v v
WPA Alabama Writers FProjec
- Short Stories by:
Allen C. Foster, Editor (Bham)




AC, FUEter.

The Calhoun School,

This echocl for colored children at Calhoun Alabasma,(Lowndes
County) ie non esectarian, boarding and day echool ,Thie institute
preparee the colored etudent for college and for life,The echool
had ite origin in the early 908@a. Booker T Vashington'e activitiees |
known ag" The Macedonia Call"inepired two white teachere Mieseses,Charlotte
Thorn and Mabel W, Dillingham to leave Hampton Va, where they vere
teaching and come to Alabama. To theee two women are given the crecdit
ag foundere of the eschool,

A white citizen of Galhoun donated 10 acres of land for the
echool eite, and through the efforte of Booker T Vaghington the negro
citizene agreed to contribute $700,00 toward thie inetitution,

The echool wae opened Oct, let, 1892 under eupervision of Kiesgee
Thorn and Dill ingham, gne latter who remained principal for many

yearg, and ie due much credit for the pnrogress the echool made,

The opening enrollment wae 300 studente, #ix teachere, white

and colored, and the school hag retained a mixed faculty till the
nresent date,

A Board of Trusteee of influenieal men own and/ control the
gchool, It receivee it'e sunport from contributiong and bequeste,
no aid from the State, The institution offers today, Bxtension
coureee, Induetrsl and Academic Depte, -\k alec find the

gechool hae 2000 acree of land shd 24 buildinge. With an enrollment
of 289 etudente lieted for 1937,

Owene Hiestory, Vol-l,
Collection of BDGKlEtEE on
Calhoun School, B8ham Library.




A.C, Foeter,

"Préedman'e Schoole In Alabama™

| In the year 1867 there were 68 white teachere &nd 15 colored
teachers teaching in the eschoole get up by the Freedmen®e Bureau,
The teachere were laborousg,efficient, and msde their instruction
thcrough and accurate aeg far as they could go. _

The negro schoole paseed into the estate system in 1869 (Summer)

The exact number of echoole eset up by this agency cannot be
determined ae the reporte sent in by the offical in charge are
confuejing and the name echool &pnlied to @unday Schoole, private
echools, and claseses taught by individuales , The name,day and
night eschoole appear on the on the Bureau Reporte eent in to
Waghington,and not the actual number of echcoole holding classes
for a gpecified term, ¥Bese repor® commot be conesidered correct,

Thie effort toward education doeeg not lock ag though it wae
a total failure, for some of the Agenciee who received aid from
the Preedman's Bureau have continued to carry on in the ¥Field of
colored education in Alasbama, And it might be stated that the
succege of those agencies waeg dependent on the Freed'man'e Bureau

at one time,

Autcbiography of Oliver C(tie Hc
Howard, Volz,
Public School Educaticn in Ala,
Veekg, U.S5, Bureau of Educstion
Bulletin 1215=- #l=,

Black Reconetruction in America,
DU—BOiE. P-493l

Civil ¥W&ar and Reconetruction in Ala




AsCo FDBtEI‘.

"Jul iet Ann Hopkineg"

Hopkins- Juliet Ann (Opie)., Ccnfederate Heroine born May, 7th,
1818, at Vioodburn, Jefferson County Va, Died March 9th 1890, at
Vasghington D,B, Her parents were Lindsey and Margaret Cpie, family
traced back to many notable Bnglishmen,

Her early education wag from private tutcre at home, She later
attended Miee Ritchie's School at Richmond Va, At the age of 16 bwing
fotthe death of her father she left eschool to manage his estate and
glavee, In May 1837 ghe married Commander Alexander George Gordon U,S,
Navy, at her home Wocdburn, Her first husband died and she was married
4g2in to Hon, Judge Arthur Francie Hopkins & notable Alabama Statesman,
Thies marriage wae performed Nov, 4th, 1854 in New York City,

At the outbreak of the Civil Var she wae sant from her home 1in
Mobile Alabama to Richmond Va, establiehing a Alabsma Hospital in ———
_— that city, She worked with untiring effortes in the hoepitale and ~~
= on the battlefielde for four yeare durinzg the war, At the Battle

of Seven Pineeg ghe was wWounded twice and ae a result of this was
glightly lame in one leg the reet of her life, Selling most of her
nroperty in Alsbama, Va, and N,Y, 8he gave nearly $500,000, to the
cause of the Confederate Stateeg, These deede caused her to be known
ag the Florence Nightingale of the Confederacy,

On Feb, 22, 1873 she wag honored by a Silver Service presented
by the“Mobile Rifles’. Her face appnears on the $50, and <5¢ issueeg of
Alabama State money, At her death she wae buried with military honore
in Arlington Cemetary VWsehington D.C, attended by a deljigation of
Al sbama Congreess, e

Owene Vol-l
Newvepaper Clippinge- B'Ham Library,.




