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Alabama has not been the human melting pot that many other
gtates have been, hence ite growth of tradition has not boen colored by %
the beliefs of varied nationalities. Only three broad classifications
need be outlined to cover the subject of folkiore « Indian, Negro and

the lore of the white man. 1
Thie eesay attempts to present the source and growth of such 10re.

Eenifestations of this knowledge will be expressed as stories, traditione
al or in the process of beooming tradition, ballades, songs, superstiti-
one, customs and belliefs.

Indian folklore 18 the almost completely native snd oxpresses .
itoelf in tradition, which discloses the poetioc characteristic of the
race in its approach t0 the procesees 0f Ngture. Indian lore generally
accounts for most geographicel nomenclature 0f the State, With only two
exceptions, every river in the State has an Indian name.

At timee it 18 impossible to separate the white and llegro lore
into separate olndn_uu ons, Thie is e t0 two main factes; firss,

- both races in the early daye of the etate faced conmon obstacles in the

¢loaring of the land and esteblishing the agricultural dynasty that
ruled until oomparatively rocent yoarej second, the olose associ ation
of the whites and blacks 4in older daye, snd still continuing to a large
extent, From infanoy t0 edolescence a ma jJority of the whitos were hure

tured by Negro nurses who instilled in them the fancies, foars and

fables inherited from Africen sources, The white man'e religion and
particularly his hymns furniched the basis for the Negro spirituale,

through whioh reours tho thought of blood saorifice and some spectac-
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nlir aggent into heaven,

While the strioctest interpretation of folklore might eliminate
some of the examples ocited, nevertheless they are indicative of the
"learning® of the age in which they became current, It will be found tha¥y
the most frequent baokéround for Alsbsma tradition will be that of the
tenant farmer, the sharecropper and the mountaineer, These were the
typee who kept legend alive by word of mouth,.

In discussing the folklore of Alabama, & widespread similarity of
legend and fable, changed t0 meet the environment of tribe or community,
must be considered in oleiming specific ownership of any story. However,
there are eoxceptions, Among them i@ the word "Alsbama.," |
The State Name

Until rnmtlyf it was generally acoepted the word "Alabema" had
derived direotly from "Alidamo," which was construed t0 meen "here we
rest,” and wes given lepgendary origin as the exclamation of a home-
lees and wandering party of indians on bdbeholding the u&bmn river from
Montgomery bluffe, (ObJection to the implication of lasiness, or a 7~

statioc condition, was behind the legislative attempt to change Alabama's |
slogan from “"Here we rest™ to some phrase implying action.” |
Euch controversy has raged sbout the proper definition of the
Indian word and certain savants agreed that tﬁ‘p proper meaning is |
"To opon or clear a thicket." . ¢
Internal warfare of a tribe in the Southwest ended with a group of |
Indi ans utﬂns out t0 fAnd new hunting grounds and a permanent home. |
Each night the leader would set up a wand, stripped adlear of ite bdark. F

In the morning the wand would be leaning toward the Northeast, 20 the

wanderers wuld continue thelr Journey.
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Thie went on day after dey, until one morning the wend was di 8-

‘ govered to be standing upright,
"Alibamo, Alibamo,” oried the chieftain and his followers echoed

his ory. S50 "alibamo™ they named the lmd, as they set about clearing
the thicket for a permanent village.

Natural or Supernatural menjfestations, are the bdasis for mest
of the Indiaen legends handed down through the years,

The sun, the lky,ﬁ the weather, flowers blooming beside a hunting
trail, white water cascading over a cliff, clear pools where the refleo=-
tion of the sky lent added depth, these were the sources from which the
aborigine drew his stories, clothing them with force or poetry as the
occasion fitted his mood, The bold river, black in its deeper pools mdl
like war paint white where it rushed over bdoulders snd falls, from the
co0al-laden hille t0 reach the smiling valleys 0f the Coastal Plain
was named the Blsok Warrior, for exsmple. Bn;hind moe ¥ unusual nomencla=-
ture of epots of interest in the State may de found some tradition that -
oOme down from the days whan the tribes of Tuskalusa and his forbears
saw, in naturel Occurrences, manifestations of a power beyond their
understanding., ‘

The relation of Indian folkiore of Alabama t0o that of other sections
even infringing somewhat on the Germanic fairy tales, is fully illust-
rated by the story of "The Lady Slipper.,”™ a woodland flower. The
legend of the flower will be found in various forms in seversl states,
though none more poetic than the Alabama version,

Indisn Cinderalla

Just a8 iU was the tiny glase slipper of Oinderella that made

Prince Charming pursue her t0 the wretched chimney 8ide where she sat in

eshes, 80 did the dainty mocoasin of Fapilla, bewitching maiden of the
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Creek nation, attract a hardy young brave who found it. The logend
relates thet in all the tribe of the Creeks there was no foot s0 small ag
that of Papilla, whose femo was widespread, 50 he hastened to ﬂnd'hor r,
and return the moccasin. He came upon her in a romantic spot and speedy
was his wooing. Together they went to her fatho‘r. the chief, and his
consent was obtained readily for thelr marriage.

