" WPA Alabama Writers Project
o FOLKLORE & FOLKWAYS {CUSTOMS)

Jefferson Co.#5, Editors Collection

3
=
>
s
N
e
NS










Alabama W. F. Jordan

SLAVERY IN ALABAMA

Prior to admission to the Union on Dec, 14, 1819, Alabama
was a portion of Mississippi Territory which comprésed the area
now covered by the states of Mississippl and Alabama, The laws
respecting slavery enacted on March 6, 18056 by the Legislative
Counelil and House of Representatives of Mlssiassippl Territory

were operative in both States,

On August 2, 1819 the Alabama Constitutional Convention

assembled at Huntsville, Ala,, adopted the first state conasti-
tution under which the newly admitted state should be governed,
and that instrument contained the following provisions pertaine-

ing to slavery:

"Sec. 1. The general assembly shall have no power to pass
laws for the emancipation of slaves, without the oonsent

of thelr owners, or without paying their owners previous

to such emancipation, a full equivalent in money for the
glaves so emancipated,

They shall have ne power to prevent emigrants to this state
from bringing with them such persons as are deemed alaves
by the laws of any one of the United Sta tesa, 80 long as
any person of the same age or desoription shall be contine
ued in slavery by the laws of this atate; Provided, that
guch peraon or slave be 2 bona fide property of such emie
grante; and provided also, that lawa may be passed to pProe
Aibit the introduction into this state of slaves, who have
committed high orimes 1in other states or territories,

They shall have power to pase laws to permit the owners

of slaves to emancipate them, saving the rights of credi-
tors, and preventing them from becoming a public oharge,
They shall have full power to prevent slaves from belng
brought into this state as merchandise, and also to oblige
the owners of slaves to treat them with humanity, to pro-
vide for them necessary food and clothing, to abetain from
all injuries to them extending to life or limb, and, in
cagse of thelr neglect, or refusal to comply wi&h the direc-
tion of such laws, to have such slave or slaves sold for
the benefit of the owner or owners,

"Sec. 2. In the prosecution of slaves for orimes of a
higher grade than petit larceny, the general assembly shall
have no_ power to deprive them o} an impartial trial by a
petit Jury,.

"Sec, 3. Any person who shall malicliously dismember or de-
prive a slave of 1life, ghall suffer such punishment as would
be inflioted in case iho like offence had been committed on

& free white person, and on the like proef, except in ocase
of insurrection of such slaves.,"*
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On December 17, 1819, the Leglislature of the State of Alabama

passed an aet to regulate patrols, Extracts follow:

"Sec., 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the State of Alabama, in general assembly
convendd, That every male owner of slaves, and all other
persons below the rank of ensigh, liable to perform patrol
duty ags herein after directed, **®®cessss

Sec, 3, 1t shall be the duty of each patrol detachment,
to vigit all negro quarters, all places suspected of enter-
taining unlavful assemblies of slaves or other dlsorderly
persons unlawfully a2ssembled, and upon finding such dlse
orderly person or persons, to take him, her, or them, if
free before the nearest Judtice of the peace of such county,
or make report thereof to sald Justice; so that he, she,
or they may be dealt with according to law; and if any
slaves shall be found so assembled, or strolling without

& pasa, or some token from his or her owner oOr overaeer,
the anid patrol may give any such slave any number of
lashes, not exceeding fifteen, * * & & »

Slaves Emanoipated by Legislative Enactment

Sec, 1. Be 1t enacted, eto,, That Narie Evans of the ocounty
of Madison, be, and she 18 hereby authorized to emancipate

a certailn negro man slave named Richard Evans, aged about
twventy seven years, so soon as sald Marle Evans shall have
exeouted to the Judge of the county court of Madlison, and
his suoccessors in office, a bond with sufficlient security
toe approved by sald Judge, conditioned, that the sald
Hiohard Evans shall never become ohargeaﬂie to the state

of Alabama, or any county or town therein,

Seoc, 2, And be it further enacted, That Lewis Tilman of the
county of Limestone, be, and he 1s hereby authorized te
emancipate his alavo Jaok g0 soon as the sald Lewis Tilman
ghall have executed to the Judge of the county court of
Limeetone, and his sucessors in office, 2 bond with suffi-
cient aeoutirw to be approved by the said Judge, conditioned
that no oredltor shall sustain any loss by reason of sald
emanoipation, and that sald glave Jagk ghall never become
ochargeable to tho state of Alabama, or any county or town
within the same.,"

Approved -« November 19, 1821

8ec, 1. Be it enacted, ete,, That Killis Walton, of Lawrence
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county, be, and he is hersby authorizad and empowered to

emanoipate and set free a nefro slave, aged forty years,
named Tom, 80 soon as she d Killis ihlton shall have
executed to the chairman, or chief Justice of the county
oourt of Lawrence, and hil successors in office, & bond,
with suffieient neoutiry to be approved by the county
court, conditioned, that sald Negro slave Tom, shall never
brcome ohargeabla to this state, or any county or town
within the same,"

Approved - Deoember 11, 1820

Seo, 1, Be 1t enacted, eto, That Thomas Johnson of the
county of Madison, be, and he is hereby authorized and
empowered, to manumit and set free from slavery, a certain
boy of colour named Iartin% 80 soon as the sald Nartin

' 4

arrives at the age of twenty one yearsj Provided, That
the sald Thomas Johnson shall, on or before that time
enter into bond to the chalrman or chlef Justice of
Madison county, in the sum of five hundred dollard, ocon-
ditioned, that the sald Martin, so liberated, shall not
become oﬁargaable to the publio,*

Approved -« Decenmber 4, 1819,

Se0. 1. Be it enacted, eto, That Lemuel llead of the
County of Madison, be, and he 1s hereby authorized

and empowered to emancipate = certalin negro man slave
enlled Rishmond Hiohnrdqon a0 soon as the sald Lemuel
liead, shall have exeduted to the chief Justice o chalir-
man of the county court of liadlison and his successors

in office a bond with sufficient security to be approved
by the county court, conditioned, that the said negro
man Richmond, nouuonly called Riuhmond Richardson, so
liberated -hall not become chargeable to this state, or
county or town within the same.‘

Approved « Decenber 4, 1820

Sec, 1. Be it enacted, eto., That Leonard Abererombie
of the county of Da‘laa be, and he is hereby authore
ized and empowered, to manumit and set free, a woman

of colour named Panny (allias Fanny Martin) and her ten
childred, Moreau, Jane, Emily, Morgan, Johh, Maria,
Eliza, Bﬂtﬂ&! Phnny and Lawinia, so soon as the naid
Leonard Abererombie shall have executed to the Judge of
the County Court of the county in which such slaves re-
slde, and his suoccessors in office, a bond with suffl.
cient security, to be approved by the sald Judge; con-
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ditioned, that sald slaves, Fanny Martin, Moreau, Jane,
Emily, Morgan, John, Maria, Eliza, Betsey, Fanny and La-
vinia or either of them, shall ever become chargeable to
the state of Alabama, or any county or town thereinj
that sueh emancipation shall not in any manner become
prejudicial to the oreditors of the gaid Leonard Aber-
crombie, and that he shall remove sald slaves out of
this State; Provided, that if any of the persons eman-
cipated by this aot shall return into this State and
remain as residents of thelr own accord, such person

or persons shall be considered to be in the same state
of slavery as if this act had never passed,”

Approved -« December 8, 1821

Sec, 1. Be it enacted, eto,, That Danlel Reld, a man
of color, of Washingten County, be, and he is herebdy
authorized and empowered to emancipate his two ohll-
dren Judah and Ellza, a0 noon as Danlel Reld shall
have executed to the Chief Justice of the county court
of Washington county and his successors in office, a
bond with suffieient seoutiry to be approved by the
county court, conditioned, that the sald slaves Judah
and Eliza or either of them, shall never become charge-
able to the state of Alabama, or any county or town
within the same,"

Approved - December 11, 1820,

"An Act to sutherize John N, S8, Jones apd Alexander P, Jones fo
smanclipate gertaln slaves thereln named.

