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"UNCLE FED NUNN"

The psychiatrists attribute to most of humapity some degree of
mental disorders along certain lines. Ilndeed, according to their
diagnoses, only a small per centage are wholly rational. Well,
perhaps many of us, either by inheritance or contracticn, po-
ssess marked symptoms of eccentricities. Frobably every community
finds a profuse expression of constitutional peculiarity of temper-

ament. There are a great many very queer people.

In its early history, Autaugaville, Alabama, was the domicile of
the arch-chasm of idiosyncracies in the person of the fabled "Uncle
Fed(Theodore)Nunn". Like two illustrious pioneer families, the Car=-
gsons and the Nunns, he located at Autaugaville, Autauga County, Ala=-
bama, 20 miles west of Montgomery and four miles north of old Vernon
Landing, on the Alabama river. By inheritance, he came into possess-
ion of considerable property, real estate etc. Embarking in the mer-
cantile business, manufacturing, farming etc. and by hard, continuous
work, and most rigid frugality he succeded 1in amassing & handsome
fortune, consisting of several thousand acres cf fertile lands,
hundreds of fine mules, beautiful spans of horses, carriages, a cotton
mill, cotton ginnery, and a number of substantial brick stores,.bulld-
ings, and scores of slaves.

Very rough and uncouth, he boasted of very few who understood
him, or were his friends. He was the embecdiment of peculiarities.

Crdinarily, he dressed just about like any wanderlust, haggard beggar

of his day, in unlaundered, amber stained, saggy osnaburg coats, trous=-

ers, and shirts, a slouch hat and heavy, unpolished brass-toced brogans .




al

Mary E. Livingston - 2 - Autauga Co.
Writer.

Only once in a great while did he shave. ©n one occasion he was

dressed thus, sitting with a crowd of men on the front porch of

a store. A strange young traveling salesman approaching them,

pleasantly greeted, "Goed morning, gentlemen." After a few min-

utes, conversation, he turned toward the beggar-looking "Uncle

Fed" and said, "0Old man, 1 see you need a hat. Come in here and

I'1l buy you one." Walking into the store, he bought a dollar hat

and placed it on the disheveled head, The "old man" accepted with,

"I God Buddie, I thank you." 4n a few minutes & brass-buttoned,

uniformed driver drove up in a beautiful carriage with a spirited

span of horses. Let's take a little ride." Driving several blocks

to his home, he said, "I God, Buddie, this is mine. "Then,going over

several nice farms and looking at the houses, barns, mules and negroes,

he said again, "I God, Buddie, these are all mine." Carrying him by

his cotton will and store houses, he repeated, "I God, Buddie, these

are cine too." Tradition has it that Irequently he hitched two or

more slavee to his carriage or buggy and drove them instead of horses.
OCnce a circus came to town - was stranded, "Uncle Fed" saw the

camel liked its looks and bought him. Next Sunday as his good neigh-

bors were at church, prying and exhorting, "Uncle Fed" decided it

would 1t would be a good time to attend church or drive slowly by.

He had the camel hitched to the carriage and quietly drove up when the

horses saw what was coming they became frightened, broke loose and

created such a stampede everybody had to leave the church to quiet

his horse.

Juite often, especially when in a good mood, he rode astride
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into either his or some other store. In the event of his wife's

disapproval of anything, he either whipped her or locked her alone
in a room. A life-long habit was that of gathering old dry bones of

dead horses, mules, cows or hogs and storing them in the horse lot
adjoining his home.

Once a year, ordinarily at Christmas, he donned a hande&ome
black broadcloth Frince Albert suit, silk beaver, patent leather
shoes, kid gloves and gold headed walking cane. Once a year, in
the summer, he and his family went on a 30 day trip, either to
Florida, Blount or Shelby Springs. Invariably he took these trips
in a long, heavy, covered dray, drawn Dy four or s&ix horses, and
carried all cooking utensils. In his back yard, there was a big
cage, approximately 10 feet square znd 20 feet high. 1n this cage
he kept hundreds of mocking birds. OUnce he watched one of his
slaves eating a roasted sweet potato, observing that the negro
threw the peal on the ground, he said, "You, leather-headed son-of-
a-gun, how dare you to throw away that good peal. Now you pick up
that peal and eat it, or I God, Buddie, I'll have you whipped."”

