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The “fored Kine of Beldwin - 2 -

2 Winter, when nirht falls and tke For rolls in fir o " +the Rav +
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ighwey Delongs especially to the Sacred Cow. T herds the sleep cz 4he
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everent. kmeowis 2ll that they are protected by law. If rerchance,
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EF 5. iter, should drive iato a fleck of them - they wil 't move
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but you had better, It would be better that you instantly get out of the

mpchine , remove the licemse tag sand wmotor w»umnber and sbaandow the austomebile
t Lhe Sanrad | 1 Pav havy wovrvaks 4~ s wd 17 o -!l ey - 41 ac 1% 31 1
@ the Sscred Cow n woraripers wlll munt you dowm gerelentlessly until
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or you will lay in bastile vile if
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che send thew patienbtg] She iz the mirderer of mumberers of citisems but
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the undertaker hows dowr to her because their businezs is iscreased. She
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is the wrecker of trucklomds of produce where she has soent the aight and
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scat tered her barxyard refuse {o wake a slippery pavement, btut the courss
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0L TRe EED T OW 40WR TO M CALES SRE DIrlings Them DUsineis. Louagy, State

and federal goveruameuts plant grass along the kiglway that she may feed ker

sacre irsoRe Tobttering om her scrawny legs, she nips the sod on the highway

ard Ther sits dowm to mll over her position, Native and ugly with ribs -
ghtly lMadam Cow wandors from one end of the Empire to the ether. She has nme

oVMer = ukless wmAR touches her persona, and then her gue ‘dian & JeRI's like ..f'l.-"iﬂ
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and deputy sherrif amd justice of the poace share ia the speils of your pocket
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OPD STORY OF BLASTHED VEAL BY LIGETNING. /';) /‘{_ -
(O WwWiIN U

—

(Compiled by Frangois Ludgere Diards )

On [huraday, May 31lst, 1883, during a violent lightning

and thunder storm that vislted the Bay Minette, paldwin County, Ala., 4
vieinity, five calves belonging to Mr., Hiram Taylor of jay Ninette,

were killed by lightning. = The calves were Standing mnear a tree which

was struck and shattered inte splinters, ihae Shock killed the calves
in such & manner that thelr bodies were stiffened like ifrom while {

gtil]l steanding erect on thelr Ieal, . 30 pPeriecti wmere their cposition

g8 the shock struck them, &) s distanee the Obaéerver counla not detect
they were stending stirff in death, Jost pesple ond animals when

gtruek by desth, Af standing  generally fall over on the ground or

floér, but not the case with the cal ves owned by Mrs Hiran daylor,
vho allowed them t0 remain a8 were iu the poaition on the ground
vhen death struck them,

BISLIOG APHY: A scrapbook clipping from The Jobile Register of

Junse 1. 1883, I
The story as related Ay Nr. Eiras, lagler, to | |

Nepers, Narx, of Nobile, wio gave the story. to. Jlhe Nohile Register,.
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THE SILVER-LINED CHURCH BELL

LR L A L

Ome blosk south of the Daphue post office and Three blooks west is the
oldest Mothodist Chureh in #his vieinity. Not only is 1% interesting and
s landwark beosuse of it's Civil Wer recerd and eomuse there is the old
cometery still slmost under it's very steps but becsuse the bell in the
shureh tower is lined with silver sad las one of the sweetest tones of
any bedl ever heard by a traveler - even one who is used %o the melodious
tones of okthedral chines of Burepe.

In 1866, scoording to Mrs. 11,C, Yasem, granddsughter of the builder of
the chureh, this building was started by geveral members of the lethodiste
of the commnity = them the ocounty seat of Baldwin, Nost of the members of
the orgzanisation were slave-holders and consequently & baleoeny was built i
the rear of the chursh with & separate side entrance forr the slaves who were
also wont to attend religicus services. Seing more or less wealtly, the mem-
bers of the congregatien degided to have the nicest ghureh bell in the state.
A ommpaign was put on t© raise meney te hawe the bell lined with silver. The
rasult was that $500, in silver was raised and shipped %o Vest Forks, N.Ye
where the makers im 1858 completed the bell mnd sext 1t to MMOBMM Dephne and
1% was Lmwediately ung in the belfry. The bell had not been in place heng
before the call was far sowething besides the oall %o warship, the tolling
of the denth lmell or a simple mideweek prayer serviee, for fary was declared
between the states and the silver-lined church bell onlled people together te

disouss the situation and learm the latest developemexts. later in the war
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VACATION IN ALABAMA, Frangois Ludgére Diard,

