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Vhen lishaley was brought to this country from Riclmond, Virginia, and
sold as & slave she was the mnother of ane child, a son, whe was left boe
hind, lNever a thought was given to the lowe of this mother for her first-
born whon she nover saw or heard of agalin, lishaley was & healthy girl, and
that was what counted most, and whem she was placed on the "blook™ and scld
one Billy Shew was the successful didder, paying $1,000 for her,

Years slipped by and lMehaley brought femih nine more childrem, which
was of smoh wvalue to her new “loster.” Anomg them was Mary, of vhom this

story is writtea,
Mary, o bright, healthy girl was nover placed on the "block™ for sale

but worked hard in the corn fleld, and the house for her "Moster™ and her
“idstes,” FEven though youg she oould help spin the tlread that was used
in maldng her ¢lothes, and remmbers “"as well as if it were yesterday”
vhem the negores were freed, She came to this world in Tellapoosa County,
near wimt is now Alecander City, and she was among the bigz crodd to walk
fro: Youngville (now Alexander City) a distance of elghteen miles to see
thedir firgt railroad traim pull into Dadeville, and when this monster pulle
ing box cars without the ald of mmles began to puff and gromm seme of the
negroes ran two miles to get out of its wmy, for they well Inew it ws Lo=
ing to blow up, any mlmute, snd kill the last one of themi

lary says the negroes were freed three months before her family Inew
about it, and that theywere working in the com field wiom notified, Came-
e cane to the field and told them they were free, and tiat they would
have to go to lontgomery, to the Yankies. They were not very happy as
they loved thelir "white Folks" and did not want to leave tiem, She well
remenbers the three wagmms that came to carry them to lmtgamery, but this
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wagon~train never reached any further than Hetumpka, as they were met there
by Mary's father and turned bask,

Two of her sisters and a brother were sold, They never hoard fram the
brother again, but one of the sisters deweloped "sleeping siclmess”™ in e
short widle and was brought and excalmged for another, They never thought
so much of having to part with the first ame, but they loved the younger
sister very kmech and 1t almost broke thelr hearts to see her go,

iary holds her age well, and has all her teeth except three molers.
She says she has been wonderfully blessed with good health, and she feels
sure this is mostly due to keeping olean and eating food that iz not too
hot, Her “Moster” made woodem spoams for them to eat with - they neover used
imives and farkss CShe says they had a good “lMoster™ and his means of pune
ishment was by whipping, which he did not often do, but whem he did, it
sure hxrt, They raised thelir wheat, but were not permitted to eat "white
bisocuits” except every Sunday morning for breakfast,

lary's mother diéd July 7, 1916, at the age of 106 and was totally
blind for twelve ysars. Her sog wanted to send their mother to the"poar
house” after shoe lost her eye-sight but Mary protested end had her brought
t0 her house where she remained the last six years of her life.

day bhad a %o serve in the World War, 1917-18, and who was confined &o
the hospital for several manths afterwards and did not return home untdl
1919, During this time whem Government money was sent to Mary for his
servieces, she Limmediately deposited it in tle bdank, snd kept if for him -

oevery cent of it - feeling that he would come beck hame some day, Whem

he cuxe he took this money and bought a little three room shack in Negro

Quarters, on Church Street, for his mother, tim she lives alome, hud
mnh.hnuhhypicthhwthnmmuhliﬂn;ﬂthl“




and feeling that she was in the way.
ry says she loves her religiom and has boon & member of tThe
Paptist Churoh for 65 years, and whea sho joined this falth there were
no ahureh houses, culy buah harborse She also says in later years they
attended chureh with the white people, baving & place reserved at the
back for oclored poeoples

She has & amall plot of gromd near her house where she plants corn
and potatoes each spring and cultivates them hersélf with only & hoe f'ar
digging and tilling, During my comversation with her, she pointed to
a sask of corn, about two or three buchels, that she had just gathered
and said that wns enocugh to last hor until next gathering tine «- next
vear, She is the mother of elght chlldren but auly four of them are now
living, but they are scatiored,

lary says she has mover applied for a pensiam of any sars, as s
fecls that that would be ane form of begging, and she fears if she start-
ed bogging she ocould not do anything else but bege She has liwved o uso=
ful life cocking, for the white people whem she was youngor, and mursing
the sick, both white end colored, She especially enjoyes talking about
her old "loster,” and old"iistes” who has past on, and her young “Noster”
who left hore and wont to Texas years agoe Ier health has falled some
for the last two yearw, but she still bas o wonderful memory and talks

interestinglye.
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