On one occasion, in his later years, a nephew became enraged
and called him a d=--d liar, to which "Uncle Fed" replied "I God,

Buddie, its just a gquestion of opinion."

with all of his faults, he gave his daughter and grand-daughter

educational advantages. When he was about 75 years of age, he was

burned to death in his own home.
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Week endfhg March 31, 1939. O Mrs.Emm& Shelnut,

1256 C'Donnell St.Oakdale,Ale,
LIFE STORY. T osepnine F. EEEEson,WrI%er.

Moblile ,Ala,

MRS. EMMA SHELNUT.

After walking from Ann and Alba Streets down to 0'Donnell
Stree. in Oakdale, a suburb of Mobile, I stopped a. No,1256, which
house is nearly hidden by trees and bushes. The front of the yard 1is
approximaiely seventy-five feet. To one side in the front yard was
a sméll bed of flowers and along the path representing sidewalk was
e hedge. To the right was a brickwelk leading up to the steps and on
the other side was & large rose bush, In the neighbor's yard was
& wisteriea vine growing all over & large tree and the vine climbing
over into the yard and onto the house where I was visiting, and 1
have seldom seen such beautiful bunches of flowers, Mrs. Shelnut said
the yard was not in good order, &s she was not able to attend to it
and her brother had just got up from a long spell of sickness. The
north side of the house was covered with honeysuckle vines.,

Sitting on the gallery were Mrs, Emmé& Shelnut and her
brother Charles Rabby, and when I came up to them & young womén,
2 niece of Mrs. Sihelnut, came from the house &nd brought & chair and
I was asked to sit down. When I was seaved, a little girl about five
years old, whose neme wes Cécile, came and eesed herself into my lap.
Her hair wes soft and wavy and so light that it was almost white.,
She was & friendly little thing. Her home wes next door, A pretiy
plain gray cat with white nose, collar, shirt and boots, ceme and
laid down on the steps.

When I asked Mrs, Shelnut if she knew any old legends,
seyings or stories she said she did not remember any, so I tried to
get her own story, and she said she had not much to tell, however,

she told me she was born right here in Mobile and had lived here all
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Week ending March 31, 1939, " Mrs.,Emmé Shelnut, (White)
1256 0'Donnell St.0akdale,Als,
Life STORIES SERIES. osephine F.Petterson,WrI%er.

her life. She was born in June 186l., Her father, & seamen, died when
she was very amall and her mother was left with five children,

Mrs. Shelnut's mother was a dressmaker, Mrs, Shelnut said
she had attended the Broad Street Methodist Church since she was
"just about as old as the little girl visitor, and her name is the
oldest on the church book now,"™ She went to School at Barton Academy.
Her life as child and young womé&n was very pleasant and she did not
have anything worth telling.

In 18852 she married a Mr. Graham, who was a sailor, They
had been married eleven years when he was drowned in 1893, She merried
agéin in 18985, Mr. A.D.Shelnut, a Civil War Veteran, who was a well
educagted man, His trade was interior decorating and he and his wife
also kept & rooming house, Both of them were prominent in Lodge work,
and well liked., Mr. Shelnut died in 1934 at the age of eighty years,

The Shelnut house is & une story building containing two
good size rooms, kitchen and front gallery. In the front room were
two beds, one large and one small, There was also an odd sofa, age
not known, which looked as if two cheirs were put side by side, the
backs curving, rounded at the top and finished with a carved border.
This room also conteined a large double-door wardrobe with mirrors.