In her happiness at the forthecoming wedding, I‘apilla'l_tiny feot
hardly touched the ground as she went to fh- tepee of her future husband,
but each dainty mark was filled by a flower, Just the shape 0f her |

moocasin,
And then, 80 say the Creeks, did the Lady Slipper, one of the oome

monest of Alebema's flowers, come to be dorn,

Alabama Yocehontas
A furthor illustration of thie duplication 0f legand may be found

in the fgotual end historicsl story of Milly, daunghter of the half-
breed chieftein Hillishadjo, who offered herself as a Sacrifice to
8aVve a white ocaptive Of hor father's tride, In this act, Milly paralleled
the famous Pocahontas~Capts John Smith story of the Virginia Colony.
Milly, however, unlike Pocahontes, did not marry a white man, but
beceme the wife of sn Indian drave.
Chief HilliehadJjo wa® the son of Dr, David Francis, who settled
in Alebema in 1761 at the Indian town of Atagli (Autauga) sbout 12 miles
from the present capital of Montgomery. There he married an Indian girl
and HilliehadJo was his only child, The boy dbecame the CGreat Prophet of
the Creeks when he grew t0 manhood end married a daughtor af the nation,
His first ohild was & girl, Malee, knovn t0 the whites as Milly,
During the fighting between the Oreeks gnd the whites uﬁdorm

General Andrew Jackson, Hilliehadjo and his family moved $0 Fowl Town
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on the Apalachicola River, One du Duncen MeXKrimon, a young Georgia
militiemen stationed at Fort Gadeden, was captured by the Indians, He

was sentenced to execution gnd tied t0 a tree.

Mi111ly pleaded with hor father to save his life, but he ordered the
exeoution t0 proceed. Milly then threw herself between the white men and
hie threatened slayers, Her bravery and pleadings won MoeKrimon hie life
and he was gpared to be #0ld to the Spaniards at 3t,Marks, Florida, .

. Shortly thereafter MoKrimon escapéd,

' On the death of Hilliehadjo, Milly was in want and MeXrimon

learned of it end offered to marry her, Milly, feeling that the offer was
based on pity rather then affection refused, and later married a member

of the tribe.
Seas th on

Legend does not take such idyllio twiste in all of Alabama'®
Indien folklors, There are the 12 Indian meidens and the mourning
waves of Portersville Bay (Tour /712), whose suicide to escape marriages
without love strikes a note in harmony with European folk tales.

The tragic maiden who surrenders life to avoid an unhappy fate 18
more than national in scope. Alabama's prototype is t-lu boan tiful
Alavelda who threw herself into the falls of the KNoocallua t0 escape
the persistent attentions of a Cherokee Chieftain, .

The imaginative today claim that the vision of the beautiful
‘Alavelda may be seen in.the 8till clear water below the falls, three
miles from Cadsden (Tour N0.3). |

Wator, whether in the sea, a lake or some swift flowing stream, is
the setting 0f many legends in all lands, A bottomless pool in Rorthe
west Alabama, near Russellville, is supposed %0 mark the wrath of the

g04ds gt & ocouneil which ordered the death 0f two mothers,
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Blue Pond, as the pool, several acres in e@xtent, is known, is
oredited with having been oreated whan a Cherokee tribe ordered the

execution of the mothers end thelr infant sons, who had been bom

gpotted am leOpards,
Legend states that the mothers were placed on a blasing pyre and

that ag the flame®s liocked round them, the earth yawned, 80 that pyre,
viotims and the entire tridbe dropped into a bottonliu pit. Watew

rushed in end Blue Pond was born,

E&gﬂ! sy_ﬂkﬁzi
Mighty heroes always have thelr counterparte in folklore, ken of

might who wroak vengeance on the oraven may be found .in every Janguage,
80 it i8 normal %0 hoar the tale of Tecumseh, who etamped his foot and
& village hundreds of miler away orumbled to splinters,
Tecumseh came t0 Alabema in 1611 to persuade the members of the
Creek nation to Join the war against the whitee, In no town counld
he find volunteers, Finally he stood before a gathering of chiofs at
Tuokabahohoe Town, south of Tallassee (Tour No.6) and lashed them with
fiery eloguenae, |
. "You become squawe,"™ the majestic Tecumseh sneered at them, "You
call Eowaligee a Red Town (war towm ) but the blood of yowr fathers has
turned % water in your veins, Teoumeeh goes toO Detroit to oerry the
message that the chiefs of the Upper Creeks are Squaws parading in war
paint. When Teoumseh reaches Detroit, he will stamp his foot snd your
houses will'brall. When they fall you may know Tecumseh is with his people.
Sixty days after Tecumseh galloped away the only earthquake in the
history of this part of the State ooqurud.' and the cabins of the Oreek

towns were smashed t0 pleces. And where Tecumseh 8%00d in Elmore County
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and made hie pronouncoment more than a century and a quarter ago, there

i8 a huge rock with the plain print of a foot on its surface, It is

known as Tecumseh's footprint,
The stamp of a foot that rocked the world may be found also in the

