WPA Alabama Writers Project
FOLKLORE
Talladega County, #2




v -
B L E‘ib-‘* I' W

Page (1)

Legend Dealing With psreek ¥istory.
At & eertain time the Earth opened in the west,where its mouth 1s.The
Farth opened and tha.Craaka eéame out of its mouth and settled near by.rut
the Earth beeame angry and ate up their ehildren :therefore they meved
futher on.but & part of them turned baek to the plaece where they had been
and settled there.Their ehildren nevertheless were eated by the Earth,so
dissatisfied they Jjourneyed on.They eame to & thiek,muddy river,rested,
eamped there and spent the night.lhe next day they eame to & red bloody
river.They lived by this river and ate itse fish for two years but they
wandered on to the end of this river and heard a noise like thunder.
As they sapproached they saw a red smoke,a mountain that thundered and on
the mountain was & sound of singing.mere they met people of thrse nations
From the East & white fire eame to them whieh they would not use.-Fromthe
South eame & blue fire but they neither used this also from the West eame
& fire whieh was blaek nor would they use that.,At last ¢ame a fire from
the North whieh was red and yellow.This they mixed with & fire they had
taken from the mountain and this is the fire they use today,and this tog
sometimes msdinge At this time there was a bird of large size,blus in eolor
with & long taill and swifter than an eagle whieh eame every day and killed
snd ate their people.They made an image in the shape of & woman and placed
it in the way of the bird.The dird earried it off,and kept it & long tiws
and then brought i1t baek.They left it alone hoping it would bring forta
something.After a long time & red rat eame forth from it and they believed
the bird was the father of the rat.They took eouneil with the rat how to
kill ite father .Now the vird had & bow and arrow:so the rat knawed the
bow string,so that the bird eould not defend him eelf and the people
killed him.They ealled this bird the King of Birds.They think the wagle

is also & great King and they earry its feathers when they go to War or

uwake Pemce: the red means War:the white Peace. If an enemy approaches wita
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white feathere and & white mouth and eries like like an eagle they dare
not kill kim.After this they left thet place and eame to a vaite foot
path with white gress.They erossed this path and slept there.They then
went on to & ereek ealled Coloosa hutehe (Tallahassee) and towards

sunrise they eame to & town ealled Coosaw (Coosa ) and there they settled
fooss 18 loeated nsar Childsrsburg in Talladsge County.

ralladega County.

) ¥ - = S
Lagend of tne Origin of the Codbw River. Rung tarouga

coss was lhe original name of the Jusecogees,two of whom went on & hunting
eaxpedition into the woods.They esmmped near a stream of water by whieh
stood & large tree,from s ecertain part of whieh fell drops of water,
ane of the men elimbed the tree to examine it and found it was hollow at
& eertain point and econtained water eolleeted there from Fainfall.In this
water were & number of fish.we eaught some with his hands,brought theun
down,eooked and ate them.¥His ecupanion eounseled him not to ewt the fish
taken in sueh & strange manner but the young man eould not undo his rash
a¢t.8con the efrfeets began to show,his human head sid Paeés began te
echange in to the head of an immense snake,while his arms and legs also
ehanged ,eompleting his shape in to & horrible serpant .Next morning he
sald to his ecumpanion "You adviesd me not to eat of these fileh lest evil
telfwll mwe but T would not listen to your friendly eausion.GCo now and
infora my parsnts of my plight and say to them if they deeire to 898 we
¢ome hers.Y will await them in & near by eresk.when they eoms diselsarygs
a gun and T will eoeme out of the water to mset them.80 saying ne entered
the waterse of the ereck and disappeared.Fis Irisnd returned to the town
of Coosa and rseslated all that had ocecursd.and how they might see him 1irf
thev desired.The parents and relatives were very mueh coneerned and went
at cnee to the plaee indicatad.There they diseharged the gun and at the
slgnal the snake man eswe forth frow the ereek and streteised aimeelrf

ae¢ross the lap of his parents afileetionately.Upon thies they gave way to
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grest grief and sorrow.The mnomster said sadly :Tou see me in this pitiable

eondition, the eireumstances of whieh have been explained to you.l now
suggest that you all return home and on the forth day from the present
gather at the(Mig Fouse _i.s., the Bquare Ground) where I will meset you
later.saying this the snakeman returned to the water and his relsatives
returned home. On the forth day the relatives wnd friends of the snake man |
gathered at the eresk as requested. Tn & few minutes the snake man neds

his appesrance,comning irom the stream in whieh he had taken refuge and

was followed by & stream of waler. When he entersed the grounds oecupled

by the publie Luildings they all sank slong with the people gathered

there, and this was the origin of Coosa River
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The Legend of Coosa River,

