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THE DIS'N'FECTED BRIDE

Collected by O elen 8. Hartley.

Note: Continued:=-

fall of 1897. During this epidemic according to lMrs. Browne, the
streets o1 obile were sprinkled with 2 mixture of Carbolic Acid

ing quick lime followed behind end

nda waeter, wille g wagon con

(D

the lime was thrown on the streets after they were watered with the

£

mixture.

and- the wOPd-slabamy..




Halen 5. Hartley
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I'se jest f"um Alsbany
Fur's 1's a happy Voone
Caze mah sugar she am wid =8
An' us on our honey-moon,
I'se 2 newly married nizser
An' 1 state dis fao' wid prides
I's 4o fus' an' de only groom

¥id a2 4ls'n fected bride.

b ]

fell 4e old folks us are comin'
de of livin' gzreen
Flun de state of Alabany
Vhar de houses ar' quar'a'tine,
Hed de weddin' supper ready
do'n all de getoways wide
Far de fumigated mroom

An' de dis'afected bride.

(=]

Bidliography: This poem was given me by Mrs. Saxuwel 3. Srowmne

(nee Aunie “olce) widow of the late circuit Judge Samuel 3. Erowne
of Mobile.

JOTE: This poem was written for the Nobile FHegister when the last
yellow fever epidemic was in Modile; during the lat summer and fall
of 1897. During this epidemic according to Mre. Srowns, the
gtreets of Mobile were sprinkled with a mixture of Carbolic Acid
and water, while a wegon containing guick lime followed behind and
the lime wvas thrown on the strests after they were watered with the
nixture.

It was also sung by the Negroes of Mobile to & solemn tTune,

_ 13/13/35 L.H,
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Ila B, Prine,
Mobile, Ala.
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Fush-a-bye my little Georgla Rigrer,

Lay your kinky head on Mamsy's arm;
Pon't you dare to wink, or blink or snigger,
If you 4o its 2 gwine to 4o you harm,

Andrew Jackson's rist,

Shmt your eyes up tight;

L ]
Daddy ¢ in the hem house

Catehing out the chickens}
Buddy's on the outaide

¥aiting for the pickin's
Sister's in the kitchen

vooking up the cora ponej-

Yamny's goin' to cook you a

C}lic}t-n :‘15-

RIBLIOGRAPEY: Personal interviewy with Mra. Idllie Fasley,

2elava Street., Mobile, Alabama,
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S'N'FECTED BRIDE

Collected by Helen S. dartley,

I'se jest fum Alabamy
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SIBLIOGRAPHY: This folklore nezro dlalect poem was given me

by Mrs. Samuel B. Browne | néde Annie Boice) widow of the late circuit

Judge Semuel B. Browne of “oblle.,
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“ollected by 4 elen 8, Hartley.

NOte:

1

fell of 109 Juring this epldemic according to Mrs. Browne, the
streets o Aoblle were sgprinkled with s mixture of Carbolie Acid
sgon contalning quick lime followed behind
the streets after they were watered with the

also sung by the negroes of Mobile to a drollsome tune

Alabamy was substituted for Mississipni, H.8.H.
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)CICLOGICAL SERIES Federal Writers' FProject Dist.2
s sagt ’ WPA Project 4454, Moblile, ala.

Mr, Peter lMc Donald's story
So. Coneption Street, Mobile,Ala.

"PETER MC. DONALD",
A TRUE STORY OF TO-DAY.

Written by Helen S. Hartley.

Up to the curd a large bleck bread truck was driven, and from
it Jumped a tall handsome young man of twenty-four years, a bright,
smiling boy, who seemed to be with no cares in the world, whose
name was Peter Mc. Yonald,

He had a very find education, having finished Spring Hill
College, and afterwards went to another college in loulisiaene, which
he had to leave about five years sgo. PFeter had been motherless

ry small child, and during his last college year
father died, and so he returned to Mobile, equipped for a
good position with one of the lerge firms of the City or elsewhere,
Three long and bltter years of Job hunting, hoplng that luck was
somewhere arcund the corner, he found that Jobs were scarce, wages
smell and competition appalling. Weary of the incessant round of

refusals, he finally accepted the Jjob of sedling and delivering

bread from housgse to house, with no weges, and only & commission,

which ususlly amounted to twelve dollars a week,
e was engaged to a lovely sweet girl, who had walted these
many years for him, and his hopes are that she would continue to

do 80, until he was able to marry her.
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ldentification No. 0149-5147
SERIES Federal VWriters' Project Dist.?
- ; Wra Froject 4454, Mobile, Ala.

LI's reter ¥c¢ Donald's story,
S0. Conception Street, Mobile, Ala,

MC, DONALD",
STORY OF TO-DAY.

Written by Helen 5 . Hartley.

fogether with his sunt, whom he lived with on South Conception
Jtreet, he was able to get along on his small income, while his
sunt had a little herself, from some old property, that was hardly
paylng for itself, as it the case with all old property, to-day;
but as long as they could meet their obligations "all was well", he
sald,

‘hen asked how he liked his Job, Peter's answer so symbolic of
the person he seemed to be, countered dback: "Why of course, its
fun, What elge can 1 get to do?"

‘ach week day morning, he left the house at five A.K. roing
quietly sc he would not awaken his aunt, whom he loved very much,
for she had cared for him since he was & child and now that his
father was dead, the two were alone. ihey were a very religlous
family, Catholics for generations; his forebears having come to

doblle one hundred and two vears sgo from 4reland,

fie was off the wagon at about two or three 0'clock in the

afternoon, 4t all depended upon the business he had, =

nd home for

b

@ rest, a bath and off egain for the evenine's pleasure, which cone-
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#bek ending Oet. 7, 1938 Helen 5. dartley
ldentification No., 01435-5147
Federal VWriters' Zroject Dist.2
WPA Pro ject 4454, Moblle, Ala.

Mr, Peter Mc, Donald's story,
S0. Conception St. Moblle, Ala.

”:'; L:TT::R :I'lrl-‘:..:'i lJ:.-'Pi:\.LD",
A TRUE STORY OF TO=-DAY,
¥ritten by Helen S. Hartley.

sisted of riding in his girl's car, as he 414 not have one,

to the evening gemes of base ball and foot ball, as the case may

be, both of which he was fond, having played on the teams during his

school yvears. 1t seemed the sports had helped during those ter-
rible vears of jJob hunting, because he picked up small Jjobs playing
on the small teams, helplng at the flelds where the games were held.
He once held a Job as life-sever at one of our swimming pools, and
taught the gmateur swimmers to swim., ils enthusiasm was 80 PIro-
nounced when he was talking of baseball, proved to me that he was
indulging in a secret passion for professional baseball,

ihe tinme had come, that he must go, s0 on his truck he hopped

again., with conflidence that youth gives a happy nature.
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His aunt's home, their residence, although one Of A€ 044 . hern

homes is large in the exterior view, but om the inside ther: re only a

O
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downstalrs, with breakfast 1 , which v {formere.s) sed for a butler’s

ntry and a large kitchen. Upstalrs there are two DeArooms, buth and

LE

"There's more than enough room for us, but not rooms

°Hough in
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i have only written what was told me from interviews