SBC. 11 BB it Bnﬁﬁtﬂd. BtGl' That JOhﬂ H. St Jonﬁﬂ and
Alexander P, Jones of the county of VNadison, be, and they
are hereby authorized and empowered to manumit and set
free a2 mulatto woman, named Elilzabeth, aged forty years;
a malatto girl named Evelina, aged thirteon years; a
mulatto girl named Ann, aged six years: and & mulatte
ehild, named Shandy, aged three yearas, so soon as the
gald Sohn N, 8, Jones and Alexander P, Jones ghall have
executed to the Chief Juatice of the County Court of Made
ison county and hie sucoessors in office, a bond with
sufficient secutiry, to be approved by tﬁe County Courtj
conditioned, that tﬁe sald slaves, Elizabeth, Evelina,
Ann and Shandy, or either of them shall never become
chargeable to the state of Alabama, or any county or

town therein.*

Approved » December 11, 1820

AUTHORLZING LMANCIPATION
On Jamuary 17, 1834 the Legislature of the State of Alabama

enacted a law authorizing Judges of the County Courts to emanci-
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pate slaves, as follows{

Seo. 1. Be it enacted, ete, That whenever the owner or owners
of slaves shall be deairnus of emancoipating such slave or
glaves, such owner or owners shall make publication in

gome newgpaper, printed within the ocounty where such slave
or slaves reside, (or if there be no paper printed in sald
county then in tﬁe nearest paper thereto) for at least
gixty days previously to the making application, in which
shall be set forth the time and place that suoh applioae-
tion will be made, together with the nam e and desceription
of the slave or slaves sought to cbe emancipated; and at the
time appointed, the Judge of the sald county ocourt may, upon
petition files, proceed to hear and determine upon the
application so made, and 1f, in his opinion, the sald
glaves should be emancipated, 1in nonaidaration of long,
feithful and meritorious services performed, or for other
good and sufficient cause shown, the sald Judge may proceed
to emanecipate and get free such slave or glaves; and the
cler of the sald court shall make record of the same in

a book to be kept by him for that purpose; Provided, that
such slave or slaves shall remove without the limite of
this state, within twelve months after sueh emancipation,
never more to return; and that such emancipation, shall not
take effeet until lsuch removal.,

Seq, 2, And bde it further enacted, That if the sald alave
or slaves shall return within the limits of this state,
after such removal and emancipation, he, she or they shall
be subleet to be apprehsnded by the sheriff of the county
within which the game may be found, and impriscned; and
after having advertized the same for at least thirty days,
may be sold to the best bidder for cash, as slaves for
1ife; and the pronoceeds of such sale, ar%er paying all exe
penses, shall be pald into the county tressury for the
uge of sald county."”

On January 10, 1839 the legislature of the State of Alabama

enacted the following for the better proteetion of slaves in cer-

tain casess

Sec, 1. Be it enaoted, etec, That hereafter if any person
ghall, without Just cause, to be Judged by the Jury try-
ing the offence, commit an assault or assault and battery
on the body of a slave, such person not being legally
appointed patreol, or not beilng the owner, or overseer

or other agent, of the owner of sueh slave, he shall be
liable to indiotment, for said offence and on conviotion
thereof, shall puffer the same kind of punisghment as if
the offence had been comnitted on the body of a free
white person.,”

An act qualifying slaves as competent witnesses in certain casest

“Sec, 7. An be it further enacted, That slaves shall
be competent witnesses in all cases where free per-
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gons of color are oharged with any offence against
the laws of the atate,
Approved - Jamuary 9, 1836

The law relative to punishment of slaves and regulating samet

CHAP, VI,
Penal Code of Alabama, 18435

"Sec., 1. No eruel or unusual pénishment shall be
inflicted on any slave, and any master, or other
pergon having charge of a sglave, who shall be
guilty of inflioting such punighment, or author-
izing or permitting the same, shall ﬁe subjeet to
indictment therefor, and, on conviection thereof,
be punished by a fine not less than Fifty and not
exceeding one thousand dollars; and, in addition
thereto, be required to give security for his good
behavior, for a gpace of twelve months

CHAP, XV,

Sea. 17. For the offence of petit larceny, or any
offence of a lesgser grade, any slave may bde tried
by any Jjustice of the peace on warrant, and may be
gentenced to recelve any number of atripes not ex-
ceeding fifty, which gsentence shall be executed by
the constadble, but no Justice of the peace shall be
authorized to influct more than thirty nine laghes,
unless he asgoclated with him at least two reapect-
able slave holders who concur with him in the pro-
priety of the sentence.,"

1.H-‘| .-..-'..,. -"@.,‘._‘L_!_,.-? r‘ﬂ 5.‘ "ﬁ""""l TF"T-_‘
w L " - - . ' ' - o A A &t i - . R

Adopted 15 1841,

- ‘1.’2‘1—’; Page 474
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DPisplay Advertisenment

COME OMNE AND ALL EHO TART
R -

To
Thoes. A, Powell & Co's

For 8B8ale 0f Negroes

e lwave taken the Dillehay House, corner of Bibb
and Waahington Btreets, where we will keep conatant-
1y on hand

to suit any purchaser. BSales will be made at auetion or nrie-
vately, as our patrons may direet, Our depct 1is 1in Tthe centre
of the busineas portion of the city, convenient to 2ll the bank-
ing housesa, We ean nocommodate comfortably any numbey that

may be sent, having a large house, well arranged for the busl-
ness, By stiriect attention, we soliclt 2 ahare of publlic pate
ronage, References pood,

(Aug, 3l « d & w 3 m)
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From the Montgomery Confoderatlion Deec. 8, 1859 Vel

Photostatie reproduction in “Slave Trading in the 014 South®

By Frederieck Baneroft, J, H, Furet & Co, Baltimore, M4,

- i R S S e S S e

Advertisement

“AT PRIVATE SBALE,-~ 120 NEGROES, among them there is good cooks,
washers and ironers, seamstresses, also dne good bricklayer and
plagterer, Persons wishing to buy negroes, will please glve me

a call.
M, HARWELL."

From Montgomery Confederation, Jan, 31, 1860,
Heprinted in "Slave Trading in the 014 South" by Frederie Baneroft
Jo H, Furst & Co. Baltimore, Nd,




Display Advertisement

BY BR., TARDY & C O,
e

r 8 0 O 12}

Corner Com., Front and 8t. Franeis Streets.

?lgng ﬂlﬁlﬂﬂ - E?u Cash
naer an order o

S0 to 758 PLANTATION NEGROES

Sale to be made in Front of the Customhouse, City of Nobile, corner
Royal and Bt. Franoie Streets, on Wednesday 5th January, 1860 eommeneling
et 1 o'olock M

_Q_L;l;_'_L_s_Ll_Q ~-Unecondl tionally CASH, next day.

A large lot are to be sold for account of the estate of Yohn Darring-
ton, and at the Instance of Alex. Carleston, administrator of sald estate,

Elmira, a negro girl, 15 years old
Doctor, man, o0
Oeoto, " Doy, 10 .
lionen, boy, 18 "
Fortune, man, 32 '
Adan, ” 30 '
Poter Fox, " 35 .
Peter Fox 18 a No. 1 body aorvant
Molly, woman 18 o
'Y s girl 18 . .
Dolly, girl 18 .
Emily, girl 14 .
Betty, * woman 40 o
and her four ohlldron
Jim, man, 48 ”
Alleec, . man, 30 "
Tenor, * woman 28 "
and with her four childran
Hannibal, man,
Hegter, * woman 22
Eliza, " girl 8
Abby, * girl 10
Sampson, . man, 45
ampson is a stock minder
Fanng. * woman, 50 *
anny ie a seamstress
Ellen, ' girl, 14 .
Ellen is a House Servant
Horlow, . man 50 *
Marlow 18 a good Carpenter.
Lindy, a negro woman 45 *©
indy 18 a noted Nurse
Fortune, a negro man, 60 *
Fortune is a “arpenter
Nary Ann, a negro woman 45 ©




Mary Ann i¢ a fine cook
Kate, a negro girl 16 years old
Kate 18 a Fouse Servant.
Loulsa, a negro girl,l0 years old
Edwin, ’ boy 8 .
Ned Ball. " man 695
Mary Ball. wonan 40
George, " oy 14
Albett, " boy 12
Alfred and Albert are twine, and we
will gell them together.
Barney, . man, 24
Jane, " girl,19
Margaret, . girl
. man

Tom, 80
Tom 18 a ¥iller

The 1ist embraces other negroes, and all val uable, lively and
ralgsed in the country, where they have been from childhood. A more
desirable 1ist of Plantation Negroes can nowhere be found.

