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BILE'S HIS'l"ORIC HOlIES 'l"OUR

In Tie. ot the coetll and enargatic bid AlabNM and Kobile are making tor a

a greater mare ot the nation' a touriat trada and the deeire to perpetuate

remindere ot our own heritage, the rich h1Btory ot Kobila Ihould be tamiliar

to eYel'Y li terate indiTiduaJ. in th1B coftD1lni ty. Alabama hal mora than a normal.

etate'l ehare ot olimatio.hiatoric,lcenie and romantic attractions,and in thes.

aeethetic reeoureee, bU. i. tha 1I'B&lthielt spot in Alaba-. The Hi.toric

KobUe Preseryation Socht,' 11 on. ot tha lIlOet important torcee at work in ..

ettort to perpetuate our tradi tiona in m_ry, and to t&llliliari~. it. ci ti~ena

with the city'. general hl.tpr,r. In another worthwhile plan to increa.e inter­

e.t,localll and natlonelll,in the old ho •• ot bile.the Soci.ty will sponsor

the second annual tour ot h1ltorieaJ. homes, on rch 8. through the 16th. A. ey­

idence ot incr ed intere.t in the plan. there will be th1l year.and add:t1o aal
. -

tlYe u autitul home. opened te the public. Youllg women in period comtume will

.eleoae the Tieiters to the homel.

The Society will haye an hlatorie tea on at the etately old home ot

e • .roel ,.Goldsby.at 452 Goyer ent Itreet. This house ... at one time.oe-

eupied bl Mlairal Blehanan,C.S.A. one ot our t Contederate dairal •• It will

eleo be recalled that the ho.. ... one ot tha headquarterl tor the eral

Arrq tater the tall ot bUe during the WILl' bet.een lb.e Itate••

llibl1ograpb,y: Perlonal ob erYaUon am oo__h It the Pre.1 and

J'ebruar,r 13--19th,1940.
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PIlIM Th•.Uabeme state Dock. and T.ralDal. 0_. aDd operat•• three pi.r.

A,ll,and C.a lIIllk terial ok with tippl •• a Cold storage and J'ruH T.rminal

with lIargiDal whart. Th. Alabema State Dock. and Terminal. baa a total ot

twenty 011• • hip b.rth••

ROAlj9CKS The llobile & Ohio r ilroad op.rat•• tour pier.;th. South.rn

Rail...., operate. ho pier•• aM the ho oolllpan1B. op.rat. Jointly ho p1Brs.

Th••• are on th. n10ipal arTe. nulBb.red troa 1 through S and are l ....d

by tile Rlrt to the railroadll. Piers 1 & 2 u.ed exolu.iyely by the llobU.

and Ohio Railroad.pier IZ u.ed by the K & 0 and by the Southern; pier. 4

and 5 u••d by the Southern.pier

UlIed by the II & O. Railroad.

by the K & 0 and by the Southern;7 & S

!II,
Chootaw Point.

~2... onw. and operat•• two pi.n at toot ot Jlaryland .treet

TH GULl', olin. ,AND

Choctaw Point.

Railroad us•• the llobil. Chamel,harbor and

ASHVILL RMIJ!lIAP op.ratea a arginal whart running

trom Go.emmant • tre.t to IIonroe • tr••t Th.y own r1Yer tron tag. trom a 11t u.
b.low Palll.tto .treet to below Cbarfiton .tre.t which th.y u•• tor ooal1Jlg

r- 11 riY.r y•••el••

&L PI ARVES are ueed by th. torty tiYe large .tltB"eh
•

lin•• Which reg

ularl,. .erY. the Rlrt ot KobUe.

md piers.

Spring Hill, Cbickaeaw,

Th.re 1e a total ot ten railroad WhILJfY••

azine Point, i.U.r.Dauph1D and

Prichard .till in op.ration but in prooe.e ot remoyal to b. r.plaoed b,. lu•••

HG CRYSTAL POOL op.n to JUblio in warm month.. thing .uit. rent.d.

On Cedar Point 0" Arli ton. Y.ll.C.A. indoor pool,GoY.rDlllent .. Conception.

Da y1B AY...Pl-.rgrouud tor Hegro••• outdoor llOol,1255 Day1B Aye.
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KOBILK (oont1nuH)

bile Riding Club,on Cedar Point

•

&4. at J'airgrounde .Horses

and inetruot1on 1.00 per hour.

Jl)BI nd to lhe Bedeole Building in 1932.

}.CLImERAL HOUS Built in early 1830'e on the weat aide ot the streat,1B

three etoriee in tront with a two etory wing in the rear.It 18 a brick

etructure. wi th a bll,1 window on lhe lett aide which reachee to the second

etory and haB on the right and left .ide t eaall wooden balooniee •The

_in entrance 18 under the arched oarriage driTe and Ju.t abeTe ie a narrow

window.Ta18 and the entrance door are the only openinge on tne entire lhree

storiee on the left ot the building. The ell or two etory building in the

hae wooden peron•• on firet and .econd tloor. On the J.ett aid. a eolil1

brick wall eeparatee it fro the Chriet Church grounds. .-
, _--.J ...

.. CHRIST CEURCH Started in 1838 and oompleted in 1840 .The building 18 reot-

BIlgular in plan, of brick .tuocoed oTer with clllllent and marked oft in etone

jointe.There ie a receeeed percn on the front or entrance,and two ma..iTe

brick col,,- at the top of a broad nignt of .tone .tep•• There are two

entrance•• the main haTing heaTy double

A wrpugnt iron picket fenoe on

doon.lack
<t:fdn a

a Isn4•• '"

at 1tlich are inaide enut-

curb entends along the

Church etreet and Saint " amel eAreet .ide,with two double wrought tron

gate., one opening onto the center and naTing flag etone walks.

eight foot briok wall eepailatee the grounde fro. the next lot.

8011d

~.~.!TJS[TRm:~UPR~. BY"BRIA! CHlffiCHIa on the IIOrth aide of the etreet, and

"aB built in 1837. The etructure 18 of brick,stuccoed oTer ~d painted wllite

ie rectangular and ha. a receeeed TeeUbule on the tront.in which are tft

tlllted col",,",., at the top ot wide .tone .tep., Tile Burgett aorial Cnurch

Sohool :Building "lUI built in 1904 and adjll1ne the Churoh building at the re
.