made on the 20 and 21 inst., with William MacDonnell, his brother,

aunt and another relative of the family.
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Identification No. 0149-5147
SOCIOLOGICAL SERIES, Federal Writers' Project Dist, B
WA Project #4454, Moblle, Ala,
Jim Lewls
Padgett'!s Switech, Ala,
JIM LEWIS, TURPENTINE WORKER,
¥ritten by Helen S5, Hartliey

on de farms here 'bout, but makes powerful little money, as de white
folks "round here ari _ A can't pay nobody nothin' no mo!.
nswering my quest ) a8 t0 his health and th
family, Lewls
"Thank God ot mah ylth 'Fore God he
thing in dis world, 1 Jest wouldn't take anythin!
No mum mah family dey ain't sick neither.,"
)ywls also sald, "Where lI'se came f'm Jjest north of Mobile, I

doliar and a quarter a day workin' as a yard man in de

S 1I'm livin' '"round her 1 ah hires out y what eber

sometimes hits

glt th:

t a=-hold of tuh git along on",

sked 1f he was a church member, his answer came

ralsed up a God fearin' man, but don't git we

don't 'Yzackly goes "round praying lik
of myself by gettin' down

right by de Lawd cause hit
over th oria®,

#ls was telking, he hestitated and
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YORKER,

H ..l'tiey.

"My God, I do declare, look at dat" and without moving I looked
on the ground and saw larg moccasin as 1 have eve een, slowly
cravliing along Just a little to the uth of where 1 tancing.,
Lewls plcking ug good size limb, iich wes lying on the ground he

begﬁ.n to strixke .t the Bsnakxke, His h

ir bec clung to his

head from perspiration, the sparkling of his eyes and the force of
his breath was llke whistling through his tecth, showed the exertion he
vas under while kil.ing the moccasin, hen the snake wus killed, Lewls
stralghtened up, and said:s
ell, dat ain't right, here us is, two grown-up people gulet-

like talkin' an' that thing cor long. XYou know 1 was downright
skeered for minate "cause hq 8§ sure close tuh you, lady."

hen Lewls quieted down 1 ted him about the turpentine business,
he told 1 that rosin was a gun that is cbtained from the plne tree,
by chipping &t the base of the tree znd 1f "a fellow's & old hand at
tur uﬁtlﬁiﬁ':ﬂt knows the cut shoulid not exceed one-third the diameter

of the tre L any point, and additional "streaks" are chipped higher
and higher u«nd the sap then cdralins into the "cup" which 1s at the Dase
of the tree. The "cup" 1s de of galvanized iron, zin¢, or asluminum,

1l noticed that sll the trees in the 1
in had only one "gup®, but Lewl sald

)

=

puediate section we were stunding
thet trees u t fourteen inches
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15T answered:
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other lello
Seelng that my wvisit v interrupting

nim with the cuestion unanswered.
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week ending October =7, 1838 Helen S. Hartley
— Identification No, Ql4u-56147
SOCIOLOGICAL SERIES, Federal Nritérs' Project Diat, £
WrFA Project #4454, Noblle, Ala,
Mr. Charles A, Sturtevant
chunchula, Alabama,

RMING PAIRY AT CHURCHULA,

by Helen &, Hartley.
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Identification No. 0145-5147

SOCICLOGICAL SERIES Federal Writers' Project Dist, 2

PA Project #4454, Moblle, Ala,
Mr. Charles A. Sturtevant
Chunchula, Alabama,
A VISIT TO A FARMING DAIRY AT CHUNCHULA, ALA.

iritten by Helen 8, Hartliey.

Nest and obtain a job., Mr, Sturtevant at once gave his consent and
his son left the farm, but as things have turned out as they have, the
father is confident that his son has made no mistake in his declision,
for his son finally located in Toledo, Ohio, and now has a very res-

ponsible position, and likes that part of the country very much. 50

Mr. Charl lives on the old place with his brother and his family

-
s

und says he also is very contented, as he spends his spare time in

Mobile, but says that the noise of the nelghbors radlos and loud
volces annoy him and make him feel lost, so his home 1in Moblile on

[ 4

0ld Government Street seldom sees him,
The dairy and farm consists of two hundred and sixty-four acres
of land, one hundred of which is under cultivation, forty in pasture
.nd the balance is covered with cak trees. To the right of the house
stands two silos, next to which are the barns and the milk house,
and around which are to be seen the most beautiful white Leghorn
chickens., Mr. Sturtevant says that the Leghorns proved to be the
best breed of chickens for his place, because they can fly into the
trees at night, where they are safe from marauders, as there 1s no
other shelter provided for them,
At the present time they are milking thirty-three head of

milk cows, seventy-five percent of his dalry stock belng Jerseys,

because of the high butterfat test of the milk, and the other twenty-
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Identification No. 0149-5147
s0CIOLOGICAL SERIES. Federal Writers' Project Dist, £
PA Project #4454, Moblle, Ala.,
Mr. Charles A. Sturtevant
Chunchula, Alabama,

A VISIT TO A FARMING DAIRY AT CHUNCHULA, AbA.

yritten by Helen 8. Hartliey.

two silos hold roughage enough for eight gonths feedling
nd is at present filled,. He says that all good dalrymen devote
their attention TO raising feed for their stock, and raise oats
and veteh for hay, which {s stored in two barns, one holding
forty tons, the other twenty tons, Corn 1is the most important
crop that is ralised on the Sturtevant farm. The heifers frou

their best cows »re kept and ralsed on the Purina method of feed~

ing, or feeding milk to the calf sSixUy Q&yS, gradually {ncreasing

the amount of gralnm mixture.

¥r. Sturtevant also told 1Th€ writer the stable manule 15
saved in a liguid form, DYy washing down the barn floors after the
mornings milking, the water running into vats which are hauled out
toc the fields,

as twilight was falling and the alr began to get ¢ool, the
sriter took leave of her host bidding him goodbye after a most

pleazsant visit,

IAPHY: Interviews #ith Mr. Charles A, Sturtevant
personally, address glven above,




Helen S. Hartley, Mobile,Ala.

Captain 0, T, Melvin,
Bayou le Batre, 4ala.

MULLET FISHING FOR A LIVING.

The auxiliary fishing schooner Clyde was running under modersate

speed as she came u p the calm wsters of the Bayou on her way to the

small fishing village of Bayou la Batré, alabema., Her crew of nine

men where gll standing on deck. In the bow stood a young man with a
rope held loosely in his hends. This rope he threw as one would

throw a lasso, and it caught over one of the near pilings that the ice
house wharf was bullt upon. As the loop held, the sleck fell into

the water with a splesh end the young man dbegen to0 shorten 1t, until
suddenly for s fraction of a second, one saw the weter line as the
Clyde was abruptly brought to a stop, and slowly she began to tack

to toward the wharf. A man standing in the stern heaved a line to

the dock and caught it over another piling, and soon the Clyde was
snug in her berth.

Captain Melvin, a man about 45 years of age, left his station at
the wheel and slowly stepped ashore and proceeded to welk into the
ice house, He at once mede himself comfortable by lounging sgéinst
an ice chest, which was fixed to the wall Just inside the door, and
he stood there ablding his time until somecne in suthority could

attend to his wishes.

One could tell st a2 glence that Captaln Melvin was a2 sea captain
by the e¢lothes he wore, the way he wore them, and the master's cap
upon his head, hiding his light blue eyes and his face which was
tanned by the wind and sun.

it was there in that comfortable position he quietly told the

following story:




Alabama -2« Helen S, Hartley, Moblle, Ala.
0. T, Melvin, Hayou la Batre,Ala.