Federal Writers' Project,PDis.2,

NPA Project No.4454,Moblle ,Ala, |
|
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necticut,arrived
tiago,Cuba.
for "he stoC
in Mobile town in the
tween him and
necticut mind saw in the
The ] Was a great expanse of unoccupied and unutilized
real estate,needing only intelligent industry to draw from it: reward be=
yond the dreams O avarice. This expanse of 1end would be a great place
for reising cattle and hogs,thought Blekeley,es well as rice,sweet pota-
fruit and possibly wheat. He hastened TO
rormed three mein islends lying between
Baldwin County. These islends he pure
e hummock overlooking an interior lagoon
placed hlis home. from this point he began the development of
what he called his Festino Plantation. He plented cotton,rice and Indian
corn;also as he informed his sister 4bby back in 8onnecticut,in a letler
dated 1812,he stocked a part of his place with cattle. He had then about
thirty head of cattle and hund s of hogs,the lstter sO wild that guns

hed to be used in hunting them. Of fruit trees he had set out Creole

orange,fig,quince =nd peach.

One does not know,except in e general way,what was the result
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A VACATION VISIT TO THE TWO PRINCIPAL GHOST TOWNS
IN BALDWIN COUNTY,ALAs
Llompilf*d h:f' Francols Lud-g;ére Disrd.
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The mersh land 1s practicallyl

invits
|
question that it could be develop|

iah Blakeley's sgricultural effort.

ley viewed it more than @ hundred snd thirty years ago and as

as it was then,there being hardly any

f
hed tO I}ut it ||

would take far more money than Blekeley

operation
mark on the map shows where Blakeley's home stood,some three

|
|

islands,the largest,which bears the name

of Bleskeley,is traversed DY roadway leading to end from Mobile Bay

Bridge,and slong its wester along Mobile River are many modern ine

dustrial plants.
The fame of Jaslah Blakeley survived the obscurity that vells his
- 1 - I-J.

ferm from furbher view. L6 +took the Spenish oeth of glleglance July 10,
ttle
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There were 110 stores end warehouses,4{0 dwellings,two newspapers,three
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Although Josiah Blakeley died in . and like his greater fellow

founder.Bienville,who "lies buried somewhere in Montmartre,” it 1is nov

known where he is buried. It mey be 1in the very 1ittle cemetery of the
of Mobile

town he founded,or it may be in the Spanieh Greveyard/now occupied by
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Most of the graves are marked with upright stones,such as are
found in every cemetery;but in few instances the graves are bricked up
and the stones marking them sre flat. One monument more pretentious than
the others,is 2 square pedestal surmounted by =a simple shaft,all of white
marble.

Blakelevy was the scene of the last battle of the War between the
Stetes. An o0ld rifle canon casn be seen,which was doubtless intended for
use sgainst the fortifications surrounding the site was found mounted on
a Barge near the battle field and there remained for many years until a
storm washed it ashore near the mouth of one of the numerous delta creeks
or bayous,where it can be seen to-dey sunk in the mud and overgrown with
march cesnes.

The once thriving city and sesport of Bleskeley 1s probably the

deadest "Dead Town"™ in Alsbema,but the vacationist will be interested

e

in visiting the site,where he cen see from its history it was once a
cherm city of the Deep South,and he can see the site of the Confederate
fort nesr the Apalachee River,or stand on its once famous Washington
Avenue ,where the business center of the city was located,or read the mad¢
more interesting inscriptions on the tombs in its cemetery.

Bibliography: Personal visits to old Blakeley town site.
Hamilton's Colonial Mobile.
Reingeard ramilly history.

