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An sx-farmer who loves the Bible... am ex=preacher who loves
the farm is Allen Turpin, the Negro janitor at the Agudath Isracl Syn-
agogue in Mon boomery.

Seveaty-orve years old, Allem has been merried five times. He
naintaias hovever that he hes never had dut gne vife-end that gne
vas Matilda, the mother of his eight childrem.

Allen's first and "only real wife® dled forty years age, the
ninotesnth of last Decemder., DFut he can see Matilds as plainly now,

ho says wistfully, as though they parted only yesterday. He and
Katilda had been married thirtesn years vhen she died of chlld-dirth

felt e same since sdout angthing. "But you can's give wp," the old
nen opined, "as long as others wesher than yourself is loscking to youm
for help. Hoarte dreak ...but they keep on Deating. And we o't
quit wmtil they dces. Of courge I had ny children. After Natilda

died I lived for them and my farm. 1 had nover done anything else then

ut farm. 1 love a farm.
"The happiest and bDest life a men is ever %o kmow ia this world

waits on & farm, From the time the birds degin twittering at the
break of dawm, until the firet shadows of night fall in the evening,
there is something to do-om & farm. That's why lasy people never

likes %o farm. It's 2ot the place for them thal wvants %o set and
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"GAB'UL, OHUMNE DAT HARPQ®

thole Hemyy Beysmore, who lives at J9 Suda Street, Nontgomexy Alabana,
says he hac been fo'casting so long he can't exaotly remember when he began telling
fortunes as & business, o

A tall dasik Negro, with gray woolly hair and bushy vhite aysbrows that
dvepe themselves adove his large, dirvect, and singularly honest eyes, Uncle Heary
admits rather sheepishly that he iz going on seventy five ypars old. He says he
almost worked hmeelf to death in his early life, tryiag to fam on shares, and
trying to please white folks,

Now, instesd of white folks working him, he works waite folks,

wm-mnmummwhiﬂﬁmvﬂj/
“1 got more white customers what wants % see inte de ruimn. den oullud ones.

"lost of my oullud customers wants to cunjure gomedody, Dey comes %0

e on account I'se de men fur dat. But de white folks patronizin' Uncle Nenry

is snxious %0 know about money ...how kin dey keep what dey gof ... or git &

holt %o somebody else's, Or Af $'ain't money dey's inguirin'® about Lts property...




Is dey aviner inherit dat house dey craves, or is ole Ammt Lucy gwiner up an'
l1eave it to somebody else - after alll

"1Look Uncle Henry,' dey "low,'peer in yo'! glass an' see kin you spy out
what she's intendin' fur o 40 wid all 4at money. It & shame fur hit to go %o
somebody else after sy visits en' ‘tentions %o de ole lady, T'ain't right, Uncle,
Dere ought to be some way I kin fence off de others, An' Af dey is slch a wvay -
an' you p'ints 4t out %o me, « I might give you five dollavs.”

¢ :
Ungle Henyy paused %o emit a chuaikle. _'_'Hﬂ dollarst® 1 WI.JW Chdle,

i1t adn't a goin' to cost & cent under ten dollars fur me to see wvho yo'! At Iusy

is gviner leave her money, sn' dismonds an' houses to. Ne'm, not a cent under tem
dollars, My eyes is gittin' ole lak deo res' of me, I8 ain't he'p 'em none, nelver,
strainin' to see den din shapes ia my crystal goblet, or ny sperit glases, So Af
you can'$ 'fode ten dollars, fur a 1i)l mupernat’chal info'mation, W{WW
Jus' hafta go %o somebody else. Dat usually gete "em, " he sdded oraftily, "’
dey'll more "en likely come back to hand over de eash,

"One lady useter come %0 see me all de time, tryin' to find out wvhen
her hushend sim fur to dle. 'Don'd you vorry yo! se'f fille!, I says finally,
"Det man ain't studin’® "bout dyin', He'll live a long tine yit. A long time,

1 kin see him hysh Swenty yers fum now.’

"Well sir, she bust out cxyinl 'Oh Uncle Henyy ' she sob. "I needs




de insu'ance, I needs 4t bad, Can't you do no better'n dat? I thought she sinoe I
been givin hn dem heart draps you could see hin fadlin', lLook ergin Ungle, Hebbe
you kin notice him weakenin',' I look ergin, a long steady gase., Dem I saye.' No'n,

I 98811 sees Mu goin' strong twenty yers fun now, Only you ain't wid him, He's

W
ma'ied to somedody else, Young an'frisky as a colt. But you mtfin feal dad over

dat, He thinks & 1ot of you. I sees him goin' to de cemetory mos' eviy week,
"Doed I do,

"¥id dat she screams an' says I'a;f’;; fisp'tant ole dedbil, an' dat she
"Midee 40 repo'te me fur sassin’ her, "No'm, you adn't’, I "lov, "You'se goin
home dis ebenin’, an' you adn't goin' %o feel good, You is goin' %o stay in bed
a fov days. You ain'$ well now., An' by tomorrow you can't keep muffin on yo!
stummick, You'll stay in ded a spell an' you won't never be wp no more', An' she
walnt, No'n, she went $o ded wid a nervous sicikmess,I heard, an' was down three
sunts. Den she tus' de flu an' pass right out, I read dat in de papere. I vam's
sorzy neiver. Repo'te me indeed! Huh! Heart draps fur to git dat insu'ancel He's a
good men %00. I meets him on de gtreet someting. He's a heap better off wid de
second wife. Only he don't go %o de cemetery rogular at all, I jus' Sole dat %
malte her feol good., Put lawl 'Stesd of cheerin' her wp hit went an' kilS her,

¥isnin is cu'is dat way, Mighty cu'is. Dey ain't got no common sense in day,

Mh". ot n M'




"0le malds vhat never had & beau - an' never will - comes an' ax ne
can't I see & man in dey life, Dey say, "Uncle Henry, 1's mighty lonssome, I want
you to ses fur me, I wants you %o do de bdes' you kin fur me'., Yessum dey doos, Dey
sho does, So I looks in mah glass, but suffin shows uwp 'cept a misty cloud effect
perduced Yy dey troudbled thoughts, Insomuch as dat ain'$ what dey wants, dey's
powiful diseppointed, But I's hepless Miss. I's hepless. 'Cause you kmov if dey
can't so0 no man settin' in dey parior or on dey front poleh, how 18 I gviner
find one in a glass or wvater? But visnens don'd think about 11l things lak dat,
Doy, wante Uncle Henzy %o see all de things fur dem « in a crystal goblet what dey
carries in dey minds, An' cose dat ain't possidle., Ne'n, 41t sho ain's, I kin gee
heaps er things in mah glasses, but I can't glimpse ns besux fur dem sisters wvhats
pushin' on %o fifty, Dey ain't such lef' fur dem ‘cept %o loam howv to resd. Dat's

& good peaceful diversion, I %ole some of 'em dat. But dey say dey kin already read

B
anyhow, An' ax me hov come I Salks sich imp't¢nt ole nigger foolishness to white

ladlies.

"I "low I don's knov no better wvay % Salk, So dey hafta s'ouse 1%,
Den day laff an' goes home an' sends some friends fur %o git dey fortunes Seole.
Doy comes in droves at times, an' den again I hamdly has a one, As & yule, dou',

I averages about a hund'ed dollars a mmnt fum soofsayin’ alone. Dat's not countin!

what I makes on mah powders., Yessum, I sells cunjures, an' good luck powders %oo.




Noz! of my powder bdusiness is wid cullud people., Dey is great on powders.

wutwm;mtmmuqﬂ-.wuwwmnu
widout dat. Some lak de CharmeYou Powder too. An' de Young Flush Powder what I
gite in New Orleans is mighty pop'law, Do widows tuys me out er dat fas' as 1
stock up on ht, Widows is wile about Young Hlush, But day loves sumpin else
detter. Dey'e only one thing a widow will go widout her sumpin-toed % by, '
dat's Adam sm' Bve Root, Yessum, or widow is gviner have dat Adam an' Bve root
4 she hafte 2o %0 Jail fur hit, ¥ater runs down RELL ... grass grovws wplards ...
an' vidows is gviner be wvidowe,

"I aln't never got along so good wid widows., Dat's how come I ain't a
preacher, I started cut fur to be a preacher onoce, u'whllt!m.;:opmch
1 sead de BMle, I see in 4o Bible whar Mt say fur Ministers %o keop deype’f
unspotted fum de worl', Den hi$ say %o visit de widows., Tessum, Mt say bofe or
dem things, Pat if you is sver been soquainted wid sny widows you knows a preacher
can't visit Yen sn' keep his-se'f wnspotted, Hit can't be 4ld, So I give wp &
preachin®, an' went beck to farmin' on shares an' %o singin' all day while I hoed
out de cotton rows in de fleldse.

Nidstis, 19 you ever heard davkies singin' while dey plcks cotton, or

chops qut de Johmson gwass, or drives pilin' along a whaxf, or a mailroad track?