MULLET FISHING FOR A LIVING.

"I have been fishing sll my life, or rather for thirty years.
First on one boat then on asnother, until Jenuary 17th, 1917, when |
was master of a ten thousand dollar bost named the 'Ann and Jennle',
for twins. It was freezing weather during a storm, that the Ann
and Jennie grounded in the night off the Seint Andrew bar and slowly
was dashed to pileces, Four of my men p erished. Aman by the name
of Bishop and myself drifted to the safety of the beach while cling-
ing to pleces of drift-wood thet we had caught as it floated by us.
Thet is how we were saved, but I can never forget the loss of my
men and the horrors of the experlence.

"Three weeks ago I sold the Gertrude H, She was thirteen years
old when I sold her, and hed been a mighty lucky boat for me. One
of my largest tripé last year was forty-two thousend pounds of fish.
Not long sgo we ren into a very large school of fish and found our
boat too small to handle the entire cateh. In the distance we saw
snother boat that head not been so lucky. We called them to us, and
gave them fifteen thousand pounds from that one gateh, Now pleaase
do not think that all the trips that we meke are like that, for they
are not; dbut I still say that we count ourselves among the lucky
ones, The very lest trip I made on the Gertrude H., we brought into

the Bayou la B atre twenty-five thousand pounds of roe mullet, My

men 40 not get paid by the day or week but are paid in shares after

the trip's expenses ere taken out. One share %o each man and five

shares for myself and boat, as I furnished the nets, boat and equipment.,
After the Captain had telked to one of the men in charge of the

ice house, he swung eround end with a vigorous and active stride




-F- delen S. Hartley,lobile,Ala.

0. T, Melvin, Bayou la Batre, Ala.

MULLET FISHING FOR A LIVING.,

gstarted back to the dbost., His square shoulders and tall height gave
him a2 bearing full of energy snd decision, and one could see why he
had long since been considered among the successful maritime men of
Gulf waters.

Captain Melvin has served as skipper on one of the bdoats be~-
longing to the Star Fish & Oyster Company of Moblle several years ago.

Four of the Clyde's orew were standing beside the schooner when
Captain delvin Jjoined them and qulietly made some remarks, arfter whieh

he turned and gave the size of his schooner.

"The Clyde", he sald, "ls a rifty-five foot schooner, with an
eighteen foot beem. She has, as one can see & bow'sprit projecting
over the stem of the boat. Her two high slim masts carry a Jib,
staysall, foresall and malnseil. On her decks, about mid-ship, are
lashed four extra fuel bdarrels containing parsffin for the auxiliary
engine which 18 a twenty~four horsepower lLathrop. The boat has a
large fore'castle, while aft is the cebin.”

"Upon leaving here we will crulse along keeping a sharp looke
out for fish," sald Ceptain Melvin, "for one never knows when we might
gee Oor hear a school of them, The men soon get to know what kind of
fish are running by the sound; it 1is really very easy when once
you hear them, 7The mullet when they are traveling skip out of the
water, Now, sometimes there are one to two million fish traveling
together, and the noise they make ®whlle running in that number 1is
more-like a roar, Imagine that number of fish flipping out of the
water and each making a little splash when they drop dback into it.
it is = pretty sight when at night the lights are played on the water




Alebena ~4- Helen S. Hartley,Moblle,Als.
O« T, Melvin, Bayou ls Batra,ala.

MULLET FISHING FOR A LIVING.

and you cen see the silvery things glistening agalinst the light,

"Spanish mackeresl als0 travels as thick as can be and somee-
times in imméense numbers, bresking the water by striking continually
with an occasional Jump out of the water when they ere running. They
travel at a great speed, so when we are fishing for meckersl we
figzure our speed in order to get ahead of the school and then we
instantly let down our nets. Mackersl 1s found sll together in the
Gulft The school swims at the surfece, or near it, and in a rather
compact dbody. They are the color of steel blue and have sharp,
knife-like teeth.

*“uring the roe season, or rather when the mullet spawns from
October first for sbout thirty days, the fish do not go out into the

Gulf, but leave the deep water golng inte shallow water to spawn. They
£0 up into Lake sontehartrain, and on thelr way back through lake
Borgne, at the west end of Kisslissippl Sound we catch them. S50 we head
for Lake Borgne when we leave here during that season, making a trip

Of about one hundred miles in five days and returning with snywhere

from five thousand %o sixty<five thousand fish,

"At night when the day's work is finished and the men are
ready to drop on thelr feet we anchor where we are, but when there
is a heavy ses we have t0 use two snchors tc hold the bdoat. During
hurricene weather we stay inside as we never take that kind of risk.
At night our riding light 1is 1it as soon as it grows dark, and it
is not long after the men have had their supper that you e¢an hear only
the sound of heavy breathing of the sleeping men on board, as the

men havei't a care in the world and are too tired to hang around
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and talk, Ve never take off our clothes except to meke a change

and clean up and then we get back into them as fast as possible, OF
course we have to change into ary slothes several times a day. That
is o fisherman's life, for at eny minute fish may be sighted. The
men sleep heavily on, with the wind blowing and the waves splashing
sgainst the sides of the boat, until the ery of fish is raised as

it wes one particular morning that I am thinking of, when the cook
who was up c¢alled out in = loud voice:

» *Captain! Captain! I hear = school of mullet ahead’.

"Out we piled, Now, 4o you see why we don't take our clothes
off. All hands were on deck immediately. The lamp by which the
decks were lighted dburned dimly, for it was just before day. There
was scarcely any wind, for the wind seem: 0 still Just defore the
break of day, although it was very cold, which went right through
our clothes as we all get into one of the geine boats."™

As the Captain spoke he pointed to the three long narrow open
lsunches that ley bdehind and beside the schooner., He continued:

"As you see, they are all propelled by motors, we have engines to-day
sand do not have to pull oars any more. The longest boat is thirty-
six feet and has a Chevrolet in her, she draws about two and one

half feet of water. While the other two boats have a Studebaker

in one and a Peerless in the other, both boats are of more shallow
draft for shosl pleces. These boats we call our geine bosts, bde~-
cause the nets or seines are kept in them when we are fishing.

"That particulsr night when we got into the thirty-six foot

seine boet and started the motor and soOn we were away to get aheed
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of the muliet. 7The nets lay heaped in the bdottom of the boat. The
men nave a speclal way of arranging the nets by folding them in and
Out until the end of the net is on top. As s00n a3 we were ahead of
the figh, 1 gave the command "men overboard', and four of my men
Jumped over the side. One man carried the fifty fathoms of werp line
in his hand., Then the four men disappeared under the water. lNow
sometimes when we are after mackeral in the Gulr, its two or three
lathoms or water that we are fishing in, imagine those men jumping
overbvoard in winter time, and when they come to the surface they are
gasping and spluttering from the shock of being in the cold freezing
water, yet it is the wind that affects them more. It takes from one
to two hours to mske a hit, or put our net outs, and one man stands
and holds the net down with his foot, if the water is shellow enough,
%0 keep the rish from getting out from under the net. But we go in

after the fish when we see them regardless of temperture or dept of

the water."
Yhe of his orew spoke up st this moment, and salds

“she Ceptain takes his turn st Jumping over, too, seme as the

men. "

Captaln Melvin continued:

"While the men were stesdily going toward shore, the others
remained silent in the boat. Slowly as the boat pulled out into the
Open the men begin to play out the seine carefully, watching the
great grey mass of net crawl from the stern of the pOoat and over the
slde into the water, for 1t must not tangle or get any knots into it,

or 1t will not fish. The seine boat mekes a cirele and turaning its
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bow towerds the lend it is not long before it reached the shore.

