WPA Alabama Writers Project
Short Stories/Sketches by:

Annie Webb, Clarke Co, #6




6l
Aaanle “ebbd
vlarke vounty

dal's Lake
{his place is situateld in the Fork of the lombigbee
Hiver. 1t is a long, aarrow, winding body of water
anmong the cane-~brakes of the fork, it derived its
name from a large ¢olored man, who wag a slave an
rag away from his master and built in that lonely
retreal a stogckade.
Jthers soon Joined him until the number at length
had reached twenty five or thirty in number,
dow long the leader aal, 6 lived here is not gertain
but some thing like two or three years and maybde
longer.
Game was plentiful and some wild hogs were to be
found., +he lake inhabltantis had secured seewnver
their guns in order to be prepared for whatever use
they might be needed for, either for protection or
L0 Kill game,
L leagth there Jolnesdd them another runaway slave
0f mixed blood from Clairborne, he also wag a large man
with a powerful mueemlar frame.
‘% after a time refused to obey the orders of Hal, who

@Xxac ted obedience from thoge seeking shelter with him,

‘nle refusel 4al punished in sowe wey, and the earsaged
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new comer wished to be a leader, it is sald re turned

to his master and gave information concerning the

hiding place of Hal and his assocliates,

A party of armed men 800N pene trated the gane-brake ,

gurrounded the stockade, shots were fired Hal was

killed, the others el ther killed, captured or else

they were scattered, 80 the dangerous lurking place

was broken up. This was about 1846, since that time

{1t has been ocalled Hal's Lake,
lake and enjoy

iven to this day fishing parties go to this

fishing trips.
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Rock vastls

(his romantic place is also situated in the Fork o
the rivers in the extreme southern part of clarke

County, & few miles south and east of iajor Austill's

and it was tne home of the lavis ITamlly.

'he family home was oslled Zook Lastle in the south-

ern part of towaship five.

la this township are many hills, rocLs, anu & Tougn

suriace.

L]

nce known as ' Aook uuatlu' is 2 bhbeautiztul

o

vhe resic
plagee, coasisting of s large, convealieanily nrrangec
and comfortable Jand Stone house, contalning alne teen
roous and clogsets. Lhe woodland is well timbered anil
govered with oane
.t the present time there haus been built a new modemn
home with every convenience at the same place and in
the construction of this howe a large portion of thle
pld antique mansion was used.As most of the rock were

n a perfect state of presivation even after all these

years.
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ihe White dJouse.

fnis house was called the white house from it being
painted white. When the settlers came to make thelir
homes in Clarke County some of them brought with
them whip-saws. 3y means of one of these saws the
lumber wae obtained for erecting the Whlte douse.
‘this house wae built by Ueneral Joseph Chamberse
about the year 168168, 1t waas about three miles norih-
east from Grove Hill, on the Peach Tree road.

1t was two and a half stories high, and in size about
twenty four feet wide by fifty feet in length, not on}y
wag all the lumber sawed LY hand with the whip-saw bdut

the nsils also are sald to have all been made by a blagk-
guith. 4<hig house has been tne residence of several differ-
ent famlies, retaining its name long after having lost

ite color, anu ite first imposiang appearance.

‘nis nouse hés long since been done away with, after giv-

ing many yeurs of service,
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List of /ho's 48 “ho in Alabama,

Rains, John,state senator,wns bora in NHorth Carolina,

died at Linden. Ala, in 1839 or 104l,

Handolph,francie Corbin,soldler, lawyer and Jurist,

born 1841, died 1900, in dontgomery.

Raths, John ianiel, lawyer, cirecult judge, boran 1823,

died 1910,8at lfuscumbis,

Ray.William O, business men, died in Zoantgomery.

Read, John Srannan,physician and inventor, bora 1816,

died 1900, at iuscaloosa.

feavea, Turner, born 1812 died 1872,at Gainsville,

Reese, James Lley, lawyer and senator, bora 1802,died 1876,

in Vpelika,

Reese, Walter P,, physician, bora 18618,died 1578,at Selms
Heose, Warren Stone,planter, cotton merchant and mayor of
dontgomery,bora 1642,4ied 1896, at lontgomery,

Eied, Sammel Gersham, educator, bora 1834, died 1881, near
~0n tgomeary.

Reynolds, James, farmer and merchant, ovoran lol8,dle@ 1899,
At Sutler oprings

deynolds, Jenjamin Franklin, Chicikasaw lndian agent, born

1788, died 1843, at Hewport.

Alce,francisco. nl . * ' - -
pPhysician and probate jJudge, born 1822, died

1896, at duantesville, Alabama,

( Vietionary of Alabaus 3iography, )
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#ho's 1e Who in Alabama ,list

Rice, Green FPryor, lawyer, public official born 1795, died
1857, in Somerville.

Richards, dvan Goodwin,minister and lawyer, 1807, died 108%
at salfayette,

Richardson, Zlerry MdeCall,K lawyer, circuit judge, born 1876
died 1907. at Luverne,

dichardson, William, Sr,,lawyer, bora 1l797,died 186¢€,in

Atheas.

Higgs, Jenjamin Hdogan, physician, born 1838, died 1888, in
< almns,

Higgs, Joel, banker and comptroiler of accouants, boran 1812

died 1868, in <«ontgomery.

Loberisoa, fhadddus Lindley, physician, born 1837, died

1912, in SBirmingham,

Hobins,Josiah, planter, born 1825,died 1901, at Lower

feach iree, Alabana,

fdobinson,Vornelius, planter and representative, born

1805, died 1867, at Chureh dill _Ala,.

fobineon, James Jefferson, member of the constitutional

coaveantion, born 1640, died in 1919, at Lafayette.

dobinson, William, planter, born 1799, died 1882, in Lownde-
boro.

Hockett, John Righard, teacher, superintendent of education

anc a lawyer, born 1838, died 1914, in 3irmingham,

( Dictionary of Alabama Biography. !
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Annie Yebd, Clarke County.

dargaret Brown.

Mdargaret Srown was bora aand reared in a very modest home her

mo ther had three children, two sons and a daughter, their

life was one of privation and struggle, living on a farm out

ia the country, she had limited educational and socisl advante
eges, had no neighbors and Jjust going to publiec school with
Other children, spending & night with a girl friend was adbout
the oaly recreation she had.

Hdor mother wae left a widow when she was about eighteen years
old, their ciroumstances beling poor it became necessary for
dargaret to leave home that she might have advantage of a better
8c200ol. She weat to live with an Uncle who lived near & good
school, the prinoiple of this school and the teachers were
boarding in this home, Margaret helping with the cooking, wal t-
lag on the table, and caring for the younger children, she in
this way paid her board and tul tion,

Jhe wae naturally of a very happy disposition always glonging as
8he went about her work, nothing seemed a hardship to her.

la this home there were a large family of ohildren who had

Aever been required to perform any of the home duties, tHey
8xpected a great deal of her. She went oa in her happy cherful
way uamindful of aay slights and daid whatever was required of &
her studied hard and took advantage of every oppor tuni ty,

While attending the social éventa of the neighborhood met a young
han, she became interested ia, this feeling was ma tual, there

Wae & whirlwind courtehip and soon & quiet wedding in the home 4n




which she lived, instead of carryiag out her previously arrang
od plane of becoming & teagher. ihe jyoung man had & farm and
and a very simple home reacy furanished, here they begua their
life together and while it was filled with hard work and many
paorifices , they were happy. As the years passec several child

ren were borm into their home and thelir expenses became greast

er, the income from the farm was not sufficient, so it became

necessary for her husband to leave home to make extra fundies to
help support the family, this left dargaret alone with the bum»
dea of caring for the ohildren and also the farm.

