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has never aske. for oredit;

dime.
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he has not been known to borrow a•

Undoubtedly he has some inc oms , which is probably

a pension trom ths war. People don't mention Lige'e pension,

at any rate, when they are cussing vet\-ans' pensions.
~

It may be because or Lige's humbleness, hie laok ot
-

put-on, shoW, and I.-.I.~' , •• ,"III display. There is not

He

there's

an ODnoe ot conceit about the fellow. He is tree of envy.

He does look at a pretty girl pass, but

person';that ever notio~d that1~

Ask anybody in town: "Does Lige oere about women?"

And they'd laugh, and wink, knowing that Lige gs ts all that

out of his system at intervals. en you see the boy catoh

the dude tor Corinth, Mississippi, you know he's itohing for

a whore. Andthat maans he doesn't cere about womsn; he doesn't

make any enappy remarks about the girls or the town; yet he

is tha worst gossip in wwn in other things. He'll tell yo~

where everybody is, what everyboJy is doing, and why everybody

is doing what he is doing.

ije is not a man to talk on and on. He says his say, ant

that is that. His sentences arepever over a dozen words in

leng'Ch. He speaks in a tone that is SO restrained and reined

a boarding house;

you 'eel that he is short of wind and can't spare any sir to
v~t 410\

his vooal cords.
•

He doesn't stay in \ (\, lJ I~f Q"\ ...-~ j
no one would expeot him to ask ,tie board

nO.

seed house t the gin; andiin the SIlIQIl18r God only knows where
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he doesn't sleep.

"That tellow has monsy, all right." You hear
•

that rsmark, BOd you he.. how the remark is sUbstantiatsd.

It seems that a tew years ago Lige's brothsr died out in the

West. Ligs got a telegram saying that he'd better put up

sane money to bury his brother or nelVbrother would be turned

over to a do~tor's sohool to bs out ~p by stUdents. Lige

•••••

got monay, not out ot the bank, but trom somewhere; he

sent the money. Then a tew days later Lige lett town, he

went into the "est, went to the town that his brother had

died in. Lige got himself a piok and a abovel, and he went to

the graveyard, he dug in1Xl the earth one night, and he lifted

th.e 11d ot the oottin to make sure that it was his brother ,.
'pI".....

had buried. Aseured be came back to town. .And the town

talked about the esoapade tor monthe. When Lige was~

mentioned, somebody would tell that yarn •

.As tor as digging graves, Lige had had SOIlll experienoe.

Just as you go under the underpass, leading to Ruseellville, there

ia a graveyard on the hill by the

railroad. When there is a tuneral to be had, you'll tiD! Lige

in the early morning up there on the hill, wit!: piok and shovel

loosening and shovelling the damp rsd olay. Sometimes you'll

.ee a boy or man squatting and "atohing and talking. Nobody

knows whsther ha charges anything ~rr this work or not, probably

not; only ths persons tor whom he digs graves~ knows. Yet

the chances are he does oharge the tuneral home that put up in

Red Bay a year or two ago. It would be hard to think that Lige

would charge hia triends.

Lige is a good man tor sitting up nights with

sick people. n somebody
purpo!te
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bearded oheek wor~
oan ohew. His

L1ge never seys no. He likes it. He likes the long quite, ...trained

talk ot long waiia. Lige 18 nevsr 1mpatisnt, never rlth ants

in his pants.
Lise moves up the street emoking-a hand-rolled oigaretts,

holding the usuall~t1n~ butt bet s1\ thumb and toretinger.
I ~ \;J ,. ''1

He'll stop and talk Again he rlll go to a grooery

store, stand around the oold-drink oooler, and eventuallY he

will pass a niokel to the grocer walk baok to the aardines,

take a oan wi th key, a hand _tul at crackers trom the box on

the tat-bellY oounter. He rlll go to the rear at the store

where the e, areJlI..aoks ot teed, take a seat on the saok, remove'

~ "t-\..l 1""'"the i'!d, and poke whole tish doW! his throat taster than he

.l\llllpar ha carries his tub and rub-board in ths bleokamith

nop at hand, and geell to town. Ha rlll go to Dr. Waldrep'S

plant's cool1ng pipes and the1in whirs with suoking and pres
s

1t'@

ootton, Liga bands over e pair ot overalls and J~r, stitt rlth

dirt ot wearing. Atter ha has lIorubbed the overalls and
•

at sardinss nsarly knooks yOU dO,m, as hs says: "11m, shoo the

oats trom tollowing me; I'm going to ths dentist." 11m seys:

"God help the nent1et\" and snifts the sardine-alr.