The week preceding the auction sale they will be brought from the
plantation to Soblle.

A peremptory Cash Sale this is to be, and no postponement.
For other particulars, & ¢., refer to

By, Tardy & Co. Auctioneers
dec 22 a W

From "obile Megister, Jamumey 5, 1850

Photostatic reproduction in "Slave *rading in the 014 South*
Fredric Saneroft. J. H. Furst & Co., Baltimore, MNd.

______———__——————-——-———-——'—__—

Neswpaper Account of Above Sale

"LARGE SALE OF NEGROES AT MOBILE.~ Messrs. Br. Tardy # Co. sold on
Tuesday a large lot of negroes, the greater portion at a very conglder-
able advance in pric on any sale this season. Four men, aged, 32, 30,
22 and 19 vears, sold at $1,300, $1,200, $1,038, Three girls, aged 18,
18 and 8 years, 8old at ¥1,402,.50, 51,320, and 9855, Twin boys, aged
12 years, brought $2,810. Girl, 8 years 0l4, $800, Boy, 14 years, $1,00
Woman, 335 years old, %920 Family of five, - man 34, woman 52, 3 boys ’
9 and 7 vears old, brought 95,220. Two boys, aged 13 years, '1,009 each.
Woman, 28 years and three children 8, 6 and 4 years old, sold for 52,410,
Cirl, 15 years 0ld, 91,200, BSeveral women, aged from 30 %o 33 ;0&?'
E{o:ggt from $900 to $1,150. Four men brought $1,350, ¥1,400, ¥1,410 and
vy ? &aﬁh L]

Nows 1t¥m in « Teibune -~ Suvannih Hegublicnnh dan. 12, 18869,

From "Slave ‘rading in the 014 South" by Fredric “ancroft.

Je. Hs FURST & CO, Biltimore, N4,
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Week ending Nov.2T, 936+

S-242~0ther folklore. 0149-53%02.
o ist.

A NEGRO FOLKSONG OF MOBILE AND VICINITY.
(Compiled by Ila B. Prine.)
"Way down yonder shinin' shoes,"

"Way down yonder shinin' shoes,
Lost my money drinkin 'booze,

Drinkin *booze.
First in Court, then in Jallj;
Hung my hat on a rusty nail,

Rusty neil.

Behind the bars, I saw a gal,
I saw a gal, who ceme from Mars,

Came from Mars.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Lillie Belle Mason, Colored. Age 25. Sweenef% Lane,
S Prichard Alebama.
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“VYan de Voort g

FOLKLORE AND FOLK CUSTONS

Though the adjuncts of urbanity are strenuously maln-

tained in the downtown kighteenth Street sectlion by tne W” ”

— —

Negroes, outlying centers of revelry often see outbursts of
instinctive savagery. On party nights at such slites as the
cluster of barbecue stands one block north of Magnolla Points
on Twenty-Third Street restraint 1s thrown to the winds, 4<he
barbecue stands arnd often the sldewalks are crowded with

frenzled figures keeplng time to Thudding m
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teps ever taught in civilized ballrooms, but older, wllder
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ces, suggesting the cakewalk of the plantation guarters
and éven the welrd dances of the jungle, Often an indivi-
dual thrusts his partner aside to break into a solo series
of rhythmic contortions,

Birmingham 1s too young for legends but in the mine

hafts and about the hearts of the furnaces new superstitions
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and cycles have sprung up among the foll
principally the Negroes., Colored miners will throw down theilr
picks and walk out if a woman enters a mine shaft; 1t's bad
luek, If a pot of molten slag should turn over on a man, or
urnace explosion result in his being engulfed iIn liguefied
metal, though the rest of the body be entirely destroyed, the
heart wlll be found intact, they say, usually with blood in
it. That 1is because the Devlil slts in the heart of a man and
fire is his natural element, It 1s also unlucky to turn one's

3 1- Pl = [ L - 1 b " TRl
back on an unshielded !'tweer'! vent,

ng gangs of Negroes generally find some monotonous
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rhythm to express the medium of their labor., The old

' hammer

and shaker' drill crew 3vised such a song stlill sung where

sledge hammer work
hammer (blow)
Killed my partner, (heave)
partctner,
down, (heave)
(blow)
partner,

Kill my psertner,

.:-T“-‘l'j. ' l{j.ll Il‘le. (1_“ =

Another work chantey still used, 1s reminiscent of the

years when convicts were sent to the coal mines of the
m i I‘I:._'.l.l:::'tﬂi L]_is t]_"'ictl 3 fiﬁlds:

caught me,

The judge said the fine,

)

ihe clerk writes it down

'ine ®

.L:Jj 11 -













Interesting glimps of pioneers life in B'ham
given by Descendants letter

a
Much interesting datg on the life of Andrew McLaughlin one of the pioneer settlers

were
of Jefferson county was given The Post in a letter from Mrs B. P. Mims 231l1--12th

Ave.N., a descendant of the rugged pioneer.

Mrs Mims letter was called forth by a story carried by The Post during the centennial
regarding early days of Birmingham. It follows:

In response to your article of Oct. 26, regarding discovery of iron here starting
the City toward greatness. You state that the leaders of the party here were John
Jones, Samuel and Isaac Fields, and Andrew Mc Laughlin, and add that no one knows
where they came from.

If the story of their experience were known it would furnish a vast amount of folklore
and legends to tell the children.

As the great grand daughter of Andrew McLaughlin, may I give to you some of the
stories that have been given to me.

Andrew McLaughlin was a lad in Scotland when Cornwallis' soldiers returned to

Europe and much interesting history of the Revolutionary period he told to his
children and grand children of America. Andrew McLaughlin came to South Carolina
about 1800. A sister had preceded him and Was living in a Scotch settlement there.
He soon afterward married. 1In 1810 they came to Winchester Tenn. He left his family
there and came to Jefferson county where the city of Bessemer now is, cleared land
and built a home.

Afterewrds he brought his wife and children. They moved their house hold effects

by means of pack horses. On the Journey cows or pigs or both wandered from the
Indian trail.

Mrs McLaughlin placed the baby in the grass and went to search for them. When

she had gotten the cows again into the path, she could not find the baby and it was

not until considerable searching had been done that she was able to locate the child.




Andrew McLaughlin, cont.

Andrew McLaughlin, a man of the Roger Williams type made friends readily with
the Indians. One one occasion he and John Jones were hunting When an Indian
appeared. Jones, who was a marksman and sport, said: "I believe I will shoot
that Indian" McLaughlin put his gun to Jones' head saying: "I'll shoot you if

you do." He knew there would be an uprising of the Creeks and other tribes if

were
the man/killed

McLaughlin was out deer hunting and had with him a deer gleat, made out of Alder,

which when blown resembled the cry of a young deer.

"A pack of wolves answered his call and reared their forefeet on the log hear him.

He killed several not knowing what they were,and cut off their tails to show his

wife, she told him what they were

The Grandson of Andrew McLaughlin is today a subscriber of the B'ham Post.

Mrs. Mary Swint
1/29/36

Federal

The preceding narrative was typed from a WPA manuscript found in the/Writers
Project of Alabama, FOLKLORE Section, circa 1934-1939.
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WHERE CHRISTMAS
COMES IN JANUARY

A few miles North of Birmingham, Alabama, the little community of
Brookside nestles in a picturesque valley where a clear brook babbles
by unpolluted by the waste of industry. It is a bit of Russia trans-
planted to Alabama 35 years agoy In ordinary affairs its manners are
those of America, but when it coms to matters of stared and sentimental
moment, Brookside is all Russia.