3y her husband maxing frequent viasits home to advise and enoour-
age her and with ecgonomical management they sugceeded iln miking
enough to send their children to the neighborhood schooksxz and
and give them the opportunities she had never had,
Although her life was filled with work and home duties, she
always found time to visit her neighbore and help to care for
them in sickness and trouble,she attended Sunday School and the
and preaghing services, carryiag her little children with hex

A8 the Jyears p&ssed there were other ehildren came into the home
until there were ten of them.

‘he childrean tried to do their part as they grew older and could
goet out from the home, one of the boys carried the mail on a
raral route, oane of them did carpenters work and another boy worked
on the farm, two of the girls worked their way and became trained
aurses, two girls went to lormal Sghools and prepared themselves

for teachers, & little boy died in early ohildhood, the other two




boys worked their way through school and now both have good
pogsitions. Sargaret their mother mother continued to work and
nold the home together, she was a good cook and always planned
& balanged diet, with thinge raised on the farm, having milk
outter, chickens, egge, as well ag frulits and all different
kinds of vegetables.
ohe dled at the age of fifty five years. Her husband lived
for several years after her death, stayed on in the home with
the ¢hildren,
der specond dsughter Ann married has a nige comfortable home and
two beautiful girle, none of the others ever married.
After the death of their parents, the children had the old home
‘orn away and duilt & new modern home on the same lot,
in this home the living room ie beautiful, has built ia bdook
casee and window geat, Just to the rear and opening into it
is the dining room, there are three bed rooms, a sleeping porch
made of ine windows from the old building, kitchen and a large

S¢reonsd Dack poroh, and a fitted bath-room, the home is lighted

0y electricity,

iwo of the family live in this home a boy and a girl, they own
nice cars and the boy has the farming done now according to the
modern mesnods and is making a success.

ihis fgmily of children although they were reared on a rural farm

and g0 few early advantages are now sugoeeding in their chosen

professions.




111 the family spend their wvacations together in the home, spend=

ing their time fishing and hunting birds, squirrels,wild turkey,

anc deor,
la this ebarmiang and hoespitable home they royally eantertain their

many fréends.
Anale., the eldest of dargaret's grand-daughters was a lovely girl
of sixteen when she fell in love with a jJoung man that her par-

ents did anot approve of, witnout thelr knowledge they went %o

a near-by town and

with their people, they went to live in

after oecoalng reconocile

the home with her mother for sbout a Jyoar and thea they built &

5 1A & hApDYy and use-

beautiful little home mear them and are leaci

fal life.
‘hey have & dear little daughter to gladden thelir lives and tThe
hearts of all thier loved ones.

Mary Aan's second daughter is now & young lady, has finishe:

igh Sohool and is now attending the second jJear at gllege, ahe

ie a bright, intellligeant girl full of 1life andc fun,

dargaret’'s oldest girl who wasg & trained nurse voluanteered dure

o el
St

ing the vWorlds %ar as a fed Cross nurse, all the other nuraes

that were to go with her bdacked outl at the Jast minute, and she

v

was left alone without friends or loved onea tO go with her bdut

she bravely weat on over to francge, after arriving over there she

%48 transferred to the regular army. and wae etatione: in Yaris

duriag the eatire duration of the war.




oheé La¢ two brothers who had voluatesred and enlisted. they had

gone over and she hoped that she might be able to be of help and

gomfort to them but it wae never her privalige to come in déontagt
with them while she was over there.

ohe had many sad and horrible experiences but bravely carried on

t0 the end,

ohe is nursing in a veterans hospital ian the North, where she has
been employec for several years.

She often speaks of retiriang bdut 18 Too wedded to her work to do ®0

dorse has been & successiul and eventul life and she has

gchisved mugh,
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Grace Jordan was borm in a farm home near Corlfeeville,

Clarke County,Alabams, She was the daughter of Clement
and dsstie Jordan, she was one of six cehlldren,
Glement Jordan was a farmer but in connection with his

farm hed & black-smiths and wood work shop to help them

and always bring ina & little ocssn waen neesded most.

fhe children were not only taugat to do the farm work, the
little jobs around the home but also learned to do the dif-
fereant kinds of work in the shop.

‘e oldest girl never had the opportunity to get an education
and was married wnea nothing more than & ohild in age, and
has always lived on the farm and is the mother of fourteen
children, some of whom are grown, sugceeding in life and mak-
ing good substantisl citizeas. Lihelr mother knowing the impor-
tance of haviag an education always tried to encourage her
ghildren to take advantage of every opportunl ty and now most
of the ¢hildrean have finisghed 4digh S¢hool.

Clement Jordan when Grace was Just a caild of school age sold
his property at Coffeeville and moved to Grove Hill, purchased
& plece of land containing seversal ascreg, diilt them a very
comfortable frame house, with front porek and four rooms,
varee 0L Loese rooms were bedrooms anc the other & kitchen
and clipnling room combined.

ihe house had little furaniture only beda, chairs and a few

aaall tables.




dere Clement made a truck farm, still had a blacksmiths

and wood work shop and also a grist mill.

de degided that while so many pecan orcharde were being
planted in this vicinity that a pecan murasery would be

& paying proposition, 80 went into it oa & large scale,

he succeeded ia selling large quaanties of sll varieties

of grafted pecans and mace a good profit out of the veature.
dattie Jordan, Grace's mother came of a well educa ted
family and was mostl anxious for her children to have educa-
tional advantages, that was their reason for coming to

srove Hill, the good schools here giving them the opportunity
o attend.

‘he boys walter and Vewey both attended school here uantil
they completed digh School,one of these boys lives in
#obile, and the other one has a farm home out from Grove
dill about six miles, where he and his family live carrying
on the different kinde of work that his father did.

‘race went to Uraded School, then coantimuing her course
attended HSigh School finishing the regular courge, she was
a bright intelligeat girl, very quiet ani studious, making
g00d every opportunity that preseated itself.