An Tndian maiden lived in the town of Ceosa.ghe went to & spring te draw
water and found she was with ehild.Vhen the baby was deorn it was spotted

like & water tiger(leeopard) and Rer people were very angry with her aad
wanted to kill her ,but her mother begged them to spare her life, |
The house where the Tndians met in eouneil about her,stood near the river

and the girl ren to the water tiger and said "They are trying te kill my |
paby".The tiger sald "All that are friendly towards you and the cehild |
nove and stand together".Thesee people who were her friends went to anether |
plase and that night & great fleed was sent by the water tiger and esovered
Coosa ,and all the people whe were left there were submerged »y the /
rising waters.All that was visible was a few timbers that supported the
couneil FMouse. Those that were eovered by the waters did net all die ,and
peeople afterwards eould hear & drumb bdeating and the sound eof daneing.

There is now & whirlpeel near the site of the eld town,elose to the river.,

No bird was able to fly over this whirlpeol as they always fell in the

genter of it and were drewned.Rrut their was & saall bird with & yellew

breast who seemed to ery "kesheza" and this is the only one that sould

fly seroess.The people who lived beneath the water secemed to faver this

bPird and let it fly over the whirlpeel.This 1is one of the legends of /

the origan of Ceosa River. It was told in my family for & leng time by |
ay grandmother,ssarah Thompson,who died about thirty years ago at the age !
of ninety years.My Grandiather,George Washingten Thempsen rfought in the |
battle of Talladega and had many Indian friends.
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Fistory and ypegend of Chief Chinnabee.

A few white families had begun to move in to the territory of the Cresk
Tndisns.~he whites eame in covered wagons drawn by oxen or worn out horsea.
The men with their doge walked behind the wagons and gulded the sniassls.
These early settlers lived in dresad of the Indians and the women with their
full skirte and donnets peeped out of the eovered wagons.The hostile Creeks
feared the white men would take their lands from them,and they resented the

white familics moving near their village.

Ol€ Chief Chinnabee was & suart as well as & good Yndian,and he eaw at onese
the trade adwvantage to his tribe by having the white men for neighbors.
Chinnabes had T50 Indians in his tribe and natursally they all were fréndly
to the whites,but there were 5000 other Cresk Indians near by who were
bhostile to the white men,and aleo to Chinnabee and his trive. The hostile
Cresks often made raids on the whites that lived near them,vput Chief .’
Chinnabee did all he eould to save them from being sealped."s would nStiry
thes at night when the redskins were eoming and to be prepared.rs would hide
the whites down by the river,until he eould quiet the raiders.Mns night old
Chinnabes failed to learn about the raid,and the hostile redskins returned
Irom the raid with ssversal sealpes worn around their wailsts.The warriors

who eould wear sealps of the white people were herces,snd all the Indians
surrounded them snd daneed and yelled "Niro,sseon”.,

The Chiefs of the hostile Tndians held & pow_pow,and Chinnsbee was pressnt.
~hgv said to him "Chinnabee,why are you and your trive good to those whites
who have esettled nsar our hunting grounds? Dont rou know that they are

killing all the wild snissls and taking our land sway from us?" Chinnabes
reylied "Rig Chiefs,these white folks are good.They give me yellow shirte

and red handkerehiefs,they give me tobaeeo to smoke the pipe of peses, and

T am going to be their friend and my trise will be their friends.Miig Ohier

T am going to tell you more why I like the whiteo."