Aln's 1% do moumfulness sound you ever is heard? Yossum, hit's de echo of al)




sorvow livia? or desd dot welks de earf, VWhite folks fall over eanch other goin'
%o hear de Jublileoe Singers Swing low in dey Sweet Chariots, Put I never listens
5o mo' to darikies sing., 1'se done wade over Jordan sa' 1% had emough,

"De bes' one er dem spisitusl dymms is Nobody Knows de Trouble I's Semn,
Dat's mak favorite I yeckon., NHit's mah good luck song $Soc. You know eviybody has
a good luck song an' & bed luck song. If you sings yo! bad luck seng, you gviney

alulr lover sn' lover., Wiile &o swing of yo' good luck song will sorfer insinerate
P4
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1tse'f into all you does, an' gradually promote you inte prosppe’ty.

Yoomum, I wvas singin' lobody Inows one day, an' pilin' cross ties on &
flat car, vien a passel or Gipsies pass in one or dem ole faslum vans. Dey step
%0 vatoh us work, an' after a wvhile deo Chief he say %o me. *Come over hore Elack
Nan, I oot sone Salk fur you.' Cose I wanted S0 hear vhat kind of talk MS was
dat could make & wvhite man call & nigeer sway fum hs work, So I Sole de boye
to knock off fur a hour, Dein’ de fo'san I could do dat yyu mow, Jen I went Wp
to do Glpey wan, HE$ was plusd full er chillun, dswgs, an' helf sSarved, devish
lookin® mens an' visming dat lef® de van an' spill out on do gruse vhen doy see
e Aray near,

511 wight Soss man, ' I say %o do Ohdef, "what iind eor talk ypu got

fur me? Pears lak ypu are sellin® smpin o you vouldn't be so frimmdly wid cullwd




‘Sho nuff dey was sellin’ all kinds er 11l trinkets, an' medicines %o

m-ﬂmr—anmwummwmunw fortunes $00.

An' dat's vhat kotch me, Yessum, dey $ole mine, Hi% come pretiy stmaight Soo. An?

¥

day oaly charge me fo'blts. Dey charge de othere six dite m';n acocownt of dey

wvasn't s¢ izmportant as me,

"De gipay Ghief en' I Salk as one head to another, an' while us dispose

40 toplos of de times. I notiee dat his lof'! fool was swole, an' mighty red. Ne say

hit iﬁ-um.r;oumunu&. an' dat he 444n'% hope fur %o 1% mo

better, Well, I tole him how o heal uwp dat 'feched foot. Yessum, I give hin dlvect-

fons how to mix an' brew Jimeon yoot, Femnyroyal leaves, sage, an' foxglove, an'

$o seak ks foot in dat #4111 Mts well ergin. I tole him hit couldn't fall, ‘comse

Mt never had, An' he was she thankful, No'm, he didn't pay me nothin' « sactly, b

he Sanght me how to tell fortames. An' I's been independent ever since,

"] quit loadin' cross-ties, an' move to Nontgomery, whar I opem a 11l

Shop as EHeybdoctor,, Fortune-teller, sn' Cunjure-man, I soon stop foolin' wid herde

m_!. Doy waln't nuff money in dat fur me, Niggers won'$ pay tut half dollar fur no

herd medicine, Fut dey'll spen' five or tem dollars fur to git somebody cunjured.

Dey'1l g0 on payin' too, mmt after mmt, yer after yer fur to keep dat spell

rum-mp'ﬁnmﬁQWhtmtmmmhﬂ:h-_h'
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fiftesn yors or me!, an' dey ain's out yit, In fac' & good omnjure case never is




out as long as de engager am gof 40 money % pay. I has a nice 11) income out
of do palay, rheumatic pains, chills sa' fever, coughin' fite, an' sudden misery
vhat I sends on folks %0 pacify dey enemies, Besides all dat, I charge fifty
cents & week %0 keep de sickness on "em after hit's ence ketch holt,

"Ho'n, I don't look at kit dat way. Dis 12 mah perfession. Mit aia's

nnvm‘dnnlmrmtpth'mhh«plcmkfﬁr;nﬂmrfum'

lectecuted; or a doctor curin' some mean ole dedbdl dat ought to die anyhow.
I's done some haom I reckon, But I'se done some good %00. I'se done a hesp o
good in fae' or dey wouldn's be gittin'® ready fur me up in Hesben,

"Dey's makin' a place fur me on Golden Rov in Heabem, Yessum, I's
done got de word, An' I'u';hhuhatfdn 00's I kKu olip right out an' not
trouble nodedy but do anglled. I's beem a vidderer Swenty yers. But I'se got twe
daughters in d¢ country, I done lef one or dem mah fo! pos' bed, an' de pink
silk cover you sees on 1% now, an' mh quilts over dar in de clawset, She gite
de rockin' chers %00. An' mah plotuwre dat I had enlarge las' Ap'ul., I gviner
leave her sone ins'uance %00, An' a niee carped, an' all mah cookin' pote an'
pans, an' gll do money I got in de bank, Hit "pears w0 Christisn lak fur a2 man
to leave property %o his daughter instesd or willin® 1% t0 some fas' plece « or

& vafflees vidov. S0 I am leavin vhat I got %o mah oldest an' bes' dmughter,

"o mah other daughter I's willin' de hat-rack you sees out yonder




in de hall, as a reminder she ain'$ never hang her hat in mah house since she
vent outer Mt wid dat nowcount gamblin' nigger fum Wilcox county, I'se hed a
fangy motte painted to leave her toog 'dout de serpent's Soof an' de thankless
chile, Dat's sho gvimer rile her temper, Sorter wish 1 could be aroun' fur %
watch her wah an' pitch, Mebbe I'1l see hit anyhow. Dey might has front seats in

Iuhlfurd-vhtmuﬁpudmmdquhumnmtuﬂundcld'
is read out %o ‘em,

"Sut 1 'spec vhem all dat is Sakin' place I'1l be flyia' ‘rewm, testin!
seh dran? nev wings %o make she dey @ida't £1t me out a size dats way %too small
fur ne. 1% & bigz man an' 1 needs a big palr or vings. I wants eviything big
aroun' me in Neaben. Dis 141 fo' room stusco house seem big %o me when I fust come
fate hit. Now hits too small, I wants a big house ian Neaben, I'm sho %o have 1% tee,
or dey wouldn' be workin' droves or sngles day sn' night buildin' msh house, Dey's
gittia’ mah harp ready too. Jus' t'other day I hear ole Nr, Peter de boss nan say,
‘Gad'ul, clame dat harp fur Uncle Nenxy. S%posen he comes sudden lak, an' his
harp ain't ready? Lawd hep us) Y'all triflin' critters wish den you had step me
lively, T'all will "tend to yo' business mo' prompt I'se thinkin', vhen Heary's
hysh to keep his eye on de back alleys er Neaben, I can't watch eviybody all de

tine, sa' y'all jus' natchelly takes advantage.

“"In case I'se busy doin' sumpin else vhen Henyy busz de bell, lemme -




mow at onge, 'hh‘lﬂ'ﬂ’: 'ﬂ'llmmtmhfdn' at 40 gate, An' ypu
Notifias, 'Mwltusmr/nalgﬁnw. ‘so0 %0 kit dat you *nounces Uncls
Benry correct vhenm he enters deo po'Sals. You clap yo! han's fur *tentlon, ant
you say, "M'lord ... Mps Poter on' Paul ..e ladies an' gent'mm of de Heabemly,
hosts, 1 presents Uncle llenyy Baysmo' of lontgomery Alabama, feceive him as nice
as you mow how.. An' do whet you kin to meke him fesl at heme, He's a great an'
good man, Dem ypu Semetifies, vhat's @t to approve de motlcs, you say, “Anem 10
w"u'umumm'mmamnmdnmuu
Salestial townshiy known $0 ig'nant mortals as 4o Nesbemly, None)—
"lio'n, I don'$ have no particular vegret at loavin dils wicked ole sine

soaked worl'." Uncle- Henxy's glance fell condesoendingly on the three apparently

well to=do, woll edusated, well meaning vhite ladles whose future hw had discomned

for them thovugh the tall Zlase of clsay wlor he kept on a table near a window

curtained in orisp, pink organdy drupesies.
He inev they, reganied Ida as a foolish, meandering old Negre, pald
%0 say 00 much - and Do more. He knew thay would laugh at ke vhen thay wvant sy,

e
He had 2o move dowdS of that then thelr retumm, For sconer or later, all of Uncle

Benry's clients come back, bYinging a friend or two along for company, All am

there obviously to find out scwmetidng, One is concemed about her health, Anothay

fears financial losses.  Otheys have enemies vho are woridng against them,
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Uncle Henry can, He alvays sees something, And the infomsation he produces is often
uncannily correct., Occasionally a mild semsation is created by some announcement

y AsMEAA
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from the umaffectedly madlws seer, But senerally the selances are uneventful ia

charnctor, Sometimes those walting in the meagerly fumished hall that serves

u.mmmuumwmutumﬁ;mmw.
m—mw.mmummmmmmumoﬁoﬂum-pn

tc amuse. But he would rather his clients 1eft in o good humor than in & mood
of depression.