There three entranoe. , e oenter or IIIa1n entranoe haTing tall double doon
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Ex.ctly centered on top ot en Inc11en _und on tba 70rt r&&D Road

i. the graft of a 801c11er.BDol081ng 1 t 1. aD &DUque lron tenoe. the

gate of which 1& pa4leoked. An old haDdaomely engraftd bra-. plate

ldenUne. the graw .. that ot Captain YiUl_ H. Y lace • It 1&

only bill eft41 that it 18 the graft ot one ot oene~l ;raokaen'.

otticers,but there is DO clue to hie realldentlty.
II

1& near tile IPoetottloe o_que ln Baldwln COunty.

Bib110 aphy: 'lbe bile Reg1eter lfarch 3.1940
/

se Leila Aunep,augh.Retllrenoe Llbrarian

'lbe graTe

BI11'J lLLANTU IN ENOLAlrD

obUe plante~ 8~Ul be seen ln London at J'otherg111'e Gardens.
I

The ta!!IQue n turalist ;rohn and hie eon lUisa Bartram are reepoDB1-

ble •.1ohn Bartrsa recelved a oolllll1selon tro. Dr. Jbth rgUl to furnish

hi,. wlth seeda &pd speoillllllns ot wild and oulUTated plante ilblch

v.w In AlIIllrio .;rohn toured the North rD state.,norid ,and the O-roll..s

and 1111_ 0 to bUe in 1777 wtwre he WaB the suestot the Eng-

11sh 00"'8001&11,' llaJor Babert ~.He took back to his ho a large

ehip.nt ot .peci DB whioh were eh1pped tro" philadelphia. The Soan­

ish 0 ptured the ,ehip eo that it was ..ftrE1 JIlOnths betore the c ses

re"chad London. 1hen it w • found that IIl1ce has de nests in the bOX-

es and that small lneeote bad .aten maJlY ot the seeda. Fro.. that Ume

il11_ B!rtram wrapp d alt ot his speoi_n~ in tob coo leafts.

Hie book8 are the hi~\tet authority on bclrtany•,
Bibliography: bile ~gieter ch 10,191l0

"
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ILE'S CONTDlUED KXPAmlION Dr FACTS Am> FIGURES

That obile continues her era of expansion is seen in figures re­

:le....ed Friday ,.January 2,1940, which showed a substantial incre'l.se

in building permits and poat&! receipts over those of 1939.

Value of building permits issued by the City Building Inspector for

.January this ytll:r~showed an increase of J374.699 over that of .Janu­

ary last year. The sixty nine perm! ta iS8ued in January 1940 ...ere

three times as many &8 were iS8ued for the 8 8
.... period 1939.

PostliJ. receipts at the )labile Post Office for .January 1940 were up

,388,25 above theae for the corresponding month in 1939

gost of the construction work done in .January was in the new build-

ings group,showing a valuation of 04.200, ...hi~e thirty two repair

jibS cost ;23.399 and one commercial job cal.Ied for ~ expend! ture

of .2.000.

Expansion of the Alum1.Jla or.s of the Al.umin Company of America

in obile has been announced as a part of a $30,000,000 progT&III

to enIarge the COlllpanY'sproduction faci1i ties. nmcan SJII1.th, Superin­

tendant of the Yabile plant,has not been advised of the extent of

expansion here but assumed that it would mean enIargement of the

present facilities which are operating at tull capacity.

The the local plant should be included in the new expansion is si~

nificant as the local workS have al.ready ltxpanded once since opera-

tions were begun in 1933. The JJobile lumina Works is an important

link in the Company's operations,tL.e onIy other plant being in East

St.Louis,Il~s.Since the new expansion plans a bauxite plant in
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HE RADIO IS INSTALIED AT AIRPORT

li'eb.16.1940
Iobi1e Co,unty.

•

Instal1ation or a short wave radio station at the Bates Field ofrice

of National Air Lines is announced by Don Strelllllel.loca1 trartic _n-

ager fGr the company. The station 18 designated by the ca11 1ettere

It is an 80 watt,three b'eQ.uency tralUlmitting outfit opera-

ting on 5,652, 4,335, and 2,922 kilocycles. The station wi11 be used

in obtaining reserTations at other points for paesengers,and for giv­

ing planes weather reporte. The station eQ.1Lipment is strong enough to

talk with any other stations on the line,&8 well as with p1anes in the

air and on the ground.

Bibliography:MObile Register Feb.l~.1940

••
Another Jlemori&1 Uarker

IS

A sma11 slice of the right of way near Eight-Vile Creek,has been turn­

ed Gver by the !!cbile County Commission to the Vobile Baptist ABsocia-

tion &8 a site for erection of a monument. The IIlOnument wi11 be as a

memorial to the firet Baptie t Church 1n this section of Alabsma-a Church

organized lIIOre than one hundred and thirty years ago. It will be placed

about two hundred yards li'O'Qth of the creek.

Bib1iography; lfubile Registsr ieb.13.1940

HIGH POllfT ON 5ILE BAY

The highest point on the co_t between ne and Texss m located

on Uobi1e Bay near J'airhope on the Eastern shore.

Bibliography: RiTiera ReTiew, Jan.1930

The Pi ret Submarine

The first submarine ever used for war purposes was built in

and used in the civil war.

Bibliography; Riviera ReTiew June 28,1928.

bile
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The first steam boat to m&ke the ltl>ver the Bay" trip between Mobile

and the Eastern shore,ran from Blakeley by way of Tensaw. he ..... built

in the very earliest days of steamboating and is said to have beeilcpll top-

heavy that, to keep her from turning over, a huge cypress log was fastened

to her side to serve as an out-rigger.

Bibliography:llobile Register,Feb.12.1940

Her apeed-four miles per hour.

cri ty's New Hotel Named for Adllliral SellllJles

obile's new hotel,loc~ted at the southwest corner of Government Street

at joachiJa , will. be called"The Admiral SellllJles". Announcement of the na-

ming of the hostelry for obile's great Confederate sea 10rd,RapAael

Semmes,was made by the owners of the property. It was also stated that

the twelTl! story, two hundred antl. fifty roolll4'atl'Bcmlditianad Btructure

would be compl.eted and the building open and ready for use by November

or December. The "'dm1ral Semmes will be operated by the National Hotel

Company of Gal.Teston.

Bibliography: The 1foblle Press,~b.16,1940

Mobile'S Fair omen

It is related tnat the arquis de la Fayette on his visit to obile

in the year lB25 said that this ci ty had the fairest women he had sesn

in the United States.

