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THE TENANT FAMILY
r. & Mrs. "Bull" 5lllott
and family.
Address: Lowndesboro, Ala.
aln Ctreet.
lhe ante-bellum couple
ir. % 8rs. Holly '(deceased)

The Holly House is one of the earliest evidences
of eivilization in the rim of Lowndesboroe, Alabama.
Its simple yet austere architecture and the dimming
effect of the passing years make it look as old as
Plymouth Hock. The house is a cottiage, two large rooms
forming the main part, a "lean to" (which comprises shed
rooms) to the rear and a hall running through the house
with a “doubdbtful” porch forming the frontage to com-
prise the entire unit,

Nature has beautified the background of the small
cottaze but of late years, residents have neglected 1it.
It is approached by a trodden footpath which passes
between many crepe myrtle bushes. One or two old irees
that waved as saplings over the heads of the Indlians,
are near the approach.

The time-worn cottage recalls many interesting
memories. 4in pre-war history it was the "nest” bulli
for a bonny bride of 1860. Today history opens at another
page. it houses a tenant farmer family, who in in-
teresting, deserving and pleasant, but are a different
class of people Lo those who reside in the proud pld
town, and like to recall that their forbears originated
the old schools and churches whose mouldering structures

sti.l stand and the cultural atmosphere that nothing can
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banish. 7The tenant fa;EEFE are a "misfit" in Lowndes
County and are limited in number. 7This household has a
personnel of eight, including father, mother and six
zirls. The oldest is sixteen--ithe age to be woman-ish
and think she "knows all the answers." Jhen there are
the "lap bady,"™ an infant and three othsr little girle
between. The husband is the local zarage man and is
also a tenant farmer. In addition his income is increased
by a world war pension received monghly. He is hard
sorking, respected and is known as a good provider. By
trade he is a mechanic but since moving to the community
a few years ago,he has and made contacts with a large
local planter who has long since had a foothold in local
agricultural so they operate farms together. The tenant
farmer beinz familiar with machinery, is the tractor man.
By this partnership he is enabled to get his land free
and his erop carried on at a small cost and also Lo work
in the garage.

The wife is a2 small woman in the garly forties and
on account of the many home duties and the excellent
care she takes of the six liittle girls, she is for it
indeed a near miracle how she turns out the amount of
work she does. ©Small and light in stature she does all
her worke-cooking, sewing, washing, eleaningz, with no
assistance. In addition she "tends a good garden; and
takes care of a cow and chickens. #Her little girls are
pretty, always neat and clean, wearing attitractive little

dresses, and being always as well dressed and shod as the

children of a well-to-do planter. Their appearance is
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proof of a capable moth; :.FShe gzives herself to work of
caring for her husband her home and her children, and
practices self denial. Pleasure except in the perfor-
mance of duty or recreation are to her an unknown
quanity. Pay in and day out she is busy from early morn
till during eve.

Her Sunday program does not vary from that of a week-
day with exception of the extra work in consequence of an
elaborate "unday dinner sometimes with guests. She has no
time to attend church and is too busy for the blucs and
snall social activities that offer the town's only re-
ereation. Her opinion is that a woman with responsibllities
and tasks as heavy as her own has no time for recreation.

To some extent she is discontented. On the rare
ceccasions when she visits she first bathes, and dresses
the two babies, then the same preparation is gone through
for herself. She goes then spend a part of an afternoon
with three old ladies who cannot get ocut much and are glad
to have some one coming in from the outside world. She
must carry a child in either arm and during the visit they
fret. 7The conversation is pursued between cries and com-
plaints of the babies is discontinued long enough Lo
pacify them and rummage the house to find something to
suit their fancy, home made cat; a metal door stop, a pipe
with which to blow soapbubbles; a wooden darning egge.

As sunset nears she thinks of the late household; her

husband's evening meal, the chickens to be put away so she

rises to go home with promises to come again, then rushes
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home more worn out than refreshed, the pleasure of the

evening based on exchange of 1deas about the last sermon,

how to exterminate insects from Lthe garden, and a new pattern
for a quilt. Everything seemingly went wrong during her
absence, filling the lamp was forgotten and Pimilar over-
sights, occasion supper to be very late. ihe head of the
home has had an exceedingly hard day and 1s hungry.

The small children who were not permitted to accompany
her are quarrelsome and difficult and a domestic storm
follows. Thereby she pays for her outing and mentally re-~
solves never Lo go anywhere again.

She does not take her pesition in life cheerfully.

“he resents the fact that she is on the outside although
ladylike in manner,neat and deserving. There are only a
very few families of this farm tenant type and these are
80 scattered and must work so hard they have no time for
soclal intercourse.

nesentful of the conditions surrounding her shrinks
from meeting her neighbors and never goes any where except
0 see Lhe three old ladies, whose habit is to land a
helping hand and extend a welcome Lo those whose pathway
in life is rougher than theirs.

Uldest of the six little girls is MAXINE who attends
high school and is an unusually attractive sixteen-year old
girl. She is a near-modern girl and gives a good time pre-
cedence over all else, boasting of eight "sweeoties."

She acceptis mone of the heavy work responsibilities as

her part, although larger and heavier than her mother and
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more able Lo carry on so;;-;} the farm work than her mother,
the latter having been reduced in stirength by hard work
and child-bearing.

Maxine was given free piano lessons by the kKindly
msic teacher in the community and plays nicely. She was
leader of the Four H, Girls' Club in the county and was
making good grades in Hayneville High School when some of
the "sweetles" crossed her path. Proud of her beauily nher
mother toiled a little more and made her dresses aAtiractive,
Sgaux were no item, attending the High School, she met Lhem
fcounty wide.” There are the games-~ball and footlba.il,
alfording lovely and wholesome recreation for the younger
set, so appealed Lo the tenanti farmer's daughter that school
was shelved as are important interest.,

There were dates and dates and more dates until she de-
cided not to even take the closing tests, which sent most
of her class into a higher grade,

The dates are rides at night mostly in cabs or trucks
with boys who haul or drive for some large planter. Joy
riding up and down the highway they stop here and there for
a cocoa-cola. Later hours mre kept and next day the school
hours are long and irksome, the lessons are unprepared, tLhis
interest in school is lost. “ext three little girls filling
the gap between Maxine and the two bables (one the "lap" boy
and the other about the walking aze) go to school.

The eldest gzirls are given sufficient money by the lather

to allow them to catech the through county passenger bus and

g0 intc the city on Saturdays, to see a picture, visit a




Alabama "Holly House". . e\ 6
WPA
" » _'

beauty shop for a hair cuf or, in the case ol the Lwo oldest,

a wave; when needed. The soecial line with children in
school is not so decidedly drawn so they have about a nice
time as the children who represent another station in life.
The home consists of four rooms with no conveniences what-
ever, no bathroom and heated with the large and ancient
fireplace in which wood is barnti. it is dilapidated in
every wey, and the dreaded leaks froam the more Lhan a cen-
tury old roof must be endured. A passerby would not
doudt the traditional age of the cottage from its appearance,
but is sure to be atiracted to it for the reason that it does
bespeak the type of home and the life of a long gone day.

dhen the rent date arrives there is a dramatic per-
formance on the village green. HNeighbors expect Lo wil=-
ness a pugilistic scene. The landlord is unwelcome. ihe
tenant claims its openess has caueed sickness in his
family, that the promised repairs have falled Lo malera-
lize. Also he will not vacate.