Imﬂﬁunﬂmo.aﬁmrmuﬂpuhmmm
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reveal certain past activities of his owm,

Mﬂutmuumlfupnmm.mmhw
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trouble < in Texas. They clain he run awey £ron Temas - for reasons wisely, kept
to himeelf; and that his name is not Henxy Baysmore, ut Hemyy White. They say %ee,

that Henry's best and oldest damghter is a wagary of s imagination. (It is ®o

Chrigtiane=14ice ﬁrnmhlmm_hm‘.ﬂ'ﬂ-}




Heary's friends and neighbors alse maintain that his dislike of widows 1s
due to his having married a young womsnh who had had two previous hnhan-; She left
Henry, they assert, and is living with another man in Dallas mw; It is she « thay
say - who will come in to Henry's momey when he diu; Those have seen the widow=ine
vaiting, picture her as a fairly young, "smallebuilt®, neat, yellow woman, vith a
good disposition, and some ook learming, They sy she didn't get along with Hemxy
because she couldn'$ stand "dat mumbo-jumbo cunjure stuff,”

According to NHemyy's claim however, there is no truth in the steory, He says
hs enemies wvanted to fix wp a "scandiculous® tale on him, so they "ma'ied hinm off
to & vidow., "Folks is "Bliged to have sutertainmint,” he svers, "An' fishin' ia
somebody's trouble-pond zives 'em mo! recreation at less outlay, den anything else
dey kin do, Tongue weggin'® is de cheapest an' mos' u-h‘.l;u spo'te dey is, Hit lets
of f de exsess steam dat mean folks totes aroun' ingide.®

¥ith sownd peychological reason Uncle Henry believes every one should have
something to be proud of - and something to look forwamd to, Just as he is anticipate
ing his residence in the big house of blue and white marble that is being prepared

for him on Golden Row in Hemven,

"henever dey sees & good man on earf gittin' ready to Jine 'em adove, ole

My, Poter he say, "Jacoh, men' dat ladder, I wants hit done todsy. ¥lijah, ypu take
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d bears Dack whar dey D'longs. Dea't you leamme 8ee ‘em in Yyeh no mo', Moses

fetch yo! book. Tou aln'h got nof time to was®s hittin® dat rock, or readin!
cosmendnints, Us zot o pull & 1il pep into die reception commities. Solomon, spruce
w yo' wiseeracks, Javii, whar dem gals you run across et 4o night clubl "Fhone "em
%o git ready fur to meet Uncle Heary, Orown~boy, step wp dem alterations] Henwy'll
be hyph mos' any sinube now.... Ga'tul chume dat harp. Fears %o me hit done tust

a string, Tow Den'l, you look see if Heary ain®t on de vey. !

"Tas M. i% MI’B'.'




\lt-. Ellen ﬂ.. Manchard (White)
Hyeh S

NAS, BLANCHARD, PROFESSIONAL NOTEER

"ell... If you think you'll e contented here with ne sad the
ehildrem and our pots, I'11 be #1ad to remt you the room, »% tem
dollars » nonth, I balieve « all things considered « that%s a falr
price, The yoom 18 nice and 140t snd 45 convenient %o the bathy 1%
hat & Tireplace, a8 you saw, s a large closet,. And as thers is o=
body here during the day bt me, you waa't be disturbed wiile you ar #
writing, %hen I om not at sy sotherts, I wsually ot in here and sow
or resd, wntil the childrenm come in o 11tt1e after fiwe. Ny dsughter,

Franees wvorks at the Oapital, and my son is vith an insursnce company,.

"Ho, 1 haven't a Job now.,. Ny childrem say 1%s sy tusm %0 stay at
hose and rest and enjoy myself, while they wrk md take care of me.,

I did have a job though, =8 assistant housekeeper at the Ashley Hgtel.
I wog there fifteen youre, Nefore that I was o stenogmpher in the
Departeent of Public velfare when Nre. Mush was {ts Pirector,

"oirls 444n't take bLusiness courses vher I was young as they 4o
now, 5o I 4ida't leamn typings mnd stenograply wntll after I had domn
sarrisd for sone time, In faot I have never attempted mueh of amything
il I ot married., That sarked 2 tumning solint in sy 147e. Oh mtd
you gof I thought maybe you would it avihile and Salk. People %o liwe
in the sane house ought % Iaow ench other real well., And there's noth-
ing 1ike a cood long talk for petting scguainted with sosebeoly. Oh you
vill sty for awbilel! That%s finel I got avfully lonesome wovetises,
staring so much %y myoelf, 1% the sort that 1ikes copany. I 1ike @

see folks hapry tee, and comfortable,

"Tou are not close snough % the fire, Try this slunbep~chadyr vith




Alabesn - firs, Flanchard, Professional MHether

the eunhione, Ny som gove me Uat on sy Virthdey. Fo i1 the sveetest
boy 1n the world ¢o Mg mother, I declare! I do believe I Lhawe the

beet o ldren in the wvorld, Sometises I think the Iord tlessed me that

wary perticularly. %o make up for other thingse You kmow I am mot with

w hoabeand, Ye soperated whenm the chiliren wore guite smll, I liwe
entirely for them, An! outside of sy home I have 11ttle intaresd.,

"I &14n't 20 % collepe. Ny father wos well=te-do, u$ after 1
godunted from Migh School, I Gecided 174 Just #Say 2% howe and help
sy sother vith the hounsekesping. In that way I%d learn how to mamage
g home of ny owl, and be Bore cerialn of making 2 success of marpriage.

‘Somehiow I never had any doudt that 1 wonld marsy. I had 00 by
begux for one thing, %o stay single, Tou ean ask snybedy o new e
ia those dayes Af ¥llen Yezver vasn®t the prettisst and most ponuiny
girl in hor crowé, 1 wvos a nice girl, teo, snd % this day I haven's
any patimoes with those vho say & girl ean't be popular snd decent at
the same time,

“Other popular girls sovetines wvondered 1f they woeuld ever mnrry,
b I nover bad any doubts on et subdject, 1 Just felt within myself
“at 1l vas out out %o o hapidly sarried. 1 felt %oo, that while o few
heypy serriagest might be made in Heaven, the majority vere planned
for apd piteined, Just 1ike any other sucoess]l schievenent, 5o J
el uwWp ny 2Snd that vhen I 414 fall in Jove, 1% uvee ny head a2 well
a8 uy heart, "o rich, psmpered, soclely i2lers for me,' I sald %
arself, And sy fether sncoursged me in the fdes.

“wo thought thet money was synonymous with dissipation, =nd that
rich sea's soms were lLowari bly verihless. And sinee sy fanily vepeate
odly cautioned 20 agalnst the folly of aarrying sn sttirective peteredo-well,
1 nover pemitied myeelf to become deeply iaterssted 'n any of the

frivolously fashi¢palle young gentlenem of =y pequeintance,




Alsbhons « Jre. Manahard, Prefocsional H'thnr 3

*I voalize now that vhen I met Hr. Penton, T was alrveady prepared
to fallin love with Ma,

e wore overalls, an? as he otood survering an old brick wall,
tnto which he seant %o blast an opening Tor the bullding of his repadr
ghop, ] thought hin the handsonest , moat mealy, snd most fascinnting
peracn I bad ever sooh.

*"Theough {nguiries, I lenmed that Tomy Yenton wer not sevely o
msctanie, vie vielded a pick, He ws o wizard vith onchinewy, ond an
isrventor of stadyr articles Indigpensadle to the gperating of mumerouns
faotories shd nlants throushou the countyy,. In shert he was 2 genius,
v would go plages, o ‘smowat % somathing® as we enid in those days
vhen every diamond in the rough was axpected to "make a mark In the world,’

Wall, M, Penton wae i the rough all wight, Wt the Alamnd 2ide
tumed out t0 b shonay. It woe such a good Initetion however, that I
didn't dlscover its falsences for & long time. Se¢m@pe to say, no one
olee 414 sithay., ‘varybody liked Mr. Tenton mnd believel in Ma. And
since sy of Ns Triende were mine alse, sd Introdugtion (which wes then
a necesaary Tormality) was eselly arranged, and slmpst defore I reslised
wvhat was taking pl=ge, n whirivind courte®iy wae in progress,

or oix months My, Fenton treated me 1ilke » guesn,

"AS hone, nothins war too goof Tor "Closie,.® ne I was onlled W wy
femily, and Nr., Tanton mads us all Believe this considerntion would
soatinve, Only wr fethar was A 1153810 suspicioust a 118%)e doudtfful
thet Rr, 'anton's Moamboyant plans vould ever materialise.

