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"I been FauJ,I he said at lat, "an' I ain't proud of .ollle

of th' thinga I done. I never did knov no _ an' daddy. SOllie .aid I va a

~vood colt, but they never said it to lIlY feee. ~ay, I va gived B>lay. I va

"glved to a 01' man n&lIIed Sears over on th' riverl lIIe en' a girl they said

vas my alater.

"That 01' man nigh 'bout vorked lIIe to death. Be had a blg flU"lll
•

over thar, en' lt got to vbar I va doln' je.t 'bout everythiDg. I stood lt

'til I'.e fifteen year old, an' then I runned B>lay. Ile kotched lIIe th' first

time an' vhooped ... 'til lIlY 01' jacket etuck to lIlY back. lt va sO fUll of

blood. But I lIllde "" lIlY IIl1ll4 he van't go'nter keep lIIe. lIut tlsle I runned

B>lay, 1t va in th' night, an' I crossed th' river an' set out down th' roed.

I kept on galn',.an' 'l!ore I knoved lt, I'seln Se1llla.

I I tell you, I va so hoDgry lIhen I got thar, an' I'd drunk so much

water, that lIlY beUy thought I'd took ln vaahin'. I've heerd folks say the1

vouldn't bag fer nothin' if the1 va starvin' to death: but tha1 jest ain't

never besn hoDgr1 enu!f. I vent Up to a house an' I begged, an' I got some

coffee an' some cornbread. I a1n't never taded nothin' so good a that, an'

I ..en good vittles in lIlY ti.e.

"T},ey va a clrcus thar ln Se1llla, en' I'd not seed one batore in

lIlY Ufe. I je.t comed Up on it lIhile I'se velkin,' an' I vent up..", eII__

b01-like, to Usten to th' muslc. The1 va tsldn' down ons of th'

tent., en vhen I'se stendln' thar goggle-e1ed, a lIIen cOllie up on lIIS. Be says,

'B01, you look stout; 10U venta vork!' .ln' veU, I va need1n' e job 'bout as
•

bad as a bod;y could. I pitched ln rlght thar, an' I done so good that the1

took .e elODg ln th' vork gang.

"I done ell right, too. I va 'bout sllt foot high thsn, en' velghed

clo.' ter tvo buDdert pound. I vas 11ke a Olt, an' couldn't none of them lIIen

outvork me. But lIlY dender kept risln' up, an' if I'd had bu€:-scnse I'd a
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Jcnoved trouble vaa COOlin'. I'd keep gittin' rtlIf dander up when th' boe...men'd

come 'round vith hi. cU881n' en' bul111n'. I'd b'l1 1n rtlIf 1nnerde vhen he'd

kick a nigger. en' I got to think1n' vhat vas go'nter happen 1f he ever

kicked me.

"He veren't high &8 lie. but he vas bread en' built cloe to th'

ground. He d1dn't haTe no good side to h1m-he vas je.t meen as hell-en' even

when he vas 1n good humor. you knowed he vas je.t a rattlesnake 1n th' ew>-

shine. You Jcnoved there veren't nothin"bout hill that vas SIJ'! good ....tell.

"Well••1r. I let a repe .Up one dq. en' he COOled 'round to vher

I vas. We vas at a little town 1n North Ca'lina. en' that'. a good p1ece from

b;yar. He etarted cus.1n' me. callin' me th1nge that .hoved me ther vas go'nter

be trouble. Then. 'fore I Jcnoved vhat vas happen1n,' he kicked me.

"I reached down on th' greun'. and I got rtlIf finger. on a .ledge h.mer

that vas l11n' thar. I .aid. 'You .on-of-....bitch. you Idck me je.t one more

time en' I'U Idll you. So he'p me rtlIf good God. 1
'
11 knock 7O'r braine down

•

folr throat.' •

"1'11 .ey thi. fer him: he veren't no coverd. He je.t looked at me

a .econd or tvo, en' then he COOled t'verd me. I knowed he meent bus1n... : I

had to pertelt JlYBalf. I rai.ed that lumnU en' I knocked h1II 1n th' heed
.1

.0 hard that he fell 11ke a;.

nobody try to kotch me. I gue.e

CI:I:. I run 11ke hall. then, but didn't

ever'body W&8 glad.

"To thi. dey. I don't knov vhat become of him. He might-a died. fer I

hi t him a .olid l1ck. S1nce I got ral1gion. I prey 'bout 1t eomet1me.. but I

ain't never been able to feel .orry 'bout 1t. He axed fer 1t, an' 1f he got

well, I bet he didn't Idck nobody else fer a long time."