The four men thet I hed sent over-board had all scrambled upon the
beach, and there they stood slowly pulling in the lines that wes
attached to their end of the net, although they always start pulling
as soon as their feet hit bottom . Upon my signal "heave up menl™ ,
they pull with a will that long supple rope that stretches from the
water to their hands.

wihe other end of the net was being drawn ashore by the boat
thet I was in, which glided through the weter slowly. When the selne
boat got to the beach all of us leaped out on the sand, One msn drop-
ped the anchor over while the others began pulling on their end of
the net, and the two groups were gredually merged one into the other,
while the cork floats were bobbing up on the water, gshowing the oute-
line of the net,

"When we get the net up on the beach it looks like a long dbag or
pocket., All hands go to work om it, opening it, dbailing it out and
£i1ling the seine boat with the fish to take out to the lerge boat and
unload., When they reach the schooner one msn goes intc the hateh to
ice the fish, while another stands on deck shoveling them into the
hateh., All bad fish, sharks, crabs and catfish, ete., must be thrown
away. The choice fish 1s gutted end wabhed before they are iced.
Then the seine bost returns to the beach for more. When all the fish
are out of the net, the men pick it up, wash it and re-arrange it in
the seine boat to take up the work sgein, ¥For we may put out the net

several times before moving on to other fishing grounds.”

"And™ another of the crew, who had been listening saild: "the




PR
Al abama Helen S. Hartley,lMoblile, Ala.

0. T. Melvin, Bayou la Batré, Ale,

MULLET FISHING FOR A LIVING.,

Captain never leaves a spot untlil the last fish 1is ceught, then
he turns the wheel over to someone else and turns ia.,"

"Upon thelr return to the schooner,"™ Captaln Melvin continued,

"the men all get cups of hot coffee which werms them up and is al-

ways acceptable, +he fish are iced eway in the hetches and the decks
weshed, As soon as possible the men stop for a smoke of thet good
old Prince Albert, for that is the only tobacco that we consider a
fisherman's friend. You can drop the peckage in water and all a
fellow has to do is to shake the wet tobacco out and the rest in

the peckage is as fresh and good as 1t ever was.

"The gelley is in ﬁna ¢abin aft, The provisions we carry are
just the everydey ordinary kind that any home stocks up with. Eggs,
sausage, bacon, fresh and salt meats, sll kinds of beans end plenty
of canned goode and fresh vegetables for the rirst few days. I1n Tact,
Just a full line of general provisions. For a trip of five days the
groceries cost from rifty to seventy-five dollars. The average
weekly expensges the year round can be estimated at a cost of about
one hundred and fifty dollars. 7The salls alone are a oostly item
and the seline that we use lz 2 two hundred and fifty fathom net and
costs us five hundred dollar s.

vur cook bakes all the bread that we use, +he meals on a
fishing boat ere always eaten gquickly and immedistely when the men
are through eating, they throw everything that is left on thelr plates

overbosrd into the water and thelir plates are handed dack into the

galley.
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"In heavy, blusterous or bad weather the fsllows Just sit around
pleying dominoes, cards and making coarse Jokes, or some get into a
heated argument of some kind, as for an example, anything from a
politicel problem t0 Tae sost of a beef steak is thrashed out, lio
hard feeling remains after these discussions, although the language
runs high during them. That 1= how they pass the hours that often
grow so tediocus end monotonous. The men who live on ¢ fishing boat
soon loose the hsbit of working on land, yet the work is hard and has
to do done repidly end with & lot of energy. Often the men swear they

will never meke enother trip, but when the boat is ready to leave the

erew will be walting to sall with her.

*“In the summer we see quite a number of gsharks., Once 1 remember
the cook and I stood watchling a shark. It seemed t0 be the largest
one thet I hed ever seen, Lur men were swimming to the beach with

thet thing efter them. AS We watched our foreheads were bathed in

sweat. It is 2 terrible thing %o sealize how helpless you are at such

a time, although you would think we ghould de kinder used to sueh
things happening. + anm afreaid that when the men are overboard asnd

there's a man-saster sround the experience will elways be the same.
After the men were back on deck the coOk gave n full account of the
whole incident, and then sat back walting the reaction that he hoped
would soon set in, when the realizetion of thelr late peril had pene-

trated into their minds. Old hands take it quietly as part of e day's

work, while green or new and inexperienced hands feel a spark of

terror come over them that is sometimes pitiful to see.
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wThere sre several varities of other fish that we cateh in our
nets when we are also fishing for mackeral, such as red fish, trout,
sheephead, and the choicest of all fish, the pompano, which skips over t

the water for five or six yards at a time. It is not often that we

see pompano because they are sc scarce. The blue fish, that 1s also

ceught only at night 1s a devilish fellow, because it can riddle a
net by Just eating through it. Anoiaer fish that we sometimaes cateh

{n late spring is the skip-jack. This 1= gold for bdait for snapper

i ahing- -

"] have seen as many as a hundred thousand ship-Jjecks in a

strike” saeid snother of the crew, who was gtanding by.

Also another man, who up to now had remained silent, spoke up,

and sald:

"Onece I was out fishing for mackeral and a three pound pompano
knocked a men down, who was standing by holding the net the fish was
in., They can Jump right out of a net while you are dragging them in
to shore.”

Captain Melvin said he was counting the time that would lapse
before he would see his wife and daughter, He sald that as soon as
he reaches port he puts in a call to them and they immediately start
out driving to the port he is in, that they may see him before he

salls sgein. "We return at the end of five days,”™ the Csptaln added,
"to unload our trip of fish and to stock up with more provisions.”

Captain Melvin says that hls legal residence is in ¥estin Florida,

but he 1s making Bayou le patré his headquarters st the present tinme.
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The people around the Eayou say at he has a home there.

Captain Melvin conecluded his story with a smile, "1 have a
home in every port thet I make"™ he sald, “for my wife meet: me where-
ever 1 heppen to be and when-ever .1 get there.”

As he spoke of his famlly his Tace brizhtened up with such glad-

ness snd enticipstion that one could easlly see wiy his wife speeds

to join her walting spouse.

