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urbs ot Fairhope, in a rough but neat~-kept cottage

ot two roams, lives Mandy Leslie, a ~d-working Negro woman whose energy

belies the 77 years to which she credibly lays cla.1m. Twice widowed aDd

her children scattered to the winds, Mandy is a pillar ot strength and com

tort to several white households, where she lIlSkes weekly calla to care tor

the laundry work; .(Iwash am iron," as she calls it. The washing is done in

the back yards, where a hot tire under an iron pot boils the garments to a

state that

ready tor

• ironing next day.

Using old-tashioned sadirons, heated at open tire, J4aDdy turns

out a "dons_up" product that any modern laundry might envy, During the iron-

ing process, which takes place in the hall or a spare room, the aistrsss ot

the house is entertained with a steady stream of biograp~, comment JlIId intor

mation from the lonely old woman who relishes this opportunity to talk to

somebody, especially it there happens to be a visitor who is nllt tamiliar

with her story. A typical episode runs like this:

.. Yassum, I 'members de war, but I don't l'ak no wars,. Dey give

• tolks trouble and dey's tu11 of evil doings. When de Yenkees come t'rough

here, dey took lIlY mamlllY off in a _gon, and let' me right side de road, and

when she try to git out. de wagon to fetch me, dey hit her on de head and she

tell back in de wagon and didn't holler no more. Dey j es' driv 01'1' up de ~

big road wid I4aJDaly lying down in de wagon - she mout a been dead, 'cause I
•

ain't never seed her no more •

.. Unker John LesUe and Aunt Josie and all dey chillun come along in

a wagon, gwine up North, dey said, and dey said dey tound me stsnding dar side

de road crying for my mamlllY. unt Josie, she say: 'Pore little

gwine wid us. Us ain't got much, but us can't let you die,.' aM Unker John,...
he say: 'Poor ch1le,us ..... DIIlSt.n't leave her disaway." He lift me up in

\.- v
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'w~on and US dri ~de mu1e gin plum' out,and den us stop end took up

on a place not fUr :rum I.lon'gomry,on Mr.W1l11s BUes' plao~ us live dar
~k ~
el: I was a grom woman,and Mr. Biles sho _s a good I!lIln to live wid and he

treat us right every year.

n Den I D!8rried Taylor and us kep' on l1ving wid Mr. BUes aoo ~

t'ree of us's chillun was borned dere. Den Taylor died wid de fever, and

he had insho' ance what us pay a dollar a mont' for de longest and he say it

take care me and de chillun when he gone. Bless God, dat money didn't take

care nobo~ 'cept de doctor and de. burying-Mn. Dey bofe got dey part and

lef me jes' two dollar and sebenty cents,

to be whipped for charginl me lak dey did•

dat's all. Mr.BUes say dey ought

Den he went to see em(tw cussed

•
'em outJand dey sont back twenty dollar. I ain't lIllste no more money on

It.-

insho'ance, no ~l

" I had a hard time keeping my chillun and working de crap toojbut

Mr. Biles, he low me a mule,jes' laic he do T~lor 'fore he died, ano us made

four bags of cotton de f'ust year and five bags de nex' year.lIlIii> I pick every

lock of it myself - jes' me and dem l1ttle chillllns.

" Den Ru1"us {l: come along and be. tkught us had all de insho' enoe

money, and he court me so hard and so reg'lar~I act a fool and married

• him,aoo he turn out to be de no-countest nigger dat ever lived. 'Stead of

him supporting me, us had to support him for nigh 'bout ten year ;me and de

chillun. He had a misery in he back,snd couldn't do no hard work laic plow-

ing aoo hoe~ it hurt he back to pick cotton and pull fodder,and he jes'.....
set 'round and make a few baskets and eat laic a hoss.

" Mr.Will1s Biles(C died)Snd he boy,Mr. Joe, he took de place and

run it for he,la. Mr. Joe told Ruf'u& 'Ten't nothing de matter wid him but.

dame lazy,and if he don't git out and he'p me work,he gonns set. de Ku Klux

on him. Den us got scared sno moved nigh 'bout t.o Uniontown,and us l1ve wid

llr. Bob Simmons for seben years

fall 'bout de settlement. Mr.

mniDg, and he treat. us right every
~

say 't.ain't. nothing de mat.ter wid Rufus

jes' laic llr. Joe say,and Rufus say he gwine move to town whar he kin git. work
to suit him.
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" Us move to town, snd

don't find notbing to suit bim.

