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Life history of Krs. Stella Alexander. Prattville. Alabama.

Having been reared as one of the wealthiest families in

Dallae COllOty. Stella came up with luxuries and plenty; she was the

d ughter at~ o.......Il.~ who WE-S r:,puted to be amoll8 the wealthiest

tarmers in this section of the State. She married early in lite to
f). j of Autau!l" County. 1.1a.,
~ '"Tn. Alexander, fmo was also a very prosperolls farmer; before

the depression Stella and her husband lived on their plantation and

in connection with this large plantation they operated a dairy, which

was stoaked with large heards at Jersey cows; they had five children,

consisting of three boys and two girls llfter the c Idren become

school age, Stella and family moved to town to edllcats their children;

after a tew years the oldest boy was sent to Gulfport, Kis Si88ippi

to school, the other ohildren in Prattville sohools; the aotivities

of this family were rated as leaders in the ir town, good chllroh workers,

&11 of the family being members of the Methodist church in prattville;

the inoome was very sllbstantial to taJte cars of the luxllries and needs

of the family, and they lived in one of the nicest houses in town,

havill8 bought it dllrill8 the high costs after the war between the States;

the aneestors on both sides of this family were very influential

people; the children were practioally throllgh high sohool when the

depression oame; it was then necessary to move baok to the farm, the

farm products, includill8 cotton, corn and various other produce, having

gone down in price until ths farm was not payill8 for itselt; stooks,

bonds and other secllrities held by the Alexander fami y dropped and were

worthless; the dairy products were so low in price that they cOllld not

afford to teed the cows for the proti ts made; all of this did not make

this chriatain family lose their faith in God, bllt they paoked IIp and

moved back to the farm, tll.king the 11 ttle money left and reatoakin,g

the dairy with more thorOUgh-bred Jersey oows and putting every effort
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• forth to come out of the depression; the oldest boy had married and

the other two boys, the two girls and mother and father tried hard

to make a comfortable living, when their plans were changed by the

misfortune of the husband, 8JJ '70). Alexander falling from the

barn loft and breaking his hip; he was brouBlJ,t immediately to the

Prattville Hospital where he stayed for several weeka and finally

was removed to another hospital for an operation, dying the following

day; Stella took every cent of cash and other seourities and paid

the hospital b1l1s and the burial expense and then braced up and tried

to make going concern with the farm and dairy, taking up where the

husband left off; it was a hard life, another son married and left

only the younges t son and the two g1 rls t home; then becoming dis

satisfied, the oldest girl, Ilartha married; it waa her plans to go

to college and sne oould not understand tne misfortune of ner parjeJlts

in not being able to educate ner, so sne ran away from nome and married,

living witn ner husband only two years, sbe returned to ner mother

with a baby girl to be cared for; Stella sold tne farm and dairy and

moved back into Prattville in their home; gave tne oldest girl, Ilarth

beauty culture course, the younger son being able to secure a very

small Job from tne government and then with good management on tell's

part put tne youngest girl in business college; tne ohurch activilies

of tnis family were kept up, tne mother and cn1ldren going to church;

Ilartha opened up a Beauty Shop in Prattville; Nellie, on aocount of

the very influential family backing, obtained a Job in tne state High

Way Office in Ilontgomery, where sne was employed until the cnange in

administration in Jantmry of this year; tbe younger boy, who was forced

to leave high sonool on aocount of nelping support nis mot.ner and other

members of nis fam1ly, returned to niBlJ, scnool last year and if he is

able to go this year will receive his diplom from Prattville High

School. Nellie is now wolking on NYA at the High Scnool lunch room,
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this of course ill a very sms.ll salary, but this family having gone

through SO much, Stella says that they are more than glad to get the

aaount of Twelve dollars per month that Nellie is making and whi ell is

practioally all the inoome this family has at this time, Martha having

remarried and does not contribute to the family support and the younger

boy helps on a dairy for a very moderate amount and board and is working

to the end of going to Aubarn College when out of high school; the

mother, Stella Alexander is very hopeful of better days for her family

and keeps up her spirit and remains the same christain woman in spite

of her misfortunes, but at times beoomes very disoouraged. During

the flood in .lugust of this year, the home of Stella .llexander and

family was surrounded by water and damage was done to her property and

lots, but Stella's remarks were "We are so thankful that our home

did not wash sway, that we really do not feel like we have been in the

nood" • The outlooks and prospects for this family at the present

do not look very bright, but Stella s~s: we will go forward and our

financial ciroumstances will turn, if we keep trying.

(interfiew of Mrs. Stella lexander, Widow)
Octo ber 25th, 1939.
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memories tire depression.

• •H~S the depression made criminals

•

•of nonest

men or has it merely brought out tbat which wns Just bldd6n ~ene~th

Job

eurest frIend's father,is that of moue

there w s

the surfsce? eXll.mple

}p. 4fd /:&;",(L<=""- I'_. He WlooS a lell.ding, respected citi~en and if
r

ny dishonest hidden surely none suspected it--he hed t

clerk in Ii grocery store, at whic -his wife and four children--but money

very bE-re

e ry scarce and

n"t so
clerks needed so--he wt.s fired. l!'o'w many Jobs he tried to

I do know and doubt thht he reme.bere, ut there ..... s no v:orlt
s

~.ad, no money to be made--honestly I do not know the exnct de.ails

of what followed but he landed in the ins ne azylum

going to the penitentiary; left behind .,bS his wife with four children--

the oldest gi rl quit scnool and is now workin<; in II
milKing $5.00

a week, the mother goes from house to house selling or tryin~ to sell

co etics--W8S it dishonest
•or des erll.tion? who can s y?

I've seen countless incid nts simil r to this--we've all

seen them. 1I0st of US nE-ve felt the effects of the depression. I

eaxe when an ope rht ion would have
--'--

cured her but operations are expensive you kno , which we did not have

h v s en my If.ot er

after the bank failure. e h ve all eeen hungry, SCE.ntily clothed

children and once ambitioue young men now accepting charity or

unearned g vernment funds without resentment--their spirits Lnd ideals

shattered.
1 rried in 1'338. in spite of the reports that the 1 ation

is on the road to recovery the re are !:till plain signs of poverty.