BIBLIOGRAPHYs Story told by Captain O, T. Melvin, Bayou la Batr‘,

Ala. Verified by the Star rish & Uyster Co., Mobile. Also by

Captain Johnston of the Southern Fish & Oyster Co., Mobile, who sald

that Captalin Melvin was only the master of the Clyde which was owned

]
by the Dorgan MecPhillips Packing Company of Bayou le Batre.
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ihe Berney Ueneva ould be ready to shove off when the wWOrKk on the
netting was finished, and lMr. Rabble was letting his mind wander over
the list of supplies for the trip, wondering 1l he had gotiten every-

enersl kind of provisions in the grocery

nywhere from four to seven dollars a trip), the gus drums and large
{1 can had been checked and filled and the small incidentals hud been
bought and stored away. 1t wonderful day, the warmtn of the sun
ing the d.y warn and susmery, dut Th« ind outside he knew
was whippling uj swell, but all together he decided to shove olil for

good shrimping grounds and anchor over night, ready for the next day's

work when the Berney Geneva uld be out hunting for signs of a days

As the Berney Geneva chugged her way along, Mr. Rubble': asslstant

Degan colling thie T e85 AIX !;:'Z:*ttll;;.‘ 1l in readiness for the first hign
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SHRIMPING ON THE SCHOO BFERNEY GENEVA.
fritten by Helien 5. Hartiey.
0l run of shrimp. 7The shrimpers havi ci y of arranging their
nets, and 1 young man set about doing 1t. First the ¢ trowl-boards
re lald on each side of the trawliling platiorm. l. shrimping boats
wave this platform buillit over the stern about four feet, protecting the
nets fronm getting caught on the exhaust pipe or on the edges ol the nuil
af the boat., These trawli-boardad re attached on ch of U entrance
to the net (which 1s between thirty or forty feet Long &t an average
cost price ol seventy-five cents foot, for they are uasde of pure linen

stund upright

on the bottom the boat 1s in motion, thereby K ing the trawls

ide en., The next step was taking the nets down Ifrom the back-rack.
They re lal n these two travli-boards and the wird tting the two
young mel r rking on in the earlie: re¢ of ¢t day attached to the
tzil of the trawl, which 1s laying on the top,

ihe r LiNles 4 ing frol Nis Lras)l are .Lead Througn a

single-tree which is hitched about six feet up on the mast,forward in the
bow, then run to a wocden, hand-powered windiess or winder, which 1is built
over the cabin on the u.rights forming the cverheud rack, and are s.iowly
sound on, the br r lied and everything is in reudiness 1or the
first signal. Finishing this part of the work the young man flung himself
ugon t capin an ( to ta) it easy. The twenty horse-power
Bridgeport rine engili 8 Laking go time, about seven all r hour,
nd uilling the Berney Genev LO1 t such rate that the ~ &
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SER1IMFING ON - NER BERNEY GENEVA.
ritten by Helen S, Hartiey.
he extreme south eastern point of M Louls 1 nd, for the night as
the wind v coming Ir the north,
Long before day t men were up, tting breukfust, which
consisted of bacon, eggs, b r‘'s bri . gocd strong coffee, and
tl two S iown to enjoy good, quiet 1 SO P¥ fast on a iricp-
ing bosat 1s usualliy the only meal that 1 eally enjc : fter bDreak- ‘
fast, th ! s ralsed and the Be: O NeV: - t in earnest
now to get her day's quots of shr e 2hE : stiff brecze that
kKicking uj choppy & , but the brave little Berney Geneva plowed
right ng. 1Ihe swall druag-net was again brought into use, but this
ti ir. Habble felt t trike. Winding up the drug-net tock only a
minute, st ing out the rear platforz, he threw the trawl over-
bcar: ith i1 X ti rist. 7The travli-Doal followed, the ne
pegan to let t 11 t siowly, for it ti Lines wer Layec t too
fast, the boar ¥ou dr tc the botto nd get fould or DOg on the
pottom, al the r Qi3 have TO De dAdond Ll Ovel galn, as a seasoned
shrimpe san easlily tell when to st¢ laying out the line, as they run
almost horizontal with tl inder when enocugh line 1s out,
ihey had dragged about an hour when suddenly the speed of the
boat S Cul down, Mr. Radble reached over snd glves the throttie a
yank, t ROLOTr STt i, the Berney Geneva drifts Llong to the end
o4 i Al - L6 Crank i Ul windlass 1s attached I they wingd the
ropes uj LOWLY until the tI L=Doal re u the piatiorm, the
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down the hatches and were all on nen the waves hit us we
rocked on our feet, while our hands clung to anything that was with-
in reach Standing on deck wa: most 1lmpossible.”

=

The crews of the Company's lous boats were standing around

in groups of three or more, quietly talking ey had many things

LN common To talk over as they all had f those infuria-
L8l WAVEeS Oon one boat ' the other : LA nls ¥ drawl con-
tinued:

"The Nelo the Star's

the wind and the
Ol the next day's weather from the
Cap'n Rice does not take any chances in a storm.
ancnored rar enough off shore to be on the safe slde, so that the

Nelo G, could swing arcund an | case something happened, we were

our two anchors we
did."
standing by, spol
"Shucks, you all were just iucky, we had as good a skipper as
of the Star's boats have got. It was not carelessness or the
iOwiedge Ol navigation that caused the Leo G. to g0
ias Just unfortunate but all of her crew were saved."

[
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Cap'n Lelser may be

18 only twenty-four years old, but
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ON THE FISHING SMACK NELO G,

couldn't use for we did not have enough cable to bend the anchor on.
o0 we heaved-to using one sall by taking a reef in the fo'sail and
Cap'n Rice put her head into the sea and let her ride it oupr by Just
Jogging along.™

Ihe stranger who has been listening intently to Reuben's ex-
periences was unfamiliar with the term "reef in the sail", and
interrupted to ask it's meaning. Reuben obligingly answered:

"fhat 15 a reef 1 sail? Well, we mezn wvhen we roll or fold
up part ol the sall and make 1t fast to the yard. You see, it makes
it smaller.”

:tﬁ& ing long enough to make sure the person understood his
meaning, HReuben continued his storyi

"One man stood at the pumps all the time as the Nelo G. was
under water much of the time. b5he also sprang a leak. When the

storm had worn ltsclf o't we all locked like weather beaten terriers.®

—
et

ihe crowd by no dwindled to three people, and they moved
slowly to the stairway leading to the loft over the fish-house.
feuben mounted the steps, and threw himself down in & reclining
osture upon them. His friend also mounted one of the steps and was
standing leaning on the banisters over Reuben's shoulder. While

the stranger who had shown such grest interest in the conversation,

stood upon the platform which brought him level with Reuben on the

Wnen asked Jjust how the snapper fishermen spent their time while

|

out in the Gulf, that 1s, their ordinary routine of a trip, Reuben
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sald:

"The Nelo G, with Cap'n Rice as master carries a crew of seven
men. Wnen we snove oil Irom here, we chug our way out of the
Industrial Canal withour auxiillary engine, for which we carry
between six to seven hundred gallons of oil for a trip. All the
star's boats are equipped with them,

|

"Yes the Star Fish & Oyster Compan) 5 ated on the lndus-
trial Canal. You see the North end of the Canal runs into Three
Mile creek. Three HMilie creek takes you out into Mobile River which
flows into Mobile Bay. At the Oouthern end of the Bay is the Gulf
of Mexico where we do a4 ur fishing, After leaving the City 1if
there 1s any wind we put up our saills and Jjog along.

"It is while running to and from the fishing grounds, that the
snapper fisherman gets the only rest that he has the whole trip

through, He stands an hour and &8 halfl wheel watch, but has nine

nours off to do as he likes, Reads, plays cards or just sleeps.