Arabian poetic fantasy of wise Zing Solomon, who ¢ne day overheard a
butterfly bdoasting to his wife that he could shake the earth, Solomon
smiled, a® he heard the wife dezand of the butterfly that he put his
boast into sction, 80 the legend }ou, and stepped into view., The
wifely butterfly was frightened into immediate flight, dbut the male

was t00 terrified *‘I;o nove,
In kindly tonoe, Solomon wanted t0 know Jjust what the husband wase

going to do when the wife returned and demanded that he start stamping
and shoking the earth, The butterfly confessed that there was nothing
he ocould do, S50 Solomon agreed to let him shake the earth on condition
that never again would he meke a boast to hie wife that he couldn's
make good, The bargein was pealed, the wife returned, She made her
demand and the husband stamped his tiny foot and the earth trembdbled to

meintain male supremady.
Phile there i2 no analogy in motive, there is in execution and

comparable glorification,

shades Valley,
There 18 always a fringe between faot and fancy and it will be found

in Alebama in the naming o0f Shades Valley, where white and Indtan met for. “1
the naning of a section, |
At a point on the ancient trail from the Alibamo Country to the
Atlentic Seaboard wes a region of fear, White traders who sttempted %0
oross thie evil valley risked thelr liveas, No friendly Indians planted

eorn in the fertile lowlanis, Its wooded slopes hid hostile savages who

S S O ——
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before,
The rose multiplied 80 rapildly that soon the new country was abloomn

with ro8e8, 50 meny covered all the land in one seotion that today it is

gsglled Cherokee County,
Another legend is that whan the Cherokee Indian tribe removed

from their southern homes t0 the west the surviving squaws socattered

rose cuttings t0 mark the way for their hoped for return,
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WHITE FOLEKLORES
Tradition flourishes best in a homogeneous population and requires

oenturies to produce, Alabama is lacks both for its white 'folklort.

Ite early population was not homogeneous, vith settlers of widely variant
predilections segregating themselves in di fferent sections of the State, |
The Latins who oolonized the Southern portion oclung to o0ld customs, The
Fordice in the Northern part were t00 busy hewing out oivilization and

then settling into what amounted to a caste system when the wilderness

wa® conguered,

| Thus there 15 no such heroic¢c figure in the State nor in the South
ad Paul Bunyon, that great woodsman of the Northwest, Hor is there any
widely known phantom such as Washington Irving desoribed in the Legend
of Sleopy Hollow,

White tradition in the State 18 largely anecdotal. In sections,

8till unreconstructed, end there are a few, heroic tales 0f the Var
Between 11:11:» States are growing into folklore proportions, Along the

Coast, fishermen end other followers of the sez tell brave tales of

Jean Lditt- end hie pirate band roving the reaches of Mobile Bay and
landing at Bayou La Batre (Tour #12). However, these are 80 vagne and 80 }
‘local in aspect they may not be considered folklore., They have not yet |
agsumed the lusty status that will hold the tale true to form through
many tolli:iga, varying as it does with the concept of tha teller,

To attempt to oollate the varied tales of either the looal heroes
0f the Confederacy or the pirates of the Gulf would be impossibdle |
within eny limited space and would provide in the end more neighbore _, | |
hoﬁd tales that do not 1t the olessifiocation of fadklore. ' f,f:-' :

L.._u._ i, ,.-:\.l ey ﬁ

- - _——
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Legend is beocoming mixed with fanot in the stories of two of the

State's more famous brigands,
| John Murrell, whoee activities epread from the Natchex Trace in -
Eissiesippl to the mountain traeils of Carolina, left many etories behind
him, Nis rendesvous in Alebesma was near the intersection of ths Selma=
Carlowville highways, Murrell was not a lone wolf, and hies gzang was a
varied ocollection, Among it® mombers were an evangelist and a beautiful
girl, reputedly the denghter of the parson, the Reverend forrell,

~ Story has it -t.hat the preacher would assemble a orowd for a camp
meeting at some bdbush arimr. There he wowuld oihort the temporary cone
gregation the whole day through, His beantiful daughter would lead the
einging of epirituals, In the megntime Murrell md the gang would be at

work in the_puturu and among the slave sheda of the congregation,

Toward the énd of the ninetoenth century Rube Burrow, who did
mout-of his work alone, flouriched and tale® of his exploite are growingg
in the rmural ocommunities to heroic proportions,

In the Southern ocounties of the Btate may be heard now tales of the
day when Geronimo, famous Apache chief, was ocaptured ar}d brought to
'i’lorida, then removed to Lount Vernon Ala,, for imprisonmont, The \
older generation remembers the feare of his poseidlo escape and what 2 1|
might follow in the way of massacre, Told with color and ciroumstance to ‘di
their descendants, it 18 not unliXely that in the not too distant tuturqﬁ *.
Geronimo will have beocome & bloodthirsty brave who snatched gscalps and | H*-
burned settlements when he was brought to Florida and Aladama. 1

The exploits of Ceneral Andrew Jaockson, colorful enough as they ]‘

are in history, are being painted even more glowingly in ocorner store

recollections by ol_utora who heard it from their grandfathers and
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and one day he undoudbdtedly will be a hero of fiotion s well as faot,
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CRIOLE LORRE.

