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Jesse Owens

un. 7, 1931, h. won the 100, 200 .nd broad jump and lost by inch.s to

Jim Byrd in the 220-yard low hurdle in hi. fir.t S.nat. leagu. m.et at 50FeY

John Ad...,. fi.ld. (·ote.thia e the lut tim. Owen. lost a ....c. on the

Cl.v.land outdoor track).

May 28, 1932-Comp.ti~ in his s.cond stat. scholastic me.t at

Columbus, Jesse ran 100 yards in 9.9 seconds to tie George Simpson's state

record; ran 220 yards in 22.6 seconds, 1.5 seconde off Don Bennet's state

record; won the broad jump at 22 r ••t Ht inch•• and won the 100 yard dub,

the 220 -yard low hurdl.s at John Adams fi.ld.

Closing a soesch over the public address system to thousands of

cheering fans to whom he had expreftBsd gratitude and anpreciation for their

boosts and cheers, he esid, "Believe me ladies and gentlemen, when I run in

college it .il1 be for you, ~ecaU8e you have made me want to run.
I
'

Jun. 18, 1933-Competi~ in his first national schola.tic m••t at

Chica£o, Owen. broke world .cholastic r.cords in the 100-9.4; the 220-20.7;

and the broad jump at 24 fe.t tt* 9 5-8inch•••

S.ptember 1933-Jess. ent.red Ohio Stat. with promiee of a job to h.lp

his upkeeo and tuition.

warch 1934-Practic.d on Ohio State track for first ti~. Coach Larry

Snyder took a sp.cial intereet in him.

~y 25, 1935- Sarong into int.rnational prominence because of a fair

workout in the Pig Ten Championship at AnnArbor ~ichigan. This wes the day

on which he ~road-jumned 26 feet 51 inches, world r.cord;ran the 220-yard

low lurdles in 22.6 seconds, world record; ran the 00-yerd dash in 9.4

tyir~ the world record.

June 6,1935-Elected Ca tain of the 1936 track team at Ohio State Univ.rsity.
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I noUced 'two larlo tube oitU"I cluo blothor. Ono tub .0 full or .tor.

·bo othor ""' .. oolltei_ cla)' "ith Juet a littlo .hr abo.. it. Upon

inquiry I .0 told that in 10tUna cl., r_d)' for u.. it 1a f'i.ret put into

th1a tub al80et full of .hr and 1a loft thore until "et throuah. It i •

than run throuab a nr)' fino ...h which ..parah. tho cla)' £*0. th.......

"Ju.t u tho lood ..... ba.d lin tOI.thar in th1a ....rld••0 do.. th.....

and cl.)'. Juet ... th. lood Lord rom.ed to ••parah th. what froa the

ta.r.. wh.n h. co.... .. do ". ..parah the IT "" fro the cIa)' by u•• of

.n h. ba.d tin1ahed th1a little parable luted bia Ju.t why
•

•• th. olay put onr in anether tub of _hr. H••"Pln_ to .. tba.t

th.ro ..... _t in tb1. tub but that th. clay 1a quit••oft and it 1&

put in uere to • .ttl.. -The water, you •••,wbe ..14, -i. fro. the wet

clay Ju.t .trained". lie th.n ord.red a .tud.nt to tat. a ba.ll of cla)'

to a pluhr ba.t. 'th1a .... the ".xt et.p to tat~-uu"l ...tor out.