~uring ths fourteen months in .ich 1 nave been mll.rried nu b nd,



~

Life

,
I

p~story of

been w'tbout work four. I tbi

have less than .ie--we c.re

• respectively. lnat does

millions of otbers like US? Will tbese

(Jp ~g, t3~ b s,
ll. oour e, an e

no -one twent

t:...tne future hold for US?

tl:..r t y .....re -oJ: <:luI"'

r

be helpful to US? eu.ch ing us to

of need--for there will always be needy ones.

of cynicism d bitterness tb t c~ ~ever

for we have life and tbe

orl a;trl: Ile 0 mak 1n 0 0 et i ~ better. ,e have hope End a

a

d f&.l1ed.

little children of today rid

love no have worked, suffered

is to nope end strive t at our

unborn children 0 tomorrow

never know the t Q.cb o.t ,depPelfsion.

Our activities in the co have been exter.ded to

church actiVities o.t11 B

•

arid disap ointment received

rcome.
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LIFE HISTORY OF I.HlS. FRANKIE JOHNSON GANDY

It is with profound reverence that we bow before the shadows

of pioneer wives and ~others. Their history and traditions are

sacred. Happily, life has its heroines today and future centuries

will honor them. The interview with ~rs. Frankie Gandy on yester

day was most touching-brave little frail person who is very stern

in all her dealings is more than most citizens. She is not only

the ~other of four children, but is now undertaking the responai-

bility of their father • s. Gandy was the daughter of Terrell
•

and8mms Johnson and was born in Prattville, Autauga County,

Alabama; received her education at the old Prattville Academy.

In the year of 1915 she was married to Francis Gandy. Francis

was en~aged in the grocery business in Prattville and in addition

to her household duties Frankie was a very valued asset in his

business and with their continued generosity they were among the

leading business people here, and success was reached with such

a degree until it was smazing. Naturally with such a large busi

ness a certain amount of credit had to be extended to friends and

those who were thought trust-worthy, and when discussing the de

pression with !.:rs. Gandy she said, "I do not believe the people

really meant to mistreat us by neglecting their debts, but it

bas put us on sufferance and my husband in his grave." In 1929

I.~. Gandy was forced to close his doors and walk out of his store

taking what he had left to be used by the family for their live

lihood. He walked the streets, went far and near trying to ob

tain employment but the answer was never satisfactory. The banks

were all then closed in Prattville and the very small amount left

was gone, Frankie said, "Francis would not give up-I was sick and



•

- 2 -

not able to help him very much, but we were at our rows end. No

rood, very little clothing and rinally obtained work on 1.P.A.

This inspired Francis so that he tried to kill himselr doing the

road work and resulted in a complete collapse. Then rinally they

were able to open up a small hot-dog and hamberger stand and he

and Frankie both conrined themselves right to their business and

made a rair success. Then Frankie was taken sick and a serious

operation was necessary to be perrormed on Christmas day 1936.

Francis continued to right the winds or Adversity concentrating

all the energy or his being on the job, day and night until his

health declined in 1937. Frankie said, "r administered day and

night to Francis, doing everything within my power to make him

comrortable and prolong his lire, but he lert us on September

17, 1939." Now in widowhood, with a Llothers love and devotion,

Frankie is putting rorth every errort to educate her children,

who have been handicapped with their misrortune or poverty,

and the honorable and straight rorward character that both

rather and mother have, is being instilled in these children.

Once a nice comrortable home, now very much run down and badly

in need or repairs, is their humble place or abode. The house

is very dingy rrom the outside, needing a coat or paint very

badly and the walls inside are even worse. But the churches

and dirrerent christian organizations have been wonderrul to

assist this ramily. They are members or the ~ethodist Church

and although the ~other has not been able to continue her

interests in the church, she has sent the children and tried

to keep their spirits up. The oldest boy is now employed by a
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LIFE HISTORY OF MRS. FRANK GILBERT

Tne first year of tne century--I,,"s born which "',,"s Just

in time to nLve survived two depressions, said ¥rs. rank Gilbe~t.

When ~ very sm 11 child :rs. Gilbert wus called "Repp " becaQse of

ner it end int lligence; she is the daughter of a farmer who hed two

other onildren end when

school

a enter

Happy's fatner wliS

in the business llnd tney considered themselves

Just tne averl:.ge poor fllrmers, but now Hbppy suid"sihce going through

with what I nave, I think my d ddy must neve been wealthy in~tead of

poor". Happy's fbther had a good gerden alid fie ld crope, t, ut did not

try raising cotton; he also rsised hogs and always had p~enty or freeh

meat and "nen the hliJ!ls gave out---"we tnought it was just ,,"wful and

we were poverty stricken". We hud trophies, ribbons alid all kinds of

prizee rouc.d the house which >,ere won by the fine ohickens, hogs .. nd

live stock rai ed by Dad at COlllity, State bnd other fairs al.d

exhibitions. Fapp fin*!l.hed high school at the age of sixteen ,ears

&nd her db~ having had several bad crop years, WbS not able to send

her to college {,nd she to try for a Job, lookic.g around she

finally decided thbt she would liAe to study telegraphy and soon got

a Job, hoping to work OLe yebr and then enter college--well after

working five months--whet h ppened, Happy married a m'n ho h d Just

been turned down by U cle S 's avy for being underweifht--tnie wes

in l3l8--it WbS now tice to drLft the bOyG for the ar --tnree week

bfter murying, }rank left for the United statee Amy end cump on the
, .

E st H~ppy ~ s very luck , being able to obtbin Ii transfer

from .lahllma to the same town }rank Wlis encamped, wh~re ne followed

her work t.s telegraph operator; tnen the message came to leli.ve for
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oversea service; t e parting WLS sad, tut like 1 l.ving
->.J>..

for oversea service, we hoped for the best and part d--- little

over year and Fr~ w s sailing baok to me hnd the United States.

trank obtained ~ Job as m nuger of a store and we bought a little

home. furniture and tried to begin life on what the old darkey clllla.