George .tuffed hie p1pe vi th .ack tobacco &<:ain, .truck a match on the

pineboerd noor. end puffed .Uently for a ffIW momenta.

"It lx>ok me mor'n a month to glt back nyar. I wa. ra<:ged an' hongry.
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an' I didn't have no trienda to go to, but I made up JlfiI mind I ,eren't goin'
weren1t

hack to 011 man Seara'. I'oe teel1n' grown nov, an' I knoved I/~goin'

to take no more beatin' e trom him. I knowed I'd kill him 1! he ever la1d a

hand on me, ter I couldn't even think Ibout hi.. an' not burn ln JlfiI haad. Some-

ti..es I thought 'bout that gel that WlUl s'possd to be JlfiI s1Bt8r, but I never

knowed that sha vas. She was a little 01' sldImY, light-ha1red gal, an' she

never tavered me. Some tolka sq I got Indian blood, I wouldn't know. But I

gusn I done th1nge in JlfiI t1me bed as a Indien.

"I done things that th' good God won't ever torglTe me !er. When I

comed. back, I didn't have no triends 'cept 'rom Green, a nigger that 11ved

down ln Coosa Count,. 'bout thl bend. I went down thar with him, an' he Wal as

bad a nigger as I vas a vhite Ilan. I took to card plqin' an' whisk:,- dr1nk1n'

down thar. an' we ra1sed so much hell that we driv' hie 01' vomen plumb out-a

th' house. When we'd glve out-n whiske,., we'd jest make us some more en' go

right ehead ra1sln' hell.

"A btnch ot niggel'll who worked at th' Jackeon elDllll1ll over at th'

'V
Spr1ngll usta coce down to 'rom's house on Sundqs, an' 'rom en me'd plq cards

\ .
wi th 'em an' take what the,- had. ~at 's one ot th' thi"f" I won It ever be

terglv'tter. There was them po'r nlggere vho'd pt me;ybe three dollars

"om Saturdq, en' then 'ro'" en
'

..eld glt 'em drunk an' tlke ever,.thing thq

had. You see this scar on th' Blde ot JlfiI heed! \/e11, I got 1t rlght thar•
•

A craz,- drunk nigger glved lt to me with a butcher kn1!e •

• I s tqed down thar ln them woods 'tll I was goln' on went,. :rear

old. 'rom an' me Wal makin
'

whiskey an' gamb11n' an' !lshin' a 11ttle !er a

livin', an' we was doln l good. But then one Saturdq, 'rom got full ot 11kker

an' went over th' mountain to a alDllll1ll that bed started runnln' over thar.

The,. Val a blmch ot niggers workin' at th' lIl1ll, an' one ot 'n Wal a nigger

DlI!!led Doc, who bed a tell, yeller gel fer a woman that made 'rOil'S outh
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water. Tom .aw her once. an' then he comed to me an' said that he couldn't

look at 'er an' stand still. Th' thoU8ht. of her Jest runned ell over him;

an' than. that Saturdq he got likkered up.

"R.. headed Itraight fer that Doc's shack 'spite ell th' wq I bsgged

h1m to stq B>lq. Re had a pistol in hi. overell pocket. an' I knowed that ha

was gain' att..r what he wanted. I b..gged him right to th' door hadin' up to

th' shack. but they _sn't no thin , could be don... He vent up tbar and valked

in thl door.

"Re waan' t no sooner in than Doc's woman started hollerin'. I was

stend1n' out in th' road vatch1n'. fer I knowed Tom was drunk to shoot

ms if I tried to .top him. Th! door was op..n a littl... an' I could ..... him

wraatlin' with that ;yeller gel. an' her .crsem1n' like she was in a bed of

snakes. Il1ggers start..d runnin' out of ell th' shacks. an' soms of 'em headed

straight fsr th' sawmill boiler room.

"I knowed than that thar vea hell to pq. fer that was wbar Doe

was vorkin'. In no tim......Wl. he comrrunn1n' t'ward his shack. en' he had

rifle in hi. bend. He stopped out in th' front yard. an' he

eslled out. 'Come out-a 'I1IJ' house. nigg..r. or I'm eomin' att..r you.'
'R.. hadn't no more then said it when Tom com~ th' door. R.. didn't

sq a thing. he J... t lBTeled down with hi. pistol an' .tarted shootin' at

Doo--I don't know how many times. But Doe jest stepped back of a trse thar

in th' yard an' vai ted 'til To had flniahad. Then he raised that rifle to

his should..r.