March <let, 13932 Alabama wae vieited by the woret catastrophe

in the History of the State according tc the newepavers, The greatest
tcll taken by thie tornado was at Northport Ala, Tuecalocsa Ccunty,

Thie agent of deetruction came cut of the south ewooped down at the

nortn end of the Wwarrior Biver bridge which connecte Tuesecalcoga and

Northport, The path of the turnado was a little east of the main businees

dietrict, and extended down Bridge Street and out Watermelcen Road

for a dietance of about four milee, In it'e path c¢f deetruction it

left <8 pecple dead and 200 injured besidee destroying thousands of

dollare worth of property, Ml eemminss

Birmingham Newe,




A.C. Foster,

Burrell Nommagl School.

The Burrell Nomsal School wag firet onened at Selma
Al abama, in 1866 with an enrollment of 200 students, This col-

ored educational institute wae made pcesible through a gift of

$10,000, by Jabez Burrell of Oberlin Chio to the American Kiee-

ionary Aegocaticn and was built in the Selma dietrict because
the educational outlock for the negro in thie digtrict 1lcokaed

hopelese,

The school wae turned over to the City of Selma in
1878, later to be taken over again by the American Missionary
Agspocation,A fire destroyed the echool in 1886 and the land vasg
gold to the City in 1898,

In 1893 The Burrell Normmal School wae conetructed at
Florence Ala, being located on College Street three blocks from
the City Hall, it occupiee the creet of a 1low hill and enjoye a
eplendid view of the river, Funde from the esle of the old echool
property at Selmas, were used to carry thie on, The plane and
conetruction were drawn up &and esupervieed by Joseph Fletcher,a
graduate of Talladega College . The building ies a two etoyy brick etructure

Florence wse eelected ag the gite for the school on
account of the interest and encouragement the committee from the
smericsn Mieeionary Asegocation were greeted with while lcoking
over Alasbama for a sgite for the echool, The Mayor and eseveral

prominent citizens purchaeed and donated the site fcr the echool,




A,C, Foster,

Burrell Nomal School.

Benj.F. Cox waes the school's firet principal and he is
given credit for giving the schodl it's cultural slant he being a
man of artietic tempemmente, The grounde were planted with shade
treee and beautiful flower gardens, there was algo an aquarium,

It wae one of the early show places of Florence and something the
to¥n wae proud of,

The scheool offered primary, intermediate, and high school
treining, a nommal dept; wae aleoc maintsined, Music,Art, and
industry training =sess were later added,

The echool had Geo, White ag it's next orincipal
who guided it's destiniee for the next 83 years with great

advancement, One of hie firet venturee wasg to hold & Farmers

Inetitute at the echcol yearly, being aeseieted in this by the

other colleges over the south, Playe and musicales were given
at the school , At one time when cultural opportunities were

not ae sbundant ae today the echool became a center for both

racee whno loved the beautiful,

Cne of the outetanding producte of thie institution
today ie Homer Smith,who with hie quartert may be heard onm
Sundays at ncon from Radio City, N,B.C, Network, (Southernaires)

The echool wae turned over to the public school

eyetem of Florence, in the fall of 1937, and is nuw a colored junicr
high echool,
Bibl iographer,
Kieeionary Hearld at home and abroad,

bov,1937, Commiseioner for foreign Misesione,
Boeton Maegs,




Mudd, %“illism Swearigen,

Born -« Bimmingham Als,
BeS, Degree, U of Ala, 1906,
LoLeB, Uof Va, 1908,
Admitted to Alabsma Bar- 1908, Practiced law until 1913,
Actively identified with Real Estate, Theatre, hewspaper and Hotel
bugineeg eince 1913,
Presidente Tuscsbooes Newe, Gadeden Timee, Rome (Ga) Tribune,.
Author-"The 01d Boat Rocker",
The Prodigal Hag Returned« And How? , Short otory.
The 0ld Boat Rocker- Bheered and wse Cheered by Coneervatives
seattle to Key \est,

WVho'e Vho in America,
A.N, Earquie Co,

Birmmingham Age Herald, 5=16=36




Miller Reese Hutchison (Inventor and Engineer)

6, 1876, at Montrose, (Baldwin County) Alabama.

lon in lMobile schools. Attended Marion Military
1891-923 University
12=-953 Dggree 1in Electrical
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 1897.
Outstanding inventions: Electric Tachometer; Acousticon; Massaconj
(Latter two for deaf persons) Klaxton horn for autos.
engineer advisor for Thomas A. Edison.
He was also/Chief Engineer, 7th and 8th lighthouse districts,

during the Spanish American War.