So when the children all about the little community grow wide-eyed
with expect.anc;r and that shivery anticipation that preludes Christmas
Eve, the ehiddmen of Brookside will be quite calm. There is no Christmas
for them on Yecenber 25, but they show ho sense of deprivation because
a more colorful celebration of the holiday is awaiting them in January.

Their parents came to America when the Julian calendar still was
—8841Y official, and though Soviet Russia now follows the Gregorian
system, Brookside has not changed. Christmas is January 7 for them
and the children,snd with the date goes all the colorful pageantry
that invested the Sg;.vic communities of centuries ago.

When twilight has fallen January 6, the youth of Brookside, attired
in the colorful costumes of 01ld Russia parade the short streets carrying
the maﬁég;r and an image of the Holy Child. Bright lights gleam in every
window and until midnight the air is filled with carols in minor strains
strange to unaccustomed years and with zsngswémsthe words i the sibil-
lant syllables of the steppes. |

Christmaa :I.e a* éiiayv of festival and religious observance, with all
of the ceremony of the Greek Orthodox Church. For thirty-five years
the Christmas observance has gone unchanged, and it seems destined to
be a colorful interlude in the ordered calendar of everyday America,

gince the chaildren are

the custom which sets them s
=

trained to it from infancy and ®€em proug of
par; from their 8chool fe]

lows,
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SALTIN' THE PUDDIN'

I never will fergit one time the old lady Simpson was
goin' to have a woodesawin' an' thought she'd show off some
by havin' puddin' fer the crowd, Course she was gwine to
have & candy pullin' and a goober poppin' same as usual.

The puddin' was extry.

Well, that day ever' thing was a hustle and a bustle
over at Simpson's and the upshot of it all was here "twas
gomin' on night an' no puddin' cooked. Well, the old lady
had done made her brags all around and she Just had to have
that puddin', All the gals, they was five of them Simpson
gals, wae as busy as a bee in a tar bar'l, washin' and irone
in' and primpin' and cleanin' up the house like they was
lookin' fer the evangelist durin' big meetin'. 8o the ol°
lady she tore out to the kitchen and started chunkin' things
together to make that puddin',

Now she was give up to be the best puddin' maker in the
hull settlement, But she was so flabbergasted and aggervated
that evenin' she plum fergot to salt the puddin', Now rale
good puddin' don't take but just a TEE«NINCY pinch o' salt
but if it ain't got that it just ain't puddin',

She got the fire goin' just right in the stove and
slammed the puddin' in thar, then she flurried out to the
settin' room to dustin' the cheers an' the organ.

'‘Bout that time she remembered the salt, Her hands

was that dirty she knowed she couldn't salt the puddin'

without washin' 'em. 8o she just went ahead a' dustin'
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and a' sourryin' around and thought she'd call on one of the
gals to "tend to it fer here

“Sue, will you go salt the puddin'? 1 done got my hande
dirty."

"Xain't maw, I'm greasin' my shoes,”

"Sairy, how 'bout you?t"

"Maw, you know I'm a-tryin' to get this dress done."

"Berthy, kin you salt the puddin' ?*

"No."

"Jenny, g£0 salt the puddin.”

"let Lil do it, maw, I'm starchin' and ornin' to beat
the band "

"All righte Lil, run salt the puddin' now, honeye"

"Shan'te. I'm a'lookin high and low for my hair ribbin
and I hain't agonna do nothin' else 'til I find it."

The old lady drawed a long sigh and throwed her dustin'
rag across a cheerback and went and washed her hands and
salted the puddin',

Jest about the time she got back to her dustin', Lil
got to thinkin' 'bout how she'd orta mind her maw, S0 she
sorty eased into the kitchen' and salted the puddin’,

She hadn't more 'n got back sarchin' fer her hair ribbin

Jenny got to feelin' oneasy 'bout bein' so sassy and

ghe come and salted the puddin',

Well, so0 help me, she had sca'cely set back down on the

piagger and picked up the slipper she was a'greasin

here went Sairy and salted the puddin',

Berthy always was the lady of the family. She didn't
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do nothin' much none of the time., She was propped in her
room a'readin a novelty when all this was a'happenin', But

if they wuz one thing that gal liked better'n readin a nove

elty it wuz eatin' puddin'. She got to thinkin' '"bout that

puddin' and got into a twidget. Finely she got up and tipe
toed to the kitchen and got there right after Saliry left,
50 they all salted the puddin',

That puddin' shore baked purty and when old lady Simpson
came a'minecin' out with it that night you could hear ever'es
body sorta bend back and smack their lips,

the preacher had come over to sorter look over the goin's
on and natcherlly he got the fust nelpin'ey With his face
shinin' he said somp'n "bout "Neckter and Ambrosy" and then
took a whoppin' big moufful.

When he bit down to sorter let the flavor soak in, his
face looked like somebody had kivered up the sun with a
blanket,

“Uptheml®” he said and grabbed fer the warter gourd,

ver'body there wuz plum flabbergasted., 0ld lady Simpe-
son warn't slow to ketch on that somp'n wuz wrong so she took

taste hereelf. Then she knowed.

“Which of you gals put salt in this puddin?® she wanted
to knowe

"1 did," all six uv 'em said together,

“And I did too," the old lady sald, "Hit shore looks
like too many cooks spiled the puddint,

And they warn't nobedy could deny 1it,
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A FAIR AND CHARNING

TOUNG BRIDE.

Often the young veople in rural communities would congregate
at one of the homes to sing. These "singings" as they were called,
vere very popular around Helena about 1880-1825.

Toward $wilight, the young men and women for miles around,
would start out for the "singing"-some on horse back, some on
mules, some of the more fortunate in bduggies, while still others
Just came strolling along-but they all had one thing in common;
every one of them loved to sing. Here is one of the songs
that they liked best:

A Fair and a Charming Toung Bride

I courted a fair and a2 charming young bride,

She was my darling and my own heart's delight.

1 courted her for love and love 1% did obtaln,

She gave me no cause a$ all to complain.

When her parents came for to know that 1 and
their daughter w;rn loving so,
They locked her up secure and then they hid the key

So that I could never see my true love any more.

Then across the ocean I resolved to go
To see vhether I could forget love or no,

But vhen I got there, the army shone so bright

That it put me in the mind of my own heart's delight.
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Seven long years I gserved for my king,
Then I resolved to return home again,

But wvhen I got there her mother sat and cried,

"Ny daughter dearly loved you and for your sake she died."

There I stood like 2 man that was slain,
foars from my eyes fell like large drops of rain,
You say your daughter died and she died in despair

She lays in her cold grave-l wish I was there.

Washington Copy

12/1/38
L.H,
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Editorial Pepartment.
(HISTORIOAL SKETCHES OF ALABAMA. )
FIRST NEGRO IMMIGRANTS.

T™he fallure of historical marratives to agree upon the Poutes
taken by the earliest, and nmost remarkable, Spanish expeditions inte
the country that now is Alabama may explain the eredence often given
thelr variants. These had taken the form of legend long before the
first American gased upon a scene that had been desoribed in Turn by
Alwar Nunez Csbesza de Vaca, Rodrigo Ranjel (de Soto's private seore-
tary)and others of the de Soto expedition, as barren wastes populated
by starving savages and as a marvelously fertile land ruled by a
friendly race, rich in all the things they needed, but lacking in the
only thing the adventurers sought. Gold.

Mogt remarkable in many respects was the 111 fated expedition
of the incompetent Narvaez, first of the Spanish explorers to touch
Alsbama, Whatever ecredit that may be given here muet go to those
Iraur whe survived the hardships of the overland trip from the Florida
coast to Mexico, Cabeza de Vaca, Andres Dorantes, Alonzo Maldonado and
Estavan the black man of Azamor, slave of Dorantes, for in the face
of hardships the commander, Narvaesz, souldn't take it, and declared
the rule of every man for himself.