T got on my pony and rode slone Ifrom Talladeps to Washington City and I
signed =« pesee tresaty with President Andrew Jackson that T and my tribe
would always be friends to the whites.The President gave me desds 10 v
thousande of seres of good Talladegs land and I am going to tell you some _
_thing else not long ago & good white family loeated near ny land.Thase
folks had & gun,s white pony and two horses but no land.They were good %o
me and let me shoot their gun and ride their pony.0One morning I went to the
white mane house wnd T enid"T dreamed T gave you I000 aeres of land over
there and you gave me that white pony."The white man esaid "Take the peny
Chinsbee,and give me the land."The next day the white man esme to my wigwam
and said "Chinnsbes,Y had & dresm too, T dresmed I gave you this gun and
you gave me another Y000 seres of land"wow dont you see how good the white
people are to me? T got this gun and this pony for almeost nothing Jjust

2000 meres of land.Chinnabee was & grest friend of Pres.Andrew Jaskson who
gove him & ministure of himeelf.That and his gun,he also gave him were
buried with him.Fis grave was later opened and his sons nreikihols and Rilly

Fhip were buried with him.
mhis legend about the dresam was given me by Mise Mittie MeElderry whose fathq

was the white asn spoken of (Thomas MeEldeery!
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The Legend of Pulpit Roek.

¥ay back in eolden times,when Thndisns lived and snjoyed & happy snd eare _
_free life Tallote ,an Indian maiden lived in the wigwam of her rather
Fillabeeo .fhe was very besutiful with big brown eyes and lovely silky W lsek
hair.8he was like an Indian pink, whose besauty rleshes upon you Iron s me

barren,reeky plaee.

Scloste,s stalwart and handsome brave lived ner her home .As ehildren t hey
had played together and hunted the wild flowers that bloomed on the
hillside.Scloeto loved Tallote and wanted to make her his wife.B8he had
meny suitors,who eame from afer but her heart turned toward Socloecte. .

FPhile Fillabee loved his daughter and was kind to her,he wanted her teo
marry one of the Ghiefs,who esme &8s suitors bearing rieh gifts.

8oloeto was only & poor young brave,who lived by hunting,and hed ne

bpelts of wampum or rare furs teo bring to the maiden he loved.

But Fillabee loved power and he beeanme angry that Tallote turned away Iroa
#ll the Chiefls,who sought her faver.Atlast he deelared he would wait ne
longer but she must wed Chief White Eagle,the richest and mightest of

them all.In wail Tallote begged and plesd for her lover Becloete.

A great wedding feast was prepared and sverything was msde ready for the
ssremony,but when morning eaume the bride eould not be rfound.¥When they
searched they found her body at the foot of Pulpit Roek.Rather than be
wife of Chief White Bagle and give up her lover Scloeto she had esast

her self from the top of Pulpit Roek,208I reet.

Pulpit Roek is in Cheahs Park,Talladegs County,s part of Cheabhs Mountain,
U.8.K.241,turn e.Munford,take rosd to Memlderry,s Station,turn E.te CCC

s F7.
This lLegend wae given me by Miss Touise Psares,

Munrord,

Alsbans .
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Legend of Coosa.

The Indiane were eent down by the Grest Father from the elouds.They hadi
with them fire, and two medieines,the pass and the miko_hoyanidjo and
smong them were seven mikos.At firet there were two esnps of the Indians
but one of the eamnps deeided they would return to the plese Ifrom whenee
they eame,.They kept seeret thelir intentions and waited until night had
fallen,then they sald "We are ready" and departed into the sky.

In the other esamp were the seven mikos,seing the other Indians leave they
eaid"Tomorrow we will depart as night now steals over the land" . When
tomorrow eame one of their number was dead,they eouldnt leave him in the
world,or eould they take him with them,so0 they must remain on earth.

®hey staid in that place for some time and then said "Let us travel"

They Journeyed towards the north some miles and then they stopped and eet
up & walking stiek into the ground.Tt turned towards the south,and they
said this must be the way the Creat 8pirit wants us to go.%0 they moved -
towards the south,then set the walking stiek up in the ground again.

It now pointed towards the esset,s0 towards the east they went.They marched
oun for » long time,then stopped and set uprtheswalking stiek again.

Thie time it remsained straight and upright.Fere they saild We will rest ,

here we will remsin.”
80 they settled there but their thoughts orften turned to their friends

relatives snd ecompanions who ressained in the plaes from whenee they eame.

The seven mikos who remsined were to be the ehiefs and kinge of the land.
This goodly eountry,hunting ground and well favored land they eslled
Coosa.Their e¢hiefs when installed were placed & buekskin whieh had been ™

dressed by & virgin.