"the extortion plan", Things went on beautifully for a few years,

we hfod our lovely little dsughter Eond almost had our home pai'" J:or

~hen the bottom fell out--in 1929 I was ~aking a hundred t,e t five

dollars a month and the following J"nuary 193 , was draWing Sixty

dollars a month; ~'r8r;jr "'loS cut consider ble b.Dd cut eLtirel

off. my Job WaS abandoned and we were left without Jobs or income;
I wa I WLS

then em_lIle using cr..shed--. m.....,. 16 ft "flD,t"; we drt.£ged

along anothe r y making ends meet--then the other bank

failed Where my husbl1r.d banked--which Wll.S au. sLvings account for the

education of our daughter; the store where m husband worAed went in
r

to bfnkruptcy ar.d the following day our home burned--fortunately

tIErs La enough icaur nce to rebuild t. e house. but for three year

we did not have one penny income and .. child reu~ to enter school-

nothin.. in sight to do--"lf She roan thought

s .....oal nave - ehoes Juet ·,en' I could huve been rr"_·.~

fer

•
people responsible for I ,hm like to old neero wae

.~..
told that tlis mother-in-law had been killed--" ell it could have been

worse" . our he&.lth, our credit w&.s injure"'. hOI,ever, we

have mkDaged to keep credit at the grocerJ stores. The ~oldiers'

bonus in the nic~ of tim

" hen I e r

t en [l, little

to drive

lviI1 •

old

•car aL~ther year m sense of humor de erts me Lad I v1ciou_l~ .1
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l:e~' could foot it 0 b hunting:. e

reall is. che d&ugh er is no

t. t h!o.rd luck.

acnool and is va

•

d ~usica.l and 8 so has been ble to tl>ke up d~ncine itnout

expense to her p rents (nd now thc worry is-- ill she get to go to

co lege. B ppy a~d Fr with their dcugnter ive i a very n~e hou~e,

•nice furniture Ii.lld ni ely 1ep rounds, but the inei!ht of the motller

regarding the Clepression is not very favo re.ble. she takes ever~·thine

the hard w y bnd hes almost gotten disgusted with life. I wouid not

sa th"t soe has lost all respect for humanity--but she h s really lost

~uite 8 bit and does not try to make herself see the bright side of

things; Heppy is a very likable person. but h"ving had an income of

her "wn r.nd (l.ays beir.., used to aving her oVin w£.y about fin nces-

the dep rassion t*S rehlly soured he r. Her wnole life is completely

r p ed in her da~~hter--she talkpe of nothing else end occupies all

the time of toe child and she has no time for other children. FrLnk

is driving an oil truck and triee to·mc.J<B the very cest he CLn out of

thei r Ili tuation. but the ir soci 1 cti vi tie have ce&.sed; Iso en urch

8Ld 0 her &.c ivities and their lives are lived practically alone.

B&.pp is above the average for intelligence, but it looks like he

cannot teJtB defeat--she thicJ<s once defe ted--alwa~'s defeL-ted nd "he

said: I do not want aLybody coming around giving me advice about now

to take m troubles end tne mer. tal &.ttitude to adopt t W!c.r tnines

in general, or I mi~nt let go the last shred of sense of humor, like

wise my temper and what sver I may rthve in my nand t the time". B!o.pp

is not ne t in her dress anymore, nor does she c re very much I1bout oer

gene re.l ap .earance; ho ever. the daugn ter always looks very nice, clean

and modest end Frlionk tries to look his \lest, but their pride has been

marred to a cert(o.i n extent
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LIFE EISTORY OF G~RTRUDE BROOKS MILFORD
,

Born in Ow< ,~.n, .. a1.k.er COUIlty, Ibooma, where the hills completely surround

the town am where ever hi 1 is filled with the best coal in the state of

AlabSm ; it w..s in this little town whers m father mc-de bis fortune &lld also

where he lost it; i edi te 1 af er finishing college, v.he re he studied

engineerin ~nd commercial work, m fb.ther was employed as a timekeeper for
L.V

one of the largest coal compan~s in he st te, then Gaalite Co 1 & COKe

Comrany; this I nink was in 1902; in 1908 be w&s made Superintendent of thr

Comrany &nd bought stock in the mine; on account of the death of one of the

largest stockholders he ~as abls to obtain additional stock, which mt-de his

inter st the controlling one in the company; then later he purchased the o'ther

interests making him sole owner oj' tb.is large comp...ny. The coal business Wb.S

then one of the best and most substantial incomss in the industrial world; the

company progressed with tb.e times and when it w£.S necessary to mins better

coal for market he installed the neoessary machinery; then along carne ths coal

wasb.er--a coal washer is a large bUilding housing machinery and equip,ment

for wb.shing tbe coal and Iso for grading it according to the orders

received, such as fancy lump, lump, egg, nut and run a mine, stc; this wee

huge expenditure and I can rsmember my mother saying, "do you really think

it 111 p...y for itself?" 0 yes, there is no doubt about it, \'LS my f,ther'e

reply. ~ th thiS ~~sher electricity WfS inatalled in the mine "nd coel

cut ting machines taking 'the place of mules nd w gons; thi s left bout sixteen

thouse.nd dollars worth of mules, w~gons nd s uipment on hand tt t could not

be used; later a buyer for tbis at eleven thousand d.ollars, five hundred cash

nd blanc on mortg ge; then the real d for the coal opert.tore came--during

the World W r and immediately there fter, my father incre&sed his output to

sell thousands of tons of co 1 each day at a very fancy price, this "es kept

I1p for sometime and a very nice income ccumulated, making my fs-ther rich
•
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He expanded ocording to the timcs and spent consider ble sume for luxuries

and also necessities es everythicg w~s high; my oldest sister was going to

school and also ttending Bi nningham Conservatory of MlllJic ;tJlX]l and after

she finisned nigh scnoel she w!:.s sent to the Boston Conservatory of Mllsic whl re

sne gnCl.uated; there were five otner children in tne family at this time !:.nd

when we grew older our c reers were being planned for 1lS; I ~ s to go to

College and make a teacner, thia we-s 11 I could hear Ollt of my parents bllt

it wl:.s my contention from a very small chilCl. that I wanted to work in ll.n office;

t en the fical showing came--in 1927 when I finished high school, against the

bitterest opposition, I entereCl. bll9iness college in Birmingham; m father

woulCl. say, I want 011 and H ppy, wno Wus my sister JllSt younger than I, to go

to college, t her. if yOIl st ill want to be a Secretl:.ry in 60n office, 011 can

as 011 will be older d able to decide for yourself. In December 1927, I was

employeCl. as Secretury to Chas. R. Wiggins, one of Alabama's leading attorneys,

in Jasper, .. labtms. The coal bllsiness wus beginning to slump anCl. the coal

miners were csusing lots of worry anCl. expense ith their continuous strikes;

tnen one morning about tnree o'clock we were wilted by a friend who told my

father tnat his coal wasner anCl. entire mine nad been blown Ill' with dynamite

by the striking miners, this waS Jll9t too milch for my fs.ther to stllllCl. as it

was his entire life's work gone into "dams--with this followeCl. our dis!.ster

everything we nad wes turned into money, inolllCl.ing insllrance polioies being

surrendereCl., stocks end even a mortgage put on ollr new home and s. farm which

we owced, to try to replaoe the loss and start operation of the mine onoe Ilgain;