Raviera Review june 2B~92B
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Bankhead Tunnel Tube L&unching

The last of the huge concrete and steel sections of the !lobile River

traffic tunnel was launched on Monday )[arch 18,1940 while crowds,.the

Governor of the State,and other notables looked on. The three hundred

foot se~tion _ighing seven hundred tons was l&unched fro pinto Island

when the rope was cut by Col. Richard Park, U. S.District Engineer. A

nuaber of engineers and engineering students from the University ot

Alabama came for the ceremonies and launching. AI though this tube was

the laat of the seven ussd in the tunnel,it is section tour and willl

lie in the middle of the stream and directly below the ship channel.

The Bankhead Tunnel will be completed June fil'lilt bu t will hot be opeJl­

ened to the public until thirty days later. Xt is estimated to haTS

cost 14,000,000.

Bibliography: Mobile Register Uarch 19,1940.

~ulation Gains Noted for llobile

Population gains are noted for !!obile in the new <:i ty Directory just

being distributed by R.L.:Poll< and Company. The population increased

4,425 in 1939 which would give the City a total population of 107,156.

The directory indicates home ownership in its listings &II well as dss-

ignation of the 10 cation of telephones and identification of whi te and

colored persons.

Bibliography: Hobile Register ¥arch 19,1940

TIlE New Yaoht Club

The new Yacht Club !!ouse is nearing Bompletion . It is a two story trame

building and is located on the west bank of obile Bay about one thous­

and feet north ot the Dog River bridge. The Club has aaked permission
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and has aubmi tted plans to the United states Army Engineere for build­

ing a pile and timber whart which would be eight feet wide and would

extend two hundred teet into the Bay trom a mean low _ter line.The

end ot the wharf would be in 8U fe..t ot water. The Yacht Club will

be opened ...i th an informal stag party tor members only on arch 27th.

An opening dance i8 scheduled for Saturday arch 30th. The Regatta

opening date will be for the week-end ot April 13th. Seven other yacht

club8,members of the GuU Yachting Association ....ill participate.

Bibliography: obile pres8 yar.19,1940

Uni ted states Condemns Propertie8 tor Air Depo t

The U.S.Government on TUesday.IIarch 19.1940 assumed ownership ot a tract

ot 1.196,048 acres of land south ot Arlingtbp oy.~ourt.ac~ion . In or-

dering co.demnation proceedings the Secretary ot War Harry H. Woodring

said it ...as necessary to have i ..mediate poseession for mili tary purpo­

ses. While the property is no ... otticially in the hands of the War De­

partment, the construction quartermaster for the Depot said that it will

be thirty days betore actual construction would be begun. The tract

consists ot two hnndred and twen)y parcels. one hundred and torty six

being individually owned,many hOlll8 owners having liT6d there tor a lite­

time.No time limit was mentioned for evaa uation of the homes and P:Dr0P-

erty. The sum ullocated,does not include Bates Field.Airport which has

been given until December 31.1940 to vacate. All private and public

highways.aT6nues and streets within the boundaries of the lands coademn

ed are tallan at an estimated value ot t1.00.

Bibliography: Yobile Register March 20.1940

An 1nterllsting story is being tol.d by local historians in pgard to the

site of the ne....ir Depot. The story goes that back in the early 1700's
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W!lll1I 1Jobile waB in i tB infancy, one of her founders, Sieur de BienYine

maint.ine d a home 0 n the site 0 f the army de po t. The pl.ce, a J.arge

brick house with spacious grounds ,lined with cedar treeB,was described

as "forte, belle maison,a~c un j ardin". It ie said that BienvilJ.e was

Ba attached to the place that he retair,ed it for a home even after the

c pi tal of the Louisana ProYince, of which he was governor for the French

Empire,had been moved to Npw Orlsans. Some authorities on hiBtoric

Jlobile claim that fragments of ths residence remain in ths form of mortar

and crumblsd brick,but it iB generally thought that the actual site of

the ho1nestead is now covered with waters of the Bay which have w&8hed

down that portion of the bluff on which the house stood.

Bibliography: The 110blle Press. ~*.rch 20,1940

amuST CHURCH ON XZKrEA TRAIL

A valuable attraction of historic value iB the addition of Christ Church

to the 1939 Azalea Trail ,it being open to the publio from ten o'clock

in the morningB until four thirty in the afternoon. This Church was built

in J.840,and 18 the oldest ProteBtant Church in lloblle.Recently the grouncll

have been beautified with gift shrubbery and ataleae -some as memoriaJIB

Visi torB will be guided through the buildinge by one of the communicants

who will tell them of its hiBtory.

Personal Knowledge.

Nalle of Dauphin Island Bride

Naming the propoBed Dauphin IBland Bridge for the late Commiasioner

Richard V. Taylor has been urged by the local preBB,and endorsed by Y&­

riOUB civic groups and individualB of )lobils. Yr. Taylor worked untiring

ly to find meanB of financing ths bridgs the bp-11ding tlaf' whioh waB one
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m:i: IASHI, GTOll S9.U~ ~ G

This club, ri th a membership of thirty nine, one honorar/, and organized in 1936

occupies an unique place in the garden club 11'fe of lIobi e. ?or the most "Jart

they are members of families who have always lived on the"The Square",played

together there as children and they are now united in one labor of pride and

senti~ent,-the restoration of lashington S uare to its former state of preser-

vation and beauty.

bou t tile time of tile forle far, \men supervised recreation was deemed

so necessary for children,and ~obile lacking such facilities, the S uare was

listed as a public play-~round.This has been continued and nOf the children

from a public school are sent there to play.Thus much dam~e has been done,the

hed~es and shrubs are gone, there is little grass,no flowers and branches of

the old memorial trees have been broken,so that the place no 10Th~er presents

the appearance that was formerly planned.

nt a meeting of the 'obile Board of Aldermen on

ct.16,1859 ~.A.l.Gordon offered to convey to the citY,square u47 of the savre

$ract,to be used for tile pleasure of the public as a promenade.The grounds

were to be cultivated with shrubs and f owers and the tract vas to be protected

by a fence. Tile lashing ton Square Garden Club has petitioned the city to remove

the Square from their list of play-grounds, so that they may restore it,and that

flowers,hedges,and shrubs,~y aJ in beautify it,fto this end they work,plan and

hope.