This legend was told me by Mrs Mollie Henderseson,who was reared near
Childereburg, (0ld Coosa).
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Indian Life In Talladega,

The Creek Indians had sasll wigwams seattered over the wvalleys of Coosa
and Talladega.Baeh group had & sommunity kitehen where all the Indians in
that village eooked and ate together.The Indian bueks went hunting every
day with bow and sarrows and killed turkeys,rabbits,squirrels and deer.
When they returned to the village they pooled the fruits of the shase and
dumped them inte the eommunity kitehen to be sonsumed oy the members of

the entire village.

The squaws dug Koenti reots,s potate like vegatable,seraped them and aade
bread of the serapings for the entire group.This mode was original
sommunism of living.

¥Yhen an Indian youth wished to seeure a wife,he gave the girl = pnunt/
sush as & dog,s hog,or the skin of & wild animal .If she aeeepted it he
knew she would marry him,and they teld her parents that they wished te
marry.The parents dbuilt another wigwam adjoining theirs,and at sunset the
young buek went te the wigwam and took up his abode with the Indian maiden.
There was no lieense ,neo eeremony,no God bless Yyou,no anything.The Indian
youths and maidens paired off like the birds of the air.Oeeasionly an old
Indian Chief would say to the bride and groom Kane Fixiee(yeu hunt)

Salehoge (You eook)

There was no privaey in any village.The parents,ehildren, grandmother and
all the family slept on the ground in one wigwam.A baby was never beorn :I.n/
an Indian village.When & pappose was due to arrive,the mether went inte
the woods,nade & bPed like the wild animals do,of straw and leaves,after
rour days she returned te the wigwam with the infant in her armes.It was
very seldom that an Indian maid ever went astray.¥hen she did,she left her
pappose in the woods for wild animals to devour.¥hen she did return,the
three msdieine met her and said "Ker Kobbse"(you have to die at the time
of our Green Corn Danse).The trial of all erimes of their tripe were held
in the fall after the "Geeen Corn Danee,A maid whose pappose was born out
of wedloek was burned at the stake,

A man of the trive killed his wife and the medieine men said teo hil'ruaknj/
Hadjo" ( you do as you pleoase until the Green Cern Danee then we will try
you for the grime JAt this time they eondemmed him to be an outeast and
senteneed him to wear & womans dress ,eut his hair en his forehsad and
woar bdangs the remainder of his life.

e g e i O ——

The Indians had no way teo proteet themselves from the swarms of flies and
mosquitoes or rains or storms.¥Yhen they died of disease like typheid rever
they were helpless to eombat the seourge,the only thing they eould do was
to move to a new leeatien.Vou ecould often see the afflieted family leaving
their wigwam and meving in & esnce up the river to find a better plase.

T — . -

At the time of the "Green Cern Tanee" ,many of the different tribo-,creaks./
Choetaws and Cherokees,traveled many miles and eame to Talladega to eeled_ |
_wrate.The danee lasted several days and the old men beat the Tom toms, _:
repeating in & low ehant the fellowing words"Miro,8eeo ,euta,lona,lonee _
diseo,bvenja ee,houn,hi _o,ehe "ehe,ehi_eo,chobeo_loe,a ehim na_eo.

This history was glven me by Mrs Ida Elliott of Talladega
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CHINNABE

A familiar legend in Talladega County illustrates the stratcgy of
rod man and white in dealings with each othere White settlers moving into the
County, found a tribe of friendly Indians under Chief Chinnmabee living near
the preseamt eity of Talladega, then an Indian towns This tribe was szall, but
proved a proteetion to the white people, through frequent warings of pros-
pective raids from hostile factionse

The othaer ehiefs took Chimmabee to task for faillng to eooperate
with them ia destroying the intruding whites. "Why are you amd your trive
good to the whites?™ They wanted to knows "They have settled on our
hunting grounds, killed our game and taken our land™?

Chinnabes replieds

"84z Chiefs, white people good to Chinmabees They give me yellow
shirt and red handkerehief and tobagco to smoke in peace pipees I am white
san friends all my people white man frionde.