“hen she had gompleted 4digh Jchool, she wae not satisfied

bat wanted to go to college, but as her father did not

feel able to send her,

8068 Xeptl trying uatil she succeeded

in getting work at dontevallo and worked 1er way through




gohool and completed the course, 806 was very popular
with the matroa and some of the teachers, they assisted
her every possible way. She was required to make more
time than the average girl, she was very brignht and wit-
ty but was erude and rough in her manners and as she wish-
ed to be & teacher they tried to train her to be more re-
fined and polished in her manners and the way in which she
expressed herself.
After finishing school she only taught a gshort time, then
married Charlie Webb, & bacelor, he was tall broad-shoulderdd
blue eyes, auburn hair 6 fair complexion, dressed very neat
ly, he lived on a farm near Coffeeville.
Grace Jordan, was small with gray eyes, dark complexion,
waivy brown halry 6 whioh she wears ahor t.
Urece when a girl was never taught in her home how to keep
house, for her mother haviang 80 many duties to perform
never took any interset in the nome, you never went there
and found aanything clean and tidy, the beds were always
soiled, the floors looked as though they were never swept
Or mopped,in fact neither Mattie or the children ever had
on fresh clean clothes,Grace would go away for a while and
gee how other people lived and when she would return home
almost work herself to death trying to make thinges look

decent, after she finished school her brothers added an

éxtra room just specially for her, where she could have

ner company and could have it like she pleased.




dow rece haviag & home of hor own and SO0 many

duties and cares takes little interest in keep-

ing things tidy ana geat. A3 Tlne has gone on they
aave had calldrea dora into the home uantil there are
gix chlldrea living they have lost gseveral. The ehild-
reaq along oane a year, ia cnooging names for her dRiad-
she woald always select the name of some Lfamous

reg

person. +hen she named her oldest son leanyson, the
doc tor asked her why she chose that name and she replied
“Well, 1 know the poor little things won't ever have a
chance to smounti to anything,s0 1 will at least give %
them & great name Sad they will have that much sayway. "
Sut she is very aaxious for her cgalldren Lo have the
Dest posslole advantages,even taough she does like
W Joke aboul velag poor, Vid friemds some times remind
ST wWhen sae was a joung girl, she always used to
84y her sister was orszy for having so maay children and
thatl she certalaly did not iatend to follow in herfoot-
Sleps. Sutl sne Just laughs and replics that if she d4id
00T nave fer ¢4 ldren now she would not have anything,
and L631des sne & ys s3he and ner husbend promised the
832004 one a jyeur if they would let the highway come by
thelir nouse. Jhen teachiag bdefore her marriage ghe saved
48T money aac putl 1t on saviag scgount in the bank, this
aonsy sne used for hospital and doctor bills whenthe three

0ldest childrea were bora, she having in this way exhasust-

@d her bank accoun b,

A58 since that time soen confined in




the home and doae just aayway she could. Grage has about
100 White Leghorn hens, she raises large aumberas of friars
and breoilers for the market and sells lotls ol eggs.

and the cohild-
wha tever
Charlie Webb wes & farmer making Tine crops, and after lay-
ing by the erop would work in timber business, 1a tnis way
very successfal.
Grace's pareants went and lived ia her home for & period of
about two years, Clement selling his home in Grove Hill and
dattie being old and feeble, their youngest c¢hild 2 girl nam-
ed Miléred lived with them, she having had lnfantile faralysis
when a spnall ohild was in bad shape, can hardly walk or talk,
18 sugh 8 care and will never be any better.
Vlement about three years sgo bhought a farm out from Grove Hijl
about gix miles and weae bullding them a home bul was taken

gick and died before completing it and one of the boys took £t

over and dattie, Grace's mother and the afflicted girl idila-

red came out to this home from “race's but Mattie did not

live very loag before she too passed away, leaviag Hildred
with her brother, but as the gzirl was 8o digssatisfied without
a8 mothers care, 80 she wusg carried back to Grace.

Charlie's health haa failed, S0 now they have made pastures
0f most of the farm anc raise cattleo and hoga for mmrket.

in this way they wanage to live and pay his hospiwml and

doe tor bills.




Grace seens to be satiafied and resigned to her lot

in 1lifs, , is cheerful and anxious Tor her children to

to have advantag

fhey are near sagouagh £ the ¢hildren to go to Coffeeville
on the school 18, wh they have good schools.

{he children are all susll and it will take & lot of time =xm
and oconomical plaaning for them to even get iigh School
gducation. These childrean all hmave to be reared dressed and
sared for ia every particular, until they are o0ld snough to
to help their mother.

‘heir fathers conditlon is such he will not ever be stroag
agnin, Grace will have the whols responsibility of the

family to bear alone.

1t is fine she i3 able to manage all the business affalrs of
the home, she 1s we iducs ted and hasg hnd experience which
will be & great help to hor.

'he care of her inwvalid sister and 2 husband who is never
well will be guite & responsibility snd means much sacrifice

and hard work for her.

aad trying to do her part and ralse the

L

the risnt ideanls.
enY but have a half ton trueck
whieh § sE8n ugse to come ianto town and briag all the

produce to market.

= .

urace is very sensible and always tries to be satisfied

with whatever is best for the Lfanmily.




40thiag pleases Grace more than for someone to notice

ner child nd 1w 9n Some little thing Just so

mucn ¢are of every L-’ll!l{:'

out of style.

40w when evergyone else is weuring short dresses hors are

“0 O8T angdles So sne ailways looks odd,
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fhe Chapman's.

When you start to write the story of this family you

just imagine the happy contented expression on dinnie

Chapman's face and how it lighte up when anyone asgks

avout her life and takes an interest in her and the
gnildren,

dlanie day, was born at vest Jend, “larke County,

Alabama. der &other lived on a rural farm of about 120
agcres, some of tnis land was around the home andt a pagt

of it down 02 the river plantation about a mile from the
home. Mianie had three Lrothers and she was the only
girl, naturally they petted hor and thought she was won-
derful. 4der wmother having no help in the home, at an emrly
age 4dlanie was taught to do the many things that has to be
done in and about the farm home.

“he when only a small girl learned to sew nicely and made
all her own clothes and sseist with the family sewing.

one was anxious to make the home pretty and attractive so
80 she soon learned to do many things to brightean up the
home. fthey lived in a two story log house, that wae celled
and painted white, was bullt on a nill, though it was mod-
@s5tit had the appearance of a much nicer howme from the high-
way, whieh psgsed ia froat of the house at the foot of the

nill.
4lnnie weat to school ia the neighborhood, the sohool-house




being almost in sight of her home, sowe times the sohool

would last only three months and thean again 1t would
last the eatire nine montns.
When #innie was about seventeen years old, her parents
gant her away from home to a boarding school at Grove
4ill_ where a good school waa located, so that she migant
have betiter advantages. She ocontinued at this
ool for two Jyears making nice progress in her school
work.After attending school she returned to the farm and
gontinaed helping in the home with everything, but although
she lead a bdusy useful life, she managed to mix some pleas-
a8 well as work in her daily routine. She often had
friends to visit her in their home, she would give
entertalonments for them and in the proper seasons give
fish frys down on the river with a pienic dinner and in
this way make them enjoy thelr wvisits. Minnle enjoyec
dancing and outdoor sports: horse-back riding,fishing,
and voatiags ‘they lived near the river and often made
trips to Jackeon and dobile, frequeantly travelling on
the steam~boats, She attended dardi Uras quite often in
#0blle,<innlie was & pretiy attractive girl and &r CUhapman
from near Grove idill, msde a trip over to the neighbor-
NOOC where she lived met her, and was attracted to her and
8004 she became interested in him, not very loag after
LasZn
they deg¢lided to marry. <he and her roungaaﬁﬂdoth merriec
L0 the nome, 80 they had & doubdble wedding.

