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Visitors who come to Mobile usually go away with unforgettable memories
•

of the giant oak trees here.Many of the city streets have on them oenturians

and Government street along its entire length ie lined with handsome oaks.

In Ashland P ace,the approach to the site of the former home of s. "ugusta

Evans Vilson is noted for its wondrous growth of evergreens, and in some

places about the city ~e trees with branch spread of over two hundred

feet. One of most remarkable old oaks here,is what is known as the"Duffy

Oak" located on Caroline venue,which spans two eides of the street and be­

yond•. The brahches heng so wide and low that the City Commis.ion prohibits

trucks of over eight feet high from travelling through that section.

One tree with an historic and colorful back-ground is"Spanish Oak~which

legend says was the spot where the Spanish Expedition under Admiral lvarez

de Pineda after sailing into Uobile Bay in 1519.He is said to be the first

white man to set foot on what is now obile. The huge tree grows on a knoll

of three acres overlooking that point of the Bay which is the second hi6h-

est from Jorfolk,Virginia around the Gulf to tre Mexican border,and it has

survived rna ny storms of nature and man. It_is majestic with branches which

spread over about a hundred and fifty feet,is covered with Spanish Hoss and

has a circumference near its base of twem~y four feet. In ante-bellum

times, the old Bay Shell Road provided easy accees to the Spanish Oak where

cock fights and other games of chance which were held in a pavillion built

in the branches of the tree. Here more money changed hands than passes through

a small bank in the same length of time. Lending its assistance to the sports

of by-gone days has brought many people under its branches and Shelter.

To-day it still attracts visitors for around it are built Tourists Cottages

near Arlington Pier.

Bibliography: Alabama Kotorist,7eb.1940
U.F.Acker Etchings of Old obile
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Alabama State Doclt. Comml..ion P&«" 6 It.... I Correct - Mdt tional Inf01'lll8tion

The AlabeJoa State Dock. Comml.o1on ..... organhed in 1923. The Port of

Mobile and Harbor are under the .uperTi.ion of the Alabama Department of

State Doclt. and Te..inal.. A Harbor Ma.ter 18 emplo)'ed b)' the State with

an office at the Docke. <.ee Port on page 21)

Page 7, an the la.t line of page .aTen the name .hould be Antoine de Lamotte

Cadillac.

Page 8, In the ..cond paragraph where it begina, "In l7l!O ~rnando, and it

.hould be Hern.ndo De Galye••

Page 9 correct

Page 10 correct, except no tung oil manufacturing plant in Mobile.

P88e 11 correct.

P88e 12, item I; Mardi gra. toda,y 18 a ho11da,y period when Mobile re......ber.

ite heritage of gaietT and communit)' Joymaking. Imperor 1e11x anten the

ci ty on a gonrnmant war.hip on the Monda,y preceding the carniYal, 10 greeted

b)' the m8¥or, and pre.ented with a three-foot gilded keT to the citT. The

futiYi tie. opan with the Xrewe of Columbua parade on 1rida,y night, followed

bT the .....ked Xrewe of Columbua ball. On the following Saturda,y afternoon the

the floral parade, one of the ao.t b....utiful of the carn1yal 8Oa.on 18 held.

Other II;1.Uc .ociti.. the Order of II¥th, Come Cow ~)'., the Infant 1I)'.t1c.

hold _!ked bella and parad.. , while the Inight! of IIenlrT han a parade, and

tea dance, cu1>runating in Mardi Gras proper, Shron Tueada,y. Throng. of

Mobilian. and Ti.itor. line Government Street to watch the float., b....utiful

and ga)', and to take part in the aerrrmaking. In 1939 Mobile Negroe. for the

firet time held their own carniYal and parade on DaTi. Ayenue; their float. and

co.tum.. were cheered bT .pectator•• both lIegro and white, and thi. addition to

the celebration 18 an annual aTent.
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Pe«e 13. At the top of the page. it .hould read. '!rIle trail approx1>aately

17 all•• in leacth.·

llaakhNd Tlmaell Pac- 13. Jut ah.1l4 of Poi..t. of i ..tere.t.

llaakhead TIma.l. beglaa1ng at St.......u.l and OoTe1'lllleat Ste•• a nhicular

tlum.l ...... euterly _er Oo nlIl...t St. to and _.r Mobil. lI1Ter to the

.outh end of lllak.ly leland ( t alde of ri... r) wh.r. it co....ecte with U.S.

hi~ 90. !rho enti ... length of the tlum.l 10 3.400 feet. Of which 2000 fe.t

10 tub.. lleakhead Tlmael a 4.000.000 dollar proJ.ct 10 b.ing built by the

•
CitT of Mobil•• with f1U1da fura10hed by the tmited State. Oovenllleat. a $1.500.

