms,

I' -F\.‘

including & cultursl and social club called "Philo"™, that is limited to

e —

young men between the ages of twenty two and thirty; a junior Zionist organ ..

my

izat ion known as "Masada,

mn

for those .from eighteen to twenty one; and a
young Judea. for the groups. between sixteen and eighteen.

'he women in the congregation take an active part im the Ladies Hebrew

Society: & Church Auxillary; the Hadassa(for older women): and a Business
and Professional Club for the younger set.

There ie no falling away from ettendance of the Synagogue services by
the younger generation. There is however a decided loss of interest in

ritual and dogma, & result attributed directly to the Jewish inability(for
economic reasons) to keep the o0ld lMosiac laws governing the Sabbath.

No foreign language press 1s published in lontgomery. But a number of
the Rabbi's congregstion read and subscribe to the Morning Journal(Yiddish)
from New York. In Yiddish also, are the songe similar to the petite
that constitute the main body of Jewish folk musiec.

-

Hebric folklore is dreswn chiefly from the great Habbis: from Talmudic

and lledieval stores; and the Chasidic Rabbis,
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Isaac Johnaon, fhnces
Hapry Hill Community, _ : Jack Kytle,
neay Chatom, Ala, Editorial Department.

ISAAC JOHNSON: CAJAN TURPENTINER

There is a desolate stretch of gullied, sandy land on the
westem banks of the Tombighbee River, in Alsbema's southwestemm
corner. The land is poor, covered by cutover pine timber and scrud
osks., BRsw gashes, with tin turpentine cups nailed beneath them,
are on 2ll the pines; but the resin drains sluggishly. The trees
are too small to produce a more steady flow,

Threading through the region are dim logeing roads, neglected
for years, and filled with stump ends and brush, They are flanked
by forests inhabited by raszorback hogse, wild tuarkeys, deer, and
other game, And far back from the roads, in isolated places ~nd some=
tines as meny as ten miles apart, are squat, weathered lmts that house
a people of unknown racisl oerigin,

This is the land known to Alabemians as the "Cajsn Country." Here
for more then 2 hmmdred years the dark, soleamm men, women and childrea
have exiested on vhat they earned from turpentining and lumbering.

Now, with these resources almost gone, many of them admit that they are
facing an uncertain future,

The Cajan houses never have more then three rooms, snd most of
them are either one or two-room structures. The windows have no glass
panes, no screens, Plain pine boards nalled to hinges keep out the
winter winds, and in sunmer, flies swarm through them unmoles ted.

Many of the Cajans have withdrawn so completely into isolation
that they are unable, or wnwilling to obtain outside ald., Their means

of eamning a livelihood have become almost noneexistent and they live

in bitter poverty. But there are others vho struggle to better their
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gcondition, and who are unwilling to admit that the future is without
hope. Isaac Johmson is that kind of man.

He is & wiry Oajan, nervous of movement. In his early thirties,
he has lived im VWashington County all of his 1ife, Since he can re-
member, he has worked in Surpentine and lunber. His father was a ture
pentine and lumber worker before him, although the father sometimes
managed to pay all his debts and still have some money left, but thie
lsaac ssys he has not been able to do, The father managed even %o
buy forty scres of land; but trees were larger and more plemtiful them,
and prices were better,

Johnson and his family of three live in an unpainted pineboard
cabin of three rooms in a community called "Happy HFi11." Like several
others of his race, he married a white woman, and they have two children;
a girl twelve years old, and a baby boy. Johmson is proud of his people,
claiming good Spanish and Indian blood.

He stood surveying his land with solemn eyes, his dark head bare
and erect, Ditches plerced the sandy earth between the slim pines.

The land looked as though it had mever been turned by a plow, but Isaasec
Johnson said: "Maybe I can a~grow something here; I theenk it might make
corn; yes, and some cotton."

He tumed as he stood in the veed-flanked trail and looked dack
upon his cabin, wme fifty yards away, "See," he seid, "I have jus'
built her. She's & purty house, I theenk; better anyway, than the one
ve moved out of about three miles over yonder., 5She still needs steps
and a ceiling, Maybe I can a-get to that later on,”

The cabin stood, stark in yellow newness, among the small pines,
some of whose branches brushed the roof. All of the windows were withe

out panes, The weeds and brush had not yet been cleared from the yard,

al though Johnson explained that he would get to the task later. A large
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circular block of pine, apparently sewed from the stump of a tree, was
placed before the front door to serve as a temporary step.

Johmson walked with his visitor up the newly beatem trail, and
together they emtered the cabin, In what he cal led the front room was
an ironepost bded, better tham those usually found in Cajan houses,

and a somevhat battered dresser. A rag ™™g, g2y in 1%s red and blue

coloring, was on the floor in the center of the room. The wvhite woman
he married sat on the edge of the bded, her baby cuddling at her large
breasts, She sald loyally: "One good thing about this country: it
may be lonely, but we never have to worry about being robbed, as do
you people in Birmingham, W¥e never have had anything stolen from us
out here, and even vhen I am alone, I never bother to lock a door,"

She shifted the bably %o her imee and bounced him until he laughed
gleefully., "Of course, our place isn't pretty now," she smitted, "but
ve will improve it as ve go along. I teach over at the Happy Hill Cajan
school, you know, and I have very little time now %o tidy things up.

I just have %o leave a girl here with the bady, working haphazardly
about the house, You see, I have not even had the time to hang my
pictures.”

Jolmson led the way from the front room into the kitchen, where
a squat vood stove stood in one cormer. In the cemter of the room was
2 long pine table upon which was heaped a small cluster of commodities,
Thege included salt pork, lard, salt, a paper sack filled with flour,
and another with com meal. He explained that they ate only the simplest
things, "Because, you see, I am the cook; and I can't a-cook much, My
wife, she too tired for anything vhen she gets done with the kide wp
there in the school."

The visitor was not taken into the other room, but 2 glance through

the open door revealed only odds ang ends of fummiture. These included
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a chalr bDottomed with calfskin, and a washstand, Several pictures yet
to be hung were on the floor, leaning against the rough walls.
Returning to the bedroom, Johnsoa drew up chairs about the large
open fireplace, in which burmed a blase mede of pine knote, —He talked
then about the turpentine business, "It's a~no goed," he explained.
"It hasn't been for a long time, A man, he caa't é~live on fourteen
cents a day, and that is all the turpentine brings a galloa. Rosin, it

brings only 'bout four cants a pound,

"One time there was a-money plenty to be made in these woods. Some
people got lots of it. DBut now the trees, they are Jus? too little, It
will take years 'fore they grow up %o be any good again.”

"I used to get some work in the sawmills 'bout here, but mos' of them
have a~closed down now. It's got to where there's mo work for anybody.

I sometimes walk all the day around to my turpemtine cups, but it's awful
to fin' such a 1little bit of rosin, It makes me theenk that we're a-jus'
vasting our time fooling around with 1%,

"] theenk maybe some big industry should a~come down in here, oven
if I don't kmovw what it wuld be. So mahy of our people could be helped
that way., Something's got to come, or else they must go away = mewvhere,
But they're all 1ike me, I guess. I was a~born on this plagce; I helped
my father here, and 1% wuld be 2 bdad thing to leave., I don't think any
of us will a~have to leave. Something's bound to eome al ong.

"We've been lucky in a way, me and my family., When my wife's teach-
ing, wve get along as well as mos' anybody. That gives us better'n tweaty
diollars a month., I jus! don't know what 1'd s~done without her."

Jucille Johnson glanced at her Imoband, drawing the baby cldeer. She
smiled a little, saying: "We never suffered for anything, and ve've been

together, more than twelve years.,®

She 1 a sturdy wman, short and a 1ittle plump. Her eyes are brown
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and frank, her halr dark and done up in a knot at the back of her head,
Tourteen years ago she came $to Vashington County from heyr home in Bessemer,
Alabama, to teach in the Cajan schools. And teaching hare, she fell in
love with Isaac Johnson, "Because he was the most considerate amd nost
lovable man I had ever kmowmn." They were married, and she said prouvdly:
"We agree on about everything; we never have any quarrels." She glanced
ggein at her husband, brushing strands of halr away from her fzew with
her free hand, and he nodded solemm agreement,

Jsase and Imcille Johnson have never minded the antagonistic atti-
tude of some people living in Vashington County who oppese the marriage &f
white and Cajan., In this county, Cajans are classed as "colored people,"
and a great deal of concemm has been aroused Ly the problem of intermarriage,
which 12 by no means rare, The Johmsons agree: "Our marriage is our own
business, So long as we are happy together, why should it concern anyone
elge?®

Their daughter, Nomma, attends the Hapry Hill Cajan school, where
she is in the fifth grade. The school has only seven grades, and after
she finishes, the Johnsons hope to send her to high schoolj perhaps to
college, They realise that zhe can never attend high school in VWashington
County, vhere anyone vith a trace of Cajan dlood is forbiddem to enter

the white schools; but they have mede plans to complete her education,

even if she is forced to attend school outside of Alabama,

She is a shy girl, large for her age, Her features are like

those of her mother, Dut her eyes and hair are 2 chade darker, She
hopes some day to study music although there is not 2 plans in her
community. GShe has no means evem of obtalning the latest sheet mmsie,
becanse Oajans seldom venture into town, and they never lave the money

to Yy anything except necescities., But she hums the few religious

hymns and spirituals she has learned,
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Isang Jolmson, like nearly every other Cajan, has only a limited
education, He can read, snd he says that he can do fairly well at the
task of writing a letter; but he admits that most of his leaming has
come from his wife, She is 2 graduate of Jacksonville Sgate Teachers'
College, and she taught him to write after thay were married. He says
that he wishes he knew more, and for that reason he is anxious for his
childrem to have an education.

