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by the women slavess

Stephen's father was one of the slaves who made the shoes for the slaves to wear |
Then there wae time to make them after he had finished the shoes his master wanted
he woe allowed to make some for salee The money that he made in this way was used
to buy the things that was needed by his family,

The Vearner plantation was not near any of the battles of the war but some of
the Yankee soldiers would pass that way sometimee Vhen the slaves saw axy of these
men they would hide, Steve never saw any of the Lmportant men of The ware Vhen asloed
what he thought of Abreham Lineoln ho said:" They told me he wus the"head msn', He
finst have been a great men thoughe" e says that there wore good and bad points
to slaverye. It is good to do & & you please, but before the war they didn't have to
malke money to buy what they had To eate Also"there were not ac many bad ' nigpers'
then as nowe This life is just to get ready for the next and every body gshould be
good 5o they will go to leaveme"He jJoined the church so the "Lord would let him in

when he dieds"

After the wer Steve's father and mother stayed on to work for iy, Varner,
Stove was married twice and was the father of nine children, le is elghty-{ive
years old and has thirtye gix grandchildren and elovem great- grandohildreng e
does not know where they all are but he has onfson he is very proud of, lie 1s
a porter in a railroad station in Viest Virginia,
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