Houses are difficult to find but tenants are scarce
80 the outraged landlord hesitates to resort Lo extireme
measures, and walks away hoping for better luck next time
with co.lections.

In entering the house one is impressed with the age
of the home as it is emphasized everywhere, nor has an
atlempt been made by its occoupants to brighten it. svery=-
thing is spotless and in order, but no time 1is devoted

L0 macing 1t attractive.

lts furnishings are the mere necessities. 7The family
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does "nut go" in for anytHThg e¢lse. The mother could not

since her life is full, caring for the little "Halfl Dozen®
whose appearance and personalities reflect credited to
any mother.

After the shadows have fallen, the husband and wife rest
from thelr days toll, he with his pipe and she with a darning
basket in front of a cheery open fire. The days incidents
are emchanged and sometimes they talk of "handed over tra-
ditions” (by neighbors/ of another couple who in the long
ago enjoyed lifes Jjoys and sorrows as one. Who fought the
batile of life together on the game scene. Sometimes was
passed in chatting over the interesting history of this
lovely old couple.

ANK " were the bridal couple who made
the home that now is a mere shell and almost Just a memory
of the lost century, but memories ¢ling and linger. HMNuggile
was a belle in 1860, Frank was called to do his bit in
settling the confliet soon to feollow.

there were parental objection, and separation was

threatened by the war clouds, so they eloped in a hack to
Senton and were married. Che wore a red calico "Nother
Hudbbard." This shapeleses and unlovely was all she could
find in a house hostile Lo her lover and suspicions of their

1.-1.1 o T .
s CRLEET @

Life was not kind to them and their trials were many

they continuously performed small deeds of kindness.

wd

nt

%0 call for ald at their door was in valn, and the sunshine

they gave others reflected happiness over them. No distance

-
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too far or weather too bad for MNuggle in case of 1ll-
negss and trouble. No needy Negro in sickness was for-
gotten., In case of death she was the first arrival if
not already at the bedside. 1t 1is legendary that in event
of a death her brother-in-law the resident physiclan had
ministered to the deceased she shrouded them and frank drove
them tc the cemetery, making the exit a "Tamlily affair.”
This of course is a2 local tale, but for perhaps hald
a centuzy Frank did drive the dead in this family to the
cemetery, using a wagon drawn by the family horse or mule;
and he always drove with his pipe l1lit and coat sleeves
rolled to the elbow.
their home was the home of the local telephone office
and Frank was in charge. In his later years hils hearing
became defective and during his evening "nap" he would
tie a string connecting the telephone bell to his Loes,

bered now

—

80 the ringing would awaken him, He is remea
delivering his death messages. The older element of the
village dreaded his approach lest tLthe message contailn
bad news. The young people antieipated date-making and
halled him with Jjoy.

ihe grand old couple looked out of the west window

togethey. On a beantiful Easter morn she passed out. 7The

time was fitting. He soon joined her.

Iﬂ,l_._:A
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eway. He continued to preses his claim and finally admitted on trial
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Senpenber 18. 1898, Il11 health prompted him to come South, Ee waa lured

by the werm mild climate,and with his wife Pegegy, made the long tiresome
hazardous trip. The journey wee both deangerous and difficult, but to
Dow perils were a flascination, In his journals which have been sacredly
rept, he tells of these many perils and adventures emong the wild tribes
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Any feature of the uncivilized and the wilderness appealed fo him,
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1izht, especielly in the piney woods country. Fuge plles of stiraw was
rake which served aes e bed and he would be lulled to sleep by the
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that the resinols rézions possessed A curative povwer IOoTr nNls BAladY. A
insular chanter in his 1ife was a ¢ t deeire 2nd famncy to prea h to the

ginsgulay chantel O N18 1116 wWas o b O LI'C I I Y O I'E 4] O WE
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Roman Vatholics and hearing Ireland was thelr greatest stronghold, he

would thither, but hie ma thway was not strewn with roses by any means,

He requested a leave of absence fr« he Conference in order to meke the

trip road, but the reguest was nct granted and he tookx the leave of absence

anyway asainst their advice and entrest ies, IHe consumed about twenty months

on this trip, preachin he gospel imcescantly and attending camp meetings,
Not withstanding he had made the European tour sgainst the authoritly

»f the Conference e resumed preaching on his return and remained on "trial,"®
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However, he could not gstand the test and his name was soon dropped fromthe
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of heavins him nrench there in itsearly history.
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The tradition, art, is th Sam Manac, the half-breed, who founded
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the latter place and for wom 1t wae n y HELV JUW QUILNE 18 Venderings

through the wilds and led him to that altar. Union Church,now obscure,

holds an intereding part in the early history of Lpwndes, Dow, the first

1 3 11T A 4 o mA in Alah .l had .
man who pasced the holy worde around and arounc in Alabama, preached there,
. % -~ - 5 | 5 s
The Greveg family, ancestors of Alabama's ex-governor, worshirped at that
@ Graves famil; DY
[ 1 e _ . 3 - a 3 b 1 27 4 =
altar, BSome cf which eleep in the nearby churchyard, and it is built in

a hundred ye=ars ago.

Rev, Dow died February 2, 1834, in Georgzetown, D.C., was buried neer
Wwashington, but remains were removed and re-buried in Oakhill Cemetery, near
Georgetown,

He had one son, Neal, who was “rigadier in Union Army snd anthor of
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Jim

radlev /was the victim of a shot intended for another and

fell dead instantly surrounded by & large crowd of colored revelers
- ™We

at a Saturday night Negro supper at Goat “ottom on hte Hayneville

highway a2 mile South of road #20. Jim was a "high roller" in the

solored sans and was always in "readiness" with his dice, "bottle on

the hip" and a good disposition.

r asome one "snuffed out" from the no.

He went once t00 many. That night he was carried home. On the
dance floor he was standing by a young Negro man who was teaching his
gal to do the "Pig Apple." The gal was "totine" double. "Moochie"

sver other admirer, "on the outside looking in" shot at the big

Apple teacher through the mind. He hit Jim instead who paid

MOIDAY-the day appointed for the last sad rites to ake place,

dswned brisht and clear in answer to the prayers of th colored ele-

r"'n

5

nt livine on the large plantations within a radius of twenty miles.

The "oration" svoread like wild fire! A man had been shot! The

funeral was to be an EVENT. Jim was considered according to their
estimate 2 "Bigz Shot". “e owned a real live mutomobile, an antiquated
Whippet.