000 PWJ, grant ....d a $2.500.00 R.J'.O. 10..... Wilb.rd1ag" PalIIer I..c. are the

.ngi...e... for the City of Mobil.. Th• .A.ruadel Oo...tructio.. 00. of Jla1tlmore
•

are the chi.f co..tractor. with .....ral amall.r co..tractor. handling epeciali.ed

work. llaakhead TIma.l will b. ","erica'. mo.t commodious .ub-aqueous traffic

tube. Th. width of it. roll4way ....d the 8OlO1IJlt of it. headroOll b.ing greater

than either the Lincoln or Hndali1l tllllllela 1U1d.r the Hud.o.. 1I1Ter at II.., YOrle •

....d ..0 grIl4e eteeper than 6l'.

llaakhell4 !rlmael 10 the "trench type I • haa 7 ....Uon. of fabricated .t.el

tub.. Inald. the tub. the pav......t 10 21 fe.t fro.. curb to curb. with a narrow

.l.vat.d walk for guard. or police.(no provl.ion for ped••tri...... ) .&. large epac.

1U1der the road level allova for (ra1ne«e: wire.: cabl•• : and .:rheuat of foul air.

Th. wall. heTe niche. provided for fire alan! box•• ; traffic lighte ....d th.ir

control: t.lephone.: carbo.....nond. dMeotO'" ....d oth.r ..ealure. to inlun

.af.ty. .&.t 110 till. are guard. to b. IIOre than 110 f ••t froll a compl.t. control

depot. Th. TenUlation building. with the tu.....l aa ito ba.. 10 .quival.nt to

5 .torie. in height. Th. top of the tuft 10 45 fe.t b.low the wat.r.
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1'11. aa.t (Blakel1) antranc. hal .tOl'll gat•• that can be clolld in 5 lliaute.

vhen.Tor ~ ..toro aake it nec.ooarT.

1'11. vorl< ......taned in Dec. 1938, it will b. COlipleted and attar tbDrougll

tlltin« of all faatUJ'll will b. tun>ed oTer to the cit,. Jul7 1, 1940. 1'ha tunnel

aaTl. 7t aile. of tl'llTal aDd 45 ainut•• to 0". bDur in Uee (depandint: on tl'llffic

and vh.th.r or DOt Cochran. bri4&a OTer Mobil. ItI.Tlr h open to riTer tl'llffic)

vhich aakll the tunnel an ICOUaiC laTlr for buoin••o ead induatr,- in the obDner

period of U •• cona-ed b7 eplo,.e•• who ....t nec....rill1 cro.. to the Iaotarn lIhore.
(Infol'll'nt. Il" J. Schaefer, Ohl.f~••r for Wilberdlnt: .. Palaer)

Pointo of Int.reot

Buline.. Section

BienTill. Squarel Paga 13 it.. I, Should reed; boWld.d b7 Dauphin, St. Jo.eph, St.

Jranci. and Conception Stl.

Mobil. Count;r OourtbDuoel Page 14, it_ 2. 1'I1e cloele in the cupola ..... purChaled in the

1890'1 and i. not the old market gate cloele.

1'11. llllt .antance .bDuld r.ed; In the rear of the courtbDua. on Ohul'ch St. 11 a bro....

plaque let in a vhita roele erected b,. tha D.A.1l"

!!«e 15. It_ 3, Oity Rall (open) D corner llo,.al and Ohurch Strlltl••rected in 1855.