Jhe g¢ame out ia about two miles of Grove dill, and lived
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in the home with her mo ther-in-law for about two years, her

frame

tract of land nearby built a modest

musband ownlag a
house and made them & farm, where GLheJ lived until the old~
est child was ola eno wh to go 0 &0 wol, then they nad an
yppor tual ty O gaell thlis Dowe attractive
prige 80 declaex it woulk town, which
they did and purchased a wtel, where Minnie lived for years

ad two more children were

w £

and kept hotel. A3 tne yOAYsS pPASS

her mother who wae @ widow

sora into their home, dinnie nal
and her health

gome and maKe her HNOAe with thewm,

being bad coulc not 096 maoh help,

ohiléren while they were snall.

‘he oldest boy Charlie ILinlisihec igh School, &A«
a bright promising youth his mother by making many sacrifices

him to Auburn, wnere ne finished, afider which he &t Once
a fine position, which ne held for some time, then

not turn out very satie-

T

home asad soon sarried but 1t

fagtory ant sere divorced ian about two JOars.
Later Minnie and her husoanc wWan Lot to buy another Tarm about
geven miles out Lrom lowa, money from the Feder-
al Land Sank t9 oWy the hotel and moved %O
thigs farm but only 1e came back to Grove
dill and purohssel gommenc~-

ed kesplag boarding nouse 80 ae se pnear the school to senc
the other two childrea to High Scheol, My Chapman continued
the

to stay on the farm ancd raiged so many things O help keep

table at the boarding house.
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+he geoond ohild a girl finighed High Sghool, went

to college one year, stoppec and Took a business course,
worked for a while, then met a nige jyoung man fell in

love wit 1im and they were married, she now has & beauti-

ful home and one sweet littlie boy, the pride of his grand-
parents. +he youngest child a boy finished 4digh School and
then worile through sehool at Audurn and now holds & respon-
81010 position in “"ashiangton, M,

dinnie hed & very serious operation avout two years sgo, after

'S

regovering from 1t , she moved to the farm g0 a8 %o be with
F-

ner nuagohand, nsar this time they sold the farm seven miles

from town and bougnt one two miles out, the old vhapman

nome, inhay 1rq4niadg well 1a their farm howme, thay live in

large old fasnhioned two story frame nouse. l1lt is very come
fortadle and convenient, their oldest boy lives with them,
dinnie 18 a good gook and raises everything on the farm to
elp them keep a good table.
anac ner hugoandc voth take s lot of pride in their home
they are doing on the farn.
ner Iriends vigit her, she at once would show
price what ghe hag done to ilmprove the place singe

D@6n tThsTe, +hey Aave an orchard, pecan rees, cows,

&

0ge, \r{eye, and chickens.Un the farm is ralsed corn, peas,
groand-peas, potatoea, sugarcane, and a good garden with all
the dirferent kind of vegetablea. dinnie cane all kinde of

vegetables and fruits, makes differeat kinds of preserves,

Jellies and piekle for winter use,




ihey make thelir own syrup, kill h0gs ITor meat and make
lard and sausage for home coansump tion.

ilanie sells pecaans, butter, eggs, calckens and aifl

Einds of vegetablos to help out wita tThe expeases.

dhile they spead very buay liYes, they alwajys find time

to be good neighborse, visit and help in slickness

ble, they are always willing to help to oare for

ia the aelighbornood,

Ar Vhapm&a and «iagnle o0oth belong to the Vaniversalist
ghurcgh bduat having no ohureh of toal denomination near them,
affilliste with th 3 wdisgt laanle takes aa interest in

20th the church and missloaary soclely, always trying to do

ner part in whatever she 18 galled upon Lo doe

ohe likes to besutify her yard by planting fliowers ant shrud-

having same cul tive ted.

sesutifal pot Xlowers to make her

with rheuna tiaa in ber kKnees,
aoout, but with all of this, she

B8 00 i8 witlh her any way

ner h 16 ‘8 Lheu take the placve.




-b-

dinnie has lead a very streaunous lila, making many sac-
rifices to educate the ehildren, and helpy buy the farm,

but now 88 the ohlldren are SIOowWa BOu througn with school,
and the farm pai¢ out,she can have a 1litile more time of
leisure in which to do the thlngse that ghe would like.

‘they 4O NnOotT own an automoblle, Hut aave a nNnow ‘ord half ton
truck with & ¢closed cab, s0 whea she waanls TO ooms into
town they bring her in this l1ittle truck. She could have
purchasgsed & car duv she thinks that this truck can be usec

&

to advantage on the farm.

lhey are gradually repaliring and renovating everything a
round the home., they recovered the house,put a new fense
around the jyard, palatad N8 a0uge Lnd surghngeld some TYUgs
and window draperieas.

'ne house hag six bedrooms, living room, d4dining Toom and
kitehen, froat porch and a loag hall.

ihile there is oanly & few of them to live 1in the home, " she
hag the entire house furnished, so that the ghildren can
come and vigit them at just any time they might wish.

She had pleaty of furai ture leltl when she mOVe from the
boarding house, 80 she has 1t all very niecely furnished,
fhe ehildiren enjoy coming and paying & vieltl adboat ‘hanks=

e

as there ig plenty of game right arounc

givinag to huat

L ]
the house., when they return slways earry a lot of the game
hom® with them.

dinnie will doubly enjoy & visit this fall, for she enjoye

vpeing with her little grandson,the most thatl 306 thinke

about now and plans is for thles Lady.




Ag the Christmas holidays draw near ghe i saying,
“ 1t will beem more like Christmas if we are doing

some thing for somebdbedy.” this thought is uppermost

in her mind doing for othera plessure and happiness

a8 well as having her loved ones around her,

one is now bdaxing her frult cakes e0 as they will have
tlae 0 mellow, ant later she will prepare many other
good talags.

4% Christmss she has a big dining, serving roast turkey.
DAKed ham, oraanberry sauce and all that goes to complete

gucn a dianer.




sarle ~ixon
wrove 4ill,-soute s
she Pixon's

Mnggle, daughter of Gates Leil, was born at Jashi Ala,

She wag one of nine children. der father was a shift-

lég tenant farmer, who moved regularly once each year,
always liviag in very shabby, tumble~down houses.

dis sole possessio ns were a few soanty household fur-
nishings, 8 pair of mules and a wagon.

done of the children were ever sent Lo school.

sarle Vixon, son of Bob and Lonie Jixon, wae born near
iallanatta Spriges, Alabama.

dig father owned a farm of ten aores of land., dis house
consisted of one big bedroom, a shed-room used foy &
bedroom and a Xitchen. ihe house was bullt of rough ed@
lunber and uneeiled, with a board roof.

ihree boys and two girle were in this family, none of tHem
were sent L0 BCnool.

iney were & hard worki ng family but were always very poor.

when Maggie was twenty and Sarle was twenty eight they met

&t a protracted meeting at Slam church, near Hdarle's home,

& ocourtship of three months followed. lthen they were married
by & Justice of the Feace at the home of Barle's father in a
double wedding at which Sarle's sister Willie and Meggie's
bro ther Archie were also marrdéd.

