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Life history of Mrs, Stella Alexandeql Prattville, Alebama,

Having been reared &s one of the wealthiest families in

Dalles County, Stella came up with luxuries and plenty; she wés the

daughter of%rglm:&»ﬂfTﬂﬂﬁj who wes reputed to be among the wealthiest

fermers in this section of the State., She married early in life %o

of Autauga County, alsa., ‘
Eiﬂbdi 7¥). Alexander,/who wes 8lso a very prosperous farmer; before

the depression Stells and her husband lived on their plantation and

in connection with this large plantation they operated & dairy, which

was stocked with large heards of Jersey cows; they had five children,

consisting of three boys and two girlsy after the children become

school age, Stelle and family moved to town to educate their children;

after a few years the oldest boy was sent to Gulfport, Mississippi

to school, the other children in Prattville schools; the activities

of this family were rated as leaders in their town, good church workers,

8ll of the family being members of the Methodist church in Prattville;

the income was very substantial to take care of the luxuries and needs
of the family, and they lived in one of the nicest houses in town,
naving bought 1t during the high costs after the wear between the States;
the anesstors on both sides of this family were very influential

people; the children were practically through high school when the
depression came; 1t was then necessary to move back to the farm, the
farm procducts, including cotton, corn and various other produce, having
gone down in price until the farm was not paying for itself; stocks,
bonds and other securities held by the Alexander family dropped &nd were
worthless; the dairy products were 80 low in price that they could not
afford to feed the cows for the profits made; all of this did not make
this christain femily lose their faith in God, but they packed up and

moved back to the farm, teking the little money left and restocking \

the dairy with more thorough-bred Jjersey cows end putting every effort
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forth to come out of the depression; the oldest boy had married and

the other two boys, the two girls and mother and father tried hard

to meke & comforteble living, when their plans were changed by the
misfortune of the husband, W 77). Alexander falling from the

barn loft and bresking his hip; he wes brought immediately to the
Prattville Hospital where he stayed for several weeks and finally

was removed to another hospital for an operation, dying the following
day; Stella took every cent of céash and other securities and paid

the hospital bills and the burisl expense and then breaced up &nd tried
to make & going concern with the farm and dairy, taking up where the
hus band left off; it was & hard life, another son married and left

only the youngest son &nd the two girls at home; then becoming dis-
satisfied, the oldest girl, Martha married; it wés her plans to go

to college and she could not understand the misfortune of her parfemts
in not being eble to educate her, so she ran away from home and married,
living with her husband only two years, she returned to her mother

with a beby girl to be cared for; Stella sold the ferm and dairy and
moved back into Prattville in their home; gave the oldest girl, Martha
& beauty culture course, the younger son being able to secure & very
small Jjob from the government and then with good mansgement on Stella's
pert put the youngest girl in business college; the church activieies
of this family were kept up, the mother and children going to churech;
Martha opened up & Beauty Shop in Prattville; Nellie, on account of
the very influential family backing, obtained & Jjob in the State Highe
Way Office in Montgomery, where she was employed until the change in
administretion in Januery of this year; the younger boy, who was forced
to leave high school on account of helping support his mother and other
members of his family, returned to high school last year and if he is

éble to go this year will receive his diplome& from Prattville High

Scnool, Nellie is now working on NYA &t the High School lunch room,
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this of ecourse is & very smsll salary, but this femily having gone
through so much, Stella says that they ere more than gled to get the
amount of Twelve dollars per month that Nellie is making and wnoich 1is
prectically all the income this family has at this time, Martha having
remarried and does not contribute to the family support and the younger
boy helps on & dairy for & very moderate amount and board and is working
to the end of going to Aubmrn College when out of high school; the
mother, Stella Alexander is very hopeful of better days for her family
and keeps up her spirit and remains the same christaln woman in spite
of her misfortunes, but at times becomes very discouraged. puring

the flood in August of this year, the home of Stella Alexander and
femily was surrounded by water and demage wes done %o her property &nd
lots, but Stella's remarks were "We are so thankful that our home

did not wash away, that we really do not feel like we have been in the
flood", The outlooks &nd prospects for this femily at the present

do not look very bright, but Stella s&ys: we will go forward and our

financlal circumsténces will turn, if we keep trying.