He onerated a farm and also e nice dairy from which he shipped

I n

ieans

&
eream, ziving him 2 neat sheck bi-monthly. His "] always were

ell, a nice well kept little church

situated in a shaded and a2lmost sequestered woodland, was the scene

i
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A Fuaneral

nf what nroved to be the most sensatlionsa funeral in the memory of 1ts

:".-1111*:: in advanc cTOoOwds were pourins in from all sides.

relatives, associate memebers of his "eity." (Home Miesion SQCiEt?)
But the greater number were curosity bent. Member of his Society

had to pay $1.00 if they failed to attend. The many, with the curious
maotive were in no wise disappointed, as they got an ear full. TFrom a

el
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nsational angle he second hand cars, wagons, bufgles and the piloneer
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Pinallv the "cession" was coming end arrived at the door. Jim

d 2 small monthly due 25¢ for a year Oor more. wereby in

The "Ceaglum” in which his remains rested was in his wagon used
'n the farm and was drawn by two stout mules. T%e anproach to the
humble shrine of worship inspired many by-gone memories. lemories
+# dave when the dermarted Bro. had hauled material with the same deast
p 1 P . s had avn Bedineo laad 1"
of burden to construct the church, of when he had dDeen "Tring leader
in the came of "Seten come below" in a nearby thicret of pine, the

{
t
g .
C
¥
)
o
1]
-
o
bl
L |
i8]
@
B
cr
3
o
-
',_.l
p—d
i
D
i
cr
|_J
-
3
D
-
1]
3
»
- |
%
®

‘-' 3 k| | % - 'F.
sround.” Fut these were but memories and Jim's days in the realms of

carp-shootine were air and he was meeting his maker to give a final
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settlement charged against all crap-shooting, hog lifting, etc., etlc.
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that it was a2 zreat pity that so much moneys worth had to be hidden
2 1 - - - - -

under the Zrounda tTo rov.

‘asum to zet one last peep, with much weeping and wallings and excla-

mations Goodbyve Brer Jim. I'se gwin ter meet you in Zelen, God bless

e soul of us depart in brethern, etc., etec., when sufficient

o

vad been worked up and nandemonium was at its peak Hev, Whitt
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called ¢ evcitement to order anc gave oul tAs heautiful son Swin
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"And in hell he lifted up his eyes being in torments" this was
said amid screams and mourns and the minister to make sure he was
weard descended from the pulpnit and "ranted" up and down the floor bdy
the "Casl-un. " pointins at the remains and remindings him of this or that
sin in hie life. cut down not like a flower, but on the ballroom flo'.
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Marie Reesge
Lowndes County, Ala,

LIFE ROMANCE OF WILLIS BREWER

T

With heavy hearts they were coming: back! The long dusty road seem-

ed endless to the tired and worn out feet who had the tramp tramp of war
for four years. This endless road was strewn with many returning soldiers
%#ho were but ghostly shadows of those who rode away in pride and in hope.

The trail in places was marked with bloody footprints. They were
hungry, disheartened and naked, Among these was one just on the verge of
young manhood was putting out his utmost best to reach home. Pale and
tattered so that he was but a wreck of the handsome lad who rode away.

He was trudging along the Mississippi highway which lead to Livingston,
Alabama (his home).

Would the road never end! He was almogt given out, but a hope gave
him heart to try on, At the end of the journey was Mother, home and sweet-
est of all there waiting for him would be Rosalie! Sumter had called every
available man when those dark war clouds of '61 overhung the South. 014
men, young men, stepping in line in defense of their country, in defense of
home and loved ones and was there not"Rosalie." And now they were return-
ing in the black days of '65.

As wealkness was about to overcome this struggling home coming soldier.
An old rattletrap of a vehicle driven by an aged Darkie came along and of-
fered a "1ift". After an exchange of a few words the ex-glave slowly rubbed
his head and said "Bless Lord dis is Mars Willis!" The returning soldier
weary and faint fell into the arms of "Dle Abe.®

From his worn and tattered apparel two books dropped thatlmd been
cherished and guarded through the four years struggle. To the literate

obgerver the fine station handwriting of Jane Hadden Brewer could be seen




Alabama ~ Life Romance of Willis Brewer.

in the bible she had given him as a telisman against evil, The other, a
copy of Byrons Poems, on the fly leaf of this was written, from R, to W.
As time passed Sumter rallied and turned their faces to the future. The
boys who had defended them so valiantly should have some happiness.

Festivities were proposed. Among them the gallant Willis was happiest
of all with his Rosalie, the fragile orchid beauty. A wedding was planned,
During the beautiful twilight strolls, his flute like voice was heard singing
"Rosalie The Prairie Flower."

Alags! a few days later she lay on a bed of flowers cold in death and
clad in the "made over" satin gown that was to have been her wedding dres.
Forcibly they had to take her cold stiff body from his arms., He left the
state, which was in a reconstruction confusion., Carpet baggers and in-
Justices were imposing on the South{ The cry from worthwhile parties was
Brewer come back! Lowndes needs you, Your fiery press articles will re-
store faith in the people and will be a powerful instrument in exposing the
corruption and in reconstruction., IHe came back and was a power in this sec-~
tion of the state till his death,

He sleepe in a granite house seven miles west of Montgomery. A gentle
swishing is heard overhead, Is it the sighing Pines overhead or is it the
rustling of an ivory satin gown whose folds drop the orchid like beauty

that was to have been his bride?

2/20/39
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1 Marie Reese
Lowndesboro, Ala.

Story of (Mrs. Abbie Grumbles )and
Family, ziven by her during inter-
view 11-7-38

Address: Hayneville, 4Alabama.

THE FOUR GENERATIONS.

On the outskirts of Hayneville, along the thoroughfare and almost under
the shadows of the historical Court House is a small white cottage
which shelters four generations. The great-grand-mother heads the

list which is ended with 2 most adorable baby girl whom they have

named Ernestine.

A bright warm spring-like afternoon was chosen for my visit to
the cottage, the weather was so warm and every where go delightful out-
doors and the tiny girl was out on the green playing with a little
Pickaniny who had her in charge or rather the colored girl was playing
with her., As I made my approach the picture even though in a mist
desolate setting was pretty and appealing.

Nine months 0ld Ernestine was exceedingly pretty and attractive
wag trying to toddle around clinging on to the skirts of the pickaniny.
I later learned that the grown ups in the household were trying to
teach her to nurse herself, as they were not able to hire a nurse
and none of them had time, but the baby girl seemed to be learning the
importance of self reliance and was"getting bynall right, as she was
unusually drigzht and independent. The colored girl, it was explained
would come over evenings and take charge of Ernestine for the cold
"left overs" from the noon meal.

Jittle Ernestine adored her outlet into the warm and glorious
sunshine and she adored her black playmate. At any rate it was a
great improvement on the rest of her hours which were nassed shut in
with the grown people and hemmed in a corner with an old trunk or

chair arranged across the corner to prevent her from getting out.




‘ iy 2 The Four CGenerations

Passing on and traversing a footpath worn through the grass and
weeds, I reached the porch where the grandmother was sitting in the
swing resting after having washed dishes, cooking things, ete., etc.,
from dinner. She greeted me most pleasantly, but when I asked how she
was and how they all were getting on, she told me her story which consist-
ing of endless complainte and into which not a word of hope or pleasant-

ness entered except she was glad to see me, as no one come to seem them

or was willing to help them in any way and she was getting on by the

hardest and her rheumatic lanes (?) were getting worse every day. 1;2%¢f

I'm in a position to know that two out of the four draw Governmen{\*fﬂﬁ
checks regularly. However, small, they are a big help.

