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"I just play---that is all. It's a lot of fun. You remamber,

when we had slot machines in Red Bay, espec_ally over at the

Red Bay Drug Company. I was ahesd of them machines. I learned

how to work them. But at the University there wes too many

to

pleying

of sh ooting one, get. ,
thing you knew I d be

machines. I'd get the snack

winning on it, and the first

another kind.

"My dad thought I was spedding too much money down

there, and I ess I did for his bankroll, but it never was

over $BOO for a term. I was pretty careful. ~ stayed at

Mrs. Veals at B22 12th Avenue, and I got some of my board bill

cut orf by taking breakfast somewhere .lse or not atall. Most

of the time I dropped in a drugstore and got a dime milkshake

or something like that.

"I don't guess my dad ould have carad so much about

me spending money if I had just had sense enough to pass

some of my courses. But I didn't. I think I could have,

for I did pretty well in high school." His father is on

he has two aunts teachingthe town board of education and
-th~

in",high school.

"High school as nothing for me; we had a good time.

~ere was allis Beasley, Joe Hill,

a right smart~~un.
"But I never did get to do

Reef ---we had

s.ome of the

boys did. I was kept plenty close at home. 'hen I wan18 d

to go out I had to run and say: 'Mother, I want to g~ down

to sllis' or something.' Most of the time I didn't get to

go. y mother would say I asn't to leave the lawn, that I had

to bring the boys there, or that I had to take a nap. Nape

were my hell. I used to h ve nightmares about naps. Just about
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the time I was getting set to knock a homerun, the pitcher inding

up his th~ow, and the catcher goo. and s uatted---just about

that time, my mother would call: ~Charl's---dear-r-rie. Time

for your nap.' The boys would sulk, kid me, pick up their

balls, gloves, mitts, bats and go home. My brother, James, and

I would go on in.

with a la , larga as a baseball

" e played

in a house which

lawn. e lived most of the time

diamond. It had green grass and we co uld plaY all kinds of

games. _e played baseball, football, and a hundred gaJlJ'S

we made up ourselves. .e used to take icepicks, a bunch ~

us, and throw them at the garage. e got so good we could

stick the pick in a target at a distance of 20 feet.

You see, after the boys got used to the way my mother was, they

didn't mind, and they acted as if they understood, although

none of them had to take naps, and most of them didn't even have

to ask permission to go to the creek, to go to town, or

anything.

"I liked school, I guess, because it was so much

easier to have freedom there. I could fight without my

mother rlmning to the windo. 1 could play foclltball wi1ll0ut

my mother running to tell me that .1 ehouldn't play rough.

t school I had some fun. Come to think of it 1 don't remember

the kind Of fun we had or how it could have been fun. All 1

remember is a lot of laughing, running in the hallS, and sitting

in classes. 1 remember playing in the woods back of the school,

chasing another boy. I remember seeing the little girls' playhouses

made out of briCks. 1 remember throwing green plumbs in
100 'rS

hall and haVing to oil the and wash the windows.

the

1
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I
didn't have to do as many of' these things as therther

boys did. I ..anted to do some ot them, but it it meant stay ing

in atter school, I didn't like it; tor my mother

would look at the clock and ..sk me a hundred questions.

•

When you stayed-in you had to ....sh the blackboards and,....

~dust the seats or memorize some poetry or something. I

would have liked it, hadn't been for mother.

"My mother ..aa ..l ..ays good to us, and I o..e her a

lot. She ted us better than most people eat in Red Bay.

said at the market my mother's grocery bill was the highest

one they hed. I guess that is right. She believed in

green stuft, lettuce, onions, ra" cabb..ge. My tavorite

eating is onion and crackers---and I guess it is because

my mother taught me to eat the combination.

"I am a big eater. !Jown at the University they used to

laugh at me, and my room mate thou t it ..as the funniest

thing in the world. I'd go to a sho.. with him, and we'd

drop back by a lunch stand and I'd order a half-dozen or so

hamburgers to take out, eat a couple there, and then ..e' d

go on. I'd go down and get a glass ot ice-cubes trom

Mrs. Veal's box, and then I'd lie up on the top bunk, eat

hamburger s and the cube s. I didn' t see anything tunny,

but my roomma te would mock me when he td eat a han burger or

a hotdog. He' do it by looking at the hamburger right hard,

putting halt ot it in his mouth at onee. He said I newer

took over three bites to a sandwich. I don't kno...

It's a lot ot tun to eat in bad, that's all I kno...

"My roommate ..as a little cracked on his part. He'd

keep me trom studying, and may be the whole cause of my

tlunking out at the University. He ..ouldn't let me study or
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study himself. He'd read his novels and, poetry aloud, 00
•

loud l' d have to go in Horne's or Tommy's cr somebody's

room to get out of the noise. Then he'd

to a show, speak of stars and plots

talk about going
v"t.'rQ

he guessed in
,

the pioture at the Bema, and he'd have me restless, and the

first thing you knew he was having me oall the

U-drive it plaoe for a oar. .e' d all jump in and go to

,
a show. e'd get baok pretty late. I always had

•

8 o'olook olass too, and I was always late.

