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Edgar Valker - Landowner
Dorans Cove, Alabama
Jackson County,
September 30, 1938
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The Walker farm 18 located about four miles north of
Bridgeport in Doran's Cove. The place contains 140 acres of
land, only 87 being in cultivation, the remaining 58 being tken
up in mountain land, ditches, fence rowe eic.

He has five children. The only one at home is Setty
Clyde, $hirteen yeors of age, who attends Bridgeport High
School. She comes in to school on the school btus and is in the 9th
grade., :'{s oldest child finished high school and took a Dusiness
gourse. The other three children would not finish high school,
but got married instead, He says it is not his fault the
ehiildren didn't get any more education, did everything in his
power to get them to attend school. He is a firm believer
in edugcation and has high ideals for his children. He only
attended school through the fifth grade because back in his
day they only had three months school out of the year and he
did not get to take advantage of this all the time. Theonly
time he got to attend school was when his father did not need
him to work. He relatel with much pride that his father owned
three farms.

His earnings have been doubled from the time he first
started to worke Says people who complain of hard times now
don't know anything about hard times. The trouble 18 in the
people now days. They want too much and are never satisfied.

They always h®d plénty to eat and wear when he grew up, but

never had much money; can remember when his father would start
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saving money twelve months in advance for his taxes.

He t akes much pride in his work, says a person would
not @t very far along and be much successful in any line of
work unless they liked it and took pride in i1t. Really likes
his worke. Worked on the rallroad for twelve or fifteen years
but liked farm life so much better that he returned to it.
Thinks that farm life has advantages over all other life
as they raise their own meat, have own vegetables, own corn
for meal. Jilk two cows and has chickens and eggs..Very few

items they have from the store in the eating line and they can

generally exchange something from the farm for their items.

It takes very little money to live like this with exception

of money for tax, medicine, doctors, afe, The wife and aughter
have been in the hospital, but they are all in good healtih now
from the medical attention they have had. He thinks that
"moderate” work on a farm is od for the health. Believes that
life on the farm has advantage from any other life from healthful
standpoint. As Lthey get plenty of fresh alr, suneanine as well as
a well-balanced diet, containing plenty of rich milk and eggs,
pleniy of exercise and good sound sleep.

The wife and children belong to the Missionary Baptist
Church. ¢ thinks the children need amusement and recreation,
which they receive in various ways, including attending ball
games, going to parties, box and ple suppers, singings, almoat
any kind of amusement they indulge in with exception of attending
dances. He never has any time for pleasure. "hen not working
in his cerop he is busy cleaning, repairing and improcing the farm.
Thinks there is always plenty to do on a farm if yon will do it.

Gets his pleasure from improving his place.
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Shows much independence in his voting, says that is
about the only privilege a man has and he gertainly would
ot be deprived of that. He 185 a staunch old democrat.

They have one renter on the lace, renting by the share,

3 and }/4. Grows a "well balanced crop"; raises what
vegetables they eat in summer and wife cans enough for winter,
raises some cotton, corn, hay and also live stocCkK. Doesn't
sarket very much corn and hay as he saves this for own use.

The soil is prepared in early spring by turning and
disking. Is through planting amd cultivating and "lay by"
about the first of July. Harvesting takes place about the last
of Septlember.

They are very proud of their modest sixeroom house, which
provides adequate room for ihe three people & home. Have a
well in the back yard.

In general you would say the palkers take pride in thelr
home, children and all their possessions, and 18 enjoying a
quite peaceful and sa isfled l1life coming from making thar
own living with their own hands, enjoying freedom and tking

pride in their work.

10/5/38
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THE HUGHES FAMILY

Merdith Hughes is a tenant farmer on the 8. A. Gentry estate,
which is located five miles south of Brideport across the Tennessee
River. He has 132 acres in cultivation, 110 being in cora which
will produce 1200 bushels of cormn this year. This is not nearly
so much as this same amount of land generally produces, because of
an off-year due to the wet season in the early Spring, followed
by the long drought in the Summer. His 22 acres of cotton will
only yield 12 bales of cotton.

Merdith, with his three grown daughters and grown son, with
very little hired help, plant, cultivate and gather the crop.
They turn all the ground in the Spring with a tractor and do the
planting with mules; all the cultivating is done with tractor
and the mules are used again in gathering the crops. He has in
the way of equipment tractor, disc harrow, disc turner and
cultivator for tractor and two mules, These are not all paid for,

however. They have been farming this same place for three years.

He stays over on the farm and batches all the time except when

absolutely to make a trip to town. When he makes these trips to
town his little six year-old daunghter, Betty Kaye, is with him
constantly. When he goes to town, she goes along with him and
if he buys her a pair of shoes she is very particular in getting
the king she wants. When he goes to the table to eat she is
in his lap. The grown children stay with him across the river
and batch while making the crop and gathering.

They own thelr six-room, unpainted frame house and six lots.
These are paid for. Florence, the wife, and the small children

etay home and make a garden on these lots. Merdith of course,
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she adds, plows the garden for her. Sphe raised enough beans this
year to eat during the summer and canned T4 hhlf-gallan cans;
other vegetables in proportion, she adds.

The house was in a run-down condition when they bought it, but
they have repaired and added two rooms to it. They have planted
a few flowers and have set out some shrubbery around the house.
Upon entering the house you will find it clean and orderly. The
unpainted floors which show around the linoleum have been scrubbed
until they are clean and almost white. They have three bedrooms
and two kitchens. If the girls are home they are likely to have
the eight-tube Philco radio, which they won at a drawing, tuned
on some kind of string music. Merdith says he has always been
lucky about holding winning tickets and has won a number of items
in this manner.

They kill six or seven hogs weighing from 350 to Y50 pounds
each, and this does not supply meat for the entire year. They
have their own corn for meal, milk two cows, and have about one
hundred chickens. With all of this their bill at the store amounted
to $448.00 this year. This included clothing for the family and
vhat extra groceries needed, but did not include fertiliser bill
for his crop. The tax on his home amounted to $15.00 for the
year.

The grown boy got into a fizht this summer and got cut up
badly. The doctor's bdill for this, was $136.00 not counting
the drug bill. Merdith says he has all of this paid except $16.00.
His oldest daughter had an operation last winter for appendicitis
which cost $600.00. Most of this bill has been paid. Merdith

says this has been a bad year for them with all the doctor bills

and bad crops. He laughingly says that he owes more people than
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he does not owe, and that all his pockets are full of bills and
holes. Then in a more serious tone he adds that he has not rulnea
his credit in spite of all his hard luck and that he can still

get whatever he needs in town because everyone knows he will pay
his bills.

Florence and Merdith appreciate the girls and boy helping to
malke the living and praise them very highly. They believe in
letting them have anything "in the bounds of reason" that they
want. They are a proud and happy father and mother of nine girls
and three boys, ranging from twenty-eight to six years of age.
They have lost two of their farm hands by the marriage of two of
the girls.

Merdith says the reason he bought a place over here in town
was 80 his children could go to school when they get through
gathering the crop. The children are in school from the primer
to the ninth grade. He says he thinks so many parents make a
mistake by living in some out of the way place to make a living
and depriving their children the privilege of going to school.

The girls enjoy going to the picture show, skating rink, and
parties. They also like to go to church and to singings in the
nearby towns.

Merdith has worked some for the govermment, doing conmstruction
work on several locks and dams but all during this time he still
made a crop even though he hired help to make the crop. He
seems to think that farming has become a hobby as well as a
livelihood with him and couldn't think of doing anything else
to meke a living., Says you can be independent on the farm and
not worry about strikes or anything of that kind.

12/20/38

L.H.,
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Tom Geer,Tenant Farumer
I3 Miles Northwest of Bridgeport,iAla
Owner,Llouise Jones.

“THE OEERS"

The Geers have ten children,the oldest being 21
and the youngeet 6 yeare of ege.The oldest boy 1s attending David
Livacomb Colleme and the oldeest girl sttendinse Florence Normal.

They have four children in grammar echool and three in high school.
Thegse seven children walk in to Bridseport to attend school. Thhy
generally start ﬁfhﬂnl a month late as they help in gsathering the croj
even with this they manaze to stay at the top of thelr classes.

Mre Ceer says she cooke a peck of sweet potatoes at 2 time for the
children to have when they get in from eschool.The children in coOllege
have borrowed money to go to svhool on.The parente cannot give them
ae much financlal 41d because of the seven children at home goling to
gechool.Thie puts them in a finanical strain.All the children are am-
bitious to &2 gchool end the narentes do all they can to encoursse thel
The children do not like to spend the ndght away from each other.
During the winter they mather around the large oven log fireplace

and pop corn and make molﬁeesea candy,talk and sing.The four oldest

children at home formed a nuartet and sang the folloving sonse 1O me

" SWEET SUMMERS GONE AWAY"
There's a purple tint on the woodland leaves
and the winde are up all day
There's a rustling heard in the yellow sheaves
and 1t seems to sadly eay;
Refrein

"Sweet Sumner”," Sweet Summer","SWeet Summers
gone away" .
Sweet Summer" ,"Oweet Summer","Sweet Summer
gone away" .

There are loving arme for baby dear.

Tho the ahiX skies are chill and gray;and a
cozy home nest all the year,and sweet
xieses every day.
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"A BEAUTIFUL LIFE"

Each day 1'11 do=-a golden deed=By helping

those who are in needjmy life on earth 1le

a span-afid go I'1ll do the best I can.

Refrain

Lifes evening sun 1s sinking low=a few

more days and I must go0-T0 neet the deeds

I have done.Vhere there will be

no getting sun.