For daye the boats had been without water, and evidently the
erews lived in mortal dread of Indians on shore, for in spite of the
fact that numerous rivers and smaller streams pour into the bays of
weet Florida and Alabama they had not the courage to venture far
enough to obtain a supply of fresh water. At last, after several of
the erew had dled from drinking salt water, in desperation they landed
among some Indians on the shore of either Perdido Bay or, Mobile Bay.

The latter is more likely. Here they obtained water from the Indians
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had filled, and were promised a supply for thelr vessele. %hen the
Indians set out upon the pretence of bringing water, Dorotheo Theodore,
a Ureek, insisted upon going with them and took along a Negro slave.
they never came back, nor 4id the Indians bring the water. Whether
the two pen degerted or were kxilled by the Indlans is unknown, but
from the faect that fourteen vears later some Alidamos or Chootaws told
de Soto that they had heard of d&e Vaca's landing and his need for
vater, and showed them a dagger Tthat had belonged to the white man who
was 108%, it may Ve assumed that the men prefarred the vielssitudes

of life with the Indlans to the horrors of the sea in epen boat.
Further substantiation of the faet that the Negro was not xilled may
be found Iin the cbservations of subsequent explorers that Iindian indle-
viduals having very dark skins and negroid features were seen in this
section.

Thus legend, partly borne out by history, places the firet whi®

and Negro "immigrants" in Alabama, October 28, 1528,
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NEGRO HUMOR.

The humor of the eld Alabama Negre is primitive and
simple; his philosophy pertinent and rational. The essential
form of Negro humor is exaggeration by overstatement and un-
derstatement. The essential form of his philosophy is
fatalism tempered by hope and the ability to laugh.

The Negro, with his ability to laugh, laughs at hime
self as well as others. This characteristic is shown in the
following brief conversation between a white man and a Negro
in the days when the Ku Klux Klan was strong.

White man--"Jim, what would you do if you got a letter
from the Ku Klux?"

Jim--"Boss, 1'd read it on the train.™

The folk songs of the Negro, which he sings in rhythm
to a swinging pick or a muddy plow, are a consequence of the
humor with which he outwardly laughs at life. When he
raises his voice while picking cotton he does not intend to

make music, rather as he puts it, "lLawd, Cap'n, I's not

singin'y, I's jus hollerin' to he'p me wid my wuk."
A reflection of his philosophy can be seen in these
humorous ditties which he claims help him.

I's wuked all summer

An' I's wuked all fail,
Den I hafta tek “hris'mus
In my overalls.

¥ ¥ =%




It makes no diff'unce how you make out yo' time,
White man sho bring nigger out behin’.

If you wuk all de week, an' wuk all the time,
White man sho to bring nigger out behin'.

*x % %

White foke goes to de college,
Niggers goes to de field;

White fokes learns to read an' write,
Niggers learn to steal.

¥ % =
The Negro's use of words is naive, but effective.
Only his natural mind, untouched by the artificial polish of
civilization, can make use of such nouns, verbs and ad-

jJectives as these:

To rewottle is to make a new dish out of left-

overs.

fy /

A princeful person ia;éonceited one.

A doomy child is a dull one.
Sky-blue-pink is lavender.

Often the Negro's humor is not intentional, but his
undue seriousness or his peculiar reaction to certain events
is, nevertheless, comical.

For example, a woman in a South Alabama town had
hired for a number of years an old Negro called Uncle Eli to
tend her vegetable garden, which for some reason never seemed
to furnish the quantity of vegetables that it should.

As Uncle Eli went out in the morning with his weed
bag, he would mumble, at the slightest hint that someone would
accompany him, "Do you think I's an eye-servant?"

One day the housewife watched from an inconspicious

window, and saw Uncle £1i slowly pull weeds with one hand,




and with the other put heads of lettuce into the weed bag.
"Uncle Eli," she called out, ™you are putting heads of

lettuce into your weed bag."

“Now,"™ he replied, looking his mistress earnestly

in the eye, "you've fone gone an' disgraced yo'self, an' me

tool™

Here are more Negro jingles which are heard widely in

Alabama.

Las' year my daddy pewed a' ex,
Dis year he plowed a' muley.

S® han' me dewn my frectail coat,
I's goin' on home to Julie.

* ¥ %

Some fokes say a preacher won't steal,
But I caught three in my corn fiel'.
One had a bushel, one had a peck,

De uddern had a roasen ear

Tied roun' his neck.

* kX

Ring ting, Ring ting,

Out o' style. |

If you ever see a yellow gal
Keep away from her smile.

* ¥ %

My master had a yellow gzal;

He Dbrought her from de South.
She wrapped her hair so tight,
She couldn't shut her mouth.
Whoa, mule. Whoa, mule.

Hol' your seat, ol' Liza Jane,
Hol' on to de quail.

* % %




Algbana N. S. MaclDonald
Folklore Birminghan, Alabama

A FUNERAL 1IN THE COUNTRY,
e ——————— i S R e A

One cold, drissly afternoon in late Novemdber, s procession
of care drove up to a little church at North Fratt. A miner in
a nelshboring community had died and this was his funeral. -The
cars stopved 28 close to the church as possidle, but even then
nobody missed stepping in the red mud that was all around.

As we wvalked into the churah, the wvomen found seats at the
rizht and the men at the left. There was a fire in the church
but the chill hadn't bHeen removed and the dust from the last
gveoning, was still on the roush uncomfortable denches.

Vhen the casket was placed, the cholir leader rose and sald,
"Will somebody please come forward and play the organ?” There
vas 2 deadening silence. Then "Oh go on dowm and play? TYou can
solect yur own songs,” or "If 1 could play, thay wouldn't
have to bez me," were whispered remaris eard all around.”inally
a young lady reluctantly started up, vhile the women moved first
one wvay and then the other to make room for her to pass, ¥ith
an orzanist ready, the naxt thing to 4o wvas %o assemdle »
gholr. The iavitation for singers wvas much the same as for an
organist, but this time it was much more genaral., "Vill every-
body who can sing please come uwp and ococupy the seats on ny
right? Finally after some persuasion, there were anough
gingers to start the service, but even then there was more de-

lay, for some of the pages in the books were missing.

At last, wvith the organ sending forth rigthaic squealks
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and snorts along with the music, the choir 119”1 sally sand three
em; er

verses of "Shall we gather at the rivert™ the

rose and gave his text “The lLord giveth and the Lord taeth sway.

Aftarvard he praved a long time. He preached a sermon to the

vicked who gtill had time %2 repent. It was 2 longitime defors
pot around to mentioninr one Just departed, dut finally he

drew & deep Yreath and Yegan, "The Loxrd has seen fit So take this

our brother from our midet. 1t is not for us to Jjudse, Ye

don't mow wiy he 4id the things he 4id. Ye must leave him %o

the Lord.*

Another >»rager followed and the rreacgher sald "Wl the cholr
gsing while one row at a time comes wp %0 reviev the remains?”

Just as the crowd had pessed by the casket and had started
filing out, & voice from the steps sald "Will everyone please
g0 back and be seated? The grave ien't ready yet the raln
slowed us up.”

‘hen the grave was finmally ready, the crowd slovwly sathered
around for the final rites. This part of the service was very
short for it vas still raininge,

As the bdedraseled group turned sway and started for home,

a vonman touched another on the arm and sald, "Don't 1t bdeat all
how they've improved funerals in the last few years? Just look
at that pretty grass over the 4dirt and look how pretty the

ndertaler fixed those flowers! It makes you almost feel like

o bad after all,”

Jashington Cony

21 /38




Rooky, Ohillun

(This one they danced by at night meetings)

e le

Roeky, chillun, rocky, Jesus comin'’

Rocky
Cominl

ohillun, roc1y. Jegus onmin
in de mmin , Jasug comin’

Comin' in de mornin', Jesus comin'.