The following Creole Chanson 4'amour was popular from early French
dey® in Colonial Mobdile, until the close of the Spanish Regime, The
accompanying free translation into English ie by Francois Ludgere Diards
Crecle: AHy CHER BIJOV D'ACAJOU,

81 to te 'tit =oz0

it moi-mome mo te fusil
Mo sre toloune toi = boum

'EE R E R N J

Ah, cher bijou
D'aandon
Mo 1l'aimin vous
Comme ocochon eimin la bouell

Free Translation

into Zngliishi
If thou wert a 1ittle bird,

And 1 were a little gun

I would shoot thee = btnsl

Ah, dear little

i 1072‘235"%’:'3%;1. pig loves the mud)
Descendants of Arcadisne who drifted to the Gulf Ooast

following their oexpuleion by the Britieh from thelr Canadian home,
roun;l in the Oreocles of Mon Louis Island, Dauphin Island and several
other Mobile county coumunities congenial friends and neighbors,
Having the same religious training md'b-utf, the same basioc language
and finding themselves misunderstood by thelir inglish-speaking neli gli-
bors, with whom they had little dispoeition t0 associate, they familles
inter-married md intermingled, not only with the French end Spanish 2x . |
families msbout Mobile but also with those of the Pascagoula, Baok Bay of
Biloxi end Wolf River settlementa in Mississippi., Those esmong them who l..
made thelr home on or near the bay or sound became expert salilors of

small oraft, whioch furmished means of ocommuniocation between their

#oattered families, who were visited periodically dy Oatholie n.tnuomul:
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USING THR SAMT MIANS OF TRAVELs Church records of marriages, bdeptism

and buriele are practically the only written roecords of these people
that remain, nor did they preserve much O0f their history in surviving
song, story or tradition. Broadening use smong the present and immedi-
ately proceeding generations of the phonograph, then the radio the
movies end the schools has taught the use of the coumon language o0f the
region, 80 that only a trace of the CaJen~Creole dialect remsins emong 2
the older people end even they eppear more anxious to lose this lingual
means of identiflocation than t0 perpetuate it,

"Ef you see my cow 'eross de bsyom, push heem home™,

This typiocal sentence will convey some idea Of thelir 0ld form
0f epeech, The old-timere never seemed able to get thelr personal
pronouns straight, They habitually mixed “Hin" and “Her™, eome times
with amusing results,

A folk song which wae etill sung by coast shrimpers of the old
coast families twenty Jyears ag0 and may still be recalled dy ths older
members tells 0f the adventures of one Jean Grabeau end his tragio md;’

One of i%s numerous verses! :

Jean Crabeau, poor Grabeau he steal my boat and away he go.
The rain he fall an' de win' she blow,
An' dav was de en' 0of Jean Grabean,

Florian Sesle used to reocite the narrative recounting the d1u.th
from yellow fever of his little friend Babette, as told byi the child's
grief striocken papa!l

Wat for Le Bon Dieu tek my chile
An mak che's mother almos' wile

Wid loss o0f one lik dat 80 gweet
Wat for He g0 snd tak Babetstey
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Die worl is beeg an verry wide.
Ole age should always have a galde.
Now wat I do? My tremblin feet

Mok me fall down witout Babette.

I miss her when I go t0 bed-

No more c¢an pat dat curly head-
When mornin come no one to greet
Papae-none like dat chile Babette.

"God's will be done",.de good pries' say
An toll me on ny knee for pray.

But prayer lak dat I ocen't ropeate

1 mees t0o much Dat chile Babettie,

Ah me! soon, soon I go for slep
An leave no one behin' for wep

But then~ I walk de golden 8trees,
Wwid heppy, emilink, pure Babette.

AR R E R RN RER NN

HILL BILLY LORE
The mountain folk of Alabama are racisl brothers of those of

Tennessee, Carolina, Georgia, Virginia amd EKentuocky., The natives of the

Applachiane and the Blue Ridge stem from the ssme sourge. In thd.l;

oft t0ld talee and more fregquent songs may be found a similarity not

due t0 mcoident., S0, t000 with their customs and their habits,

The charm used by midwives and others for etopping blood is common €0

moat, if not all, of these states and has long been in use among

Alabama mountaineers, It consiete merely of thrio.lrlpaa.ting "yhen I

passed by thee, end saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I sald unto thee

when thou wast in thy bdblood, Iive: yea, I said unto thee vhen thou - 4

wast in thy. blood, Ilve, Esekiel 1616, l
In the doleful tenor o0f thalr musie and the graveyard strain of j

thalr lyrioce 18 t0 be found a literary gloom that springs from . :

auntere morality and the stern struggle for existence, The songs deal |

with the simple essenticls of life, love and hate, hunger and o00ld,
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Egesy

Many of the 80 called hillbilly songs &0 frequently heard over the
radio are based on ballads that were unwritten for generatioms, being

handed down from minstrel to minstrel,

happiness

A celebrated dallad deals with the everlasting theme of the une-
that lies in a marri age for gold above one's station, For

many generations mountain folk of liorth Alabama have sung 0f the sad re«

gults of Nellie's choice in the following verses:

Come, listen %0 me, a story I'll tell,

A story eo sad and 80 true,

I once lived and courted a dear little girl,
Whose eyes were soft end dark blue,

I know that she loved me,
For she told me 80 then and promised t0 bde my dear wife,

How happy it made me to hear that dear girl
Agree t0 live with we through life,

The next time I saw her she had tears in her eyeas,
Saying, "Johnny, my promise can't stand,

Papa and mama are both angry with me,

They sey I muet marry a rich man,"

The next time I Heard from Little Nellile,

She had gone end married that young Mr., Brown,
He was wicked bUt wealthy, owned horses and land}
Little Hellie was living in town,

He soon ceased to love her and drank all the time,
And her life was 80 lone and 80 sad,

Her grief soon o'ercsme her, she sank in despalr

And nothing could make her heart glad.

The good Lord of Mercy took pity on her

And told the bripght angels to ocome

And take little Nellie, the drunkard's wife,
To where ghe might have a bright home,

I hope that I'11 meet 1ittle Nellie up there,
Where friends will never part.