"hile going down-lifesweary road,I'Ll try

11ft eome travlers load;I'll try to turn

the night to day,make flowers bloom,along

the way(the lonely way).
Mr Geer sometimes platne winter legumesin the fall and does
gome winter plowing,breaking up the land and getting 1t into
ghape for spring.During the winter months he repalire fences,
f1lls ditches,zets up wood and does all ¥ind of pepalring.
The corn ,cotton and lespedeza are planted in the spring.
He hag 22 acres in cotton which will produce about thirteen
of cotton.They begin plowing thie cotton about three weeks after
it comes up.It is plowed four or five tines during the season,
and chopped SMtwice,have 25 acres in corn which willl produce
500 bughels of corn,it 1s plowed two Or three times,chopped once
and thinned four or flive weeke after it 1s planted.They have 50 a -
acre in lespedeza which wlll produce IIOD bales of hay,they uow
the weeds off the lespedezes early in the spring and harvest the lae
of August or firet of “eptember.lIn addition to this they have a
gorghunagpmiuliscane petch planted the last of May and make syrup
the Ist of Sept.making 80 mgallons thie year.After paying for
making the molasges they will have about 60 gallons for thelr own

use .They use this molaesee largely for makling cakes in the place

of susar, for candy and eto.PFalesed I00 buashells of sweet potatoes
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put 95 bushell in the dry house for future use,raised 30 bushel
of irish potatoes. Of course they have thelr regular vemzetable mare
den ,raise enough chickens fo own use,milk three cows,have
IS yearliness on the place.ll hogs,will only kill two or three of
thege for own use,epe only have meat through the wint er months.
They attribute their unusually good health to the fact that
they dont eat much meat.

The family plant and cultivate the crop with two
mileg,sonetines hire gome help t0 gather the crop ag they hate
to keep the children out of school over a2 month.They rent for
one third of corn and one fourth of cotton,one half of hay with
seed furnished.They like their land lady real wedal.Get thelr water
from a well for the home use and have three ponde on the place
for the stock.The house has eight roome and 1s kept real neat and
orderly.The boy in college plays the gultar,harmonica and mandalon
Every member of the family is blesped withgood voilce and have a
good quartet in the family.

¥r Geer finished the eighth grade and can help the
children in high gchool with thelr leseons.He 1g working on the
TVeAethis fall,generally works at the cotton gin during the fall
before time to gather corn.Hae farmed moet all his life with
exception of abour seven years public works,he llikes faralng

because of feelinsm of indenedence.

During the rush season they get up between three and
four o'clock and retire between eight and nine as they work until
eight 0'clock sometimes.Don't make a prectice of getting up this
early all the time.

The most recreation they have 1g attending chureh and

singings.They attend the Church of Christ in Bridgeport where




he conducts the singing.The weather never gets too bad,the

sun too bright or the night too black for them to come to churche.
They heve attended seven protracting meetings thils summer,going

in wagons or on trucke,all the family go together.When Mrs Geer
wae asked how she had kept her children together g0 well ghe replied
gshe always carried them to c¢hurch the first place they ever went.
She has spent her life working and trying to make them a success.
ghe believees her unusual family i1s her reward forfor her lifes
work.They do not believe in going to parties and the only songs te
ey sing are gospel hymns.

The boy in high school heard two boys on the

football field quarreling one day and wrote the following poem.

" F7 A G’OOD qFOP;T"

Ffe & good sport wherever you play

never get angry 1in anyway
Jugst follow the rules and you will find
That the players to you will be generous and kind.

Do nothing that will make some oOne angry
Be honest be kind and true

Just do your best and you will pce

That the best willl come back to you.

Be & good eport in your work

Bbe & go00od sport in your play
Jugt alwaye remember these words
Be the Yeegt wherever you S%W'

Sanuvel Geer,age I17.

They are a happy and contented famlly,doing at

all times what they think oe right.The following sent to them by

their daughter in florence 1s a true expresgsion of their fedling toe
vard each other.




"$OTHE MOST WONDERFUL FAMILY IN

v4th love untiedly they work
Beneath the shining sun,

not one of them would dare to shirk
Before the work wae done.

with pride,I call family:
Tith love,devotion too,
and I know I'm thinking soundly,

¥hen I love like I do.

I love you Daddy,Mother,
Brothers and glsters too

I there's not another
Family=just llke you.

Vargaret
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MAMIE TURNER

Mamie Turner is the mother of three boys and two girls. The
oldest boy, Eddie, being 23 and the youngest girl, Rebecca, being seven.
The three boys are married, Eddie, Olga (Eddie's wife) and their two-
vear old daughter live with Mamie and the two girls., The other two
boys and their wives did live with them until they had a family
guarrel and moved out to themselves,

They live in an old two-story dilapidated frame house which
has been painted green but the paint is well worn, faded and dirty
from the smoke and soot from the passing and switching trains in the
nearby railroad yards, There is an old trellis barely hanging to the
front porch and both the front and back steps are in need of repalr,
You will find a few geraniums and ferns on the porch in pans and buckets
of various sizees and shapes,

You are met at the front gate and smnounced by the barks of old
Bill, the bird dog, and it is advisable to wait until %ﬁme member of
the family comes to the front door and calls to him before you enter
the gate., Mamie will not hesitate to tell you that he will bite and
that he is a great fighter and they have refused teo take $75.00 for
him, They had another bird dog by name of Max but he ran across the
railroad track one t0o0 many times and a train killed him,

The house contains six rooms and bathj kitchen, dining room and
bedroom downstairs and two bedrooms and one room they use to store
hay for the cow and the 350 pound hog that has just been killed and
galted zway, upstairs, The house is clean but has rather upset appear-

ance due to the number of people in the family. The kitchen furniture

consiste of stove, table, chair and safe, The paint has Bll been worn
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Mamie Turner

from around the linoleum from constant scrubbing., The walls are dirty
and in bad shape because the roof was struck by lightning on Zaster

Sunday and the rain ruined the walls before the roof could be replaced.

The dining room has teble and chairs and the bedroom downstalrs has

nice bedroom suite and cgbinet radio., All the floors have linoléums,
They pay $12.00 per month house rent,

Mamie was reared in So, Pittsburgh, Tenn, and worked in a hosiery
mill there until her early marrisge to a coal miner from Whitwell, Tenn,
She says that he never was any account and that she could not become
a christian as long as he lived and she had to be bothered with him,
Ee has been dead almost a year, dying away from home at one of his
gister's, Since his death Mamie has joined the church and attends
regularly.

Eddie is a mounter at the Jacob's Manufacturing Co., when they
are not out on a strike. A majority of the employees of the stove
foundry have been on strike for over a year most of the time, He has
been working for the last three months regularly. He gets four days
work a week and for this he receives from $12,00 to $15.00 . Olga
started working at the Browning Hosiery Mill while Eddie was on strike
and worked until the new wage and hour bill went into effect., Then
gshe could not make her task and was laid off, She says she doesn't
believe any girl ever worked any harder than she and had any better
time before her marriage. She did a great deal of the housework, all
the laundry for the family, had a paper route and went to school. She
is a high school graduate, Mamie's other two sons and their wives
work at the hoslery mill and make from $12 to $15. per week, One of
the boys, his wife and baby come very often and spend the week-end,

On these oceasions you will hear them laughing and talking and the

radio turned on as loud as it will play and an occasional cry from
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one of the babies. The other son and daughter-in-law do nt come there
because of the family quarrel.

For ceveral months Mamie kept four T.V.A. boarders and received
¢20 a week from them, They have their own cow, which they kept staked
sut until cold weather and them built a stall for her just out of the
beck door. They raised some chickens and a small garden, from which
che canned several cans of vegetables. They picked blackberries and
put them up.

The two oldest boys play baseball and softball and the whole family
attend these games. The boys like to hunt and fish and some times the
wives will go along for a two-day's fishing and camping trip. The
girls enjoy going to picture shows, Sunday School and singirg. The
youngest girl started to school last year and the other girl is in Jr.
High School. Eddie has promised to send her to college when she finishes
high school as her ambition is to become a teacher,

It is 2 common sight to see the childrem running around over the
neighborhood to seversl houses borrowing anything from wash tub to
baking soda,

Mamie and Olgza are busy from way before daylight until after dark
cooking, washing and ironing and doing the house work. They all get
cross and fussy but they are a happy family. Theysare independent, do

not receive any help from any outside source,
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Issac Slsughter said: I wuz bormed on March 15, 1845, in

Greenshore. Oeorgla, the slave of John 1, Slaughter, This is
whet my sister, Dosha, says in the family Fidle, Slister Dos'e
she lives in Dpdeville, Aladbama, and she 1s one and one=half
years older than me. I wvuz on Flint Rver in Ggorgia during the
Civil ¥ar, and awse, de sighte I 414 see! 1 seed men and hawvoes
laying all around me dead, and I wuz scared Just "bout half o

e- th"*,

"Sow papa, be careful what you $ell, you mow yo! don't wvant
to de tellin' things viat ain't true,” sdmcnished his dsughter,
. ¥th this Sloughter ufed s var tales.

"Well, wo roved to Tadesville, Alsbame, from Ceorgis with de
Sleughters, and dey‘'s o ploce called Slaughter's Oroscing thare now,
I reclaims, and me sister, Dosha, ~he atill lives there, I'se pot
two sisters snd Sw0 brothers living yet, I reclain. Maven't heard
from thea in 2 long time but I reclainm ns "ow some of the folks
vould have writ if they war any of them dead, MNe sister, Sophia,
1ivees in Blminghan, ut lavee hove porey me child, I haven't seed
her in o long, long time."

“¥ell, Slamghter, viere did you come from vhen rou moved heret?”

“I'se done moved here from Yort Payne, Alabsna, in 1891. 1'%e
worked on 4o reilroad vhen I%se ever in Tort Pame. 1'20 worked at
de ice plant vhen I'e first comed here, and den I done storted %
butchering for Mr, Clders. 1I'z¢ lived a2t de slaushter pen and

raised sheep, pigs and cattle for MNr, Clders %0 Hlll., Don't uess

you remembey Mr, Cideors, but you da'dy &o. Den I'se butcherd for
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jiffereont cnes up % the last fow yoars, Mt now I 1am®t able to
11t 4o vost and handle NiS.*

uwhter hos been 2 Tomiliar fimre around
irldgevort in Dio r od clothing., stalned with Dlood from Ml

atchering, an' senomnlly sbout tem or Swelwe doge folloving him,

becange of the bBlood and meat odor about him, ince he hasn

g torme butcheringes the o pet folleow hie s t oV 4. e 1
1 T'-1”".! ]"'1 »d e Lo tTr-' 0y 0 x‘.' 2 5 t- T t.* t hNea
real name 19 ughter t think he derived hie name from hie

i ® '-. ’ k| ™= % f |
"Well, Miome, I Jeat mises 1it8le true sches. 1 Zrowe

all kinds of vegetables, snd year before last

-
|1
¢
0O

3
r
- .