"I nev..r ...ed a shot galged b..tter'n that one. Tom stepped back from

th' door. k1nder to on.. side. but Doe seemed to know wbar he vas stsndin.'

R.. shot throU8h th l wall 'bout two f ..et from th' door. an' that bull..t got

Tom right thrOU<:h th' b ..lly. We runned up to th' house ani he was dead. Th'

gel was under thl bed.
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'Wov I'm th' sort that movs what side my bread'a buttered on.

I moved the& people might a...,. I VlUl Tom'a friend an' have it in fer me. But

vhen I aeed he waa dead, I mowed that a deed IIl821 can't do no thin , fer no-

bo~. So I started cuss1n' him right an' left, an' tol'
,

Doc that I d see .,..

th' lav didn't do nothin' to him. I did that, too, fer I ve;nt over to th'

count,. aeat at Beckford an' helped aee that the,. didn't bother him. Tj,e,. Jest

bad a li ttle hearin', an' then the,. turned him loose.

'1 didn't lose nothin , b,. tellin' vhat I mowed. T},e,. VlUl a ,.0Wl8

IIl821 l>IllIIed Rughsa vho VlUl runnin' th' sawm1ll, an' he told me that ha VlUl

to thank me fer vhat I'd done fer his nigger. Well, sir. I seed that th' tims

VlUl right, an' I a:ced him fer a Job. He glved it to me, an' that's vhar I

started out s_llin'.

'1 VlUl a grownup 1Il821, an' I VlUl lUI tough an' lUI stout lUI a mule.

At firlt, I helped fire th' b'iler, totin' slabl fer it, but then one d...,. Mr.

!!ughes com~ to me. He s...,.s, 'I'm short in th' voods, George; I need

loggerl out thar. How'd ,.ou like to tr,. ,.o'r ben"- at it?' I tol' him that I'd

11ke it fine, an' th' next ds;y, I VlUl pullin' at th' end of a cro8lcut sew.

'Yell, sir, I bad som'pun happen out thar that glved me a le8l0n.

I don't min' tellin' ,.ou 'bout it, fer it's got f'unnT to me now. Tj,Q7 VlUI a

little 01' lIan helpin' me ."_a__.ns"ed Davil, an' he weren't nothin' but

a runt. ThI !1rst til!l8 I seed him I vanted to lllngh, fer it VlUI ~fUDn,.

to th1nlc he could keep up with me on a """.

''l!h' second ds;y I vorked out thar, he VlUI goin' in to th' c0J:llll188&r,.

fer ao.. 'pun, an' I glved him a dime an' a:ced him to glt lie sOlie 'baccar. He

VlUI gone a couple of hOurI, en' when he comed back he seetled might,. vorried.

He COI!l8 right to lie, an' he laid, 'George, I done lost that dille of ,.our'n;

1 1ll PQ7 it back come Saturda;r.' An' I WlUl wantin' 'baccer, an' I got mad lUI

hell. I laid, 'You stole my lion.,..'
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I Well, dr. he stre1ghtened up his 11ttle aI' wi.ened le1f. an'

he laid, 'That's a 11e.
'

HI Val white aI a sheet, an' he Val tremb11n' 11ke

he vas go'nter fell to pieces. I knoved he Val scared aI a rabbit, so I

took a step t'vard him an' le1d. 'It ;you I~ thet eg'in. I'll Ilep yo'r

face.' He comed right back at me. He laid. 'It's a 11_a double-dogied 11el'

"They Val juat ua tva av~ out thar in th' voodB-mlleB 11118Y

from th' ClOBBlt s01ll. I ri. up JIq arm, an' I elapped his face BO hard that

it cracked l1lr:e th' ltinger on a covhide vhip. I Ilepped it thet hard, an'

than I turned to valle off.

"I've Btirred up a ;yeller jacket nest men;y a time. an' I've heel 'am

git over me falter'n a country bo;y pickl.n' a banjer. but I ain't never heel

no thin , git on me aI fait aI that driea.-up 11ttle aI' man. We Val standin'

on th' dde of a Wl. an' he comed at me heed firlt. Hil ah01llderl hit me

in the belly, an' I vent down on JIq back, with my head p'inted down th' hill,

an' -.;y feet p'inted up. It ell Val sudde....11lr:e. an' I co1lldn't a got up it

it'd bin th' and of th' vorld.