"108enle,? Do o2ld 4020 2 day or 80 Defore e weldins, "I 2on®
exactly dlslike ¥r, Fenlon, but sosshow he 1s Just #c0 goed to be S¥us.

“"He 1in Just & 1ittle %00 plensed with hiaself, Those inventions of

‘e otrike ne =s being m 1ittle $oe marvelous, And his plengifor you are

s shade too pexfecS. That fellow is entirely too, too too. I hate %o
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say’ 1t Claele, but I distrust Hr. Fenton, OSuopose you postpons the wode
ding, and I'11l gdve you & nice 1ittle trip %o Hew Yok, or Klilvaukee, oF
saybe Sake you to visit your Amul H1114%e in "allas.*

*I% vne Sunday somibg and my fother mnd I, after a late breaicfast,
wvere loitering at the Sable in our Bg, old fashioned 4dlning-rvoom, Were
s fire crackled and glovwed ov the hearth, mnd 2z canary-dird chirped
so loul and incessantly that we conld Rordly hear ourselves gpenics
uch it heppensd m long ago, 1 renesber ps rifecily She exssstand

' r - - - : k] '—-'..i Y " & »
hopeful look oa his fage as he walted Ior wy Tepiy.

= P - i - R———— - - - - - 3 4
"] told bim I loved My, Yenton, Yecasuse ¢ p son who 414 things,
1 2t 1 wemld marry Ilm nt tha tiee wo Yad asraed ; anfd 20 with
ml t}.p--: ~ eO0EAL -r; = bl - W - w -5 - - ! . . Onr L . L £ . ¥ai

him to the ends T the carth,

"Tor s2u instent my fatber seomed on the verge of weeping: tut afSer
a2 soment or two, he sade some casual comment snd then Jeft the room,

" staved an, I remesder, S0 finish a second waffls, Aand 2dbami sleven
o'clock, Nr. Tenton sad I weat to a service at the old Court Street
Rethodlist Church, whare we heand n sermon on the repidly incressing evil
of divorce, which would eventually, if it remsined cachecked, shatler the
stabtility of the Aserigan home,

hon the serson ended., wo ssng "How Timm s Foundation', and sz the
straing of the laspiring old Jyas dled away, I felt eartaln of only ome
thing in all the ualiverce, ani that was the persansncy of ny heappiness
vith Thomas Fenton, Othor homes might be brolkten ... Other couples oo~
trasged bWy the rising tide of %00 easy divorse, Fut Nr. Fenton vas =
different from the average man, that I had no fears on his ascowmsd, I
mew our union would be indissolulle,

"Ye were carrisd the folloving Thursdsy =% four s¥clogck in the afftere

aoche Ny dress wes Alige-blus silk, and I earried a dougued of pink

rosebuds and lilico=-0f-the-valley.
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"An isprovised altar had bemn arranged in the group of bay windows
in cur living room, snd here the doudle ring ceremony was performed,
Ny slster was the only sttendant, She wore a fowa colored « I mesn
belge - silk drese, snd looked botiar, I theuht, tan anyone else
st the wedding, Ny sother wore black taffeta, snd eried softly through-
out the ceremony. None of Nr, Fenton's people were thave,

Az som st e ninister concluied the benediction, the company

surged forvard to kise the bride, Anda.nidm*nd queries as "Wall,
Nre. Fenton, how do you think you will like deing narried?’ we drifted

into the dining reom., There, our old Negre servant sad her nephew (who

hail been bdorrowed for the occas on) served us = supper of chicken salad
and benten bescult, frult cosmpote, charlotte russe with ladyefingers,
salted simonds, snd wvine,

"on the tabtle, that wes coversd with o lage cloth, was the bride's
eske, mnd ny grandmother's silver candle-sticks with 1ighted pink tepers.
Pink c.ndles shed thelr light from the mantel too, and the large osk side-
board, while every available space was banked with pink asters md maiden~
bair ferms, But only white flowers, sad white tepers formed the decorations
in the living-room,

"Bverybody scid they had never seen & prettier home wedding, I know
1 have pever been #0 happy sinece, No inclident arose to mar any detall.
It 2l1)] moved smocthly - without a Mtch, And I an glad 1% wvas =0, tecanee
that was the last tine I was ever %o be singled cut for sadulation and
attention,

"About an hour after the csreamony, some boys cane o serennde us,
¥hile they were singing, I slipped upstalire %o change inte sy ghing-awey
sult of Oxford grvy.

*AS & quarter to six, the csb came to take us to the Eailwey sistion

where we were 0 board the trmin for Oklashoma Clty,
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168 my child 4le. Yom lot sy child 2ie. I ought to ¥i11 you., 1 ought

to strangle you %o death, as he strangled. But no, you are alive, while

he s desd,?

"I tried to %911 bim that 1ife mrsnt nothing to me, Put bhe womld
pot 1iaten. It wor imporeible to make Man understand. And I ceased %
try. Yhen be had 2 large placard printed in letters proclaiming, "The
Child of 2 Caveful NHother Never Diess.' and hung the Lie in our bedroom,
1 sever looked st 1%t but once., And vhen he came lome in the svenings
and started walking the floor, meaning, "Oh my boy, my bdoyl Hov I miss
hinl® I einpls closed my ears %o Ris repreaches,

*I thought when I Seld hi=m I wvas expecting anc ther child, 1t would
sake 2 4ifference, But he seted 1ike 2 sedaan., ""hatl' ke crled.
‘Another ohild! Tor God and 1%s mother %o strangle to death) Never] 1I']1
k11 4t first. I%11 not support the ghild 4f 1ts Born, And I"1) not
give you one cent %t Yuy clothes fTor 1t in the mmntin.j

"Tou will berdly beliewe 1%, But he war sg good as hde vord, Not
one cont wvould he give e « for say purpose at that tine. Yot ny baly
vhen 1% was boma - hod clothes ... besutiful clothes,

*I went to the store vhere Nr, Penton paidd his 2111 every wveek., 1
explained the situation %o the wife of the grocer, mad he added a dollar
2 veek to our »ll, The vashervousn adfed twenty-five cents a week %o
her Bil1l, snd the condined sum wes mine to buy elothes my Daby neoded,

Ee had the pretticst lagette t00, 1 bDelieve, of 211 my childrem,

"Wy father sont e the mohay to pay the doctor, snd the nurse. Asd
vhen 11ttle Nerdert war born, the doctor sald e wns the prettiest baly e
had ever seen, Nr. Tonton wwildn®t look 2t him for a loag time., Then one
day he saw Mm on the atreet with the girl I employed So take the baby

out ia the afternoon. "Viut s degutiful bady, nurse,' ke sadd, "Whose child

is thisM
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"¥hen our goodbyes wore sald, sy mother coried, snd implored Nr.
Tenton to de good to her 11ttle Clasie, Ny father embraced me in
eilence. But my brother, with the casual frankness of the seventeen
yoar old Yoy, vhispered, 2e be gave a¢ x farewsll kise...'Take care of
yourself, Cissie. Pape saye you've made 2 terridle mistake.?!

"Perhape I have! The thought etebied me with o presenition of
disaster as Hr, Tenton assisted me into the cab, and slsmmed the door
wpon & shower of vice, and a babel of soodbyes and ood wishes.

"Wearn %0 look out for yourself, Clesle,' my father called from
vhere he was standing on the porch steps, 'and don't forget the old
folks at home,'

"Though bhis worde coused me % break « for an ultn'll_illnh tears

and to vow I would think of them every moment of the t!uv;wnmﬂ.
1 an pehamed to say, thet I Literslly forgot thelir existence during the
ensuing doys wikh Nr. Fenton in Oklahoma City.

"For in something old end comething new, something borrowed and
something bilwe, I hed merried the nan who most completely reprecented
the ldeal of which dll young girls feollishly dream, sand hundreds of miles
svay from those I knew and loved, I wae esmbarking wan the most stupendous
sdventure in 2 voman®s 1ife,

"Havi ;g entered wholb=heurtedly into the experience of howme-making,
our 1ittle apartoent, with ite green and yellow carpet; 1ts solden-oak
fumiture snd muffied laee curtaine at the wvindows, seemed to me, the
208t beautiful spot in the world, I mow now that 1% vasn't such, But
i thought that 1t wvas perfect; Just as I thought Nr. Tenton was perfect.

"I suppose all brides vhe are very sush in love at the time they
are mrrisd, go through that stage vhen the King esn 40 mo wrong. It's
all a part of 1ife I Delieve, and exoept for tide peried of dedaszslement,
& lot of marrirges wvouldn't last long enough for the ink %o dry out en
the marriage certificate,
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"Ag 1% was, £ll meanner of husiliating cacrifices were sxscted of me,

ﬁ

snd 1 mm svare that snything in our little mennze was amiss,

"Mr. Fonton had sxplained to me a2t the beglaming, that I mwt practice
the 2ot rigld coonomy so that he might svocesd with the-mses costly
inventions inte which he was sinking the major portiom of his salary,

50 quite a2 & mattor of course, I ate what he left on hs plate in the
sorning, AS supper I rarely ate 2t 2ll. Only =% the nid-day mesl 2444

I have sdequate feod., Crnsequently with no meney to buy tidbits om which
$o aitlile vetween meals, I was slways nore or less femished, MNr. Tenton
paid all the Mlls hinself, B0 there was 20 way I could eke out & feow
penies from s household allovange, Yet I 41d not feel lLadly treated.
And when I wrote my firet letter bhome I sadd,....!