Becfore electrici ty was used, lashin"ton Square su.,ported wi th pride, one of

eleven towers,with its numerous gas lights,for which ~obile was noted and won

the name of "The ~leven Light Cit;. "fiere was also a wooden pump \lilich was

famed for its wonderfully fine water and mich has been replaced by 0. fountain.

Ilrs. J ..Beck, ·mo is President of tnis club, yas born in the house in
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Braille Library for the Blind

The Lions Club is sponsoring a federal project for printing literature for the

Blind,in Brai le,the work having started last week.The Liona are also working

with the ssociation for the B ind,in their efforts in geving the ordinance pas-

ssd concerning the use of white canes by the blind. The law would recognize white

ca~es carried by blind persons,as an official emb em,an' ,ould provide protect-

ive measures in their use.~:e ordinance was drawn up after consultin~ similar mea

sures in other cities.lhen completed,the books will be contributed to the Public

Library.

Bibliogr phy: ersonal interview
with a blind person and Register
of Dec 6,1939.

obile .ay ose, elic

The s ,ord whi ch the late miral Semmes wielded in the war between the states,

may soon be removed from th_s city.The HaSor ,las been re uested by Oliver Semmes,

of Pesacola, and grand-son 0 f the "dmiral, till rel inguish the swore to him.He feels

that the relic should be sent to the attle obey,Richmond,Va.,or to the Smith-

sonien Institution. at 7p shington were there are the s ords of other ~reat ciene-

r~s and admirals.The s r is said to be a fine examp e of .tne rk of old

• SellI es to allow

30; ish silversmiths and has for fifteen years hung in the museum of the ~obile

Public Library. It is the hope of the citY,that some day the home-place of Admiral

Sem es at 832 overnment,~ be ac uired and used as a museum,and the relic would

be a most treasured. addi tion ....r. Se",mes st tes that he wi 1 take t. e s .ord for

his life-time and that after that,his son Oliver jr.c&n decide hat disposition

sha~ be made of it. '-eantime,J.:iss ",,:,:<,"8, Roche, historian, Cc.pt Leon Schwartz,a forme I

mayor,an the United Daughters of the Confederacy are urging

tne sword to remain in ob 11 e.

Biblio rapny : personal knowledge and egister of JoV.23,1939
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The sale of the historic hotel at Point Clear,on !lobile Bay's eastern sLore

(and so closely associated with Lobilians)to a new corporation has been recent

ly announced. xtensive improvements of the grounds,including a new bulk-head

along the shore,is planned.

• L. r Torbert, secretary to the president

The president of the corporation is

"I terman Steamship Corporation, and

• .A.Hirs,who is travslling auditor of

of 1ateroan's,with iSS Katherine ~ray compose the three member directorate.

The Point Clear Hotel,years

ago,was known as the Grand Hotel and will BJain aseume that name.It is not

definitely k~own when the hotel was built but in possession of the present own.

ers is a draWing ot it made' in 1854. The first building was destraged by fire

and the long, two story building now standi on Great Point Clear,was built in

the latter part of the 19th century. It is constructed entirely of virgin pine

cut before turpentining was general,and the main feature is the wide galleries

on both floors. Since the first hotel, this has been a fashionable and famous

atering place,especial yof 'bilians even to the present day, ~n8 it at­

tracted visitors from all over the South.The house has forty rooms and is said

to be as sound today,as a dollar.~orrnerly t. e hotel served a clientele during

the winter season and this po icy ill again be resumed. The announcement of

this sale,which did not involve a hu~e sum,never the less has created more in-

teref!t than any real ty transaction in many months because of traditions attach

ed to the property.

Bibliography: Press-Register Nov,2.l939
Location of Hotel is Baldwin County.To reach Point Clear travel state high/ay

~16,or highway ~3,follow county paved road to end of road
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L:Y D:;:P() T PROJ .CT

Initial work on the v8,700,OJO ar~ depot was launched to-daY,Dec.3,1939,

by 7illiam 'cClintock,associate vivil engineer,and other workers, was

announced by ~aJor Dershimer,construction quarter master. ngineer

~cClintock is running base lines Gn the property after which a topograph-

ical survey' is to be made.Actual construction will probably not start

before April,for contracts ~ust be let after bids are advertised .With

the arrival of two more associate enaineers,~nd two more air corps stenog-

raphers, the staff will number twelve,but fifty have been ordered here.

The outline recently given to the press,givee a concrete picture of the

immensity of the proposed air depot.This was given, in detail,by Col.R,D.

'I liant,army real estate officer,and from it ,one can easily see. that

the depot will be a town in itse f.The main buildiDcl,flight test and

inspection hangar, repair dock, and equipment alone,will cost .2,24 .000

The air depot will have its own 'as system,fire and guard houses

fire alarm,and water storabe rese~oirs. t is estimated that from otle

thousand to fifteen hundred men will be employed, ,..nd the pay-roll will be

around ~lO.O 0 a day.

The depot will occupy a site about two miles,beginning at a point adjoin

ing Arlington Docks.It will run along the bay front and then back about

two mi es,taking it across Cedar Point Road.Tais will take in Bates

Field,the municipal airport, and officials are now negotiating for a loan

to build another airplane field for the city.

The depot will be used for the repair and maintenance of army airships

in the S~utheastern division of the United states and ships will be

brought here from as far as the Canal ~one.A supply depot will be main­

tained,and ships will be brought here to be overhauled once a year.
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Beautiful Garden

This is perhaps. the moet elaborately planned and executed private Jarden

in obile Count/.It is owned and was planned by' s. achel .{eustis Paterson

who comes of a family well known for their artistic taste and talent. ~he

has travelled extensively for years. and her house interior,and it's surround

dngs are most interesting in detail with antiquee,oriental rugs. oil paint-

in6 s and other vaiuable and handsome fuenishings.