On a shelf under the table was an old Bible, @about nine by
five inches, which was more than four inches thick, and had very
fine Latin type with this notation on the back of the Title page,
"Bible entered according to the Act of Congress in the year 1lt57,

by O.R.Kingsbury in the Clarks Office of the District Court for the

Southern District of N.Yf.About one fourth of every page was filled
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MRS. EMMA SHELNUT.

with notes and explanations on the chapters above, but the print was
so fine that it was very hard to read, The furniture is oldfashioned
and somewhat crowded, but cleé&n and orderly. Over the mantel is a
large picture of Robert E., Lee, painted by Mr, Shelnut, It is quite
a good picvure of the General, The frame 1is heavy and gilded, There
is also & crayon picture of Mrs, Shelnut's first husband.

The second, or backroom, also contained two beds, one
large and one sm&ll, In these two rooms sleep Mrs, Shelnut, her
brother, her niece and husband, and two children, who were at school,
They are pretty well crowded, but are comfortable,

On the mantel in thet room was an old clock about twenty
inches high, which hed two faces, one above the other, The top face
was smaller than the lower one and showed the hours., The lower one
showed the neme of the weekdays, but that part does not function,

It showed the name of the month "MARCH" in another space,and placed
around the edge of the face were the dates of the month from One toO
Thirty-one, These two parts are in working order, On the lower part
of the face above the dates were painted.
H.B.Horton's Patents,
April 18-1865 August 28-1866,
Itheca Calendar Clock Co,.,
Ithaca, N.Y,

Mrs. Shelnut does not know how old the c¢lock is,

It was given to her about forty years ago as a wedding present and

it was old av that time, "but" she said, "it still keeps good time",

She then took me out in the kitchen, where her nlece,
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Week ending Merch 31, 1939. () Mrs.,Emma Shelnut,
1256 O'Donnell St,0akdale,Ala.
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Nell Rabby was prepeiring dinner, t0 show me ﬁhe back yard, which is
about 125 feet deep, ome part is fenced off for the chickens and

in the other part were & Japanese Persimmon tree and a flg tree,
veside oaktrees and shrubbery, which makes the place look llke a
little place in the countiry.

Asking Mrs., Shelnut what she thought about Hitler and the
condition in the world at present, she said that she did not bother
her old brein with those things and she does not like politiecs,
because there is so much wrong done, but she would like to see Mr.
Hartwell Commissioner agailn.

Mrs. Shelnut is very kindhearted and friendly, and she
does not talk about people unless she has some thing good to say
about them. Her sight and hearing are good, but she has to use glasses
when reading, her eyes are gray, her hair is gray and cut short.

She seid, "I hed very little hair anyhow, so when my niece suggested
to have it cut off, I said 'yes," and I am not sorry &s it is much
easier to wesh and comb."

Mrs. Shelnut is getting a small pension - $20,00 from
the Government. She said, "It is not much, but my brother has some
property, and with what he kas we are getting along. If I live until
I am eighty I will get Thirty dollars a month. The old veterans
receive Fifty dollars & month, but there are only two more left 1in
the Mobile District.”

The nelghborhood is good, most of the houses need some
peint, but the trees and shrubbery hide the deficlency. Across the

street from the Shelnut home 1s & large modern church built by the
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A Baptist Congregation, which has & Sunday school attendance of
about five hundred children.

Mrs. Shelnut suffers from Rheumatism and it is very hard
for her to walk, otherwise she seems to be in good health, Sometimes
she gets a taxi to take her to her own church and she Jjust cen walk
to the taxi. Someone of the congregation usually takes her home,

"We soon have Easter here again"™, she said. "To me it
does not méke much difference, as I can not get around, but the

young people like to fly high at Easter time.,"

Noticing that she was a little tired I took my leave,

promising to come again, W
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Week etuing Jan.8, 1937 '+ prangois ludgere Diard,
S=242-0ther folklore- Identifloation No,.0149-5252
" < superstition, Federal Writers' Project,Dist.5.