“aggle and Zarle rented land about five years then moved to

8 community called Chilton, nine miles from Grove Hill where




they bought & house and elghiy acres of land_ which Zarle
paid for by doiang section work for Sgotch Lumber Compaay.
1t took about eight years of work to pay for it

LJuring this tige daggie ralised cora,peas,potatoes, and

sugar-gane, doiag all the work nerself, with wnhat help the

ghildren could give her. Lignt years ago the mill durne

then sarle turned his sttention to faruming. +i0e home they
bougnt was & frame house with froat porch across the entire
froant, four rooms and & long hall down through the center,
shree 0of these rooms are bhedrooms aAnt the other & cining
room aad kiichen combined. +00 NOWSe 1s unpainted andt oy
sgreened., .ihey made & nige farm here around the home,after
sarle no loager worked for Scoteh Lumber Company, he began
cloearing more of his land and now hag about thirty acres in
gul tivatiocn. ln addition he rents abdout tweanty five scres
sach year giving one fourth of the crop for rent. B8 ankes
good c¢rops but, the greater part of his profit has to go to
pay for fertilizer, because the land 18 very poor anc sandy.
Lsarle, saggie and the ghlildren g¢lear & mew grounu esgh Jyear,
all the timbder tnat is taken off the land 18 made into fLire-
wood and stove-wood and it is stagked in froat of the house
e tweoen Lthe Jyarc anc The road,

sfigre are st this tiwme living in tals house of only three
bedrooma thirteen people.“wggie is the mother of eleven

caildren, two of which were twins, who died in iafancy, the




ghildrean range in age from tweanty years to four montha.
sarle and Hagglie in gpeaking of the c¢hildren always call
thea the chaps. +{he bedrooms in this home are furnished
with the very c¢cheapest iron oveds, two to & room and home~
made chairs., +‘hey have a kerosene lamp and piansknot fire

in the fire places to light the house, rhe lamp is rsarely
used except for cooking breakfast before daylight. The dine-
ing room anc XKitchen have only a small stove a homemade ta-
0le and benches to sit on. ihey have the most ordinary cook-
ing utenslils and table ware. ihe house floors are kept nice
and glean, but they do not pay much attention to keeping
thlngs strailght and dusting, the yards are always swept
clean but you never see a flower or anything like that to
make them Jlook attractive. ihere is & machine in the home
out such & crowd of children they are never able to furnish
them over two ochanges of clothes around, Nelither Jarle or
“aggle can read or write so their children attend school
very irregularly as thelr parents alweys put work firet seg
beling most ifmportant, however when the school atlttendqnes
officer pays them & visit to see about the children going
10 school, they always claim that they do not have sultoble cloth

t0 wear., After they are sent a few clothes the attendence picks

p & Little but it does not last, The children sare sll girls

out two, one a boy about seventeen years old sad a suall boy

about three years old.




‘hese cohildren get out 20 little, that if you go iato
their home the children all run, but after being there

for a while if you glance up in the doors are several
little girls peepling at you,

fthese children never have any time to play, s0 they do

not have any kind of toys, &ll that they ever expect

Janta Claus to bring is an orange, apple and some stliek
candy just a few sticks. <hey do not seem to be very hap=-
py., you never see them smile or casnnot make frieads with
them, lf this family even go to church they do not have
anything to do with anyone elgse, the Tamlly all stay together.
Sven before they reach school age these children gtart
working, one small c¢hild has to care for the two Joungsst
while the others are in the field.

A8 800N ae the crop is laid by aarle starts to clearing a
aneow ground for the next year, 90 daggie and the children
nave 0 help him. “aggie and the oldest daughter meke reg-
ular plow hands, the samoe as Zarle and the oldest boy.
+helr gomplexion 1s so pale and sallow, csused by them havy-
ing chlills and fever, also by not having & bdalanced diet.
“agglie does aotl know much about & balanged diet if they
nave a pot of peas and pleaty of corn breal’ they seem sat-
igfied, and too she leads such a busy life does not have

time to prepare aaything else, so the children can keep the

pot bolling. “aggie seems always to be tired and sad, does




A0t seem TO be very happy, she does not very often smile.
ohe never takes time to vieit her neighbors unless there

LS siockness or a death, then she takes time off enough

to help and try to comfort them.

Sarle ie very iandustrious. wakes good crops by working

nis fanily hard, but they do not seem to know much about
enjoying what they have worked to make.

daggle Vixon is a glender woman of medium height, she has
straight faded browan halr and browa eyes. She has large
WOorx roughened nands, is fortiy two years of age but hasg
i0ad such & hard life that one would guess her age to be
at least fifty. She seems to be very quiet and patient.
resigaec to her lot in life.

4arle ~ixon is a very tall . emncianted man of fifty, with
SAQCy NAlr and drowa eyes, overhuang with bushy sandy eye-
brows. 4is stooped shoulders and shuffling gait give him
the appearance of a man of gixty. Hs is very unxempt, al-
Ways wears overalls which are pateched and dirty. never
8haves oftener than once every two weeks and is seldom seen
except at mealtime, without a bigz wad of tobaceo in nis
cheex and tobacoo Jjulce smeared all éver the gtubble on
118 ¢hin., 5S¢ is very difficult to talk to because he gstut-
ters Ladly, and also has several front teeth missing.

49 always looks oa the darkest side of everything. 4Aven
Lhough he made about five hundred bdushels of corn and nine

vales of cotton last Joar, which 1is more than twice ss wmuch

68 say of nis Aelighborsg made,

1L you aak Alm what kind of




orop he made his reply would be " mighty porely, the

rains wuz 80 late in the spring that 1 didat git nothin

planted till late. Then the dry spell come- and the Maggie

ghe wuz ailin all summer and 1 dint have nobody ter run

her plow. 1 even had ter hire somebody ter Go her part ur the
gotton pickin, and git the doctor ter come see her besides.”
“«hen you ask him how he plans to spend his time until erop
planting time again he says, "l aim ter clear a piece ur
u=-ground over tother side the field and then split rails

ter fix feace."

ifou ask him what kind of school they have and he says,

“they aint much ur a schoolthis year caus the teacher aint
no count, 1 figgers my chaps is déin dDetter ter stay home
when 1 needs em ter help me. lse made wivout any edication
and they maw has to0 80 they aint no use ur em goin all
time. Gals dont need much larnin noways."

W“hen you ask him about the church which is about a quarter
of & mile from his house he says" 1 couldnt tel you much
oout that bein as how 1 dont never go, but the preacher
alnt got no mo religon than 1 got., Maggle and the chaps
goes sometime though,"”

After you have talked with Zarle a while you are coavinced
that his highest ambition is to always make s bigger crop
the year than he did the year before and to get more of his
own land ready for cultivation.

Sarle owns two mules, & mare and two colts, four common

milk cows., de has & few head of hogs but nothing like




enough to supply his family with meat and lard,

ihey have about & hundred hens, chickens and eggs are
traded in & gtore sbout four and a half miles away in
exchange for lard, coffee,rice, sauff and tobsoco, only

on very rare occasions are chickens and egga served at
the table bvecause they must pay for these necessities.
daggie's married daughter, her husband and baby moved ian the
house with them ajtout two months ago. +i‘he daughter before
this had lived ia & two room house oa her father-in-laws
place but ag she could not get along with her mother and
and sister in-laws, she decided she wanted to go basck

to her father,

dora derle this married dasughter is the moest talkantive
momber of the family. %ut the troubles she has had with

her "in-laws" is the subject upon which she never seems to tire

Al preseat Vtis fugh fugh her husband , is unemployed.

Since their marrisge two years sgo he hag refused to

farm although hie father has land lying out for want of
someone to cultivate it. Otis has decided he wants to make
nis liviag by doiang public work.