"What we need here,” he sald in his drawling tone, "is a high school
for my people. If we could s~get the high school, then we might some
day have a college., The Negroes have thelir college up at Tuskegee, Vhy
can't we have one?®

"Wy, those kids over in my wife's school are bright as they can be,
They learm everything fast, Jus' think what 1t would s-mean to them if
they new they could keep leaming past the seventh grade. How would you
feel if you kmew the State wouldn't a~give you a chance to get any further?

He shook his head slowly, looking into the fire, bdut his wife sald:
"I have children over there who would grow into fine men and women if they
were given s better chance, There is mw thing lazy about them, no matter
vhat the people over in town (Chstom) say, They want to lesarn. I tell you,
when childrem come to school without any breakfast, and many times without
enough clothing to keep them warm, they have something about them that
you von't find in every child,

"“Tou were over at the school to see those childrem,” she said to
the visitor. "You saw childrem who were without shoes, and 1t was cold
this moraing., You also saw that some of the children's eyes are very
bad; that they need glasses badly." She pansed s moment, looking into
the fire, Then she sayd: "I wish I had enough money to take all of them

%0 Nobile and Duy them some glasses. It must be terridble with your eyes

hurting you all of the time, Ian't it asking a little too mach to expect
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cold and hungry childrem to learn a great deall

"0f course, we are always planning something better for them, but
it seems that we never have enough money, We are talking about setting
wp & lunch counter, to be run on something like a cooperative plan,  §
don't now vhether 1% will work, but it's worth trying. Anything would
be detter than watching them stand about the grounds at lunch time without
sny lunch to eat,"

lscae Johmson, like his wife, resente the claims of some that his
people are shiftless, and unwilling to help themselves, "*You will find
lazy people everywhere ” he sald, "end you will find some smart peeple,
t0o. 1 don't s-delieve anybody could call me lasy. Since I was a boy,

I have been up before daylight, and I never stop a-working until it ie
after dark.”

Ee flung a glance at his wife, She smiled and nodded,

Nelither Issac nor his wife take any active interest in elther local
or national polities. They do not vote, and as Isaae explains: "I guess
the people who do the electing know what they are s~doing; anyway, I
hope they do, I think that Mr. Roosevelt had done his very best to help
the poor class of people, but one man can't g~do everything, We need
lnundreds 1ike him, and we need some of them right a-dowm here in VWashington
County.

"Why, I tell you, if people knew how mme of us have to live, they'd
be dumbfounded, There are lots of Cajans who'd a-get out and do some~
$hing if they had somebody to set them on their feet just omce. But you
mow 1t's hard to do anything when you are kept btusy trying to jus! get
up something to ect, If these woods werem't full of wild game, lots of

Cajene would be hungrier than they are, But it wvon't taks no time addown

here to get & "possum, rabbit, or squirrel, And now and thea, we get

a wild m-.
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Johnson says that he hes often been without funds, but that he has
never asked anyone for help. "I have always a~managed to get along some
way or other,” he said, " and I guess I can a~keep getting along that
vay. I found out 2 long time ago that mosnt people won't a-help you unless
they are a-going to zet something out of 4%, But I guess that's Jjus!
people's way, I don't a~blame them nome for it. I'm not the kind thet
runs about asking favors.,

"I tell you, when things was so bad back in 1932, I'd a~get wp in
the mornings, snd I swear I didn't know vhere I wvas a~going to get
gome thing to eat for the day. But I got 1%, jus' the same, I guess
1ife's 1ike that; you got %o serateh for everything.®

Isaac bdelieves in religion, which is not true of many Cajans, but
he says: "I've never a-seem much good in setting uwp in church and listen-
ing t0 a man $alk. And anyway, I'd rather stay at home on Sundayns,

It's so far to the churches that we don't get a chance to go much, but
my wife always says that she would like $o0 go every Sunday. I guess that
she would, because she used to go befcre che came off a~down here, The
vay I see 1%, if a man a~lives right all the time and does the best he
cm, he'll a~get to Heaven right along with the churchegoing people.”

It wvas getting late now, and the vigitor rose from his chalir %o
leave. In the kitchen, there was a scund of meat frying, and the pungent
odor had come into the fromt room. The daughbder, Norma, was coeking
supper. Without rising from his chair, Isasc said: "You can't a~leave
without eating. Stay with us and get something under your ribs before
you go.," Mrs, Johnson seconded the invitation, apologizingt "You won's
find smch to eat, but you are wvelcome to anything that we have."

Vhen the visitor explained that he had to get back on the highway

before good darimess, Isasc followed him to the door where a circular

block of pine served as a step. He sald: "Whem you come back maybe
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I'11 a~have my house dome., I want to cell her and clean up the yards
good, I theemk them she'll be as good as anybody could vant."

His tall figure was fremed in the darkening doorway. He did not

respond to a farewell wave of the hand, dut he smiled a little.

11/29/38
A




Al abama Cajans Jack Kytle,
Editorial Dept.

"LIXE LOST CEILIREN"

They stood timid and embarrassed in a ragsedly ol
line, There were five boys and seven girls, their ages MEINE.
ranging all the way from six to twelve, It was November, and frost
had fallen that morning, but only two of the children were wearing
shoes. Some of the little girls had no coats, only thin cotton
dresses, The boys were dressed in overalls that were badly faded,
and of ten withouigén$§ﬁsan. This latter condition necessitated the
use of twine to prevent the overalls from falling about their
ankles,

The two visitors sat on a bench in the schocl room
facing the children, but they looked only at the teacher, who waﬁ
clothed little better than they. She held a dright yellow ruler in
her hand, using it as an instrument to maintain singing rhythm that
vas never maintained, She turned to her smell charges.

"Can you sing for the peoplel"

They hesitated a moment, uncertain and ill at ease,
Then the tiny girl with a faded blue ribbon knotted about her hair
began this song!

Ch, if you look for me

And I'm not there,

fou'll know I'm climbing

A stardust stair--




There were many verses, and then another song:
Lord, I want to be ready,

Yes, I want to be ready,
I want to be ready to suffer

Just as my Savioer did--

As they sang, their faces were expressionless, unless sad-
ness, blank behind hollow eyes, is an expression, They lifted their
eyes from the floor only when they loocked at their teacher; for she
was one of theéir own kind, Already they had learned that the average
white comes to them only to pity and stare in open-mouthed wonder,
Already, meny of them had heard the thrust, "Dirty Cajanl®

The Tombigbee River, with its high, white cliffs
glistening in the sunlight, flows majestically across the pine-
wrapped lowlands of Washington County, in Alabama's southwestern
corner, Branching from its banks to the west is wild country, in
wvhich the fleeting glimpse of a racing deer is not uncommon., This
countiry is blanketed by scrudb pine and sparse oak, The land is
poor and pierced by gullies, a desolate stretch of forest and white
sand, Now and then a dim logging road, that is more trail than
road, is encountered with disarming suddenness., And squatting out
in the pine woods at the sides of these trails, often several miles
apart, are the dilapidated shanties that house the people known
as Cajans,

The name ie not applied correctly. They are not related to

the Cajans of Louisiana., The Louisiana Cajan can trace his ancestry




through a proud strain, but this ies not true of the Alabama people.
And in that truth lies their misfortune and a hundred years of

oppression., The Alabama Cajan, himself, cannot trace his ancestry

beyond a few izgnibstaxfzwidx. cenerations.

Vhere one Cajan will say that he descended from a

South Carolinian who came into Alabema and married a Creek Indien
voman, another will relate that it wes really a Mexicen who married
a French woman of mmiss noble lineage, Still another will insist
that the Cajans descended from Gulf Coast pirates who intermarried
with Indian women, But the rursl white people of Washington County
say with unconcealed scorn: "Their ancestors don't worry us none.
Why, they're niggers and troublemakers,"

The Cajan denies Negro blood with a surprising virulence.