A .tud .nt th.n toot the cla)' and pounded it on a U~htl)' etr.tched

cloth whicb _. fa.hned to ......rt tabl.. Th••tud.nt continued th1a for
•

• n.ral mnut... Ilatba._)' axplalJled tha~. to be dona to I.t the a.1r

bubble. out. If hola. or bubbla. a.r. laft in th. cIa)', hat p.n.trat.

the air hoI.. wh... the clay 1& placed in tiln and will th.r.by cau•• the

pothry to break. Att.r the ooundina a nud.nt toot a pi.... of the clay

and c rried it o.er b a fin.,tri of wir. which •••tr ched t1&ht,

..ttached to a tabl.. 'th••tudant b ••ed th1& pi..o of clay throuab th.

wiro .0 a. to cut it in t.... 1&..0. I _. told t t t 1& 1a dona b h.t

tho _11 of tho cIa)'. If it ha. boo.. _led oneuab tho cut will be

_othl it not t 0 cut will abo....ir hola••

• • Ued onr to al1Cthor crou of nudont. who ...r. 1. tho coil

..thod. I .tched th.. a. thOJ cut ....11 coU. froa cIa)', r 11 tb_, .t..ct

ith a "at tnito tho)' would oaooth lt to-

I.thor LD4 .hapo lt a. thOJ built.
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10. u:.1IlJ .....1. at laat I .. )'0... ' •• bo~1o 1.. • barlUy ... b. co~

~~•• "rr ~..~ clay. I foruel .. t aory. tbat all 1m • baial. I'll-

••lal•••• am-J.. ird or rlptU••" I -.J.d, tfJ'01ll" da4 yo. b.

fir.t 1upiraUo.. to -.cIal ..... til. lin P" 10.. bal, to 1 10ur

rirn trul1 Ir.d ft."

.y.... ,be _id, "Tba"t dd of aiaa ... Ir t. Hi. "SI __a 1Jah.

..... 0\I&Il". .. ...1..... 10. • to 1M'" to I' .. a. writ. ..

.. • Ila _. a ala.. of II1t. SUh.. tor o.rr.U rl. of ..

CowR1. l.-tllelr;J. tor Darl. load ••0..... _... at til. .... of

fd ..... fT. .-tl)' ~ woul" f lot. • 1 d Po'" o.rr.U Ir•

.. wIli,oial wIliclo e til. bo1. blaH. 101Ull raU' ....~b...

d1da'~ lU. it told IIlJ dad tIlat ul..... that CarraU 61'••i,..-

.,. fdbar for ~bd. 410. c1 U _I' _. b.iaI fo bt aIld ..ltllo b .. _1'.
boy. IIlJ dad _lit. to j.1& tb. UIIlJ. To ....01· t d WIll iaI froa tor

......nt. • d..id tba~ h. would"... .._,. joia til. UIIlJ." bat ...

tall. or ao. Iolo.d e lial uparia""... dad ",OUM til. ullio• • U.

of til. UIIlJ. 0... da, til. oppo.iaI aid. __ f U. aIld 0.. or t .ir ..

a • tryi to taa. dad for ••ar~. DU baraly ._... baial kill••

Ia til. f1Pt <I lot. _1'<1 balo iaI to 0" of C•••raJ. rPa' ••a.

I ..... tbat _I'd _. I DIo...UIo it prad ... Io.irlon. 110 , ... t...

I 1at to he, U ... 10 .. I 11 .

Belie.. it or DOt.·h. aa1d al b • fa•• bu',., tor b•••IF7' -

", .. b. talk. of bh dad' ietori...• bt IIlJ dad .... CarraUJr.

toIatbar att.r ~b~ IoU lI'ow p. It hap 14 t ..t .... Clarr.u Darla .rr.

__ iat cl.n 1& til. ..i•••frio. 1& 0•• D.C. Ud __ ...

.. po ar 5I1l11nar. r _a wonl for • Rr<Il1eb 1& IIlJ

..... rlaU. _. r. iIIfol od _ ~ t loa IMMI. Dar ~ "f1aJr•

• cIo1.f olark ia ~b. P••dOD offl,.. .....
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aDd, art .p reei.tio... A Jrle&rO artin who ...n <Ie .Ill! .poD lib 0 ... Iroup

for .upport i. to be pitied.

I oherillh til. f.ct tllat JolurJ L. '1.bb I .. M • J.b of .cdelLac

Jude. L.J. '1!DetOD, foulld.r of til. OO_D, iD BrODsa Mtal. (No.. 1D

c••tary iD _tell... ..,lror thi. II. , ••••• $1500.