I I tried: to hi t at him from vhar I >laI l;r1nS. but he vain' t no­

vhar I hit. He Val jeBt 11ke a bant;y rooBter. an' he hit me in th' face so

faat that ;you co1lldn't a counted th' lickB. He jest Bit On JIq CheBt an'

beat"'" on my nose an' e;ye" an'mouth like he Val beatin' a dl'Ull. I co1lldn't

do nothin', 10 I laid, 'You have vhooped 118.' He got up than, but my e)'el

Val IVllled 'til it vaB all I co1lld do to Bee. an I my mouth felt 11ke it "as

big aI a ham.

'It'B a tunn;y thing, but I got to 11k1n' that 11ttle 01' man. He

tried to p~ me back m)' dime, but I >l01lldn't telr:e it. We >lent On autUn' 10gB

together. an' it veren' t long 'fore "e >laI might;y good friendB. An' it Val

him that I Val goin' to tell ;you 'bout--th' onl;y time in JIq lite I ever Val

>lhi te-e)'ed.
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a half a da,y. I was groved UP••0 I got ., IIl1nd on hann' a woaan of rq

own. I got to castin' 'round f.r on., an' I got rq mind .ot on a little

01' gel that lived ov.r on th' P.ter.' Plac•• Her ma was pas.ed on, en'

her pa wasn't doin' no good at keopln' h.r up. She was ragged as a Can of

krSllt. H.r pa was too busy rabin' h.ll to IIl1nd att.r her, an' I knowed

h.'d be gled to gi t rid of her.

"en. da,y I axed hill 'bout it, an' he aaid he dldn't mind. I

traipaed ov.r ther a couple of tll1e. an' dld a littl. purty telldn' to th'

gel, an' one da,y I tol' her I wented her to come an'lin with IDe that it

vas all fb"d with her pa. She .tudied 'bout it fer a minute or tvo, but I

guna .he wae glad to com•• She'd had a hell of a Ufe ther wher ahe waa.

I tuk her to ., ahack that night, an' ahe kotched on right off.....ren' t

no tim. 'fore .ha had th' place lookin' better-.crubbed clean as a whi.tle-

"", .he planted .ome nowera out ln th' yard.

"Sha never Was much purt:v, but .he was a good WO"""'. Her DaIIl8 was

T.raa .UJI'pn-er-other; I don't recollect ur pa'. nSIDe. Sha weren't half rq

.1ze-d1dn't welgh a hund.rt pound-but that je.t .ui ted ID•• I ellus have

11ked a little blt.y wonan. They don't giv. no troubl., .J the;v don't .at

•
much.

"I gue•• I loved her .om•• That b, I lov'" her fer ....hil•• But 11k.
V

I aaid, I'.e ua'ta raialn' hell, an' lt v.ren't long 'for. I got rq mlnd on
~

that eg'ln. I gue.a I' •• puny bad, but ahouldn't no wo""'" ever think .he can

put bit. ln a JIl8Il'a mouth. I recoll.ct that I COlDed home one da,y at CUnn....

tilDe, an' I was !=lgr:v end t'ard. She ellua had rq dlnner r.ady f.r ID., but

thi. tllD. th' hoe oak. _ren't quite don., .' U 'peered to me that .118

w.ren't doin' no thin , to halp thinga. Sh. was e1ttin' at a quilt ahe had

jIeng1n' frOID th'~ caul"', an' 1t made m. madd.r to .e. her .Utin'

thar vorkin' with a n••dl. an' thr.ad vhen I wa•• t

•

"', an' .h••hould
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a been in th' ldtchen. Vell, dr, I jeet giTe a =in' leap, an' I landed

s.'are in th' middle of that ~mned quilt. Dovn it comed, railin's an' all."

George lsughed boisteroualy, st8Zlping the floor with one of his
his

huge, socked feet. He slouched forward in the chair,!elbovs on his knees.

"I'll tellin' TaU this, fer I'll leed1n' "i' to a p'int. That little

01' valll8n ...as a.-feared of me, an' she kept her 1I0uth abet, no matter ...hat

I done. llut ell th' tille. aha ...eren't keepin' her 1I0Uth abet fer ever'bodT.