Doctor Erwin Craighead's MobileiFact and Tradition.

Personal visits and observations.

Some notes from The Baldwin Times,february 2,193%9.
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II.-=ZJACKSON'S OAK"AND "THE VILLAGE,"

The vecationist can have a pleasent stay by parking his car and

trailer near the noted"Jeckson's Usgk’| mEzyxxizphnsx It has a 1limb spread

of 125 feet and stands at the avenue of ancient oeks two miles north of
Daphne. 1t was here as tradition has it that General Andrew Jeckson had

his camping ground in his march to Pensacola in the War of 1812,and is
called by the natives "Jackson's Ogk."™ It is really a wonderful tree to

see,as well as those of lesser size standing there also. The story that

General Jackson climbed the tree and addressed his troops from one of 1ite

large limbs has been told in detall for an hundred years,and portions of

the speech are sometimes quoted,but Colonel landers of the Army College,
visiting the scene with many military records to back him up,expressed

doubt if the thing ever happened. The Mobile Advertiser,however,of Tues~-

day,4pril 22,1856,gives a strong reference to this historical happening.
Standing on the site of an obliverated bayshore town termed™fhe
Village,"these stately oaks have seen history in the making. Indlans,

French,Confederate and Union forces,as well as local militis,have all
held councils,sought enemies or camped beneath their spreading limbs.
"The Villege,"™ which is three miles south from the Bridgehead,is termed
like Blakeley one of the deadest of all dead towns in Alsbama. Historian
Hamilton writing of "The Village,"says: "Many people had summer resie-
dents across the bay at the place called the "Village,and lower at How=

ard's,at Montrose,where British troops were once encamped,and at Foint

Clear, jutting into the bay,was built a hotel which became a favorite re-

sort of Mobile during the summer. These places were reached by steam-




Week ending March 24,1939. -8
Frangois Ludgére Diard,
Identification No.0149-5252,

Federal Writers' Projeet,Ds?
WPA Project 4454,Mobile,Ala.

YOUR VACATION IN ALABAMA,

A VACATION VISIT TO THE TWO PRINCIPAL GHOST TOWNS
IN BALDWIN COUNTY,ALA.
Compiled by Frangois Ludgére Diard.

boats from town.
"The Village™ waned in popularity before the Civil War =nd be-

came & resort of some wild people who were law unto themselves. It has long
been a deserted village,though occupying a beautiful site overlooking the

the bay and having a fine beach of clear sand at its front. But the glory

of "fhe Village" ,01d as its oak:s .,some of which are 200 years old and
over,has come down to us as part of the history of South Alabama.

I11,-«0THER GHOST TOWNS OF BAILDWIN COUNTY.

Old Alabama City,which perpetuates as the present town of Fair-

hope,the only single taxed town in the world,was long a ghost c¢ity prior
to 1894. A group of students of the Henry George philosophy founded Faire
hope that year. The difference between Blakeley and Alsbama City can be
said to be this: "Alabama City was born asgain and in its reincarnation be-
came Fairhope,a resort and trading point with a future greater than the
builders of Alsbsma City ever dreamed of." There was Tensas Bluff once
Stockton;Montgomery iHdill and FPierce's landing,on the site of the present
Tensaw,Swift's Landing,or Sibley's Mill or D'0Olive,predecessors of Bay
Minette,where are these? Also where are the outlying villages of Claire

and Byron,around rerdido,once inhabited but now unheard of7 What 1s known

of the industry of Roscoe,west of Urange Beach;of Gesque,between Bon Se-
cour and Fort Morgan;Styx on Styx River;River Park below Marlow;Sumatra,
between Robertsdale and Seminole,or Elkhart,below Stapleton?

Bromley is almost a ghost town,now that its postoffice has been

discontinued and transferred to the village of Hurricane. Park City was

once on the site of the present Bridgehead. Pendro,sbove Loxley,has vankske
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vanished into the past and Cavanac,the predecessor of Barnwell,is remegs
bered only by the old timers living to-day. Van Kirk,a small settlement
below Rosinton is just a memory,e&s are probably other villages in the
ecounty of which history has no record. There sre the many once flomrishes
ing resort towns along the shoreline of Baldwin are Jjust a memory to-day,

such as Hollywood just north of Montrose,which once boasted several hun=-

dreds of resorters both winter and summer,snd where the Confederate sol=-

diers lsnded from Mobile on their way to points in Floride and Georgia.