The only inscription I want on my tombd

Is the tale of a brokean heart,

o
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DIVINZ WRATH;
‘ From Pioneer traditionx comes the story ar divine wrath dealing
with the desolation of 8%, Stephens , which was the mnropous of the
Spanish frontier in Alsbane end was the territorial capitol. A

zealous preacher sought to hold a revival there but found that the onlp .,

hall large enough for such 'a gathering was the main saloon, The men
hel f responsible fOr much of the towne lawlessness not only refused %o
1et him preach there dut actually ren him out of town, As the proacher
left the einful ocapital he threatened to pray Cod to vieit His wrath

(‘" upon that modern Gomorrah, With startling suddenness the place was desexnte
ed by the elemente® that had mede it prosper, The capital, lumd office x .
end business houses were removed end goats grazed in its streets, Thies
punishmont for #in end unrepentance was widely attributed to the
preacher's prayers and greatly exaggerated., St, Stephons ocoupies a
limeatone bluff high sbove the Tombigbee river. Millions of tons of
excollent material for the manufacture of ocement support the town,
which has evidently repented and boen saved for there is not a more

C orderly village, enywhere, as the peasce records of Washington county

| will show, Its business sins and prosperity were moved to Nobile when

the Spaniard was expelled from that shore,

An opposite view of divine action will be found in the shuddering
oaks of Cahadba. Cahaba was the first capital of Alabama after it was
admitted to the Union, situated on the Alabama River sbout eleven miles
from Selma, (See History),

While floode did not destroy Cahaba, they were frequent in the
Spring and at times the legislators found it necessary to take to
boats to avolid the rieing waters, The inhabitants of Cahaba notioced

then that before each advance o0f the river a large grove of oaks
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gquivered as though in apprehension, Within a few hours the flood waters
would desoend, Until COahaba was abandoned this was considered a divine
warning of approaching floods,

Materialistio engineers decided to make an investigation and dis-
covered a geologicsal fault whioch permitted rising waters to flow beneath
the grove, thus shaking them and causing the quivering which had once,

and still is among the superstitiouns, assigned t0 supernatural canses,

Ghogt in Glags,

Belief in the supernatursl is ocommon smong the rural natives and in

‘the smaller communities, The most famous 0f the ghoast storiee concerns
the likeness of & Negro, lynched more than half a century agoo which was
imprisoned in glass in one 0f the windows of the 0ld Courthouse at
Carrollton, |
~ The Negro, Burkhalter, was being taken to the State Prieson at
Montgomery after being convioted of burning the courthouse of Pickens
County. A group of Carrollton citisens, 0 the story goes, took Burke
hal ter away from the posse eand hanged him t0 a huge tree in a swamp during
& terrific thunderstorm, Before he was killed, the mod asked the viotim
Af he wanted to make a statement,
"I am innocent,”™ he sald, "and you will always have my face t0 haunt
you",
_ Bndotorfod by the protestation of innocence he was swung up and ps
the rope tightened there was a blinding flash of lightning,
Hext morning one of the mod, back home in Carrollton, passed the
courthouse end saw Burkhalter's likeness on a pane of glass in one of

the windows, An investigation from the inside showed the pane porﬁotu
¢lear, However, in certain lights many saw the likeness of the Negro

~ Zrom the outside. The glass remained in place, even during a severe
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the supposed face Of Burkhalter has leered down at the inhabitants of

Barrollton,

Superstitions end Charms,

The close contact for generatione with the more primitive Negro in
Algbama homes has given the whites perhaps more than their usual share of
superstitions, From childhood on most of them have heard of the various
signa and portmt-n and the methods of ocharming away impending danger,
Adulte scoff publiocly at such superstitions, but under the surface there
are many who cannot shake off the meaning 0f omens they learned from
black mammies Or the pickaninnies with whom they played when they were
young.

In the rural sections the hoot of an owl is a8 portentuocus as 1t was
when Homer sang of Troy., In the Black Belt such hooting is stopped by
twisting the heel O0f a shoe or hanging a crooked hairpin in the chimney
of an oil lamp., Friday the thirteenth, black cats, passing under ledders,
a white horse and a cross-eyed women viewed at the same time - all of
the mynor superstitions are common beliefs.

The home weather prophet etill reads the signs of his fathers in
bark and leaves and the actions of ;u-u and animals, even though he will
1isten garefully t the radio for the government predictions as to cone
ditions, Phases 0f the moon are still watched at plenting time, as they I,

were when mon firet learned that edible seeds and fruits could de grown’

4
7
r

&t their will,
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NESRO FOLELORE.
The folklore of the Negro in the South is generio, not specific,

The homogeneity lacking in the white settlers is found t0 an astoniche
ing degree smong the blacks who were brought in as elaves from many

’ i
‘/ -

A

gections of Africa.
¥hile tribal practices and customs have disappeared with the ade

vantages of education and environment extended t0 the Negro, there are
gtill traces of the ancient beliefs among the oOldsters end even the
younger generation in the country.