After each man ge 1L wateh he pumps the boat out belfore he can
rest.®

The stranger inquired what he meant by standing w:otch, and
Heube n replied in his guiet drawl:

"When 1 say standing watch, I mecn a man stands at the wheel
and keeps the boat on her course. A heavy sea works you hard, while
in calm weather if a boat is well balanced she keeps on her course
without much effort on a man's part,

"We have four days steady steaming to get to the snapuer fish-
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ON THE FIEHING SHACK NELO G,

ing grounds. Then we keep sounding continually to hit the right
kind of bottom that snappers live on, That 1s coral, shell or
rock bottom. We run five minutes, then we stop and sound. Some-
times 1t's twenty fathoms, or rather the dept runs anywhere up to
eighty fathoms. It is not the dept of the water that counts, but
we must find hard bottom as that 1s the only place to find snappers.
Once 1in & while fish are caught while they are traveling from one
of the banks to another., As soon as we hit hard bottom we cast
over our fishing lines. Now each line is one hundred fathoms long
and hes three hooks, and one- three pound lead to carry it down. As

man 1lifts the lines up out of the water he colls 1t at his feet
ail in one gesture,

"If we find only a small bunch of fish we put over & bouy to

mark the spot, then we drift on, and fish while we are drifting
along. When we get beyond the fish, we run back to the bouy using

the engine and while we are running we work on the fish that we had

that 1s, cleaning, dra'ing and washing the fish. Then they

and iced down. You see all the blood must be washed
or they won't keep.
strice school of snapper we anchor where we find
them. hen we continue fishing the spot until pretty late at night,
or until they thin out and stop biting., If they stop biting in the
day time we move on to hunt other banks.™
Reuben Wil.lams hesitated for a moment to : his friend to

confirm his story thus far, and his friend in a soft voice saids
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"What more can I say, you are doing all right, so go ahead."

Reuben continued:

"As cook my duties start at 4 o'clock in the morning, 1
first make coffee, then I call the crew at 4:30 . The skipper and
five of the crew sleep in the czabin, while another man and myself
have the fo'c'sle,

"If the cap'nm had planned to make an early start looking for
new fishing grounds, 1 would cook breakfast whilie the crew 1is get-
ting the anchor aboard. 0Our anchor cable 1s long enough to let
the boat swing in the wind, so0o to heave it up we use a deck engine
that winds the heavy cable while one man pulls 1t over the winder.
Four men stand by and colils the rope as it leaves the machine.
While this is being done the englne 1s slowly turning over in neutral

and the skipper 1: aft with the wheel, so as to be ready to start

"All this time I have been in the galley getting breakiast so

T

at 7 o'eclock I call to mugg-up, that is, I call them z2ll to breakfast.
If we were anchored on a good fishing spot, the men fish whiie 1

cock breakfast. We have regular meal hours and if for any reason

the meal 15 delayed the men growl and grumble; they are a grouchy

lot if the meals are not on time. Then at 9 o'clock the men are
sriviledged to come down to the galley, one at a time, for & cup of

good hot steaming coffee."

"At 1l ofclock the dinner is put on the table and the crew

called., They all sit around the table 1n the gailey to eat thelr
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meals. The table 1s not set as it is in 2 home but each di

put in a contalner large enough so that it cannot splash ou

bad weather. ‘e nlso brace the plates by putting large c¢lo

mate under them to keep them from slivoing. \ifter the gal
cleaned and supper arrainged for, g0 @p on deck agaln.

IJIJ vanal

! &

I:t-“

sh 18
t in
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o'clock in the afternocon I call the crew for supper, but the men
mugg=up sin before going to bed for the night, by eating cake Or
sandwiches ond drinking coffes.”

one of the fish-house men came to the steps and motioned that
he wished to go upstairs. eouben's friend guickly steppec down
from the placé that he hed been standing, leaving & passsge-way for

the man to ¢limb up, which
ho did not meke an effort to move. There was absolute sll

seople. Some old fishermen came up to the steps

word or two wandered

what was happening and then after a
man came down the steps, Reuben's friend %00k his piace
Heuben continued hls siory:

Yes, we carry a large supply of fresh waler for drink
cooking and for washing the dishes. The grocery bllls’? The

around one hundred and fifty dollars for twenty-five days.

know the men are particular on how the food is handled and

The dishes must be washed with extra care to please them.

"ss gsoon &8s I can clean up the dishes, pots and pans,

to nput the dinner on to cook, While it 1is cooking 1

time

deck and Join in the work up there.

Cj:.l.-

“'1"14:'..r:.’

FOo up

he proceeded to do, stepping over Agudbin,

ence hetween
to gee
ihe

and

You

cooked,

it is

on

It may be leaning on the rall
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while walting for a strike or hauling in the line and bringing up
what ever 1s caught,

"All the crew has to stop fishing and draw the fish that had
been caught all through the hours of fishing. The first hand goes
below and shaving the ice very fine he proceeds to lce the fish.
When the decks are cleaned the crew goes back toc the r. il to fish."

The stranger at this point stopped Reuben with the guestions

"wWhat do you dc ith the {ish that you catch other than snapper?®

"We catch cuite a varity of fish, for instance, there is the
Warsaw, which is nuge fish, ranging from {ifty to five hundred
pounds euch. Then there are several varities of Grouper, the black,
red, and other kinds. They, too, are large fish but dangerous to

ndle. I1i a fellow's hand slips when he is removing the hook from
thelir mouth and giils there's a chance of loosing a finger. When
Dlg fish are caught two or three men step forward to help, each man
using gaff hooks to haul them over the r«ils and sboard.

"Occaslonally a shark is caught, they also are hard to hzandle.
#@ cutl Them up anc use them for bait. Also onee in a while we
cateh barracuda's., Thelr large snouts and Rharp teeth seem out of
iine with thelr small bodles, for they are small fish., Another
pest, are the octopuses and, too, we catch an assortment of eels.
Some of the eels are large and awful looking and they can erush
wood with thelr powerful Jaws without an effort."

while Reuben Williams was speaking of these various nuvsances
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grew guite animated as he continued:
Iisherman has to put
nave one
from thelr backs. Leather

Leather-.ilke-skin, hence the

iseé them for bait.,”
wnilie back that y 1 te 1 the night.
téll me just how late do you fishermen work?" said the person
S unfamillar with Iilsherman's life. Reuben answered:
"1f the fish are biting good, we fish until pretty lLate or we
eeling up our lines at ® or 10 o'elock. I mean by that, that
1as his own line-tub to coil his line in, and has & special
it away for the night, A fisherman must always be
czse of bad weather. We leave everything in ship
‘'€ ready to retire for the night,
are independent of catching our bait for we Carry out bar-
reis of 1t, which consist of skip-jacks and squibs. In order that
the zen can cut the bait up into smsll pleces for our hooks we have
Dalt-boards, One board is used between the two men no are standing
together. The cook has his own individual bait-board.
"Bothersome devils, such as sharks, barracudas and black fish,

which are built something 11k porpolse, swim by and catch the

fish that we have hooked and are railsing, by tearing them or biting
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them off our hooks, Porpolise swim all around the boat, and close To
our lines as they hang over the side, but never hit or bother our
catches in any way. When they are around there 1s no fear of
sharks coming around., But iIf there i1s & school of black fish around
the boat we have TO move On.