(interfiew of Mrs. Stella Alexender, widow)
October 25th, 1939,
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Qur activities in The e nity have been extended to the
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Mary E. Livingston, Writer
Autauga County, Ala.

LIFE HISTCRY OF MRS. FRANKIE JOHNSON GANDY

It is with profound reverence that we bow before the shadows

of pioneer wives and Mothers. Their history and traditions are

sacred. Happily, life has its heroines today and future centuries
will honor them. The interview with Mrs. Frankie Gandy on yester=-
day was most touching-brave little frail person who is very stern
in all her dealings is more than most citizens. ©She is not only
the Kother of four children, but is now undertaking the responsi-
bility of their father. Mrs. Gandy was the daughter of Terrell
and Emma Johnson and was born in Prattville, Autauga County,
Alabama; received her education at the old Prattville Academy.

In the year of 1215 she was married to Francis Gandy. Francis

was engaged in the grocery business in Prattville and in addition
to her household duties Frankie was a very valued asset in his
business and with their continued generosity they were among the
leading business people here, and success was reached with such

a degree until it was amazing. Naturally with such a large busi-
ness a certain amount of credit had to be extended to friends and
those who were thought trust-worthy, and when discussing the de-
pression with lirs. Gandy she said, "I do not believe the people
really meant to mistreat us by neglecting their debts, but it

has put us on sufferance and my husband in his grave." In 1929
Mr. Gandy was forced to close his doors and walk out of his store
taking what he had left to be used by the family for their live-
lihood. He walked the streets, went far and near trying to ob-
tain employment but the answer was never satisfactory. The banks
were all then closed in Prattville and the very small amount left

was gone, Frankie said, "Francis would not give up-I was sick and




e
not able to help him very much, but we were at our rows end. No
food, very little clothing and finally obtained work on W.P.A.
This inspired Francis so that he tried to kill himself doing the
road work and resulted in a complete collapse. Then finally they
were able to open up a small hot-dog and hamberger stand and he
and Frankie both confined themselves right to their business and
made a fair success. Then Frankie was taken sick and a serious
operation was necessary to be performed on Christmas day 1936.
Francis continued to fight the winds of Adversity concentrating
all the energy of his being on the job, day and night until his
health declined in 1937. Frankie said, "I administered day and
night to Francis, doing everything within my power to make him
comfortable and prolong his life, but he left us on September
17, 1239." Now in widowhood, with a Mothers love and devoticn,
Frankie is putting forth every effort to educate her children,
who have been handicapped with their misfortune of poverty,
and the honorable and straight forward character that both
father and mother have, is being instilled in these children.
Once a nice comfortable home, now very much run down and badly
in need of repairs, is their humble place of abode. The house
is very dingy from the outside, needing a coat of paint very
badly and the walls inside are even worse. But the churches
and different christian organizations have been wonderful to
assist this family. They are members of the Methodist Church
and although the .other has not been able to continue her

interests in the church, she has sent the children and tried

to keep their spirits up. The oldest boy is now employed by a
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irug store here and also acte as usher at the picture show, making
enough to help out. 1t is a well known fact that some of the
citizens in Prattville riding around in automobiles and enjoy-
ing health and life are still owing the Gandy family for food
eaten long ago and who are responsible for the poverty and also
the death in this family. The two boys are nice loocking boys,
very neat and have shown their actual characters by their good
nice quiet behavior in this town. The girl has married and lives
in another town. One of the boys several years ago. The house of
this family is located one block from the court house and one half

block from the kethodist Church.

Interview of Mrs. Frankie Gandy.