"I rode pony all way Talladega to Washington to seo Great "hite
Father, President Jackson. Ve made peace treaty that I and all my tribe
be friendd white mame The President gave me heap good lande White nan
living on wy land had gun, pony two horsese, but no land. He let me shoot
gun and ride ponyes

"I went to him and salds 'I dreamed I give you 1,000 acros land
for pony.' White man sald, 'Take ponye Give me land.' Next day white
man salds I dreamed I gave you gun for another 1,000 acree land.”

"I got pony and gun for almost mothinge White mam my good friend I"




Chinnabee made a good impression on Fresident Jackson, wno gave

hinm a gun and a miniature of himself., Both articles, after Indian custonm,

wore buried with hime Whenm the chief's sons died, his grave was opened

and thelr bodies interred with his own.

(This account was furnished by Mise Mittie MeElderry, over B0 years of age,

laughter of the white man referred tec, MNr. Thomas NMeZlderrye.
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Long age when this eountiry was 80 Dlessed it was almost like

The Fappy Munting CGrounds,there lived a tribe of Creeks in

this valley.Thelr Phiui,CLnruniuuo,hgd no *sons but one besautiful
daughter at whoee Lirth hie rfaithful squaw had died,

This daughter Talladege,was the most besutiful of all the Cresk
naldens.Bhe was aleo very e¢levorishe knew baskeilry and all the

arte of her people.ghe eured Ior none of theee things and leownst

of all she ceared for pren.the loved her lather devotedly and he

was unususlly kind to bher.The cuens st her birth bhad beeon ensouraging

il

and s nedieine had deeslared ner woril
~

Yy %o Lo } relosed.
CLarcoloco had salled his daughter Talladega,bride of the mighty
one,Loping that she would narry some great c¢hlel and Thue carr)

on his l1ine 6y wortih doscendents.

Then Talladege showed no inelinstion-to merry,ss all Todlian
naldens should,he Leeauws worried.¥hat she cared Ior wost were
wins,streaus,trees,and even the anlumle sbout her,

The wild things cume to her willingly and she was never hsppler

tharn when she was alone in the forest.

Many sultors caue bearing rich gilfts:belte ol walpun,rare iurs,
every kind of thinges velued by the Indiasns,butl Talladegs paid no
attention to them.Pach tinme Cherevloeo would Decons angry and say
she must marry but she slways persusded him that snoiher Chiel

would eone mightier than these.

One morning at dawn,ase 80 wWae ...LPH'HiHL water lor uwhe household
st the eyring,eshe hewrd & note unllike wsuny bird she had ever heard;
thiie wae 80 eweel and appealing 1t eaught at ner heart.8he put 4own

=3

the Jar to investiigate Lhe sound mere e¢lossly Sutl Just iaen 4L9i

father e¢alled her sharyly that he was waiting for hile Lowl «




(2)

- -

With reluetant feet she carried the Jar towsrd the wigwam.¥hen she
went back to the spot,search as she might ther was nothing to de

found.

The next morning she went eagerly slong the path towards the spring
hoping that the song might be repeated.Bhe was notv disappointed Ior
us she was drawing ths sound cane again,beseeching ly tender,tnsn
sithout warning the noles changed and & song poured lorth.At rirst
it was 80 beautiful she did not realise that 11 was & love song.
While she stood there listening & youth parted the Lushes on LA
hillside » few paces away.we was tall and poweriully bullt and hie

naked body shone in the morning sun like bronze .At hls appearance

Talladege fled up the trail.

Thus began & wooing.mslladegs was reluetant but all day long she
gould not turn her thoughts from the song or from the singer himsesli,
for he seened 80 dirrerent from all -her other sultors.ftvery dawn

she was greeted at the syring by hie iove song and it grew toc De &

part of her day,vet she dared not tell her latlher.

One day another Chief eame bdearing richer gifte than any of the
others and Charcoloco swore to Talledegs that she must surely wed
this time .At the next dawn she told Coosea,loer that was his nume,
that she nust narry the next day.¥s was greatly disturived and sanld
that he would g0 to her father Limesell anad sex 10T her.This saemed
ol' 1little ves &8s L8 lad noe rishes.