"Déarest folks: You simply cannot impgine my happiness. It is
something that womld hawe to Do seam t¢ Do appreciated.' And 1t wes,
FYortunately however, they were %00 far sway %o greasp the actusl cone
ditions, or to realize how intyngidle my happiness reslly vas.

"Wy twe oldest children, Frances and 11ttls Jamie, wveare dom in
Ckfahoua Clty, MNr. Tonton worshiped the ehildren, and wns never sesn
or Rigoandly to them 28 he was to me, By the time France: waz five,
and Jamie four, their fether was nangger of a cottone-seed oll company,
and woe were fingnei-1ly 2%1e %o have saything Mr. Yenton desired,

"Then the compeny tranaferred him to ASlmbdg, Coorgla, and zy real
troubles beran,

"A fouw months after we moved % Osorgia, 1ittle Janie died with
nenbirancus croup, and though I had besn the moet dewvoted of mothers, and
Bever al eny moment neglecied oithar of the ghildren, hs Llaned me for
the loss of his son and sy 11fe wae made unbearable,

*l loved ny boy even more tham he 414, But affer Jamie dled, Wr,
Fenton pretended to thiak I had never cared anything about his ohild.

"1 would be awvekened st night by hie standiag over me saying, "Yom
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"Hi4% iz Tom Tenton®s beby sub,' $he nmuree replied. ‘An' pyou
looks to me lak hie pa.®

"Teon thet ponent he Sook chemge of the baly. If anything he loved
Ma sore than he had loved Jamie. Ne reounsd his old affectionate attle
tude toward Franmges, vho wes thea nine years old. And he tried %o woo
2o dack with the beoat ful, brazradocio promises I had once found eo
alluring. Put sonehow 1t nll gseemed ..iﬂrnf._'flnt to me os s omelet withoud
eccs. The curtaln weat wp. Put the show Just dldn't cone off, Nverye
thing detwvesn My, Tenten and me vars anded, I cared no longer if be
usde 2 hundred nillion dollars on the ‘nventisns he talked of incessantly;
or AT be starved %0 denth in & garret. By this tize 1 knev he fared
nothing for suyone but himeelf, ené the 1ittle gadgets he thought would
bring kim weelth and fame, I had digcovered that not even hie love
for the chlldren vas singere, ¥e had become as hearflese sand mechanical
ss the Bts of stenl or irea with wvhich he toyed incessantly., And I wae
pot surprised one day vham he sugcested that the childrem end X G-Jl the
sumser with 2y Tamily in NMonSgonery,

"1T¢ will b cheaper nad Detier « for me « in every way,' he i,
as he ayed =e ft:rt*.val;f e board you and the children for swiile with
your people. I'11 send you the money every sonth for your expenses, bl
it won't cost = 28 such as 1t does o Feep up & house, Thean vhat I
save, ¢an be used to push that new peamut roaster I bave Just petented,
Johnston says 1%%s 2 husdinger and ought to clesm uwp m million, Whet &
you say %o that, Clissie? Are you willing % help me out??

T had"telped out? 2o many Sinep and in w0 many wvays, thet one meore
try 414n'S make much 2iffersnce. S0 I agreed S0 take 0o childrem amnd
¢ome home for the summer,

"I thought 1f 21) alee falled, thet home wos one plage wvhere I

would Tind wvelcoms, Ky father had sssured me that 4f I ever vanted %o
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sone lome agnin, they would always be lad to have me., But vhen I was
finaglly forced to return to them, I was not received ss ropturoudly as I

had expected to Do. The ahildren complicated :xatters. They nte too much...

they made oo mueh nolse. They wore oul thalr clethes, pertioularly thelr

shoes, So0 quicikly., And too little money we provided for thelr usinte-

L-NCe,

"y f=%her wp o0ld, and his business was not iy
gister, a2 school teacher, vas saviang for her old age.
rising young lawyery with & long wy %o g0 Wy mother
snd the chilidrem made her narvous,

“In e Spring, tefore I came home, I hed been glad w0 leave Mr,
Fentoni. Put I wvas glad too vhen I returned to Ma at the end of the
s,

During our absenee he bad made ity thouwsand deliars on one of
his many petemted Imventions, 5o with aeven thousand dellare, he bought
& nioe home, anl %o ay smssenent, gove 2 the money to furmnish 1% quite
attractively. I begen to hope he was %aking en Interest in somethiag De=-
sldes inventions. Put the next Toriag he %014 e I would have %0 tale
the ehildren and ;0 home ngein for the susmer.

"This time bhe 414 sotl send m0 nay money at all. I 2012 the Alasend
ring oy father had zivea ae years before for thres hunéred dol ars, and
gave part of that toward the houschold expenees wiich Swe e ldren and
apother e dult naturally ingreased, snd uaed the rest of 1t te buy wintes
clothes for syeelf and the two children,

"ihat vinter mnd for several yeasrs afterward, there vae no task at
home to0 nenial for me %o pesform. I was 50 saxious So meke myeelf vanted
again W my parents, and ay children wolcomed, that I 412 a1 the howewerk,
the washing snd ironing, snd even serudbed the floors %o save Mring &

Rogro,. et vhen echool was out in Nay, sy people smnt us back %0 Nr. Femton.
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I knew he 414n*% vant us, tut I had novhere slee %o .

*ls hed sold the house and wes liviag at an expensive hotel. The
famiture he had alloved me %o tuy, vas divided among his relatives, He
had even sent the plame, that had been given S0 Franoes by one of ay
uncles, %o his niege in Athens, Georgla. So there wus nothing for him
o 40 tut take us %0 2 boarding house. The chespest in Atlantal We
lived there until Septenber. Then he told s 1t wvas not sultadle for a
nen of his standing to remain in swed squalid surroundings. 1 sugeested
that weo rent 2 house, but he said bhe bad a better plan, and that he would
appreciate ny coopemtion,

“No snid be sow nothing else, ut for me % take the children and
return permanently %o ay people, For if he Decame 2 success as an in-
venter, he would be obliged to put all of his monay, = 5d all of hias time
inteo that fisld, The children kapt him from concentratiog, he said, And
he oould not put up vith the distrections of a family and get anywhere
vith his inventions.

"So I cane home agnin with the children, Ny fother wmas wonderful,

I vanted to 2ot 2 Job end work outside, but he would noet hear of 1t while
the children wvere young enough % need sy care, Ne sade ne promise 1
would ot leave thes wntil they were old enough to at least partially look
out for themselves. And I mever 4id.

“ihen sy father died, he laft we the bulk of his modérate insurance,
It wvas not & great deal, but the children and I could not have got slong
vithout 1%,

"Frances had developed funct icnal heart troudle; csused, so the
doctors seid, bty the effect of constant unhappiness upon a sensitive temper-

anent, They told me to keep har diverted, and to make her as contented
as poegible, S0 I rented 2 room in Caplital Felghts vhere ina the FEigh Sehool
she would have no stairs t0 clind, and ay children and I bSepgsn to sctual ly

1ive,
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Of course we vere avfully crowded - the three of us in one room,

But isconvenient as it undoubtedly was, those quarters were the only
accommodations 1 could secure in a handsome home., And 1 wvented my children
to have the bess.

I pald thirty dollare & month for the room, It would hawe been
chesp ot sixty, MNr. snd Mrs. Noorefisdd who owned the house, were %0
lovely  me, snd especially %o my chdldren, thet I have slwaye fold
there vasa't encugh soney in the wrld te pay for vhat we received from
thea,

"If the children were sick, Mrs, Foorefield sat up at night %o help
a0 valt on themi and when Frances bogan golng out %o dances and parties,
she sseieted me in ploaning and making her evening dresses. Che arranged
vays too for her %o meed the right people, mad was always ready % sustain
sad encourange me throujh the trials that confront every wosan in my position,

"Once however, something ocourred that I never let her inow anything
sbout,. Perhaps I ought not %0 tell you about 1t edther, Put Af 1t were
to do over agnin I go through it the same wvay., And vhat wve are willing
to 4o wo should be willing to acknowledge. S0 I au goling % Sell you of
something I 4id for my dmughter,

“As 1 said defore, the doctors hed t0ld me %0 keep her ae hapny a8
porsible., But ne girl esn be entirely happy vho basa't pretiy clothes.
Frances vas good sbeut dolng without things as o rule., But she needed
& Dow evening dress, and an evening wrap, snd some d=nee sliprers ad o
bag, =ad a few other trifles that smounted to & hundred dollars,

"There vasn't a chamoe for e to get them, I wrote %0 her fatier

and told him what the doctors said, snd asked him to lend me the mouay,

I know he bad 18, and it never ccourred %o me he would refuse. But Nr,
Fenten out-fisured ne on that as well as some other satters.