I ha.. IIOd.1ed bu.ta of ok.r T••lIhill&tOD,Paul Law..... DuDbar,

Frederick la... • •• C.T. lIaU:.r, Billhop Richard Albll, MOp JolurJ

1:. Rurn, • JolurJ L. bb, R... .C. rrie aDd -117 otll.re.

Lan y_r ratller I!ruDo Dr••eh.r, a oatllolle prien of Chic..o

co-.1••io_ .. to IIOd.1 ca.t Oil. hulldred atatu.tta., 0 .. foot ill

h.i&bt of m...ed MartiD DeFor... ratller Dr..cher wota .. th... killl!

word., 'I do DOt b.li... th.r. i. a .outptor iD the United stated who

CaD excel you 1m ro4uci a lit.n••••

III 1903 I .... called to Louinill. ,1(y. by Att. 'Iilli.. Ilarehall

Bollltt to aka a pla.t.r oan of a trunk of a tr•• and .urrouDdimc

,round ..bar. R.C. y.., .. MrobaDt •• allaced to ha.. eo-.1Ued

auicid.. Two whit••oulpton bad b." pr..iou.ly ofrared th. Job,

but both cOIl.id.red th. ad••atur. 18praotical .iDe. pla.t.r poured

Upoll th. groulld will DOt reU.... 011 -r arrhal, I ...at to )(r BulUtt·.

offic., aDd found hiJI alo... lIhU. I•• cOllaultimc with lIiJ1, in rullhed

.. whita .....laiaimc,· .a:· alll! .iI-limc to J(r !lIIlUtt to

follo.. hia 1D ..oth.r ro... Att.r b.Lac out of th. roo. a fn ai...ta.

tba two Mil rnurDed aDd BulUtt .lIPlaiDed to .. that th. 1.lltl 7

pr•••at bad b••1l off.r.d th. Job firn, aDd had DO" found a ..y to d.

the wort. H. futh.r .lIPlai that ~lIie ,.atl • who .. a .oulptor

would apraad a .1I.at Opoll the ,round aDd that the "'lcbt of the pla.tar

poured upo. it _uld oau•• it to coat,", to the Tariou. eoaticuraUou.

H. futh.r .lIPre..ed to y -r railroad far. to Lu1ll&tOD aDd al.o to pay
•



• • •

•
•

fer t • 10.. ot a day'. wort. I replied. 'tbd will be alr1&bt it YOll

....t a copy of tb. ab.at ratb.r tbac of tb. lroWld.' '!'h••culptor ..id.

''!'hd'. tb. oD1y .y tbd it can b. dOll•• '. liU turlled to ... and

..id. 'II...y. tbato tho oD1y .y thd it Call be do...~ , I .blply

replied. 'I hoard bill' • Irr. liU aUed. 'Can YOll at. tho dir.ct

ccpy without tb. ab.att' I replied that I could. '!'h••culptor D

o1ailled.' • can't '0 it: 'lir. BlIll1U ...i,. 'llatha.y b••y. you can't

do it.' Again I &aid.' I hoard hill'. qain • Bull1tt ..ld.' w. are

you .ur. that you call do thi.t' OIIpoll I replied. 'I can. 'T\lrnil1&

to th••culptor. IIr BlIll1tt &aid.' • will han to _loy thi. oth.r _11

.iIle. b...y. h. CIUI do th. wort:' lI.re I •• fully cOlldcted that th.

color of your okill do.. IlOt al.y. _ttor with a whit. _n. It 10 tho

ability to do th. d••ired job ••11 that count.. 'C.t yo..... hat I!athaW1.

l.to 10" ...t cn the .tre.t car •••litaUIlI tor .1&bt 1011& ail... •
lially arriYed to Jacob' .......t wh.re I•••hoWD th••pot to be reproduced.