"My room mate as oraoked, I sft' and
(\0

the alarm on the olook SO it .ouldt;larm me

olass. I'd be sleepy and he'd pull down the

miss my olass.

he'd turn

on time for the
,

shades so I d

lfI didn't do any good, but he didn't eVEn pass Freshman

Problems. I would have passed Military Training I guess,

if I hadn't gotten out of it on aooount of my ears. I was in

it for a month, paradin~ around with a gun, and I oouldn't do a

damn thing. I couldn't keep step or anythi • I never

oould keep step." Chuok was short-legged, with a duok-waddle in

thoee days.

"MY roommate and me used to take trips to Montgomery,

•

Deoatur, and Mobile. e didn't have any sense. I had a

girl in Deoatur, and he'd go with me just far the

hell of it. I think he'd get a laugh out of the way I'd

do. He liked to have never got over that time I went to

sleep in the men's room when the bus stopped for a rest-stop.

I had to hitch-hike on into Birmingham. Liany a time we

walked the streets of Birmingham All night, sitting around

in cafes, shooting slot machire s, and trying to sleep in



• •
•

-6-

hotel lobbies. ,e lived ott a quarter bar ot Hersey one day.

"I went to Mobile with him and a bunch at the •

boarding house---we went to ardi Gras. There was six ot

us, and we all stayed in a $1 room, with two beds pushed togethsr.

There was a tellow trom Lousianna, claimed he was kin to Huey

Long, with us, and he stayed drunk as a dog and flirted with

prosti tutes all night. I remember ths next morning we give

a nigger fifty cents to wash us with some kind of disinfectant.

-e all stood naked as jaybirds, and the nigger took a bucket

and the disinfectant, and washed us all from hoad to teet. I

didn't need to be washed; tor I never could be that way.

I can say one thing I never have been untrue to my wite---anytime.

I had plen ty chancee down there at the Universi ty too. The

boys wers always going out, and I wen t wi t1:I them, but I just

watched tor the cops. Cops are bad in Tuscaloosa. They

catch boys all the time, and it you don't have a trat
fined

brother or a good triend you're liable to be can't psy, and

the universi ty finds it out, and shipped you are. But it you'

got the money or a friend-- you payor they pay and

things are o.k.

"In a way I am glad I ot away fram the Universi·y. I wanted

to make some mone y.

tr ders and gamblers.

traders, and that means

My cousin, Bill Cashion at Hamilton, can outtrade anybody.

Some people say a trdder cr-n't be honest; well, I say you're

honest as long as you ain't cau t. And you have to be plen t;y

careful and plenty honest not to be caught. You have to be tight,

and grabbing. y room mate loaned me money, begged to loan me
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money; for he knew that I'd pay him if he asked me for

it. He said I'd pay all right, but he had to be close in his

bookkeeping to get it. In ther words, I wasn't paying when

you didn't ask. He liked to loan lIB money so he couldn't

get hold of it too easily and spend too much.

"Now, that I'm bock home, things rre better for me. I

ow that. I am glad I am married and that I have a kid.

~ometimlsit seems strange that I got graduated from High School

in 1934, and 5 years later I have been to Collage two years,

have go~ married. and

a hundred years.

have got a kid. It seema like

"I married illimae Keeton. Robert Keeton's daughter.

he is about my age: 22."

Quillimae is a tall, long-limbed girl. She is flat-

chested and reedy, but clean and fresh.

She is one of Robert Keeton's four girls. '10bert

hed lmything but girls. illimae
v

never ' en ae yORger

she had a bone diaease, and it looked like she _as going to

lose her leg, but now you c r hardly tell it. The calf of

her leg just looks hard, straight and rigid is all. 'ost

of the people in Red Bay ccxmnen t on the fac t that Chuck's

wife has become prettier since she married. They say that

it proves marriage sometimes makes a girl prettier, rounds

out her cheeks and arme, softens her contours.

Robert Keeton makss money. but you c nnot place your

hands on how much he makes; for if you balance his debts agai nst

his as~ets you might not have anything. He pays with one

hand and takea in with the other. Everybody knows that he

has several warehouses. tle has t·~ in Red Bsy and two in
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!lUssellville. He lives hig jdrives,.., a @Pod car, and his

daughters ere all married. uillimae was the last to msrry.

Chuck grabbed her about the time she finished high school.

He didn't knOw her well until he oame home from College.

Robert put all his son-in-laws to work for him. Chuck

works in the wareh6use in Red Bay, Jack Pettus is going

. to a little plaoe out of Birmingham to work on the sawmill

Robert isputting up. other two son-in-laws are in

Russellville. Robert has helped his sons in other things---

Wtlch as operating Chevrolet places, hardwares,e;l:t..

As soon as Chuck was m rried he went to work in the
•

wareh.use. "I gues.s OClme Tleople think I married my wife

to get a job, but I don't guess I did, and there

is no reason for me to dispute it. All I can say is I have

always worked. . en I didn't have a job I worked. If I

saw work being done~ on a house I hung around, and the

next thing I as do iog was sawing, oar rying lumber. I used

to hang around the filling staion, and I'd be fixing flats and

filling tanks pret ty 00 on. I didn't ge t paid for th in88

like that to speak of. A half-aeller now and then. But it
Gooseneck

was fun. Lenard Sims--- , yuu know---used to take me

on trips to New Orleens and Birmingham because I hung around

his filling station.