Nevertheless he presented lLimeell Lerlore Chiel Charcoloeco and made
hie regquest.At liret e ola Chiois wws Lhesughty and esid his dusughier
vis wlready Letrothed.Then Cooon dinplpyad 11l his sccomplishments
he eould shoot an arrow ferther and trusr than any man in the trive,

he was skilled with the tomahawk,his strength exceeded them all and

in many ways he was a powerful warrior
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THE FIRST SBYLACAUGANS ;21
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014 Bylacsuge was an Indian town long before the white man

Inaim ’04 LOoTe

came, the settlement being on the eleveated section now embraced

in the residential distrioct, and 1t wae an important trading point
up to the removal of the Indisns west of the Misglessippl. Indlane
were tresated fairly by the white gettlers who, usually men of high
charsoter, ferlled to take advantaspge of wesknese or ignorance., As
2 result meny strong friendshipe sprang up between nembers of the
races,

Unlesarned in practical economy, the Indians were wually broke
the day after collecting for skins snd furs sold to white traders.
Sorrewing from thelr white friends became a2 habit, but they in-
variably repald the loane., A common spproagh for 2 loan becnme}
*Is your money sll gone?" Angwered affirmetively, the Indisn's
comment wase: “"Mine too," whereupon he then pressed the matter no
further.

An esrly settler of Bylascsuga, brought there a8 a2 boy by hie
parents, had for playmetes Indian youthes of his sge. Reaching
midile=-age, the wvhite boy vigited a2 town called Armstrong, vhat
was Then the Indian Territory, and found himself in the midst of
many Indlans he recognized as having lived at Sylasgcsuga. He ree-
newed soquaintance with some of his 0ld playmates, and was bee
gleged with inquiries, especieslly from the old men, conceraing
white friends they remembered at Sylesosuge. They had an Indian
name for every prominent wvhite citizen, making 1t difficult to
ldentify the obJect of some of thelr inguirkes. For those who
had dled, the Indisns head 1ittle or no comment but pointed @ ralght

up, indicating that their friends had gone to the white man's hese

ven, or Happy Hunting Ground.
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0ld Time supu;titiopl Of The ﬂagroegf

The old _time slave negro was Iar nore aupar’titiuun then to_days coloread

people Many of their belierls were no doubt handed down freom their ancesters

in Afriea,

I was born and reaised on an Alsbsus plantation,and I knew them in their lettle

eabines in our own "quarters".One merning my old nurse junt NHgldy wae combing

2y hair,which was unusually tangled,she said,"De witeches were here les,night

kaze dey dene tied hard knots in yo hair.y bound I fixes em.I 1is gwin te fling

som® salt over my left shoulder in the fire tonight an I bound dey dont come -

v

‘-'-w

ek no more."

They used to preactiee witeheraft in various ways, the nost common of wileh was
wae the "CUNJUR_PAG*."hen one suspeetad snother of wanting her Job or her
lover,she used to cunjur her.Sometims & cunjur _bag contalning & mixtwe

of ceuriocus and anysterious matter,is found under the door_step of the person
to #e cunjured.

When the person finds it ,or walks over it or walks over it,the spell is on
her and the eraft is put on her and she is eunjured..She then 1s in the
 power of the person whe plaeed the bag there.

A CUNJUR RAC is ususlly made of unblesched domestie without any figures

or stripes,and tied with an old lesther string.It eontains:pieees of human
hair, sheep wool,horees hair, bones,tecth,splinters of pine,particles ofesnd
salt and red pepper,grains of eorn,wheat,pieces of straw,sand shuecke,s¥rings,
ashes and lsupblasck.

The aystery of the CUNJUR _PAG fills it with & peculiar interset,men and

women too,have been known to pine away and die under the illusion that they

have been Junjured.

Fothing eould induee & negro to kill » eat,as they think they have nine

lives and as often ae you kill one,it will eome baeck and haunt you.
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They often wear leather strings around their wrists,but are evasive “5

when asked why.

5
At the Iiret eall of the whip poor_will amsde in the spring,the supertitious

negro,will take off his eoat,turn it wrong side out,to bring him good
luek.8%cne of their superstitions are as follows:

If your right hand itehes you &re going to shake hands with & stranger:
if the lerft hand ,you will receive either a letter or & present.If either
foot itehes you will walk on strange ground.