*I got a letter by return mail, saying "Ves, 'he hed the soney, but
could never Bave o cent of 1t for clothes, or anythag else.
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*¥ell, I had helped to eara that money. It wvas Just as much mine

as 1t vas Ma, So I sat down snd wrote a check for one hundred dsllars,
I signed his name %o 1%t an’ cashad 1% the next moming.

"In & fow days Nr, Funter, vho vae Presidm $ of the Planteres' Bank snd
Trust Compamy requasted me to come down to his office., He had Just been
sotified that Mr. Tenton not only repudisted the chesk, but had vritten
to the Bank urging mysrrest as & forger. Ne told me this e kindly =
possidle, snd then ssked, "Wy 444 you do such a thing, Nrs. Fenton?!

"I asked Mim if bhe had a danghter, Te said %yes'. I asked hinm if
he wouldn't do snything in the wrld to save her life, if she were in
danger, and ke said ‘yeg’, Then I Sold ™a whatl the doctors (1 save thelr
sanes), sald about Frances, I told Mis too some of the circumstences that
had 1ed to that condition; and I let his rend Nr, Fenton's letter refusing
ae the soney that might be Sthe ssans of seviag Ms dsughter's life,

"After he reod the letter, Mr. Hunter looked at me for s moment in
silence. Then he said "Nrs, Fenton, I'm going to sece that that old sonl~
aveg takes up this check, or I'1l have him rum out of Atlanta. Hanging
is 00 good for s sort, I'11 bet he led you a dog's life, Bud he'e
going %o pay Tor 1% now.'

"ind he 4147 Thenks b4 %o Nr. Fumter, It'%s funny pow,. 1 slweys
have to lameh vhem I think of 1%, But 1% wvasn't » leughiag satter vhe
1 went dowa to explain to the president of » bank vhy I bad signed oy
husband®s name to thet check. I got a shivesy fesling yel, sometinmes,
when I pase o bank, It simply 414 not ccour to me Shat Nr, Fenton would
pefuie to neet the chock, But 1t was a good lesson for me I guess, after
all,

"y, Dunter came with me to the door of his office. 'I hope timb
girl of yours will never forget what you 814 for ber,' be sald, Children

gught %o be teld of euch things. It sekes them reslize vhat they mesn

%o & parent,.’
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“1 éian't tell Frances however, for & long time., She wae so heppy
at Nrs. Noorefield's I dAlda't want saything to shatter bher pleasure, or
her feeling of Leleaging there,

Qfe vere six years st Mrs, Moorefield's, During that time = while
Froneee ves & senlor in High School - 1 got & Job as & stenogrspher in
the Velfare Departoent, I 4ldn't have the money %o 0 %o business schoel,
20 I learned typing end shorthand by syvelf, I8 Sook me seven yosrs W
saster I8, but finally I @84, I held the Job teo, until I got med and
guit. Thea I want to the Ashley Hatel as sssistant housskeeper, 1 =ade
fifty dollars a sonth. And s Trances had taken a bus iness course and
secured a Job, we had anough between us, © live on,.

"Hhen 1like 2 bolt of lightaing ous of & clesr sky, Nr., Venton ap-
peaped, Hechly dressed and in & handsone car, & had come, he sadd, S0
take us to Califernia, where he would got Franced inte the movies, sand
1ot Herbert finigh his education st o fashionsble silisary schoel,

fhen he sow that § wounld mot go, he deternined to take the chdldren.
Ko cne could have nade ne believe - had 1 been waried in sdvance - that
ay children would do such a thing, But they left me. And went vith shely
father %0 Califombk .

"That pight after thay hod gone, I went to the drug s%ore sad bought
sous ¢chloroform, snd before I vent to bed I saturvied sy pillow vwith the
Mguid, sad placed the bottle #0 it would slowly drain out near wy face,
as I vas sleeping., 1 434 not know how %o live withoui my chiliren,. ub
evidently I didn's mow how to dle elther, for I an still here, The chle=
roforu lnetead of puiting me (o sleep made me dreadfinlly sausected, and
for a day or two I was quite sick,

"later I wvos glad 1 hadn't died; becsuse letters coame frem the childrea
ssking vigy 1 had not followed them % California ne their father had sssured

them I would do. They were cxpecting me say day, they wrote, and wnless
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1 came out pretty soem, they were going %o hurry straight back to me.

"Herbert did come back & few days later, I sent his the noney %o make
the trip. But Frances married while ghe wes out thers, snd remsised for
goversl yesrs. GShe wasn't happy, #0 she got a divoree and oame bogk %o
Nontgomery, 'The West and the South just den't pix,' she said vhen we
wore discussing her retum, ‘Besides Nother, i was hosesick all the Sime
for you. 1 Just couldn't stend 1% any longer.'

"Their father has never forgiven me for their refusal %o stay in
California. He doesn't 1like it either that Shey are providiag Tor me 20
woll, No indesd] Ne'd 1ike to see me todling in a factory for my 4hily
bread,

*f do think sometines I'4 like to have a smart sillinery atore 1lke
the Zlisabethan., But I've never done anythiang really well axpept keep
house. 1 am doing thet now for the children. And thay say I'11l never e
on aaybody's payrell but theirs.

"Yos they are lowly childrem., I believe you will all 1lke each othew,
1 sn saxious for you 50 gof moved in, ¥We certd nly had a niee visit to-
getheyr thie mormlng,

"] slweys seid there 1o nothing 1ike & good long talk for geiting

[

neople acquainted, )2

1/31/3%
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"Noblesse Oblige"™

Though small in statue, Mrs Rosa Marcus - now in her eighly
third year - nevertheless conveys a distinect impression of state-
liness. Still hsndsome, witty and abounding in delightful reminis-
cences, she attributes the clarity with which she recalls distant,
as .28 near events, to the memory training she received in The eXx-
cellent schools of a Germany untroubled by the nightmare of fanatic-
ism.

"T can remember perfectly occurances that happened when 1 was three
vears o0ld,"” she said. "And I have never forgotten a single precept
I learned from my dear mother, who taught me to be courteous tTo my
equals, kind to my inferiors, and considerate of every one - regard-

“»

less of ranmk or possessions.

"If I attempted to shirk a disagreeable social duty, the phrase

( f 3} -1 )f 1 el gy 4% . 4+ 5 -

noblesse oblige,* reminded me that those so fortunate as to be well
born, well resred, and well to-do, have the obligatioms of courtesey,
honor, fidelity, and benevolence to discharge; and to fail in one
responsibility was to fail in gll.

"Thers was never any one like my dear mother. I can never hope to
approach her in any way."

There are people in Iont?pmer;/howe?ﬁr, who will tell you that
lrs Marcus, with her four hand-maidens of courtesey, honor, ben-

and fidelity to the best in the 0ld - and the new - ideals,

'Tr‘-‘—:_ - "L = 3 £ 1’_. - -
without a peer in The practice of the virtures,
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Ever gracious, she will receive strangers making a social-ethnic
study of Montgomery's Jewish citizens wifth a hospitality that 1is
commonly accorded only to acquainfancés, and in the congenial atmos-
here of her home at 19 Mildred Stmet, an interview unfolds gradual-

ly in the course of a friendly conversation.

L
Intensely Semétic in her loyalties, lirs Marcus responds readily

to any topiec relatlhjkﬁo the Jewish people. Sut when asked for her
own life history, she modestly disclaimed having any story to relats.
lhe facts however, speak more effectively than words, and in the life
of Rosa Ollendorf kKarcus there is a motif that will bear recounting.
Seated before & cheerfully blazing fire, in .an informal living-
room, that is furnished in a modified Victorisp manner, hostess and

interviewer talked of the past e« the present g and the future,

/
Adorning the wall was a digtinguished portrait of a predecessor .e..
On & nearby table lay the Sunday edition of the New York TimeS .ccee
And in and out of the room, five attractiwve grandchildren came and
went at intervals.,

"Age I said, before,™ lMrs, Mercus began,; "there is nothing momentous
in my own lifeeee. "

Sorn April the 5th, 1856, im the krussianf?éovince of Silesia ,
The child Rosa began attending & non-sectarian school in the city
of Breslau at the age of six. Endowed with a sparkling personsality,
& winsome appearance, and unusual brilliance of mind, ghe soon be-
came the recipient of marked honors and attentions, and was accounted
& worthy representative of a family outstanding in !scholastic attain-

ments, An uncle, Gustav Ollendorf, then a professor in a German

unive reity, had translated the Teutonic language into sixteen different
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tongues. Her mother also possessed remarkable mental and socisl gifts, and
"associgted only with the best."”
"My dear mother comstantly went out to balls and parties with The upper-

L .,
L=

classes of Breslau," lrs Marcus said in the straighft-forward way of one
, f p

relating a long accepted fact. "For in the MXX N XX> ' before Hitler

came to the surface, there wes no raciasl distinction or barriers between

Jews and Gentiles. Friendships were formed where ever there was liking.