'!'h. wort .. f1nally lilli.h.d aDll .at uo in th. court rooa .. all u.bibit

in tho nidellC•• ° rM11atic •• th. arouDll and tre. h.re repr•••nted

tbat tb. ° po.iJII council. aUorllOJ 0' .x I accu.ed th. d.ro.... with

SUlaUOIl of prhato pro artr-hlo dn beiJII that Bathaay had literally

WId.rout tb. arollDl! and tr.. acid broU&ht tho atural .c... into court.

OIl I•• called to th. otand dtorDO]' auliU aUed.' tha.y ....d

10 tbaU'point~ d th. caat. ·It 10 a plaat.r ca.t. I replied. ·Cu

llitt.·Y••••ir.· I aaid. TatiJll a knit. frea

.,. poct.t••Ucti it 1& th. tr.. ro..al11ll a *it••pot of laatar.

Tblo reel i ted ql11t. a co_tioll in tho co,," roa. a. th.r. "ro _ny

oth.ro be.id. AU. 0' M1 111I0 tho

•

t th. caat .. all actual laDlIooapo•
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Th.y rai.. pl.my p_" potato•• , _t aDd thilll' lU. that but

thor verr ..ldo. ha.... ""'De)'. It take. all th.y rai•• to t.ed the

childr.n aDd to.a1ly.

P1Jlki• ...y. ob. 11 tort~rour yoar. old. Har fourt ••ath child

11 a ut tour y_ro old "".... "'.PinU. 11 about the t.et hilh,

....1i:h aoout oae huDdred tort~th.. She look. lU. tb. pictur. ot

bMlth aDd 11 "'rr ••ldo. re.l1ll1 bI.AI and never i ••ick. ~b. do•• ' nt

'IOrrr about k••pilll h.r hou•• tidy. Th. qullto. ob••to and pillo...

...... ....re .xtremely .oiled aad tho room .... v'rr untidy in g.n.ral •

•

Thi••torr i. writt.n of a family who liv•• near tho little

..11lat;. called L1ttl. T.x.... r ....nt out ...ith the county P'_l'l.h nur..

r VI a t ... acr. to writ. up fro. thlo ...... trip.
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1.....hool oJICI al.y. bo bOM.t IIId lOr... tbo Lonl. OIl ·oy..b r 18, 1901

.., tot .r toll doad.
•

"IIoth.r .arr1ed 0.. AI b••t .b. Gould. Sh. tr1ed to nn tho tara IIId

....u•••••tul t.r tour yoar.. "h. boy. l.tt ho.. and ..th.r hod to 11TO

up <h. tor. d WI work.d by tho day tor 50, p.r day. It ... at th1.

t1ao thot my ..th.r told .. .b. .ould not k••p •• 1n ••bool and ...t h.r

otb.r ob11&&t10n.. In my ..th.r' ••truggl•• and d1 ••ourag...nt••b.

_d. up h.r a1J1C1 to ~ry ap1n. I hated tb. _n ob••• to _rry and I

pload.d and boU.d in '1&1.. tor b.r aot to _rry bia. ... I ..w .., pllldill&'

wor. all 1n '1&1..)1

tNt I •• d.t.rained

d. up .,. a1nd to ~ry. I ......t roady to _rill

to ....t .tay witb thot .t.p-tath.r and probably I.t

..,..It taUed about, .0 I d.01ded to -rrr aJICI IOTO ., lood n ••• In .,

.0a11111 up, in ., .0-.lll1ty, 1t you lot youro.U taU.d about no 1..tell1&...t

tamily r ••ol..1.ld you. I.. o..ly .1ot.... wh... I _rr1.4.

" • f1rot Yllr at .ur _rr1ed l1t. IIY hu.band, Charl1.) work.d

... WI" tor .nly .12. a ....tb. H. th......rk.d 0.. ob r •• tor a 1011II t1ao.

'lb. yoar 1909 •• a yoar for .. to r ....bor al..y.. It ...

ouob a hard roar tor lhed do_ 0.. PII r1Y&r. HIre all\ tho I*Ipl.