49 sawed logs for about a year and a half after his marriage.
ihen worked on WPA for about three months on a mosqui to
control project but about two months ago he was laid off,

Lt waz at this time they moved.




f
Hora Mderle says,” 111 reat a place and work the rent omt

myself before 1'1l live back oan Joha Pugh's place anymore-

they didant do nothin but stick their nose in my bisness

all the time we wuz there. Zver two or three days, Myrtle-
thats Otis’ sister-would come snooping round to count the

tin cans in th back yard. lhey sed money spent that a way

was jes throwed away. ithey say Mr Pugh aint goin to leave

Viis no land when he dies casus Otis wont farm, but he & nna
leave the baby twenty acres. Well, 1 regon Joha Pugh's old

land aint all they is."

‘his just about covers all about dagglie and her married daught=-

ter thus far in Their l1ife history.




‘ Annie webbd
E::::riizifrfgfu. ; Clarke Cam ty
valhoun s
Lena varter wins bora at Urove dill, Clarke County,Ala,
She was one of six children,daunghter of Mrs Virginis
Var ter, whoee musband was murdered, when Lemm was only
8 small child, her mother being left a widow Wwihh eix
small children, had a hard @Wime raising them and trying
t0 give them as much opportunity to attend school as was
possible. Mrs Carter's oldest son who at that time was on-
ly about ten years of age commenced working in a store to
help bear the expenses of the family.
Lena lmproved every opportuni Ly that she mmd, petting a
very good comaon school educati on, after ghe was a grown
yJoung lady, she tT00kX a millinery course and for a aumber
of years had a millinery shop in Urove dill _where she suce
coeded and made a comfortabdble living.
4908 was a slender girl medium neight, blue eyes, fluffy brown
nair, fair complexion,she wag very attractive, naving a pleag=
ing personali ty.
ohe married ¥inters Calhoun,a bachelor whom she had always
known, 0e was reared out from Grove Hill K on & rursl farm. He

wWas & amall man, with dark brown hair_ brown eyes,K md c¢lear

dark complexion while he is of a very quiet and unsssuming man-

ner, ne nas plenty of life and fun in hls make up.

'
Jome times when we have entertainments he affords lote of amusge-
neat by hie dancing, he often times gots the prize.

d¢ ownse & farm with a home out in the country about four miles
from Grove dill, here he snd Lena started making them & home, a8

the jyears passed tney seemed happy and to Le prosgpering and by

being economical scoumulated enough o be very comfortable.




Gradually as time passed 8 veral children were bora in to

their home, until there were four, two girls and two bojys.
The oldest boy Carter when he was of school age was near
enough to come tc Srove #ill, where he entered graded school
which he finished in sém years, then he came on here to High
Jechool until he finished about three jyears ago, during this
time when not attending school, he was busy helping his father
with all tne farm work. H¢ is a fine lookiang strong young man
and now has a good position near liontgomery, he visits his
parents and they are very proud of him, as is such a nice boy
and very industrious.
'he next two children are girls, Janice and Jean situated so
as to be able to come in to digh School on a school bus, both
thege girls haw finished digh school educations.
Janice, being the older finished one Jyear before her sister but
staid with her mother helping with everything in the home.
After Jean finished school last year, she has had some NIA
work  which has been a gret help, she being avle 0o work a
limi ted number of hours each period, and also it 1s good train~
ing for when one wants to work it is necessary for them to have
had experiencs in order to get almost any kind of employment.
Lena hag taught them to sew and they are now in & position to

make their own clothes and also they have learned to do the many

things that hag to be done in and around the home and farm,
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doth these girls have Xnow how t0 manage & home and if

they are situated ia their future lives so that it is ever
Negesssary L knowy how to do Oor have done whatever comes W

on the farm.

‘he Youngest child is a boy named John, he is about twelve

yoears old, is now attending digh School, he is an unmusually

bright child and studies hard, mazing go0d his opportuni ties,

d8 is very industrious works during wvacation, hauling wood

and dolag any little Jjobs where he can earn a little money,

80 as to have his own pocket change.

Janice is away from home, takiag a LHusiness course, S0 she can

26 ilndependent.

ohe is a very atitractive girl and 1f nothing happens will muke

& Success in whatever she undertnkles.

inds family own a farm home, with a large frame two story house,
¢ontalniag eight rooms, five of them on the first floor, these
rooms are used one for a living room, two for bedrooms, a dining
room and xitchen anc the scond story has tmree bedrooms, which
anres the nome very comfortable.Lona being capable has it all real
nicely furnished, and belng a good housekeeper Leeps it clean an
64 L. i0ey raise on the Ifarm cotton, corn, peas, potlatoes and ground-
peas. “ens is 2 good cookx and always prepares good balanced mesls

and ner deing where they ralse 30 much &t home it is a gresat help,

‘ﬂetl r - g
J ralse chickens, 40£8 and have pleanty of milk and outter kill

Chelir meat and make lard.




Lena's mother lived %t bd»e o0ld and after she was feedld

and had no one to stay at home with her and to care for

ner, she went and lived in Lenan's home, was with her for
almost & year and it was the greatest pleasure for she and

the children to care for her, she while there passed away

very peacefully, being happy and perfectly satisfied.

Lena while she lives several miles out of town is a strict
dothodist and sees to it that her children attend regularly
the “unday school and church servigces.

She takes an sctive part in church work herself, coming to

the preaching services and doing her part in whatever she

is called upon to do.

fhe family own an old model car but they always use 1t ,where
ever they go, they do not seem to mind If 1t is not new,

Lena has had a right hard time living out in the rural district,
ghe has never had aay of the modera gonvenieances, so it really
WAKeSs her work much harder, but never hmaving been accu s tomed
0 any luxuries makes the bdest of everything and seems to lead
& happy contented life,

She always expresses herself that she thinks any girl 18 much
nappier ia & howme of their own evea if it is Just & simple
one , than to stay slngle and always work.

Jhenever j u 866 her £he always meets you with a smile.

«nile they are poor and in reduged circumstances, toey by
dolng thelr own sewing, always mannze T0 WAKSe & good appear-

ance and enjoy going placges.

ihe ghildren always came to Grove dill to everything and take




ia all tie entertainments, they also enjoy having

thelr friends %o come and vigit them in the home.

“inters umally comes in to town on Saturday and very

often works in one of the stores that day, W this means
pleks up sevaral extra dollars.

“inters delang a good substanthal man takes an sctive in-
terest in politics and you can count on aim as being oan

the right side politically.

~ens 1is now busy petting everything ready so as the ghiléd~
ren will have & big time during the Christmas holidays,

they have 80 many good things for the table as well as oth-
or things that they like and too the children will come into
town to 2ll the eantertainmments and to do whatever shopping
that hms to be done,

ihey will all ve home for this happy occasion and will enjoy

naving a big dining and a regular family reunion.

“inters t00,llike Lens was reared without a fathers care

and advise, he aleo lost his mother whe n small sn¢ had an
older sister, who took the mothers plage in the home as near
88 possible,

iheir mother and father both died leaving six children in the

nomeé to be raised, thie daughter stayed ftn the home trying to

care for as best she could,
“he liwed for some time with lLena

and <“inters but about twelve years 880 came to Grove Hill




bought her a comfortable little home where she lives
alone, only renting out an apartment in the home so as
0 have protection and company in case of an emergency.