12 18t your I A14n%S srow no cotton. I don't use no plow for

v

low mch ground d0 you havet"
'T trucks sbout three lota, snd I wus "bout to ferglit to tel)

2 "vout sy vigse I mised o one iz for ocur owm use sl sold one
11t%1e pig, and hod one %0 die. Tou see, Flosus, I pathers w clop
st the stores edery momnin', and cne of oy 141ttle pden, 1 nowe, /0%
a Tish bone an ot ¢oked on 28."

*20 you owvlm your own hamet®
daughter, Ture heyve, she own dis place,.*
ure and Slaughter 1ive in 2 1ittle foureroon frame house, «Meh
is intad ita, trismed in green, with flovers and shmbdery around
it. hen you enter the house you go iate the liviag ™o «1ich
ntaing an overmstuifed liviag room sulte, wool Mg ond floor lsm,
he valls are papered, and lace curtains, stiffly sterched, hanf from

t' e vindows.

lgughter's soom containg yicher 11Ving room suilte, white bed,
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round Sable, huffet and curtaing, Tis rom 'as linoloum on @&e

floor, and s chumn of milk was setting by ¢ firenlece on the hearth.
iIn "ne cormer of & ™R O A OMUE iz &2 nnch of o) weonries ad

dotures, 4 lgughter pointed these ~utl to me and oadd, "That i
nana ! Lavhouse, 2 £o% all dem Docl n dctures out svery

T.if‘j“it "ﬂ“ he PO Tt e I 1-‘_’".--"-' nt 2N, ' s U 1_ ag Are anonge

op X ble, me on® 298 2 o at the foaal door about this time,
"Hell, bDless your he:pd, come right in out of that mow."

I "t :_' u %0 . e cﬁ: Favr o ta -}-.ﬂ -~ e the e Vv Fr"'.'["

- “
h, Row Jum yo u't mat cone nn i out,.
| ] 4 - . = o s i wy 5 . T ® oy, -
iy, honay, 1f you could see dem coven =2irts 1I%se got %o irom,

nd washin® %o do desides &:t] Wus you done be lookin' for compeny,

"I Just wnted you %0 waoh vy thes »nd clean =y Swe rooms Tor

?
o
b
-
cr

It vas finally revealed by Turs that'er mbond, John Servy, wms
Hlled Suring the M4 "ar in Frenoe, i she pot 2 penoion from e
vernnent, “he ia one of the dest pragtical murses in town, and this
snaolies her %o live vory comfortabdly.
ey, vhat tiee do you got wp every moming?*

T 4ot howve 80 soetinl tie 0 £1% W, netines I #4% uwo

"bout 7370 and cometimes bout H130. I dest £o0s wp and builde me
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g fire and looks 2t my pleture booke until &ylisht, wnd demn I poes
o town and gathers wp oy alop, and den I oomes nok and Sl Yy
breakfost and oo un In do 1914 snd il o2 & fire and sharis

diz-4in' in o eround.”

*T polonse 0 de Primitive Javtisnt, Dut 1 been o member Tor obey

t!_fﬁnt'lﬁfiw trh rﬂ- I nt{: t_’ I 'fjt iy 1 n ’ 1*_?;\' b | t“r}—*g' .’

beon Aue to n exting much moat, don't drink coffee or any othay
kind of stronge Arink. I neber Mad 10id a2t night or exposed myself.
e only Sine I Deon exposed to 4o wenther i working. Fo 't of oy

ting 12 utternilk and combread on e 140t brendd., 1 won't

Turs sald, "Thot's the onliest thing pepa is extravoasant Shout
is his super and candy., Twenty-f'ive ceants worth of ougnr won't last

ok, and papa kin oot tventy-Tive cents wvorth of oy "y daw,

he ain®t ot & %ooth 1 e had, I don't think 1% wstef)

To, Iz Just sfiliking t0ds a8 for o Redzghbor who 12 svny. I
poing %o Sy and Duy her If ahe will 108 me,®

"1 guese I'm de oldest person in town,® Slaughter sadd, ad
oan sod Jest as pood as enydbody vWAthout slasses, Ouese I munt hed
ny second eyesight, case 1 oan remcmber wvhen long t%iae ageo I omldn't
gee 50 wall, My hearin®s good to0., Most that's wrong wid me 19 Jeat
old age.”

Ve vere again iatersu tod by a 'nock at the doow,

"My, cooe wight in, Unele Artimy,. 744 you have a nice Christhan?®

‘108, yes, 414 you all Md Fora (Slawrbhter's grenddsughter) come




Issa0 Slaugshter ‘.
lowm for Christmas?®
Yeg, she and ber old maa Just cone down snd spent the day,
34 vou find your folks all wallT*
T0e TN ' 48 s O iR Dad, ™
¥ith this sl ] nele Artur peed into silence oy
ad fa tumed &0 B us 11T re J‘: to regume the ponverant Ne
Do you have any more childrem™™
Tas'um, Mesus, %= ot two mox chiem, Alice and Mayy,
o e 110 in Fansas City, d I%e ) ohe 200, "arl, Ne's deen
lead for thirty-two yorrs, "
here iz your dog, "laughtox?
"well, ¥y wus \ROe you wus ne obar hare Wiore, mn nie oy

ploture vid Fayo, ear done rannad r e aad Xlled him, I shorve
is gZled dat you made our ploture ne brought me one, ¢ I
11dn't no pleture of Eayo. 1% still pot my old Big "Muffy” cat
though, =l aleo 208 s Swenty hana,

hy, Mssus, vhat% wrong wid Alobans ‘at der don't 10 de
014 folks n» pemnicm ore ole Arthur chised in., "AD ne thougsht
iat's vind  Wus doing here vas % e "bout o onsion,®

‘Al loes ooy sone of the o)d peopls neniom, » of then
in Jacksam County gze$ 6,00 per momth, but you must male spplicaticon
in Seottsboro for tide.”

t

"“Lawee how merey, I vish I could ¢

"
000 a month,

sen maybe

nd sometines not "t41 EB:%0 or

ouldn®t h'b %0 41z #0 hard in do zround for o 1iving.”
Wh bt time 40 you 20 to bed 2% nigh?®
‘Sovetines I goee %o Ded Dol 7350

9 o'clock,"
Ture oald "PTame playe in his olavhouse ebory niaht

0% In

fromt of de fire in hin chalr, dat's bis chaly specially,. . See, it's
A .,E- tlﬂ 0w C F:ir. Tola h(}" 1_0';," ~tn La¥a) ﬂtq in !1: .'t"l 1o t'!‘!}. -r.




Isnsc “loughter 5

smokes his pive and olinge.*
"Wt does he sing?®
All kinds of songe.”
*Could vo fve m ne of themt®
"In cak voice he sursured the folloving somgs
"I'¥ goons be on de battlefield
I*s sonna D8 on de '
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die
die
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ather's will
thorts will
.;.t‘u..ﬂ-r‘.-: '11
t-.‘“a"r' g will

I'a gonna keop my
I'2 gonna keep oy
1'a gonna keep
1% ponng kewm
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“.._HI‘.*
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byt =t

o

I's going down the wmlley §
1'n poing dowm the wall to pmey
I*m poing down the wmlley 1
I"m poing dowm the w t

5 oman nelchdors right lord
'n sonna Sreat my neishbors right lom

3
:
;

2 b=l &
3

‘a sonne treat nelshbore ikt lamd
'n romns trect my nodghbors right loxd
111 I ate

. < :

24 ll e
Y

“Tnt los® am kinda baxd %5 de sonetimes.®

"1 had better Be goling®, I 2ald,"ss Tum has 20 muech vork to de,
ahe will never got through.®

"Ton's worry "out dat, cidle,” she eadd, "I%e sorry I can't
think of no more %o Sell you "Dowit papa. I mean S0 make o trip dowm
to Dadeville and find out all I can "dout hinm snd see 4ot famlly
Pible, If I find out sy more I will 108 you now. I shore do thank

ou for dat pleture of papee It 2'ore 40 lock Jest 1ike Ma, I 1)

had %o send 48 to his granddanghter, Noma, in Chattanoogn % eee, and




Isapc "langhter

ahe can send 1% back tOome.®
By thiz time we were at the front door,

"Hell, Mesus, I'se glad you done cone S0 see us, But I hates

$0 see you out im dis snow snd cold weather, Be conin® back, mdé

if us thinks of anything ol I will come ober and %Sell yom. TOW

alisht g0 ober ;4 see Avnt Ann and Aunt Mplly Xellson and Aund

iary ar® al! old Sesroes and




The Snoderase Pamily (colored) Jennie Sue -Williams
Hollywood, Alabama Jackson County, Ala.
Formers

THE SNODGRASS FAMILY

It was lamp lightin' time when I arrived at the Snodgrass home.
Aster introductory remarks and my business made kmown, we were cseated
around the large open fireplace and King David Snodgrazss started telling
his life story.

"I's King David Snodgrass; wuz borned below Bellefonte, Alabema,
in 1884 on the Texas Snodgrass place. My great-grandmother was a slave
of de Snodgrasses. My mother here owns de place here and lives wid us.”

"How many children do you havel"

"Let me see here, I'll have to do a little countin'. My fingers
done run out. We have eleven livin' and one dead. The oldest child is
33 years old. His name ig Floyd and he conks at de Scottsboro Hotel."

"Did he have any special training in cooking?"

"Just what his mother here learned him."

"Our second boy is 32 years old, his name is John Wesley and he is
married and is a farmer.

"Dave Roy ie the third child. He is 29 years o0ld and is alsoe a farmer.

"The fourth child is dead.

“Loula Mae is the fifth. She is a school teacher at Fackler and is 26
years old. She is married.

"William Henry is next, he is 24 and is married and is 2 farmer.

"“Horace is 22 and is a preacher.

"Sara Jane is 20, married and lives in Chattanooga.

"King Daniel is 17, he goes to school and is in de Qth grade.

"Martha Beatrice is 15 and is in the Zth grade.

"James Franklin is 12 and in de 5th gzrade.

"Iucy Imogene is 9 and in de Yth grade,

and dat's de end. We had




Snodgrass Family

seven grandchildren."

"That makes five children with you now, doesn't it?" I incuired.

"That's right and me and my wife and mother.

