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MAGNOLIA GROVE

On a knoll far back from the head of the Main Street of Greems-
bore stands this majestic old Hobson home known as Magnolia Grove, This
is one of the shidnes of Alabama., It is reached by a graceful winding
walk and a circular driveway., The flower garden Joins the vegetabdle
garden and orchard and is most atractive, The ten beauntiful magnolia
trees, mystery trees of the South, with other trees, form the twenty-

agre grove,

Built in early part of the eighteenth ceantury, of bricks made on
the place by slaves, The home is spacious, eight rooms, high ceilings,
wide halles and verandas full length of the house., Across the front are
columns of solid masonry; in the rear they are of fluted iron, which are
supposed to have been brought from England, In the wide entrance hall

there is a winding stairway, which is unusually distinctive and handsome,

the most interesting feature of the house to many 1poop10.

It 418 people who have built and lived in a home that really makes
its interest, the ancestors came from North Carolina, Isaac Croom duilt
the Hobson home, ©He settled in Green County then, now Hale County, 4%
the cougty seat and selected one of the prettiest sites in that sectionm.
After Igaac Croom had finished his house he found that a large oak tree
that grew at the end of the street kept people from seeing his pretiy

nev house 80 good, so he asked the permission of the town to cut this tree
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but there was a good well under the tree and the town objected to having
the tree cut, One night when the pecple of the town went to sleep the

tree was standing and when they awoke the next morning the tree was gone,

Isaac Croom married a gifted and very charming young woman from
North Carolina, Sarah Pearson, sister of Judge Richmond M.Pearson, Chief
of Justice of Supreme Court. He also served as Ambagsador to Rome,
li.nhter to Persia and also to Greece, He was maternal grandfather
of Richmond Pearson Hobson, the Merrimas hero.

The crooms had no childrean so the home passed into the possession of
S8arah Croom Pearson, afterwvard Mrs, James H, Hobson, mother of Captain

Hgbson,

This 0ld home was always the center of much galety and entertainment,
especially when the beautiful Pearson sisters from North Carolina came to
visit their ammt, Mrs,Croom, Sally Pearson, the mother of Admiral Richmond

pearson Hobson, and her sister, Laura, were noted bdelles and beauties,

In the home are portraites of Colonel Isase Croom and his wife; Judge
Richmond M.Pearson; Eliza Mumford, mother of Judge Pearson; Judge James

M,Hobson, his mother, Ann Morehead and others,

Baturally, Richmond Pearson Hobson is there in his Naval uniform, Te

entered the Naval Academy at Annapolis at the age of fourteem,

Although the Admiral's work carried him to all parts of the world,
he tried to make an annual vigit if possible, to his old home at "Magnolia

Grove® where there was always entertainment given in his hamor, He loved

out-door sports and hunting, swimming and riding, The house is filled with
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curios brought by Admiral Hobson from many different lands. Among thea ie
a pine of the tree under which there was an exchange of prisoners made
when Admiral Hobson was made free after being captured when he sunk the

Merrimas, Also there is 2 chir which was once aboard thd lerrilac.

It is gratifying to the friemds of the Hobson family that belated
official recognitions from O, ngress came to Richmond Pearson Hobson ia 1933
for the daring feat performed in June, 1898, during the Spanish American
War, which has been pronounced one of the most bdrilliant deeds of herolsm
in the entire military history of the nation., This was because of a defect
in the law, This law restricted award of the Congressional medal to enlisted
men, was later amended to include commissioned officers, and Congressman
Oliver of Alabama, introduced a bill to correct the long and offically

honor the hero by presenting to him the medal,

These were the words of "Uncle Ben", "Shucks, you ain't tellin' me
nothin', man, I knowed as how Rich was gwine ter be a big man, Didn't
I see dat boy a sailin' all sorts of little boats on dat pond out dare,
He di1dn't take no foolishness neither, A boy playin' wid him tried to
ruinate one uv dem ships one day, and de way Marse Rich thyashed dat boy

wuz & sight,®

"Uncle Ben® the o0ld family servant of the Hobson family, said this
when he was told that the whole world was talking abdut what a hero
Capt., Richmond P.Hobson of Alabama, had proved himself to be, "Uncle
Ben" was just as glad as anyone else for he had been with the Hobson

family all his life, and he felt as though "Rich"™ as he called Richmond,

r——

belonged to him,




Magnolia Grove

At the present time visitors are welcomes at the Hobson home without

any cost, There are two sisters and two brotllers of the late Rear Admital

Richmond P.Hgbson living in the home.

Information on "Magnolia Grove" and Richmond Pearson Hobson came
partly from "Historic Home of Alabams and Thelr Traditions® and mostly

from Niss Margaret Hobson, sister ot the late Richmond P.Hobson.
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February 18, 1897.