Jews and Christians attented the same institutions of learning, and life-

long attachments oftenm followed this early association.

"Such a thing as perfecution of any person, or sect, was unknown," she

declareﬂ emphatically. "The kindness and sociability of the German people

in those years could not be excelled. And the only cause of Jewish immi-

igration to America was the enforced German military service that required

four years in the arm%, Xiﬁus interfering with, and in some cases, actual-

ly preventing any professional or businesse advancement.

"OCpportunities of all kinde were greater in the United States,” she con-
tinued in the even, cultured accents that bore no trace of her foreign
birth, "And every vessel that arrived in a German port brought letters
from relatives over here who wrote in such glowing terms of America, that

L
Jews, but otherSnetiomaX¥ities as well, w imbued with the
to 8¢ e lNew World for themselves. Then 1ow, America was
land of hope. So in 1871, my brother Morris
firet cabin - from Hamburg.

"We had & lovely trip, being thirteen days at sea. On the steamer I met

& very, very charming man, A doctor Hdward von Everest who was most at-

tentive To me. He was of the ancient Prussiesn nobility. But fifteen years
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older than l....fet 1T Was a lovely TUrip.
Her dark eyes sparkled as she lived over again for & brief Time some

incident of a voyage so memorable that after sixty-sevan years i1l remain-

ed & vivid, and imperishably /lovely recollection. "Yes, it wae a de-

light ful ip,"” s8he repeated "But one cannot sail forever on en-

chanted seas. And we reasched New York fourteen days affer leaving Hamburg.

My brother amd I remained three months in lew Xork visiting relatives.
A
[hen an%Eflontsomsry. After we had been here some time 1 met the manm I
married. He was in.The marcantile business and fairly well-to-do. Sefore
I married, though,l specified one condition. Ny mother and sister must
come from Germany and make their home with us. S0 he sent for them., We
were married in!l878. My dear mother lived with us until her death. My
sister Olga married Sol. Erhlich of Bess€mer.

"I wva® married seven years before Joe, my first child}was born. Then
came four others. lLeo, now dead. Sidney, Sanford, and Ray, my only
danghter. She died three weeks ago."

Suddenly the animation left her face, and her voice trailed into
Silence. The house was silent too. Even the stmeet-sounds, usually so
strident at that hour were miraculously hushed, and for a little, the
Stillness in the room wase like the three minute period of mémerial
8ilence before a cenotaph. The guiet wase broksn by a piece of coal drop-

the fire onto the grate. And from some where in the house came
the resoment chimes of a clocK.e..

"1 would so gladly have gone in her place," the words came huskily and
more rapidly than she had formerly spoken. "I do not understand why such

'S hadi

things happen. She had everything to live for ,,, all that‘neuassary for
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happiness. Yet she wes taken from her husband ... her children ... while
I am left. I shouldn't be rebellous. I/f;ve other children, and grand-
children. And 80 much to be thankful for., Besides 1 know that God who 1is
s0o good does not send us suffering without a purpose - some great purpose
being accomplished. But some things I can't understand. Some times I
wonder .eees’

Agein the silence descended. But only to remain for an instant. Those
who lived by the rectitude of "noblesse obliga&yfn the ir malleable years
do not permit a personal sorrow to make others miserable, and themselves
of 1little or no use in a world of harsh realities. There 1s always some
one in need of succor. Or an issue to meet. Or a cause tTo champion That
requires every atom of one's spiritual and emotional reserves. With lMrs,.
Marcus this raison d'etre was the present plight of the Jewish people.

Recalling their resilience to other tragi® circumstances in the past,

she referred now to the repeated afflictions which | the Sem*tic people

had survived throughout the sges.
"Yet somehow we are sustained through it all," she said simply.

"Torquemanda the first inquisitor-general of Spain drove the Jews out)’

/
of that eountry in the fifteenth century. Through his eruelty, more than
fifty thousand were murd@red in one year. The Crusaders slaughtered in-
numerable thousands of Jews on their treks to the Holy Land. Acocused of
poisoning wells, and bringing the scourge of the Black Plague to Europe,
the Jews were all but annihilated by the infuriated mobs that raged at
times through-out the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. But Israel

8¥1ll lives. God said :'I have greatly seen the afflictions of my réople.’

He does not permit us to suffer greatly without a purpose.
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"The persecutions thet have lately occured are awakening an interest
in religion among the Jews, as well as drawing them together and cement-
ing racial ties. Formally the German and Austrian Jews were ineclined to
look down upon and patronize the Russian and other Eastern groups because
Tthey had not had, were not permitted to have, the education that in Germanﬁf’{
was compulsery for one and all. But such an attitude no longer exists.

We are no longer German, Polish, or Austrian-Jews. We are just Jews;

bound together by mutuasl fears and tribulations, We know that & menace to
one is really a menace to all, and this knowledge has solidified and
strengthened enormously the Jewish espirit de corps.

"As I have observed again and again, there is no catastrophere so great
but that it manifests some measure of & divine Providential plan.

"Therefore I say that God will not be so cruel as to let me suffer, or
even: to live again in another life. I believe when we leave this world
we s8leep forever. And it is better so. I can truly say I do not fear to
die. I am not like the old man who prayed God to send Father Death , and
when Father Death came to him said: 'No, it was not I who sent for you,

but my wife in the next room.' So I can truly say I do not fear to die.

Though I would not have you think I have been unhappy.

"My life has been unusually devoid of sadness. I was very happy with my
husband in the twenty years that he lived after our marrisge. When he
died he left me well provided for, and I have been eXxtremely haeppy and for-
tunate in my children. Iliy relations too with other elements of the com-
munity are delightful. I em a charter member of the Mother's Circle of

kontgomery, and of the the Council of Jewish Womenm. I have devoted friends
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among the Gentiles as well as among the Jews, Only in the death of my
dear ones have I suffered. That is inevitable of course.

"Yet there are times when I wonder why it must be so."

(From an interview with Mrs Rossa Marcus)
(19 Mildred St. Montgomery Alabams. )




Yessum, white folks say hit's all » fake;
Dat conjure wvhat ole Eangy make

Yum broke wp pins, sa' de vings of s bat,
An' & 1ittle of die, an' & 11ttle of dat,
Totch Ly de owle at de full of de moon
An? stirred wid de debbil's sippin' spoon
Fur %o mix sa' mingle graveysrd dust

14 & coffin nall's sherp red Pust.

fo'm, you're right; de daid Aon't walk.
Bit atn't nuffin ‘cep nigpor talk

"Bout how de sperits set, Jus' « g0

in' svays in a rocker to an' fro.

Us re2lly 1g a2 plumb fool race,

dovin' aff de Rlanford place

‘Cannge 2 p'yae played 2t night

then no p»'vaa was in sighs,

A seventh daughter of a seventh dmughter,
I never stands by rumnin' water

Put I wish hard,,, sa' I wish true;

You heard vhat happen to yuller Suel
Yessunm, she tuk my san awvay)

An' ghile, dey buried Sue Sodny.

I heard Mm eryin' an' prayin' too.

fut I vish hard... an' I wigh true,

Fo'm, 1 never tries muffin' lak dat,
¥ie bums fos' vhen & nf r'as fat.
Tl lynch me if you "spee’ dnt 3
Evey was mindful fur to 2y
nt don't never stay near runnin® water
An' a2 seventh daushter of a2 seventh dsughter,

By Adelaide Ropers.




YOU 00F 70 BOLIEVE IN HANTS JUR Y0 SuE &N

(A Story of Yaunted Houses)

Fvery locality that has bemm melloved in the crucitle of time has

hod some, elither resl or fancied, experience with the :wpernatural .