But in justice to the Negro, it can be recorded that he disclaims

the Cajan with equal vehemance, And certainly, the Alabama rural

Negro's home, even to that of the most ignorant cropper, is cleaner
and more comfortable than that of the average Cajan,

There are, of course, exceptionsg; but these exceptions
usually will be found in ins‘:ances where-#fCajan and white have
intermarried. A striking charascteristic of white-Cajan marriage
lies in the fact that the white (intelligent and educated) either
1ifts his, or her, mate, or else is drawn downward to a surprising
depth,

But regardless of which direction the match turns, the
Cajan woman follows her chosen man with dog-like devotion. The

Cajen husband also is good to his wife. And, when married legally,
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But even in marriage (more of which is being
urged among the Cajens) there can mremtrtrsmmdwr be deplorsble con-
ditions. The visitors paused at one hut, squatting far off to itself,
in the Happy Hill Community., On the slanting back porch were two
women, a baby playing in ifilth, and a girl who could not have
been more than eleven or twelve years old. Nodding toward the latter,
one of the visitors asked: "Why isn't the little girl in school?"

For a moment the two grown women looked coldly at
the questioner, $hen they exchanged gdances and giggled, "Thateawgirl, "
they said finally in high glee, "is a married 'oman," The child only
stared with hollow eyes, drawing her bare feet under the folds of a

bright red dress,
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they do not often join the unwedded members of theilr kind in a
flagrent violation of moral standards. Even as they respect the
conjure doctor, they respect the marriage vow., They belleve that
violation would bring some dreadful calamity.

Until sh¥ shows her teeth, the average Cajan woman is
pretty in an exotic way. Her feetufea are finely chiseled, and her
limbs well rounded. Some of theg”weér red or yellow scarves wound
tightly about their hair, and the great majority make a glittering
display of cheap jewelry.

| Bui.lilﬂi; handicapped-by teeth that are stal ned and often
broken, a condition that seems characteristic of the people as
a whole.

The men are rarely handsome, and most of them never smile.

With faces bearded and toughened as leather, they talk in a2 mono-
tone that seems never to change. Only their eyes betray thelr feel=-
ings. And when they do not like a person, the eyes can be icily
cold,

The scorn of the white man has caused the Cajan to with-
draw into his shell of isolation, It is something of a self-imposed
exile, and, more than any other single factor, has wrecked the
Cajan's chances to better his conditionf. A tourist traveling by
public highway would never know of his existence, His cabins are

never on the main roads. He selects the most 1naccaéihle spots W

sdise-thnidheo-nind-congiamedme; and all he asks is that the white

man stay awey.
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Whether this self4isolation is brought about by

Syl

f

pride or timidity is a conjecture, ﬁertainly. some of the Cajens
evidence a supberb pride that seems tragic in their bare hovels,
Others will not face a stranger, retreating into the woods at his
apoproach,

While some appear outwardly appreciative of the
efforts of white social workers to help them, others are openly
resentful, One woman, living at the end of a2 trall so rough that
her shanty could be reached only by walking, tolf socidsl workers:
"We need nothing; let us alone!" Investigzation showed that she
had been begzing among her Cajan neighbors to feed hersgelf and her
"nine head" of fatherless children,

This article is in no way concerned with the controversy
on Cajan ancestry, but one striking fact should be noted., In a
single family one may find a child with black, kinky hair and black
eyes; another with deep blue eyes and halr the color of mc
And both parents may be decidedly dark complexioned,

Some have attempted to explain this conflict in types by
pointing to the loose moral standard prevailing among the people.
This standard does prevail, to an alarming extent, but there are
families in which the mother is lmown by all the community to be
unques tionably chaste, And the conflict in types is found here as
alsewhere,

‘
-

The moral standard of the Cajans is a meet”difficult and

complex problem, Thelr language concerning relations is completely
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open, If a Cajan man is living with a woman who 1s not his wife,
he does not attempt to conceal the fact, He seems to see no viole~
tion of the ethics of human existence, The Cajan woman feels the
same, as is illustrated by a case several miles from Chatom,

We will call her Sally Reed. She is a widow with seven

: o

children, and for several months had been receiving commodities )] ¥ 7
b} r ¥ 4 . ; oLt .

& d 1 § .

These commodidies were stopped suddenly, so she ventured into town

for an explanation, "Why," she was told in effect, "you have been

&

reported as having had an ily}gitimate child,® She puzzled a moment,
and then replied: "That's a-no reason, Why, Mees, five of mine been

/ thees wayl" o

Such a standard has brought its inevitable curse upon
the Cajans, and 1t will not be stamped out easily. Some of them do
not know what is wrong., At one cabin a mother stood in the doorway,
her hand against her throat, "It been gso balfshe confided, "Like |

boils or sumpin'.® And she did not realize why her little blind

baby had died,

Such stories are not beautiful to write; dbut heither are |
they beautiful to see, It was not beautiful to see the tiny boy with Y
brown eyes and curly hair trying to stand on legs thin as matche l
sticks, a Rlub foot at the end of one of them., His mother said: 1

"He'll pick up some whight, wait an' gee." It was not beautiful to t

see the little girl groping for her mother's drees--groping because

she was blind, |

In these hovels that breed disease, there is only filth and &

| human misery. All Cajan huts are similar, but some are better equipped




ALABAMA CAJANS Jack Kytle
:l. - _"1

"LIK® LOST CHEILDREN®

They stood timid and embarrassed in a ragzed line,

There were five boys and seven girls, thel
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anging all the way
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from six to twelve. It was November, and frost had fallen that morne
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ng, but only two of the children were wearing shoes, Some of the

=

little girls had no coats, only thin cotton dresses. The boys were
£ .;"

dressed in overalls that were badly faded, and atzzﬁ:without braces,

F

|

This }ﬂttgfjcondition necessitated the use of twine to prevent the
alling about their ankles,

The two visitors sat on 2 bench in the school room
facing the children, but they locked only at the teacher, who was
slothed 1little better than they. She held a dright yellow ruler in
her hand, using it as an instrument to maintaln singing rhythm taat
was never maintained, She turned to her small charges,

"Can you sing for the peoplel™
Thevy hesitated fof# a moment, uncertain and ill at
sase. Then the tiny girl with a faded blue ridbon knotted about her
hair began this song:i
Oh, if you look for me
And I'm not there
You'll know 1'm climbing

A stardust stalr=-




There were many verses, and then another songi
Lord, I want to be ready,

Yes, I want to be ready,
I want to be ready to suffer

Just as my Savior did—

As they sang, their faces were expressionless, unless sad-
ness, blank behind hollow eyes, is an expression, They lifted their eyes
from the floor only when they looked at their teacher; for she was one
of their own kind, Already they had learned that the average white comes
to them only to pity and stare in open-mouthed wonder, Already, many of
them had heard the thrust, "Dirty Cajani"

The Tombigbee River, with 1ts high, white cliffs glistening
in the sunlight, flows majestically across the pine-wrapped lowlands of
Washington County, in Alsbama's southwestern cormer, Branching from its
banks to the wést is wild country, in which the fleeting glimpse of a
racing deer is not uncommon, This country is blanketed by scrub pine and
sparse oak, The land is poor and plerced by gullies, a desolate stretch
of forest and white sand, Now and then a dim logging road, often more
trail than road, is encountered with disarming suddenness, And squatting
out in the pine woods at the sides of these trails, often several miles
apart, are the dilaplidated shanties that house the people mown to Ala-
bamians as Cajans,

The name is not applied correctly. They are not related to

the Yajans of Louisiana, The Loulsiana Cajan can trace his ancestry

through a proud strain, but this ies not true of the Alabama people. And




{n that truth lies their misfortune and a hundred years of oppression,

The Alabama Cajan, hLmaa1££>cannot trace his ancestry beyond a few

generations,

Where one Cajan will say that he descended from a South Caro-
1inian who ceme into Alabama and married a Creek Indian woman, another
will relate that it was really a Mexican who married a French woman of
noble linesge. Still another will insist that the Cajans descended
from Gulf Coast pirates who intermarried with Indian women, But the
rural white people of Washington County say with unconcealed scorni
"Their ancestors don't worry us none, Why, they're niggers and trouble-
makers,"

The Cajan denies Negro blood with a surprising virulence,
But in justice to the Negro, it can be recorded that he disclaims the
Cajan with equal vehemence, And certainly, the Alabama rural Negro's
home, even to that of the most ignorant cropper, is cleaner and more
comfortable than that of the average Cajan,

There are, of course, exceptions; but these exceptions usually

.

A

Hill_ﬁﬂ-fﬂuu&;in instences where Cajan and white have intermarried. A
striking charécteristic of white~Cajan marriage lies in the fact that
the white (intelligent and educated) either 1ifts his, or her, mate,
or else is drawn downward to a surprising depth.

But regardless of which directlion the match turns, the Cajan
woman follows her chosen men with a dog-like devotion, The Cajan hus-
band also is good to his wife. And, when married legally, they do not

often join the unwedded members of thelr kind in a flagrant violation

of moral standards., Bven as they respect the conjure doctor, they




respect the marriage vow. They believe that violation would bring some

dreadful calamity.