The personnel of the cottage consiste of four generations--great-
grand mother,grandmother, the deughter just over the borderland of High
school age and the little Fairy playing on the green who was a most
unwelcome addition in the home. The two "grands" had "rheumatics"in
their" jints" and had sefved their time"nussing too" and the young mother
had to work out zs the "bread winner."

She said Mrs. K---who came first on the list of quartettes--and who
was her mother and the great-grand mother, was "there on her." At her
aze of eighty-one years she too had served her days of usefulness and
was not fit to do anything but eat. She was old, decrepid, had misery
gome where 2ll the time and 2 "powerful® bad heart, so of course she had
to be "nussed" part time also. This was hard on them as the old lady was
fractious and hard to please. There was a son some place "gitting good
money," but had a young wife to support and would not send the aged mother
any, and put her off on poor me.”

Mrg, K-=- wag off on a visit so I missed talking with her. Just

previous to my arrival friends from out of town went to see her and




3 The Four Cenerations

carried her in a2 car to their home for a "change," 1ifted her into the
car and wrapped her snugly and drove away to the delight of the ageiyoman.
Her daughter, the lady from whom I was getting details said her mo ther
"oot sory" over the anticipated visit and forget how much misery she had
in her back and "jints." Also said she knew the aged visitor was going to
have a good time ss the friends were "powerful good livers and there would
be big doin's" and good eatins." Said she was glad for herself as she
would have to "rud her ma" at night on account of her misery, etc., and
sitting up half of the night made her "pest broken" the next day, and added
she hoped her ma would git home before the next check day, as they owed out
the mainest part of 1it,
M. K-—-it seems "cashes in" on her age as she is getting some kind |
of pension, paysble monthly and amounting to ten or twelve dollars, she
disremembered which, but was informed that it was far from Deing adequate,

and none was léft to buy rations and she had to eat to live. s ¢\
VPA %}

Furthermore stated that the aged narent had "the fluttering of the ”x;f ifﬁ
heart (a2 bad heart) and had to pay out lots for medicine as no body was
giving away anything and she couldn't do without it. Dr. told her she had
to take Eigotalis the rest of her life. S0 many drops of the mean nasty
stuff three times 2 day or her heart would "flutter" and she would "sho"
die and that costs zood money too. 4And another thing, she had to make a
monthly payment of $2.50 for burial insurance, to come, but the discouraging
feature of that was you have to die to get anything. So you see after’the
Dizotalis and insurance bill the small pension check soon vanishes. Every
now end then she would exoress a hope that the pensioner would return before
check day, and on the gy take 2 dip of snuff.,

Mre. G,=-the grandmother and second to oldest of the four was telling

me she owned the home and there was "nary" scratch on it, but they were

setting along by the very "hardest." and she didn't have the first penny to
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call her own, but was scratching along and trusting in God. The house was
a very nice four-room cottage set in an acreage of excellent land, which
was adaptable to raising corn, vegetables or any reasonable food products.
There was also sufficient room for a cow and poultry run, dbut none of

this was taken advantage of. The contents of the house was in keeping with

that type of people and met their accustomed needs but the exterior

surroundings were bleak and bare and they threw away the opportunity of
making or raising a near living around them. 3ut as she went on to excuse,
they were a bunch of "poor wimmen folks" and couldn't do that kind of work,
but she tried to raise a vegetable garden.

"Nary a chicken on the yard. Colera and sorehead got among my chicken
and turkeys and every one died. The draught parched my garden up as dry
as if biting’ water was poured on it, and the long hard winter coming on."

"I have to buy every stick of wood I use and pay to have my water /[ |
hauled. The place is dry as a bone, no water or wood. Probate Judge l\ﬂTmA _I

¥ ¥
Leatherwood who dropped dead with fluttering of his heart last year had
all my water to drink, cook with and wash with, hauled to me and never
charged me on red penny. I know he is séttin' in Heaven 'cause he helped poor
folks and he sho will speak to you every time he sees you. One good man |
she gave to Glory! God bless him, we 21l poor "widow wimmen," no man folks
to help (more generous dips on the sly) Mrs, G---is a large "stoutish"
woman of fifty-eight, able to handle most any working situation. Has a
pepper and salt "bob" with some kind of permanent.

She can neither read or write and was reared in the vicinity of free
education. She claims that early field work wore her out and was not able
to do anything. "Down in the back" and rheumatism in her links. "I never
gee & well day" she says and am all rest broken all the time from rubbing
Ma's "jints."

Going down her list of comnlaints, she comes to her daughter, the
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mother of pretty little Ernestine, whom we shall call Mary in this story,

Mary as mentioned above has just entered into young womanhood, and has a

bad luck story also. She is a tall handsome and attractive girl. She unlike
her ancestors had a high school education. During vacation she was giving a

a job by WPA cutting out garments for sewing project at seven dollars per week,
no expense as the center was located near. The work her mother said was too
hard (she was young, healthy and weighed sbout one hundred and fifty)

The usual vacation pleasures were on in the small village in full force.
iSweeties” swarmed the little cottage Dy the wayside. There were rides and
parties and more trips, etc., etc., and she could not attend to both jobs.
Late hours missed days eut the payicheck. Friends told her she was working
for nothing, cut it out, she could git by."

At home she was encouraged in good "timing." TYoung people are different
from what we were." They will have their fling." Ohe of the sweeties, showed
her the beautiful world before them togethers sets mnatch our happiness! An
elopment followed and s$he happiness of their world as "one" lasted but a few
weeks, OShe traversed the same disappointed path of disillusionment trod by
many before her. The sweetiex proved to be a never-do-well drunkard and she
had to return to the home shelter. Little Ernestine made her advent into the
home and was number four, as to generations. The husband accepted no
responsibility in supporting Mary or the baby, but spent his money on drink,

Another little mouth had to be fed, body to be clad so Mary had to re-
trace her steps to the friendly doors of the self same WPA. They took her in
on the N.Y.A. Project working two weeks in the month. Her mothers still says
there is no money in it. Tyat it does not take care of the shoes and hose

bill worn out on the work. That is that. The more done for that type, the

" ]

more they require. The house with three widows "nary" man and baby Ernestine.

11/16/38
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The Harris Foursome, Marie Reese,

A neculiar family who L) Lowndesboro, Ala.
foursht marriage. < -ri o -
Told by M. S. McRee, o~ J g | K :

Passinz by what is still knmown as the old Harrie residence, located

on the principal street in a small villasge, memories carry one back

oresome. who were the remaininz members of that family,

- ——

to the Earris ¥
and who had occupied the nlace most of the y~are of a century.
The home had been among the earliest built in the community,

have been paseed down and around that the land upon

forest in which the deer abounded

dense

in quest of a

with other nioneers,

He came in the "covered wagm era' and blazed a trail to this

-y

where he cleared the forest and bullt a small cottare made

he lozs he had cleared. He made friends with the Indians 2e

nf
-

P

well as the animale, and dwelt among them for awhile. Later, the

Wad s

nresent houge was built in colonial times In a settine of giant

For vears, some of the deer that had become

oaks, cedars and elms.

of the femily, remained in the frmt yard and were petis.