Ref: Owen's History off Alabama

Who's Who in America, 1934=35-36-37 editions

5 -

A.N. Marquis Company.
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erence of The Yetihiodlist Episcopald Churcii, SOULle | wing 10 TLhe gevere

times and the embarrassment brought on by the ¢ivil war the properiy was

sold in 1862, but The conference repurchased it and renewed the chuarter

in 1872. Tn this instance the name of the ccllege was changed 1o The

bama conference Female College, a name which it carried for the next 57

years. In 1909 through the consolidation of their educational activities

The 2lab.ma and ¥yorth aAlaban

jouth , aided by donations and grants made by the citizens of Montgomery

v1abuma removed the sbhool to yontgomery. This time it was established
under the name of womans college of Alabama. Tn 1935 on account of the
confusion of the name with that of The state yomans college at pontevallo
rlasbama it was changed to puntingdon College honoring The Countess of

Funtingdon who was amonqithe first persons to side with the wesleyan

yovement. Tuntingdon college had 469 students enrolled in 1937.

rwens History veol, 2. p=1413
Huntingdon College Bulletin
:' X Cll l%:-}? . I-"-l::ﬂ-

".la_

ma conference of The mMethodist Episcopal Church



that we can build our tour wordage, and at the
same time add an interesting section to the Alabama Guide by the

addition of what could be designated as the "Tiregrass-Black Telt

ecking over t?f e State map for some other material

state Highway 10 which crosses Alabama from

tance 1s approximately

route are: Abbeville, Brundidge, Troy,
Luverne, and G nvi West of Greenville the tomns are all
smaller, Camden, Dixon's Mills, and Butler being on the route.
Much of the interest in this tour would lie in the farm and
timber lands of the section and the ways they are used,
Enough history could almost certainly be localized on and

State 10 to balance the present agrarian interest.
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: .'1-[‘..:. EﬂGEter.
Newg Chronclogy.
1938,

oy ' ' - : (& o o

Ean ;Lﬂt—tuwut, AAA ;’H.LL g“g"}"‘* 'Bt'ﬂ)'n. .ﬂﬂ_.yy‘:{ 3
University of ulaba;aiféotbailffgam defeatedaby uhlvcr=1t} of California
" .
M‘!ﬁ?m:-ﬂ&mﬁﬂg—mm, Shormo ba o bocan G

Jan, 20, 1938,
Alabama Supreme Court rules voting machines weed-duringAlabansel-eetions

11l eg £ » | T v - ' _
l—'l e'—lal L:__ Cl'a.“l__ -L-"\.._i 'T_"__L__L( -.J' ﬁ? ‘l‘ -.-. f"- { f-'-n i — f"“ ) 1 r‘. ™~

Feb, let, 1938,
Alabama Unemployment Commiseion isesues firet unemployment benefit check,

Feby—o—3086

n— — o

The ueather-recording-—Tor thi®T UZIE _£00 Ned... me._ ggmer ture to b& I =~
degreee S hove-homal- iﬁ“fﬁf*'IﬁnlL'hﬁm pietrict,

March let, 1938,

P — : .
The Blectro=lMetallurgical Company EtaTtﬁyiiﬂifal work cn the ®ailroad
right of vay for ite plant site in the vic 1klty of ehefllelu Ala,

fﬂé&;hée Company, 2 subeidiary of The Union Carbide Co,
ﬁﬁ,'JZr,J’jC).""’rgl-:ant near sheff 1{:1%:)&& Pﬁ-ﬂms

R,
xe 14 R3S

—

el _thie _date $717,7993Q0 hag 1€
to the unemploved,by fhe Alabama Unempl oyment

——— il el - I 2 Bl B, gt A P s —

April, <, 1938,
--"_' r
[ AN DK

broken r?-%ntf—~&+ﬁJ% JDV.uJT vee for the amge-Tri-Cities

t Huecle Shoal!J pan the TEnL, River at—thet—
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| In the Southern Slav Lountry Dalmatia wihich has & population

,‘_,.-’

of 96% Serbo-Croats and of these BU% are of tne Catholic religion ug
—— /
the customs g (nhristimas are in many ways Lne same as8 tnose in

- {

manyv df'fag_ﬁrovincea of Yugoslava,|The people celebrate Cnristmas

according to the date of the old Juliunjzﬁlandar . 4n Dalmatia
S -

v WL 4 o { _,"f -
«&n the day vefore Christmas t..l.? mén of 4w family rise before aawn

and drive a team of oxen to the woods to get the Yule Log.Tnis
Baduyak (¥.le Log) must pe a young oak and is selected witn care.
lhe cutting of the tree is performed wita a ceremonial, Shersign
of the cross is made before tne axe touches Lhe tree Lrunk and tae

tree must fall to the east,tne vougns not contacting those of anotlaer

ap—

tree or bad luck will follow the coming yﬂarQWJ&u the men retumm
to the village Lhey are greeted with songs and pistol shois,
That evening the log: 1s placed in the fireplace with one end