In ¥ashington, the famous Ootag:n House, buils Wy Col. Jolm tl:pf!l.oo

shortly after the close of the Havolutionary Vpr, vas Tor years untensnbed
vecause of certain apparitions that were sald %o fiit through she corridors,
And in the lovlands of South Garolina, the "Hampien Ohost,” vhich frequemtly
appea™e at the smcestral home of Archilald Mutledge, iz almost as woll

inown as thet distinguished rentlemsn himself,

1% i3 not strsnge, therefors, that Mgutgonmesy, Al-bana, owhing as it
does the traditions, beliefs snd prejudices of the colonial 5tates, should
hnve ite quota of haunted houses,.

lventy years ago, before the sloomy, Lrowmetimbered Victoriss tvall-
ing at the cormer (left) of vilson snd Seyre Styoets, had been :rmansformed
into cheerful, modern apurtasata, the house quite definitely bed n ghoet,

lall sad angular, snd invarishly wearing a gray eidrt and a white
sirtwaiast, the spectre, with her shord, slightly curliag, iron-gray halr,
sas s2id %o presemt » decidedly madouline appearance,

Sor ¢ while, the phantom wes unnoticed by all exoept Lirsle, the colored
said. Then a fos-terrier, belonging to Mrs, Dotsen (whe with her deughter,
Allce, was occoupying the house st that tiwe), moquired the nmmerisms of a
sodium, Olaring ‘ute space, the 1ittle dog would dhndder and break inte
umm-*—:—nm:wmmmmo
of laushiter resounded from wacantl rooms,
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"Tain't nobody but ole Mig “ee. ™ Idzzle miffed ¢ ntemp tuously.
*I sees her so of'en 4+t me sm' her 1o done got use to sach other, sn'
1 o't think nothin' of 1t now,

"y honey, hamdly = poraint passes but dat she don't come out:r
de downstalire bodroom into sy kitchen, Jjus' lack she atill owm dis ole
house,

¥

"t pees her sn' 49 davg sees ey, Aluwny oarint'! de sane gyvoy

aiirt an' whiite shirtwaist, open 2% Co neck, he sho' s a2 ssnnich lookin®
‘aman wvid t short gray lalr, an' dea boany wyse, struttin? *mound lack
she got 4o earf aa' 2ll kinds or money 1n her pocikes, e ouchter find omt
by dis Sime, you can't toke suffin, wid you fum dis sinful worl', HPut she
de kin' what can®t stend to give uwp nothia' she ever Ind, She gviner

reen comin' back here, %00, t111 somebody buys dis house an' changes it
difrfant fum how she remenbers 1%,

"Yesgun, sperite will sho' quit a house effen you slters 1% fum how 1%
wuz durin® dey 1ife time., Dey's dat sot In dey waye. TrifD in' cerittoral
Condin® bDack here fur to pester livia' folkes 'comse dey med, on ncomunt of
us can oat chicken an' "taters an' dey can't swallew auffin® 'r:n:~£ de cold
alry,

"Day ¢con't vear puf fin elther,* Ildxxie continued ‘mowingly, "tut de
clothes dey wore of "fenest in life, Dat's iy Mz Mee hafta wvear dat
eray skirt snd mannish waint, She were stingy vhen she was livia® sn' che
sot %o stay lack dat ti1ll she work herse 'l loose fum NS, But you ney
Hise Alice can't eee her,*" Idxzie 90id to Nrs.Dotson, “Oply ne ' de
dawe kin spot a ghost, ‘Csuse you got to H'iiewve in hants fur to see ‘en.”

In the Spring of 1917, lowewver, JMrzie's opinion that a "Miiaf® in

hante wvas neesszary for thelr discernment, proved to be falladious

vhen M{se lLetty Norgan, & primy, middle-aged spinster, svovedly skaptieal
~

of the supesnstursl, happened to e an ovemight gueet in the house,
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Mis2 Morgan arrived in the aftemmoon, and Lhe 00O 1L not
retura to prenare muooer, there was o wvay by which the stranger cmld

-

ve lenrnad of Mrs. Rlee's rumored appen ranoos, Severtheless, *he enid
tc her hostens at the breakfast table,

“T Aldn?t nov 2 man lived in the house with you and Allce.®

"o cne lives i the house with ua, ™ HNres., Dotson replied. "Vhat-
ever gove you gsuch an 1dea?”

"Hothing at all, except what T savw with my ovn ayes,” Nise Horgan
replied with s tinge of acerdity. "1 ‘mow 1 éav & man, or some one who
locked exnctly like 4 man, in that room yonder at the end of tha hall,

T

e had rether curly, amay baly, and wore a white shirt opon at thaansak,
I sow Mdm in the sdrror over the mantel, as we sat in the living reom
1ast n'gzht. Je pulled 2 thade down 2% a window, 1 Shousht, I see n w
that the uwprer part of the door is glase, nt from where I vas sitting
1ast night, 1% leooked just 1ike & vindowe 1 Imow what I have seen, *
sho pdded, "There iz & man staying at night in this house.®

solanations wore futile and arpunette v2in., Miees Horenn was pever
comvinced that an outaider wvas not bLelng harbored un 'er the sacred pre-
gingts of o family roof, So after she had Sakan = frigid desparture, Nre,
ptoon went into the btedroom that wae sald %o have dean Mra, Rice's, and
mode by firet coareful inspection of the spot vhere the vision was seen,

\8 Nises Morgnn observed, the door having an upper section of glase
panes, sppeared very siallar indesd %o o vwindow, And sttachad %o the
topuoet frame of the door were the partly demolished fixtures that had
mee held a shade,

b0t long aftervar, Nrs, Dotson and her deughter retumesd to thelr

former home in Temnesses, md MNrs, Rlge's helrs sold her property %o a

wvealthy inwvestor whe made the rezidence inte one of Hontg sery's nost

attractive and up=to-det ¢ apartasesnt howses. Arparently the renowations
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wore effective in laring the ghost, as the apparition in the gray skirs
snd white waist is no longer srem 2t 51 Wilson Strees,

lsevhere in Montgmery there are many old houses thot otill retain
an ataosphere of the past, And 1T e personalities, and events which onoe
aniamnted these venoradle places, posseecs any perychic influsnce, 1% ie
gearesly surprizing that so aany of thn are snid o e haounted.

On South Bull Styeet there i a mideVictorian dwelling not uilike the
orizinel desisn of the house belonging %o Nrs. Rlee, except Unt the uwpper
snd lower Tloors sre divided into separste apartaents,

A Tamily who mee vented the lower apartmont say that during the fimt
wodsiks of thelr ocecupancy, the door leading frem the hall into the r:-.:; 5% 8
nation living rooem ond 4dAing room, though securely fastened at night, was
alwvays open the next morning,

A carpenter colled to exanine the door stated positively that it
could not have been opmmed Wy overhead or street vibmtion, "I 1 was
vou,* he sdmonished grimly, "I'd put somebody %o watching that door at
night, Then you might find out something.”

s suggestion wes taken seriocusly, and the next night at eslevea
o'clock, the lady of the house was at a post of obserwvation in the living
rooRm,

Sisting on & couch faging the hall emtrsnce, she altemately read ...
and watched the door, As the wvheeny, sntigusted clock was laboriously
striking the hour of Stwelwe, she saw the door nob turm, And he pext
instant the door swung fully and noiselecsnly open,

Fully expeeting %o gee someone on the other side, ahe rushed into the
hall md found 1t wmeoant, Then, too excited and disturbed for sleep, v he
went back into the living room to walt for her son's returs from » danoe,

At ten minutes before two he come in. While he vas seoffing at her for

being 80 upest over something he would have $0 "gee in order to beliewe”,

the door, as though to rebuke the boy for Ms skepticliam, mwvung gently
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open,

After that, some one remained on wateh in the living room every
night., And as the old clock announced the mystic hour of twelve, they
would see first, the tuming of the doorknob; thean the door quietly
swvinging open, VWhen the door was closed after opening at twelve, it would
open again at two, But after two, the door did not opem of iteelf, until
twelve o'clock the next nighs,

Because of adhering slightly to its frame, the door at all other

tines was rether difficult to open. It squeaked louwdly too, unless pro-

pelled by the unscem hand., Then it gave as quietly as a spirit-door opening

in a drean,

Ag the occupente of the spartment were Catholiea, they rejected every
suggestion th,t the manifestationa could be the result of a supernatural
agency. But on the night vhen the door opened for the last time, a member
of the family had started into the livingroom from the darkened hall, when
the striking of the clock warned her that the dramatic moment was approaching.

Just as she had expected, the door swung open, An instant later she
felt an icy breath blowing upon her from every direction, She imagined,
too, that voluminous skirts were swishing around her in the darkness,

Terrified into speechlessness, she was afraid of succumbing to the
vaves of horror that were emgulfing her when she remembered the rosary,
which an hour or two bdbefore, she had placed in the pocket of her negligee,
Taking out the beads, she made the sign of the cross., Instantly all fear
left her, And almost mechanically she told the unseen Terror to remain -
if 1% came from Godj; but if it had invaded the house to harm or frighten
anyone, then in the Name of the Blessed Trinity to leave for all time,

Not knowing whether she had encountered an evil spirit, or was merely

a victin of fear, she went back to bed and slept more soundly than she had

done for weeks, But the next morning when the incident was related to her
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family, they wvere aghast at the near sacrilege she lad committed,
Sven her explanations that che had inveked the Sreored Pregseonce more
88 o means of selfeprotection than 2 hope of banishing the shoetly
ealler 414 not entirely assunge thely recentaent at an net they re=
gamied a8 & opiritual feux pas,

ahe door however, o longer opane syeteriously ... oither at nid-
night, or at two o'%leck in the soming. And one is left vondering
_"H"l'fﬂm \f changing & house froo the vay it wvae resembered dur’ /
the 1ife tearm of & ghost, s ally the soet lasting metlod of quieting

the restless shadow of o2 Stroudled roul,

1/25/39
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