"When there is time we sometimes use a fly line and cateh

Dolphin, We enjoy this kind of fishing, for it is sport catechling
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them, They are very swift in the w
land one, We use them for bait when we are liucky to catch them,
"On one trip we made,® continued Reuben, "we were on our way
howe, but were still close to the Mississippli River, when we saw a
school of nine large whales. Anether time all ol us saw & large

cow fish or manatee, but they are harmless as far

e

IOW .,

"Yes, out in the Gulf a norther comes t of clear sky and
kicks up quite a nheavy sea. neé trip the KNelio G, § unlucky and
lost her rudder, but ocur skipper did not d s Cap'n Lelser did.

Cap'n Rice took a dory and sank it and towed it behind us and by
shifting it from cne side to the other he steered the boat, ©OSome
skippers take a barrel or a box and after putting a bridie on 1t so
that it uld not turn around, drag it after them, and to steer the
boat the men would shift it from one side to the other, Anything
that is put overboard to drag behind a boat, pulls 1t back, and it

takes the full crew to stand by to shift it from one side to the

other.

"The trip before last a blow ceme and blew the mainsall com-
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pletely off the Nelo G, OUne man, a kid of eighteen, got washed

-
-

overboard, but he hung on to a rope that he had had a hold of
and when the sea hit the Nelo G. agailn, the kid was washed back on
board. We were terribly worried about him, for if he hac letl go
that rope it would have been the last of him,"™

The interested stranger asked how the men's shares were
4 ig‘JI‘e;-'ﬁ , Ald neuopen insweredas

"The lay at the present time 1s thsat boat takes 405 ©of the
gross catch and out of that The company ys the Cap'm B% as his
share. The other 60% is divided in this way, the expenses come
out rirst, nd what 1s left is shared between eight men in this
manner: The engineer, icer and cook each get one and one-half
re, and the other four men and skipper get one share each, bBut
when we make a broker the company gives us each five dollars cash,
fhen we re lucky and have good weather we come back with a catech
of from twelve to twenty-five thousand pounds of fish, so all
together 1t is good money to go out on & fishing smack. The
trouble is when we have a good trip we drink the money up or just

throw it away in some way, so really it doesn't do us much good

Reuben concluded his story withs
"I am still young and have s ent many yesrs on the water., 1

started on a mullet boat and

in

sent sowmetime on her, but have now

been several years on the Nelo G. doing snapper fishing. 1 swear

that some day I will break away from that strong-hold that the sea
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PHE LEWL il ND THEIR FLOATING HOME,
iritten by Helen 8. dartley.
'hree yvears ago Mr, D. ¢« Lewls DOUgiti = twenty-elght foot

3 i . ® . . e » . " | ag— i oy 5 ar | — Y. L . ot .
cabin lsunch which was driven by a four c¢ylinder motor s0 Taas Ae
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abound in, as he had at that time a Job with The neardby Southern
‘ratt Paper Mills at Sidert, a suburdb of Mobile. Lter fixing the
bwost up to look like a new one, which required quite a bit of Te=

pelr work, & coat of fresh palnt and adding 2 finlshing touch nhere

Fa

and there. hwen the bost was throughly finished and glistened like

-

new, his wife declded it would be nice 0 live on bogrd and by 8O

-

house rent end the necessary monthly bills.,

r. Lewis ascquiesced, =nd soon the TwWe young people, who make an

{deal couple, were comfortably arranged on board the little lasunga

n

{f in 2 home out in the great open spaces and in Cod's rood

Mrs. lLewls grew 0 lOove the waves as Taey rippled and seomed tO
lsugh as they passed on by thelr boat in the warm sunshine, K and when
the blue Scuthern sky would suddenly become Aimmed and the sun
seen only dully through a grey vell snd the ter thet hed been so
amooth end silent was ocut by lerge ripples caused by & wind that hed

1er ower

b

sprung from nowhere, she knew by sll those signs that 8

was controlling it all, eand was looking down especlally upon Shem

in thelr comfortable little floating home.
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FAMILY AND THEIR FLOATING HOME,
Written by iHdelen S. Hartley.

Mr, Lewis 1s in his late thirties, he stands about five foot, nine
and one half inches and welghs sbout one hundred and fifty pounds.
dis halr is very dark and his long heavy and derk eyelids cover his
light brown eyes. &He is s well educated man and gn interesting and
humorous talker, so that a smlile seems to hover sbout his mouth at
all times. ide was born 1s Louisisna and lived there until ten years

ago when he moved to Moblle where he has resided ever since.

Almost every Sunday the lLewls couple had some one visiting them

on thelir little cruiser, some were Jjust visiting sitting and chatting
while others wented to enjoy the sport of fishing, and more than all
else to eat the delightful Sunday dinners that Mrs. lLewis was proud
U0 prepare for them, which ususlly consisted of hesped platters of
freshly caught fish cooked in various ways and served with potato
e¢hips or the equivalent.

Often though it was money-making trips that Mr. Lewis made, taking
a crowd of Tishermen up the small bays and bayous north of Mobile,
where they could fish to their hearts content for brim, trout, goggle-
eyed perch and fresh water catfish., Onoce he toock & crowd of sixteen me:
out for a days fishing, while his wife remained in the City. Another
time it was a mixed crowd of fourteen boys and girls with Mrs. Lewis,
who 1s still terribly young herself, acting as hostess and chef. It

i8 real interesting to the observer to watech the antices of the
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PHE LEWIS FAMILY AND THEIR FLOATING HOKE,
iritten by Helen 5. Hartley.
various groups that are gathered for trips of a days outing. 7The
men seem %0 g0 on a trip of this kind Just for the sport of fishing
and particularly for the enjoyment of the good dinners they kne

"

they would enjoy, as one oI

Li

of provisions for the trip =nd

of all sport fishermen, that 1s,

and arriving on the fishing grounds before the dawn breaks.

mixed crowds go for =

-
L2

thelr time

e

- ]
gether, spend

in thelir for the

L+

areiree way,

the requirements

days outing ond for the pleasure of belng
t - | 1 I‘* 1. ne

usually

are, that there
early start is slso anothe:
leaving the eity during the night
+he
tO=-
and enjoying themselves generally

want to go on some speclal

holiday such as Lsbor ¥ay, or when the gang gets rounded up, but their

one reqguirement is that

hand for

Cl 1?-'131'-

previously spoken of, sald Mrs.
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. r A s & wen L
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for a day spent outdoors in

whips up e keen ed

Mre. lewis is 2 wizard 4in

ant surroundings which

of clear water, which seems t0O be

colored follsge,

there would be plenty
The particular crowd of fourteen boys and
Lew

among the other provisions for the trip.

the

cf fried chicken on
girls

demanded seven chickens brought

!n.-lln

o

S0 fried chicken,

a sgide dish of fried fresh water fish, potatoes and ccld slaw

coffee, made up a femst that would be long remembered
the glérious Southern sunshine slways

g8 tc one's sppetite.

culinary art, and amid such plees-
a Talryland, with the far stretch

bordered by hedges of different

from the Bay Trees end the Willows, while the thick
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underbrush and shrubbery finishes the plctlure.