extending toward room, the small branches are used Lo sweep
} 2 |

the chimney corners,/\It is the custom for the head o:“jhtvfamﬂy

to empty a cup of wine and throw some grain on the Baduyak
with a wish ‘ lenty of wine and grain for the coming sea-

son. W mothers scatter straw about the floor in memory of the

el —

]

tén., . only ish onions beans and wh reac Lhls nligns
) ] ’ o

it 1s considered bad lack to allow the Bapduak to burn out and
- /
someone must keep watch all night.\|\Ppn Christmas a fire is bullt
whole suckling pig is roasted on a spit, R
4
The neighbors greet cne another with JMir loziyi\ Hristos se

r;iiL- God's ?Eq;:‘, cnristv 1s bornl Everyone

&

on® else three times and :,rb;Te\all & quanrfels an

T =

““Yferences M the past year, An old Croatian belief is that

angels pacs over the springs touching them and making them

e




-\

:

pure.At dawn girls go to thesg springs and fountains with

g

pitchers to @1\_1’.&36[" before filling them thev throw

basil and grain“in the water, with a wish for cleanliness
= A =S y & 1 La 4 - ) : < . - [— : . 2
anc a pien Ltiful harvesti, - L water drawn 1is used in

makKing the Christmas Cake into which a coin 1s Dbaked, At

dinner the cake is divided and the one whose

-

i )
# -

he coin is-waee to have good lucwfbua&—&xyfj:ﬂ




rFoster.

The first star appearing in the sky on Christmas Lve deno.es

—
\

the termination of a strict fast which has been ouserved 'W-w*

Bulgaria for two weceks pracJZZing Cnristmas kLve. At tLhe dinner taat
night the chief ceremonial food is Kravail, & round cake which tae
eldest daughter of the household aecorates witn a lignted candle

and the figures of a bird,flower ana a cross. This cake 1s placeu 1in
the center of the table surrounded oy otner festival foods. Prior

to the ainner there is the burning of incense and offering of prayer.
Then the father and motner raise a loal of oreau over Laeir neaas
saying: may our wheat Lrow as nign as tnia“.ﬁiollowing tais tne acaas
of the family each break a piece from the loaf. The one wno gsts tas
larger piece is supposed to nave good luck for thne coming year.
Christmas Day in Bulgaria is begun witnh a long churcn service and

the children receive gifts from Koleda, the ancient Winter @Rod.
ntdid S ﬁorning'before uraakfaa%yuneat is put into a stocking

and sprinklef on the doorsteps by tne head of tae family.

While doing this he says "Christ is bornA tne otner members of

i T
the family answer " he is oorn inaeed, lpen,6 sparks are struck f
p e 4.5 4 . A ’F:}
from the yule log,"m a -mn/ W each Dlow, " healtn to tane farm o
and a good crOp“}rPne ashes from the log are tnen galnered ana a
{_#
coin hidoen among tnem with a wisa for an acunaant aarvesti. o ;t’
A A

lhe Traditional Bulgarian caristmas includes roast pig and nruﬂﬁfizu

or blood sausages for the dinner,




Christmas in Italy (Venice)

Burke

The Presepio is the principal feature of an Italian
Christmas. It is a miniature representation of the birthplace
of Christ, showing the Holy Family --- Joseph, Mary and the
infant Jesus in the manger --- or, more frequently, the manger
awaiting the infant. This is a doll that is brought in later,
passed around that each person in the room may pray before it,
and issde then solmnly deposited in the manger. There are angels,
and other figures several inches high, carved in wood,:pré;Zily
colored and - -iatroduged. to-please the -owners-tasis.HUlERaai
The Presepio is made as expensive as its owner can afford, and
sometimes much more so. Those who have a Preseplo receive guests

to pray before it, and strolling musicians to sing before it.

There are no evergreens used in either church or home trimmings,
but flowers, natural or artificial, are used instead. Soon after
nkne O'clock the people, young and 0ld, leave their homes for
some church in which the Christmas Eve @ervices begin by ten O'clock.

Presents are drawn from the Urn of Fate, a custom common to

many countries. As the parcels are interspersed with blanks, the

drawing from the Urn creates much excitement and no little

P )
ﬂdiaﬂﬁpaintﬁonz among the children, who do not always understand
/

that there will be a gift for each ondnotwithstanding the blanks.