12/19/39
V.l."ri
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and & very nice income accumulated, ing my fether rich
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He expanded &according to the times and spent considerable sums for luxuries

and salso necessities &s everytning w&s high; my oldest sister was going to
school &nd also &ttending Birmingham Conservatory of Music Xmx® and after

she finished high school she was sent to the Boston Conservatory of Music wke re
she greduated; there were five other caildren in the family at this time and

when we grew older our careers were being planned for us; I wé

w

t0o. go to

College and meke & teacher, this was &ll I could hear out of my parents but

it was my contention from & very small child that I wanted to work in an office;
then the final showing came--in 1927 wnen I finished hignh school, against the
bitterest opposition, entered & business college in Birmingham; my father

would say, I wént you and Happy, who was my sister Jjust younger than I, to go

to college, then if you still want to be & Secretary in an office,

L L3

you c&an

a8 you will be older &nd able to decide for yourself. In December 19237, I was
employed as Secretary to Chas. R. Wiggins, one of Alasbam&a's leading attorneys,
in Jesper, alebémé&, The co&l business was beginning to slump &nd the co&l
miners were cegusing lots of worry and expense with their continuvous strikes:
thén one morning esbout three o'clock we were weked by & friend who told my
fetner that his coal washer and entire mine had been blown up with dynamite

by the striking miners, this was Jjust too much for my fether to stand as it

was his entire life's work gone into Adems--with this followed our disaster—

everythning we had wes turped into money, including insurance policies being

1

urrendered, stocks and even & mortgage put on our new home and & farm which

we owned, to try to replasce the loss and start operation of the mine once &gain;
fipally & portion of the mine wés reopened, however the coal wesaner &and greder
wes & total loss and could not be used, this of course is the most essentisal
part in governing the coel prices, so my father hesd to sell the coal for whet

18

ne could get for it, not meking & decent living for his family, which at this

time included eight children; then while I was fast at work in my office, where
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I was so happy, came & long @istance cell from one of our dearest friends,
telling me that my father had been striken with paralysis wnile driving nis
This wes infﬁct:ber 1928; .

car to works The nervous stréin was just too much for him to stand and hne
had to surrender; this left his entire right side par&lyzed and ne lay in &
dying condition for &bout three months; finally eftier good nursing and excellent
doctors'trestment, he was &ble to be placed in & rolling chelir, but left an
invalid for life; my oldest sister hed married a verywaelitny Bostonian and
ber of the family at work. With my meager one hundred

] took the burden of the family on my hands; I went to our

L2

0
Q)
}_
!
1L
Ly |
L 1]
rl‘l
=
O
ey
*..
ct
0y
-

mortgagee, who happened to be & very close friend and ask thet I be allowed to
&y the sum of $30.,00 per month on the three thousand dollar mortgage; I wes
boarding in Jasper bDefore this disaster, but started riding the bus toé and

from my home T0 work so I could cut out my board bill; tThen in & monihn or two,

two more of my sisters married, one a day or two after finishing hign school

and the other not having finished; th¢scut the minor children in the family
0o fnr&&.{(TiLFS were getting harder end th

depression w&s coming on, but

(D

by

e L

good luck ‘came our way and we h&d &n offer t e Eeil the ferm lands included

in the fiortgage for $1,500.,00, which wes & mucﬂM than the farm was
> .
worth, but which was at tanat time, & life-~saver to us, the permission oI thne

mortgagee being granted to sell, we paid the purchase price on the mortgage

e

rt.

§

indebtedness, cutting the indebtedness, including the monthly paymeuts] hed
mede, to & very nominal sum; then when &ll1 my friends in the business world
and associates were getting s&leary cuts from ten to Iortg dollars &t & whack,
I wes getting sm&ll reises, this of course wes because I hed & wonderful

and most understanding employer; then the Government enacted the Home QOwners?
Loan Corporeation Law and my employer was appointed as Attorney for the entire
ounty of Welker end ]I wes appointed as his assistant end with this came a

Very nice ralise in salery and glso enabled me to cherge for my Notery Publiec
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e mortgege had TOo De

notarized and sometimes several other papers had To be notarized in order 10O
serfect & title before the final closing of & loan. This Notary work &lone
emounted to approximately $30.00 per month, which wes extré money for me. 1

141

ish gand try to help others

ere rewarded. For asbout three years I acted &s Secretary to Woods Fost NO.9

Ame rican Legion free because They were not eble to paey & secretlary; tnen

.