11 a two-.tor,- vhi ta bulldin« of briele coTered with DOoih ItUCCO occupnng half a cit;r.

bloele. Arched opanlngo with vrougllt iron vorl<, decorated brack.tI under the will. laTl••

and a cupola obDv 8pan1.h lnfluancII in d.liga. It va. bullt origlnall1 a. a aarl<at and

called the South.rn MarIe.t. 1'11. ground floor. vhere liTe fioh in C7Preli tanka, eeat and

Tagetablll vere lold, _I ••rTI<!. b,. two driTIV.,.1 mendin« fro. 1lo1al to Water Streetl.

1'11••outh end of the .econd floor _. uaed .. an araor,- and III headquartere for the local

•
• tate ailiUa until the cOllpleUon of tho Jon 1Ihlting .....or,- in 1939. 1'ha .nUre front

on llo,.al Stre.t hal be.. uaed for IIIIIlicipal offiCII linc. 1855. A Confederat. 10UP

Xl tchan _ •••tabli.hed here durint: the war to f.ed tbDuoand. of .01dloro' d.p.ndantl.
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!h. lnUlding _ ......Oftted ae a P....... proJect in 1937-38 but the orlginal .tTl. was

caretallT pre••ned.

In the gro'llD4 fioor rlsht corridor 10 the .u.iral S 1&,•• Mon1lll.nt. foft8l'lT, at BoTal

and Governm.nt S!r8. and removed to thi. tlOlllpOrarT, poo1 tion to make roo. for the

Bankhead !runn.l. Jir.cted in honor of lIear Admiral lIephaal 8_.. , .howing 8..... in

un1fona of the Confederate Ira..,., the bronse figure .tand. on a granite ba... In baa

reli.f i. the .t r crai.er. O,S.S. - Alab.-a. which he c~...nded when it waa eank b7

the t1. 8. 8. I: ~ off Oherbourg, on J1me 19. 1864.

Jonathan I:1r11:brld. lIou.. (prlyate) 104 !rheatr. Stre.t, 10 on the lot next to the 01t. of

lIob11.'. firat ••rlcen theater, which _5 alao a part of the 7rench rort Conde 1Ie••nation.

It 10 a two .to.,., b1I1lding of brlck co...reci with .JDOOth .t,..,co. painted vhi teo Aero.. the

front 10 a porch with folU' large !l'ucon 0011lllll1; four e4di tional co11llll1l1 lI1Ipport the roof.

!h. ho".. Mob11.'1 fint courtho,... and Jail. va. bought b7 Jonathan I:irkbrld. and

converted into ...'iJIPQo1ng relUence 111 1855. It 10 now YaCant.

1Ie4aa. I.e V.rt 110"..1 Page 16. ite.. 5 -----correct.

rrench 'l'zp! Double Ho,... Page 16. u_ 6 ----correct.

Chn.t !p1ocopal Church, Page 17. it... 7 ------correct.

Old red.ral Buildi~Page 17. it.. 9 -----------oorrect.

Old IIegi.ter Buildinl>!. (open) Page 17. H ... 9 correct.

!h. lIeg1.ter b1I1lding 10 oCC1lpied bT an art .t1llUo. an engra'f1Jlg COIlpan7," cafe and barber

.hop. !he old lnUlding 10 identified bT a ....ker on the fir.t floor ccrner. which was

placed th.r. March 15. 1936 bT, Alab.... Offic.r. D.....B.

!h. Old••t Buildi!!&

Ho,..e of Two Cith.

Page 18, it 10 -----correct

Page 18, it 11 ------correct

Government Str.et Pr.lo/t.rlan Church Page 18. it... 12 ----correct.
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!h. Cathedral 1Iec~0!7... (to....rl.)- MaJor Io~c!rolll Hou••). (PrlTa~.) P880 19-13.

I.~chua .p.lled with a:!a. Bi. t1r.~ 1l8llI. va. William I!"

Cathedral Ot~!bo:Iwma~a~.COllc.p~ioll. P880 19 i~em 14 ---------correc~.

Gold.by lloue.. Peg. 20 item 15 -------correc~, arrang".I1~ corr.ct.

Bartoll .t.cad!l!!l"L Pogo 20 it.. 16. Bar~oll Acad.DO', wae ue.d tor prlTat. and d.llominational

.cheol. trom it••rec~ioll ill 1835-36 ~ 1852.