1 <8 Foster,

Christmas Customse in other Couatries,

s

-

S ———

In France there is no set national custom as to the celebration

Oca

of Christmas, In the cities there is a feeling of solemnlt{)m_erfluss

are held in all the churches, Along the main boulvards)tus shops /

- “ﬂj"‘
,@a LD}'“ and sweets, This dl::pld.y is in prepar‘atlon for the cele=~
o6

—

/N

bration and giving gifts on New Years Day, which is a time of

"

great hilarity in¥Frz=hees |[In Lhe Provinces eom—ohriebmes Lilere is

usually a family celebratioﬁiund where the German influence is felt

one may find a Christmas tree. In some of the Dtler provinces a

yule log 1s the center of 1“Lc;EaL.'{ﬁ_fﬂt‘E_TE?TEF—QFO¥+ﬂOGG nis i
-'::: th,'._,' b-____,..- '# i

log is believed to have strange powers, children leave their shoes

A

:

x9 . | _ . -
near #ﬁﬂnﬁ.iq=i-3 nlth the hope that they will be filled with sweets,

F A

A uaying in these sections is¥ Do not sit on the Yule log for if you {

J -’

do you will experience such pain that you will not be able to eat |
| |
any dinner?, %{ehildran build the Creche, a representation of

the Holy Manger and gather stones to form a hillside which 1s cover-

#
ed with a substance 1 ‘esemble . Overhead there 1is a star shi-
ning on tiny figures of shepherds and their flocks, Instead of the
_ ; AA A _;;-_;..J-wh)}-u.
Merry Caristimas greelling we-nesar Noel on every uwongue,

In Germany the Christmas tree is the center of all festivities,
cvery family has at leasl one, Bome have more, There are special
groups who furnish these trees to the poor. The tree is decorated

|
very much like the ones in the Uulbed Lgt 1EJ$uder the tree usually |

}.-r'-rf-hf-,.l."ef’t_. ¢ f("f:i” 184 Of -
are f 8 of the Manger and“Holy 1 auilj. Giftis are Drought by
s
l

Kris Kringle}nﬁo travels about on Christmas Eve i.aquiring about the ’
conduct of the children for the past yeanrg/fihen thought neces sarj he

leaves a switch for the coming ycari:hriatmaa Eve 1s the time for the ,
am—G
i___;/_\."j_..
distribution of gifts, On the following mordin%J;arvice,

f ]

are held in the churches, These people closely connect the Christ |




Foster.

Jhilq with their celebration, having gspecial thought for the

ﬁf\-—‘tkh-—-l—‘\ L : L
poor, inviting them to their homes to partiake ol food and gifts,

in ;paigba: in most other countries of Southern ‘uorpﬁ>tha
celebrations are of a different nature, the mild climate enabling
the people to hold most of their festivities ¢ in the open,
Dancing is the keynote of the holiday ;eazagjand in this countr{J
as earlyhaa December ld’f} young people begin to practice so they
will be at their best on Christmas Eve, On that night there 1is
dancing everywhere, the streets are crowded with shoppers and
people watching the dancers., The stores are well stocked with
turkeys, fruits, dates and olives, At midnight all hurry home

—

in order to go in family groups to liiﬁgight Mass,the churches
are beautifully dacorated}and the priests wear robes that are
worn only at this time,vAfter Mass the people go once more into
the streets, dancing and celebrating until dawn.There are no ser-
vices on Chrisimas Ea{)but on Jan, &qiijaifL: are exchanged,

The Three ise Men take the place of Santa Claus in Spain,

Instead of a ;nr':Lma4/Tfae every family hau/?ﬁhu representation

of the Holy Manger,
In Scandinavian Countries ( Nopway and Sweded) it is a
custom to feed the birds during the Yule Zeason, Everywhere, tied

to the tree branches and tucked in odd fence ccrnars’are bunches

-

of oats and wheat that have been placed therg by the children for
Lirdnd bood
LA CRAY Iz’ .

the birds who have much trcuble;dnring the severe cold monthgs)

mieiritiiirg-ooty In these countries the Christmas felebration starts
e -[‘JP- i
on Christmas Evi, a special supper is prepara%Cfn—tntsrnfgh&-—-
4 PV R '[."
At Lthis su_ per age~old dishes are served, thee® foudsryﬁe full of

traditions that have been handed down from one generation to the

Otliler.
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Sea food is ke outstanding dish for this ocassion . The
,,_-—"'"'H h-n.
hou&elwife spends many days baking, cleaning and scrubbing, so

the entire house is bright and shining for ,nristna On
. &kam

Christmas trees are gingerbread goats and pig&,ryheﬂe—ﬂﬁe bought

from the peasants. After the dinner on Christmas Eve the pr65¢nt$

J.g, i+ :F 7 N
are distributed. Some of the presents are hidden ,ows> he)?ﬂiﬁ

on :hristmasjﬁ{}ulng there 1is a

the children may search for them,

church service attended by the older peoule, i 1s a more
\

serious ocassion, The second Christmas on the following day is a
| AVt 214
time of revelry, everyone *Difx in the dances and games which
sometimes cullinate in a large ball on Jan. 62’2 It is thought
the custom of Kissingobeneath the mistletoe originated in the
>candinavian Lountries, It was in these that mistletoe was dedi-
cated to the Love @oddess, Frigas There were to be as wmany kisses

as berries on the mistletoe,

In Ireland Christmas is a time of great merrymaking and

re joicing., The=geswded Irish hospitality is doubled at this time.