he .larden of three acres. and in three divisions, each wi th so,ne special feut-

ure,is surrounded by a brick wall ei ..ht feet high .and tall reeds,has flag-

stone walks through-out,one long driveway,and a number of single and double

~ates.These gates are of wood and all have an inset in the center of each,

of iron lace,about one foot square. Iron grill work is used in all of the

divisions,in so e way.Leaving the back hall door of the main houee. Inich is

of Italian design,one steps on to a raised terrace,the floor of which is of

pink Jeorgian marble.Overhe_d,purple and yellow bignmnia vines fall fron

the roof top and even the chimneys. over the eaves.To the right is a long

lo~gia, trimmed wi th iron grill 'York ....nd tnrough w.lich grow coral and other

vinee.and here are man¥ potted plante and ferne. t the side .were two cum-

quat trees full of ye 101Y fruit, between them a large poinsettia busil, ,~ing

a bright color scheme.To the left of the house and eading from the second

story wus an outside st"irway••vi th iron rl.iling and . th t"ree landings.on

each of which was a low pottery urn fi led with palms. ~he tlO story servants'

house,of the same ar~hiteotural plan as tue main house,also features the out-

side stairway with iron railing and pulms and vines.In this first aarden

is a fountain and a pond,in which are numbers of water and lotus IiI ies and
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low reeds along the edges.~etween this and the second garden,is a pergola,

covered with coral vinss.On the riBht side of it the owner has recently built

an aviary and alreaqg Las different kinds of song birds with .... plan to add

many more.Ths second part of the garden,so e lartier than the first,has a great

variety of trees, shrubs,plants and in the center,a circular rose bed. ~lere are

b idal .reath,camelia-japonica,s weet shrub, agn=lia frascati,bright red Tmrk's

caps,Confederate jasmine azalea and others too numerous to mention,besides

numbers of .lowering peach ~nd pear,mimosa,Japan plum,quince trees-every thing

known tO,and loved by the deep South. t the' far end is a larJe guze ball end

a bird bath. t the entrance of the third and lar&est section,is an eight foot,

tall,four square,ornament&! piece of iron grill work,over which trails a Lady

Bankshire rose and under waich is a small,raised stone bridge.In this portion

of the grounds are the larger trees and bushee of every kind. There is a lovely

rock garden, in the center of which, is an overnowing artesian well which runs

th~ough out the entire ~arden through rock beds.In some of these,are ~rowing

lotus lil~ies.Around the rock gurden are nnrcissus,daffodils,iris and a large

cactus bush.~ere,birds find santuary,even sea-gu Is and sni~e have been seen.

All through t.e gardens are orOhmental cedar and other trees and one the most

striking taings was a tall gum tree on which a few bright red leaves rSlQained

and also sweet m balls and trai ing in the tree w s a silver moon climbing

rose. There may be found here ,it seems,every variety of flower,shrub,tree and

everything i. the plant world,to enjoy.

UTs. Paterson frequent y lends her garden for c' arity ~arden parties and pilgri

m~es and it is ,ell North seeino especiallyft, pring when it is so glorious y

lovely.

Bibliography: Personal interview with ~D. Paterson and a visit to the

garden. Location 1est Gmvel'nment Street lfHouse ,,'1673.

Leaving Goyal street go 1est; House on left side





• \2)

':Obile oman io .wt or of ovel
~~sio of successfUl 5~~e Flay.

Benjamin D. B~ker

l!obile, 1.

cv 29, 1£l3~.

One of the most prodigious pieces of liter~ry work that

s. Fenellosu had adcomplished, and a piece of work ~bout whic bi.

liens seemed to know little, is the editin& and preparing for publica.

tion of the book of her late husb~nd, Professor Ernest Fenellosa's

·~pochs of Chinese and J"'panese Art.· It was published 1n 1913 in two

lare;e volumes by • Hineman of London and is regarded by art critics e.s

one of the =st valuable books on riental art and pro ses to be a

per~nent monu~ent to its brilliant ~uther.

The l .. te Professor Fenellose. as one of the orgliIlizers of

t e cniversity of Tokio, where he held the chb.ir of Fhilosophy and

political economy at the time of his death in lS09. During his resi­

dence in Japan he collected his data for his book.

So hi~hly did the Japanese este~ him that when his death

occured in London a deleg&tion from Jap..n came to s. Fenello s ... and

requested that his remains be interred in Kyoto, J"pan. lie received

a royal interment there and a shrine was erected to his memory. T'nere

bre two n· ents to s>rnericans in Tokio, the shrine to Lafcadio Jiern

in Tokio, for his contribution to J"-paneee Ii terature, end the shrine

to Professor Fenellosl< in Kyoto for his contribution to Japanese art

and cul ture.

After Professor Fenellosa's death, s. Fenello sa spent

four years traveling allover the world, collecting material to fill

in the gaps in her hus~nd's book. pochs of Chinese and Japanese

Art.· The understanding meant rese rch work in the famous rt museums

in the Orient, London and otb:er parts of the world. he had the ser·

vices of Ii number of Jb.panese scholars t her co J:lIIlO.nd , as 1I'ell&8 Lrt

scholars throus1lout the civilized world.
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The followin ~~cerpts from letters of redrika Bremer were written to her

family while she was in obile the house guest of ~s. Octa~ LeVert an

give an intimate and unusual viewpoint of s. LeVert,her home,her friends,

and most particularly of a stranger in Yobile •
•

Uiss Bremer,s Swsedish ~iter

was born in Finland in 1801 and died in Stockholm in IB65.Shs visited most

of the principal cities in Acerica and her observations a"tsr her vi.it to

the United states in 1849,were translated and published in two volul'lee in

1854 under the name ";romes in the Ue'v crld".

'ew Orleans,Jan.".
"Tomorrow 1 shall accompany . and s.G.-to Mobile, abama,whither 1 am in-

vi ted by lolre.·V. LeV. -whom 1 have 0 ften heard spoken 0 f as aery charml.ng

and much celebrated'belle"of the "orth and South of the United Stat"II,

Ie shall travel by

steam boat into the gulf of exico,on the banks of which aVilla,no

Mobile,is situated.

Kobile, la.Jan.8

•
some magical power, transport you to this air, or this air to you, for it would

Summer,su~mer,perfectsummer weather my little atha,Oh! that could, by

make fOU strong and happy. ver since "an.4,1 have been in a sort of aston-

iscu·ent at such air,and such a delicious sensation as it occasions. 'rs.LeV.

•

~et ~e in her carri~e.I had heard so much of Urs. LeV~s viv city and grace

that 1 was surprised to find evident traces of sorrow in her countenance .