0 d : solution wes passed to pay me $15.00 per month lor

.
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1y Services &8 ° etary--this was without my knowledge and s one of tne

C
@
o
"

grandest surprises I have ever received &s I was beginning to see my way clear
out of my financiel troubles and this amount was & big help to me &s Tnal wa
the exset smount I had to pay for bus fare belween my nome and work; this made
my income, not ineluding my Notary work, 8165.00 per month; &ll tnis Time my
parents could not adjust themselves to tThelr finaneiel troubles, but worried

8ll the time melking it doubly herd on me to heve TO nheear their troubles. our
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income on the side. I &m proud of the work I have been &ble to 4o for the
veterans &1 their dependents &and &also for the widows and orpnens o1 tne

y TEABTE i ¥ o & +in 1e SEry Y IF I w o B C; 2= i 5 LI~ ~--\I‘| ;r' Van LE' ":,'p T‘IIF

1!'\. - ;-.-..S [ =R s vr L'-J-J-‘-— Wi 4 A e L-LHEIl ﬂs H-rl ‘_\..-I.l\-u L- }' ...'::u r o .J.. JL.I.E
Americen Legion at the Netionegl Convention held in Washington in 1950 This

gether with other nonorary Jobs I held keptl me busy all the Time, b
after office hours I never allowed myself to stop~-~but for recreation I

attended picture snows, dances at the Club, foot ball games and psarties and

any other sports that came along. I was often told by one of our leading
physiciens in Jesper, that I could not keep up &ll taat work and hgold mj
O™\
health, but as said before "When you work for love ones and for
A

congeniel prople and get so much plessure out of helping others and make
rour work &s pleasant &as play, God will take care of you", S0 He did. All

of my friends agd one especially and
f,j'-/""'-'ci‘ Ry A
"Tnallvy after seven ves w r rie niv g A | " 1 ny Msiness
21LC - 3 . 1 J
il E..l_h_ﬂ. .tr"‘. -..J v_.- _,LPS' |he mr l.~....-& ir&. J-\.-M.LJ lﬂa?h tJP—-M I.; L‘LL-I il ol il ‘_,-b

affairs, including my Secretarial position over to & first cousin wno had

3id not keep me from tninkin

—
=
bt

-y
-~

just finished college. My femily was in fairly good finsncieél shape then and
h&éd no debts to worry them: My oldest brother was working end now my baby
nbrotner nas finished nigh school and my husbénd i8 sending nim to college,

L

e gy n . Sl s o - -~ Sgg— - ¥ - | 1 1L e s A . : I ’
I pald the mortgage off cur nome in full in 1950 &and presented it To my

home more since their disester then before; new furniture, including & 5ot
Point Stove, Water heater and General Electric Reflifgerator wes installed

the seme day. My youngest sister being through high school, I obtained & Job

for her in the Unemployment office at Jusper and she worked for several

[

months and married and her husband will complete his phé&rm@cheutical course

this year at Howard College. Through our friendship to Hon. Wm. B. Bankhead
A ha

we eble to get compensation for my fether, We=terygy served 1in the

(T
[
{1

Spenish Americen Wer, This wes not obtained until sometime in 1956, after

my Tinsncial struggle wes prectiecally over, however,,it wes a recl blessing,

PE——
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ter, who thougnt it such & disgreace to be poor &nd who tried

to keep our misfortune irom her husband, never donated & penny to=
ward the support of her psrents nor 1id she even offer to help on tne

nowever her musicel education cost spproximately five thouseand
a01lers and my business education cost approximaiely two hundred dollars., Had
I not acted on my own impulse and entered college instecd of & business

g8 helpless as to earning & livelihood when

college, I would have been just

v father's healin a8 1Mmpalrc when I finlished nhign sCnool. M., courage
w & =
3 1 - 19 - i i - - x 1 . - 4 - = 2 R -~
never died, I realized &ll the Time that I was still young and enjoyed my
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the Club over a riod of six yecrs, exIExagx 1 &8.80 acted as Secreilary and
v
- - - 2 =T r - -, : 1 1 . - + oy T
Treasgsurer o1 thne americaln Re@ Cross C.-t:.;tr:r in Walker County 1or TWwO yE&ars,

which wzs just part of my duty toward charity. our family -Peamimeos nad 1O

i
& -
{

be kept up end aiter Daddy's finencial and physical troubles I hed TOo cearry

on. We kept up our attivities wnich included leeaders in the St. Mark's

19 MY s

Episcop&al Church; nowever mj mother dropped all ner (ClUuD WOrxK, except tUne

D
__f__
' -

PPA and Guild: my father was incepsciated until his Mesonie, Grotto end
\

Shrine work hed te@ be dropped. My younger SiSLeIS and brothers were not

jz { Y .
ratsTurnssired of any of thelr social life as I strained & point To give thnem