When the right ear burns,somecne ie speaking good about you,the left av%;.
"When de squineh owl hollers in de fore part of the nighteAunt Fuldy “
would say®dat is & shore sign of desath,an when & hound_ dswg howl an

lay flat of his baeck _ite & sign some body gwin to be laid out soon.¥Wien
you drap the dish _reag somebody shore is coming bherngry.Dem 18 true signse
&0 I done seed om come® 10 PREB.»

The horsee_shoe is held esered for good luek,and their faith 1s strong

in its virture.They hang it over their doors and in other pleaces ,they
wish to bring luek.

They held the rabbit foot in great awe,whieh mystery still lacks &
shtisfeactory explanation.It is eonsidered btad luek for & reabbit to erdoss
your path late in the alfterncon.The foot froem the left hind leg of & |
rabbit eaught in & grave yard is & great charm and drings good luck to
the wearer.When » squirrsel erosses the road in front of you,your Jjourney
will be esale,

These and many other superstitions were told me dowm in Rlasck Maamy,s

eabin in the "quarters” on the old plantation near Curry,s Station.

This story wae told me by Mres J.".Lane,

Talladega, Als,
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Alabans Sehool for the Blind.

In I887 the Legislature sppropriasted {20.000.00 for the ereetion of a
for the teaehing of the Plind. A 8ix aere lot of ocutstanding beauty
was donated to the State by the Tallsdegs Real Estate and Loan Co.and
the building of the present EBe¢hool for the Rlind was started. The buildipg
was construeted by Ranson,Williams and Co.of Talladegs at & eost of {IB. _
_500.00.,TI¢ wus lighted by geas manufactured on the premises and supplied
with water by the Talladegs City Water Works Co. J.H.Johnson Jr. was
named Prineipal of the Alabans Academy for the Blind.The msain building 1is

¢ & handesome three story red briek with eupola,also a three story gray briek
was bullt later on the other end of the grounds.In 1927 under the laadsrsh)
of senator 8.C.0liver the Legislature appropriated {300.000.00 for buillding
and egquipment for the three sehoocls.On the eaumpus of the Blind two new
buildings were erec¢ted Oliver Hall,s acdemie building sand & gransesium
named Willisms Hall in honor of Profl A.¥.¥Williems who was educated at the
Sehool for the Blind and up to the time of his death in I925 head of the
NDept.of Musie &t thie sechool. At the gehool for the Blind the elasses in
plano tuning,broom and mop making,eaning and bdrush msking have under the
direetion of eapable teachers have done mueh work.The work in sewing,rug
weaving and baskegtry ase done by the blind students have opensd wpisarisld
that will prove helyful to some of them &8 & means of earning & living.
Typewriting hae been added and offers to the blind & means of eorrespondens

other than Braille.The musie and voilee departument has an unusually high

standard and the athletie work is very suecessful .The boys who have socme
sight play basketball and the girls are taught ealistheniecs,folk daneling
and resl play ground setivitiss. The number of pupils in the school at

present are T567 with an ineress of 75 or I00 By January.

Thils school 1s loecated on South Street in Talladega on State Highway No.

on right slde of street about $/4 of a mile from Public Square.

g —— — e N—
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Demps A Oden,
Editorial Department.

" A DUEL ON HORSEBACK
&
L)

On the west benk of Coosa Rivey, in Shelby county, 1is a
station on Southern Ry. called MALLORY; a fleg-stop with short sidl ng.
on one side of the railroad is an old fort, chiefly earthern redoubts,
manned during the War Between the States, by an artillery compeny with
5 or 6 formidable 3- and S5-inch cennon, for protection of the bridge
over the Coosé river. A similar fortificetion was on the Telladega
side., The guns were removed by the Federsl troops; but numerous shells
were left, and recovered &s prizes by boys in the neighborhood, who
used the old fort es a play-ground, for years afterwards,

