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During the Reconstruction period in the South there were many clashes
between the whites and the newly freed slaves. One of the worst clashes recorded
in history, between the black/s/ and whites, occurred in Choctaw County.

Jack Turner, a Negro servant, born in the household of Mr. B. L. Turner, a
priominent citizen of Mt. Sterling, became a leader in the 1873 /sic/ of the
Negroes. He was about 40 years of age and considered very intelligent. Politicians
told him he could be a big help to their plans and could make lots of money by
by serving them. Thus flattered and encouraged he got into disputes with the
whites. Often defying the law. He was brought before the courts on may charges
and was in most cases convicted.

During the political canvass of 1874, Jack defied the sheriff and put himself
at the head of a number of friends, all well armed, and marched to Butler, the
County site, He was met by a body of armed whites. Jack and his party scattered for
safety to the creek swapms.

In 1882, Capt C. C. McCall, who lived at De Satoville, had a package of
papers turned over to him by E. H. Brown, a school boy, at DeSatoville, who had
found them in the road. The papers turned out to be the minutes of meetings at
which Jack Turner had presided and contained plans for a massacre of all white:
men, women and children. Other than the ones they wished to keep as servants
etc., all Democratic and Ku Klux Negroes. The papers named six (6) others besides
Jack as leaders in the bloody plot. All were arrested.

The county was aflame. A thousand men irrespective of color, gathered at
Butler in a mass meeting of which Capt. A. J. Gray was elected chairman. Fiery
Speeches of Dr. Evan P. Harris and others were answered by County Solicitory,
George W. Taylor and Capt. Joseph H. Kinghton who pleaded to allow the law to

take its course. A majority of the mass meeting voted to hang Jack. Prominent




Jack Turner...

citizens brought him from the jail and hung him to an oak tree on the
South East corner of the Court Square.

Many people traveling through Butler stopped to see the grim old oak
where Jack Turner met his doom. Today there is a red Japonica to take its
place and we have no more reminders of the Insurrection that was heard

about throughout the country, other than a few "out-dated” history books

and a few, a very few "old timers" to tell of thet episode in the southland

which but for a bit of carelessness on the part of Jack Turner, might have

been much, much more horrible.

(There was no signature of the writer of this manuscript article.hor

date of composition.)
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