as much as I h=«d at Thneir &ages. -liﬁhmh}msmsnmm After @ll this career, 1 am

ter™ my husband being & Superintendent for & Construction
mpany We are now living in Prattville, Autauga County, Alebam&, where We

are building the new University Higaway through that County. Our nome in

Oskman is well kept; the yards have been selected by & Culture Club for thne

est three veers &s being the best kept and naving more blooming flowers than

ated on & large parcel 01 ground

Y * 4 d 3 L ] .'- T . ' | - - '] 2 + [ ¥ ¥ & + . T " :.-- ,J":F -l
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hill wnich hes been cut down to maxe beautiful sunken garden;

Mes & % s &
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furniture was mocdeled by Gertrude Broox our subJject, and consists
of & half circle seat with three sections, which she says is a chair for

all the "Brooks Sisters"™, then & very cozy "love seat" just b&arely room

for two--for her brothers. It seems that the two boys have always been very
close and dear to each other and she says she wants them to stay that way by
sitting close together in their specially modeled seat. She Fells this one
on her oldefst brother--he and his girl friend, heving been sweethearts since
their entry into grammer school, had guarreled, The younger brothner having
known of the quarrel called upon the girl and wés sitting on the divaam wiih
her when the older brother entered and he immediately said: Bud you mign¥

es well be going as I have & date tonight. his making his broinecr jesalous
he left without & word and after this the younger boy could never fimd out

anything more ebout his brothers love affairs. But they have rem&ined close

to each other, even though one is now working in Birmingnham &nd one 1in Colleg

Phe only members of the family now remaining at home &are the parenis cnd tney
look forward to each holidey or occasion when their children gather in. They
still keep &ll the beds up &and in reediness as if their eight children nuré
at home and say this is done so they will be expecting them home tTo use ithelr
beds.

Interview of GCertrude Brooks Milford Dec. Oth, 1933.
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gdeé LoOwaerd exreriences 18 that "we HeVE Lel'let our

ign cost"™ erd 1 feel thet the effect of the depression

thneir prime, will be wholsome "Experience is & 'hard

unfortunately, meny of us will lesarn under no lothe#.

cent cotton will not disturb me ggain for.78anall not
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ne traglic days of 1930 to 1933-~many were the dndividual
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fortunes swept awey and mdny poor Tellow wes downed after it wes too

ever come ‘babk.- The 'good Thut can--and ["believe will

Kknowledge gulned by tnese hard knocks, which will
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serve to keep our. feet on the gropnd, and enable us to have Leller
jdees: concerning values, neve not been unemployed sinee the

dep ression,  but-my business nes, been, A low at. times that I could

ngrdly make it pay end 4 nave followed the same occupation all my lile,

my 4 ncome ‘€olng up snd down with the prices tanen existing, my outlook

- -

gnd 'prospects are--~Welk. ordinarpily ene would not expect much "dreaming®
fpon one :Standiug on the threshnqld 01 three score and ten years, @ut
I am still:-dreamingy: L BarL LSCH to the days when ox carts were ine
dominant vehicle on the Sireels » our beloved little "Burg" (Prattville)
1 nave dlived to . bBeninspired -0y looking down Msin Streetl and hardly
gee sSpece 10 park an sutomobile; have seen mud holes and swine and
the like dis&ppes&ar irom streets, each day 1 gaze upol throngs
of laughing, heppy boys and girls, and rejoice L0 XDOW, thet thougn
wnen my salary was reduced sSixUy percent and I aad
ihﬂttallihﬁ:{.tS‘ ] am 8ti
cheerful, héppy pecl : stimulated by the me

saw "0x cart days" evolve into "Horse and buggy deys", sé&w the "O irited
W =1 el ]

Horse"end Chetcest offering of the "I Gra: give way to 1ine
1448

—

ma jistic sutomobile and e day isten ne over-nead

: ; < iazire tO .
O.. ‘Lr.t i--'-r;l Ile‘ L _;L_il-_- W Q[L'
and dream, and se€e

atmpsphere &s eircule&lcs

his mantle round &l

her furiest Storm".