finally a portion of the mine ~ s reopeneCl., however the coal W8.saer ana. grEoCl.er

was a total loss anCl. oould not be IlseCl., this of course is the most essential

part in governing the coal prices, so my father h&d to sell the ooal for what

he COlllCl. get for it, not making a Cl.ecent living for his f mil ,which t this

time includeCl. eignt children; tnen while I was fast at work in my office, where
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I was so happy, oame II. long 4istance call from one of our dearest friends,

telling me that m father hE.d been striken with part.lysis while driving his
This was in October 1928;

oar to work) The nervollS strain was JllSt too much for him to stand and he

had to surrender; this left his entire right side parlllyzed and he lay in a

dying condition for about three months; finally after good nursing and excellent

doctorsftreatment, he was able to be placed in .. rolling chair, but left an

invalid for life; my oldest sister had married a very~lthy Bostonian and

I was tne onl member of the l' ly at work. With my meager one hundred

•

dollars a month, I took the burden of the family on my hands; I went to our

mortgagee, who happened to be a very close friend and ask that I be allowed to

pay the SWll of $30. per month on the three tho llSand dollar mortgage; I was

boarding in Jasper before this disaster, ut started ridi g the bus tO~d

from my home to work so I could cut out my board bill; then in • month or two,

two more of my sisters married, one a day or two after finishing high school
•

and the other not having finished; th.scut the minor children in the family

to three. Times were getting harder and the depression was coming on, but

good luck came our way and we h d an offer tee se 1 the farm lands included

in the ~ortgage for $1,500.00, which was a much

worth, but which was at that time, a life-s ver

than the farm •. &8

the permission of the

mortgagee being granted to sell, we paid the purchase price on the mortgage

indebtedness, outting the indebtedness, including the monthly pa 'IIle"tsI had

made, to a very nominal sum; then when all my friends in ths business world

l1lld associatss were getting salery cuts from ten to fort2 dollars at II whack,

I was .etting _fIoli raises, this of course wes because I had a wond&rful
•

and most understanding employer; then the Government enacted the Home Owners'

Loan Corporation Law and my employer w&s appointed as Attorney for the entire

County of Walker and I was appointed as his assistant snd with this came a

very nice raise in salary and also enabled me to charge for my Rotary public
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work, which s necessary in olosing a loan as the mortgage had to be

notarized and sometimes several ott.er papers had to be notarized in order to

perfect a title before the final closing of a loan. This Botary work alone

amounted to approximately $30.00 per month, whioh w~s extr money for me. I

think this Wl>e proof that tho se who are not self ish and try to help othe rs

ars rewsrded. For about three 3ears I acted as Secretary to Woods ost No.9

American Legion free because they were not able to pay a secretary; then
•

another act of God: a resolution was passed to pay me $15.00 per month for

my services as secrettu'y--this "as Without my knowledge and es one of the

gr dest surprises I have ever received as I as beginning to see my way cle r

• out of m financial troubles l>nd this amount WhS a big help to me as tnat was

the exact amollnt I had to pay for bus fare between my home and work; this made

my income, not including my Not&J:'y work, 165.00 per month; all this time my

parents colld not adJllSt themselves to their financial tro -bles, but worried

all the time, making it doubly hard on me to have to hear their troubles. our

doctor bills were very reasonable for ths services rendered wers not only

professional, but friendly as one of our doctors wolld always give a nice little

stiff t lk to my father about his worr;;ing bnd how to keep up his spirit and

forget the past abd live for the future. /jcw along came =0 her asset to me,

I wa.s an:ointed as Ger:e ral Guardian of
b the Prob te Judge of Walker COllnty,

l.lker
u.d it

Co llnt y; tr.iS " point",er.t
suite n honor to be

Vl\i.S made
se.ected

as I w~s the first Geuer,,: Guardian ttlht h d ever been appointe ir. te history

of 'a:ker COllnt. This ppoint.... l.t B 1.....de on account of my knO\71edge of the

Guardi nship laws and the h~dling of the vsterbI:s'cases through the AIDeric~

Legion work that I did. For trds compens tion I \',as paid a perceLltags of ths

receipts and disbursemer.ts in ebcn Olo8S; then t e Unitdd St tes veter6Ls'

Adminis':.r tion had me ppointed as their Gu[rdian in .alker COULt u.d I

heJ:d "d hllndrsds of ca e for t hem and the Count'. en bling me to huve a nice
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income on the side. I!tm prOUd of the ark I h ve been !ible to do for the

veterans and their dependents and also for the widows and orphans of the

ve"erans and for thi work I was chosen as n Honorary Member of the

>WI,ericen Leeion t the N!ition 1 Convention held in i!ishington in 1935. Thia

"ark, to~e"ther ith other honor ry Jobs I held kept me busy all the time, but

lifter office hours I never allowed myself to stop--but for recreation I
•

attended picture shows, dances at the Club, foot ball ge.mes and parties and

any o"ther sports thlit clime along. I was often told by one of our le~ding

physicians in J sper, th!it I oould not Iteep up all that work and hfold my
rr-...

health, but as said before "lfhen you work for love ones and for
Jl

congenial p~ople and get so much pleasure out of helping others aod make

your work as pleasant as play, God will take care of you". So He did. kll

I this work did not keep me from thinking of my frie~~ one especially ~d

finally after seven yeLrs. we mirried in July 1937, turn~ my business
:II

affairs, including my Secretarial position over to a first cousin who had

just finished college. My family was in fairly good fine.nci 1 shape then and

h~ d no debts to wo rry them. oldest brothe r wus working end now my baby

Lbro"ther has finished high school and my husband is sending him to college.