She ...as goin' "i' to Mister I!.Ighes' honee beh1n' Jq back, an' she ...as

tellin' him how bed I ...... treatin' her. That abovs no ...01ll8n can't be ~ted•
•

If theT are 11ke a IIlOUse 'l'OWld TOU, Yell, 70U oan bet tho shirt off'n

,.c'r back that theT're talldn' to eomebod,-. An' her talldn' her head off

to Mister l!ughee veren't doin' me no good, thou&!> I didn't knov'bout it

'til later. If I had knowed, I'd a busted 'er wide open.

"It all comed to a head one mornin' when I~weren't doin'

nothin' thet most an,.~ III8n wouldn't do. TheT wu a gal l1ved up on

•

tho

en'

hill 'bOTe Jq sheck, an' abe ...as a sight fer sore eylK-bi!'l"'Chested

broad hiP~' Well, I ain't denTin' that I'd been ...atcb1n' her fer

a long tille, en' I knowed that she had her 87es sot on DO S"T man can tall

whan a va..., wents 'la. She CODed to Jq place ev'r,- momin' for buttermllk

that I'se lettin' her folks haTe; an' on this pertlc'lar momin', she jeat

happened to kotch me right. ~t II1serable 11ttle 01' v""",n of mine vas

big with a bahT, an' I didn't haTe no eTea fer her.

"!],1a ga>dc;r 01' corn-fed gal comed saunterin' into th' ldtchan

that 1I0min', whan I Wlla sittin' thar gettln' Jq grub. I looked up an' seed

her, and she looked ".tter'n I'd ever seed her look before an' slla vu

smil1n' at me 11ke she was thinldn' 'bout th' same thing I vu. I guess

that's wh7 thO notion struc1c IIl8 all of a sudden. I knoved that Jq 01' "otten

Vila out at thO lot, an' th1nge Wlla sot jest right.
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"!lOW. I'll bUill' ;you. this. fer I'm leadin' up to a p'int. I

KOt up from th' table an' walked oYer to wbar that gel was standin'. She

didn't move a leg. I sqs. 'Ye'r kinder frhky. ain't ;youT.' an' she giggled

wo_like. Well. sir. I Jest eased -:r ...... 'bout her than. an' she was

soft as a feather bed. I was huggin' har liks all haU-I had sv'r;rthing

Jest like I wantad i t--when -:f old woman COOled in at th' door.

"She didn't sq nothin' at first; Jest stood tbar with her qes

buggin' out like a ch1~'s. I weren't geill' to let her faze .... so I Jest

kept on huggin'. but th' gel was squ1rmin' an' plWin l so bad. I couldn't

hold 'er. 'l'hen IIl7 01 1 lOman said. 'George. what are ;you doin'TI In' I comed
•

right back at her. I s&;ys. 'I'll havill' a geod time, mama."

'l'he giBllt figure straightened in the chair, and the buge hendl

c....e down upon the buge knees with a resounding smack. A burst of laughtsr

l"WiIbled froll the leaJher;r. bull-like throat.

"I guess ;ye'r woDdsrill' what thl p'int h," he said after &!fhile,

"Well, this h it. 'l'her ain't no sin 'bout nothin' like that 'le.. ;rou git
kotchad;
~ thaUs ell th' sin the;y h-gittin' kotched.1l

IWall, air, m;r 01' woman couldn't keep her month shet 'bout

that. neither. She went straight as a pigeon to llistar Ilughes. an' she

lIU8\-a toll him a bell;rfUl. In;rwqs, ha COOled up to me on th' Job a fflll

dqs later, an' I could see that he had his dander up. Re celled me to

One side. an' he sqs, 'DlqIl ;ro'r hide, ;you. oughtler be killed. SOl2ebod;r

ought'er take a shotgun an' blow th' skin off ;yo'r stink1n' bones.' I

tol' him somebod:\' had been to tin' a passel of lies, but he oqs, 'Don.t
•

be le;rin' nothin' off on that little women. I'd f e;you if it weren't

fer her. As it h, I I., ge'nm run ;you off this place if ever I h;yar of

;you mhtreatin' her eg'in.'

"~at shows you can't put no truat in a d8lDnsd women, but I knowed
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Mistar Ilu&bss Ilaant what he lsid. It got to worryin' lIa loma, far them vaa
it

hard t11lal, an' I couldn't 'ford to lOla no job. If! hadn't a-baen far

• that, I'd a buatscl. thet woma" a open, but I knowed if I tatcbad her lhe'd

go runn1n' to him. So I jsst b1ded my t1l1a.