But even in marriage (more of which is being urged among
the Cajans) there can be deplorable conditions, The visitors paused
at one hut, squatting far off to itself in the Happy Hill Community.
On the slanting back porch wese two women, a baby playing in filth, and
a girl who could not have been more than eleven or twelve years old,
Nodding toward the latter, one of the visitors asked: "Why isn't the
little girl in school?®

For a moment the two grown women looked at the questioner
coldly, then they exchanged glances and gizgled. "That—a-girl," they
said finally in high glee, "is a married 'oman." The child only stared
with hollow eyes, drawing her bare feet under the folds of a bright
red dress,

Until she shows her teeth, the average Cajan woman is pretty
in an exotic way. Her features are finely chiseled, and her limbs well
rounded, Some of the women wear red or yellow scarves wound tightly
about their hair, and the great majority make a glittering display of
cheap jewelry., But the Cajan woman is handicapped by teeth that are
stained and often broken, & condition that seems characteristic of the
people as a whole.

The men are rarely handsome, and most of them never smile,
With faces bearded and toughened as leather, they talk in a monotone
tla t seems never to change, Only their eyes betray their feelings, And
vhen they do not like a person, the eyes can be icily cold.

The scorn of the white man has caused the Cajans, numbering

some 12,000, to withdraw into their shell of isolation, 1t is something
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of a self-imposed exile, and, more than any other =gl factor, has
wrecked the Cajan's chances to better his condition. A tourist traveling
by public highway would never know of his existence, His cabins are

never on the main roads., He selects the most inaccessible spots avail-

able #ahh@é; and 21l he asks is that the white man stay away. Whether
this self-imposed isolation is brought about by pride or timidity is a
conjecture, Certainly, some of the Cajans evidence a superd pride that
seems tragic in their bare hovels, Others will not face a stranger,

retreating into the woods at his approach. N ¢

4
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While some appear outwardly appreciative of thedefforts
of white social workers fo h s others are openly resentful., One
woman, living at the end of a traii-an rough that her shanty could be
reached only by walking, told soclial workers: "We need nothing; let us
alonel" Investigation showed that she had been begging among her Cajan
neighbors to feed herself and her "nine head" of fatherless children,

This article is in no way concerned with the controversy
on Cajan ancestry, but one striking fact should be noted. In & single

family one may find a child with black, kinky hair and black eyes; anoth-

er with deep blue eyes and hair the color of molasses, And both parents

may be decidedly dark eemalaxionede — | §A g f::;

Some have attempted to explain this conflict in types by
pointing to the loose moral standard prevailing among the people. This
standard doés prevail, to an alarming extent, but there are families in
waich the mother is Imown by all the community to be unquestionabdly
chaste. And the conflict in types is found here as elsewhere,

The moral standard of the Cajans is a difficult and complex
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nroblem. Their language concerning relations is completely open, If a

Cajan man is living with a woman who is not his wife, he does not
attempt to conceal the fact, He seems to see no violation of the ethics
of human existence. The Cajen woman feels the same, as is illustrated
by = case several miles from Chatom,

We will call her Sally Reed. She is a widow wilith seven
children, and gar several months had been receiving commodities from the!:&-

v . e > crndiotl _!Wl*_ \

Welfare Department., ﬂ‘f'ﬁ’ese sommodities Namemorsgmed suddenly, so she
ventured into town for an explanation. "Why," she was told in effect,
"you have been reported as having had sn illegitimate child." She puzz-
led a moment, and then replied: "That's a-no reason. Why, Mees, five of
mine have been thees wayl"

Such a standard has brought its inevitable curse upon the
Cajans, and it will not® be stamped out easily. Some of them do not know
what is wrong. At one cabin a mother stood in the doorway, her hand
against her throat. "It Dbeen so bad," she confided, "Like boils or
sumpin'," And she did not realize why her blind baby had died.

Such stories are not beautiful to write:; but neither are they
beautiful to see. It was not besutiful to see the tiny boy with brown
eyes and curly hair trying to stend on legs thin as matchsticks, a club
foot at the end of one of them, His mother saldi "He!ll pick up some
weight, walit an! see." It was not beautiful to see the little girl grop=-
ing for her mother's dress--groping because she was blind,

In these hovels that breed disease, there is only filth and
human misery. All Cajean huts are similar, but some are better equipped

than others. Usually, there are but two rooms, The cooking is done in




s

. g

T=CAJAN

one of these, while the entire family sleeps in the other; and sometimes
threse families may consist of ten persons, At one place there was only
one room used for sleeping, covered by a leaky roof. The stove was on

a rudely built porch outside, open to the weather,

3

The Cajan's furniture consists of odds =nd ends, Most of
the beds and chairs are homemade, and the average Czjan's craftsmanship
is crude, There may be a picture or so portraying some Biblical scene,
lthough the average Cajen is not a religlous person, A broken piece of
mirror may edorn the wall, although one grizzled Cajan confided: "I
ain't a~scen myself in years an! years." And he wae a fortunate man, in-
deed,

Flies swarm unnoticed. None of the huts have screens, only
pine boards nailed to hinges. Sometimes there are no doors at all, with
the hut built high up from the ground to keep out "prowlin'! varmints,"

The Uajen has a childlike attitude sbout all of living that
hes been the despair of many desiring to help him. There are times when
he appears sbsolutely powerless to take any sort of initiative, although
he 1s not usuzlly a lazy person, At a filth-lasden hovel near Chatom
the visitors found a mother and five children, one of whom was 2 baby
cuddling at the breast. They were seated asbout a fireplace in which not
en ember burned., All were barefoot and scantily clad. All were shalking
with the cold, The mother whined: "We're a-jes! sittin! here freezing,"

They were huddled there beside an empty fireplace "freezing"
in a country where rich pine kmots are to be had at one's very door}
Amazed, one of the visitors asked: "Where is your husband?," and th

woman said: "He's out a~back gettin' ready for a 'possum hunt," The
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visitors stepped out the back door, and there beside a tiny blaze, on
which he was meltingz lead to make buckshot, was the lean, bronzed "man
of the house" who looked up from his task with hostile eyes.

Qutside of the veneral diseases, the Cajan's greatest ene-
mies are pellagra, hookworm, "sore eyes" and diphtheria, Pellagra runs

rampant, with most of the adults affected. Gazing at her cracked hands,

"t

one woman said in wonder: Strange, I ain't been frostbit,"

e

The contributing cause to the great wave of pellagra lies

.1}

in the fact that the Cajan refuses to eat anything except meat. When
he can go into the woods and get game, or when he can capture one of the
wild hogs that roam the countryside, he will not attempt to ralse a
garden, If seed are provided he will plant a plot of ground, but he
invariably will allow it to run up in weeds, He has not learned to like
green foodstuffs, and, except in a very few instances, he refuses to
grow them,

Until only a few years ago, Cajen children did not kmow how

-

to play. Ko games were traditional with them,

Fl—

They had no songs taught
to them by the parents. Consequently, their games are similar to those
of every school child, and their songs are more like spiriftuals than
any other form. In singing, they sway their bodies, but they do not
possess the Negro's rhythm,

On the school ground at Calvert, Mrs., R.M, Averitt, teacher,

allowed the children a short recess so that the visitors could see how

well they had learned to play. She said: "When 1 came here eight years
( 2go0 they would only stand and stare at each other, They had never been

taught the meaning of play, but now that they have learned, they seem




t0 play with more gzeal and real happiness than white children,

"We are trying to teach them happy songs, but they are slow

to take these up., They much prefer singing Deep Dark Sea and such

morbid tunes., We want them to learn happiness instead of sorrow,"

But back over the flat, pine-wrapped roads to the school
at Happy Hill Community, the visitors found easily how difficult it
will be to blot out sorrow., There, Mre, lsaac Johnson, the teacher,

d of two absences caused by hunger, Other children could not attend
choocl for the reason that they did not have sufficient clothing,

The Cajan schools are fairly comforteble considering that
the State must maintain a tri-raciel system (white, Negro and Cajamn),
They are unpainted, boxlike structures with desks of many types and
sizes, but they have heat and window panes. For the Cajen child who must
trudge long distances to study in them, they st seem like castles

vhen compared to home,. fﬂ,#___hﬁ\

[ § Kot ,
The great?pfiifgjzdifiiculty,is keeping competent teachers.,

e

The Cajen parents will not tolerate Negro teachers, and many influen-
persons of Washington County object to white instructors going into
Jan settlements, This objection has been caused by several in-
intermarriage, none of which ever ended in divorce,
Those who are interested in the welfare of these people be-
the solution to the school problem lies in worthwhile Cajan
eachers, But, they ask, how will Cajan teachers be obtained when Cajens
are denied admittance to State colleges? None are wealthy enough to
attend northern and eastern schools.