WPA Project 3014, Noblle, Ala.
SUPERSTITIOUS OLD AUNT EuMMaA PINETOP.

(Compiled by Framcois Ludgere Diard.)
One of the negro servants ' employed by the Diard Tamily of

Mobile to wash windows and sweep the yvard was 2o half Miscogée mulatta
woman named Aunt Emma Pinetop. The surneme of "Pinetop” was given the
negro woman by the Diard children, because she always went around
bareheaded with her wooly hair stending out in rolled breids resembling
pine bdburrs. 01d Aunt Smma was a very peculisr negro women, more so than
the average superstitious negro, and always carried her wardrobe and bed-
elothing with her wrapped in a huge bundle, which she carried on her head.

vhen asked why she always carried her clothes around with her, she

replied that if she left them at home "de niggers" would steal them from
her. She was always accompanied by & little "plckaninny" when she went

out for a day's work, who bore the name of Susie lou, and who was sald to
have been born to Aunt Bmma in middle life, for Aunt Emma was & woman

of more than fifty-five years when Susle lowu was dbeorm.

Une day Aunt Letitia Ford, the ex-slave servant assisting Aunt Bell
(black as the ace of spades), the oaok)ﬁl-tho maternal side of the Diard
family from ante-bellum days, was sick, and old Aunt Emma FPlnetop was
used to substitute her, Aunt Emnma was put to scraping Irish potatees to
be used in various ways in the day's cooking, but refused flatly to have
anything to do with the potatoes, unless a cup of table salt was put

into the pan of water she was to wash snd secrape the potatoes in,

Mrs. Diard asked old Aunt Emma what was the salt for, that 1t wes
not necessary to wash snd scrape Irish potatoes in salted water.

0ld Aunt Emmas stlill persisted in having a cup of salt in the

water, and to please the old negro Mrs. Dierd ylelded, dut first insisted

nheffold what the salt was for.
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yeek endiug Jan.8, 1937.
S-242 Other folklore-
superstition
SUPERTTITIOUS OLD ANNT EMMA.PINETOP.
{ Compiled by Frangols [udgere Diard.)

Yo' see, Mliss Oaran, bac' yonder in glav'ry times us niggers al=

ways used selt water to wasi an' serape de Irish "tatoes in",

*But why?" still persisted MNIrs. Diard,

viit's dis 1ik' dis, Niss Saran, de salt tak's de Irish out o' de

‘tatoes".

.I.I"II'I'II""II..

nother day old Aunt Emma pinetop was sent to ths Central market

just a block OF Twe distant from the Diard home L0 get a small cabbage,

to go with another one for meking cold slaw, She was given ten cents,

the approximate price of a small cabbage at the time; and when she returned

with a very small cabbage all withered and hardly suitable Ior making slaw,
she was asked by Mrs. Diard:

"Surely, Aunt Tama, you didn't pay a dime fOor such a tiny, withered
cabbage like that? Hhit.a casbbage is only sultable for making eold slaw".

0ld Aunt Lmms Pinetop only grinned, and salds

"No, M'em, Miss Serah, 1'se didn't 2ib a dime fo' dis here cabbdage,

I'se glb two nlockles.”

The old negro woman had never learned the denominations of momney, OF

how to meke change when buying articles., Thereafter she was always looked

upon as the dumbest of the dumbest by the other negro servants working in

the Diard femily

BIBILOGRAPHY: Personal observation, the writer being a witness to the abo

happenings.
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In the early thirties. when Judgh John H. Harpdt ‘oF odi® bl o W 40w

iAo
na laying plans for a town at Auburn .Elabana He brought Simeon Pﬁ‘h‘ with
him aa a oivil anginear. "Hhila here Perry heuuit fna’ oversesr for Widow Wim-