The Lewlises . ed forward to the private fishing and hunting
crips U o yuld enjoy to the full t extent up the river into
the diil t bay nd bayocus, when they, togethel lth the family,

uel'll Il

uly luxurious £

good they would put

then they woul ALWLYS d the crulise
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ii the output of

that time on

Lewls had
thelr
yed them
truly an independent lile, where n
Lbounde
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inciuded
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in the full day fishing and

back to the City 1if they

other ns, and continuing

freshly caught fish. They

ser making thelr liveil-

crui
T.rH u.._ e t.ﬂt‘.’.n
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nany a
8, tranguility and lelsure
one of Mrs. Lew

{ishing, but

aglility of getting quickly from one boat 1irnto the otier. Une sy

nil 41 visiting them on trip upy to C Bayou, which 1

bout fifteen mile trip, the two giris dec to go fishing alone,
8 Mr, Lewls h reviously taken a skiff and 5 quietliy fishing
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THE LIVWIS FAMILY AN

iritten by Helen S, Hartley,

the frogs croaking in thelr dismal fashion, and the mpurnur ol the
waves as they gently touched the side of the boat, 8 Tast lulliing

the Lewls couple to sleep, the brindle cat climbed to the top of the

cabin and, curliing nersell 1n round ball of soft fTur, was soon
sieep. Sometimes the ¢at did not a en 1n the LaCé ol hner choicge
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immediately put out again because of her wet condition,
Br, Lewis remeunbers with such plesasure another pald trip that he

made to Dog Hiver on the Fourth of July, when h
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of seven, Again Mrs. Lewls was c&lled upon to asslist, which she did
Lth such evident pleasure, she and her husband soon found themselves

to be accepted as part of the family., The day was spent 1in fishing
ind bathing, but mostly by Jjust lounging around enjoying a lelsure

1Y They dla not leave Dog River until they had seen the dispiay

of fire-works at Bay View Park, which 1it up the entire sky in
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an extraordinary man 1in some
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3 slip they bought the barge,

do. iIhe nhous S bullt

s deck or porch at either end,
slide, ine ar L 8 *Jikg besldes

first span of Cochrane Bridge from

f the room,while
emnbroldered
reclining in I Xac :nter of whicel } Dollie, a darl-
Kitten that has ken the ACS Mrs : brindle cat,
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lighter shade but are still far
pride in Dolile, who showed utter
indifference to her surroundings in a kitten's imprudent way by

gazing in the dist nce, while all the time she seems to be looking

up at the celling at a sun-beam,
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the house-boat is carried from Magaz
halfl mile., ALSO veiling-high cablnets, built in
contain thelr dishes, condiments t":t-c., and thelr
them handy to the stove,. These are
sidi
side a smal
the floor. FHach article
of some kind and ail S0 Very

+hiteness and the furniture biendas together, proclaiming 1o

that an ideally happy COURLE e 1ts occupants.
Buster, & young collie puppy six montns olC, arrived 1
unknown Journey

hours. His long 1ig olored halr 1s = rinkled with tar, but the

yasure he nee r whining and wagging nis tall vigorously and

0 SINOW

way tried 1n ni: canine way/that he was very Dappy to be
loved., Buster seemed to try and tell Dis B ster
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the noise of the City, and
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they are aum ngst the 1 y2vored

satching over tnem.

Interview 4th Mr. and &rsS. Lewis

‘I'Ju-nt, FONCAay afternoon, Novewbel
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THE LIFE OF JIM DAVIS
Written by Helen 8. Hartley.

Jim Davis was born in Port of Spain, Trinidad, British West Indies,
in the ye.r 1878. He was & happy youngster having everything that any
child could wish for, a good home, fine mother and father, and two brothers.
He began to mingle with older boys when he was eleven years of age, and
soon began to hear the wonderful stories of other countries. One day while
loitering on the street, he was approached by a Sea Captain, who asked him
if he would not like to take a job as cabin boy on his sailing ship "Red
Jucket", Miraculously the opportunity that he was longing for had come,
and he could now go out into the world and seek his fortune. &0 1t was,
that as a boy of eleven, he sturted on a Journey that leéd him to foreign
shores, never more to return to his native land.

One whole year or more he was on the Red Jacket as a cabin boy, and

el e

enjoying the thrill of handling the salls with the crew when he was off duty.
He saw much of the world during those years, the ship having touched Englandj

Cardiff, Wales; Buenos Ayres, Argentine; HRussiaj; Germany and many other sea-

ports of the world, not to mention the different ports in the Unlted
Gtates that his ship touched. Again the wanderliust selzed him and the
desire to see more of those forelgn ports was strong within him, so one
bright Friday morning, while the asg_ggc}gt was in Moblle, tied up at the
foot of Lipscomb Street, Jim with several others of the crew, Jumped the

ship. It was not long before the little twelve year old West Indian

boy found himself alone. For one week he lived as he could, getting
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THE LIFE OF JIM DAVIS.
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around from town to town and station to station, he got & Job as water
boy at Lock I, on the Tombigee River, where he worked for about siXx

o, in 1898, he started working at the Alabama Corn Mill

1
el e 4 Fiow ™o 2
r - N tJ’ .'." = CAl & ,tI

of Mobile _ T | t )
mpany/ as & porter drawing a salary of fifteen dollars a week, gradually
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working us to be “T'S a week.
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He remained with that firm until the company closed 1ts doors, lecember,
1221, throwing Jim out of work.
He had been married since 1914 to Lizzie - , a native of loblle,and

living with her to-day, although she 1s now a large (corpulent)

.h— ey
Lo
ct
1

woman., During those years when Jim was out ol work, and there was none

to be had, Lizzie alded him by taking in washing. Their little home of
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three rooms, 1s the fifth in a row of te jJust alike 1n the
front, but his home has a vine growing over the porch, which 1s freshly
swept each day, although now Liz:zie is far from well, suffering from
rheumatise which seems to have settled in her feet causing them to swell,

In spite of her sickness, however, she is able only to kecp the house

almost immaculate, do the little household washing for the two of them

F

(for they have no children), and in her spare time, quilts up all the

pleces of material that she can get her hands on, 1 could not kKeep

—

count of the cuilts she showed me, that she had put awuy, but there were

at least two dozen or more, some finished, others partly finlshed.

After the Alabama Corn Mills closed out of business, Jimz could only
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THE LIFE OF JIM DAVIS
get odd Jobs to do, painting, gardening, housecleaning

until 1932, whsn h« Lucky in getting Job as helpe

trucks at fifteen dollars Week, and

the (lnest people to

ey

b

travel on truck, leaving at arow five in the morni:
S A nd returning irom six to nine in 1 avening.
fron trip, when tl riter caiied for t interview,
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through - Bay Minette,

de had Just r
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s still
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truck work, for each day carries it n exgperience nd he enjoys every
one ol them, Each evening when he gets hol he 18 tox ired for any-
thing but st P, minute to relax, and to bed.

turdays, Jim, upc s arriv me, gives Llzzi L4 e of
the y check; hers 1t y t pills and expenscs &) KO the house, hls
share, &8s Jim tol ) riter, to spel s he sees f{it, which usually
m Jolning "the boys" ano gambling,

On Suncay Jim is a gadabout, never going to Church, 45 he 1is indiffer-

ent T Li Tellglons, although at some past day he w baytized, Lizzle

the oslte, and rellgious, but has

0 is very
meetings because ¢ does not get out any more cn accou
condition,

He 1 thorough Ar lcan, remembering the land of
dimly, and 1s riectliy satisfled to be in America !

welghing

sbout 160

to forego Churech

nt of her rheumatic

nis birth but

Jim 1

pounds,
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