I __bled, n ... tho wo picked bo"•• aad I __bled and l1Yod l1TO. at lIIt1-

uata1thtul. IIury a day I wi.hed I had aot bo... bora. I .opped

tor .ilt ....th.. I h..d on. dr... 1II:.1.h .ooted 5, a 7I.rd. I ...uld pull thlo

dr... ott d Il1&ht, ...h ad dr)' and pro.. and h y. it 0.. tho ..oot day. I

otto.. tolt thot I oould DDt 10 0", but I .ould bllr ., _rr1o.&' yon

r11111inl in .., oar., 'For bott r or ...roo' I .ould ••• to hoar., tdh.r

lIy11111, 'U.y. bo ~o...ot, be a lady.' I _d. up .., a11l11 thot I would .tand

up, tlko ., lot but .0..t1ao. I cur.ed, .o_ti... I .r1ed, ••ldo. laU&hed
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••h.d at I11&b.t, pr...od &lid put on the n.xt d.r. SoJNt1M. I t.lt that I oould

not Co but I ••_d to hoar wr _rri ....... ri iag iD wr oar., "tor battor

or wor•••" I O-ould ••• t.o b_r rather .7, "&1-.,.. b. honeat, be • lady."

I _d. up ., 0I1Dd thd I wuld naIId up. 0 do thi. oo_U.... I oun.d, 00_

t1ao1 I oriod, oo.ni..1 I la .d &lid Ott.1I prarod .1Id I kllOW' that it .1 &lid

rarlr 10 nUl koo i,. ...

I told wr w.bnd that I did DOt lit to rail. wr ohUd"a do_ on that

rlY.r, h. atod to Ita:(. I •• dotoraillod that I wuld DOt otar do_ thorl.

I ron] bar haY1nl road,"J1:.op tla" tr.. tire &Ild UI. troa paiag." I loarn.d

that pabUng __ or 10 .. or1M that bri,," • oun. 011 ito 0_ head. It 11l-

ftlu.1 • broaoh ot the tea .0_1I....lIto. obill&ton, the tirot pr.lid.at ot ,

thl Ullitad Stat•• 1&1d, "Th. II who trealurel caablinc il the .hild ot oftri••

other ot illiquitr. Th. d.Til ill...lltod it .1 • trap to cat.b lu.kln. So

lt ltart. with. dollar &lid .nd. with. aortlraC. • .a h. letl broke b.

aortl&&". Jthi.. h. haG to CraUtr h10 au" Ion tor pabliQI. Old doddr

rooltor 11 cot. bett.r riAOiplo tor whoa ho oroWl hO'1 plo

with b10 t&aUr nU. tho bl.r 10 ill 10.. high bulldi or 1•• diD pabliQI

bJ • dia liCht. Be .,.. ot hi••tolldi.. 011 cornor. illdulCing .oap&llr dia-

nlpe.ting h10 roariJl&. I _d. u ., ailld that th10 wuld be too •• lot tor

wr 0011. 80 I torcod hue to acT. to Tror wh.re •• otarod tw rean ...

tb.1I _Tod to HeIlr7 c...ntr. wrkod tb.r. on Ihar... I wrkod all tho tiM.

I .Ihod tor wr loabJ at 110011. I wuld .0" out tho tield at Il1cbt, loatho &lid

t.od ., c!'U r.II, I wuld oook ., d....rt lid 01... u" wr bOil... I ruld tok•

., loatb &lid th.n lit do_ ... road the bible or 00.. othor cood book untU t

or tbre. o· olock ill the aorll1nc .1Id th.1I h.... breaktoot at tOllr. On. niltht I

would 0 to bod earlr .1Id then the lI.xt Il1cht I wuld otudr. I .ntod to k••

b dCht ot the Cirle who bad tinilbod 8Gbool. I .nt.d to kIlO. what tb. prea.h.r


