Rut'us be gone all day£"king

I has to take in _sbing

tor a Job and

de white tolks

to feed us and dey charge two dol.l.srs rent tor de little sback us live in.

He make

'Twan't ri t to do dat; 'cause I ain't paid no bouse-rent in all rrt:I

bo'n days, Wl~en. ,ADd de f'ust t'ing I know, dat trifling Ru:f'us~e done

sell de mule and WS8on(:oo got drunk and lost de res' of de m.:lneYtt .. us...
Why didn't I quit Ru:f'us? Yassum, I 'spects I ougbt

bumble wben be sober up~ pray so stro J-k-Say

was sho in a bad fix.

to done dstJ but be so

de Lord done call him outen be meanness and be gwine preacb Jesus.

lak he need dem preacher clothes, and us skimped along and saved 'nough to

.bUY Ruf'us de suit of clotbes wid a long-tail he got a higb-up hat and
~

a Bible) snd be sbo did look granp ~ s _s proud to see him all fix up and

going out to labor in de vineyard of de Lord.

" Us give Rufus de las' t' ree. dollars us could scrape up, and be got
p..J-

on de train snd went to Mon'gomr,y, us ain't seen hair nor hide of dat"

nigger sence. In 'bout a year us got a letter tum bim in Juliet, wayup

in illinois, wbarever dat is, and he say be in de pen'tensbry for ten year,

'cause dey 'scuse him stealing a womsn's jew'lry, and would I get Mr. Biles ..

• and Mr. Si.alnons to do what dey can to get him out.

washed in de blood of de Lamb sence he been in Jail.

He repent and been

.And he say~f anybody

write me dat he I'lmned off Mon'gollD:y wid 'nother woman and dat he got

a wife in Chicago,it's a lie.

M Dat fix me wid dat tritlin' nigger, and Jolr. Sam Broa~ what's a

l&: r, he got me all 'vorcement snd. gin me back ray f'ust name, Leslie" eIIIt!w-t/
I's :tz t'rough wid marrying.. My ch1llun done all gone snd got married,

snd I come back here wbar I come froll lwix' here and Brantley,is de place.

M How old I is? I 1III.S five year old, come de Surrender - how old

dat make me? Sebenty-seben? Dat's right and I be sebenty-eigbt dis time

nex' year. How I know I be living dis time nex' year? 'Cose, I will be

living! I always notice dat when I lives t'rough Karch, I lives de rest
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MANDY. (BYthe day.)

In the confusion following the assault and fall of Blakeley,

in uouth labama at the close of the Civil .ar, the colored people

were scattered far and fide.

Mandy's Mammy, was carried off by the Yankees, and th little

five year old girl, who might be a nuisance, was left by the side of

the dustJ road. ~he Leslies (~oing North,) in their forlorn little

~ wagon, athetically poor, spoke to the child and asked where was her

Msmmy? De Yankees got her said landy,she hollered fer me and they hit

her on de haid an she didnt holler no more, II 'ore lamb, pore little

lamb,effen we aint got much she sure caint eat mUCh, an if we is got

a plenty she sho can have hers, so Mandy joined the Leslie family.

That w' s many years ago)and today Mandy calls herself a settled

woman, and works by the day, a joy in more ways than one to the ~ite

Lady, within sound of the steady stream of talk that oozes as

•
•

she works •

Miss,-----Insurance aint nothin but a eatin cancer on de cullud

peoples,----- when Taylor died, he that was my first husband, de

doctor he got de fust chance at de insurance money, den de berryin

man, he cum an cotch hisn, and Yiss,----- shos you bawn, when hit
•

come to me dey wasnt but two dollars and seventy cents left,noom.

iss,-----DO yell know, ( lith a sly chuckle,) \fiLnst when de white

mens WU8 racin me gainst de odder niggers to sep which cud grubde

mos taters, Ole arse he say, Demm you brack hide, you nigger, effen

you doan win my bet fer me, Ise goin twis de britches offen y ,

( .e wears overalls you know ~rubbin tatera.) den when I win ferhim,

He say,laffin at me, Mandy you is jes like a grilla monkey, id
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THE 1I0THJmDl HEART.