jbarly 1t waa repute& she owned & tho’uaarhi slaves and humbersd of Wered Wr Tand
‘u Wuaﬁ‘ft‘ér a’ Bhort mile He marri8d Wﬂoii’?ﬁni‘bdt'ly and they Had e e for-
tqgga;t; loge thtir home by Fire' ‘dand With" i, Her mdnay‘ P EHe Wlwds epto
in the cloaet and at Mi’ferent timaaalong after that the “grdfid- o ffdfen * '’
wonld look for and find tha ooina mare the houad jad’ 'mn-net §'oh f§ “Frand-

daughtar Miss Anmette Howard told. ' —Ia 1853 . Simdty Pevvy Bdirt *themw “gn-

v 70 N hrf} .
nthar hama nhnt rmt —hundred ya.rda North West of *the o’rigfna'l hnmsd using

oo
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We are struck with this lovely old ante-bellum home sitting up “In“this
be&iitrﬁvui'!a"aiéd,iuak; tift}i"a ‘about two Rundred yards from“ths “stféet Bast Drake
Avenue,and one bleek to the right eof highway 29 ,going Seuth. On this lovely
lawn we find the age~0ld oaks,cedars, crepemyrtle and beautifml old wisteris
vines,elinging to whatever it touches.

In appreaching this house we find the unusual twe step embrances which
leads to a high verander with tied in banistess which sexrve the two floors,
hawing undesneath a cemsnted ground-fleoor porech. The large fouwr square col-
onns ,aupporting the upper porch roof-extension,rests on cement Ffoundations,
resting on the greound. The swauls to this frent poreh are plastered and the
front windows reach to the floer,the green shuttere against the white siding
lend to the o0ld mansion a eolonial charseter. Over the two front entrances,
up and down stairs,a notable feature of the doors being framed in side glass
lights and the upper poreh door being double doors and ftepped with a comvent-
ienal trgnseom, Mntering this very spacious hall with high eeilings we find
rooms opening into seme from both sides and it has a foot echair-facing at the

bottom,and piecture wmolRing at the top,the same wide planking is used for fleor-
ing and eeiling.
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CURTIS ROBIRT PIES T fogn # ey Sl Lee Co.
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Curtis Hobart Pilke wge born Jan.8th,1914 in Harris County Gea. Hisearly life
was spant on a farm at Beulah Ala.,and got his grammar and High School ed-
ncation at Barulah and Fairfax,é Ala.,but liked one year finishing High School.
He was a good Atheleta,fond of football, K basketball and baseball.Curtisg en-
tered the U.S.Army at Ft.Banning Jan.8,1932 where he spent three years and
was discharged as a Corporal.

He entered the llarines May 16,1935 at liacon,Ga.and was gsent to Paris
Island,S.C.,from there to California by the way of Cuba,Canal Zone,from
there to Hawiian Isles then to Phillipine Islands where he remained a few
months. He was then chosen for duty aboard "The Augusta™,the flagship of
the Asiatic fleet, Admiral Yarnedd in command.

He went from Phillipines to China,Hongkong,Tsingtso,Shanghai,K Singapore,
Dutch West Indes,on below the equator,then Japan,and “ussia, back to China,

Curtis Pike of Beulah ,has a ringside seat at the present imbroglio in
China and sald ringsdde seat may prevent him from coming back to a station
in Americsa.

lr.Pike 1s ome of Uncle Sam's liarines and after a visit to Russia last
summar was slated t0 return to America,having spent two yeaxs in Asia., But
about the time he got back to China ths war broke out ang Msrine Pike and
his buddies were ordered to skick around and await developments.

lir.Pike, about 23 years old, is the son of lr. and lLrs.George Pike of
Beulah,Ala. His letters 8o his family telling about his visit to Russia and
something about the hostilities in the Far East are very 1ntarest1ng The lee
county man is assingned to the "Augusta,"”flagship of America's Asiastic fleet
It will be remembered it was the Auguata which the thnaae in the early .
stages of the war,bombed,thinking it was a Japanese vessel. Curtis Pike was
aboard at the time. That was shortly after the return of the Augustg from
Vladivostok, ,Russia where with three American destroyers it had gone on a

"good will visiti",the latter part of last June.