A scattered few have managed to finish college in Alabama, but

they have done so by concealing the fact that they were Cajans; they




were among the fortunates who have fair skins, But in other instances
a Cajan striving for education has been asked to leave Alsbama colleges.

T™e need for Cajen teachers appears most in relations be-
tween instructors and parents. Out of seven Cajan women interviewed by
the writer of this article, only one mew the meaning of the initials,
P.T.A.

While such slow (but certain) progress 1is being mede in
the schools, the churches are experiencing the most discouraging diffi-
culties., The adult Cajen is not ome to congregate, except with his own
esteblished associates., He also 1ikes his Sunday leisure, and he does
not sacrifice it easily for church, This is true especially where the
preacher refers 10 sub jects such as drinking, rowdying, and the living
of men and women together out of wedlock. The churches have made
veliant efforts, but even todaey there are adult Cajans who never heard
of Jesus.,

Yet, despite his irreligionm, the aversge Cajan has a high

8

m

nse of honor. He will walk miles %o jail if an officer whom he likes

m

ends him word to come in, Recently omne Cajan stabbed another geriously,
and was himself considerably cut up. As he lay at home in bed, he Tre-
ceived word that a certain Mobile County officer wanted him, And withe
out question or complaint, he arose, dressed himself, and walked seven
painful miles into Citronelle.

Once he has learned to trust a person there can be no friend
more loyal; but his trust comes slowly. Inherently suspicious, and by
habit a solitary figure, he considers every man his enemy until ex-
tended time proves friendship.

The immense distrust evidenced toverd every stranger was
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shown to visitors at a Cajan shack far back in the pine country north
of Citronelle., It was dark, and the only light in the cabin was fur-
nished by a feeble dlaze that splashed a sickly yellow upon the un-
painted pine walls, The visitors approached in an automobile, throw-
ing the headlights against the front of the shanty. The horn was blown

several times, because it is not ethical to approach one of these

Q

th
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without first giving some sort of "approach warning." The horn
had not sounded a second time before a figure darted from beside the
fireplace to the back of the house, vanishing from sight as if he
were a ghost., And not until the visitors had alighted from the car and
stated their business was the mysterious figure seen again., Then he
showed himself at a darkened window, turned away slowly, and replaced
his shotgun in the corner,

The Cajan's superstitions are manifold and deep-rooted.
He believes devoutly in conjure, He believes in witchcraft, and the

>
awful apparitions of the forest night that he calls "hants," or

/

"boogers." He believes that every murdered thing, man or animal, has

the power to return to life. Consequently, the Cajan murderer lives

in constant dread that his victim will return in the role of avenger.
There are those who have worked among these people for

vearg who are convinced that some improvement in their outlook on life

has hedn made during the last ten years, Of course, there has been no

improvement in living conditions; none in morals, and only a little in

the eradication of disease., But there is less rowdying and savage

fighting than in the old prohibition days when moonshine whiskey flow-

——

ed like water at backwoods "gatheringe." The Cajan at last is learning

to visit without believing that the visit should culminate in a




free=for-all fight, ,{;‘r";f'
These visits are unlikq_a;e in gg@ other pa:ﬁbmf the world.,
jan is invited into the home of another, he may remain a week,
or he may decide to stey a month, In one instance a visitor prolonged
his stay until the tubercular "man of the house" died, and then he
remained on "to consocle and help" the widow.
On some early future day--and this statement is not made withe
cut authority--the bulk of the Cajan population will be without'a
Py
meangs of livelihood., They kmow no occupation except turpenti?' and
lumbering, Their turpentine brings but fourteen cents a gallon, The
pine forests have been cut over so many times that years will be required
to grow new timber. The sawmills long since have stilled their machinery.
Perhaps o0ld Emily Bird, direct descendant of the colorful Red
Bird “hﬂﬂﬂ'exalQLEE_ﬂéil,hﬂmnacorded*tn“anﬁfﬁﬂf“Ertfﬂ&:igsummed up the
problem of her people most completely&}f{“;:*f:i i, ANV LO

"They are like lost children whose folks have forgotten about

them| "

_plck up bidbliography—
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about all of living
The Cajan has a childlike attitude/that has been

the despalr of many desiring to help him, There are times when he
éppears absolutely powerless to take any sort of initiative, al-
though he 1s not usually a lazy person. At a Shpmindeshasy 11 th-

laden hovel near Chatom the visitors found a mother and five child-

ren, one ofﬂﬁﬁt!h was a baby cuddling at the breast. They were seat-

ed about a fireplace in which not an ember burned, All were barefoot
end scantily clad, All were shaking with the cold. The mother whined:
"We're a~jes' sittin! here freezing."
They were huddl¥d there beside an empty fireplace

"freezing" in a country where rich pine knots are to be had at onels
very doorl Amazed, one of the visitors asked: "Where is your husband?, "
and the woman said: "He's out a~back gettin' ready for a ‘possum hunt,”
The visitors stepped out the back door, and there beside a tiny blaze,
on which he was melting lead to make buckshot, was the lean, bronzed

“man of the house" who looked up from his tesk with hostile eyes,
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than others, Usually, there ¥ dut two rooms. The cooking is done in
one of these, while the entire famlly sleeps in the other; and some-
timesa@ these families may consist of ten persons, At one place there

room
was only Dneﬁglllh.;sed for sleeping, covered by a leaky roof. The

Stove was on a rudely built porch outside, open to the weather,
— L ——— -

Furniture @F the Cajen ponsists of odds and ends, Most

."‘-‘
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of the beds and chairs are homemade, and the iivera.ge Cajan's crafts-
manehlp is crude. There may be a picture or so portraying some Bibli-
cal scene, although the Cajan 1s not a religious person, A broken piece
of mirror may adorn the wall, although one grizzled Cajan confided:
"I ain't a-seen myself in years an' years.," And he was a ¥y fortunate
man, indeed,

Flies malifistum swarm unnoticed, None of the huts have scrPeens,
only pine boards nailed to hinges. Sometimes dhere are no doors at all ,
with the hut built high up from the ground to keep out "prowlin'! var-
mints, "

Outside of the veneral diseases, the Cajan's greatest enémies
- y _

- -".
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are pellé¢gra, hookworm, "sore eyes" and diptheria, Pellggra runs ram-

>

pant, with most of the adults affected. Gazing at her cracked hands,

°neé woman saild in wonder: "Strange, I ain't been frostbit,.” "

The contributing cause to this great wave of pellggra lies
in the fact that the Cajan refuses to eat anything except meat, When
he can go into the woods and get game, or when he can capture one of the
wild hogs that roam the countryside, he will not attempt to raise a
garden., If seed are provided he will plant a plot of ground, but he ine-

variably will allow it to run up in woods. He has not learned to like




green foodstuffs, and, except in a very few instances, he refuses
to grow them,

Until only a few years ago, Cajan children did not know

A Y

how to play, No games were Jmmdwingbarede them, They had no songs

taught to them by the parents, Consequently, M‘, games are
similar to those of every school child, and their songs are more like
spirituals than any other form. In &S singing, they sway their
bodies, but they no not possess the Negro's rhythm,

On the school ground at Calvert, Mrs, R.M. Averitt,
teacher, allowed the children a short recess so that the visitors could
aee how wedl they had learned to play. She said: "When I came here
eight years ago they would only stand and stare at each other. They
had never been taught the meaning of play, dbut now that they have learn-
ed, they seem to play with more zeal and real happiness than white
children.

"We are trying to teach them ha-py songs, but they are slow

vo take these up. They much prefer singing , Deep Dark Sea and such
morbid tunes, We want them to learn happiness instead of sorrow:

But back over the flat, pine-wrapped roads to the school
at Happy Hill Community, the visitors found easily how difficult it
will be to blot out sorrow.xExsmmpliysss There, Mrs. Isaac Johnson, the
teacher, told sERrmmss of two sbsences caused by hunger. Other children
could not attend school for the reason that they did not have suffice

ient clothing,

The Cajan schools are fairly comfortable considering that
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the State must maintain a tri-racial system (white, Negro amnd Cajan).
rT‘hfs,.r are unﬁainted.*hllitlllix:llinll: boxlike structures with desks
of wid &u:nn&.ﬁ&an. but they hava heat and window panes. For the Cajan |
child who must trudge long distances to study in them, they mist seem
like castles compared to home.
The great present difficulty is keeping competent teachers,

The Cajan parents will not tolerate Negro teachers, and many influen-
tial persons of Washington County object to white iﬁatructoré going
into the Cajan settlements. This objection has been caused by several
instances of intermarriage, none of which ever ended in divorce,

Those who are interested in the welfare of these people be-
lieve that the solution to the school problem lies in worthwhile Cajan

[ y.-

teachers. But, they ask, how will Cajan teachers be obtained wheﬁ t-r
are denied admittance to State colleges?! None are wealthy enough %o
attend northern and eastern schools,

A scattered few have managed to finish college in Alabama,
but they have done so by concealing the fact that they were Cajans;
they were among the fortunates who have fair skins, But in other in-
stances a Cajan striving for education has been asked to leave Alabama
colleges.,

The need for Cajan teachers appears most in relations be-

tween instructors and parents, Out of seven Cajan women interviewed

5

e

by the writer of this article, only one knew the meaning of the ifit-

1&-1 8 P-TIL.