Pangers and cruelties remembdered or handed down from days of
savagry, slavery or imprisonment have left more than a mere echo of
protest end fear in thelr lore which even lighted stireets and a fuller
understanding of natural lawe have not yet eradicated, Their super-
etitions are too firmly rooted to be wiped out by a fow generations of

book eduocation,
The fear of death and the ominous warnings that portend its arrival

are 8till fullblown in the smaller communities, where the Negro retains

his naturaslness %0 a large extent, The conjeh man, even in the citiesn,

i8 not wbthout his power, - ,'
Tet this 18 a side not shown to the white, who as a class is not nd.'-

mitted to the inner mysteries, They may confide in a white friend who
hes won complete confidence but not to Ane they merely know by sight,

The clannieshnees 0f the Megro is unbroken, as any hous eholder seeking a
servant who hae failed to appear in the morning ocan testify.
With the moet gentle approach, inquiries in the neighborhood of

the servant's house as t0 the exaot location will bdring blank faces and

& Shake 0f the head, scoompanied by san "I don't know," You may be "The
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Law,” and though the person you seek is not held in especially highsz

esteem, ehe 18 bdlack and therefore is to be protected.,
That i@ simply an aside to illustrate the difficulty of leaming

more then the Negro is willing to tall,

The Undle Remus Pgttern,
Through the Justly popular books of Joel Chandler EHarris the name

0f Unole Remus and his stories have boooms associated with Ceorgia, Howe
ever, the stories do not belong solely t0 Georgias. Alabama children
listened eagerly to Ithc marvelous performances of Bre'er Rabbit and Bre'xn
Fox long before Mr, Harris oompiled his gtories.

They were told them at the knees of thelr black mammies as they
8t00d before flickering fires, Thoy have exolaimed over the astuteness |
of Bre'r Rabbit end trembled at the dangers that beset him when Bre'r
Fox threatened to thfow him in the bramble patchs Many a black rag dol}
has been known as the Tar Baby, derived direotly from that femous figurp
in one of Bre'r Rabbit's meny important encounters,

50 41t i» with other Aatories told by the Negro nurses through
generations to their charges from the Ohio to the Culf, The personifi-
cation 0f the gentler wild things repeate itself again and azein in th‘a
taless They prodbaebly originated with friendly indians when this oauptry
was new, |

Less gomntle were the stories that were whispered to the older
children against the orders of parents, who in their youth had trembled
in delicious fear at "Raw Head end Bloody Bt:-nu...";r

That was a figure that was conjured up in detall by the imagination
It was given the appellation and the mind of the listener was permitted
t0 do the rest, "Raew Head and Bloody Bones” was only a threat to the
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ginner. The pure in heart had nothing to fear from him, but eny reference
especially in the dwilight, was sure to bring a deep soaroching to mh
gure that the soul was free from sin,

n'tonohed upon in WHITE FOLKLORR most of the superstitions of
the Megro were handed on t0 the whites through thie ¢hildhood association

with nurses and playmates,

OOHJBh “m-
The secrecy surrounding the conjeh man extended even to withholding

it from children., He was menti oned dut detalls were lacking, They continue
t0 be,

Tales of what has happened to those who were conjured are ocountless.
Usually they had the love motif, A man would buy a oon:tah to get a rival
out of the wey Or inspire his bdeloved with proper affection for him,

Oonveraoly,r e Jealous woman would seek the elimination of a rival
for swoethoart Or husbaend, The dire happenings that would follow on euch
& oconjuring were whispered sometimes to & favored "ohile.™ It would be &
story of gruesome physical changes in the viotim, such as falling halr,
dropping teeth and body w thering before death took the final toil.

However, all conjuring was not i?étul nor dangerous except to the
purses of those who employed the servioces of the oconjoh dootor, He al-
waye charged end ocharges a8 much as the traffio will bear, And en
explenation of failure 18 done with 80 much ocircumstance and convineing
detall that the client rerely fails to believe that it was much his own f
fault that the charm falled, ‘

A story of a oconjeh dootor's power, o0 often repeated that it may de

included as folklore, is that of the anxious swain who sought aid in -
winning & recaloitrant mmiden,

The oonjeh man prepared the bag (uveually of red flannel ), filled 4%
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with graveyard earth, hair o0f the beloved (tracing to the Yvoodooism
of Africa end Haiti), animal's teeth, bones (supposedly humsn ) and
anything else the doctor's fanoy decided, "

The lover wes given the charm end a set of instructions, which were
to learn what the girl wanted and see that she received it} never to
eross her wighes in any way md t0 stand by for any desires she might
express. The man won his girl end thereby the faith in the conjeoh dootor ¢
was built up beyond shaking,
| Another story dates back to slavery days, whsn a slave 'pnrchaud [
charm that would permit him to "ouss hi® master out™ with impunity.
chmxin pocket, the slave made the test and was rewarded with a tremendop
beating, Eis complaint to the conjeh man met Wi th the explanation, "Man,
what I give yer was a runnin' ehawm. Whyn's you runt®
Pen mgr Plow,

The differences between the white and black raeaces in Alabanma are
in temperament and poeition, whioh latter finds no rancor among the
Nogroes. They have a legend that it was set by their own unwise choioce
genturies apgo.

in that distant day a white man and a Negro were called before a
great Judge, On his dani were a 8ilver shovel and a golden fork, gZlist-

ening in the sun, while beside them woere some paper and a penail,

"Choowse," the judge decreed snd the Negro wae glven first choioce.