The Greensboro Telephone Exchange h s recently had a
new list of subscribers printed. 7The sheet contains sixty-
two names. 1The Exchange is growing in popularity on account
of the splendid service rendered and the convenience of the
'phones.

At the present time September 29, 1938 we have two hundred
and twenty listed and a few new ones have not been listed

yet and there is a plan to have the dial system within another
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Leaving Greensboro goinz west on the Akron road turn to
the right at the first road, leaving the highway, follow this
winding white sandy road, go past the Mason's home and in
the next house on the right, lives Lawscn Chapman and his
family, his family consists of his mother, Nrs. Chapman, his
wife Nina and two daughters the oldest girl is sixteen and
the other is fourteen years of age.

they did live in town but wanted afplan#ﬁhara they could
have chickens, cows, a garden, etc. 5é?£owght this small
farm. It took a long times to pay for it, seemingly but only
about six years really. 4~awson is an ex-soldier of the World's
dar and did get a compensation of twelve dollars a month for

awhile and this twelve dollars was what they made their monthly

payments on their home with after making the first down

payment. Lawson's compensation has stopped jist five mnths
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before he was to finish paying for his place, leaving him
owing sixty dollars and he heard that Lthe man he bought the
place from remarked that he would get the pRace back now, but
told Lawson to take all the time he wanted Lo finish paying
the last sixty dollars. But Lawson went to the bank and

borrowed the money and payed the man, got his deed and then

payed the bank back a little at a time. ¥hen they bought

he place there was only two rooms to the house, but now
they have torn the smallest room away and built a new dining
room, kitchen, small bedroom and a large bed room, also a new
front porch extending all across the front of the house.
They have had the house screened and have painted the front
and want to finish it as soon as they can.

iThe family seems so perfectly happy together and lMrs.
Chapman says nine is just as good to her as if she is an own
daughter instead of a daughter-in-law and that there is nothing
that Bessle Hay and Mary Ruth, her grandchildren refuse to
do for her and I don't think there has ever been a grand-
mother any better to her grandchildren than she is to them.
Lawson is her only child and she has always lived with him.

fhis is Bessle Ray's third year in High School and Mary
Rath's first. The family is so glad Mary Huth has entered
high school so they can go together for the last two years
irs. Chapman or Nina eme has gone part of the way to school
as they were afraid for hir to go alone.

At the present time Lawson is working in the town of
Greensboro at Johnson's filling station getting fifty-five
dollars a month. /{his gives them a very comfortable living

but of course they don't get everything they want by any
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means but Lawson likes his work and is very independent

he says he does not want help from any kind of relief work as
long as he can live any other way. A friend of lrs. Chapman
kept trying to get her to make application for an old age

pension (she thought but was really direct relief) so without

[}

Lawson knowing it she put in her application nhlc“nus approved

and when her check came, Lawson positively would not let her
accept it. Hde said his mother took care of him when he was
little and that he was certainly going to take care of her
as she was old. She is sixty-eight years old, tall and very
slender.

&rs. Chapman gets up every morning and makes the coffee,
fries the meat and makes gravy for breakfast then she
usually calls Nina to make the biscuits. They get up around
four thirty o'clock so they will have plenty of tLime to eat,
without rushing so as Lawson has Lo be at work at six o'clock
every morning. “e works on Sunday too, but does get off on
half day every other Sunday morning, does not go to work until
noon time.

drs. Chapman does most of the cooking she boils some kind
of vegetable every day whether is in season peas, beans, turnips
salit, collards, cabbage of which they raise most of their own,
but there are times when they have to buy something, she says
“1 like to boll the pot and cook cornbread, but Nina does all
the extra cooking, cooks pies, desserts and makes the salads.™

Srs. Chapman had a light stroke of praalysis several
years ago so iLhey are very careful of her diet and of course
never feel exactly easy about her condition. TRis has been
an expense to them as she had to have a doctor and medicine

and they do believe in taking precaution against disease that
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can be avoided Nina suffered with indigestion for several
years but seems well now and has gained in weight until she

weighs one hundred and sixty pounds and Lawson says "she is

-
a nice 'meul now." The ehildren have always been healthy

they are both tall slender blonds with naturally curly hair
which Lawson refused to let them cut until a few years ago.
They both wear it in a lonz bob now.

Nina and lrs. Chapman both love flowers axd you will
always find a few box flowers and petunias, cosmos and other
flowers of some kind in the vard and I must not forget Ers.
Chapman's pepper she always has plenty of hot pepper and
vesides having plenty for their own use she gives it to her
neighbors whenever I want any I know where to find it. They
also love cats and dogs. They have one big yellow dog named
"Bran" and also a little terrier, and they only have seven
cats the youngest ones are more than half grown now and lrs.

Chapman says she does not know what they will do if they
continue Lo inecrease as Mary Ruth never wants to give any
avay and Lawson says they shall not get rid of them without
her knowinz it, for he remembers how it hurt him when his
'dad’ would make some of his pets disappear. They have six
cows and calves and about fifty pretty Rhode Island chickens.