While such slow (but certain) progress is being made in

the schools, the chutches are experiencing the most discouraging




Insert Cajans Page 10 after paragraph ending" time proves

friendship—*

The immense distrust svidenced toward every sirang-

-

or was shown ohseswisdt~te a Cajan house far back in the pine

country north of Citronelle, It was dark, and the only light in
the cabin was furnished by a feeble blaze in the fireplacefgi;-i-

W 7Y -
splashed a sickly yellow upon the, pine walls, The visitors approach-

ed in an sutomobile, throwing the headlights ageinst the front of
the shanty. The horn was blown several times, because it is not
ethical to anproach one of these houses without first giving some
sort of "approach warning." @R The horn had not sound¥d a secfnd
time before a figure darted from beside the fireplace %o the back
of the house, venishing from sight as if he were a ghost, And not
until the visitcgzialtghted from the car and stated their business
vas the mysterious figure seen agaiq;;Then he showed himself at a

darkened window, turned away slowly, and replaced his shotgun in the

corner,
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avenger--"

There are those who have worked among these
people for years who are convinced that some improvement in their
outlook on life has been made during the last ten years. Of course,
there has been no improvement in living conditions; none in morals,
and only little in the eradication of disease, But there is less
rowdying and savage fighting than in the 0ld prohibition days when
moonshine whisky flowed like water at backwcods "gatherings,” The
Cajan at last is learning to visit without believing that the visit

sgould culminate in a free-for-all fight.
other

These visits are unlike any in apy/part of the

world, If a Cajan is invited into the home of another, he may re-
mein a week, or he may decide to stay asbout for a monthk. In one
instance, a visitor prolonged his stay until the tubercular "man of

and
the house" died,/then he remsined on "to cénsole and help" the widow,




difficulties. The adult Cajan is not one to congregate, except with

his own established associates, He also likes his Sunday leisure, and

he does not sacrgfice it easily for church, This #s true especially

where the preacher, ngkalcsentlon-of subjects such as drinking, rowdy-
ing, and the living of men and women out of wedlock, The churches
have made valiant efforts, but even today there are adult Cajans who
never heard of Jesus,

Yot, despite his irreligion, the average Cajan has a high
sense of honor, He will walk miles to jall if an officer whom he likes
gends him word to come in, Regently one Cajan stabbed abother serious-
ly, and was himself considerably cut up, As he lay at home in bed,
he received word that a certain Mobile County officer wanted him, And
without question or complaint, he arose, dressed himself, and walked
seven miles into Citronelle,

Once he has learned to trust a person there can be no friend
more loyal; but his trust comes slowly. Inherently suspicious, and by
habit a solitary figure, he considers every man his enemy until extend-
ed time proves friendship.

The Cajan's superstitions are manifold and deep-rooted, He
believes devoutly in conjure. He believes in witcheraft, and the awful
apparitions of the férest night that he calls “hgnta" or "boogers,"

He believes that every murdered thing, man or animal, has the power to
return to life. As a consequence, the Cajan murderer lives in constant
dread that his victim will return in the role of avenger,

On some early future day--and this statement is not made

without authority--the bulk of the Cajan population will be without a
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means of livelihood, They know no occupation except Surpentining and
lumbering. Their turpentine brings but fourteen cents a gallon, The
pine forests have been cut over so many times that years will be re-
ruired to grow new timber., The sawmills long since have stilléd théir
machinery.

Perhaps Old Emily Bird, direct descendant of the color-
ful Red Bird whose exploits will be recorded in another article,

summed the problem of her people qﬁ most completely:

"They are like lost children whose folks have forgotten

about them,"
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They stood tinid and embarrsesed in & regeed line, There
wore five boye and seven girvis, thelir ages manging all the way
from gix to twelve, It was November, and froet had fellen that morne
ing, bt enly two of the children were woaring shoes, Some of the

11%%1e zirlie had no coate, only thin cotim dresses.

Ling sabout their ankles,
ihe Swo visitors sat on & bench in the school room fagine the
ghlldren, but they looksd only at the teacher., whe was clothed 1ittle
petter than they., She held & dright yellow ruler in hear hand, using
it a8 sm Ingtrumeont 0 msaintelin singing rhotha that wae never maline
tained, ne turned % her small charses.
"Osa you sing for the peoplet®
they hegitated for a moment, uncertain and 111 at esse, Then
the Sy girl vith a faded blue ribion knotted about her halr becsn
this soned
Uk, Lf you look for me
And I'm ot therd
You'll know 1'% climbing
A stardust stalipee
There were many verses, and then another sanet

lord, 1 vant to e ready,

Tes, 1 vant %o be ready,

1 vant %0 Yo resdy to suffer

Juﬁ‘ ne By fl?"ﬂnr Eil]t“
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As they s-.ng, their faces were expressionless, unless sadness,
Wlank behind hellow eyes, is an expression, Thay 1ifted their ayes
fvom the Tloor only when they looked at thelr teacher) for she was
ne of thelr own kind, Alrealdy they had leamed that e aversge
white comes to them only %o pity and stare in open=mouthed vonder,
\Mready, many of them had heard She Shrust, "Nrty Cajan )"

The Tonbisbee River, with 1te high, white cliffe glistening in
the sunlizht, flows majestically acrose the pineew apped loviande of
mshington County, is Alsbame's smthwestern comer, FEranching from
{ts banks to the west 1s wild country, in vhich the fleeting £limpee
of & racine dser 1o not wcommon, This country is blanketed by sorub
pine and sparee oak, The land is poor amd plerced by gullies, & dese
olate stretch of forest and white sand, Nov and then a dim lozring
read, often more trail tham road, is emcountered with disare’ ns suldden»
aess. And scustting out in the plae woods at the sldes of these trailse,
aften several miles apart, are the dilapldated shanties that house the
people mowvm to Alsbamians as Cajans,

The nome 19 not spplied correctly. Thay are not related %o the
Osjsne of lLouleisma, The louisiana Cejan can trace his sncestry
the-ush & proud strain, dut this is not true of the Alabama people,
and in that Ssuth 1100 thelr sisfortune and & Mundred years of oppression,
The Alademe Cajen, cannot trace his ancestyy beyond a fow enerations,

vhere one Cajan will sey that he descended from a South Carelinian
o osme into Alabams and sarried a Oreek #adisn woman, snother will
relate that 1% was reslly a Mexican vwho married a French women of noble
1inesse. Oti11 ssother will insist that the Cajuns descended from
Oulf Oonst pirates wio intermarried vith Ipdian vomem, Put the ™l

rite people of Washington County say with unconoeslied scornl “Thelr

ancestors don't worry us nome, Yhy, they're niggers and Srovblemsicers,”
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The Cejam denies BNagre dlood with a surprising virudence, b

in Justice to the Negyo, 1t oan be recorded that he disclaims the

o ok

Cajan with egual vehemmoe, And certalaly, the Alobams rursl Negro's

home, sven to that of the modt ignorsant oropper, 18 cleaner and moTe
sonfortadle than that of the avemge Cajan,

There ave, of courses, exceptionsj "ut these exoeptions usually
seeur in instsnces vhere Cajen =md white have intermarried., A striking
charactoriatic of white=Cajan marriage lies in the fagt that the white
(1ntellizent and educated) elther 11f%s bis, or hor, male, or else 1o
Aveun dowvmard to & surprising depth,

Put ressrdless of which direction the mateh tumms, the Cajan wmen
follows her chosem mam with a dog=like dewotion, The Cajan Imsband
slse 18 med to Ms wife, And, vhen mrried legslly, they do mot
of tem join the unwedded members of their kind in a flagrant violkation
of morsl stonderds, vets, ng they respeet the conjure doctor, thay
respett the marringe vow, They balieve that violation would bring some
dreosdfu) ealsmity.