He picked up the silver shovel and the golden fork, while the
white men was gled %0 get the pencil and paper,

S0 thus did the Hegro condemn himself to manmal labor, while the
white men worksd with his brains,

E. lage Fables,

Legends have begun 10 attach themeelves t0 places as well as persons
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in Alabana for the Negro. There is the Snake Hole, & small cavern in the
mountal ns i:i the Northweetern portion of the State,

A Nepgro boy one day, many years ago 0f indefinite date, disappeared
in the vicinity of the gavern, A searcher found his body Just inside the
uﬁ:‘_branoe and stooped %o drué if out, when the bhody slowly withdrew into

the hole,
The man drew back and peered in, to see a 00il of an enormous snake

wrapped about the body., He fired end saw the bullet dbounce harmlecsly
from the scales of the serpent, Frightened, he fled and drought other meme
bers of the searching party. When they returned the boy and the snake . e

had disappeardd never % be seen agaln,

Eﬁth Omens.,
The usual superstitions that surround death and warnings of its

approach are all current with the Negro, T0 these he has added ocertein
' sure signs of his own, One 18 that a burned wedding dress means tragedy
for both the bride end groom,
They offer the story of Melissa Beard end Colonel Louie Wells,
both FNegroes, as evidence, Keliesa was t0 marry Colonel and her "white
folks™ had provided her with a beautiful wedding gown, The day before %
the wedding, she pressed the drese and hung it before the fire as she went .
about other tasks, A coal péppod from the fire md before she ocould
@top the resultant blaze, the dress was almoet completely desbttoyed. .r
Friends and relatives bogged Meliesa t0 o0all off the wedding, g_,;‘,
The portent was too unmistaksble, But Meliesa end Oolonel laughed at
their fears and were married at the appointed time,
Several children were born t0 them, but all died from horrible

diseases, The father suffered asoute rheumatism for meny years, while

Melissa died a lingering death from dropay.
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S0 fow Negroes will permit a wedding dreas t0 be anyvwhere noar a fire.
Lven after death has some there are certain proprieties thet must
be observed in grave digging end dburisl, according t0 Negro lore. All
Graves must be dug Zast and West snd the hoad of the corpse could be
t0 the West, Buried North and South the body i "oroesways of the world"
end it ought to face %0 the iget 80 it will not have % Sarn around
when "Cabdriel bdlows the horn,"
The devil is not a religlious symbol of evil wl th the Negro. He
18 2 person of dire power and his realm is adblate Wi th everlaatinz fires,
Birde know Just what it 18 like, mammies tell their white charges,

The robin, for instance, has a red breast because of his dally tripe
to Hell to try to quench the fires with drops of water he oarries in
his beaks The bdluejay is not a édly’ bird, He 48 a familiar of the
devil and sponds every Fridey vith him t0 help rebuild the fires,
This superstition 18 not the black man's alone, boocsuse meny a white .. .«
will tel] you that you never see @r hear a Jaybird on Friday,
The incarnation of the devil will be found in many of the spiritu-
els ¥4 th whioh the Hegro ocomforss himself in time 0f stress Or uses
to uplift his emotions, These spirituals may truly be innu folk songs
in $hat they express fully the racial interpretation of the deity and
his greatest foe, Satan,
This 18 exemplified in the following opening verse of
"De Ship Gwin'ter Land Us On De Bhore™t
: The ship gwin'ter land us on the shore,
There we will live forever more, |
I don't like 014 Satan,
0ld Batan 0n's 1ike me,
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Because I love King Jesus,

Me and Snt:.an oannot agree,
While in the min.L epiritual® are formal in ocontext, there are many
variations during thelr singing by ocongregaetions in churches, Antipho-
nals are freguently extemporaneous end as such unfortunately cannot be

recorded,
Sonss of Pley,

The Negro sings naturally and easily. He 8ings at work eand t-t playe.
Frequently he Just sings. The verse is uounally formless but there are
gertain songes of work and play that have boen dignified by such long
usege that there 18 a gaeral rough form in which they are preserved
and thus beoome worthy of inclusion as folksongs,

Ohildren in the mral comnmunities, both black and white, use
yoerses in thytmio ochant that were Pung & Oentury ego on the plantations
in gamos that show 1little variation,

In hide and seek and eimilar games, the favorite warning of "it"
is the following quatrain:

Bushol er wheat,
Buaslhsl er rye
Dem's ein't hid
Jess holler I }
The equivalent of "Pease Porridge HOt" will be found in the

rhymel |
Kay-roee Nack
Presoed in black,
Silver buttons
All dowma her back,

A dance, now limited to rural eections, was banned among the white

youth a generation ago beocnuse 1% was felt to be a touch dardarioc. It
is known by the colorful title of "Possum-gh-Lah"™ and is danced by
oouples faoing each other, dancing back and forth with gestures and
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poses that at times Srew puggestive, An 1ntogroi part of the danoce is
the repeated rhyme?

Put your hand on your head,
Lot your mind go forward,
Back back, back,
And look at the star.
Shines 80 . brightly.
Ghines 80 brightly.
That'es the Possum-ah-Lah,
The childrsn frequently 4o their own rhyming, making much ehifte
as_sult thelr fanoy, the group following easily the traneitions of the

liador-

Lend Chgnteys,
The work songe, which are reslly chents in rhythm wi th tha rise md’,-

fal1l of a plok or the shove and 1ift of a shovel, punctuated with
hefty grunts in chorus, are more extemporaneous in charaoter than
eny of the other forms,

A song of the Mobile docks, which in 4its dey rivaled the Tooone-
jine™ Jingles preserved by Roark Bradford in his Xississlippi stories,
is still sung thouzh machines have replaced most of ﬂ:o men power 4is
once urged to lsbor, The followdng is the cotton stevedore's chents

Oh, have you ever beon in Kobile Bay?
Roll $hat cotton down,

Rolling cotton for & d1llar a day,
Roll that ocotton down,

'Oh, & pleasant place is Mobile Bay.