Lawson is a member of the American Legion and dislikes
Lo miss a single meeting. He and his mother both vote but
Lawson did not have to pay peoll tax because he is a2 '%brid
Yar Veteran so Nina's was neglected add it has been so
long now they never seem to have the money to catch up but she
is very interested now and would like very much to vote.

Lawson and Nina want to give their children at least, a

high school education but have not decided beyond that yet as
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the girls have to decide what they want to do as their

life works bul they have an idea of taking a business

course at some good business college as it seems hard to

get work without a business education.
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FAIRY INGRAM.

Fairy Ingram §s the wife of James Otis lngrem and the mother of three
lovely little girls even if she did want the last one to be a boy, so bad,
Her husband has a job as a foreman with a road construction company, there-
fore they live at one place for only a short time. Their parents live in
Electic in ¥lmore County and Otie and Fairy are buying * themselves a home
on a fortyacre farm near Electic.

Fairy will be twenty-seven yeats old in the month of January 1939.

She married when she wes nineteen and in December before she was to graduate
from high school the next spring.

The prinecipal talked to her begging her to wait at least until she
finished that session of school, but she married anyway, and maybe she has
wished at times she had waited but no one has ever known it yet. And she
seems 80 happy.

For the first two years after she married they rented rooms from her
parents, living in the house with them, then they moved to their own home,
wvhich they are buying, and in a short time Otis started working with a
building contractor and now for several years has been a carpenter for this
road construction company of which he was made foreman a few months ago.

#e is now making Ahirty-five dollars a week which gives them a good living
but they have had doctor bills and other extra expence with the arrival of
the new bady girl who is only one month old.

Fairy has a colored girl to help her cook and do the house work she
says she does not need help always but with the new baby she needs one for
awhile. TFairy gete up and cooks breakfast, because Otis goes to work so early '
and then Hattie, the colored girl the children breakfast and get June off to
school. The rest of the morning is spent mostly inm bathing, dressing, feeding

the badby, for all little babies require quite a bit of attention, then Pattie,

who is two and one half years o0ld needs part of her mother's time too, al-
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though she waits on herself lots, we can hear her say often "muver, open door
for me," or "I want cool water" she never says she wants water it's always
cool water, and theme are many other thinge to do for her. Then Fairy places
the meals and has three full meals every day for she says with Otis working
and the children need them too, she is careful to have a balanced diet which
of course includes plenty of vegetables, fruit and milk for the children.
rairy is full of life and fun, young and pretty, weighs one hundred
and forty pounds. But she takes her motherhood gseriously, realizes the
importance of giving her children the right kind of start in life.

Fairy and Otis are buying a car they have it almost paid for they are
also making monthly payments on a frigifere. They are now living in Hale
County in “reensboro, Alabama moved here September the first, 1938 and on
account of the baby has not been to church or Sunday school here yet but has
slways gone to church she is Baptist and while she lived at Electic always
played the plano for services in her home church. She wants her children in
church and Sunday School and June goes every Sunday now, and she intends to
£0 as soon as she can.

Fairy was an Emfinger (!) before she married,both of her parents are
living, they live on a farm near Electic. She has two brothers, one older
than she who is married and has two boys the other is younger and is not
married. She has one sister, married and her husband has a job with the
same road construction company that Otis works with.

Otis quit school just before graduating from high school also but both he
and Falry as most everyone else, want their children to have a little more
education than they and they want them to have special training for whatever
wvork they take up for life, whilk as they are so young have not decided on
yet, but Fairy laughs and says sometimes she thinks Pattie will be a carpenter
like her daddy as she wants a hammer and nalls so often.

Fairy has a machine and does most of her sewing for she and the children

ehe says with her thexm three girls she will have to sew and have a good

ironing board for girls will always have something to press, and she wants
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them to kmow how to do things for themselves.

At one time Fairy and Otis talked of letting Fairy take the children and
g0 to their home to live said they believed they could live cheaper by letting
him board and save the trouble of moving so often. But Otis had to go off
on a job for about three weeks so left his family as June was in school, and
for such a short time and when he came back had fully decided not to do that
said life was too short and he loved $hem so much could not stand to be
separated from them and as long as possible was going to keep them with him,

Fairy loves flowers and intends to have many when she does go to her
home to live, she wants a yard, garden, cow and chickens she wants to make a
real home where she can have plenty of house room for her girls and friends
but she does not want to live separate from her husband says the children need
their daddy, and she needs him to help share the responsibility of their early

training. She gets tired of being crowded but says when she can get two

laerge rooms cando very well and she does not feel able to rent more than two

rooms. ©She is an excellent housekeeper and with her children she is really
kept busy. Falry does not vote now but did until she started moving around but
gays ghe is not am interested as she was and has not paid her poll tax in

gseveral years now.
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