~ Morn t1:: lIis Sadie~ road to de o.td is shd 'I18nvn dis

mornPin~~.;aY)MisSadie) kin I have a dime wuth meat twell

Sat'dY?-~Will sho have plenty money Sat'd 100 0. lak I jes '1 . ~ •

cain't fill up ~. ",:" chillun~ grits an greens, lessen I biles '"'" ,(,.

put

•

I tooken h1mi~ ain't yargot no
I t.../

Mis Sadie? why I jes coul -n't let Mary's Aaby be

a hunk 0 meat.

If Yassum, I tooken Mary's iabY/

&ssum, An~ les~ yu ginvne a piece 1rir£.1lDr hit tQ suck on.

I/~assum,I is gO~ a right sma~t 1Chill~ now. I

Y~see five on em is min n his'n, an two on em is mine,ad one
~,.",.. ./

is his'n, ati~ry's ~bY.

. '(What's that Mis Sadie?
,

motherin heart

•

-
I

an lIarse Henry

out, not no ho

• 'I "in' t never had a baby Mis Sadie ?--.J.A:'in' t

never had ary baby?-~

"lIebby so, Mis Sadie, that' 0. why 3....= me '{by I tooken lIary' 0. ~by,.

I(,{by my motherin'heart je/ cOuld~'t star! fOr to see Mary's ~by

up by no stranger, nof.:.)not never;

II N~, Mis Sadie, Mary wan't my sister", no:::'s wan't any kin<..,..
~ We was ~' good frens.

•





cie ..gon ua dr1Y 'tel de .-1e ciA la' out,lUId den ue ,t.op lUId took 1IP

on • p ce DOt tur '~,on .lJlllla 11e,' l1Y

__,end • B11ee tho .e a good

err 7e •

,. Den 1 aarr1e

ua',

tak oare III

care DO o~ '0 pt

let' IDe Jea' two doU

bo de". Taylor 1ed de t'....e1",

t ue a dollar mont' :for 4& lona ,t eM he NY lt.

chillun when he gOM. BlA.. G ,dat. IDOne, didn't taka

octOI' 4e bu:l')'~--. Dit:Y bot'e got y pa"- end

!Uld ,ebent,)' oenu, de"'1 all. Bil I 'lI¥ 4ey oUght.

in lIIe lAk dey dld. ent to 8

ot t ani:)' dollar.
•

I

nd he court

ce, DO

II I tw1 a 1M Ite p1Jl& tIJT obillun and working de crap too,

• B1lel, b 1 IIle e,J." lalt h do !llY10l' 'tore h died, u

foUl' baa'B ot cot.t.on ue tIl.to year end 1'1ve bag. de nex' year,.1Id I p1ck

lock ot 1 t lIl.Y U Jel' .8 arid dem 11 tole ch1ll •
•

II Den ufua ,he 0 and hi to' ought. ua bad
•

• hard eo reg'18l', to I act

de JlO-eoun e t. n l' dat ever

rt h.1Ja tor n1gh 'bout t.on year,
•

in he back,aM couldn't do no 'ork lalt plow-
•

b It to p1ck flt.ton pull toc1d.tlr, he Jee'

and t b ke d' _to 1.

• nUll BUe8,h 41 d and he boy, • .Joe. he took du pJ..nce

r. Jo to lNtus i'mn't nothing de mat.ter 14 h1Ju blat

•o~ and he'p .. work,he gonna set de Xu nux

Ifot 8ClU'ed ODd moved nigh 'bout t.o Un1onto Uve

• Bo S1a.o for

mone"

run 1t t(jr

dalIlD lazy,

tall 'bou de t.. Bob,be Iq

lak • Joe aq,and Rut'wi NY he IIOY 1.0 to';':';
it h1lII.
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•

I

eoa

'....oh Je.lI8.

x'

• Bib

go

Butua be go all 4q,10 k

to wit hia. I JIu t.o t;ake in _sb

if' c.barp t.wo dollar" rent hI" 48 Ut.tle ok 118 Un in.

'Twen't ..ight t.o do dAlt., 'calf I ain't i4 DO oUII8-ren\ 1D all ..,

bo'n \~II\y.,'t 1 • I , dat tozoitllDg .,

.ell d a end rell' at d

u aha l! fix. ;by didn't I quit 1

t.o don8 4at., but bo eo hlllllbl wben ~ bel" uP, and

da Lord don. call b1la outen he ..anne... and gw1na

lak be need d c preaoher clothes, arid

suit at clothes wi a 10 -tall co lid he got.

Jld he aha did loox an' arid " .Feud to

in de viner I'd at do Lord.