She had suffered, t,,,,, fears ago, blow after blow in the death of her brother

~nd her two children,and has withdrawn herself from society, the ornament

of whi ch she had hi therto been,
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Yesterday she drove oe to a beautiful promenade through a maGnolia

foreet,along the shore 0: the Uexican QuIf.The magnolia is a laurel with

evergreen foliage of a dark c~ilor;it is irreciular in form ~nd its head

is round and rich. Thick oasaea of moaa haOci like veila over its knottad

branchea,aoid alcofea of dark foliage .It ia not an ~xtremely poetical

tree nd -.hen it ahoots forth its snow-white fr~rant ~lo~ers it aeema to

recall aO;,1e beautiful peom of Lord Byron' a.I reated, breathed, enjoyed.

in deep harmony wi th the acene around me, and the amiable young lady by

my aide.In the evening I went to the theatre where a box had been placed

at m:! diapoaal ll!ld aaw an amuaing Ii tUe piece called ".Jenn~· Lind in

geidelber,;" .

3rom 7th to 12th JUly.Beautiful quiet daya~ I li~e Mobile, and the people

od ~bile,and the weather of ~obile,and every thing in Mobile;I flourish

in Mobile. I go out every mornir16 to c. camp of Choctaw Indiana juat out­

aide the citY,for it ~uses me to aee the life of theae wild peopla.

In order to reach this ca~ I muat 19a1~ up Government Street,the princi­

)al atreet of the cit/,a broad,atrai8ht alley of beautiful villaa.sur-

ro nded by treee and garden plota; the moat beautiful oranGe treee,90v-

ered ~ith frJit shine in the aun, r.at beautiful beneficent aouthern eun,

shinea here all day long~

~e C3~ consiata of thirteen bark huta,somethi b li~e our booths

c.t faira,out alwaya open at the aide during the day.lithin the huts have

a ver:! poverty stricken appearance. The whole busineaa and a~xiet:l of
•the i~~tea seeme to be caterin,; for the atomach. his morni~ they breakf~Bt

ed on oranGea,a lively scene,theae red people eating that aplendid fruit

on the ed3e of the splendid sun-briJht forsst.7ire ie alwaya burning in

front of the dark huta,and old,ahriveled women sit by the fire,e"',oti'Dea
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stirring the contente of the kettle, nd sometimes warming their skinny hande.

The children,wao sit in groups aro~nd the fire,or leap about the areen-

s~ard laying ball,are handsome, full of animation and have beautiful dark

eyes.

_: e young wooen are very m~ch ornamented with armlets a~d necklaces.

and have a deal of ~ainted finery on tbeir cheeY-s.One meets continually

Indian women on the streets ,on their way to sell their larJ8 baskets of

liGht- ood billets in the city.The !!len at
•

.r.",~"this are ut hu lUn,; in the

hieher mountain district of labama.These Indians are praised for their

inteo;ri ty and the exactness ,.i th "'hich they .:eep a promise. ';'luther up t!'le

Alabal!la River,~reat numbers of Indians are still met Rith, in a savaJe con-

dition;but a s_eat portion of Alabama is still in savage state.The state

is young,havin~ only obtained its Constitution in 1817,and it has the insti-

tution of slavery-the institution least conducive to spiritual and temporal

advanvement.Even Mobile has its slave market,which 1 visited,but found there

only a !e~ mulatto girle Nho remained unsold.

I have been repeated ly to the theatre and met Yise D. most promisin~ actress

at ~s. Le ,'s and others of her co~ ny.They appear well-bred people and

ae modest in drese as any of the youn,; Puritans of 'lew En;;land.It is e", ent

that actors in the "ew -7orld tal<e a higher posi ti"n in educated society

than they have yet done in ,urope.They donot here form a caste.

I !'lave also seen at ~s. LeV's a Jzeat number of the Jrandees of Mobile nd

more lovely ladies I have never met 7i til-Again 1 am coopelled to feel that any­

thinu more Bdreeable then a lovely refined !. erican wom n is sc~rcely to be

~ou1d on the f~ce of the earth .

Rail-roade, ateam-boe.ta, schoole, t.:.cade!!11ee have begun to diffuee liJht t..nd ,r1cio-

roue life ¥ithin the slave state,the white lady citizens of which have,here
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The _ederated Gardsn lubs of obile

A maes meeti'lg was neld at the io n's Club Houee; c.r,13,1930,for the pur",ose

of or.;anizing a Mobile ,arden lub.Thirt;-five flo'fer lovers responded to the

c&ll.llrs Uillard Kirkbride,C~airmanof the committee, called the meeting to or­

der and re ueeted that ·'re. C.S.Shawhan serve as chair!llan pro teM. The a3sembl;
)...

9rocee~with the permanent orJanization and elected 0 ficers s follows: Dr. J.T

s. Bullock,Secreta.ry.

Thus began the garden cl~b movement which

constantly broadened in scops, and finally don Apr.3,1935 the .ederation of Clubs

"as or..anized. Its officers are:Pres. ·rs. D.P.Bestor,first vice-llres.lirs. R.Y.

~oods.eecond vice- res. rs. ~.Y.Yuille.~ec.Sec. Mrs. A.B.?rese.Cor.Sec.Yiss

Velma Dumas, Tress.J!rs. J .... Black.Historian. iss Isabel Shepard.

The obj ect of the

?ederation is to romote gardens in Mobile Coun,jy. to encourage civic beauty. to

diecourage unsightly objests on the hi~hwSJ,t0 protect nAtive flowers and saTubs

and to promote flower shows.Some of the members attended the annual course in

horticulture at Auburn.On their cal~ndar are noted some of the most prominent

lecturers on town planniDgrlandscape architects/and on all related subjects.

The garden clubs have

done a wonderful work in promoting a spirit of pride in the appearance of homes

and gardens the civic value of whioh,is of inestimable value. They promote gar­

den tours,local and elsewhere, a Spring Flwwer Show .annuallY,and are members of

the "Lighted Christmas Tree Trail" and present a float in the Carnival parade

each year. TOES pa.rade.in two yea.rs.has become one of the most attractive and

beautiful features of ~ardi Gras.and last yea.r their flo~t "Uarie in Her Rose

Garden" was winner of the first prize of 150.00•. They also sponsor a japonica­

camelia display every season,-non competitive-and last yea.r three hundred blossoms
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of from twenty five to fifty varieties of color were sho\m in \/&shington,D.C.

In lhe South, the camelia is a most beloved bloom, and is our most aristocratic

flower,lovely,exotic,ranging from rose red to pure white and blooms only in winter

Probably the largest commercial grower of the camelia,in the United States is

T.l\Yono, native of japan, who co llects American antiques, and who has twenty acres

of camelia plants and sells 150.000 seedlings annually.