-E‘

Pull de root, chillun, Yesus oomin
Pull de mﬂ?, ohillun, Jesus comin'

Turn yo' right side_ter me,

Jesus cfmln

Jesus comin®, comin', in de mornin'.

Pull de root,
2ull de m0L|
Turn yo! lef
Jesus comin',

full de root,
Pull de ront,

Turn yo'
Jegus comin',

(Bung at

Pray tergether,
Bittle chillen, I

sing tergether,
Little chillen,

Weep tergether,
Little ehillen, 1

ﬂﬂn t Bl‘”ﬁthﬁl‘,
Little chillen.

Live tergether,
Live tergether,

-:5-

ehillun, Jesus comin’
chillun, Jesug comin'
gide ter nme, Jesus comin
comin' in de mornin'.

-4-

ohillun, Jesus eomin’
ohillun, Jesus nﬂmin
ter me, Yosus comin'

comin' in de mornin'.

fnoa

S & % & 2 " e

Live Tergether, Little Chillen
Night to Children in Slavery Time!)

1%ttla ehillen. I'm r-1|-.ur1ma'x" 1'ine de
m gwiner j'ine de ban .

1ittle ohillen, I'm gwiner 1'ine de
I'm gwiner )'ine de ban',

11ttlﬂ chillen,
megwiner J ine de

1ittle chillen, I'm gwiner J'ine de
I'm gwiner Mine de ban'.

11ttle ehillen, I' m gwiner )'ine de
1ittle ehillen, I'm gwiner J'ine de

2 2B "e e

gar 1'4ine de




*HY OLE MISTIs PROMISED Me*

My ole Nistls prouleed ne

When ghe die she'd set me Iree,

She lived go long "til1 her haid got ball
ghe got out o' motien o' dyin' a'tall

iy ole Nistis proalsed me

¥hen she die she'd get me Iree,

Then I'd not have to hawl no cawn (com)
There'd be no day bresk risin' on Nonday morn

iy ole lMistis proulsed me

¥hen she die she'd set me Iree,

Now ole Mistls dead and gone

Lef' poah Sembo hawlin' up camm (com),

Wm. H. (Bill) Towns

submitted by Levi D. Shelby (colored)
Tuscumbia
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Tell Me, Job
> $ e

Tell me, Job, tell me where wuz you
"hen dey tuck my blessed Loral

Job says, "I wuz dere,” Job saye, "I
*1 wuz dere, I wuz dere,

"hen dey tuck my bdlessed Lord."

Job says, "I wuz dere.”

-2-

Tell me, Job, tell me where wuz you
When dey whooped Him up de hill?

Job says, "I wuz dere,” Job says, "I
*1 wuz dere, I wuz dere,

Then dey whooped Hii up de hill."
Job says, "% wuz dere.

-

Tell me Job, tell me where wus ¥au
¥hen dey nalled Him to de eross

Job says, "I wuz dere," Job says, "I
"I wuz dere, I wuz dere,

Vhen dey nalled Hi% . to de eoross."”
ng says, "1 wuz dere."

> & &

Tell me, Job, tell me where wuz you
When dey blopped Him in de face?

Jvob says, "I wuz dere," Job savs, "I
"1 wuz dere, I wuz dere, .
‘hen dey blooped Him in de face *
Jab says, "I wuz dere." 4

- Bw-

fell me, Job, tell me where wuz you
"hen dey aeaarod iim in de side?

Job says, "I wuz dere,"” Job says, "1
"1 wuz dere, I wuz dere,

Then dey aeeared Him in de side."
Job says, *I wuz dere."

T R
Ananias, Ananias
als
He spoke ter de win', en de win' obey,

Tell me whut kind uv er man Yesus is}
Ananias, Ananias, tell me whut kind er man Jesus is.
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He spoke ter de water, en de water obey,

Tell me wihut kind uv er man Jesus 18}
Ananlas, Ananias, tell me whut kind uv er man Jesus is.

-3-

He spoke ter de stone, en de stone obey,
Tell me whut kind uv er man Jesus 1is;
Ananias, Ananias, tell me wimt king uv er man Jesus 1s.

Chorusi

Ananias, Ananlas, Ananias, Snanias, tell me
Yhut kind uv er man JYesus 1is.

* & & % ¢ & 2+ "

Let Pat Liar Erlone
o 1l &

I come ter yo'! house lac er train on de track,
Give me little meal, I got ter hurry back,

Ef you doan wan' ter git in trouble

Let dat liar erlone.

- f -

Er liar en er hypoeritikeeps up er fuss.
Both 18 bad‘ but de liar am wuss.

Ef you doan' wan' ter git in trouble,
Let dat liar erlone.

3 e

He will tell sich er lie 'twhll sprize yo' mind.
He will mix er 1ittle truth ter make hit shine.
Ef you doan  wan' ter git in trouble,

kot dat liar erlone.

-4-‘
Stop en let me tell yer whwt dat liar will de,
He'll always come wid sumplin' new,
Ef you doany wan' ter git in trouble,
ket dat livar erlone.

He will bring you news 'bout women en men
Ter make you fall out wid yo'! bosom frein'.
Ef you doan' wan' ter zit in trouble,

Lot dat liar erlone.
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Lyin' In de Arma Uy de Lord
3 &

Come my lovin' brudder en doan git so weary
Lyin' in de arms uv de Lord,
Come my lovin' brudder en doan git so weary
Lyin' in de arme uv de bord.

Chorus$

Oh ves, de¢ Yankee rode er hoss in de mighty fiel' uv battle,
Oh, de Yankee shot er ctnnon in de mighty fiel' uv battle,
Lyin' in de arms uv de “ord,

-2-

Come my lovin' sister en doan git so weary
Lyin' in de arms uv de Lord,
Come my lovin' sister en doan'git so weary
Lyin' in de arms uv de Lord.

Chorus?

Oh yes, de Yankee rode er hoss de mighty f}el' uv battle,
Uh, de Yankee shot a cannon in mighty fiel" uv battle,
Lkyin' in de arms uv de Lord.

-5-
Come my lovin' deacon en doan' git so weary
Lyin' in de arms uv de Lord,

Come my lovin' deacon en doan' git so weary
Lyin' in de arms uvy de bord.

Chorus?!

Oh yes, de Yankee rode er hoss in de mighty fiel' uv battle,
Oh, de Yankee shot a cannon in de mighty flel" uv battle,
Lyin' in de arms uy de Lbord.

. BN BN BE R B BB B B B

Move De lMegmber
-1-

Got on my rockin' ghoes, Dan-u-el,
Cot on my roekin' shoes, Pan-u-egl,
Shoes gwinter rock er me home, Pan-u-el
Shoes gwin'ter rock er me home, Dan-u-el

Chorus?

Move de member, move, Pan-u=el,
Kove de meuber, move, Dan-u-el,
iember move so slow, Dan-u-el,
Hember move so slow, Dan-u-el.
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Got on my long white robe, Yan-u-el,
Got on my long white robe, Pan-u-el,
¥ove de member, move Fan-u-el

Move de member, move, Pan-u-el.

- 5 -

Got on my starry crown, Pan-g-el,
Got on my starry crown, Jan-u-sl,
Move de member, move, Van-u-el,
Move de member, move, Dan-u=el.

T EEEEEEERERE.

He never Begd or humherlin' Word
-1“

Daey tuck my blessed Lord,

Well dey tuck my blessed Lord, dlessed Lord,
Dev tuck my blessed kord,

En He never sald er mumerlin' word,

Not er word, not er word, not er word.

- P -

Dey whooped Him up de hill,

Well, dey whooped Him up de hill, up de hill,
Dey whooped Him up de hill, ,

En He never sald er mumerlin word,

Not er word, not er word, not er word,

- -

En dey nailled Him to de créss,

Vell, dey nalled "im to de cross, to de oross,
Dey nalled Him to de eross,

En He never saild er mumberlin' word,

Not er word, not er word, not er word.

o i @

En dey speared Him in de side,

Well, dey speared Him in de side, in de side,
Doy speared Him in de side,

En He never sald er mumerlin' word,

Not er word, not er word, not er word.

o B e

En de blood come trickerlin' down,

Well, de blood come trickerlin' down, trickerlin'dowm,
De blood come trickerlin' down,

En He never sald er mumberlin' word,

Hot er word, not er word, not er word.
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De las' word I heer'd hin say
He didn"t have prayin’ on his mind.