I paid t e mor"tgage off our home in full in 1936 lind presehted it to my

parents on other's Day. They were so happy as they seem to love their

home more since their disast r then before; new furniture, including a hot

Point stove, Water he~ter and General lectrio Re~garator wes installed

the Sbme day. My ouogest sister bei through high school, I obtained Job

for her in the Unemployment office at JLsper and she worked for several

months and married lind her husband will complete his pharmaoheutical course

this year at Howard College. Through our friendship

we .ere cble to get compensation for my fbther, b'

Bankhead

the

Spanish ....merioen lar. This wes not obtained until sometime in 1936, after

my fin60cial struggle wes p~otically over, however, it W60s a re"l blessing.
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lly oldest sister, mo thought it such a disgrace to be poor hnd who tried

so hard to keep our misfortune from her husband, never donated a penny to

ward the support of her parents nor did she even offer to help on the

incebted~ess, however her musioal education cost approximately five thousand

dollars and my business educb.tion cost approximately two hundred dollars. Had

I not acted on my own impulSe and entered oollege insteLd of a business

college, I would have been just ae helpless as to earning a livelihood when

my father'S health w~s imphired ~s men I finished high sohool. My courhge

never died, I realized all the ime th t I was still young and eLjo."ed my

friends, belonged to severu. ClUbS, including the Musgrove Country Club,

",".ioh initiation fee c.r.d dues were av" ro.ed to me for acting as Secretary of

•

I

the Club ovar a period of
Tre"surer of the Alllerican

six
Red

yeL.rs,~
Cross Ch pter in

I also
WalKer

acted
County

as Secretary and
for two years,

~

which was just part of m duty toward charity. Our famil;y; h&.d to

be kept up hnd s.fter Daddy's fins.ncial and phySioal troubles I hL.d to carry

on. .e kept up our aoti v1ties which included leaders in the st. Mark's

Episcopal Church; however my mother dropped all her Club work, except the
'tPT.l and Guild; my father was incapaciated until his ..sonic, Grotto" d
r.

Shrine work~ be dropped. My younger sisters and brothers were not

d of any of their sooial life ae I strained a point to give them

ae much as I h d at their &ges. .Jter lUl this career, I am

now a "Globe .rotter" my husband being a Superintendent for a coustruction

Comp&ny. We are now living in prattVille, Autaugs County, labs.m, ~here we

are building the new University Highw~y through that county. Our home in

Oak~an is well kept; the yards have been selected by a Culture Club for the

p~et three yeLre as being the best kept and hhving more bloomifig flo~ers than

any other in to ; the house is eituated on a ls.rge parcel of ground

conhining hbout ten or t elve lots !;.nd to the left of t he house is a small

hill v.hich hee been cut down to ma....e a beautiful eunken garden; the lawn
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furniture was moteled by Gertrude Brooks Milford, our sUbject, and consiets

of a half circle seat with three sections, which she says is a chair for

all the "Brooks Sisters", then a very oozy "love se t" just bt.rely room

for two--for her brothers. It seems that the two boys have alw ys been very

olose and dear to eaoh other and she says ahs wants them to stay that way by

sitting close together in their gpecially modeled seat. She $.lls this one

on her old~ st brother--he and his girl friand, having been sweethearts since

their ertry into gramoar school, had quarreled, the younger brother having

known of the qw;rrel called upon the girl and w s Sitting on the div6i1 With

her when the older brother entered and he immediately said: Bud you mi/,1lt

as well be going as I have a date tonight. This making his brother jealous

he left without a word and after this the younger boy could never find out
•

..J
anything more about his brothers love affairs. But they have rem ined close

to e~ch otaer, even though one is now working in Birmingham and one in

The only members of the family now remaining at home are th·e parents ..nd they

look forward to e~ch holiday or occasion when their children gather in. They
..

•
still keep all the beds up and in readiness as if their eight children were

at home and say this is done so they will be expecting them home to use their

beds.

Interview of Gertrude Jlrooks ilford Dec. 5th, 1939.
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LIFE HISTORY OF GEORGE MALCOLM nOR

lltallga COWlty, 111..

DEC 19 \9~9

Born at Milton, Alltallga COllnty, Alab.~a, on April 17, 1882, was a shy ~ittle

boy, who as he grew IIp tlad more ttlan tli s snare of ambition. George attended

pllblic school in Alltallga COllnty and lster at Marion Institllte, Marion,

Alabama. Then detLrmined to be a doctor, tle was sent to Atlanta College of

Physicians and Sllrgeons, which is now Emory University, and was gradlle.ted

am licensed to practice in 1905. Dr. Tll¥lor, realizing ttlat hs couJ.d do

so milch good in a small town and in the c ollnty whe re he was so well known,

settled at Bllrnsville, near lltallgaville, ~labama, in the year 19 5 and

practiced his profession in that town and sllrrollnding commWlity llntil the

year 1912. In ttle eantime he married Mics Ellie Harris of Oak Hill, in

Wilcox COllLt ,Alabama. In February 1912 he moved tlis family to prattVille,

Alltallga COWlty, 1.16. ba ,and establistled practice ttlat has cont 10lled to

grow since that date. In May 1931, Dr. Taylor accepted a position as Chief

Sllrgeon and Ptlysician for ttle State of Alabama and was in chargs of ttle

convicts; in 1935 he r.tllrned to his private practice in prattville. Dr.

T~'lor said: "Knowing the great need of Il Clinio or small hospital in

Prattville to take care of the great nllIDber of cases who needed tlospital
I my

care, 10 1934,-&8 started mmm Clinic in a very small dwelling wtlich" I

converted into tw6-room hospital service for patients and a operut 10g

• room, treating room and alloffies." Ie have all watched this little

clinic grow and watched ttle care and protection given the poor as same as

the rich and now Dr. B¥lor has made additions to ttle same little C inic

Wltil it consists of twenty bed accomodation, colored ward, two treatffient

rooms, two large offices, a complete X-RB¥ and theropy treat,.lent room,

very modern operating room, diet kitctlen and adeqllate Sll p Y room. There

is a hOllse physician on dllty r.t all times and a staff of seven nllrses.

Located immediately behind the hospiUll is a very nice nllrses' home which

is comfortr.bly fllrnished and very conveniently located. Dr. Tll¥lor s ys:

"dllring the ,ears of ttle so-ca led Drpression my institlltion has continlled
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to grow and prosper.""Countless oharity ctses have been handled by me

without any outeide ~ finenoi 1 help wr.atsoever and hundreds of

tonsilictomies snd othe r minor operations nave been performed in 00-

operation with the

liIallJi of the p u.blio

epartmsnt of Public Welfare at lese tnan actual cost;"
activi ties

health 1s4~~ have been given .-x. at the Clinic

due to the inadequaay of the looal un! t aIJd the lack of facilities to

handle c_ses. This Clinio hKs too reputation of accepting every c e E.nd

never refusing SLy emergenoy oase or a oase where the suffering is severe
whether
....11I11 taey are able to pay t eir bill or not and for this distinotion an

the v-eat .,rk Dr. l'aylor done in t .is countji and the adJoinin o

counties, this pr. ttville Clinio stands emori"l to pr ttville and

also has the distinotion of beiIi£ the first nd onl- hospital in this

Count. Dr. e.nd rs. T~lor h ve one son, Georbe Malcolm Taylor, Jr. He

wes eduoated at the University of lahama and is now practicing Law in

prattville, is m rried and has one ohild. Dr. and Vrs. Taylor reside in

a well oonstruoted house on the same lot wit h the Clinic and the grounds

and shrubbery on the grounds are beau iful and well kept. The Clinio is

100 ted one blook from the Prattvills postoffioe and on the s me street;