As fir trees are scarce in Ureland ,there are very few Christ-

.
F

mas frees, The homes are attractively decorated with holiday

greens, The goose is the center of dinner for Christmasghand

in every home there is an abundant supply of various beverages,

The Irish exchange gifts on Christmas Lay}and many of the chil-

dren carry out a unique MR idea before Christmas 1in going

from home to home carrying a wren in a cage atop a long pole,
singing songs and collecting giftd,

In Hungary ,December 6!!’.15 the original Santa Claus
day for the children, In many of the villages St, Nicholas,
in his bishop's rabei)goes about with an attendant (a devil)

and distributes rewards to the children according to LhEirﬁng?-

- — — = = - ———




conduct for the past year, Many children leave their boots or
shoes on the window sills,apd in these he leayes either small . ;
OLCoarvdeng 1o Lack ch ) 's NCond. 61 Cgéu-"«j,y

or a birch roéfhjnnistma: in Hungary lasts two days,

each a legal holiday, During this period church bells ring

continnoualy.\zii‘akpearance of the first star on Christmas

Lve denotes the dinner houge At this dinner traditional dishes

are served, mainly cabbage soup, fish, cakes and nuts, also

small dumplings sprinkled with sugar,and poppy seed known as

"Boba jka', All families who can afford & have a tree and
v A )

preceeding Lhﬁéﬁmeal the) assemble around it)and after a short
f?

prayis distrubute the gifts, At midnight there is a mass at the

church attended by the entire family group, During the Christ-

mas Feason groups of gaily clad children go about the village
' AN

A a mina-

ture :nangejmﬁwith figures or marionettes which

reenact the Christ Story, These figures represent the 501%/7

streets singing carols and carry

Family, The shepherds, and The Three Kings. On Jan, Bﬁﬁf the

three kings follow the star tarough the Hungarian Jéuntry:ide

= = w
_—

carrying in their hands long sticks with bells strung on t,_'r‘nam‘J

With which they beat time as they walk onward singing, The Star

carried along in front of the Three Kings on a long pole,

The Syrian Christmas Season begins on December Q,f, whic h

s 3t., Barbara's Ldy) and lasts until Jan, 6.‘. christmas Eve

§
g?fgyria 18 not a time for fun and celebration, It is a season
of prayer and worship, Pilgrimages are made from Syria to

Bethlehem to attend the chureh service there,Christmas Day and

the day following are spent quietly at home, New Yeanks Day in
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- -

this country is the time for celebrations, en——ﬁ-hﬁﬁﬁaygifts
>
are exchanged and children go from door to door wiih New
AP
Greetinaiﬁﬁﬁﬂ.receiﬁq candles and money. The Syrian

doe ot look to santa Claus Ifor 51ft§, the camel is

Qo€ I
and before going to bed on New Year's Lve
out a bowl of water and a dish of wheat for the camel.

o

According to legend PQ#G camel was the youngest of those
/

bearing the wise men to the cradle of the Christ Child and
-

- -

it fell down exhausted by the strenous journey, The Christ

>hild blessed it and conferred immortality upon it, In the

o hd
febanon district it is a magic mule instead of a camel,

The people eof Seotland, who never observed Christmas in

0
former years,celebrate 1t tloday very muchabire—=ame—as Lhe

English, There are church services and dinners fr—Seebiantd—

, but the main day of celebration derimg—tnire—
‘ rov Ll
—See=onl is New Year's , On this Eve every, ews+¥e of the family
- T S—— Ol ﬂﬁf'f'

/ .
__circte tries to be present ebt—bhée—home IoOr iha'di;nigiwh¢0h———

on Christmas

A\
4o ETd oW Toarte—-ave—, Presents are distributed en—bireé—
oA
_Dégirt and many parties held, Every household has the fullest
~

stoeck of meat and all manner of cakes, confections, wines and

whi sigfe® ()
4

In FortugaljJan.ngg; is the day for Christmas Celebraté

AL
ions, Bands of carolers go a‘uoutﬂ the towns and villages

singing greetings and begging gifts, Family groups visit from

house to house, The carolers beg admittance to the homes to

sing to the Christ Shil?fgkber being admitted they sing spece
f-"

i

jal songs and are entertained with wines and food, On this day

-

)
there are great festivals for the cnildre?gﬁifta are exchanged

and mapgy of the mothers give pdrti:?Zfﬁr-tﬁt“fﬂTfﬂﬂﬁﬂ‘ For

Lhese parties a bolo-Rei, or special Epiphany cake is baked,
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m,______.____m__?
it‘iﬁjkﬁfﬁ cake =re—ihédden various amulets or fortune telling