married
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wWell and 'since the pEssing of the Neutr&lity Bill énd the orders for |
produce and other ftTems, I°feel that olr dépression is préctically over
“nd°1 for one, if Uenefitted by the ddditional work and money that will |
be put into eirealstion;“will hold my ‘head this fime eand try to profit

by 'my misteke ‘es was ¥he misteké-of ‘most.of "2ll the Americén Citizens

WiO mede easy money during the boom, und ‘save” for & “"reiny d&y®, whieh

18 boand ‘to“ctome and at my ‘age & nife sum'leéfd ap for &a""Rainy deay"

will“be & rewerd “for my suffering during the d@epression. I' "r*-.cve.:ried '
to Tollow the traditions of life s my mothney¥ did when poverty ‘came her
way, "smilingly"™ @nd to make  the best of it without a&ny complaint,

Interview of-John W, Riece, Prativille, Adtaugi®County,  Alabéamal
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LIFE HISTORY OF GEORGE MALCOLM TAYLOR DEC 131335

Born at Milton, Autauga County, Aleabama, on April 17, 1882, was & shy jittle
boy, who as he grew up had more thén his share of ambition. George attended
public school in Autauga County and lster at Marion Institute, Marion,
Alabam&, Then detcrmined to be a doctor, he was sent to Atlanta College of
Physicians and Surgeons, wnich is now Emory University, and was gradu&ted
ard licensed to practice in 1900. Dr. Taylor, realizing that he could do

S0 much good in & small town and in the county where he was 8o well known,
settled at Burnsville, near Autaugeville, Alabama, in the year 1900 and
practiced his profession in theat town end surrounding community until the
year 1912. In the meantime he married Miss Ellie Harris of Osk Hill, in
Wilcox County, aleabamd., In February 1912 he moved his family to Prativille,
Aunteaugae County, alabami, and established & practice that has cont inued to
grow since that date. In May 1931, Dr. Taylor accepted & position as Chief
Surgeon and FPhysician for tne State of Aleabama and wés in cherge of the
gonvicte; in 1930 he returned to his private preactice in Prattville. Dr.
Teylor said:; "Knowing the greet need of & Clinic or small hospital in
Prattville to teke care of the great number of cases who needed hospital
care, in 19$4,-£& started nE;.Ciinic in & very amell dwelling which ke I
converted into & twb-room hospital service for patients and & oper&ting
room, treeting room and small office,” Ve have all watched this little
cliniec grow and watched the care and protection given the poor as same as
the riech and now Dr. Taylor has m&de edditions to the same little Clinic
until it consists of & twenty bed accomodation, colored ward, two treztment
rooms, two large offices, & complete X-Rey and theropy trestment room, &
very modern opereting room, diet kitchen and adequate supply rooms. There
is 8@ house physician on duty at all times and & staff of seven nurses.
Located immediately benind the hospitel is & very nice nurses' home which

is comfortably furnished and very conveniently located. Dr. Taylor says:

nduring the yeers of the so-called Depression my institution has continued
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to grow and prosper.,""Countless charity cases haeve been handled by me

without any outside iy financial help whatsocever and hundreds of

tonsilictomies &and other minor operations have been performed in co-

operation with the Department of Public Welfare at less than actual cost;"™

activities
Mény of the public heslth ExxXXikxkax have been given maxs &t the Clinic

- W —

due to the inadequaay of the local unit and the lack of facilities to

hand le ccses, This Clinic has the reputation of accepting every cése and
never refusing any emergency case or & csaseé where the suffering 1s severe

also hes the distinetion of Deing the first end only hospital in tais

ty. Dr. and Mrs. Teylor nave one son, George Mslcolm Tsylor, Jr. He

coun
was educated &t the University of Alabema and is now precticing Law in

Prettville, is married and hes one child., Dr. and Mrs. Taylor reside in
& well constructed house on the same lot with the Clinic and the grounds
and shrubbery on the grounds are besutiful and well kept. The Clinic is

located one Dlock from the Prattville Postoffice and on the same street;