"I's married Miss Mattie Lou Tolliver in 190,

"I made de profession in 1889 and wuz ordained a deacon in 1927. 1
hadb been president of de Sunday School Convent ion for 2 years. De
convention 'cludes people from Madison County, Jackson County and part
of Tennessee. Dey meets once a year at different places and they're
'lowed from 3 to 5 delegates. Yes, and I has been asgsistant secretary
of the association for 5 years. I thinks dat's 'bout all my churdch
history."

"What is the name of this church?®

"The New Hope M,ssionary Baptist Church.

"I'e served as worshipful master of de Masoniec order for 3 years and
represented de lodee at de grand lodge in Anniston, Alabama. I's joined
de Masons in 1903 and served as pastor of de chapter for 15 years. Was
secretary of de lodge for 15 years. Believe dat's 'bout all my offices in
de lodge.

"I's served as president of de P.T.A. for 3 years and served as trustee
of school for 8 years. We have a new $8,000 school building that haven't
moved into yes, waiting on de inspectore to come and look it over. There
is a fight on between Scottesboro and Hollywood, both trying to get the
colored high school. All there is now in this county is junior higzh.

"“Tou must have a good education to have held all these offices in the
church, lodge and school.”

"l went to de ninth grade. B.ck in my day deylet dem teach school
when dey got to de fourth grade. I helps my children now wid their

problems.




Snodsrass Family

"I never cussed or used a bad word or called one of my children
a liar in my life. If I's ever caught dem telling a story and whupped
dem fer it dey wuz not called liare.”

"No you give your mother credit for your useful and good lifel”

"No, the little wife.

"When we wuz fust married, one day we wuz out in de field and I told
her to give me a plow and she hands me de wrong one and I called her a
'eump'!. She run to de house an' I followed her and found her eryin'.I say to her,
Tf you'll hush I never will call you no other name like dat,'! and I haven't.

"How do you ever get enough food for your family and all your company
to last during the winter months?"

I's jest like an ant, busy all summer laying up fer winter. We kills
four hogs, milks 2 cows, have our own chickens, potatoes, homemade syrup,
can our vegetables. Our cotton is 'bout all we have to market. Our biggest
expense is shoeing and clothing these children. Our cotton just 'bout takes
care of dat.

"Course I's worked some on public works. I's been a carpenter and a
brick mason.™

Here the "Lonesome Four Quartet" enter.

"I wvaz gittin' worried 'fraid dem boys wuz not comin'", explained
King David. The wife replies in a fine tone, "I wuz not 'fraid when I
told Preacher to do anything, but what he'd do it." 3By this time Presacher
has his quartet assembled and announces, "The first number on our program
will be our usual theme song,"

'On the Highway and in the Hedges.'
'Sometimes I feel Like.'
'Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.'!

'Iittle David, Play on your Harp.'

'I dreemed of a church had been Yorned




Snoderass Family

'You got to Walk dat Lonesome Valley.'

‘Drive on.'

ITry and hold on to the Lord.'

My Brother won't you sit down.'

'Take your burden to the Lord and Leave it there,' revised themselves.
'Standing by the Bedside.'

'Do you wanns be my lover?'

ENVIROMMENT
Describe neighborhood: The Snodgrass family live in a small Negro
settlement mown as "The Barrens." A few sc ttered Negro cabins in run-
Jdonw condition, Masonic Hall which is located in front of the Snodgrass
home and the Missionary Bagptist Church about 100 yards up the road from
the home, constitute the settlement.
The outer buildings on the Snodgrass farm consists of unpainted

barn 30x40, smokehouse and an old-time buggy shed.

Describe house! The eightwroom dilapidated house containg five

bedrooms, dining room, kitchen mmd pantry. The front bedroom is fur-
nished with wooden bedstead with high headboard reaching over half way

to the ceiling. On this bed is placed large pillows and also an iron
bedstead. An 0ld washstand with large family picture hanging askew from
above, an old dresser, machine and table, two lamps, a larze open fire-
place and high brick mantel with old-fashioned clock on it. The walls

are ceiled and in time have been painted greamm. Their clothes are hansing

from nalls on the doors and walls and an old-time large pocketbook and

burial insurance policy also adorn the walls besides the many family

pictures. Ome window with ragged lace curtain and shade. There are
four doors leading from the room, the little pickaninntes heads are
are bobbing and peeping around the doors. Six or seven straight cane

bottom chairs complete the furnishings of the room.




King David Snodgrass is 54 years of age although you wmld take him
to be much older as his hair has started turning gray. BHe welghs 130
pounds and is five feet five inches tall. Tglks in a low muffled voice.

Is a black Negro and was dressed in an o0ld palr of overalls and a blue coat.

Mattie Lou Tolliver Snodgrass, wife of Kingz David Snodgrase, tells her
life story dbriefly. "I wuz born in December, 1894. Went to school for
'bout nine ycars. While de other folks did de farm work I did de housework,
sewing and cooking.

"I'se served =8 secretary of de church for four years and mother of de
church for three years.

"I'se served as Matron of de Eastern Star for ten years and has held all
seven offices in de lodge. 1 has represented de grend chapter five tims,
two in Birmingham, two in Tuscaloosa and one in Annigton.”

Mattie Lou weighs 120 pounds, is 5 feet 3 inches tall, is a black Negro,
her halr has turned gray and one of her eyves is larger than the other, glving
her the appearance of being crosseyed. Her voice is imperative and is easy
to see that she is the "boss."

Neatly dressed in 2 black crepe dress, blue sweater, neat black oxfords,
and cotton hose.

Incy Ray Snodgrass, the mother of King David Snodgrass, was born in
Cherokee County, Alabama, in 186k,

Only had three children, two of which are livins now.

Has been married for fifty-five years, husband been dead four years.

Is a member of Hew Hope Missionary Bantist Church and has been for 57 years.

She will weigh 150 and is a yellow Negsro, doesn't look to be as old as
she is. ©She gets around real well for her age. Wears glasses. Has zold

earrings in her ears, strand of imitation pesrls arrund neck, print dress

and apron. Has a low voice and talks very slow. 1t is easy to see that




althoush she is the mother-in-law, she is not the "boss."

Preacher Horace Snodgrass, son of Mattie Lou and King David Snodgrass,
ig 22 yeers old. Made profession when seven years old and joined the church
when nine years of age.

Attended elementary school in Hollywood, then attended school in Selma
for 2 years, went 1 year to Chattanooga and one year in Nashville, Tennessce.
Was pastor of First Baptist Church in Columbia, Tennessee, while attending
school in Nashville. Had an enrollment of 500 members.

He does evangelistic work altogether now. Is Miasionary of Sunday School
Convent ion. Has been all over Tennessee Valley with his ocuartet.

Preacher weighe 135 and is 5 feet 6 inches tall, wears glasses. Has a nice,
pleasant voice. Is a black Negro and dressed in dark blue suit with tie. Is
leader of the "Lonesome Four Quartet.”

Leslie Grayson was born in Hollywood and finiched the eighth grade. Has
followed farm work most of life. Takes active part in church work. Sings bass
in the "Lonesome Four Qu,rtet."

Leslie is 19 years o0ld and weighs 175 pounds, has broad shoulders and
round face. He is a yellow Negro. Dfessed in overalls and a brown coat and
heavy shoes. Is the 1¥ e of the quartet.

O. J. Henry was bom in Lim Rock, Alabama, and moved to Eollywood when
3 years of age. Finisgshed grammar school and has svent most of life farming.

Is working in Scotteboro at the hospital now.

He is 21 years of age, weighs 150 lbs., 6 feet tall, Black Negro. Dressed
in neat blue sut . Is the baritone in the gquartet. Has a clear voice with
characteristic Negro brogue.

Charlie Hardrick was born in Hollywood. Has been a farmer until
last 6 or 7 years, is working on WPA now.

He is 26 years of age and weizhe 160, 5 feet 9 inches trll, lisht colored
Negro. 1s the temor in the quartet. D_essed in overalls, sweat shirt and

heavy brogan shoes.

3/29/39
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Kelly 1y (¥hite) Jennie Sue Williams
Bri t, Aladbama Jackson County, Alabama

Teacher and ¢ar inspector

THE EKELLY FAMILY

The familiar straine of "Home Sweet Home"™ welcomed me as I reached
the Kelly homs.

Mrs. Kelly was playinz the plamo; Joyce, her daughter, the violinj
and Harry Igmn, son, the trombone. They rendered several other numbers
after my arriwval, m::.g them being "Mericalia Rose", "Oh, Sweet Mystery
of 1ife"®, and "Once in 2 While." HNrs. Kelly explained as she flipped the music
on the plano, "We were jurt doing a little practicing. Harry Iynn goes to
Jasper, '!'iu.un once 2 week and takes lessons.

"Jayce, just got in last night. B5he attends State Teachers' College
in Murfreesboro, Temnesses. That is where I attended school. I have
$anzht in the Bridgeport olementary school for tem years, teaching the
third zrade. I only make $65.00 per month, bdut that helps. Prior to thisr
I taught the sixth grade in South Pittsburgh, Tennessee for two years.
Then defore that I taught plano lessons for several years. Ouess teaching
school is just naturally in my bdlood though, because my mother and father
vere both teachers. My fether was instrumental in getting the high scheol
established here, Whem he beceme principal they only had a junior high
gchool. Through his efforts twomore years were added and a bullding erected.
Ho died in Boomville, Arkansas vhile teaching. MNother has mmrried again
but still teaches.

"My brother, Will Bas, and sister, Clara, also teach. Will Eas

married » school teacher and Clara has Deen married twice, bdoth of her

husbands being teachers. Her first msband was killed in an automobile




Alabama - The Kelly Family 2

wreok.