"Th.,. waa a lIaatin' go1n' on 'bout that Uma, an' I dona a lot

of study1n' 'bout 1t. I knowed Il1star Ilu&bss vaa a churchly man, an' I got

to th1nldn' that I'd put m;r&alf 1n good with hill by j'1n1n' up; he'd dona

a heap of talk~ to "8-'bout how I'd o1J&ht'ar g1t myself nght

wi th thl God Almighty.

8Th' hardalt thing I avar dona vaa that. 01' Revarent Sard1s from

ovar at th' vau.,. vaa d01n' th' ballan,,', an' he vas th' dall' -daat

lJn>ocnts you STar saad. Be run a littla 01' atora vhen he varan't praach1n',

an' when a gel'd coma 1n thl Itora, ha'd try to ilfilIIp hug 'ar. I 'mallbar thsy

tol' ma that ona gel COiled in far a sack of sugar, an' that vhen ha tr1ed

to loTS 'ar up a littla she~ buated that sack of sugar ovar hil d.....ed

baad. Thall' lsid that ha could comb his hair far a vaak an' g1t anougll

sugar to swaaten his coffaa witho

"Yell, I went up thar to that masUn', an' my 01' woman trsipsscl.

elong with lIa aa proud aa a mother ¥rom. She d1dn't know no thin , 'bout

vhat I Wal doin' it far, so when va vllnt 1n an' lOt down, aha bsg1n lookin'

about happy-l1ka, wi th har li ttla 01' ayal vat aa a baby's bshinll, I sot

an' listaned to th' larmont, think1n' 'bout what a hypocnta 01' Sardil

vaa up thar on th' platform, ballar1n' 11ka he'd bust his throat open.

I nSTar liltened to '111, but vhen they Itartscl. th' s1ng1n', I vent an'

jlined up.

"I waln't nSTar 1n a church-hoUla blfora, an' I felt 11ka a darm'Od

fool. 01' Sardil ahuk hen'l with lIa, then sot lIa down on a banch 1n front

of ..vsr'body. Thsy Val th' IlOSt tsldn' on thar I "Tsr heard, with thell
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totin' a 11ttle blts,- ball,-. That keeps 'am from study1n' dev1laent."

Jgain. the roar of laughter burst from the blg throat. and again
the

the lNge hands were cl...,ped herd egaine t/1Nge knees.

"I donlt gueBB I'se as rough on Nora as I was rtlIf fust wom",,; but

that was on account of her worldn' to keep me 1n a good humor. Sometimes

l'd git drunk an' whale thl I!ell out-" her" time or two, but mostl,- I

tre"ted her "s good as ..",. woean ought'er be tre"ted. Donlt never be too,

good to one of lem. J.. wom",,'e 11ke a dumb an1mel-11ke a cow or a bltch

dog. You got to frail 'en with " stick now an' then to make 'em look up

to you.

"Why, I tell ,-ou sump'un; the,-'s been men wol.1dn' at loggin'

cups wher I been that benclJ.ed thalr 01
'

women 11ke they was gold dollars.
keep

'!'he,-'d pet 'em up. blq purt,-e fer 'em, anl /thslr be.ckeldes ldvered with

gled regs; "", then 01' George hyarld oome elong ""I teke 'sm fer hisself.

l'Te seed men that dldn't havs no sense 'bout handllnl women. You never

oughtler tell one of 'em that shs looks good, sr that MYbody'd havs ,''­

ICept ,-ou. She'll git to be11evin' lt if you tell 'er that, an' she'll

start struttln' 'round like a rooster thatls whooped ever'thing ln th'

country.ide.

'1 tol' Bore how things was go'nter be run, an' tha,- w"" runned

that w..,. fer mor'n 'levan ,-ears. Shs gived me six ,-oung'uns while we w,,"
to

llv1n' together, but she got/wher she weren't wuth keepln'. She got to

creeplnl 'bout thl house like a wood-legged womsn. 'an her hide got

"" ,-eller as a perslll1Don. I got to thinkln' once that l'd run 'er off-

shs weren't doln' me no good-but lt was fer th' best that I dldn l t.

She was :lIIiiijl< tuJc with" chill ons night, "", .he went out a e.w!Ul 10"",

"It'a golnter COI!l8 rtlIf time aOI!l8 d.a1, but I pr..,. to God I donlt

go out 11ke that women. It was swful. Sheld got to wher ahe talked a lot
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