Chorus?

Liar, God doan' RNed hit.on I doan’ neither,
God doan' lae hit en I docan' neither,

Cod doan' lae hit en I doan' neither,

Hit's er scanderlus en er ghame.

'y

-

I met dat hypoerit de udder day,

1 spoke ter him 'bout prayin',

De las' word ™ heer'd hinm say,

Ee dian't have prayin' on his mind.

Chorus!

Hypoerit, God dcan' lae Nt en I doan' nelther,
God doan' lae hit en I doan' neither,

Cod doan' lzec hit en I doan' neither,

H1t's er secanderlus en er shame.

bt 4
il " 1 —

1 met dat back-glider de udder day,
| gpoker ter him er "bout prayln':

De las' word 1 heer'd him say, .
He didn't have prayin' on his mind.

Chorus?

Back-glider, God doan' lac hit en I doan ' neither,
Cod doan' lae hit en I doan' neither,

God doan' lae hit en I doan' neither,

Hit's er scanderlus en er shame.
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En He wore d4at thorny orown,
¥Yell, He wore dat thorny erown, thorny erown,

He wore dat thorny crown,
En He never sald 2 mumberlin' word,
Not er word, not er word, not a word.

S 2 » & » P H

Oh, John Preachin' In de Wilderness
e O

Oh, John de Baptis', John Devine
Who —onnp write dis name uvy ﬂihﬂ‘

Dey aln t gonna write hit wid pen uv bdrass
Pey ain't gonna writs hit wid pen uv gold,
Pip my finger in nmy Yesus blood,

¥rite my name in pure devine.

Chorua?

Oh, John, halleluigh,
Uh, John, preachin’' in de wil'erness.

- :.-.} -

Oh, John de Baptiat, John Yevine
Who gonna write dls name uy nlne‘

Read hit down by de ladder's olaw,
Angels gonna lock de lions Jaw.

Read down fudder, you'll find hit dere.
Yudge de tree by de frult hit dear.

Chorus?

Oh, John, halleluifn

Oh, John, preachin' in de wil'erness.

e 8 =

Yhut yver reckon dat letter o
Hant iy harp on de willer tree,
Heer'd er mighty shoutin® in Gallilee.

John wrote er letter 'tother d*y.
ay

Chorus!

Oh, John, halleluiah,
Oh, John, preachin’' in de wil'erness.

S & 2 » 282 9 9
De Lag' Vord 1 Heered Him Say

> Lo

I met dat liar de udder day,
I spoke ter him ‘bout prayin'.




Alabams

THE EMPTY HOUSE.
By: Harvey ©. Btoddard.

Sometimes 1 see an empty house,

And ponder on the tales it holds

Of folks who called 1t their abode,
And lived there in the davs of ola.

The ohimney lacks a brisk or two,
The paint 18 seared by wind and sun,
“he gutters hang, the fence is down,
The yard with chaff is over- .

"hat of the happy ohild who romped
Along the pathe, now grown with tares?

Pid he gain his hope of Joy and wealth,
Or are his hours filled with cares?

A corner of the vineclad poreh
Sespeaks a place where lovers gay

Spent hour on hour, hand in hand,
And of thelr future - who ean say?

Some woman's care show everywhere
From sagging gate to garden vall;

The toll of man ig there to aean,
Tho time has left 1ts socars on all.

1 ponder on who tarried there
In days so long ago:

Of fears and tears and laughter
That I vill never know.

i wonder if they linger still,
With keen and pensive eye,

And hiding in the shadows,
Wish for days gone dby.




A Child Ballad survival
sung in South Carolim a.

THE HOUSE CARPENTER

"Once I could have married a king's son, dear,
And he would have married me;

But now I have married a house carpenter,
And 1 think he is a nice young man."

"But if you will forsake your home, kind miss,
And go away with me

I'1ll carry you where the grass grows green
On the hills of portalina green."

“If I forsake my home, kind sir, and go mway with you,

What have you to maintain me upon, to keep me from
hard laboring?®

"Oh, don't you see those seven, seven ships
All making for dry land?

With a hundred and ten, of the bold sailing men
And they're all at my command.

She called her babes all around her knee;
One and two and three.

“Stay at home, stay at home, my lonesome little babes
And keep your father company."

They hadn't been sailing but about two weeks:
Not more than three, I#m sure,

Before this lady began for to weep,
And she wept most bitterly.

"What are you grieving about, kind miss, oh, what are
you grieving about?

Is 1t about my silver or my gold, or is it about my store?"

"It isn't about your silver of your gold, or about your
store I am sure.

I am grieving about my lonesome little babes, that I left
on the other shore.

I am grieving about my lonesome little babes, that I le't
L0 never see any more."

They hadn't been sailing but about three weeks;
Not more than four, I'm sure,

Before this ship she sprang a mighty leak,
And sank to never rise any more.

Before this ship she sprang a mighty leak,
And sank to never rise any more.

Reference: Ruth Clark Cullipher
Mullins, S. C.

G, L. Clark, May 27, 1937




A Child Ballad survival
in South Carolina.
or is 1%

THE HOUSE CARPENTER.

"Onece 1 could have married a king's son, dear,
And hi vould have married me;

But now * have married a house carpenter,
And 1 think he 1s a nice young man."

"But if you will forsake your home, kind miss,
And go amay with me

I'11 carry you wvhere the grass grows green
On the hills of portalina green.®

"It 1 forsake my home, kind sir, and go away with you,
"hat have you to maintain me upon, to keep me from
hard laboring?®

"Oh, don't you see those seven, seven ships
A1l meking for dry land?

¥ith a hundred and ten, of the bold salling men
And they're all at my command.

She ealled her babes all around her knee!
One and two and three.

"Stay at home, stay at home, my lonesome 1ittle babes
And keep your father company.”

Thog hadn't been salling put about two weeks:
ot more than three, I n sure,
Before this lady began for to weep,

And she wept most Ditterly.

"What are you grieving about, kind miss, oh, what
are you grieving about?

Is 1t adout my silver or my gold, or is 1t sbout my
atore?"

It 1en"t about your silver of your gold, or about
your store I am sure.

I am grieving about my lonesome littlie bades, that I
left on The other shore.

I am grieving about my lonesome little bdabes, that I
lef't to never see any more."*

The‘;hadn't been salling but about three weeks:
t more than four, I'm sure,
Before this ahip she sprang a mighty leak,
And sank to never rise any more.
Sefore this ship she sprang a2 mighty leak,
And sank to never rise any more.

Heference: BRuth Clark Cullipher
Nulling, 8. C.

G. L. Clark, May 27, 1937.




_ A Child Ballad survival
PATR FILREANNR sung in South Carolina.

“Oh, riddle my riddle,# dear mother," he criled,
*And riddle it all unto me,

Por whether to marry the fair Eleanor,
Or bring you the brown girl home?"

"This bLrown girl she has Bouses and lands;
"air "leanor she has none.

"herefore, I charge you upon my blessing,
"o bring me the brown girl home."

"Shall T go to Lord Thomas' wedding,
Or shall I stay at home?"

"Oh, stay at home todlay, fair Eleanor,
For many shall be your foe."

She dressed herself all up in white;
She shoed her feet with green;

And every town that she passed %hrough
They took her to e same queen.

e - She rode up to Lord Thomas' gate.
She rang the bell alone.
No one so ready as Lord Thomas
To ask her in the room.

Lord Thomas he arose himself
And walked along outside.

He carried her into the gentlemen's room
And seated her Ly his Dbride.

"Ts this your bride, Lord Thomas?" she cried.
"I think she is wonderful brown

"hen you could have married as fair a lady
s ever trod on the ground!"™

"fush up, hush up, fair Eleanor) said he.
"Pray don't pley false §f me /1o
For T love your little finger |

Retter than her whole body!™

This brown girl had a new penknife;
Igiwas both keen and sharp.