"So you see I came from a long line of teachers." Oetting wp
from the planoe bench and bringing some pictures to the divan, she con=
tinues, "Theee are plotures all of my two nephews." Then turning to
Harry Iynn, vho has deen listening to the conversation, says, "You had
Yetter rua aslong if you sre going to finuish that job pouring concrete.”
Earry Iyna replics, "Well, I guess I had better get along and make
ny family & livin'! and get back and do the dishes,.®

"You need not worry about getting so good to do the dishes. You
can't have the oar tonight.™ As he goes out the door he murmurs,
*1 think a poor hard working man chould be allowed some privileges.”
After his departure Mre. Eelly looks proudly after him and thea as if
suddenly realizes she is not alone, says, "Harry Iynn i3 a great worker.
He ploks up any kind of odd jJobs he can find when not in schools spray
trees, cuts weeds, puurs concrete, or anything to make money. Last year
he planted tomoto seeds and raised plants and sold them $0 one of the mer~
chants in town. He sawves his noney an? has 2 nice little hank accouns.
If he gets any money as a Christmas gift he will 20 and benk 1t. He
does like %0 drive the car and I don't mind anymore than I'm afraid 1%
will give him the dig head at his age. I have an awful feeling adbmt that.®

Jayee, the Negro mald and Joyce, the daughter, have deen in the
adjoining room playing Chinese checkers and listeaing to the radie.
Nre. Kelly says to her daughter, "You had bDetter go on %o town®, and teo
the maid, "Tou had better finish with the cleaning.” Agter they were
romoved to the back of the house she continues, "I feel that we have
been very fortunate. We have our home and 1t furnished comfortadly
and Chevrolat oar. We built the house fourteen yemrs ago and do not ave

anyone a penny for anything. Besides our home we have a house located in

the colored section of town that we rent to a colored family. The reason
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ve have this house in our possession, Harry loaned the Wegro who owned
the house money %o pay the taxes and took a mortg-ge on it. After the
Beero's death the only way he emld get his money back was by paying off
soma mome debts and taking over the house.
We have heefi lusky so far as good health is concerned, ¥We have never
had any large doctor bills. S
We have our own cow, chickens, hogs and I have a steam pressure canner
which smsbles me to ean anything from spinach to Surkey. I often say that
we naid for our house by eating soup. We have an alectric washing machine
and I do my own weshing.
*I belong to the Smstern Star, but I don't go becanse after teaching
and doinz most of my work, I dom't feel 1ike 1i%. I 414 balong to the
Bridgeport Literary Club but resizgned as I d1dn't have time for 1%t elther.
I%n one of the trustees of the church and Joyce and I play for ehnrch services
wvhen we're in town but we often go to Pikeville, Temnessee, %o spend the weslk-

end.”

4 /4/39
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ENVIRONMENT »

Descride Neighborhood: The Eelly home is located on Ounningham
Avenme, one bldek from the business sectioa of town. T™he raillroad runs
at the back of the house, batweea the hcmia and town. On the same side
of the street next t¢o tham is an old Swo=siory house which has been
painted gzreem in time, but is dadly in fded of palnt. Directly opposite
the Kelly home is the walls of an old two-story house, the inside and roof
of the house having been destroyed by fire,

On this same aide of the street bdut 200 ysmrds up the street is located
a frame school building, drick grammar sehool amd s $60,000 high school
building nov under construction.

Deseribe houset The Kelly home is & little gray bungalow containing
six rooms becldes the bath and breelfast rooms.

The livines room furniture consiests of overctuffed living room sulte,
radlo table and philco radie, plano, vhatnok behind the door, and floor
lamp. The four windows have nice shades, curtaine and drapes over them.
T™hre are French doors between the living room and dining room. These tweo
rooms heve wool ruge allike.

The dining room suite consists of table, chaire, Duffet, and china
eabinet, also a large elrculstor and long cedar chest used for s torage of
linens and quilts This room hee three windows with shades and curtains.

From the dining room you entor the kitchen which contains an eolectrie
stove, wood range, kitchen cabinet, built~in cabinet fir dishes, sink with
double drain bonrds, slectric churn and desk.

Color scheme of gray and blue earried out with gray =nd dlue lisoleum.

There are two windows in the kitchen.

From the kitchen you enter the breakfast room. You'll find in here




Hame of Interviewed Jennie Sue Williams
Mres. Juanita Chism Kelly Jackson County, Ala,

MRS, JUANITA CHISM KELLY

Mrs. Kelly is 38 years of age, weighs 190 pounds and is five
foet and 7 inches in height, She has light brown halr, sparkling
blue eyes and umusually white complexion. Has a pleasant volice, and
talks faster as she becomes excited.

She was wvearing a light blue silk house coat and a pair of

old vhite slippers without hose,

5/5/39
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Name of Interviewed Jennie Sus Williams
Harry A. Eelly Jackson County, Ala,

EARRY A, KELLY

Harry Kelly is 35 years of age, is five feet nine inches tall and
wveighs 150 pounds; has hasel eyes and his hair has been dark drown dut
is prematurely gray. He has a ruddy complexion and talks in a very
slovw loud voice.

He was wearing overalls and a khaki work shirt and work shoes.

In his slow mamner Mr, Kelly explains, "I have worked for the
Haghville Chattancoga and S5t, Louls Railread as car inspector for 17
years,

"Before I started working for the railraod I worked on my Pa'e

fara in Pikeville, Tennessee where I was born and reared, I did spend

about two years in Ohio after I was grown. I'm making $0.50 a day

now but haven't made that all the time I've worked for the company.

"I have two sisters and two brothers, Mildred and Madge are
married and live in Akron, Ohio., MNildred's husband makes good money,
and Madge's husband does too but he spends lots of 1t drinking and
going on sprees. Ma and Pa sent her to Chio %o keep her from marrying
him but he followed her and they married anyway.

"Charlie and his wife and child live in Detroit, Mich, She is his
second wife, The firet one died, Henson and his wife and two children
live in Pikeville, Tenn," Mrs. Kelly halts him here, "Stop talking
80 much about your family and talk more about yourself." His face
furns a 1little vhite and then back to its natural color as he resumes
his talking,

"I bdelong to the Masonie Order and $o the Methodist Church,
being one of the trustees, Yes and I'm 3 strong republican,




Harry A, Kelly
Jackson Oounty, Alabama

"I start to work at 1100 P. M, and get off at 9300 P. M, This
gives me ample time to make a garden or any kind of odd jobs around
the place that I need %o do. I like this ghift better than any of

them, *

5/5/39
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refrigerator. 8Six half length windows with yellow curtains,
On the other side of the house is a smell sitting room with 2 French

door detween it and the living room. This room comtains small living room

gsul te, secretary, single spool bed and whatnot in the corner and a small

radio. There is 2 grate in this room snd lineoleum on floor. It has
three windows with shades and pink curtains.

You enter the froat dedroom from the little sitting room. It is furnished
with dedroom suite consisting of bed, dressing table and bench and chiffomier.
Has a dbuilt-in closet and grate in this room. Has linecleum on floor and two
windows with curtsin and shades.

The bdathroom is detwsen the fromt and bdback dedrooms and opens out
into a small hall. It has three half windows with about the usual furnishings
in a bathroom. Color scheme of orchid and white used in here,

The dack bedroom contains aa old-fashioned wardrobe, dresser, bed and
seving machine. This room has two windows.

The floorssthroughout the house are hardwood and ivory woodwork. The
walls are all kept freshly papared.

The dback porch is screened and used in the summer as a slesping porch.

The steps and front vorch are eomerete. They have a zlider, porch swing
and wicker porch set on the parch which is sometimes removed to tha lawva vhich
is well kept, having beem planted in dluegreass. The shrubbery and flowers
vhich have dbeem os well arranged around the house are very pretty sad un-
usually attractive.

The driveway is on the left of the house as you enter and garage and
smokshouse is located 2t the back of the house,
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HARRY IYNN KELLEY

Barry Ignn Kelley is 15 years of age, has 1izht hair 2nd Dlue pyes.
He is very large to his age welghing 175 pounds and being 5 feet £ inches tall.

HBe was dressed im Dlue trusers and blue sweater with his first
football letter beling on it.

Harry Iynn is full of life like all boys and enthuesiastically tells,
"I'a pregident of the UH Club in Jackson County. I raised last year as my
project & plg, and this year I'n ralsing a ealf. I'11 $all you it sure dods
scare me wvhem I have %o gzet up and make a talk before a large crowd. PFart
of the MH doys from the county made a trip to Vashington last summer but I
41d4n"% 2o decause they went by bus and it makes me slck at mwy stomach to
ride a long distance jolting maround in an old bus. The year before we went %o
Auburn and on to Hontgomery.

"I%n a sophomore in high school and enjoy playing football.

*There are six of us boys in town that have & club. We have our
club rom over one of the boys daddy's store. In the room we have all
kinds of games, books and radio. Sometimes we give varties up there but
we always have a chaperon v_h-n we do.

¥e do not allow anyone up there except clud members. It is a very
exclusive club.”

JOYCE EKELLEY

Joyee Kelley is 17 years of age. She is a platinum blonde; is five
feet O inches in helght and whight 120 pounds. She can talk Taster than Valter
Vinchell when she gets stadted talking.

She was wearing an aqua print dress, anklete and oxfords.

Joyce sayst "I went to Nashville, Tenneesee, the other day with
the orchestra from school and we played for the Tennessee Bducatiomal

Association. Ve have also broadcast from V.S5.M. in Nashville. I like

school fine and hate for it to De out.®




JOYCE WALXER, COLORED MAID

Joyee Valker, colored mald, works for the Xelleys on Saturdays and after

school when needed.
She is 13 years of age, 1s a bdlack Negro and wears her halr plaited all

over her head inllittls nigtails. She weighs 90 pounds, and is four fe~t
and 9 inches in height. Talks in a slow Negro brogue.

She was wvearing & blue figured print dress with vhite apron which was tled
around her waist with l1ittle bib in front. She had on rum~down oxfords and full
length cotton hose.

Joyce says, "1%se in de fourth grede and has 7 brothers and sisters at
home. VYe uns fights sometimes.” MNrs. Eslley says. "Joyce, vho lives in Aunt
Ann's house since she died?" Joyce looks up with & grin on her face and her
ayes groving larger, replies? "Don't nodody live dar now. "Fore Aunt Ann
died she told Uncle John if "m he moved intc her house after she dled dat
she'd come back and ha'nt him. But after she died he didn't pay mo "tenshun
to vhat she had done told him and moved in and slept in her Ded. Dat night
Aunt Aan done "peared to him and told him she would jmt give him fouwr
days to move out of her houséd. He didn®"$ wait no four days thoughs he

moved out de mext day."

5/5/39
8.9,




Dock Grant Hill (Colored) Jennie Sue Williams,
Bridgeport, Aled ama. Bridgeport, Alabama
From Interview

DOCK GRANT HILL

"I waz borm in M{ller County, Georgia, in 1868, on de ¥, 8,
Grimes farm, I wuz six years old when we uns left dar and we uns
spent one year on de way back here making me seven years old when
we uns got back from dat long Journey, Mother and dad =and de
childuns thought they had saved enough money to make the long
journey from Georgia to Alabmma, but we uns ran out of funds and
rations and had to stop down 'tween Atlanta and Eockmart, Georgla,

and work 'fore we uns could come on, Yo! see dar wuz eleven of

we uns in de party. Ifg uns left dar with twe steers and wagon.