But even in sarriaze (more of whieh ie deling urged smong the Ca Jane)
there can be deplorsble conditions, The visitors paused at one s,
sauattine far off to 1tself in the Fappy Hill Community. On the
slanting bock porch were two wvomen, & daby playing in filth, md a
girl o could not have been more than sleven or twelve ysars 0ld,
Noddine Sowvard the latter, one of the visitors ssked: "Wy isa't the
1itttle #i¥1 in schooll®

Jor » moment the two zrown women looksd at the questioner coldly,
then they exchonpged glapoes snd girgled, "Thateaegirl,” thay sald
finally ia Mzh zlee, "*is & married "oman.* The olid only stared

vith hollov-aes, draving her bare feot under the folds of & bright

red Aress,
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Until she shows her tSeeth, the aversge Cajen voman 18 pretly
in an exotic way., Her features are finely chiseled, and heyr linbe
vell rounded, Some of the women wear red or yellov searves wvound
tightly sbout their haly, and the great majority make s glittering
display of cheep Jowelry., Put the Oajan woman 1s handicapped YW
teeth that are stained sad oftem Drokem, A condition that seems
chametoristic of the people as a2 vhele,

The nen are rarely handsome, and sost of them never smile, With
fages bearded and toughened as leatheyr, they talk in s monotone that
seams never %o change, Only thelr ayes betray thelr feellings, And
when they do not 1ike 2 peyson, the ayes can be loily eeld,

e sgomn of the vhite man bas cansed the Cejuns, mmbering some
12,000, %o vithirow into their shell of iseolation, It 18 ®aething
of a self-inmposed exile, and, more than any other one factor, has
wrocked the Cajan's chances S0 detter e eadition, A tourist travel-
ing by public Mghway would never kunov of his oxistance, Mas cading
are never on the nein roads, e gselects the most lnscoessible spote
aveilable and 2ll he golts 19 tiet the vhite mon stay awey. Viether
this self-imposed 1solation is brought sbout by pride or timidity is
a conjecture, OCertainly, some of the Cajans evidense & superd pride
setme tragie in Shelr bare hovels. Others will not foge 2 stranger,
retrecating into the wvoods at his sporesch,

While some appesr outmmmily appreciative of the helpful efforte
of white social wvorkers, othars are openly resentful, One woman,
iiving ot the end of & tradl o rough that her shanty could be resched
only W walking, %0ld social vorkers: "We neod nothing: let us dlomel®
Investigntion shoved that che hed been begzing amons her Cajan peigshbors
%0 feod hoarsslf and her "nine head® of fatherless children.,

“his article 12 in no way concerned with the controversy on Oajem
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anocestry, but one striking fset should be noted, In 2 single family
me nay find & child with black, kinky halr and bisck eyes) ano they
with deop blue ayes mad halr the color of molasses, And DOSh parente
nay be decldedly dari-skinned,

Some have atteupted to explalinm this conflict in types Wy pointing
ts the locse moral standasd prevalling among the people, This standawd
does prevall, to an alamming expent, but thare are families in which
the mother is knowts Yy all the community % bs wnquastionadly chaste,
ind the conflict in tpes 18 found here 28 elasevhars,

ohe soral standard of the Cajans is a 4ifficult and conplex prede
len, Thelr lansuage concerning relations is completely opem, Iif &
Gajen mem is living with o voman who is not his wife, he doss not
attespt S0 conceal the fool, Ne seems %o se0 no vieclation of the
sthics of lmman existence, The Oajen woman feels the same, as 1o
{1lvetrated by & case soveral ailes from Chatom,

o will ¢2ll her Sally Seeod, Ehe is & widow with seven children,
and for several months had bean reseiving commodities from Lthe County
Yelfare Departssnt, Arrivel of these commodities was stopped suiddemly,
g0 she ventured into towm for sn explanstion, “iy," she wvas told in
effect, "you hawve besm reported as hoving had an 1llegitizate child,®
e pusrled & momemt, and then replied: *That's aeno reascn, ¥y,
Neos, five of nine have been thees wayl®

Such o standard has brought 1%9 inevitadble curse upen the Cajanas,
and 4% V11l not be ctamped out casily. Some of Them 40 Not now
what is wronge At ons cabin a mother stoed in the doorvay, her hand
againet her throat, “IS been go Yad," she confided, "Like podle or
sunoint, " And she 4fd not realise why her Blind baby had dled,

Such stories are not desutiful to write} but nelther are they

beautiful to see, It wvas not Desutiful S0 see the tiny doy with
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brown eyes snd curly haldy Srying to stand on leges Uhin as matchasticke,
a olud foot ot e and of one of hm, Nis sother mids "Fe'll pick w
sone welzht, valt sa® s0e," 1% wvas ot Doantiful to see the 1i%%le ginl
groving for her mothar's dress—-groping bLecsuse che was blind,
In these hovels thnt breed disease, there 10 only filth sad san
nisery., All Cajem Mmte are similar, ut some are better equipped
than othors. Usually, there are ut two reoms, The cooking 19 dAone
iz one of these, while the sntire “amily sleeps in the other; and some=
tivee these families may consint of ten persons. AS one plrge thare
was only ome room uced for slesping, coversd Ly & leaky roof, The stowve
sad on & rodely uils poreh mtalde, open %o the weathery,
he Cajen's fumiture consiets of odde and ends, Nosl of the Deds
and chalirs are homsmede, and Lhe aversge Cajan'es oraftsmanchip is erude,
There may be a plcture or 80 portraying some Mbtlicel sesme, althoush
the aversge Cajon s ot & mligious person, A broken plece of mirrer
may adorn the wall, slthough one grissled Cajan confideds "1 ain't
aego@ mreelf in yeurs an' yeare.* And ho was o forthunste mm, indeed,
MNioz sarm wnotioced, None of the mte have sereens, only pine
bocrde nailed to hinges., Sometimes there are no doeors a2t all, with
the hut Dnilt bigh uwp from the ground %0 keep out "proviia' vammingte,.*
he Cajan han & child-like attitude about all of living that has
beon the despalyr of many desiring %o help hm, There are tines vhen
he appears absolutely powerless to take any sort of initiative, although
ke 1o not usually & lasy pereon, A 2 filtheladen hovel neoar Chatom
the visitors found a mother and Tive children, one of whom wvas a baly
onidling o% the bresst,. They were sented abhout & firenlsee in vhich not
sh anbar umed, All wvere barefoot and soantily elad, All were shaking

vith the eold, The mother wvhined: "We're a=les? gittin? hore freesing.®

thay were midled there bealde an snpty fireplace "freesing® in »




Al beme Cajans o

countey where plch pine knots ~re Lo bo had at one's vory doorl Asazed,
one af the vieiters ackeds *Vhere 1o your Musbend?,® snd the wnan
andds "He's out asbogk gettin' ready for a ‘possun hunt.® The wisiters
stepped out the bag: dooy, and there beside a tiay blase, on which
he wae melting leod to Bake Duskehot, was the lean, dronced “san of
the house® who lociced up from hie task with hestile ayes,

Ontuide of the vepereal dissnces, the Cajmm'e grestost enemies
are pellagra, hookworg, "sove pyes," and diphtheria, Fellsgra Tune

rampent, with most of the adults affocted, Oasing &t her craciked

hands, one woman eaid in vendeps "Stremse, I ain't been froatdis,”

The eantribubting canse %8s the gsresi wvewve of pollagwa lies In
the faet that the Cafan refuses %o ealt enything arpept meat, When
he com ro fnto the voodr and get pame, or vhan he oan eanturs one of
the wild *oge thot reem 406 osuntryeide, he will mot attemnt % ralee
& parden,  If seed are provided he will plant 2 plot of ground, b
he invarisbly will allew 4% S0 ram wpy in veads, Be has not loamed
o 1ike green foodatuffe, oni, emoept in & very few instances, he
refuses to avow them,

nmtil enly & fow yeors o020, Cajan children 414 not know how %
rlay, No gsames vere teditionsl with them, They had no songs teushd
to them by She verents, Consequently, thair somes are oinilayr So
those of every schoel eidld, and thedr simgs are meve 1lliks apirituals
than any other fom, In sinsing, they owey thelr bodies, but they
do nat possess the NHegre's thytim,

On the sahosl ground at Calvert, Nr, B, N, Averit:, Seachar,
allowed the children a chort receds 80 that the visitors oould mee
how woll they had laammad %o play, She sadds "Wien I cone hore olshd
veare a9 they would only oteand and stare at each othey, 7They had never

been tamght the seaning of play, Wt now that thay hawe leamed, thay
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geam $0 play with more ze2] and real happiness than white children,

e are trviag %o teach them hawpy songe, Wt they are ¢lovw %
ke theee we They such prefor singing Deep lark Sen and such porhid
tunes, Yo wvant them to leamn happiness instead of sorrow,.”