There is Shell Benks and Palm Beach end Navy Cove,the latter the early

home of the guarantine station and which was practically wiped omt by
the hurricane of 1305,are seldom spoken of ,as well es the early towns

along the bay in French,British and Spanish coloniel times.

Bibliogrephy: Ferson visits o "Jackson's Ogk” and "The Vil-

lage™ in Bagldwin County.

Notes from The Mobile Advertiser of Tuesday,

:L_'CI'il ‘_‘ e ’Il? 5’3 .
Conversations with older Baldwin Countians,with

ex-slaves of Baldwin Countians,end with Mammy Lucy Kimball,ex-slave.
Some notes from The Baldwin Times,Feb. 2,1939.
Personal visits end observations in the pasi

to the old ghost towns of Baldwin Countv:conversations with older Bal-
- o 9

-

win Countians sbout the ghost towns and some oI their inhabitants.




Alabamn Pettersen Marzoni,
Editorial Department.

TAX UTOPIA.

Fairhope, Alabama, on the eastern shore of Mobile Bay, is the

only community in America where the refunding of taxes is a general
practice. There are no individual landowners, all of the property being
held by the Fairhope ngle Tax Colony, which was established in January
1895 by a group of Des Moines, Iowa, residents, who decided to put the
theories of Henry George into practice.

Other original settlers with mila heories from Ohio, Missouri,

s

Pennsylvania, and Pacifi oast Sta

chased land on the hizh bluff overlooking

e

incorporated and a form of single taxation Loped This has work-
g prosperous vacation center 1'ter homes for
vigitors and summer homes of Alabamgbitizene 1ts population

1930 censue, wlth an estimated population of 1800 in

been no deviation from the original theory of taxation

ot

J-.I"'". -

the land should pay all expenses of government that
80 many other sources of levy. A simple form of
set up within the complicated structure of State, county,
taxes. No land is sold by the Failrhope Single Tax Colony
for ninety-nine years at so much per year, which is con-
he rate varies annually, dependent on economic conditions.

this lan@ rental the Colony pays all State, county and city taxes.?

In turn the lease holder pays the usual State, county and ecity

E
[
-

axee on all improvements. Thies payment is then deducted from the rental
pald to the Colony. If the regular taxes equal or exceed the Colony

charge, the Colony charge is refunded. In the middle 1820's thepeswere




-2-

gseveral leaseholders W0 were paild txé. difference between the Colony

rental and taxes on improvements, when the latter was in excess. Even
automobile taxes were included, but this practise has since been
abolished.

Fairhope is also the center of a successful educational
experiment. The School of Organic EddcationyFsummisg there i8Ry is
one of the first institutions of progressive education established in
America. It was founded in 1907 by Mrs. Marietta Johnson, one of the
leaders in the new school of teaching, lect.urer_; and author of Youth in the
World of Men. The school has been visited by educational leaders of
America and Europe and praised for its efficiency. The average enrolment
is between 150 and 200, with a faculty of 35. Students are admitted to
the first grade and graduated with sufficient credits for college
entrance. Artcraft, handicraft and outdoor classes are stresses. No
effort is made to force education on the children who are allowed to
develop with a minimum of restriction. The majority of students come
from without the State. In addition to the regular curriculum classes
are conducted for teachers.

The principa aspect of F'airhopc to the v:ls:ltor is not - the
political :
experiment#k in/economy and education —W 2 resor‘t., with comfortabl
hotels and cottages and ample facilitiea for fishing and water sports.
It is eleven miles south of the junction of US 31 and US 90 at the

eastern end of Cochrane Bridge across Mobile Bay.




EASTHAVEN REST
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ON MOBILE BAY
ALABAMA

DAPHME L. E. CURTIS, PrOP
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