I kin tell you de name of dem if you would like to put hit down,
Dey wuz Ben and Buck, Ben died on de way back and we uns had to
swap our two-horse wagon for a one~horse one and Buck brought us on
in to Alasbama, It shore wus a sad story of de time we uns had a
1ittle bread to eat and part of de time we uns didn't hav' nothin'
to eat,

After we uns got back we uns made a crop wid old Huck and den
swvapped him to Frepk Hembree for a horse named Dick, Dick wusz a
wonderful horse and lived to be thirteem years o0ld, One day he
walked up to de front door and looked in and neighed and den he
turned 'round and walked off - dem dat night old Dick died, I will
tell you missus, dat ole horse knowed he was gwine to die and wuz tryin'
to tell we uns 'bout hit,"

How many children were there in the family?®

"Dey wuz fourteem ov us childuns and dey all liked to be growm
'cept two."

"How many are still living?®
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been opened, She comed in and asked who done opened hit and dey told her

hit wuz me and she 1it in on me and gib me one ov de hardest whuppin's I eber got,
I told her after she got through dat she ought not to whup me case I wuz

grown, but she 'lowed as how if I didn't hush she'd gib me another ome,

"When I wuz twenty-six years old one ob my drothers told me dey wmld
furnish me if I would make a crop for my mother, so I went ober to lLong
Island, where she be and started to making a crop. Ope dpy she fussed on
me all day without a cause, Dat evening I started pakking my clothes gettin!
ready to come back to Birminghport, 5he say to me, "'What you gwine to dol!

I saye 'youse has fussed at me all day without a cause an' I'se leaving de
erop for you all to furnish and I don't think I will eber put my foot back

in your house so long as I 1ib, In a few days I had to go back and tell her
fhout some taxes and I wondered how I could see her without gwine in de

house, It bappened dat she wuz out in de field and I told her what I wanted
to. She begged me to go to the house with her, but I held a stiff he.rt

but I could see her crying and after I got away I thought 'bout her and de
more I thought, de more hit worried me 80 in a few days I went back and stayed
all night wid her., We'uns farmed on many differeant places and paid fif teen
bushels of cormn to the acese and one-fourth of de cotton,

After all my hardships my mother died when I wuz thirty-one years old
an' I had de honor to honor my sister ov neber giving her a sassy word in
my 1life and when de preacher wuz a preachin' her funeral my sister Mattie
wuz goin''round and put her arms 'round de different childuns neck and tells
what dis one and dat one had done and when she got to me she throwed her
arms "round my neck and patted me on de shoulder and she say, '"Dock here he
neber did sass ma in his life,!'"

"You never did tell me whem you married.”

"Lawd how mercy, Missus, I'se been married o many times hit would be

hard to tell, I'se been married four times and fixin' to marry again., I'se
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"Dey be six living now; four here in Bridgeport and one in Cleveland,

Ohio, and one in Cdlumbus, Ohio., I had a mighty ead stoxy. I'se libed
here since I wuz seven years old, My mother, she worked for white folks for
to git us childuns sumpin' to et, She'd work all day for little scrappy
meat dat devhite folks would throw away and your dog wouldn't eat it,
We uns neber had enuf to et, We unes had a little cornbread and gravy for
breakfast and a biscuit once a week, I mneber got out ov de fust grade
case my mother tuck me out of school and made a lackey boy out of me, She'd
carry me wid her when she went %o work for de white folks and I84 run erramds.

De Lawd done be good to me though an' 1'se made a right useful man
after all,"”

"What did your father dot"

"Father bdottomed chairs and made horse collars and things like dat,

When I wuz twelve years old I worked for Mr. Will James for $5.00 a month and
board. Dat wuz de fust man I eber worked for. I worked dar for two years
and den mother hired me out to Mr, Jeff Haney for $8.00 a month; dis wusz
Just for de farming season, Mother tuk dis money to help feed de other
childuns while dey wux a makin'! a crope.

When I wuz seventeen years old, I left home and went to South Pittsburgh,
Tennessee to work at de furnace at ninety cents a day for tem hours work,
I would go back home though once a month and give mother part of my wages,
You sees dar wuz four younger childuns danme, De last whuppin she gid me
wug when I wuz twenty-two years old, I got a letter for my sister Mattie
and carried hit in de house and she wuz not dar, De letter wuz from a man
by de name ov Henry an' it had a picture of him in de letter, MNother wld
me not to open de letter, she say, "I'1l whup de one ov yo! dat opens dat
letter jest as shore as Jesus Christ sets on his throne.,” Jest as soon as

she left de room I opened de letter and de childuns started gwine on "bout

hit lookin' so much like Henry and mother heard dem and knowed dat hit had
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married de fust time on March 5, 1899, to Miss Louna lovelady and we uns

1lived together eighteen years and had five childuns. De second time I

married Mary Kindrick in 1918 and had eight step-children, Weuns lived
together two yaars, In 19350 I mgrried Cora Milliner and had eight step-
children and in 1931 I married Edna Snodgrass and had one step-child.

¥We uns lived together for seven years, Do you want me to gid you a love
letter from 'membrance what I sent to aglrl one time?! I neber did see her,
but she wuz recommended to me and we uns writ to each other fro a long

time, Miss Corina Young, of Fabius, Alabama. Respective lddy: Some day |
ago 1 was de happlest recipeon of yore most lady like remarks. They found

me well end full of joy and added much more joy, yes thege things you call

joy and blessings are surround me, I regret so much that I caused you to
undergo the pain of sorrow from my falling to send you my picture, I am
filled wid great gladness whem you say that you cherish » much pure satis-
faction in my bold yet mannerly words and my big dreast heaves proudly te

know that dey found welcome as dey tapped upom your heart, I hopes dat

bright day may come along when I an'you may meet together and look upon each
other gently and exchange words of love and tenderness, It comes to me that

I might find an interest in you from the circuit tone of your routine of
laguage, My picture I send to you in dis mail, Send me dat plait of hair

and I will keep hit as Jesus kept de angels.” Often will I look upon hit and &
hit see thy falr aspects and even almost hear thy melody of they voice so

mock bird like, Let me say here gentle woman the promise you make to me
impressed deep upon my hear t and so long as life has passions I will forget
thee not, How pleasnat it is to be thus delighted wid tender words and bright
locks of de maidens glory so far away. How hit makes de heast bdeat loud

and the eye grow dim with tears of thankfulness to read the words that says

you often think of me, Matchless woman my mind, my sould and all my mind

shall join to think just so of you. For thine art the gifts of God to guide




the heart of some poor wandering woman., I read pore sweet bye bye. It

8till sounds in my ear like de goldem tip of de harp when dull midnight is made
merry with a song. Now let me say bye bye. Hit may not sound so sweet dut
noble girl, it means as guch or more, May angels guide you, Permit me te

remain
Yours devoted,

D, 6, Ei11,

"Say, Dock that's some letter,”

"It does pretty well for a boy, what neber did learm his A.B.C.'s.

You knows, Mi{ssus, my house burmed here 'bout a month ago. I had four good
sults , boots, shoes and all my bedding to burn., TYou know I neber do had
to dbuy no clothes, de white folks keeps me inclothes, I had $300,00 in-
surance on de house but not any on de furniture. I kept $25.00 of de money
and put de res'! ob hit on me savings account at de bank, I'se gwine to make
a talk at de school house tomorrow on Biminghort from it infancy. I made
a speech one time at de :Bl.ptilt church one time., I kin gid you hit from
‘membrance if you wants me to, De name of hit wusz

"A NIGGER IN EDUCATION"

Said once a'moble ruler, Thomas Jefferson, by name, 'Since all men are
era ted equal all men are born the same,' God made the nigger equal to any race
above the gmve, Although once made a capture and sold to men as s laves,

If all the crimes recorded in history do not tell of a single crime more brutal
than a padercle (1) It was said by men of wisdom, 'No kndwledge shall they
have, for if you edugate a nigger you unfit him for a slave,!

"Fred Douglas young mistress moved by a power divine, She determine she
would let the my of knowledge on him shine, But her husband said, 'It would
never do - it will his way to freedom pave, for if you educate a nigger, you
unfit him for a slave,' But there is no mordl bdeing who can the wheels of

progress stave md all wise God intended he should see the light of day,

But God's words were not completed since ha had made decree since all men
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are born equal then all men shall be free. He removed the yoke of bondage
and to them freedom gave, He did give unto them knowledge and unfit them
for a dlave,

Vhen the nigger gained his freedom of body and of soul he caught the
wheel of progress give them another role. He was held near three long
centuries in slavery, desolate cave, but now he's educated and unfitted
for a slave, He has proved himsel f a hero of soldier time and brave and
now he'seducated and unfitted for a slave, We have lawyers, doctors, teachers
and preachers brave and a hoist of noble women who have s.fely crossed
the ways, We are progressing on and upwards and for education erave, It
is written now in history. V¥We shall never more be slaves,"

"Well, that's & good speech all right and I thank you for giving me
this information,.”

"I waz more dan glad to help youse,"

3/2/1939
- I




Mary Paris, Widow (White) Jennie Sue Williams
Bridgeport, Alabama Jackson County

MARY ROGERS PARIS

It was on a2 beautiful February morning that I made my visit to
Mary Paris, Before arriving at the little four-room bungalow made of
agshbestos shinsles and tin roof which is painted red, Mary could be seen
in the back yard with one of her married daughters, Ween Goss, washing,
As I reached the rate one of the grandchildren, Mary Don, ran to meet
mé with the three months old sister in her arms and another sister
running at her heels, telling me that Granny and Mother were in the back
yard washing. As 1 walked around the house Mary looked up from her
washing for the first time and in a surprised tome, erclaimed, "Well,
look who's here, what are you doing out here?"®

"I just thought 1 would come out and help you a little since you
are almost through. Looks like about time you were getting throursh since
almost all your lines are full,"

"Looks like you got here & little late to help but just mun in the
houge, I'1l]l be through in a little 2nd will be in snd get dinner. "

"No, I'1l just stay out and talk with you while you are finishing,
the sunshine is s pretty. I want to zet 2 story of your 1life vwhen you

are finished,"®

" EO W .