(o
o

frien

At times they could be seen on the green in front of the home or

followine the children on an errand.

daugshters

-

The parents of this family passed on=cne of the

A i & -

married and moved into a2 distant state and the four whom marriagce

I~

did not apmml to were left., Robert, Hosa, Augusta and Geneva,

and » small brindled doz that answered to the name of Toby (the

- - " i \. L% . - |
abbreviatinn of Toblies) composed the household.

Pobisk belonzed to it but one would think from his attitude

LA

and the consideration he received in the household that it belonged

- fl‘r‘\ ) » '1' b 4 - i ! [* I - . -
.__.t f‘iﬂ A characteristic of the family was that they were vi nlently
. ; =il L



The Harris Foursome

onnosed to matrimony and made a sacred pact among themselves that

they would never marry or vermit any attentions thet would lead to 1t.
Robert would not seek any zirl and the four sisters were not to encourage
rnna

any attentions. They were each and all attractive, looking,

well educated and accomplished and it seems that the brother in the pact
ad a way with women,"

Manv suitors came and went in vain, because they felt it their

bounden duty to avenge a deception or misunderstanding between a mich

er sister who had had an unreauited love affair and which had worried

s

1

her into a fever, causing her death. In consegquence, they were all

L ] 3 .H 4 il -
On her return home she told the zood

telling them that the agreement
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silly affair and the cost would be toohigh., BSi
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(thet was his name) and hs ne to r ney her St 4
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. Rosa, Auwsusta and Geneva, the single four to hol

from memory after

arv'e noeme was erased

nat hereelf in her own coffin. She only returned after

=

the last of the four., As time massed Geneva, the youngest, attened

o
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Fair with Robert. He hacd made some kind of gate attachement

o
4
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to demonstrate it to the public.

'S

visitors she, like

add hey et avayv 1,:

the others




Prince Charming rode sway. She remained true to the arreement, but =2t

ak

a2k

yed true to Charlie Their sincerity in the love

the same time sghe rem
almost an unnrecedented record on the pages of Romance: there
ter dave and down a counle of decades he never missed sending

her a letter down the years for = couple of decades. Little Toblas was

#

treined to meet the meil on those understood letter dsys and the
A
1ittle brute would come trottings home with a nrecious me sive in hie
mouth.
Hor sisters would ask her if she was sure that he would be true
write as he promised. Her reply always was, "Does the sun rise
the Bast?" There was = condiderable touch of romance and

-

in the makeup of Geneva. On the nights she dared keep campany with
Charlie, a flower wes placed on one of the tall gateposts which stood
ag if on guard to the entrance of the grounds.

He was to pass on an investigation tour and if the flower was not
to not enter. It meant the domestic atmosphere would be too warm and
there would be an 1 3 or'e 2 windows hinting

that h : wag not sanctioned Vhen he was fortunate enough
promenading arm in arm in th
the romantic

not put The lovers missed the path.

talented one and to be musicel with them

wag ae natural as it was to breathe. "Bob" as Robert was generally
==

barn fiddler and could almost make a fiddle talk.
a gsisters all nlayed well. Geneva nlayed the guitar bheautifully,
ile the nther two nlaved on the niano and with these instruments

gmall town orchestra
- i - il - & ‘.'
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he Harris Foursome

Aacenced after mesasgse
for paltlbearers
ashe reguecsted them

- =t X by
Great Dey nnd. Hast 1__1_1:,? he
corpee, kissine both in a

It was sed to Charlie within the pearly gates. As
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laim that she white h woman
[ ]

imaginary love letters and promising

n him where no one could part them. . v ¢laim that the

a vounz counle can be seen strolling 'neath the shadows

lense t rees and a little dark object close at their heels. Could

raithful little

| i b

S. McRee,
the 8 Regardless of the relationahip it was told witl
amusement and declaring that the "nest of old ma: and a bachelor were

-

the extent of beins cranks. The

blond: most pleasant anc




Subject's Name or Informant

INDEX
Subject/Title

Not given
Bradley, Jim

Dow, Lorenzo

ELLiott, "Bull” (Mr § Mus)

Grumbles, Abbie (Mns)
McRee, M. S.

Hawkins, CLifford (Mrs)
Higgins, C. W. (Mrs)
Huggman, John (Mr & Mrs)

Jackson Tvie (Mr & Murs)
Noi g<ven
Not given

McCall, Bettie D.
McCall, Enos & Becky
Payne, Travis (Mr § Mus)
Payne, Thavis

Powell, Mary Gilchrnist
Reese, L. W.

Robinson, Eawunest
Robinson, Earwnest
Rogens, Connie

Rowe, Hubernt (Mr & Mns)
PLedgen, (M & Mns)
Smith, Rose

Stanbuny, Harold
Sullivan, M. L. (Mrs)
Thomas, W. H.

Twwnen, Ed

Tylen, Felix

Not given

Wislon, Liza § Pructt
Noi given

*|ife Romance of WilLis Brewer Ribbon
A Funenral--In The Heart of the Ribbon
Bfack Belt
*Rev Lorenzo Dow Ribbon,
Holly House Wash D.C. copy: lst carbon-onion
The Four Generations Ribbon
The Harnis Foursome  Ribbon
Sallie Brown Ribbon, pale typeface
Satlie Smith Ribbon
The Edwarnds Family Ribbon

Stony of the Wage Earner and Family lst carbon-
Saffie Jones Ribbon onion
* ..J. H. Kimbrough-Physician §or Ribbon-onion
25 yeans
A Nean Minacle lst carbon-onion
Life of the McCalls Ribbon
*Thavis Payne, Tenant Farumen
‘p.{mmy 1st carbon-onion
Mary Gilchnist Powelf Ribbon
*"Maude" - The Story of a Honse That Had
A False Mane and Tadl Ribbon

Ribbon

v The Ex-SLave Sexton _Ex-slave tale,lst carbon,onio#

Ribbon
l1st carbon-onion

Wm (B{LL) Robinson
Storny of a WPA Worken
The Log Coitage Ribbon

The Wayside Cottage Ribbon

~ Rose Smith Ex Slave tale, Ribbon

Stanbury Chicken Faum Ribbon

Howard Family Ribbon

*The Little Black Volume (Dixon Hall Lewis) Ribbbn

The Tenant Faumen lst carbon-onion

Niggen Luck--Life of Mansfield Tyler  Ribbon
William Henny Whetstone Ribbon

An Hour With Lisa Ribbon

*Bioghaphical Sketch (Miss Gussie WoodAuff) Ribbon

* There are eight anticles (*) wuitten by Miss Reese that are Loosely
nelated to Loundes County, either that the Location is near Lowndes County,
that it was wiitten by Miss Reese who apparently Lived in Lowndes County on
that a non-Lowndes Countain as informant, discusses a colonful personality,
Dixon Hall Lewis of Lowndes County & nepresentative and senator fto the U. S.

Congress, 1819-1848.