"I'm meking pretty good now. I trade a few oars when

the slack season comes at the werehouse. There's q lot of

work at the warehouse when fertilizer COUll s and cotton

is coI:ling in. en them cars of fertilizsr comes there

is work in unl ~ding and heuling it to the erehouee. There

is a lot of book-keeping, with the fertilizer; for you



,

-9-

a DemocratI

You don't mind not shaving

I am tor Roosevelt and Bankhead.

Really I guess I like overalls and workshiz
ts

rrying. I learned more, though, in them bull

"I alwaYs was pretty hot on polities. That and

.through and through.
I don't take part in local politics like my dad does.

I have to lIOr k so hard I don't heve tI. me to read much

baseball is all I read in the papers.

sessions at the University than anywhere. ~e talked

late end pretty deep abQ,ut e"e,rything. e just didn't talk
y-l... 9'V\"t.

football and Rosebowl, -e talked politics and religion and,

of course» women.

an more by

some mornings when yOU wear overalls and workshirts. It

may be because my mother was 'l-%- ti&)1t on me ~bout wearing

clean, starcbed clothes. I sO ~ go dirty and like it.

I let shaving go, let bathing go. May be the same reason I

quit going to church when I left home.
''My wite belongs to the Free ;'lill Baptist. My room mate

talked me out of my religion with stuft about evolution

and biology and psychology. I never paid much attention,

didn't folloW what he said, but I knew it it was all mixed

u that way I shore wouldn't worry; tor I would n' t le a:rn

better than any kind of clothes.
mind that.

requisition slips to their customers, and the customers bring

the sips, and we till the order. "\1i te a job. I have

a nigger to help me with the heavy work.'
"I have to wear some pretty tough clothes, but I don't

have to keep it straight. You see, the merchants all keep

their tertilizer in the waDehous e , and they give out

•

•

•

except tor Sport Story \Jft~......,azine. I read it regularly.
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Tou see, I used to want to be a big ball player. I ~ed to

like to go with my dad; for he lOuld talk badeball with

the ot I'd listen. I used to talk

it to I know now they just though tit

was funny for me to talk about hits being so

young.

"I used to be interested in and chemicals

and things. One of my friends had a hunch of chemicals and

things he swiped from the chemicel-room at the high achool.

,e'd mix things and watch them bubble and foam

and explode. .e made gun powder out of char-coal, salt-peter,

• and such-like. Je even run a telegraph line from his house

to my house. It was him, not me, but I hung around.

"I could tell you lots of things, but I guess most boys

do them. But to a fellow they're always funny. .¥hen you

remember them it makes you cheerful and happy agm n.

"I always have been happy, an' I was really scared until

my baby was born. I was living on the East end of the

pavement, had a little four room house down there, a little,

plank, frame house. The baby was born, and it was clubfooted.

I thought some bad thoughts, but I am all right now. uad and

Mr. Keeton split the bill between them, and got it straightened,

and you can't tell by looking at the foot it was ever club.

I'm glad we got the baby, but I tell you they cost, and

I don't guess we could afford any more. I know one thi~ THERE

-.oN'T be any more right away. As long as I have to help a

nigger unload fertilizer there won't be any more.

"1Iy room mate used to say he'd strangle his

babies in the cradle if they turned out to be girls. If be had
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my girl he vouldn't say tha;, is all I kIlow."

illimae laughs at Charles, and says she despises f~

wives to always be talking about their husbands. "That's all

they do in Red BaY. John says this, John thinks that. I'd

bite my tongue off it I had to say Chuck every I ... \
breath." She likes Chuck she says, and he's a lot of fun.

" en I was sick, Chuck would have to get up
th the baby, and

I'd see him get a box of graham crackers and a pitcher of

ice water ~ to eat on while he rocked and paced the floor.

Even wben tbe baby wa~ut down and Chuck was in bed, I'd

hear bim reaching out to the window for crackers and

a
glass of water. tle eats all the time and it doesn't

seem to burt him.

"He SUpPODts me well as I want to be. I didn't like

that first bouse, but we moved~ to wbere we are,

and I like it. It's John Bullen's house; he fixed it to

•
the house

There's p18n~y or room,

tbe walls. ~ don't pear

up a storm eitber.

the wallpsper sticks to
groaning

when : t come s

live in bimself, and it's fine.

and all

"I tbink we have done fine, since we were both

pets of tbe family at home. .1e had a few squabble sand

things, but we're over that. ~ learIll Q we had to put up

wi tb things. Chuck is away a lot, and I guess wben 12 comas

in I'm~ glad. l,huck's not one to bang around the house.

He doesn't saty anywhere long. That's his trouble. He works,

but in spurta. He's not steady, but 1 don't hava

anytbing to complain of. I have my kid and ~huck and sane thing

to eat and wear. I go to the Churcb, to clubs, and

associate with tbe young married wanen."
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