OIl sllumer days Lise 18 up at the icsplant rl th a

tub and a rub-board. While ths water ca scades trom the

up and down l1ke a hinge ot haired leather.

He oomes baok to the tront of the story I'll th a remark:

"I saw a oat with a tunn y look in its sY1!s, bet she's lookit'@

tor a Tom." EverybOdy laughs, tor Ligs said it. Hla breath
•

•
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ottioe, loll ~t on the divan, listening to the doctor disouss
•

belly-aohes, ohild-birth, and husbands. sometimes he will

into the Ford and dash into the oounty to some tarmhouse

doctor a siok person.

11111 .

oe-oream box,

In the night, after peoplehave gone to bed, he'll b& found

in the alleys, strolling around, ~ppearing out ot nowhere, disappearing

in11:> to no ere. He'll pop up around the ootton warehouse,

snoop around the depot, in th~umberyards, and about the sohool.

After a fire las taken plaoe, he w11l be up and about

next morning, telling all the details. For he will have been

there as sure as shooting.

And no merchant opens his store to catoh the early risers

too early to beat Lige on the street. Vuin Epps may get down

to the store early to meet the beauty shop girl and fool his wife,

but Lige will be ambling around in the silent streets looking

on.

On Sunday nights people coming tran ohuroh see a light

in the dootor's ottice, and they know that Lige is sitttng there

on the divan, alone, perhaps sleeping. The doctor 11111 not

be there; Lige has a key.

Lige has a hobby, oaring for bees. Oneof the grooers

at one time became interested in bees. He bought hive eftsr

hive and put them under his fruit trees. Lige dived into help,

uninvited, but welcome. He ~d oatoh)the bees in hie bare

hands. He glori" in his immunity trom sting. No one need

ask him to help with the bees; some days he'd turn up, saying:
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"1 wan t to look at your bees," an d awa\ he'll go to

the orohard, to life the lids of gums, poke around, tsp,

and "atch. His dull, grsy, colorless eyes will be bright

in their flat "BY, eager like a child in his keen watch or

the bees. He'll search for the queen-bee.

Then he'll come and get your emoker, pop up in your

back, screened porch: "HellO, hello," he'll call, end whlll you

come 11:> the door, he'll alre ady have the smoker down: "1 'm f!P ing

to rob .os 5~a gum, and 1 want to get Gene's smoker."

Lige knows he is king in his ..... , domain. ~ knon

for he never associates with

he is respected, trusted. 50 he plays his part, takes all his

authority to himself, and uses it as far KKt as it goes, but

makee not a step over the line. Hs ~t considers himself above

the farmers who come to town;
lA"'S

them. It ld se much more in oOllmon with the

ftrmers, pressed as 1e. in at jumP8T, and, overal;Ls! b\l Jil! L ~
c!o~,,·f-" c:<-.,~(- .('1\-~r'~ c, , .. ~.,.I..., '-'..,V'-';,~/, <...~ ........ .,.r\

e. He walks down tha street, lord-loaftrr, dr1tlll

in to the store,

I wiit in you?" or

"Something for you?"

is there for you?"
,- ,/\

Perhaps he will say: "Clyde won't sleep with hia

head to the West and his feet to the East." Clyde is the

nigger st the lx>tel.

"No?" says Ilr. Rogers.

"He says that is the way people are buried, Baet and Weat."

LitJ went on drily: "The' other night it rained, and he hed a leakt

Iftllfe set the diehpan on his belly t6 kea:p from ohanging his bed

around ."

Quick as a flash Lige left the store; far wben he

tells something he gets going just as soon as it is over.
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