“inters being raised in thls manner, it nas made him be

more thoughtful and conslderate of his family.




Annie Webb,
John P.Armistead, Clarke County

Grove Hill, Alabama
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Daisy Purnell Webd was born February 11th, 1880, at West Bend,Clarke
County,Alabama, She was the daughter of Sydney Vaughan and Josephine
E.¥ebb, was one of nine children, she and four slsters, Mary, Jessie,

Anna and Teula, four bdrothers, Sydney, Thomas, luciys and Henry,
Vhen she was of school age and until a young lady attended school at

West Bend about two and one-half miles from her home accompanied by her
brothers and sisters, sometimes there would be only three months public

school, then again a full nine months school

Always a different teacher each school, and of course it was bad for the
children to have to change teachers so often, it kept them from advancing

as they properly should,

£he was the doctor of a country doctor, and had a hard life going all over
the rural pa rts of the country to practice his profession, with at that

time no good roads, any time day or night as his services were needed,

Her father owned a pretty level farm, about forty acres, which always was
cultivated, BHe had a wage hand to work his garden and to cultivate the
patches around the home but the most of this farm was rented to a tenant

on shares,

The bome was an old time frame house with long front porch, four rooms, a
hall down the center and an extra addition with dining room, pantry and

kitchen with front porch,

The house was plain but comfortadle and nicely fumished with many pieces




of antique furmiture., In this home her mother had everything kept in
place and the home was always neat, They had a fine peach orchard, which
the children enjoyed, were always canned and made inte preserves in large
quantities for winter use, Dalsy's father having a large family to sup-
port and educate had to try to make something bdesides what he could make
at hie profession to help to bear the expenses which were heavy, Her
parents both had a college education, naturally that made them more anxe
ious that the children should have good educational advantages,

Daisy was one of the younger children and after improving every opportunity
that she could get at West Bend, was not satisfied but wanted to go on to
school so she made arrangement where she could go to Iivingston to Normal
School, 80 as to be properly trained foeraatéesbher as she was planning

on that of her work,

She first after coming home from school accepted a position as governess
over on the Alabama River, in Dr,Bd King's home, here she taught three
children, one girl and two boys, after this she taught a school at Woods

Bluff, Alabama, boarding with a Mre,Wileon,

After teaching and being governess she accepted a position with Mr,George
Nichols, Nicholsville, Alabama, where she worked in a general store and
assisted in the post office for some time, After working several years
at different jobs and bdetween times during her vacations, made several
trips, making visits at different places where she met young people and
made numbers of friends and seemed to get a lot of pleasure out of life,

having a cheerful disposition/,

Being the youngest girl in the family pes very few responsibilities,




could come and go whenever she liked, could use what money she made for

her own pleasure, spending it anyway that she liked,

She was a perfect brumette, tall, slender, with brown eyes, bdlack curly
hair, dark complexion, weighed about 135 pounds, She would at times
have her friends come to visit her and entertain them at her home,

Daisy, when a gir], never had very much experience in home cares and did
not try to learn to sew or anything like that for she thought when the
time came ghe would them learn all these many duties that has to be per-
formed in every home, VWhen she was about twenty-eight years old she was
married to John P.Armistead, who was born in Norvin, Clarke County, Ala=
bama, September 12th, 1861, Ee was a small man, with black hair, dark eyes
and dark complexion, He was a widower with five children, three boys,
Eddie, Jdhn and Roy; two girls, Mamie and Annie Barle, John Armistead
owned a nice home at West Bend, Alabama, This home was a frame house with
seven rooms, a long front porch dining room, kitchen, a closed hall, back
porch, pantry and several closets, The house is painted white with green
blinds, there were beautiful ocak shade trees, making the large level yard
80 cool and shady, Out in front of the home was a level lawd with a grove
of large oaks adding very much to the beauty of the place, The land all
around the home was pretty and level all of it in cultivatéon, This is
where Daisy went as a bride to make her home, She at once won the love
and respect of Joha's children, and was a real mother to them, taking care

and training them as a mother woulds.

As the years passed, children were born intc the home until Daisy was the

mother of eix children, Thers werd four girls, Iucile, Marguerite, Ruth




and Nell, two boys Sidney and Robert, The later died when about three

years of age,

Daisy and John lived in this home where they were happy and contented,
John having a large plantation on the Tombigbee River as well as the
farm around the home, He not only had his own crop but had tenants on

the plantation who were share croppers that he advanced to rach year,

He and hies boys worked on the farm, he teaching them and going with them
gll the time, also he kept two wage hands the entire year, He owned
fine mules and wagon which was used on the farm daily, hauling all the

erop, wood for home conmsumption and anything that was needed on the farm,

John owned two cotton gins, one on the river plantation and the other

out in the hills near his home, He ginned the cotton for the whole
community. At the gins he bought cotton and quantities of cotton sesd
and by being careful and keeping up withtdhe market, usually made a profit
on both, He contracted his seed with the 01l mills at so much a ton, del-

ivered to a steamboat on river bank and in this way was safe in buying them,

His wage hands helped at the gin and did saythingughat was to be done besides
working on the famm,

John was very successful and a good business man, with fine judgement and

made money in whatever he undertock., On the farmm he raised cotton, com,

bhay, grcundpeas, and potatoes,

He owned cows 80 as to have milk and butter for home use, raised poultry

and hogs, making thelr own meat and lard, aleso enough for all the hands.




Daisy always made quantities of sausage meat for home use,

During these years on the farm while Daisy's children were small, she had
many cares, She always, when they were working on the river, prepared and
packed lunch each day for, not only her husband and the boys, but also for

the two wage hands, - They had a cane mill at a large spring right near the

house, where they made syrup for family use and for all hie hands and the

onee he advanced to also,

After gathering the crop, completing the ginning, sacking and hauling the
seed and coton to the river, before starting the plows for the next crop,
the fences were gone around and repaired where it was needed, the fields
cleaned off, all fence corners cleared out and maybe a piece of new

ground cleared,

John sent the older children away to boarding school and after they had
finished High School sent them to college, giving them the very best

advan tages,

Eddie, his oldest son, married when just a boy, but succeeded by farming
and working in timber business in making a comfortable living for his
family., This son, about two years ago, died after g short illness in a
hospital, had a mastoid operation and died under the operation, He left
an interesting family, who are getting along nicely. The boys are all
working, All the children are grown but the youngest child.

Mamie, the oldest girl, after completing her course at the Normal College
at Livingstone, taught for a while, then married a nice young man, Waltér

Willis, of Epps Alabama, She was married at West Bend church, After




taking a dridal trip they returned to that place, where Walter owned a home,
She is contented and happy in her comfortable home, and has two fine boys,

both of them now almost grown.

The two boys, John and Roy, are both married and live in OEica;o with their

families, They are succeeding and getting along very nicely.

