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Social-~thrtic Study of the
German,land Polish Jews of

\ i,
'-,

dustrian
!Jon tgome TY ~la.

By Adelaide Rogers,
511 South Hull St.
Montgomery .llabama.

"Noblesse Oblige"

Though small in statue, Mrs Rosa Marcus - new in her eighty

third year - nevertheless oonveys a distinot'imprsssion of state­

liness. Still handsome, witty and abounding in delightful reminis­

she attributes the olarity with whioh shs reoalls distant,

t' as as near svents, to the msmory training shs rsoeived in the ex­

oellent schools of a Germany untroubled by the nightmare of fanatio-

lam.

"I oan remember perfectly ooourances that happened When I was three

years old," she eaid. "And I have never forgotten a single precept

I learnsd from my dsar mother, who taught me to be oourteous to my

equals, kind to my inferiors, and oonsiderate of everyone - regard­

less of rank or possessions.

"If I attempted to shirk a disagreeable sooial duty, the phrase

(~oblesse oblige~t'reminded me that those so fortunate as to be well

born, well reared, and well to-do, have the obligations of oourtesfy ,

honor, fidelity, and benevolence to discharge; and to fail in one

responsibility was to fail in all.

"There was never anyone like my dear mothsr. I can never hope to

approach her in any way."

There are people in Montgome TY/howeve r, who will tell you that

Urs Marous, with her four hand-maidens of oourtesey, honor, ben­

evolence, and fidelity to the best in the old - and the new - ideals,

is herself without a peer in tbe praotice of the virtures.
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Social-ethnic etudy of the Auetrian,
German, and Polie h Jewe of J,;ont gome ry Ala.

By "delaid e rloge re,
511 South Hull St.

Montgomery Ala

&ver gracioue, ehe will receive etran~re making a eocial-ethnic

etudy of Iolontgomry'e Jewieh oitizene with a hoepitality that ie

commonly accorded only to aoquain~ancee, and in the congenial atmoe­

phere of her home at 19 ildred Stlllet, an interview unfolde gradual­

ly in the couree of a friendly oonversation •
•Intensely Sem'tic in her loyalties, re Marcus responde readily

,

to any topic relat~o the Jewish people. But when

own life history, she modeetly discla1JJlld having any

asked for her

etory to relate.

•••••

The facts however, speak more effeotively than words, and in the life

of Roea Ollendorf J,;arcus there ie a motif that will bear recounting.

Seated before a cheerfully blazing fire, in an informal living-

room, that'ie furnished in a modified Victoria~ manner, hoetees and

interviewer talked of the past)"_r~!he present);' and the future.

Adorning the wall w&s a dt~tinguishsd portrait of a predeceesor ••••

On a nearby table lay the Sunday edition of the New York Times

..nd in and out of the room, five attractive grandchildren came and

went at intervals.

"As I said ,before," Mrs. Karcu~ began, "there is nothing momentous

in my own life •••• "

Born April the 5th, 1856, in the prussian~ovince of Silesia ,

the child Rosa began attending a non-sectarian echool in the oity

of Breslau at the age of six. Endowed with a sparkling personality,

a wineoDl!l appearance, and unueual brillian oe of mind, ahe soon be-

came the recipient of marked honors and attentions, and wae accounted

a worthy representative of a family outstanding in echolastic attain-

ments. An uncle, Guetav Ollendorf, then a profeesor in a German
•

unive reity, JiAd translat ed the Teutonic language int 0 eixteen different

2



Sooia.-~thnic 3tudy of the ~us rian
polieh, and German Jews of ~ontgomery

•

•

Ala. By Adelaide Rogers
511 South Hull St.
llontgomery lao

tongues. Her mother also possessed remarkable mental and eocial gifts, and

"associated only with the best."

"My dear mother oonstantly went out to balls and parties with the upper­

classes of Breelau:" Mrs Marcus said i~h. st~aight-forward way of one

relating a long accepted fact. "For in the ~\("X""~before Hitler

came to the surface, there was no racial distinction or barriers between

Jews and Gentiles. Friendshipe were formed where ever there was liking.

Jewe and Christians attented the same inetitutione of learning, and life­

long attachments often followed thie early aesociation.

"Such a thing ae per ecution of any person, cr sect, was unknown," she

~lared emphatically. "The kindness and sociability of the German people

in those years could net be excelled. And the only cause of Jewish immi-

igration to America was the enforced German military service that required

four years in the army/ ~us interfering With, and in some cases, actual­

ly preventing any professional or business advancement.

"Opportunities of all kinds were greater in the United States," she con­

tinued in the even, cultured accents that bore no trace of her foreign

birth. "And every veseel that arrived in a German port brought letters

from relatives over here who wrote in such glowing terms of America, that

not only Jews, but otherr as well, were imbued with the

longing to see the ew. crld for themselves ••hen as now, America was the

land of hope. So in 1871, my brother 'orris .. rankl1n, and I, sailed ­

first oabin - from Hamburg.

", e had a love ly trip, being thirteen days at sea. On the stelll:ler I met

a very, very charming man. A doctor dward von verest who was moet at­

tentive to me. He was of the ancient Pruss ian nobility. But fifteen yeare
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Sooial Ethnic Study of the Austrian,
Germen, and Polish Jews of LlontgolllB ry Ala.