The Federation gas opened

a Garden Center Club on the fourth floor of L.Hammel Dry Goods store,on Royal St.

Here they have fi tted up an attractive place Vii th nower magazi 'es ....

scrap bOOKS and each day members send fresh flowers. The Center is is charge of

iSS ~cAleer.wh' is there from 10 to 12 noon,and from 2 to 4 in the afternoon.

She has a guest book and in November had over two hundred flower loving vis­

itors,thirty eight of whom were from far distant states. iss llaAleer is delighted

to give practical suggestions on flower culture, to make soil tests,and keeps post­

ed on a blackboard the names of plants and when to plant. In January she will in­

augurate a flower exchange. Fl••ers are distributed to the city hospitals by the

clubs.one year they gave to the Association for the Blind, the BraiH e edi tion of

eaders Digest,and half of the proceeds of a wild flower show were to help in the

purchase of an X r~ machine for the Tuberculosis Sanatorium. The Cottage Hill Club

which specializes wild flowers,took second prize in a national contest of ~ss.

Horticultural azine. with their year book. These year bkkks were on exhibit in

the ~ss.HorticultureSociety, the lar6est library of its kind in America.

i th their

taleb~ for beautification, the Federation has pledgsd their time and efforts to

obile a perenially beautiful citY,and Spring In ~bile,with all its gardens a
Lv<"

riot of color,is a rare and glorious season.It is estimatsd that there.last season

70.000 flower desciples who came to visit this quain~ old city.

eference Interview I.:..iss ·cAleerJ.
UTe. J.E.Beck,Pres. ashin$ton
Garden Club.
UTs. C.S.Shawhan
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the old bra., bell plate. The portico,whi.ch i. uncovered,i" tiled and enclosed by

iron railing.The writer was Met and greeted at the door by a ODall,neat negoD ~aid

wi th "cem e in i 88 and would you care to reet your hat? tt The front ha.ll i e a s::lsll
•

equare and to the left are two large double parlor. 22 x 24 and the floor boarde are

of the Sll1:le length-that is,they have not boon pieced but made the dimension of tne

roccI.This la laid by architect. to be rsnarkable. There are two marble mantfJ18,eimple

in design but the fireplace a are unuaual. .They havo the old fashioned metal "aunmer

front" IIcrene but in the center 18 an oval cirror Baid to have coart t70.oo.

The coilinita are beautiful and wero loft as found being of a rich wino color ,and have

the effect of boing heavily embossed,while the aide walls are re-finished with a gold

paper diaco.erod in an old closed shop. In the Dack tarlor or the present dining room

is a mirror roaching from the floor to tho high coiling.This and a duplicate mirror

in the hall are thirteen and a half feet high by fifty nine inches wide and came from

the old a,,,anuol htne. Bobeon the two rooms is an elactric lighting fixture which

has a most interesting background.This was found oy tho Present ownor in a latticed

closet and in good ordor.It had boen the house fan 'ith two bladeo and run by wator

power.The fra."e is a brass tripod wi th thr.. branches which have been ingenloouely

mOlmtod by electric kUbe and atands IiI' feet tall lIaldng a strildng feature of t e

roOCl. Alao in tho dining roOCll is tho Fronch law librarY of r.llntllencaaed in a

handsome mahogany caeo. The atairwaJl ia not in view from the front hall but runa

down the back and under it was the entrance to tho wine cellar.ths banister is of

mahogany.

One very unusual feature of the houso that brings much comment is that thore is a

double door upltairs.

Opeuin a door to the right of the dining room the home is found to be completely

modernietic ,the kitchen,batbB,bed-roome &8 well &8 the aide portico have been added

All windows are treated wi th iron laco.

"rs. !!.ays,a I'ontucky woman,ts a delightful person and a vilitor roe1>that the ainoophe"
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~outh'e Problema Hearing by Congressmen

o ember22.1939

ne of a series of hsaring", on the nation's resouraes. the firet of its kind

aeld in Kobile,~as heard fron Nevember 13th. through ~ovember 17th by a

congressional committee on forestrf,and clearly indicated that the small

land owner and f'armer should know about correct and modern m~thods .The two

d~ session was devoted to present and roepsctive conditions-the whole for­

estry subject-3loD6 with present pr~ctices affecting tim~er sup _ies,water­

shed .rotection,flood control and other angles.Importance of Mobile hearings

..ae emphatically iJ!ldicated by the lart:e number of industrial leaders at­

tending from allover the Sou tho

Almost every type of foreetry problem was dis­

cussed before the committee which leavee our section with a valuable knowl-

adde of this important industry. There were six commi ttee membere in the

group,in addition to Congressman Bankhead were:Rep.Hampton ?Fulmer,Gouth

Carolina, vice- chairman, Senatote ~llieon D. S",i th, So .Carolina,D . .forth Clark,

Idaho, '", ..T.3.l10,.,So Dekota, IJharlee L. 'c carY,Oregon and ep. all Doxe.1, iss,

alter • tierce,Oregon, Daniel .Reed,~ew York,and Harry L. Englebribht Cali~.

There were thirty three witneee-

ee mo spoke at the hearing and Dr •./alter "B • .Tones,lhrector of can eerY tien

urged; the oro~ing of ~",ber as a crop,better fire protection,t!lan86ed cuttin6

of new timber~tiro.th, and the uee of forests as coru!.ervation e.,;encies for soll

and flood control. Other sper~ere asked for fire protectmo .for Southern

foreste,regional planning for f ture government price-fixing on timber ~nd

streee on rehabi~ata$ion of hardwood forests as diecuesed.
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In 80me partll of the South it 'as stated that tracts of timber are yearly in­

creasing in value because of selective cuttine and proper methods,while in oth­

ers figures show deoline of Southern forests and loss by soil erosion. These

two trends are conflicting ,and a need of a successful forestr~ program is

indicEited. Con,;ressman Fulmer rea'arked that lack of moneY,not sense, is res-

ponsible for Southern problems. This may probably true to some extent but evi­

dence has shown th t many farmers and landowners are following a slipshod ~eth-

od of forestry. any of the small farmsrs of Alabama cannot undsrtaAe a goa'

reforestation program without government help,b~t reading and stUdy of bul­

letins from our experiment station at uburn would re~~aLl wonders to them.

snator Clark was enthusiastic abou t the rssourses of labama. "If we

in Idaho with nothing but cactus and sage brush to start with,can roduco. valuat

ble farm land,what can't you do in labama wi h all your n~tural wealth'- he

sxclaimed. The visiting senatots end representatives ho came from such scat-

tered ppin ts es :.Sw York, Idaho. lL~d Oregon were "sold-on the Sou thlend end

told ·r. :Bankhead that they ere amazed 'by what their studies of' obile had

shown.Thel especia ly pointed to the possibilities of forestry industry here

~nd o~r coast as a national pl ground. Each member expressed admiration or

the gulf coastlands and ~uestions on develoDment of Dauphin Island, ter

t"Je proposed bridze is buil t. ,ere pointea.