Hope Hull, Alabama, a community in west Montgomery County nean the
Lowndes County Line and Montgomery, Alabama are Locations for both informants
and subjects of the anticles that are not in Lowndes County.
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INDEX

Total

Subject's Name on Informant  Subject/Title Pages
Not given *Life Romance of WilLis Brewen 2
Bradley, Jim A Funeral--Tn The Hearnt of the 6

Black Belt
Dow, Lorenzo *Rev Lorenzo Dow 4
ELLiott, "Bull" (Mr & Mns) Holly House §
Grumbles, Abbie (Mns) The Four Generations 5
McRee, M. S. The Havis Fouwrsome 5
Hawkins, CLL{ford (Mrs) Sallie Brown 7
Higgins, C. W. (Mrs) Sallie Smith 12
Hufdman, John (Mr & Mnrs) The Edwards Family 12
Jackson Tvie (Mr & Mns) Story of the Wage Earner and Family 7
Noi given Sallie Jones 7
Not given *...J. H. Kimbrough-Physician for 5

25 yeans
McCall, Bettie D. A Near Miracle 10
McCall, Enos & Becky Lide of the McCalls 10
Payne, Thavis (Mr & Mnrs) *Thavis Payne, Tenant Farmen 7
Payne, Thavis * Mammy 10
Powell, Mary Gilchnist Mary Gilehuist Powell 9
Reese, L. W. *"Maude" - The Storny of a Hornse That Had 6

A False Mane and Tarkl
Robinson, Eawnest The Ex-Sfave Sexton 7
Robinson, Eawnest Wm (BL{LL) Robinson 5
Rogens, Conrie Storny of a WPA Worken 6
Rowe, Hubert (Mr: & Mns) The Log Cottage 9
Pledger, (Mr & Mns) The Wayside Cottage §
Smith, Rose Rose Smith 12
Stanbury, Harold Stanbury Chicken Farm 5
Sullivan, M, L. (Mrs) Howard Family §
Thomas, W. H. *The Little Black Volume (Dixon Hall Lewdis) 5
Twwen, Ed The Tenant Fanmen 4
Tylen, Felix Niggen Luck--Life of Mansfield Tylen 6
Noi given William Henny Whetstone 5
Wislon, Liza & Pruitt An Hour With Lisa 7
Not given *Biographical Sketch (Miss Gussie WoodAufg) 2

* There are eight anticles (*) wiitten by Miss Reese that are Loosely
nelated to Lowndes County, either that the Location 48 near Lowndes County,
that it was wiitten by Miss Reese who apparently Lived in Lowndes County oi
that a non-Lowndes Countain as informant, discusses a colorful personality,
Dixon Hall Lewis of Lowndes County & nepresentative and senatorn to the U, S.
Congness, 1819-1848.

Hope Hull, Alabama, a community in west Montgomery County nean the
Loundes County Line and Montgomerny, Alabama are Locations for both informants
and subjects of the anticles that are not 4<n Lowndes County.




STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130

MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION
Werks Profects Administration
FEDERAL WRITERS PROJECT OF ALABAMA
1938-1939

The following senies of anticles were miselassified
and §iled in the original ornganization of records and
manuscipts by the WPA central office 4n the Shont Stont
section of the Folk Lore Project. I contains Life hié%bmiea,
ex-sLave nanatives and biographical sketches wiitten by
Marie Reese, Lowndes County, Distrnict #3 of Alabama.

The senies has been ne-classified and edited for micro-
§ilming by the Conservaton/Curatorn, WPA Collection Depositonry,

Reconds Management Divisdion of this Department as a secuity
necond.

January 29, 1982
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 Mr. & Mrs, John Huffman,) (white), Marie Reese,
Landowners and Truck Famers, Lowndes County, Ala,

= + Davenport, Alabama.
Interview with them Jan. 7, 1939.

* Deve _.uF.m.-':‘r' - Neas ACTONA

H.TJA ¢
THE EDWARDS FAMILY

There were eight in tﬁe Edwarde femily, and when I met them
the llg children were grown and contridbuted their parts respectively
to the support of the household., lLeo, the oldest son and eldest child
was "pushing thirty" as his mother expressed it and had married and
settled on a corner of the farm,

He built a very small cottage, but thought it best to get out from
under the patermal roof when the bables bezan to come and all thougzht,
no matter how pleasantly they all got on together, every man with a
family should have his own home.

And to0o, he was falr enough to recognize the fact that the four
brothers would in time want to marry and would have the same right to
bring their families there as he, then wondered if any home was large
enough to hold seven families.in peace, s0 he got out and started out
in one corner of the old farm tht was handed down to his mother on
her wedding day. 8She had been the olly girl and her parents believed
in settling the o0ld house on the girl and let the sons root for themsdves,

However, Mrs. Edwards who was called "Mies Timmie" by evemyone,
boasted of the fact that her son, Leo, even though he was man enough to
have a home, wife and tw young ones - had not gottem loose from her
apron strings and was still her boy.

"My five sons still work with us smd we all cooperate and make a
living together, not a one of them have gotten '"too big for their britches!
aor given me a minutes' troudble, in their lives, Now, not that nursing
and bringing up a pack of children ain't a let of troudble, I don't mean

that way, But I mean the kind of tpvouble that comes from wildness, dissie

pation, etc, , and that is somethingnot many mothers can say, snd I've




The Edwards Family

raised five and one girl,"

I met different members of the Edwards family from time to time
in the City of the Curb Market, where they have been disposing of their
many different farm products for the past ten or twelve years, Sara,
the girl of the family, gave me some very interesting information recently
how this institution was begun, its progress, its great improvement and
what a helo it has been to that class..

"I have been coming here with mama ever since I was twelve years
old", she told me, bDetween customers., She explained that it started right
out on the street., Each seller had his or her table arranged all in a
row along the curdb and purchasers bought it curd service like, whick gave
it its name, I =sked her if they had no shelter, no overhead protection
and what they did in case of rain,

"Oh, no," she said, "they only had rough tables in the open and we
Just had to take the sun and rain as it came, Usually we bought coverings
to protect the produce in case of rain and as for the sun most of the sellem
there personally raised the things we brought and were used to the broiling
sun,

"I want you to kmow," continued Sara, "that this place has been a

godsend to us as most of us have been"hard run®., I ¢t has given a living

to many & hard working woman and brought a many one out, First they came

bringing their produce in trucks and those who 414 not live so very far
from the city made the trip 1y wagon, Some now come sixty and seventy
miles which means that they have to start long before day so as to get
vegetables, fruit and fresh things in time for the early shoppers.
"Some of these people," she esaid, "have nice cars and trucke and
are in comfortable circumstances because, regardless of what they grow

or raise, they can bring it in here and cash in on it. People have to

live and the city people have to buy everything they use,




The Edwards Family 3

"I kmow women who sell on this market who were in most desperate circums
etances when they first came here, They could scarcely get by and now
are making regular appointments at beauty parlors and have permanents,
manicures, etc, The market has made strides as to improvements and these
women who bring things here to sell have "kept step' with the improvement.
But we do not believe in that beauty parlor stuff. I am glad when I look

nice, but it takes money to go there and we wuld have to strike many a

hard lick to pay the bill.

"‘r{j / f"'h

"We get a ten cent box of powder and spend another dime for a box
of theater rouge which lasts a long time, and do the best we can with
the looks God gave us., I am most thankful when I can get neat slippers,
a little hat and three yards of cloth,

"I say three yards of dress goods becsuse I can get a nice dress out
of that. I make my own clothes and in that way they don't cost much, When
I come into town I always attend the sales and often pick up a pretty
-ramnant for a emall sum. As you know, sometimes it's hard to find a plece
with three yards in it, as that is a small dress pattern instead of a re-
duced remmant, Sometimes I have to get two pleces and make a combination
drese, I think if one knows how to combine the two materiale, this makes
the most attractive dress.