- -

the world could I give you that =28 hard a time as T have
this 0l1d world?®
"I know you have had = hard time but just go ahead and finish your
washing,"
"Have you heard anythingsbout the sewing room o
sterting for us?”
"N

the 1las$t time I was talking with the Director of Puyblic Welfare,

?

" * " 1
she told me she had been doing everything in her power to get a woman's
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project started in the county but had falled eo far but che wae still
working on it."

A1l I have to go on is this one washing a week and what 1ittle
odd jobs my boy can pick up. You know he is not sixteen vears old yet
and cannot get regular work anywhere, Someone told me the other day
that he was large enough to pass off for sixteen, but I'm not going to
1wt him tell a lie if he never gets a job," By this time Mary's son had
brought the baby around where we were, Ween looks up from the tudb =nd
savs. "You take that baby back in the house out of thie wind and if she
let her put her down, or rock her, wlk her until I get through here,
"She just squalls all the time and I cannot do anything with her."
Then Mary tells Ween to go on and tend to her and she will finish the
last jumper, When Ween is in the house and out of hearing, Mary turns to

"Al1l thie washings is not Mrs., Hogwood's;part of it is Ween's., ©She

me

got her husband to bring it over here this mormirg. 1 wes doing her wash-
ing and ironing for $1,00 and told her she would have to pay me more, She
took it away fro; me and gave it to another woman and then she got tired
of 1t and tried to get me to take it back but I can't do the work like
I use to., I nearly give out before I can get a washing done." By now
the washing was completed and the tubs emptied and turned upside down
on the washing bench. Then we entered the house, The room where 1 was
seated was the front bedroom snd contained two beds which had been enameled
blue; sewing machine and chairs, The walls were ceiled and the floor
was bare and worn from scrubbing, Ween was seated by the fire rocking
the baby. It was 12330 by now,

"Wow I must put a little coal on the fire and get a little bite of

LR J

dinner, We nearly mlways have dinner before now, but just thought 1I'd

b

finish with my washing firset," Within thirty minutes dinner was announced,

but this would not do any

I tried to explain that I had already eaten
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good, 1 just must have a cup of coifee anyway and after my mile hike

the aroma of the food was tempting., The kitchen was unusually clean and
ned the table, chairs, kitchen cabinet, ice box, old time zafe and
which was solid white enamel except the top of it which was

-

I coomented on 1t being so pretty and clean she sgid, "A

L

%

other dey md asked how I kept it so clean,
not the dish rag either, I
ing all the cooking mvself makes
a difference.” The floor was covered with linoleum solidly. The meal
of fried Irish potatces, white beans, onions, corn bread, biscuits,

preserves and coffee, She had received the white beans from the

The food was all well prepared and

taste gfood.

"Now, mother you run alcng and tend to the baby and I'll wash

"All right,as soon as I put away the victuals," Then we went into

the bedroom and Mary took a dip of spuff, drieal the baby and got settled

to tell me sbout yourselft®
tell you the truth and to be perfectly frank K I don't lnow

-

jugt tell me when and where you were borm. I'11 help
"l was born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, on April 1. 1892, Therd was
children, eight boys and four girls in the family, All of
now but all the girls are living. One of my
eg all of her own work. She has a specid
and knows right where to find anything

she wants, een blind all ofher life, Jjust for the past few

years, One of my broth T
. - - o oro herz le’nitted Eu’ic:r_.r'_'!_ﬁ' EF was in bad iv-,;uait_h P.nd




Paris

got up one morning to build a fire ancd fell over into the fire and burned
was in = much misery that he just raised up and
his razor * e mantel and cut his throat."
"How old were you when you moved to Bridgeport!"
"I was only seven monthe old. My daddy worked at the basket factory,
I worked there for two years,"
at that?®
I made anywhere from 85¢ to $1l.15 when I worked on piece work.
Vhen I worked by the day I only made 55¢ for tem hours' work, I worked

there until I gzot married to Will Paris,”

thent"

"I have six living and two dead, The oldest one living 1is 27. They

are all married except the two youngest boys, Bill will be sixteen his
next birthday and Hodge is 13, Hodge goee to school but Bill has to pick
a day's work when he can and 1 just didn't have anything to send him to

-

school on. I hs y hog th fall to buy them clothes for winter,
r work 1 had wae in W.P,A. Sewings Room which closed two
Since that time I've been taking in washings., My
and her husband have been
and made them get out when
cook breakfast and then call

thém up, Catherine wouldn't

done and I'd rather 1t wouldn't be done ae to be that

"How long have you lived here at this place?”
"I've been here fourteen years, We built this house snd thank

goodness it's paid for and there is no mortesace on it.M
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"How many acres do you have in your placel"

"] heve ten acres and rent it for one-fourth of the cotton, They
just allowed us five acres in cotton though last year and they had to
plant some corn. Who is that coming in? Oh, | insurance man.
YHelll think mv family increased seeing me with this baby. If I'm not
here every week when he comes around., I have my money out where he can
find 1t." Fe just came to the front door snd she carried her card for

he departed,

him to mark and
"How mach tax do yﬁu have to pay?"
"Over nine dollars in all;state, county end city, Don't look like
we would have to pay any city tax 'way out here, Ve don't have any con-

veniences of town except lighte and have %o pay for those, We don't have

city water out here. I have cistern, Ch, my children would help me if

they could but they all have all they can do to take care of their families,
My married boy and one of my sons-in-law work at the stove foundry, and
Ween here husband drives a coal truck and my other son-in-lew works for
the city. I have certainly had a hard time since I've been left. TYpou
inow me snd my mmebend were parted for a number of years before he was
killed in an automobile, but the last year or so before his death he would
He Ptsouzsht my stove for me, It
have that's any account, He had
geveral | = ) he wae killed and I washed out the money to
pay them =nd his buri: I'm not boasting but I don't kmow of any other
widow around here that hasn't had some outside help and some of them were

left insurance too, ot

the other day for my Db« matriculation fees.
becauee that's the
I thou

would go and eéxplain to the principal




- u

.- -
He had ot
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that I do not have the money and can't get it, It seems we just have

to live from hand to mouth and tit for tat and everything else., Poor

people have poor ways and rich people have mean ways. I never make tha

expression but what I think sbout one time before I was left, my husbend

was working out of town and didn't get in until 1lste at night and I was

getting supper and broke the lamp, that was before we had electric lights,

I was trying to get supper by an old lan tern and made that expression

talking to myself, I looked vup and saw someone in the doorway and

it scared me e bout half to death, Then I looked again amd it was Will,
had off early and he asked me who 1 was talking to. It like to

have tickled him to death because I was talking to myself,”

"I had better be going as it 1s getting late and I have a long

"Oh, don't go. Spend the night. The weather is getting pretty

w and do come back to see me real som.

-
O




Dorans Cove
Dec. 19, 1938

J. Sue ¥Williums
Jackson County

-

OSCAR RIDLEY

Qacayr and Mary Ridley are the Tather and mother of thirteen
children, mine of whom are living and Jour dead. They are all married

and away from home except one Loy who.l: finlshing scheol this year,

Nr. Mdley's fam and .home 4s one of ths nost victuresque =nd

{nteresting pvlages in Jackson County. Haviang been an Iladian ressrvatien
at an early date and bvelonging to Cnptain Woods an Ipdian chief, The
original reservation contalned 640 acres. This he gave 6 James Dorm’}
an early white setiler, %o care for hin the reusianing rart of his life,
We have differant stateneats as to the date when James Doran came to

the cove, according to Keanemars BElstory of Jeckson County, he enme
here in 1815, but Mr, Ridley says he has aluaye heard 1% wiag Dback 'In
1777 when the old store house was bullt and saya that on one of the
plagtered walls in the house yhen he bought it was written "Andrew
Jacaon, May 15, 1213. As Jackson was the Indian comaiscicmer, 1% is
gemarally mown that he drew up the agreenent betwoen ¥Woods and Dormn
and that this writing wes the dote the agreement was drawn wp, Mr,
Ridley says ¢ince be Las been an e plage, e found Woods! grave, The
old stone house, sccording te Qgorge Cluck, an oldl settiler 85 yeers old,
28 duilt by;a stone seson by the pane of Ballard,  +he house ie bulls
of limestone blociks and consists of five rooms end large beosement,

The walls of this house are two feet thicl: and efter wore than one
undred years the house looks 1lile 1t would be standing for many years.
Ihis stone bovse was origlually plastored throughout but Mr, Ridley

has celled 1t since Le Dougbt i, It has large stono fireplsece and

oné mantel in the house messures 55 feet, The rooms are used for iditchen,

dining room, bedroom, storege room and bath, Have not run water inse
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the house yobe In addition to the storehouse there iz six rooms of
wvooden structure, including living room and bedrooms, The entire house
i ‘oxnished exceptionally siecs for a country home,

About 75 yards east oft the house a Mg epring comes out of the
psountain throwh 2 cave sad mnetimas wien there is an extrs heavy rain
in that secticp, fisl cose out-of the cave into the spring Lrenchs
Some of thenm are laree enough to eaty HNo tne has ever been able o0
tell:where they come from, Near the mouth of this spring is a large
spring house tw storiee high milt of round red ceday loges [he watey
from the spring pessea ihrough the lower stexy of Lhe Dullding and ie .
used for milk, butter, eogge sad apy klnd of wegetablos they wish to keep
cool, Zhe upper story vas origiaally s clder mill “ad presse Another
very old bullding is 2 large log smokehouse. with the meat block and salting
troughs made from large logs bollowed out and placed arcund . the side eof
the buildinges These have been in use fer back ps suyoene can renember,

They hawe a grist mdll omn the plsee and grind sesl for themselves

and people in the.ecove, They alec grov whest and griand the wheat into

flour, They owa 000 agres of tle origlnal 040 acree of -the Woods

reservation, part of thids Lelng in movatein land,  He onl~ has about
190 agres in cultivation, They reldee more hay than snything else,

The lend is very poor from bhawving been cultivated for o9 many years,
He gays he-ian't allowed %o grow cotton becanse there has nct been
any grown on i% in se long-a time, ' JHovever, he did get a peruit &0
grovw ten ncres, but he says thed hie back is o0 old to pick cotten
and that it would cost too mmal %o keep mmyone 0 pick it, He yaises
about 50 or 60 head of catile, only hes four or. five logs: and shey
are 20t large emough to IKdil, They milk four cows snd -have thely

own chlckems., He.lausdingly telis: thabifar tiiriyefive yoays. he vand
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arcund end worked «from plaen to place and he got afrald he would lose

hia wife heczuse she wag so young looking and he had lied and stole

enongh 0 ouy this plece and that he has never mede mny money eince
and tlat all he haa ie a zood drink of water.  He tanght school for
twelve years., They bave been on this nlage for ten vears, He grew
70 bughels of Irish potatoes from 100 pound asck of Bourbon potatoes
on A papdar spot that le said had been used since the time of Adam
and Bye.