She ‘pushed it in fair Eleanor's side
And touched@ her tender heart.

"Oh, what's the matter, fair Eleanor7“fg;\cried;
"I think you are wonderful pale, | e —
"hen you used to bear as fresh a countenance
A8 ever my eyes beheld."

"Are you blind, lLord Thomas," she cried,
Or care you nothing for me?

You stand and watch my own heart's blood
Come rushings to my knee.”™




Lord Thomas he had a brand new sword,
It was both sharp and keen.

Me cut this brown girl's head off

.. And stove 1t agalnst a tree.

e pressed the handle against a tree:
The point against his heart;

And there never was two true lovers met
A8 quick as these three d1d part.

—
——

| "Co, father, go, father, go dig my grave;
| Itls being both wide and deep.

Bury fair Eleanor in my arms,
And the brown girl at my feet!"™

e

.--"‘--.-.-

Reference: Ruth Clark Cullipher
Mullins, S. C.

G- L. Cl&l‘k, Ir:ay 27’ 1937




A Chlld Ballad survivd
sung in South Carolines.

‘ riddle ay riddle, dear mother;" he eried,
And riddle it all unto me,

For whother to sarry the falr Sleanor,
Or tring you the bWrown girl home?t*

"This romn girl ghe has louses and landas
Falr ""J.ognar she has none.

‘herefore, < chalge you upon i meﬂaw.
To Wring me the trowm girl home.*®

"Shall I to Lord Thomas' wedding,
Oy o I gstay at homet*

'Oh stay nt home today, falr "lmr.
mr many shall be your foe."

the drmood harself all Ry in u‘ﬁto,
he shoed Mar feet with

And every mm that ahe mnaod ‘"‘mxm
They took her to bo socae gueen.

Sha rode wp %o Iao"d Thomas' gate.
e rang the nh ..;_una.

Ho one 30 ready ag Lord Thoms
To ask her in the room.

Lord “‘horas he grogse hilself
And ,..;'ad along ,Ltntﬁe.
e carried her *nt gentlemen's roon

Angé poated hear ! 4-.1; brids.

"Is this your Wride, Loxd Thones?" she eried.
I think ehe "a mndorful brown

"hen you could have married as felr 2 lady
As ever trod on the groundl®

"Hugh up, hugh up, flar Elsenor,” sald he.
'I‘m don't play false to me

For I love your 11 tls finger
Better than her wiwle Lodyl®

‘hig brown girl had a new penknife;
It mas bOth koen and ah arp.

he pushed it in fair Eleanor's side
And toughed her tender heart.

"Uh‘ what's the matter, fair Elgenor?® eried he,
1 think you are wvonderful pale

Fhen you used to beoor as fm‘a o cmnfenama
As over my eyet boheld.*
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*Are you dlind, Lord Thomae,® she cried,
Or care you nothing for mel ;

You stend and wateh my omm heart's blood
Come yushing %o my knee.”

It wes both sherp ar
He cut this brown girl's ]
And stove 1t against a Tree.

*Go, father, go, Tather, go AIg 1y £Tave;
its beling foth wide nna A0«

=

Duswy falr Elsanor in my sIws,
the bromn girl at oy Teet?”

He preagsed the handle against a treel
T™e point against his heart;
And there never wns two tTrue Yorars net

As quick as these three 414 nart.

Faference! FRuth Clark Cullipher
Halling, 5. Go
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I wouldn't marry a man that's rich,
For he'd get drunk and fall in the ditch.
I'11l not marry at all, 't all, I'll not

marry at all.

I wouldn't marry a man that's poor,
For he'd drag me from door to door.

I'1ll not marry at all, etc.

I wouldn't marry a man that's lazy,
For he wouldn't work and would drive

me crazy.

I'll not marry at all, etc.
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The man who hadn't walked a step in twenty years was sitting out
on his porch looking at the flowers in the yard wvhen he saw neighbor Jones
fron tother side the graveyard coming down the road in a half gweat and

half swivet,
"Better git ready, Brother Brown," Neighbor Jones hollered as he

géme up even with the yard gate. Judgement day is here,"

"Don't be tryin' to fool me thataway," the man who hadn't walked a
step in twenty years told hil.i And you hadn't orto joke about Judgement
day neither,"

"I sin't:jokin, Brother Brown. The Lord and the devil are in the
graveyard right now aedividin' up the dead. If you don't delieve it, I1'll
take you on my back and let you see for yourself,"

"All right then, 1'll go," said Brother Brown; so neighbor Jones
histed him cut of the chalr and toted him to the graweyard gate,

"Now just listen," neighbor Jones told him,

Brother Brown listened, and he heard a voice saying, ';pu take this'n
and I'1]1 take that'n, You take this'n and I'll take thlt'n.',

The voice was coming from a big bunch of cape jessamine bughes not
far from the gate. They was a grove of higkory trees right by the grave.
yard, and two boye had been picking up the hickory nuts., When they got
through they went into the graveyard to divide the hickories, They had so
many of the hickories that they had dropped two as they went through the
graveyard gate,

While neighdor Jones and bdrother Brown was a-listenin', theff;oyl
finighed their dividin', The one who was talkin' gaid, "You take this'a and
I'1]l take that'n., TYou take this'n and I'1ll take that'a, Heujihqy'- two
at the gate, and you take one and I'll take tother'n,"

When he heard that the man that hadn't walked a step in twenty

years Jumped down and outrun tédother feller dack to the house,




Folklore G. L. Clark , =
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THE LAZIEST MAN

Nick Weldon was an awfully lazy man, He would not work at
anything. All he ever did was eat and lle back with his feet cock-
ed in the air while he looked until he fell asleep. Hls parents
fed him t1ll he was a grown man but they finally worked themselves
to de=th and left Nick to shinny* for himself. The nelghbors, as

is the custom of good neighbors, brought over a lot of good things

L -

to eat after his mother died and he ate them all., After that he
was hungry.

Everybody in the community knew he was too lazy to live but
they were sorry for him and finally got into the habit of sending
a child around once in a while with a plate of victuale for him
to eat. BSeverasl famillies kept this up for a month or two and 1in
this way Nick kept alive. But he was getting lanky on the uncer-
tain food and still he made no effort to do a thing for himselfl
Finally the good neighbors tired of being put upon in any such
manner and got together to talk the matter over,

" . ~ |
It was 2 hopeless case, they decided, asnd Nick must be dis- pVv®

@

of once and for all, They could not continue to waste the time

supplies to care for him and so he must die. Of course they

Ch

an
could just refuse to send him any more food and he would soon dle of
gstaervation. But that, they felt sure, was too cruel a death for
even Nick., Bo they decided to haul him out to the boneyard** and
knock him in the head.

Early the next morning two of them took a cart and drove over

to get Nick. When they told him why they were there he offered no

protest so they lifted him into the cart and started d@own the road.
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It was a long drive to the boneyard and after they had gone

a long way they were stopped by a man who wanted to know where

they were going. He had not heard of Nick so they told him the
whole story.
"Why," he offered generously when he had heard the tale, "I
a bushel of corn. I'll give him that and he can llve

It 1 a bad thing to kill a man and 1 don't want

that Nick slowly turned hie head in the cart so he could
see the man. "Ig it shelled?" he ssked in a whiny drawl.
The charitable man snswered, "Why, no, but the
can shell it in just a little while."

mind, " whined Nick, "jes' drive on to the boneyard, boys!"

&G, L. Clark
Oct. 6, 1936

350 'r'"}'f"d‘a

Reference: Mres. Leonidass Cockrell, Route 2, Livingston, Ala.

Explanation of dislect words:

Shinny--fend, take care of, look out for.

Boneyard--dlsposal place for dead animals. The usual boneyard was a
small hilltop clearing as far as 1t convenliently could be from human
habltation. 1Islands in the larger crecks and swamps were the usual
locations.