"The idea is never make the entire skirt out of one plece and walst
out of the other, but put some of the skirt material on the waist too,
and 1t turns out smart, I find thet if a girl can sew, she can have twice
as many dresses,

"Anyway, in picking up bargains ome has to be careful or it will be
2 loss instead of a saving, For instance, at times a shorter length is
bought because it is pretiy and reduced and the intention is to mateh it
out of stock, The match is expensive and in the long run the material

comes high, Always keep your eye open at a sale, last week when I was
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The Edwarde Family L |

in one of the stores, I was attracted by a counter plled high with various
articles, and the counters were marked 1l¢ , 2¢, and =0 on., I have to count
my pennies and make them count.

"I at once got busy and feeling that I had found luck I hastily picked
out several articles. I was so sure I was getting an extra bargain I

cinched them before the other fellow saw the good luck and beat me to 1%,

VJ'-‘.\.

"The home people"said, 'Sara, "had a picnic laughing at me because \& : -
wheh I got home and began to display my good luck package, 1 found that
there was a defect in most every article that made it impossible to use,so
instead of saving my pennies, I threw away most of my change,

"The thing I hated most was my aluminum ware proving no good. We do
our own cooking and all our own work as for that matter, and nothing is
more upsetting to the cook than to have not enough vessels to cook in and
when I came home Christmas it seemed to me that every pot, pan and boiler
leaked,”

During the years Sara had grown up from the little twelve-ysar old girl
who came to market with Miess Timmie and she had married and lived with her
husband in Nashville, and while at home for the holidays she was again at
the market to help out,

"I was telling you", she sald, "about the kitchen utensils leaking,
After I married and left home all Mama's girls were boys and they helped

her do the household work and I just know ruined up all the cocking things.

"I made up my mind if I had to help I would fix something to cook in.

S0 I went into the woode and gathered lovely evergreens and red berries
and malke them into Christmas wreaths to sell., I also made some "plantation
mammy door-stops to sell, Look," she said, pointing to the mammys standing
about on her mother's table.

They really were cute and unique and she gave me directions how to make
one which cost practically nothing, A milk bottle was used for the foundation,

This was filled with wend to make it heavy. It stands straight up as the
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The Edwards Family 5

bottle does. The top and neck of the bottle is stuffed with cotton and
covered with-blaok material (cloth)

This is shaped into a head and shoulders and small black arms are sewed
on, White buttons sewed on make the eyes and the mouth is outlined with
turkey red thread. Any golden colored wire is bent into small loops and
placed to each side to represent earrings. Mammy 1é dressed in ante-bellum
slavery time style, A wide, bright colored cotton, a shawl, white apren
and a fancy head handkerchief,

The weighted down bottle enables her to stand along, and making a
rather attractive, unique and heavy doorstop. Sara sald "They took like
wildfife in Nashville."” I wanted to know where she got the idea., She saild,

"I saw it in some little books with Christmas suggestions and it would
retail at $1,00.°

In reply to my saying at that price she would do well, she said, "Ohl
I am not asking that for mine, I wyill bde glad to get 50¢.apiece for one,

I'm afraid to ank1uore. It might scare possible tuyers away." She laughed
and added, "I don't think we get what we should have, but I need the 1little
money so bad that I cgnnot risk losing a sale, When I came home I intended
making my little CGhristmas money thie way. When we were married Bill was
making a good salary at the shops, but he was cut and now has work only a
couple of days in the week,

But I never finished telling you how I got stung on the 1, 2, 3, and Ug¢
bargain table, I was powerfully proud of my brand new aluminum cooking things.
I carried them home and gathered the ones up that had worried me so leaking
and threw them over in the éump pile,

Ve were going to have camping the next day which was Sunday, and as
there would be several added to our own crowd, some turning about had to

be done, See, vhen you do your own work the dinner has to be figed early

that day inadvance so while I was dusting the spare room I kept thinking
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over and over how good it wuld be to cook in my new things, Time came to
put dinner on, I washed my rice and put it on, next came the macaroni %o
parboil.c.

"About this time I heard a drip, drip, I investigated and my bran new
boiler was leaking and had put out my fire and about that time the water in
the macaroni had oozed out from three holes, Another new pan was as bad,

lII |_ ] fﬁ"i

Yhat was I to do?! I did not have time to go to to the dump pile for the
old things,

After dinner when we were talking, one of my neighbors said 1 ought to
have bought a2 ten cent package of mendits which are grand to mend holes with,
They come six in a dime package and come in differant sizes to cover a small
or large hole., They work something on the prineciple of dress snaps, My
friend reminded me that there were no refunde or exchanges on the bargain
counter, I thought of how hard I had worked on the doorstops and stuck my
hands making the wreaths, but we all Jjoked it off,

"I remembered an old, old lady once I went to see, or rather went to
hear her talk becsuse she always gave me something to eat, She always sat
in a chair by a table whicl.:. had a drawer in it, She would pull out the drawer
ad give me some soft gingerbread, a piece of molasses custard or home made
candy.

"l ate and she talked between dips of snuff which she had in her ap ron
pocket, Ope morning I remembered in particular my visit to her, As I went
in she was stringing ears of popcorn, B5he put her work down amd told me to
€0 lock in the shed room and get the popper and we would pop sme of the corn.
Soon the fluffy white pleces or grains were popping and popping out all over
the hearth and that end of the room,

"She was all upset that momming and in her nervousness she took fregquent
dips from the snuff box, I had heard that a neighbor, as my dad expressed it,

'had thrown dust in her eyes' and in a trade had beat her out of her best

yoke of steers. She told me that experience was the best teacher, it was good




- — - = — — — i e & L —— e iy = " e TR = | . I . T =

The Edwards Family T

to learn a few lessons and even though you had to pay, it was worth it

in the long run,
slat

"I remember best of all (after the cakes and custard) a/sunbonnet

WPA

she wore, and in cold weather she wore it in the house, 'You never saw
one!? she asked, addressing me, "Why, they are mostlylike any other
sunbonnet, except the front part comes out far and has slats, which are
made very thin out of some kind of wood or maybe cane, They were about

one inch wide and eight inches long, They slip in and out of the cases
stitched for them in the cloth. They mre taken out to 'do up' the bonnet."

During one of my talks with the Edwards family, they urged me and my
friend, who was their next neighbor at the curdb market, to visit them in
their home which was just over the countyline, We decided to go and went
down road #31 or the Mobile highway,

The route was very pretty and interesting and it was rather well
gettled with small modern homes and up~to-date dairies and poultry farms.
Those two enterprises with the extensive level hay farms, seemed to have
been the main occupation along the way., Of course there were numbers.of
small stores and filling stations, but it was evident that there were too
many of these, for the doore of gpany had been closed, When we reached
Sunset Poultry Farm, eighteen miles south of Montgzomery, we left road #31

turning into an ordinary plantation road.