The outside activities of Dr. T lor ars Civic Clubs end his interest in

the administration of our oity and ~vernment ff irs aud his hob

Horse-back ridiug. You cen look up most y Sunday afternoon and ee

Dr. Taylor ridiug his be utiful s d~e horse. IiIrs. T lor is msmber of

the U,D'C. erA takes active p rt in Chu ch and Club work. She is
•

srfectly

composed woman--onoe you. see her ou will always remember her end shs

dresses vsr moae t sud nics; Dr. a lor is a doctor who you oan look at d

tell he ie a doctor "stout, ersct and wetrs glasses, reaking him look 1 the

more profession • He ears dark clothes most all the time tor street wear

m king him look so much nehter and dignified. Their interests h&.ve not been

rearred by the depression 2.S during the real slump, Dr, T ylor .. ss s laried

man With the Sh.te and was able to savs some money; prior to ths dspression
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•Dr. Tankersley started his medical

Lite History of Dr. and Mrs.

L .in~ston. Mury E.

I
I

Upon entering the Tankersley home for this interview I found

crepe myrtle trees in front of the house. AS yOIl enter the enti re

front of the hOllse welcomes yOIl as a living room which extends entirely

ohildren and grand ohildren.

,
across the front of the Ilollse, when open; one side of the living room

is Ilsed for a mllsic room and is fllrnished bealltiflllly and the right

hand side is s reglllar sitting room with dozens of bealltiflll lamps,

chairs which make yOIl so ooafortable and all living room fllrn1tllre

in a1tiqlle fashion. The cozy and comfortable place is fllrther

carried ollt by the wr.rm hospitality yOIl receive by the Tankersley

family. Dr. and Mrs. Tankersley both come from trlle arist~cratio

families an~ the trr.dition still remains in them as well as their

from Allta~ville, Dr. and Mrs. Tankersley moved to Prattville.

practice in a small mining town many yer.rs ago and after reaching a

very ~Ilbstantial and profitable pr~ctics he married bealltiflll

Iliss ?,1,M.t'!_~of~. They later

moved to Alltau.gaville where Dr. Tankersley hed a very nice office

and a grand medical fo~lowing. Alltallgaville at that time was a

very thriving town with several cotton gins and other indllStries

and Dr. Tankersley w~s the only physician there. Hl>.ving a very gocd

offer made him to come to PrE.ttville, which 18 abollt thirteen miles

or. and Mrs. Tankersley, )Irs. Belda Mllrphree, .... a dau.ghter and

;per two small children. The Tankersley homs is a large two story

white house sitll8ted on the oorner of the block and faces two

streets. It is a piotllresqlle place, the grounds being kept

bealltiflllly and a be8llt1f1ll nower garden in the baok yard r.nd running

blooming Tines allover the fence sllrrollnding the homs and bealltiflll

'''7' .•
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Nslda and Howard started out in theircitizens of Autauga county.

.
YOllngest being Annie Ree. The ohildren were eduoated in the sohools

pf Prattville and Zelda and Nelda attended he University of

Alabam&. Zel~qu1pped hsrself as a High School teacher and has

been teaching in the Gurlersville High School for approximately eight

years. Nelda, after attending the University two years, being ao

much in love with one of our own dear PrattVille boys, quit school

and married Howard Murphree, whoae family is smoung the leading

Th s w~s about twenty years ago. Dr. and Mrs. TanE rsley are the

parents of three daughters; the eldsst zelda, then Nelda and the

little love nest in Prattville and have s very comfortable living, in

spite of the fact that their expenses have been heavy. They married

during the heigbth of the depression and a darling daughter, .4nne

was born; Anne is now three years old and has a beautiful little

"Pug-nosed" baby brother, James Tankersley Murphree, two months old.

A=ie Ree, the YOllngest of the Tankersley children finished college

in June of this year (1939) and is now employed as Secretary in an

attorney's office in Prattville. The Tm.ILersley family stand very

high is Prattville and Autauga County; they are lesders in the

Church of Christ activities in Prattville; belong to several civic

clubs end ~rs. Tankersley and daughtere are real bridge pl~ers.

In all charity worle Mrs. Tankersley and "'r. Tancersley are always

numbs red among the leaders.

Having bou_ht their beaut i!ul home in Pn,ttville and eductlted thsir

ohildren and other expenses incurred, the n>.mily was still in good

financial shape; their income being a substantisl and steady one-

then the ueual business trsnd--pat1ents not able to pay for medical

services--both banks in Prattville went broke with m08t of our life's

Li~ingston, Mary E•
•
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s vings and then the general masses ot people were llnable to pay

debte and on aoOOllnt ot ~heir los see beoame oarelese and inditferent

toward their own obligations--tben the depression perteoted that

despioable oharaoter--the deadbeat, into ~gion making obsolete trllth

and honor and the ability within ones selt to rise. Dr. and Mrs.

Tankersley, wilen aelted it they intended ohanging their plans or

Ooollp6.tion eaid: "We are too old to ohange Ollr OOOllpi 10 ion now,

but we are trll8ting that the oursed desire tor gold, and what it oan

bU3, oOllpled with man's inhllmanity to man, 1lbioh i. my deoision oall8ed

the depression, will sllbside and our people will see the light and

realize what they are ooming to." The only oure .or the depression

said Dr. TanJ<ersley is: "honest labor--honestly done with adequate
•

"muneration instilled by righteous tear of God born ot HiB simple

truths stript naked of mana wise emoluments",

In Dr. Tar.kerslay's tamily and also Mrs. Tankersley's, most all ot

the anoestors are professional people. there being dootors. l ...ers,

preaohers, te6.ohers and oardinale and om ot their ambitions hb.ll

always been eduoation. ".A.n.n1e Ree 41 d not get to attend the Un!versi ty

as the other girls 41d ae we have lost so much money aDd assets dllring

the depression that .e h&d to send her to a denominational sol:1001 tor

a two year oourse in Seoretarial work and we noVi teel that the children

are all eelt supporting and we will have a oomfortable living in our

old age".
•

The T&..kersleys are all well groomed--Dr. Tamersley is Vir y
•

•

thin, tall and ereot; Mrs. Tankersley is very nioe looking and has the

best ot teats is her d:l,'llss and ot oourse the Tamerelay girls are all
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Life History of Judge C. E. Thomas