Across the railroad from the ol fort, stood the large,
two-stary residence of Capt. James Wal thaell, & Confederate officer of
noteble bravery, and unblemished character. Fossibly this martial
spirit was kept alive, by the ever-present view of the olg€ fort with
its war-time associations as a post-wer incident suggests: The story,
well known throughout®Shelby County concerns Capt. Wel thall and another
ex-Confederate oificer, Major Pitts - aristocratic and high-strung, wes
>f much the seme type as the dashing cavelry céaptian. The two had been

friends for many years, but & misunderstaending over & trivial matter

-

put them at outs and trouble was expected when they met. Both armed

=

-

themselves and Ireely expreseed i determingétion to have "Satisfactiong"

met 1n & publiec road one morning, DBoth were om horse-

ajone, Pitts aceompanied by a friend of

arounda in tuae

revalving mount brot him T L0 Tace with enemys
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Legend Nealing Witk pmreek Wistory.
At & e¢ortain time the ¥®arth copened in the west,where its mouth is.The
varth opened and the Crecks eame out of its mouth and settled near by.mut
the Tarth beeame angry and ste up thelr ehildren :therefore they mesved
futher on.but & part of them turned bask to the plece where they had been
and settled there.Their ehildren nevertheless were ested by the Earth,so
diesatisried they Journeyed on.They eame to & thiek muddy river,rested,
¢amped there and spent the night.The next day they eame to & red bloody
river.mhey lived by this river and ate ites fish for two years but they
wandered on to the end of this river and heard & noise like thunder.
Ae they approached they saw & red smoke,s mountain that thundered and on
the mountain was » sound of singing.were they met pecple of thrse nations
From the Tast & white fire eame to them whieh they would not uee .« Fremthe
South eane & blue fire but they neither used this aleo from the Weest came
& fire whiceh was black nor would they use that.At lsst came u fire from
the North whieh was red and yellow.This they mixed with & fire they had
taken from the mountain and this is the fire they uee today,and this tog
sonetines slngs.At this time there was & bird of large size,blus in eqlor
with & long tail and swifter than an eagle which ecame svery day and killed
and ate their people.They meade an image in the shape of &« woman and placed
it in the way of the bird.The bird carried it off,and kept 1t & long tiwe
and then brought it baek.They leslt it alone hoping it would bring forth
something.After & long time & red rat e¢asme forth Ifrom it and thay bvelieved
the bird was the father of the ret.They took eouneil with the rat how to
kill ite father.VNow the vird had & bow and arrow:so the rat knawed the
bow string,so that the bdird e¢ould not defend him eelf and the peopls
killed him.They ealled this bird the King of Rirde.vhey think the wagle
1e slso & great King and they earry its festhers when they go to War or

nake Powco: the red mesns Yar.the white Peaco.;If an enemy approaches with

e —

-
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white feathers and & white mouth and eries like like an eagle they dare
not kill kim.After this they laft.tﬁtt plage and eane to & white foot
path with white gress.They eroseed this path and slept there.They then
went on to & ereek ealled Coloosa hutehe (Tellahasseo) and towards

sunries they esme to a town e¢alled Coosaw (Cooss ) and there they settled
Coosan is loeated near Childersburg in Talladega County.

Legend of the Origin of the Cooss RiverTuns through Talladege County.
Cosea was Lhe original nsme of the Museogeds,two of whom went on & hunting

axpedition into the woods.They ecamped nésr & stream of water by whieh
stood & large tree,from a esrtaln part of’;hioh fell drops of water.
~ne of the men e¢limbed the tree to examine it and found it was hollow at
& eertain y1o0int and contained water eclleeted there from rpinfall.In this
water were & number of fish.we eaught some with his hands,brought them
down,eooked and ate them.Mis ccupanion eounseled him not to east the rlish
taken in sueh & strange manner but the young man eould not undo his rash
a¢t.Boon the efisets began to show,his human head snd ifage began to
ehange in to the head of an immense snake,while his arme and legs alse
ehanged ,eompleting his shape in to & horrible serpant .Vext morning he
enid to hie compsnion "You advieed me not to eat of these fish lest evil
befall me but I would not listen to your friendly esusion.Co new and
inform my parents of my plight and say to them if they desire to see me
come here.l will await them in & near by ereek.when they come diseharygs
& gun and T will ¢ome out of the water to meet them.B0o saying he entered
the waters of the ereek and disappesared.fis friend returned to the town
of Cooss and relsted all that had ocecured.and how they might see him 1if
they desired.The parents and relatives were very mueh eoneerned and went
at onece to the place indicated.mThere they disecharged the gun and &t the
eignal the enmke man esme forth from the ereek and etretched nimsslrl

acrces the lap of his parents affeetionately.upon this they gave way to

-,
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