This road was very good duve to the fact that we have had a very little
rain this winter, We traveled through the narrow, picturesque road for
a couple of miles when we arrived at the end which lead us to the gate of
a large enclosure,

"The enclosure was the setting of the Edwards home which was our
destination, We opened the ént. and entered, but we 4id not have to close

it as a sveep and part of an iron wgn axle was tied to themte, and the

weight carried it back shut in place, In Mr. Edwvards' directions as to
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how to locate them, he sald"you can't miss us.," As soon as you come near
the place, there will be such a noise you'll know you are in the right
place., and you'll see a bigz apple orchard,

"Four dogs will meét you and announce you," He was right as far as
he went, There were @gogs, cows, geese, turkeys, ducks and other things
almost enough to remind one of being in a small zoo.

There was no yard, only a winding road to the steps of the home which
could boast of no attractims as to appearance, but we were not in the
least disappointed because we had been forewarned. The gentlemen of the

house in urging us to maks the visit, said "We are just ppor working people

and have a plain house." To begin with it was just a shotgun cottage
and as the children came we tried to add a room every time a baby was WA
added to our family, but gee] that didn't work dong.

"The children came faster than I made money and I had to fall down
on that," I insisted on knowing why he called it a shotgun cottage, but
he laughed and told me that was common name down in his countyr and also told
me to wait t111 I saw it and I would kmow,.

To one side of the grounds was a large apple orchard which must have
been ost beautiful in "apple blossom time"™ and more interesting when the
fruit was in season, In telling me of 1t he tole with much pride how many
uses he put the apples to, "As you may notice they are of different
varieties, CSome come peal early, Then some last till late fall so we
have a crop all along, That is the way to plant a fruit orcherd, so as
not to have them come in excess and long for them when they have all gone,

"My Timmie" (Mrs. Edwards, his wife)nis mighty smart and thrifty and
puts the fruit up in several ways. There are apple preserves and jellies .,
If she has to try to make jelly out of the variety that sometimes is too
sweet, she puts a bit of acid in it and it Tjells? all risht,

"Then she mskes apple butter and we make apple cider, Oh)"he exclaimed,
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smacking his mouth, that cider is even good to think about and I'm going
to prove it to you when we go in the house, There is nothing better than
a tall glass of it and some ginger bread when you come in hot and tired.
¥e also dry lots and lots of our fruit to use in winter months, Let me tell
you about this. We peel the fruit and cut it in slices and spread it out in
sunny places for several dgy s, to dry.

"If you'd visit us at that time you would think most of our house was
covered with dried fruit as we spread all over the lower roof and porches
to eatch the hot sun and so our chickens can't catech 1it,

"We zlso carry bushels of fresh fruit into market, We fertilize our
fruit trees, prune away the dead limbs and very often have to spray them

azainst insects., A preparation is used that was advised by the State

extension department, H",;_#ﬁf'

"Well, I zuess my old lady has about had time enough to straightem up
the front of the house, so we will go in. When we saw you all coming, she
told me to show you all the chickens or something while she put up some
new roor fixink and Christmas presents, But for goodness sakes don't let
on that I told you,"

There were no flowers around the cottage, Two large oaks stood guard
in front and to one side was an immense block sawed from a large tree trunk,
"This is a horse mount., In by-gone years this was always a part of the
entrance to a plantation home for the convenience of the women who rode,"

Entering we noticed a horse shoe nailed over the doorway which was a
constant wisher of good luck. We were met by the always mmiling "M{ss
Timmie® who gave us & warm welcome and seats in the spare room. She said
that they did not have a parlor or living room, as the family was too large
to spare a room and Sara had married and moved away, The boys, of course,
went elsewhere to court in other parlors., BShe gave us all rocking chairs,

saying she could never get right for a good "mess of gossip” unless she

was rocking and guess we were the same way,.
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"But" ghe added, "my mother used to say it took emergy torock.," However,
we all got busy and her husband moved his chair near the fireside so he

could 1ight and relight his pipe. He puffed away and joined her in the |- Y/FA

entertaining,

He said he was not going to let her out talk him and together they gave

an interesting account of their lives.

The place had 160 acres of land and was not"tied up"as they expressed 1t
and they were grain farmers, Most of the land was adaptable to grain railsing,
and they did not think there was any money in cotton crops. The coming of the
weevil and the A.A.A. program permitted only a small acreage of cotton land
to be planted, so the little fellow or farmer was out of luck,

He continued puff, puff, puff "I think when a man works and makes
stuff he ought to be allowed to sell it, so we decided to ralse something
we could control, ¥We do not hire any help, but my boys and myself work and
raise all that we have,

"It does not take but one or two stock, The corn I raise feeds these,

the pigs, my poultry, and meal for our use, When we have very early cora,

we can sell the roasting ears in the city at 5¢ per ear. Even a smll early
patch 'mops up' at that, We raise all our meat and sell a lot of pork,
but to sell it in the city, you have to have it butchered there at a cost
of $2.50 a hog. W¥We have nice milk cows, a grand vegetable garden and poultry
and eggs,

"Of course we raise these for our own home use and for sale.," Mr, Edwards
said "Live at home is our motto. If you raise such as we have at home, there

is not much to buy. But the'old stickman'like us catches it this way,

"The days we carry our produce in to market the prices are down, but
that very day prices on flour, sugar, lard and coffee are always upward,
They mow darn well we have got to have groceries and are not going to carry
our products way back home twenty-odd miles, And fowls have been dressed and

vegetables gathered, so there you arel! I call it a "poor man's break.”
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Miss Timmie was coming out behind in the conversation so she interrupted
and told us she wanted to show us some presents her son's best girls had
gsent them, WPA

She went in to one of the shed or back rooms bringing back an arm
fudl of bright ties, boxes of handkerchiefs with cards dropping everywhere,
and on which were writtea "With love from Mary", "Merry Christmas and love"
from Bessie® and so on.

She said her sons - four of whom were single - were mighty good boys
and were very popular, "They work with us hard all the week and are entitled
to some pleasure at the week-end, They enjoy most of all the dances every
Saturday night in the near-by small town, Three go nearly every Saturday
night, They come in from work earlier that P, M, and there is a rush,
gshaving, bathing and dressing to get off. You know we have a car and truck
both and sometimes they go in ane and sometimes they use the other.”®
"How about your other son?" I asked. "I thought you had four sons single,"

"I have" ghe replied, "but my youngest one is in C,C.C, camp, and
that is a big help too, for you know we get $25.00 a month from him, We
manage to keep a gson there and have been drawing that amount a long time.

"As soon as one outgrows the age limit, the next son comes in, We
were not able to give them college advantages and they had to work so
could not get much 'book leaming' at home schools. We believe in it though.
However, I have tried to teach them to wori and live right.,"

"The rest of the family are Baptists but I am a member of the seven
days Adventist Church and I attend services in the city. You know, what
you all call Saturday is our Sunday, holy day. 8She showed us around the
home which was a typical farm house., It was bduilt with two large rooms
in front and severalare an L to the rear,

"It was furnished in 2 comfortable, neat manner and was well kept.

Mrs. Edwards invited us to remain snd have ¥soup" with them and said that

on special days in the week they served only that for dinner, but assured
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me i1t was rich and thick. However, we declined and left without learning

why it was called a shot gun cottage,

1/24/39
s.J.