Born February 11th 1869, in the midst of the Reconstruction period, when

the Sunny South lay in the wake of the Civil War, carpet-bagism sad political

bonds. C. E. Thomas was reared on a farm which waa almost in the shadow of

the Capitol at Montgomery and was married to Augusta Pratt of Prattville in

the year 1896. When asked about his education Judge Thomas said, "With mere

ly the rudiments of an education, accistomed to hardihood and domestic econo-
•

my, and cherishing laudable aspirations, I pursued life's walks, putting forth

every honorable endeavor to span not only my own personal career, but the ho

rizon of my beloved Southland with the rainbow of hope,and from several points
•

of vie.. , some degree of success attended my feeble endeavors." The Judge has

not only been a very successful business man but has been a political leader

in the south, and has had many appointments under the Governors of this state

and also United States Representatives and Senators have recognized his po

litical aspirations. And he has acted as adviser in the political world to

many Congressmen, Senators and Governors and he has also the distinction of

being President of one of the leading banks in Prattville and has good com

mon judgme~t and the way he applies himself is known throughout the state.

In January 1929, Judge Thomas was one of the largest holders in several

representative institutions and was very prominent in financial,~litical,

social, fraternal and religious circles and as he said, "I was then consult

in the making and breaking of men, and sat about the festal boards with out

standing monetary commissions." During that year, the winds of adversity-the

unprecedented depression, with it's frenzied finances,tsousands of bank fail

ures, agricultural, commercial and manufacturing collapses swept over this

fair land and and literally engulfed millions of heretofore master builders

of the natioD. And it was in this storm that the compency which had been

created in Judge Thomas, his multiplicity of interests, were completely
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devastated. He said, "I was left penniless, with a vault of books of open

accounts and notes payable. "Having spanned several decades, and beyond the

bounds of today for all practical purposes, Judge Thomas is very unfortunate-

ly situated and says,"I must spend my decliping years simply abiding my call

to the grave." And then added, "however with confidence in our administration

leadership, I believe that the mercury is gradually rising in our great finan

cial thermometer." Judge Thomas' home is located about tll!:ee blocks from the

Prattville-Selma Highway, and about eight blocks froa the Post Office in Pratt

ville, and sits on a large hill; the home is of Colonial type, made of concrete

and looks very much like marble; it is a very spacious place with ten rooms

beautifully furnished. The barn and stable is a quaint looking place, being a

two story building, as is the home. It is made of the same material, located

on the same land line and facing the same street and it has numerous doors

opening into the different stalls, which makes an individual stable for each

cow, horse or whatever stock he should happen to have and there ~s a porch a

round the entire upper story which attracts the attention of all who see it;

the lands surrounding the home consists of about six acres and are under fence

and completely encircled by a winding road which is traveled daily by hundreds

of sight-seeing people and the deer of four different kind, goats, ducks, chick

ens, turkeys, peafowls and peacocks and even fish are there to greet you ana the

bird baths, which are placed at numerous intervals, are always being used by

birds when you appear to look the estate over, which place has been known

out the state of Alabama and a portion of the South for about twelve or fif

teen years; however the house and land are badly in need of repairs and the

place has gone down very fast and especially since our flood in August of this

year (1939), when the hill where the houses are located was completely sur.'oung.

ed by water which caused the sandy land to wash and cave in, damaging this
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property several thousand dollars. Judge Thomas is one of the bravest

men I know, having made his fortune and then losing it almost over night;

his children are married and living in other cities; he is still living

and hoping for a better day; he is completely white-headed but carries

himself so erect that you would not think he was over fifty, yet he has

years to add to that; he still retains the old family car and his chauf

feur and most every Sunday you can see him sitting in his pew at the Meth

odist Church in Prattville, Alabama. Judge Thomas always has a word for

everybody he meets and his friends are numerous and having married into

one of the most d stinguished families of the South he also enjoys the

cooperation and love of all the Pratt family and their descendants.

Interview of Judge C. E. Thomas, Prattville, Ala.

Judge Thomas' children

Pratt Thomas, lives in New York City, N. Y.

Mrs. Johnson (Emma Julia) lives in Selma, Ala.

~s. Lanier (Augusta) lives in Mobile, Ala.

Judge Thomas married a few weeks since, Mis&. ~ary Caruthers, at the home

of her Aunt ~s. R. L. Faucett, Prattville, Alabama.

12/13/39.
V.W.
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Life History of Mrs. Don Wilkinson

Born in Veles, ~ ..ss&.doni under the Turkish Ru e. It WbS

during hs World I' when this beautiful little black head. brown eyed

dbrk complexioned girl waS left n orpt~n by the miserable war; she ~s

~laced in the War Orph nage. havi" no other mebr~ of support as her

nearest of kin had been stricken out and that w s the only home ft;

ttde h~preLed at the age of t elve aLd of course, beir.gold e"ough to

realize the sorrow she had gofie through aLd knowing tn~t her p~eLts

had died such horrible deaths, Don went to tne orphan ge ib maAe the

best of life. but this did no t take U,e sorrow and grief from her as she

llS tt,e entire time and could not seem to realize Just why this had

to happen to r,er family; On OLe of the visi ting days iii very good, kind

he.. rted .,an was amoLg the visitors, Don said: "Mr. oeoree Waller,

Consul to Athens Greese WloS going around lookir.g at all the Children,

the bUildir,.:s ar.d e\l.uipment erJi makir,g a gel.er"l survey of the entire

4ituatioL. hOd when he came to me. I was sbd looking aLd he said oe

.ss attracted by my d~inty face, but et suoh sad exprsssion made him

so sorr,v for me that he decided to adopt me". This was my ht. oY dby--

III'. aller, ose Gome was in oLtgOmer:r county near Montgo er~, ,.lab _ •

aent ce to the dear old ni ed states to live .i th his mother aI.d thUr

fb.llllly a OLe of their f .il J In the a 1 I' ho e Don 'Or. tr t1t d as

OLe of tt.e cr.ildren, t.er edop ed moti,er not e 0 inl;" "-1,y differer.ce in

the 0 • er c 114re e.nd Don; he oved the .. tire f ... o~. :>s i
•

th Y \er

her" n ;eorle an1 .,e I' _l1zed thbt ..e c.ua t rlUi.. = 0 ;,ortu.;.i • of

bS 0 m of t le litt e gIl'''' et 111 i.