Annie Earle, the other daugler, after finishing at Monetvalle, taught for
several years, then met a fine young man, Tim Carleston, Montgomery, Ala-
bams, who was also a teacher, Now both of thm are teaching, but are not in
the same school, They own a nice home in Montgomery, are getting aleng
Just fine and seem to be very happy and contented, They are each of them
attending school each summer working for a degree, John and Daisy sold
their home and all of their property at West Bend and came to Grove Hill
and purchased them a home in order for Daisy's children to be adble to stay

in the home and yet have school advantages,

John, having always lead such an active life, wanted something to do
after moving here, 80 he went into the mercantile business, but did not

succeed as he wanted to, so did not keep this business for very long, for he

found out it was not making him any prefit, and that, instead, was causing

to lose money, He sold out as quickly as he could find a buyer.

Lucile and Sidney both completed High School in Grove Hill, lucile was a
very bright intelligent girl, very quiet and studious, making the best of
her opportunities, finishing with highest honors and at the same time taking
a competitive examination and gaining a $1,000,00 scholarship at Brenean
College, in Georgia, Her parents decided to let her take advantage of it,

0 this 18 where sk completed her education,

After teaching a few years, she married Gray Smith, of CEilton, Alabama,




They built them a neat, comfortable little home out in that community.

Sidney, when just a mere boy, fell in love with, and married Clarice
Carter, of Grove Hill Alabama, They lived here for several years,

Sidney working in the bank, Then they moved to Butler, Alabama, where
they lived for several years, Sidney working for the state, He has
recently moved to Oneonta where he is cashier in the bank. They have

an interesting family, two girls and a doy. They had another boy but

had the nisfortune of losing him, He was drowned accidently while
visiting his Aunt Eppe, in a creek near the home, at the age of five years,

It was such a shock that it was hard for all of them,

Margurite, after finieshing HighSchool, went to Livingstone to nchﬁol.
taking a Normal course, After getting her certificate, she taught three
years, and during this time met Bennie Bihgletan. of Putnam, Alabama, a
fine young boy, with whom she fell in love, after a shrt courtship., They
went to Meridian, Missippi, and were married. ©5She seems satisfied and
happy in her new surroundings, They live at Putnam, Alabama, with his

mother,

Ruth, after completing High School in Grove Hill, went to Mgntevallo, took
a two years secretarial course, came home, worked a few months at the High
School, then accepted a position in New Orleans, louisiana, where she is

now working,

Bell, the youngest child, is in her last year &S High School, She is a

pretty, attractive young lady.

John and Dalisy now have a nice home, a frame house with two stories,

a long front porch, four rooms, a long hall, kitchen and back porch,




The bath-room is in the back end of the hall, The mecond story has three

rooms, hall and front porch, The house has two stack chimneys, making 1t
very comfortable in winter, It is painted white, The first room to the
left, after entering the front hall, is the living room. In 1t they have
a regular set consisting os a settee, library table, three chairs made of
reed and upbolstered with flowered creton, an upright plano, a small table

and several other confortable chairs: on the meanle piece is Ruth' s pic-

ture in the center ¢all straight old—ﬁn vases on the ends ; on the plano
are pictures of the girls, one on each end, On the library tadle she has
a basket for flowers in the center, books at each end; on sette several
very pretty pictures, There are seferal rugs thrown about on the fldor.
The house is lighted with electricity, has a 1light fixture in the center of
the living room with five bulbs, several pictures hanging on the wall., The

small table contains various small ormaments,

The room to the rear of the living room 1s Joh's and Dalsy's room. You can
enter from the living room and from the hall, On the center of the

mantle plece is an antigue clock, This is where all John's medicine is

kept, just a regular jumble of it, =20 many different kinds., And any important
letter that requires and answer, is put here for safe keeping, By the

mantle plece hangs a calendar and an almanac, The room has a dresser in it
with Daisy's mother's and her brother's picture on it, one at each end; a
table with radio on it; bed, washstand, and near the door an antique desk

in which are filed all of John's important papers, Hanging on the wall

are pictures of John, his wife and Nell, There are tan shades and

whit curtains at the windows and a rug on the floor,




The room across the hall from the living room is a bed room, This room
has a bed, dresser, washstand, and several comfortable chairs in 1it, also

tan shades with white curtains, To the rear of this and opening into 1%,

is the diaing room & has dining table in center of room, side table in one

corner, ffe dox, side board and the chairs. This room also has white
curtains , Just to the rear of this room is the kitchen, which opens into

the dining room and also open on back porch, There 1s a range-stove, a
safe, table in one cormer and then a long table almost the entire length

of the room, with a shelf above it, They are having hot water tank
attached to the range, and are installing a sink, Also, they are having

the bath-room fitted with tud, commode and lavatory, with hot and cold water,
The upstairs rooms are all three bedrooms., All are neatly furnished. The

entire house is convenient and comfortable,

John has been an invalid for more than two years, never able to get out

anywhere and very seldom even able to go to the table for his meals,

Daisy and all the children are devoted to him, waliting on him and doing
everything that can possibly be done for his comfort, He is kept on a
strict diet, can have no meats dbut chicken or fish, He has heart trouble
- high blood pressure, During the depression of 1933, when so many banks
failed, John lost his money in two of these banks, Worrying over these
losses has made him give down much earlier, Since John's health failed,
lucile and her husband, CGray, closed up their little home and came to live
with them, Oray has work in Grove Hill and it makes it so much more cone
venient for him as well as being company and help for Daisy, The doctor,

nurses and drug bills have been very heavy for the last two years,

It 1s hard for Daisy as she has all the responsibilitées to bear alone and

all the business to attend to, She cannot consult John about anything.




She tries to be brafe and keep anyone from knowing how she worries, She
has a sad smile and patient, sweet expression on her face most of the time.
All the children, even the married ones who are away from home, do all they

possibly can to help and lessen her cares.

If she did not have Lucile and Gray with her it would indeed be hard, for
she and Nell are the only ones left in the home and Nell is away at school
all day, which would leave Daisy alone with John, and all the home duties
to attend to, Daisy tanght all the girls how to keep house and how to
sew., BShe is a good manager, keeps her house neat and clean, She is
naturally slow in doing her work, but when she finishes it is well done,

Daisy raises quite a number of chickens, so has nice fresh yard eggs most of
the time, She has flowers in th front yard, which makes th place look more

attractive, She takes an interest in cultivating and keeping them watered,

They always have a nice garden and plenty of vegetables, canning any extra
thatithey have for winter use, also they put up preserves, pickle and
Jellies for home consumption, John seems to be better since cool weather
is here, but now thinks he would like to go back to the old home, where

they spent so many peacdful years,

When you ask Dalsy about ar life at West Bend, she says: "I would love to
own my old home and go back to West Bend to live," She often saysj "I
want some day to buy the old home and go back, but do not want any of the

other property.”

Sidney and Ruth both came home during the holidays for a short time, John

enjoying their 1little visit,




- 1]l -

Daisy is so proud of her grandchldren and does not like for them to be
80 far away, but tries to make the best of 1t, knowing it is dest for

Sidney to stay where he is.

Sidney's oldest giwkhter 1s now getting to be a big girl, is attractive,
and can be lots of help and pleasure to her mother, The smaller girl is
now about three years old, She is a beautiful child with a sweet, bhappy

disposition, and such a pleasure to them all.

Daiay feels that she has been extremely fortunate for her husband to have
kept well until all of the children were grown and all but Nell through
school. She now hopes some way will be possible for Nell to go to

college when she finishes High School, so sh ean have the same opportunities

the othey girls had,
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