.. U. give Rutua. lA.' to ' .. 41 dollaJ'a ue eouJ4 r"pe u ,
<

on de train end ent to on I gomry, and ua aiD' t " en hair ~or hide

niUe.. a nee. .In 'bout. a ye ,U8 got .. let,t.er him in JuUet., ~p
•

in I111Jloi8, wbarever dat. ie, be U¥ bII in d8 n't nah:r7 tor ~ T8IU',

'e u"e dey '80UM hill stealing 1IIlIn'. Jew'lr)r, , BU8S a

• S ana 0 do what. de7 can to get h1a out. beUl

ee he b8111l in J 11. , it an;ybo

'gomr,y wid ~ 'noth..c ,_,write JIle dAlt he runnod ~ tum

• a wi1'. fn CM,c880,lt'. a lie.

n Dat tiX wid c1at tr1.tlin' n1giw, aDd

lawuer, he- go:t. .. a:ll 'voreemen and gin lIl8 back rq tII.t. DaM,

ch1llun 4oD8 all gone &D(I got IlIU'Pled,

ck be... wher I coae troll - 'twixt h_ and !lI"anUe,y,l. de pl.ac••

w o~ I 181 I .. five Y8.. old, e_ de SurreDd - bow old

Sebento)'-.ebeJl? Dat.'. right and I be ••benV-e1ght

Bow I know I be 'CO", I w1ll be

ch, I li.,.. ae rut.
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A 1Pp _ h .. wUh • llab IIpl'u4 of 125 t .., .~ ., \he _1.' a, •

• t oeb _ aU.. DOnh of DaphDa 18 .u \0 haft 111111 \he 0UIp1Jlc po.... of

AB4J'w J.... lA hi. -.J'Oh \0 , .... 0')].a lA lS1~, u4 18 oalleel bT tha _u•••

•~ 011 \he 81.. of all. obllbl'&'''' llq abo... tow h sa4 '!be Tlllapi

\he...\ah17 oU:' haft 11.111 'h. eo • of "hia\ol7 aaIdIII."

IDdlau, lp&ll1ah, heach, OoIlfa4efth &Il4 11nl0ll tOl'll" haft IlU he14

_U., 8O\Illh' ell 1.. 01' _1Ipa4 .......\1> 1.. llsbe.

Ionvw hea4a u4 othal' IJl41u. lIIp1_llh t01lllll lA ,he ~ •• lA410ah \bat

.." lin. hl".. Ila4 OOUJlOU. h. u4 U .. hen ,hat Alna""u MoGUllnq

'ba U""M IooWh tn4.eJ' &Il4 n,peJ'o4lp1c E' ut wi\l> ftJ'l0ll8 tl'llt•• ot tha

0.... oollfa4enq u4 a.,eel lJ1 hi. IIllJ.Up1. oapaolV tha CO"" Ellt. of

1palA, 01'1" IlI'UWlA u4 \he l' l\at.. of Aaerloa.

It .. hen that Ipu.lah ooft118n bl-ad U thq "ounq \0

Ipu.lah Jon. tew aU.. DOnh. It 'EJ hen \bat JacktIoa helA hi. lut

OOUJlOU pl'lor \0 \alr:lAI 'n.••o')la has \he IlI'lU ,u4 \he 11\\18 tow of

o_onabl. bos,. IlIIl veU lal4 ov.' .\no.. a18'eel 0'''' • 100 7001'8 IICO,

\0 b. 4o.bo7ecl wi\l> Tallow t.ftS'.

It 0. ban that AoIa1J'&l hlftpt l • -'17' 1AIldo4 \0 nlat01"110 1.ul4

Uoop. 1& tha .ttaok of Ipu.lah ~O" u.4 Blakelq. Lnl. Dl allft plollllr

heIIOh ,.'U.I' of \he 'IU1ap 0_ baA \hJ'H ala... u.4 all. Oftl""1' 0lIptan4

bT \he Ipu.lah u4 taItoJl '0 ""lIoola. .... \he "017' .., 0.. JacktIoa

heu4 of tha laol.' u.4 .t 0". _, a DOh \0 tha OoftrDOr ot 'n.°.oola

~, 'All .,.. tOI' all. .,.., • too\l> tor. tooth, u.4 a -'-p tOI' a _"p.'

Ib8)' wan m ...eel Slii lila'alT. .0000bT 18 \he D'allft 0_'.17'.
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