Canl~ - Ge~ - ~- Soci.V wrong. Should b. Can'~Get.~-Club.

PM. 21 ill..r~ and un-Iluab.red, Gote. ot Roa....11 T!I!!J!!!, 950 GoTernm.ll~ St. VIUI

cOlllpl.~od and dedica~ed Jun. 4, 1907. !he Temple 111 ue. b.tore ~ho .r.ctioll ot ~h.

Go~.. ot Ileaftll Templ., wae 011 ~ho aao~ .id. ot Ilorth Jack.OIl Stre.~, b.~vo.1l S~.

Micha.l and S~. Loui. S~re.t••

!he Gote. ot RoaTOIl Tampl. 10 built ill the Boman.que .~yle ot arehi~oc~ure tlueh wi th

~h. .id.valk. It hal ~ .quar. ~owor. wi~h oval dom..lik. rooto built trom ~h. ground

011 .Uh.r o1d. ot ~he wid. OIltranc., ~ cOlltorm wi th tho ~OIlIpl., which 10 built a. a

COlllpl.te .quare. It tac•• tho north 011 Govornmell~ S~r••~ and midva:r, tho vo.~ o1d. ot

•tho building 10 ~h. ~ran.op~ OIl~ranc. to the Babbi'••~~. !h. plan' ot tho TOIlIpl. v.re

dra.... by Mr. ClarOllc. Bu~ch1••0Il, a Mobil• .t.rchiteet.

-Uab... Dopar1mOll~ ot S~to Docb and T.m1nal. • Pogo 21, it.. 17.

!h. -Ua""·. Dopo.rtm.ll~ ot S~to Docn and To..1Ilal., MobU. va~er trollt, begill. abou~

550 te.~ tro. B.auregazd .~re.~ .xt.nding ~o Thro. Mil. Cr.ok, with Mobil. BiTer 011 ~ho

0110\ and ~h. Sou~h.m Bail.....,., 011 ~he vo.~. !h. terminal. are OIl tirel.)-, ill tho city limit.

ot Mobil. and w.r. buil~ 111 1928 a~ a co.~ ot ~0Il millioll dollar.. III 1923 a S~at. Doeko

Coam1••ioll va. organi.ed ~o adm1ni.~.r tund. and b.gin work. MaJor Gen.ral William L.

Siber~ 11.8• .t.ra:r (retired) va. OIIIployed a. Gell.ral lIen.ger, Chi.t :A1g1n••r and Chai,,""

ot ~ Dock. Co_1oo1oll, tho o~h.r ....b.re b.ing .x-Govomor Cha•• L. !lender.oll ot Troy.

Ala•• and J'ranIt C. Blair ot Tuecaloooa. Ala. By an ac~ ot Logi.lature ill 1939 ~h.
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Doclt. b.cam. a part of the State, .uoc.eding the Doclt. Co...,18810n and to be known aa

Alab••• Department of State Doclte and Te1'lll1nal.. The Gov.rnor haade the Department

wi th an advi.or;y board of three IInb.re. Add1 tlonal facUitl•• hav. been built alnc.

1928 and there are no" (1940) berthing space for t1fent;r-two ve...la and the 10lll':".t

.teel and concrete pien in the world. Th. termlnal a. a "hole oC""Pie. a 550 acre

.ite and twent;r-.8Ten lnduatrie. occ1lp)" space on or adJacent to the dacite. Th. dacite

proper con.iet of Pi.n "B,AC, with war.houo•• and nUlll8rouo .ub-divialon.. Th. Cold

Stort.«" Plant lUlL lruit Tel'lll1nal, Th. BulIr: Material llandllng Plant, The BulIr: r.rtUis.r

Plant, The Bonded Cotton Warehoua. A Compre.a, T.rminal llailwa;r and Coal llandling Plant.

Th. cold atorag. plant A frni t tarminal 10 equipped with conveyor. for unloadin« benana

.ta....... and placing peri.habl. food. in refrig.rated cara 01' in atort.«". Th. plant haa a

capaci tT, of 260 C&1'-loada and divided into large rooma for cooling and .harp fre..ing.