By Adelaide Rogeta
511 South Hull St.
Llontgomery Alabama.

older than 1•••• Yet it -_s a lovely trip. "

Her dark eyBS' sparkled as she lived over again for a brief time some

incident of a voyage eo memorable that after sixty-seven years

ed a viTid, and imperishably JIove 17reco lection. "Yss, it

it remain-

s a de-'

ChildJw&S born. Then

and Ray, my only

lightful trip," she repeated softly. "But one cannot sail forever on en­

chanted seas. And we reached liew York fourteen days after leaving Hamburg.

My brother and I remained three months in ew York visiting relatives.

hen we~ontgom&ry. After we Aad been here some time I met the man I

arried. He WBS in tlls me roantile busines s and fairly well-to-do. Befors

I marriecythough,1 specified one oondition. y mother and sister must

corm from Germany and make th eir home with us. So he sent for them. lie

were married in 1878. My dear mother lived with us until her death. My

siste r Olga married Sol. Erhlich of BeSSelllB r.

"I s married seven years before Joe, my first

came four others. Leo, now dead. Sidney, Sanford,

dlllg!l ter, She died three weeks ago."

Suddenly the animation left he r face, and he r voice trailed into

silence. The house was silsnt too, vsn the street-sounds, usually so

strident at that hour were miraculously hushed, and for a little, the

stillness in the room WBS like the three minute psriod of memorial

-

si1Bnce before a cenotaph. he quiet 1\'&.S broken by a piece of coal drop-

ing from the fire onto the grate. And from some where in the house came

the resonent ohime s of a clock••••

"I ....ould so gladly have gone in he r place," the words came huskily and

more rapidly than she had formerly spoken. "I do not understand Why such

things happen. She had everything to live for ... all thar~ecessary for

4



Sooial-Ethnio study of the Austrian,
German, and Polish Jews of Montgomery Ala.

•

•

•
By Adelaide Roge~
511 South Hull St.
lontgomery Ala

happiness. Yet she 1\e.S taken from he r husband ••• her children ••• while

I am left. I shouldn't be rebellous. I/ave other children, and grand­

children. And so much to be thankful for. Besides I know that God who ie

so good does not send us suffering without a purpose - some great purpose

being accomplished. But some things I oan't understand. Some times I

wonder •••• "

Again the silence descsnded. But only to remain for an instant. Those

who lived by the rectitude of "noblesse Oblige~n their malleable years

do not permit a personal sorrow to oake others miserable, and themselves

of little or no use in a world of harsh realities. There is always some-
one in need of succor. Or an issue to maet. Or a.cause to champion that

requires every atom of one's spiritual and emotional reserves. With Mrs.

Marcus this raison d '-;;tre was the pres ent plight of t hs Jewish people.

Recalling their resilience. to othe r tragie circumstances in the past,

she referred now to the repeated afflictions which the Sem tic people

had eurvived throughout the ages.

"Yet somehow we are sustained through it all," she said simply.

"Torquemanda ,the first inquieitor-general of Spain trove the Jews out'f

of that country in the fifteenth century. Through his cruelty. more than

fifty thousand were murd«rad in one year. The Crusaders slaughtered in­

numerable thousands of Jews on their treks to the Holy Land. Acoused of

poisoning wells, and bringing the scourge of the Black Plague to Europe,

the Jsws were all but annihilated by the infuriated mobs that raged at

times through-out the fifteenth and sixteenth oenturies. But Israel

still lives. God said 'Illave greatly seen the afflictions of my people.'

He do ss not pe rmit us to suffe r graa tly without a purpose.
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Sooial-Ethnio Study of the Austrian,
Germsn, and Polish Jews of 1J0ntgome ry Ala.

By Adelaide Rogers
511 South Hull St.

ontgomery Ala •

"The perseoutions that have lately oooured are awakening an interest

in religion among the Jews, as well as drawing them together and oement-

ing raoial ties. Formally the German and Austrian Jews were inolined to

look down upon and patronize the Russian and other Eastern groups beoause

they had not had, were not permitted to have, the eduoation that in German~

was oompulsery for one and all. But suoh an attitude no longer exists.

e are no longer German, Polish, or ustrian-Jews. e are just Jews;

bound together by mutual fears and tribulations. e know that a menaoe to

one is really a menaoe to all, and this knowledge has solidified and

strengthened enormously the Jewish espirit de oorps.

"As I have observed again and again, there is no oatastrophere so great

but that it manifeets some measure of a divine Providential plan.~

"Therefore I aay that God will not be so oruel as to let me suffer, or

even to live again in another life. I believe when we leave this world

we sleep forever. And it is better so. I oan truly say I do not fear to

die. I am not like the old man who prayed God to send Father Death , and

when ~ather Death oame to him said: 'No, it was not I who sent for you,

but my wife in the next room,' So loan truly say I do not fear to die.

Though I would not have you think I have been unhappy.

"My life has been unusually devoid of sadnees. I was very happy with my

husband in the twenty years that he lived after our marriage. When he

died he left me well prOVided for, and I have been extremely happy and for­

tunate in my children. My relations too with other elements of the com­

munity are delightful. I am a oharter member of the Mother's Circle of

Montgomery. and of the the Council of Jewish Women. I have devoted friends

G
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