Pt Lok over the MNat, plae-vrapped racds S0 the sehool at Neppy
111 Conmmity, e visitors found easily bhow 48fficult 4% will e %
blot out servow, There, Mre, Isasc Jolnaon, the teaghep, told of %we
aboences caused by mnmger, 0O ther childrem oould not attend school
for the reason that they 414 not hawe sufficiasnt clothing,

he Cajan schools are foirly comfortable ceonsidering that the State

mst mintain » trierscial system (vdite, Negro and Cajm). They are

enpainted, boxlike strucw res with desks of nany Sypes and sises, utd
they have hoat and windov panes, For the Cadan child ho muat Srodae
long dlstances o stady in them, they muet seem 1ike castles when ¢ome
pared to hone,

The great diffieul ty nt present is kesping competent teachars.
he Cajan parente will sot tolerste Negro Secschers, snd many influsntial
pervescne of Yashington Comnty object o vwhite fnetructors soing inte the
Cajan settlemente, Thio objegtion has beean cenced Ly seversl] !nstances
of intemmarriage, none of wich ever snded in divoree,

Those wvhoe are nterested in the wifsre of these people believe
that the solution %0 the sahool prodblem 1ies ia worthahid Cajan Seschars,
But, thay ask, howv vil! Cajon teachers e odtained when Cajans are denisd
sdnittance to Btote collasgee? None o re wealth snough %o attend sorthem
and asstern schools,

A seatiered fow have managed So fialsh college in Alabama, but thay
have done so By coposaling the faet that thay were Cajanai thay wvere among
the fortun Ses who have falr ekine, Iut in other inatances a Cajan striv-

ing for aducntion has been asaked to leave Alcsbhams colleres,
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vith more zeal and real happiness than white children,

"We are trving to teach them happy songs, dut they are slovw te
take these up., They wuch prefer singing Deep Dark Sea and such morbid
tunes. We wvant them to learn happiness instead of sorrow.®

But back over the flat, pine-wrapped roads to the school at Happy,
Hill Community, the visitors found easily how difficult it will be
$o blot out sorrow., There, Mrs, Issac Johnson, the teacheyr, told of
two absences caused by hungery., Other childrem could not attend school
for the reason that they did not have sufficient clothing,

The Cajans schools are fairly comfortable considering that the
State must maintain & tri-racisl systep (white, Negro and Cajan). They
are unpainted, bdexlike structures with desks of many types and sizes,
but they have heat and windov pames, For the Cajan child who must
trudge long distances to study in them, they mmst seem like castles
vhen compared to home,

The great present difficulty is keeping competent teachers, The
Cajan parents will not tolerate Negro teachers, and many influential
persons of Washington County object to white imstructors going into the
Cajan settlements, This objection has been caused by several instances
of intermarriasge, none of vhich ever ended in diverce,

Those who are interegted in the welfare of these people believe that
the solution to the school problem lies in worthwhile Cajan teachers, But,
they ask, how will Cajen teachers be obtained when Cajane are denied
adni ttance to State colleges? JNone are wealthy emough to attend northemn
end eastern schools,

A scattered few have managed to finish college in Alabama, but they
have done so by concealing the fact that they were CUajans; thay wvere among
the fortunates who have fair skine, But in other instances a Cajan striving

for education has been asked to leave Alabama colleges,

The need for Cajan teachers appears most in relations between instruct-
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ors and parents. Out of seven Cajan women interviewed by the writer of
this article, only ome kmew the meaning of the initials, P. T. A,

¥hile such slow (but certain) progress iz being made in the schools,
the churches are experiencing the most discouraging difficulties, The
adult Cejan is not ome %o congregate, except with his own established
assoclates, He also likes his Sunday lelsure, and he does not sagrifice
it easily for church, This is true especially where the preacher refers
to subjects such as drinking, rowdying, and the living of men and women
together out of wedlock, The churches have made walliant efforts, but
even today there are adult Cajans who never heard of Jesus,

Yet, despite his irreligion, the average Cajan has a high sense of

honor., He will walk miles to Jall if an officer vhom he likes sends him

vord to come in, Recently one OaJi: stabbed another seriously, and was

himself considerably cut up, As he lay at home in bed, he received word
that a certain Mobile County officer wanted him, And without question or
complaint, he arose, dressed himself, and walked seven painful miles inte
Citronelle,

Once he has leamed to trust a parson there can be no frieamd more
loyal; but his trust comes slowly. Inbherently suspicious, and by habit
a solitary figure, he considers every man his enemy until extended time
proves frieadship,

The immense distrust evidenced toward every stranger wvas shown to
visitors at 2 Cajan shagk far back in the pine count:ry north of Citronelle,
It was dayk, and the only light in the cabin was furnished by a feebdle
blase that splashed a sickly yellow upon the unpainted pine walls., The
visitors approached in an sutomobile, throwing the headlights sgainst the
front of the shanty., The hora was blowa several times, Decouse it is not
ethical to approach one of these houses without first ziving some sort of

"spproach varning.” The hora had not sounded 2 second time bdefore a figure
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The neod for Cajan Seachars appears nest ia relations detween
instuctors and parents, Out of seven Cojen vonen Intervissed YW
the writer of this article, only one naw the mesning of the initialas,
FeTokhs

yhile such slow (bus certain) progress is beings made in the schools,
the e hes are exporiencing the most discourasing difficultien. The
adult Cajan iz not one %o congregnte, expept with hils owhh sotablished
ansociatens, Fe alee 1ikes his Sunday ledsure, mnd he doeod not saarifice
it eaplily for cimreh, This i85 true especially vhere Lhe preacher refers
to subjects such as drinking, rowiying, and the living of men and wvomen
together cut of wedlock, The churches have made wnlisnt efforta, ut

even today there ere adult Cajans wvho newer heapd of Jesus,

Yot, deapite his irreligion, the average Cojan has & high sense of

Maor, Neo vill walk miles %0 Jjail Aif sn officer vhom he likes sends

him vord %o come in, "soently one “ajen stabbed another seriously, ond
vas hmself considersbtly eut wpe As bhe lay at home in bed, he recelived
word that & cortain Nobile County officer vented bm, And without
question or complaint, he srode, dressed hidself, and walked seven palne
ful miles into Cltrenelle,

Once he has loamad to trust poreon there can o no friend more
loysl} tut his truat comes sloviy. Inlerently suspiclious, and bWy habit
a8 solitary figure, he c-nsiders every men his enemy wntil extended time
roves friebdship,

The Lmnense distrust evidenced towvard every strnger was showm %o
visitors 2t 2 Oajon shagk far bagk in the pine countey north of Citron-
elle, It wns dayk, and the only Maht in the cabin wvas furmicshed Y &
feoble blase that splashed 2 sickly yellew uwpon the wmpainted pine walls,

The visitors appronsched in an sutomodile, throwing the headlights

againgt e fromt of the slanty., The homn was blown seversl timen, bee
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csuse 1t iz not athical to wsppieach one of thase houses without firet

giving some sort of “"approach vaming:® T™he hora had mt coundad &
ssoond time before a figure darted from becide the fireplace %o e
wmal of the house, waniching from el Mt ad If bhe vere & phout, And
0% wntil the visitore 'nd nliMted from the onr and stuted their
eeiness was the mysterious figure sotn again, Then he showed himeelf
2t 2 davieened vindew, Stumed awny olevliy, and revieced his nkotyun

'n the comer,

T™he Cajen's superstitions are manifold and deep-rooted, e beliesves
dovoutly 18 conjure, Ma bellowes in wvitcheraf$, and the awful apparitions
of the forest night that be calls "ha'ate,” or "boogers.” Mo belleves
thad every mundeod thing, omn or sniswl , bas the power % retum %o
11fe, Oonsequently, the Oajem wurlerer 1ives in oonstant dread that
Me viotin +111 Yeturn n the rols of svenger,

Thets are those vho Baw wWried smong these people for yoars who
AT9 convinced that seme fsorovenent in thelr outlook on 1ife hos been
nade during the 1last ten yoeye, OF couree, there has bosn no inprovement
n Yivine conditions) none 1n novals, ond only a-1ittle in the emsdication
of distnse, PTut there 15 1eee rowiring and savage fishting than in the
old prolkidition doys vhen moonshine vhishey flowed like water at hackwoods
" eringe. The Cojan nt last is loaming %o vislt vithous bellieving
et e visit chould eoulninate ‘n a free=for-all fiahi,

These vigite are ikt those in sy other parts of the wrld, If
2 Oajan iz invited into the home of another, b may remmin a veok, oF
he may declde %o stay & woni s, In one instande & visitor pwlonged his
slay until the Subereular "men of the house" died, and then e re;nined
on *t0 ooaeole and help* the widow,

On some early futwe dage-and this statenmant 18 not made without
suthority-ethe bulk of the Cajan population will e without & moans of

1ivelihood, They mow no ccoupation ercept turpentining md lumbderiag,
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Thalir turpantine brings ut fourteen conts 2 aallon,. The pine forests

HAVE Deon ouf over o many tinmes tThat years will be required %o gvow

now timber, The sawmills longs singe have sfilled their smohinery,
Ferhaps o) mily M, direct descendant of the colerfl Wed

the protlam of her people most completely vith these

iike 1ozt children whose folka hove forgotten aboud

e Pori, Chatom, Ala,
Moy, YPA health officer, Vgshington Commty,
Aiveritt, teccher, Calvert, Ala,
Averitt, Galvert, Ala
fattilleo, Citramslle, Ala.
hiteett, rooming house propristor, Chaten, Ala,
Nre, Tonse Jolmeon, tecchar st Nappy M1l Scheol.

rerFsonal o servation and visits %o ecch plage wentioned,
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