:1 'L.j- .t.-h {f{"{ '_ L'“"_f 4 .
trinketitgna a single dried lima beang The child who gets the

plece of cake containing the bean promises to furnish the cake

for the party the following year,

T S o AP T R iyt rag On the night of December 24-
_"Ij,_; UL N Bt E_,:__,[_;‘- °S _
—ifR—fieeerTTineew where—thite—biype~of Christmas 1ia nbservea@
- /\

Christkindli, or the Christ Ghild)is sald to make the village
rounds in a sleigh drawn by reindeer and loaded with toys,
gifts}anﬁ beautifully decorated ;hristmaaﬁé}ees for the chilgﬁ-—'

—~gften and family, On this night the family | atniﬁearo ind the

o

i
Christmas Tree to sing carols and listen to the reading of

the Nativity Story, s ihis—Simessss presents are distribut-

A 4'?:.,{.
ed and all make merry time for the midnight mass at the

church.lChriztmaa Day marks the beginning of winter sports
9] oo :

such asy skiing, sledding, and tobogganing, In some vicinites

superstitions Eﬁﬁist regarding the miracles of Christmas Eve,

It is thought that young people wishing to foretell the future

should drin k from nine different fountains while the mid-

night church bells are ringings Dumb annimals are thought to

be blessed with human speech during the midnight hours and the
.
S

housewife clips the ciiiclﬂ:ﬁn/:: wings between eleven and twelve v' Lok
that night so her fowls may be saved from beasts of prey,

In Greece on the night of December <448, groups of boys
who carol of Christ's birth go from door to door in the towns

and villages, They are rewarded with gifts and coins and when

-
a householder is not so generous with them they sing amus-

-

ing verses regarding the stinginess he mantains, Christmas

ot il © ey
Day 1n Greece is a day when Lhana_an&-ma“j family reunions
LL.AJJQS_
and merrymak ,1 In some parts of the country the mothers

make tenganites, or fried cakes,while the children watch in-

-




wide-eyed wonder and shiver over tales of the Kallikanaroi,
Accorfling to old folk belief these half-human and half
monster beings wander about on the twelve days between

¥
&

christmas Eve and Eplphany, attempting Lo work mischief

children pu u hel shoes on Christmas
the{will be filled with giftis, On the next
F

m°m1ng '1'-‘l'.iC.". 1-: .,5I‘i£t:£4d-
he rest of the
few parties are ever held

Christmas Celebration takes ple n December 265, at this time

-

™

relatives visit and many partlies and feasis are given., This
Jan. 13, Dusissgs
2
LA & J - -
LhPe-weriad breakfast is the gay tremllwswes ncal of the day,

-

festival season lasts from December 26th, jddd

One may see at these breakfastfjlong tables decorated in the
o

holiday spirit and spread with thirty or foriy Gesermener—"

Kinds of hot and cold dishes, Strong drinks accompany these

morning meals and aid to make the@@ feasts gala ocassions,

The Chinese ore on New Years, instead of Christmas,
'his day like our Eas 18 regulated by the moon and it gen=
falls about the last of Feb. On this day they exchansl——

and e

eal meal
should be allowed

principal food for &i
l.r ¥ - - fﬂ@

" N 5 -+'LF‘1*_
variely of dumplings,,wistsh are, m Lo
[ 4
. [ nuddine 1 e p O N
r;lud-rl. ‘J:JLA':].HJ-.LLJL';I 1-_.! tu L;ic -J.-L'rl l-.';.:_.mi.li. -

e p—




—8- Foster

ey also believe that all their §ebta should be paid before

New Years and several days before,they erect stalls or store

n

o
H
O
ot

(r
€ b
O
(o

L41]

treets offering W personal belongings for sale
s0 they may settle their debtis, Some .of the men dﬁpuu in garments

of red cloth for the New u:.:.r"f others go m wading knee deep

- — .-—-ri—_gﬁ—_h--—_-*' ';I‘— - S—
[

in red paper. m the man has been fighti

devils, In China it is not considered good ,ur“ to dun'a person

-
i

T e
on ihls day, but the creditor may a“ro;mm Ve
et be 4% o
: a lighfed lantern-and FG]HE;LtLLE debt be paid, Y.

signifies that the New [Years dawn has not arrived;
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Philip Sawyer.