The task of planning the beet le..:;islo.tion to ben-

efit the Southern forestry is now up to t"e congressional brouP ,sincs the

si tue.tion has been so fully presented. 'li th the knowled.;e the coolni ttee (;ain-

ed throuZh its field trip and hearintiB as to the fores t land in abal!la- ood

and lad-they should be 0. uipped to draft and recommend letiis~ation that will

eolve ,roblems of,and to a _eneraJ. i~9rove",ent of present conditiors.
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The following letter wae written by illie Fulton,aged fifteenyears,to his

Sister,¥rs.Theodora FUlton Pettus.He was a graduate, later, of , sBington and

Lee and bad promise of a brilliant future but in early manhood was drowned

The original is in perfect condition, as written in a legible way and is

in possession of l.lrs.~@llie Pettus Cannon who is a daughter of s. ettus

to whom the letter is addressed. The ~ettus family is well known socially

and politically in Alabama.

• bile,Ala,April 12,1865 .

Dear Sister:
I have sad news to tell you. obile has fallen and e are now

•under Yanky dominion.I will gave as full an account of the capture as I am

able to gi~e at the present, and when I have another opportunity to seQd~a

letter (Bob takes this out) I will endeavor to give you more particulars.

The last of the

Confederate ~ left the city bsfore daybreak this mornin3, followed by

all the steam-boats,including the blockade runners and by the gun-boats

~ich·brought up the rear". The garrisons of Battery Huger and b ttery

TracJ es cap ed wi th the res t .

bout 11 o'clock Major Slough,Caleb Price,and Dr. KetchUM went in a

carri 'e wi th the whi te flag. to meet the Yanks who were landing troo s at

the toll gate on the bay road. and to negotiate the terms of surrender.They

were followed eoon afterwards by C.P Gage and three other gentlemen also

goi~ down for the s e pur poee.

t 2 1/ 2 o'clock as I wae walking out on the gallery I saw some

soldiers dreosed in blue goine alon~ Royal St.I called and she said

that they were the Yankeee who had come to hoiet the flag of the die­

United States over Mobile and I ran after them and followed them till they
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stopped at the Battle House,where they went in,and having eaten dinner they

went on top of the house and hoisted the gridiron flag on the fl~ staff .

. s soon as they hoisted it they took off their caps and gave three cheers

"for the capture of Mobile. "The men were marines and there eleven of them.

They walked along Royal st.and stopped at the Battle House without directio'ns

from any one at all.They were perfectly unconcerned while they were march­

ing through the city as if they had been here a month.

J~st be.ore they raised the hated gridiron

!!ayor Slough returned wi th a Yanky officer in the carriage. They stopped

in fr'nt of the Custom House and ayor S.--made a short spee~l to the crowd

which 'lad;; thered llIround; telling the ci thens to go to their homes and to

behave quietly and to attend to their business as quietly as possible. The

'ayor then went with the Yankee to the Manassas Club room where each got a

cigar and returned to the carriage smoking. Tiley drove down the bay to Illee t

the other carriaJe and some of the accursed Yanky officers .• bout an hour af­

terwards one of the Yanky generals accor.>panied \ori th his etaff rode along

Conception !It.Se was followed by two carriages and an "'bulance fUled wi th

Yankey officers among thelll the rene;;ade aragut.che despicable gridiron ~ s

then raised over the 'arket. In a little whUe the officers were ridi/lb all

about tIe city. 3 one group passed by me I gave them three hearty ~roans .

• t about 4 1/ 2 o'clock the advance of the Yanky army reached the city;and

at the same time one of their boats,the "Gen.Banks ",arrived at the foot 6£

Govt.St,As soon as the ~roes and some white 2eo~le ea~ .he

boat
I am
They

at) t the
eo axci ted
shook hands-

wharf they rushed down the street shoutina

wi th the detestable Yankees aI1d were invi t

boat at(at the
excus e tl:li s

and hurrahine.

by them to ';0

on the boat. Soon the deck was crowded with the colored "gemmin of frican

scent",and their white livered bretheren.Gidd1'e Ge~ and I- alked down to look



-. .
ary Pride Jo nes

at her but we wouldn't go on the same wharf that she was at.

She brought on her Gen.

Granoer and staff.About 6 o'clock another regiment of the houae-burners

marched through Mobile to the tune of"Yankee Doodlei"They came in very quiet

ly with the poorest band in Yankeedom;for each band consisted of 10 fifers

and 10 drummers. They had no brass instruments with them when the first
•

of the thieves came .. t about 8 o'clock to-night another re-inforcement

of the Abolish c~e in. There was one or two bri~ades this time. They came

in yelling with their bend (real braes bands th~s time;/no mistake) pl ­

in~ 'iail Columbia, Yanky Doodle, and Colum bia ia the Gem of the Ocean. They

were singing somethinG as they marched along, but as !.I.a wouldn't let me go

out in the street I couldn't hear distinctly what they said,from the house.

bout an hour afterwards some more of the wretches came in; and their nU!!l-

ber this time ..faa much larber than previously,'rhese came yelling more loudly
,

than the others.I am sorry to say that they were cheered by some people on

the streets.

The negroes .fere very e;lad to mest them. They shook hands \rl th the

Yanks telling them that they were glad they had come ,for they (the ne~roe~

had been"waiting for a long time for their time to come." Yr. Hall (the

one tnat lives on Uonroe Street) shook hands with first Yanky officer

that came.

Pa doeon't know how to bear up under misfortune.He takes it very

very hard, B'u t we are all ho)eful and expec t the :?rench before A~ til.r.m.

Give my love to all my friends and relations in Livingston.

Give my love to 3t.sure.

I remain,

_'{eference,

=rs. ellie Pettus Cannon,

1001 ralmetto St.

Yost affectionately

your brother

lillie F. , .