MobU... Ohio Benen. Wharf ,riTer front - Pag. 22, ite.. 19

Loui.vill. A !raahville Wharf .. War.houa. Page 22, it... 19

correct

On the lave. bet"een Governm.nt .. Monro. Stre.ta adJoin. the MobU... Ohio Benane Wharf

and 10 thr•• cl tT bloclt. in length, h.r••hip. froll all parte of the world load and

unload timber, coal, pig-iron and other commoditiea.

launch IA,,"iJ!L. Page 22. it... (.hould be)2O correct

Th. Alab.... Dry Doclt. A Shipbuilding Co!!p!!!!,l, Page 22 - it.,. (.hould b.) 21

Ie aero •• MobU. liver on Pinto I.land and 1a the largeat repair yard thi. aid. of

!IIewport !r."a, Ta. The coI:lJl8l17 fabricated the a.ven hill':", all-".lded tube. "hich "ere

uaed in the MobU. l!her Benkhaad Tunn.l.

Qr.ter Dock Page 23, lt8ll 23 correct

Ohocta" Point Pa«e 23. i t8ll 23

Ohoctaw Point on Ohoctaw Pa.a at the mouth of MobU. River, 1a the .it. of Th. Turner

Dock•• the Bepublic Creo.oting Plant. the Gulf, MobU., and !rorth.m Bailroad ;rard8 and

,
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other industrie.. Ohoctav Point tak•• ita llBJlIe from the Choctaw Indian. who lind there

dur1n& the J'rench period. .t. lighthouse erected in the 19th. century, _. located on the

point clo.e to Batte17 Ml..ouri 3rd. line of the Mobile land defence••how on the

mil1t&17 IIl8P of 1863. Thi. lighthouse which stood the terrific hurricane of 1852 vaa

mond to Batte17 Pinto on the eaat side of Mobile Rinr aero.. from Ohoctaw Point aftar

the clo.e of ho.tilitie.. Pinto Batte17 _s an artificial i.land constructed for

detense purpose. and vaa later re-named Batte17, Gladden which name 1t .till bears. The

lighthouse b an iron frame .tructure and bas been vi thout a kseper eince about 1900

and baa sernd u a J'BIl«8 light for nuela naTigat1ng the Mobile Ba,y, ship channel. The

.poil remand from Mobile Rinr in the -nous iaproT8lllente to the .hip chennel _.

depo.1ted to the raalon and below Pinto I.land. .... a re.ult Pinto I.land was extended

.out~rd. until Batte17 Gladden ltoined to it about 1912 and ba. thus lo.t i te ideni t7,

as an bland. Send Island Light b a briclc structure on a pile foundation about 125

feet high and _. built on Send Island about 1871 on the west side of the entrance to

Mobile Ba,y replac1n& an older .tructura which _s de.tro7ed during the War between the

Stat... Thie bland _. practical17, destro7ed in the hurricane of 1906 in vhich the

keeper lost hi. life. Since th.. the encroachment of the gulf bas nece.B1tated the

placement of a large nlllllber of rock for the protection of the lighthouse. Thi.

anclhure of rock. togeth.r vi th the diaappearance of the sand frem the original bland

ba. ginn rise to a dual llBJlIe Sand Island, and the on. nov used al.o, Bock Island.

Mobil. 1'a.blic LibraJ7, __ 24, it.. 24. (op.. w••k~ 10 a.a. - S p.,..)

701 Ilo....rna...t St" ia a t_.t017 bu11d1nc of brick co.... rad vith ••ooth .t1lcco of white,

.r.cted in 1928. Deai811ed b7 Gear«. Bo«era, in the aiapla cluaic tra4i tion, it ba•

• • lightl7 rac••sed c ...tral portion flanked b7 larp vinge. On Tievin« the building

froa the outeid. on. i. !apre••ed b7 it. lIIlpretenti01Ul aimplicit7. lamediate17 lIpon

...tering the bu1ld1n& on....... it vera the whola libra17 at a «lance, lik. an

amphitheater and into the aidat of which the Tiaitor ba••tapped fro. the ...tranc., viti>-

O'llt &D7 pr.1Wna17 introdllCUon b7 aean. of .taira, lobbia., comdora or .lafttora,
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