This famous architect was born in New London Conn. in 1868

Much of his time while a young man was devoted to the study oﬂéng-

ineering.He was connected with the U,3, Geol, Survey, division
of N,M, which was the beginning of his career as an engineer,
He later took up the study of architecture at Columbia University,
chool of Beaux Arts and received his degree there, In 1895 at which
time he was connected with the firm of McKim, lead and White New
York architects he was married to Miss Mildred Conway of that City.
Within the next few years following he became a member of
the firm of York and Sawyer Firm Architects, This firm has designed
many of our fine Government and Public Buildings., They were Con=-
sulting Architects for the United States Treasury Department from
1909 till 1913, In the designing of a public building lr. Sawyer
believes it should not be designed to create the maximum interest
this year or next but should be useful and equally acceptable for
many years to come, That they should certainly be practical in
their planning and lightinaénd the space should be well adapted
to its purpose. He also is a firm believer in the fact that no
government employee should be allowed to fecel that he could work
under betlter conditions in rented quarters,than in those constructed
and owned by the Government, City or County.Ancther point in the
designing of public buildings brought out by Mr. Sawyer is that
they should be designed so as not to offset the surrounding str-

uctures to a great extent,
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The Federal Building of Birmingham which is four stories hi-
exterior built of limestone and the interior of Alabama
has graceful Ionic Columns running almost the entire length
block on the Fifth Avenue side., This building is recdhized
as being one of the most beautiful specimens of public buildings
architecture in the country. The firm of York and Sawyer acted as
consulting architects when the plans were drawn for this stiructiure
about 1909.

In 1931 the Firm of York and Sawyer were consulting architect5
fop the Department of Commerce and one of their most outstanding
achievements was the Department of Commerce Building at Washington
D.C, There was Keen cumpéLian over the country as to who was to
design this building but the plans of York and Sawyer were finally
decided upom and in this fine building the 1ideas af‘YorK & Sawyer
have been carried out according to their plamn of what a public

building should be architecturally,

n .
Other aclievements of this firm have been, Pershing Square

Building,New York, New York Historical Society Building, Childrens
Village,Dobbs Ferry; The Royal Bank of Canada Montreal, First
National Bank Building Boston, the Federal Buildings Honolulu,

and many of the buildings at University of Michigan, Vassar,
Middlebury and Rutgers Colleges,

Who's Who in America, 1934-5,
p-iiuB’?-

The Architectural forum,p-257

.dt‘_:l.ita. 1931-

r. J.E, Lewis Bldg. Suptl.

Federal Bldg. B'ham,

Architectural Forum July, 1932

p=97,
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| l The Vine snd Olive Colony in Alabams,

After Napoleons defeat at Vaterlco and banishment to St, Helena
a decree was issued in France July 26, 1815, charging many of his former
army officere and supportere with treason, About 300 of theee fled France i
snd came to Thiladelphia in 1816-17, E
The United Statee Govermment on March, 3, 1817 gave these people
a grant of 144 equare milee of land at the confluence of the Tombigee and
Hlack Warriocr Rivers, ;cmgrieing a nart of the preesent Marengo County,
Agente of these Frenchmen eselected thies egite thinking it suitable for the
cul ture of clivee and vineyards, gince the climate and geography Saemed
gimilar to that of parts of France, According to the terme of the grant
they were to cultivate the vine and olive, aleo at the end of 14 years
were to pay the Federal Goverrment $2,00 per scre for the land,
Noted personagee included in theee Bonapartiste were ; Col, Ragul
who had acecmpanied Napoleon to and from Elba, L,Allemand brothers who
later founded Camn d' Aeile in Texse, Gen, Count Bertrand Clauesel who
nad commanded at Bordeaux and Lefebvre Degnouettes former Aide de Csmp 1t0O
Napoleon, The latter became the leader of theee ccloniste after their
cgecape to the United Statee,
Sociasl functione were carried on by these French in Karengo County
eimilar to thoee of the cld French Court during Napoleon'e time, Many
amueing talee have been told regarding theee ladies and gentlemen of
Fobil ity during their sttempt at settlement in Alabama,
After many hardehipe experienced by these coloniete in getting
their homee built and lande cleared It wae diescovered that mcet of the

lande they had improved were not in their survey, The climaste also proved

not to be eatiefactory for the cultivation of olivee and vineyarde,




The finsl disheartening blow came when they heard of the death
of Napoleon in 18<1, During all their struggle to establieh thie colony
in Alabama, they had in mind,to effect an escape for Na,oleon and to
bring him to their settlement in thie country. loet of the gettlers
degerted the colony after Napoleone death eome returning to France,
othere ecattered to different parte of thie country. Decendante of
& few of these French géttlers remain in the vicinity today, In a

garden at Demopolies ABabama today there stande an olive tree one of

the laet remindere of the Vine and Olive Colony attempted by thoese

Bonapa rtiestse,

Bonapartiete in aAlabama Canebrskes,
Hudeon Stroude
P=l8«<l, P55,

Travel Magszine
Aoril 1958,
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