Concerning the liarines visit to Russia, Curtis wrote his family;
"7as that place (Vladiwoetok) a sight to remember!® Everywhere you looked
there were soldiers and sailors patroling ths streets with fixed bayonets
on their rifles. I certainly am glad I don't have to l&ve in a hlace like
that! "From our observation of the people on the street it would appear
that wages provide little,lif any more than the barest necessities of life.

Houses are congested. Rooms ware seen with bunks Jjammed against each
other. Building repairs weré long overdue. The street crowds present a
picture of wokking men andwomen with a look of despaerate determination but
burdened too heawvlly to smile. We missed the galety and jovial banter of the
Aperican people. "But they showed ug a good time. They gave us free tickets
to & circus with some good acts. They staged & soccer game and a swimming
meet for us and the Russian naval officers and city officials entertained ths
American offlcers and petty offlicers at banguets.

"They made 1.0 chgrge to marines for dasncing in the parks and at the
theatres they refused our money and invited us in to enjpy the programs.
Such lavish entertainment as was given us is a rate experience for these

people and is evidence of the Soviet'sdesire to prove their hospitality and
friendship."
"Vhen we arrived at Tsingtao from Russia we were rushed to Shanghai be-
cause of the serious Brouble here . We encountered a typhoon on the wgy and

were held up for over a day. Then to top it all off,the Chinese thought we
were a Japanese ship and tried to bonb us. "fuck for us the bondb just miss-
ed . us but it threw sheapnel on the ship. We manned the anti-aurefaft guns
and were ready to fire at the planes when they discovered out identity. And
if we had fired,I guarantee we woundn't have missed like the Japs did!

"We (the Augusta marines) made andemsrgency landing when we srrived

here and have been haere ever since,helping the 4th liarines guard American
lives and property. We are stationed in a Chinese Catholic school at the




edga of our puard sector. You seq, the Americans,British, French and Italians
all have cartaln sectors 0f the International Sattlumant to guard., We are
nere to keep the fighting out of this area?

"I havan’t received any mail lately on account 0f this trouble holding
up the mall boats. The Japs and Chinese &re suraly raising hell out here
now,aspecially thde Japs. Thaea Chinese aren't as well equiped.

"We came down on the first line defense a week ago and relieved an-
other cogpany of liarines. We have one sgquad of men etationed on top of a
flour mill on Soochow Creek,only about 50 yards from where the troops have

been doing so much fighting and bombing.
"We often can hear big artillery shells whistling over our hesds.The

Japs were dzopping bombs on the Chinese about 150 yards from us the othar
day. This 0ld mill]l really shook and shmapnel Ilew all around us on tha

building. We really had a ringside ssati
"As long as they don't fire at us we will be all right and thgy have

no reason t0 fire on us. Being a spectator isn'f so bad and we are in no
real danger out here. If this trouble doesn't quiet down pretty soon I
might not get back to tha states until sometime to come.
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AN ACT, TO EHANCIPATE CERTAIN PERSONS THERELN NAMED. FROZENE,

LEHMONE, AND DANIEL MANUMITED.

S6g. 1. Be it enacted by the Senste and House of Rep

the State of Alsbamz 1ln General Agseably Oonvened, That Romel Andry

be and he 1g hereby authorized to manumit and get free rom glavery
Froaens, Lesuore, and Danlel, upon entering inte bond with suffielient

secudiry payabls to the Judge of the county court of Baldwin County

| S —————

and his sucessors in offlioce in the penal s of one Woupand deollars
oonditioned, that they or sither of thea shall not decome a chalge

t0 the State or county, City or Town thereln saving the righte of

ereditors. Approved, January 15, 1028.

BIBLIGORAPRY S Al abama --Gt:. 10 1:)-.._;1.}-':-.,{:6 112
R.L.D.

O 28-37
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