the OppOIlol" ge r.d lIQuld not hevs the educ tion u.r.d other lUl'urie of

life th t _..e . s getting; sns atter.ded school il' OLtgO. er; wit 0 tr.e

other 'i~ leI' coil ren &.I.d graduated
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Sidney L nier High School in ontgomer.. It waS he plans of her ..darted

r rent to ser.d ~.er to colle;,e; however, Don teing 1n love with £. vsry

nice ;icung boy, soe decided to m"rI'j, whicn she did two weeks ilfter

gredu tir,g from hi h schooL This of co urse, w(:s ~inst the wishes of

her de&r r rents us the3 h d " nted so much to give this child" collebe

educr.tlon, uut yo llng m~n who 15 the SO" of the Proo te JUdge

Count •• b• • ... £1 u.:n • sna had shown them t~wt Sr.e v.ar.ted to live up

to their e ~d rd of living and thinking and e u&liz tion. Jack ilkin~on,

the husb~d had a very good Job ~e" he nd Don were m rried and they

remained in on gomery for alma!!: year after their marriage ~d Jack

o e ined n Job with Birmingh&m Cast Iron Pipe Comr n:; end the3 lived in

Binni~r,2m for four years am t en were tr nsferred to Fennsylvani ; tnen

to ~".!I.Ulla Boeton, the depression was then eetting at its peak,

rent and food w s ver~ high in Boston r,d s laries beir.g cut; oeautiflll

b by gir r.&vir.g beer. barr. into this f&mll m_de it 1 tae more h&rd to

meet the h~Lh coets and low sa ar , ar.d fin 1 the cr~sh c&me, J~c~ w~s

eut e_tirel off ~d r.en e st&rted out looking for Job, eoir.g from

place to pl ce and faeir..g the ::.me eituation el-eh time, n e re cuttir.g

off, not hiring", ur.til our mane gave out, then fihhl ~ lar.ding back in

prLttville, ~ut ugr. Cour,ty, J"ck obtl<illed a little Job which liS a b re

liviLg, Just enoue;h to keep sale and body toeether hnd friende--"Well if

it had r.ot h ve been for our derJ' friends ULd aeighbors ar.e! our little

gerden, "15 woule. h~ve peri hed". J~ek n d gone tt,rou eo much nervous

st r 1n ar.d mentel wo rry e.bout our finl-hC i 1 cor,di tion l<Ld no t knOWing nere
•

the next meal would come from (tnis before e had gotten be.clt to Frattville.

In
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/3. Life History 0 f Mrs. Don I':1lJCinson

that he colla ed bLd ~ s placed in st£.te Institution here he '~s

kept for si~ monthS, my bab- girl u onl two and OLe half mOLths o~d

at thst time and it we necessar for me to eet out and try 0 get

employm nt; when t.aLing for emplo ment at the differeLt storea in

Itontgomery the remarJ( would be "L dy you are not able to work, you s~.ould

be a home" I rec.liz;ed that my rhysical cOI.dition as very e:rave, but m)'

getting job .,t S the sole melins of brend am <:;ilk for my babies e.nd

finally I got a job as sales lady at one of the dernrtr.lent stores in

Montl!Omery·. "A very dear friend took cere of babies during the d ,

I came in from Monteomery and my work at night, about thirteen miles lrOm

prattville, aud prepared tue bottles and food for my chiUiren for the ne t

day nd e6.r y in the morning before leliving for \lork, I Vlould tEl<. e my

children to this deer friend Viho would tlJce c re 01' tnem durir'b tne day."

If it had not nave been for the J(indness of this noman, rs. Turk in

Prattv1lle, Don could not have held her job nd kert the wolf from tae

door. "I id nut sleep very much durin6 that time, after prep ring the

food for my chIldren Uld then doing the laundry and other necess ry work,

I ould get to oed around mld-nl~ht, then the mental picture of my de

husb d would ppear before e, and I could not sleep." J ck hS released

fter his nervous condition had ub-sided and S It. 10Vie to come home.

He obt ined ~ob traveling but dl d no t mue good and f !nally ..~s gi ven

emplo ment by he State High•. :: Department and it as H.en that this little

family wae brought beck into union; Don uit her job end fter ver~
•

serious spell of sickness is no" looking good am it is marvelous how U.is

little family is getting a ck into normal life.

hOUlle hio~ ie very hard
•to m~e attr ctive, but

'he. live in an old

J ck and Don bot h work

hard to lee ep the rremises nice looking lind the interIor IS In f ...ir n pe
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and they hhve planted shrubbery ~round the house ",nd ~eep the lawn mowed;

Jaok "eeps his ittle garden in good shape and t ..is past Swnmer they have

had rlelOty of veget",bles to furnish their table. Dianna, the bl1b girl

is now a proximately eighteen months old; ;~ckie the oldest girl is about

fourteen "nd the f"'mily, through &.11 their troubles s.nd tribulations, h&.ve

kept up heir church .ork and Stl\> to it th&.t the cuildren were in Sunc.&.y

School, the neighborS havi~ t~en the onildren to Sund y School e&.ch

Sund l.en the ,other was so tired and worn thbt she could not i'ttend.

They bre members of the ethodi t Church in Prattville WId this p"st

S\lffim~r J&ckie whS se¢leoted to attend & C P for the ,e.thodiat children,

where she spent two wee~S. Don was still as meek and refined as ahe WbS

hen first Mr. laller ahW her, she kept her troubles from her adopted

f&Jlllly lilld it W!IoS not until Jack collapsed that they J<ne.. of her fin nci 1
•

troubles hr.d t en Cb:Jle to her assistanoe ",nd later obtf.inillg the Job thht

Jack now holds from the state; this was

adopted brvtber of Don's, whO no~~t!lote

done through Mr. Luther Wier,

Senator. Jack end Don re living

s cbei'jl as possible s.nd are paying obli£atio~ baok just aa fast as

possible and the er.tire community loves Don as sha is still the seme little

good word bnd kind thought•del ..cate, dainty, s d looking rerson and has

for everybody. Don is practically grey hetlded, ve~' thin, but wears

her clothes beautifully, always looks

her outlook on life is very much

nice even thoueh in cneap outfit,

and she can now see thi't their
-

lives will be brighter tlnd her whole life is to striv~ to educate her

children Lnd maKe a home thht tue will be proud to live in hnd to briLg

their friends into. Jack looks the picture of health, a good looJ<ing black

he&.ded, ~eyed man, weighing prroxi t.' me ely'180 pounds and looks very
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