- Roll that cotton down,
Where a white men get's a nigger's pw,
Roll that c¢otton down,

The unskilled laborer wko diges with piok and shovel has an

o0casional chantey which is constant in form, such as)
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All de nigger's looking for
Is fat meat and sundown,

The Negro treats his occasional departures from the patch of
righteousness lighxly. Once Alabema leased it® conviots as laborers in
the mines and in those dgys there was a Work song that rant

Police he ocaught me,
Judgze said de fine,

De Clerk write it down;
I'se back in de mine,

Interesting in its philospphy, ie the following verse by Jim
Thomas, one time glave 0f Jemes Roulston, a Mobile Auctioneer noted
for his vit:

Romember, masser, mind this now, the sinfulness of ein

Ia "peanding "pon the spirit that we goes and does it in,

And in e righteous freme of mind we's going to dance and sing

A-fooling like Xing Lavid when he out the pigeon ving.
Colorful Vernaocular,

The diaslecti¢ variations of the Negro's speech have always beon
o0lorful in song and story and he adds to ite qualities by the use of .
gertein words and phrases that convey an import all their own ll.il__
the csse with some French and Sparieh idioms that are not eany of
translation,

Ko glossary 0f the blaock man's vernaoular has been compiled becaumse
80 much of it is purely local it 18 Al fficnlt of oompﬁlaxion. However,
there are some terms which have survived for generatioms, though they
grow less frequent smong the younger Negroes who are finding the more
conventionsl usage of the white fitted t0 their needs with their m-l

larged vocabularies, The following are a fow examples;
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Do you eat mo Or dces I eat myselfY (Do you supply bdoard and

lodging or Just lodging? ).

Burn de' wind (Move rapidlyl.

injoy de bed (Be 111 in bed ),

Meke Po' mouf (Cleim a state of poverty that does not exist),

Pay no mind (lisregard),

My folks (The whites by vhom employed or protected).

Quality (One's folks are always quality as are other

whites who understand the Htgrﬂ; ’

Tol'sble (The condition of health, no matter what degree,

80 long a9 not confined to bed).

PiPDle: piddiing (To work aimlessly; aimless ),

Dierememder (Forget).

Plum’ sight (Good to look at; en amusing person).

fug-oum (How d14 it happen that, Or why did you do 0 and 80Y)

Projicken (Pro jeoting, mweaning fooling with),

Joree, Xobile usage (To flirs). .

Simon-fish (Canned salmon and alweys used in the plural as

"dem simon-fish" ),

Beatenest ( Indesoribable, unequalled, )s

Noratin (Advertise by word of mouth ),

Chunk (Te hurl ).

Other forme that might sound ummsusl t0 unaccustomed ears
heve deen acoepted as a part of every day languiage in the 3tate 80 thab
t0 piock them out as idioms would de elmost impossibdble to the average

perion,

Just as no new folk tales arise, the language is not being

enriched to any great extend by the Negro in these modern days, since
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he hes become an integral part of the general educational movement,
Improvised Work Songs,

dangs of field or road hands resulerly working together out of the
prison farm or highway camps sometimes use thelr lmproviesed work songs
as & moens of cormunication and they are oftan used as a neans of
gonment in regard to their bdosses, working conditione and the weather,
S8inging about 0ld Hannah end her slownesa on a hot August afternoon,
they may be leamenting the leisurely manner in which the sun sets on
their tiresome lebors, when the somotimes appears t0 stand still in the
hegwens, Hannah -yinbonung the sun, seems %0 be quite comwon smong them,
though esch prison develope its own voocabulary for reforence to the lash, .,
the warden the guardes and other painful intimetes, IThese songs eometimes
take a humorous turn, occasionelly causing a gang to bresk into laughter,
where dlcipline ie not too rigid,

Some 0f the =uards hired from outeide the prisons obJect to this
einging on the belief, not altogether unfounded, that prisonere are
singing their plots to escape, or at leant, making fun of their bhosses,
though most of this melody expresses the Hegro's natural love for
rhythn, Often the leader sings the worde along and the gang Joim in W thy
8ome rhytmioc refrain, timed to the stroke of tho pick or other implement
%d th which they are working, ouch asi z,

| Ohs der gals don't love me
Lak dey uee to, 'ungh']
Oh nol 'ungh' ! oh no', "mngh' {

In some’ of the aﬁatn, including Mieeissippi, conviots are guarded
by trusties from among the prisoners of their own rece, These prisons

encourage singing as it spoeds the work, takes the prisoner's mind off
Of his troubles and glves him en outlet to get things "off hie chest”,

The guards are presumed 0 be able t0 understand the el gnificange, if any,

L3
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congenled in v rds or music,

Donth of Folklore,

The eimple tales that have ¢olored exiatence for the generations
aldo become fower, unless captured and put on the printed page. i‘ha_
1ine of story tellers grows thin. widespread education, new modes of

thought and life are responsible Ior the passing.

Jo precerve those logends that &are 80 essential a part of the
history of the people, the chronicler must prepare his reocords with

haste before the @ources have dried,
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