Ga this place iz locrted the Rvssell ceve, the odd rart of the
gave belpg the yater mmns into the cave instead of outs The opaning is 100 feet
gcrops and twonty feet Ligh at entrange to the cave, In the froat part of
the cave 1s Tound lerre guommt . of* emel) ferms vhich stay green the year
groundes It is possitle o 2o hagk inte the cave thres miles.  The
cove branchous out in all directions. The whole mountalin vou might say,
is hollow and made up of ceves, The sodl in thies cove is large per
cant 1ize, M. Mdley heg had 1t snslysed, In getting veart of it
out to /0 in his 20l he dugz adbout four feet and found many bone needles
w1th perfoct eyes ond pleces cf Indian rottéry of different kinds, He
aayh he thinks he will use this cave to winter his cattle in,

For more then one hundred years there has been stories and legends

n aud Inflans about a lost silver mine in the
One thins added strength to their delief,
nane of Freeman, wvho lived in that commmity adout fifty »ers
who was an expert counterfeiter, 1t taldngs an expert to distinguish

hs comnterfeit coins from those ninted by the U. 8. sovernment. Heo was
shrevd, close mouthed and wvery myaterions in his transactions never {aking
any of his nelighbors inte hie eonfldence, It 41z believed by many of
the 013 citizeng that he prooured his surnly of silver comevhere in this
vicinity, He dilsappeared very mysteriously and has never Yeen heard of

by any of his neighdbors, Some said he went #est bdut that ws only
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peighbors! guess work,

In 1275 & Chorokee Indian chief Yy the name of Nooney came Dbagk
here fron =n Indian reservation. He wae aged and bdlind, He soon mede
$he acqualintance of four or five of the leading land owners and business
men of the community and asked that Lhey aseist him in locating the lost
Ipdian silver mine, showing tham some old yellowed by age indlan weigh

th figuwres and narks that none of the white men could

o

bills of mepe
read. He promised them great riches when the Lreagure or ore mine was
rediscovered, He could unot get around without assistance, The citians
procured some kind of a litter and placed a chaldr on it and carried him
iith hiz diviaing rod ho was supposed o relocate

the mine with, He spoke very litile Anglish and directed Whesm Ly Zrunis
olating out the places he wished Lo be carried, The ssarch anded
aftor ten or fifteen days and the oid Indian chief departed and was never

heard of sgain, But still the natives firmly believe "thar is silver
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DADDY MORREIS.

Emuel D. Martz, more familiarly known to his friends as Daddy
Morris, was bora in 1853 in Frankfurt Am Main, Germany., EHis father
was German and his mother was a Yewess., They died when he was
very small and it fell to his grandfather's lot to care for him,
His grandfather was a wine maker and didn't have very much money,
s0 he turned Daddy over to the German government to educate. Yhen
bhe was eighteen and had finished school and was ready for mili-
tary training, he decided he would leave Germany rather than enter
Military School, As he didn't have any money, it was a prodlem:
how was he to get away?! He would rather starve than stay in
Germany and attend Military School. He started walking and kept
on walking for many miles. Probably he would not have gotten out
of the countyry Af it had not been for a kind and aged Burger-
meister's assistance. He was caught and drought up defore the
Burgernmeister. He explained that he wanted to go to America;
the Burgermeister asked him what he would do when he got over
here without any monsy. Daddy replied that he 4id not kmow dut
that he would rather starve than stay in Germany. This master
took him to his home and told him he would keep him until he
decided what he wanted to do. Every day Daddy would go down to
the docks to see if there was a boat sailing for America. Ome
day he found there was a boat sailing. The problem that confronted
him was how he was to get aboard the ship and become a stow-a-way.
He tried in every way to slip away but was not successful. Hg
finally conceived the idea that he could climd the cable attached

to the anchor and climb through the port hole. EHe took off his
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wooden shoes and left them on the dock because they would be too
heavy ia his task. He finally managed to climb the cable by hand.

When he got into the porthole he was wet because in climbing the

cable he would go under the water. It was dark in there but Daddy

pulled off his clothes and the large rats started to nibble on
him,

After they were way out in the ocean he decided he would make
his way up on deck as the rats were rather bothersome. When he
arrived on deck one of the mates spied him and carried him to the
captain. The captain was very angry at first and told the mate %o
throw him overboard. After talking for a while he gave Daddy a
swift kick in the seat of his pants and sentenced him to the cook,
Daddy says he peeled Irish potatoes all the way from Germany to
America.

When he arrived in America he didn't have a penny in the
world. He started working on odd jobs and stayed in New York for
a while and then made his way to Chicago, where he attended the
University of Chicago. Daddy has traveled all over the world. He
has worked for fifty years as a Mechanical Engineer for two com-
panies. Daddy has been married twice and divorced both times. He
is the father of ten children. Eis oldest son is 63 years o0ld and
is a retired naval offiver. Hie next son is 61 years old. EHe
has not seen these children in many years dbut says he doesn't
care or worry about them. If they do not care emough for him to
come and see him he should worry about them.

He has grown flowers as a hobby all of his life and in his
latter years since he stopped working on public works has turned
to his flower growing more seriously and has made a nice little

business out of it. He grew over $500 worth of flowers this
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past year. He hybridizes and produces new flowers all along.

He sold less than an ounce of dahlia seeds for $50 this year,

He belongs to the American Dahlia Association. He sells lots
of plants of various kinds in the Spring. It takes him all winter
to grow these plants. In the fall before he plants his seed,
he sterilizes his soil by heating it in an oven. After he does
this he places a thin layer of special white sand on top of the
s0il; then sows his seeds and places several thicknesses of wet
newspaper over the whole thing. He watches the seed closely and
when they start coming up he takes the paper off and sprinkles a
little more sand over them until they take root. They are trans-
planted from time to time after this. He sells mostly plants,
some cut flowers and does some funeral work. He duys his wreath
frames in three sizes and also buys frames for sprays. He
used six bolts of ribbon with 40 yards to the bolt last year, which
cost him $36; used $6 worth of moss. It comes from the swamps of
Wisconsin, comes in bales like hay. One bale will talke up five
bowls of water. He places this wet moss around all his plants
and flowers that he sells and also uses it in making wreaths and
sprays.

Daddy and his 33-year old daughter, Cora, live together in a
four-room house. They have two bedrooms, kitchen and living room.
The rooms are nicely furnished. In his room he has a bedroom sulte,
small circulator, radio, nice library and several tables. The
house is clean and in good order. Of course the lawn and adjoin-
ing lots are like a picture book with the beautiful flowers and
shrubs. Cora has taught in the Bridgeport Grammar School for 12
years and makes $70.00 per month,

Daddy has made a study of many differeant subjects, including
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medicine. His real study has been of people.

He believes you have life in your own hands, that the way you live
deteruines the years of your life. He doesn't believe much in
doctors and says they can't make you live, you have to do that youre
gself. He doesn't believe you should worry sbout anything, carry your
worries over from one day to another and from one year to the next.
If he has any problems to worry about he thragshes these out before
he goes to bed and if he can't solve them he will cast them aside.
Generally plays solitaire for half an hour or hour before retiring
each night and does his going over the day then. Hg retires at
11: o%clock each night and sleeps six hours, Says this is enough
sleep for anyome. "I'1l tell you (this being his pet expression) .
I'n asleep in fifteen seconds after I go to bed.*

He has lived here in Bridgeport for more than thirty years.
When he first came here people thought he was a heathen, he said,
because he made wine and allowed his children to drink it and serve
it at parties. He looks forward to his birthday party each year
when all his friends both old and young, come and celebrate his
birthday. Last year they used five g-l.lont of wine. When you go to
visit him he will go down in his basement and fill his decanter
with wine. Generally the wine 1s determined by your friendship--
the better the friend, the older the wine. He has wines that are
over twenty years old, He takes it as an insult to try and dbuy any
of the wine.

Daddy believes the only way you can serve God is by serving the

people around you and making them happy. The only sin he knows or

the one he considers the biggest sin is to harm your fellowman. He

is an osteopath and does much good in this line. He éheers the
sick by calling on them and tries in every way to chelp them with
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their troubles. Says he loves all the women. He has loved over a
hundred women during his life, good enough to eat, but has never

let one of them run him daffy. He speaks five languages fluently,
Jewish, German, Polish, Bohemian and English. Although his mother
vas a Jewess he doesn't have any use for the Yews. and believes

they are getting what they deserve. He says they are lazy and

make their living by cheating others. If they were put off in a
colony to themselves they would starve in a short time he claims, as
they are too lazy to work and when they get a little money ahead
they become insolent. He says he can go into omne of their stores
and talk their langusge and they cannot be nice enough to him, and
then he can go into another and talk English and they start cheating
him 1like any other Gentile. He doesn't have any use for Germans
and Hitler either. He has only made one trip back to Germany to try
to locate his mother s grave. A4ll of his people are dea. He told
his children if they ever wanted a family tree they would just have
to grow one as he didn't want them to have an 0ld country back-
ground.

F. considers every day of his life important. Daddy says he
doesn't worry or consider death important; people had better plan
how they are going to live instead of making plans for death, he
thinks. Cora carries a burial policy on him. He had a real sick
spell this fall and lost 14 pounds but he didn't have a doctor or
worry about dying. He is gaining it all back now. He¢ says "I'll
tell you the more people fight old age the worse it makes it; if
you do not want to grow old you must live while you are young."

Daddy is young and looking forward with much pleasure to his
coming birthday party in January when he will be 86 years young.
Everyone, he says, would live to be 100 if they would stop worrying

and learn to live. 12/14/38 I.E.