iteside activities of Dr. Taylor are Civie Clubs and his interest in

the administration of our city and government affairs and his hobby ia
Horse-back riding. You can looX up most any Sunday afternoon &and see

r. Tegylor riding his beautiful saddle horse., Mrs. Teylor is & member of

the U.D'C. end takes active part in Church end Club work. She is & perfectly

composed woman--once you see her you will always remember her snd she

dresses very modest and nice; Dr. Taylor is a doetor who you can look gt and
tell he is a doctor "etout, erect and wesrs glasses, mekirg him look &ll the
more professional. He wears dark clothes most all TtThe time for street wear
méking nhim look so mueh nester and dignified. Their interests have not been

marred by the depression as during the real slump, Dr. Taylor was & salaried

men with the Stete

and was able to save some money; prior to the depression

e —




Livingston, Msary E. Prattville, Auteuga County, Alsa.
; Al

;ﬂ Life History of Dr. &end Mrs. ;Qf%ﬁ#ﬁé{ﬂf Tenkersley
¢

"'“Upon entering the Tankersley home for this interview I found

"{‘D,r. and Mrs. Tankersley, Mrs, Nelda Murphree mma & daughter &and
4\ VClher two small children. The Terkersley home is & large two story

S ;white house situated on the corner of the block and faces two

‘“‘streets. It is & picturesque place, the grounds being kept
.beautifully and & beautiful flower garden in the béck yard &énd running

\ %bLOOming vines all over the fence surrounding the home and beautiful
crepe myrtle trees in front of the house. As you enter the entire
front of the house welcomes you &s & living room which extends entirely
across the front of the house, when open; one side of the living room
is used for a music room and is furnished beautifully and the right
hand side is a regular sitting room with dozens of beautiful lamps,
chairs which make you so comfortable and all living room furniture
in eantique fashion, The cozy and comfortable place is further
carried out by the werm hospitality you receive by the Tankersley
femily. Dr. and Mrs. Tankersley both come from true &aristecratic
femilies and the tredition still remains in themlas well as their
¢hildren and grand children. Dr. Tankersley sterted his medical
prectice in & smell minipg town many years ago and after reéching a
very substantial and profiteble practice he married beautiful

HiSB?MMk;? °fﬂwﬂ—&' They later

moved to Autaugaville where Dr, Tankersley hed a very nice office

and a grand medicel following. . Autaugaville at that time was a
very thriving town with several cotton gins &nd other industries
and Dr., Tenkersley wes the only physician there. Having a very good

offer made him to come to Prettville, which is &bout thirteen miles

from Autaugaville, Dr. and Mrs, Tankersley moved to Prattville.
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This wes ebout twenty years ago., Dr. and Mrs. Tank rsley are the
parents of three daughters; the eldest Zelda, then Nelda and the
ydungeat being Annie Ree. The children were educsted in the schools
of Prattville and Zelda and Nelda attended the University of
Alabame, Zel@prequipped herself &8s a High School teacher and he&s
been teaching in the Gurersville High School for approximately eight
years., Nelda, after attending the University two yeers, beling so
much in love with one of our own dear Prattville boys, quit school
and married Howard Murphree, whose family is amoung the leading
citizens of Autauga County. Nelda and Howard started out in their
little love nest in Prettville and have & very comfortable living, in
spite of the fact that their expenses have been heavy. They married
during the heighth of the depression and a darling daughter, Anne
was born; Anne is now three years old and has & beautiful little
"Pug-nosed"™ baby brother, James Tankersley Murphree, two months old.
Annie Ree, the youngest of the Tankersley children finished college
in June of this year (1939) and is now employed as Secretary in &an
attorney's office in Prattville. The Twmkersley fasmily stend very
high is Praettville and Autauga County; they are leaders in the
Church of Christ activities in Prettville; belong to several civic
clubs eand Mrs., Tankersley and daughters &re re&l bridge players.

In 2ll charity work Mrs. Tankersley and fr. Tankersley are always
numbe red among the leaders.

Heving bou _ht their beautiful home in Prattville and educated their
children and other expenses incurred, the family was still in good
financiel shape; their income being a substantial end steady one--
then the usual business trend--patients not able to pay for mediceal

gervices--both banks in Prattville went broke with moest of our life's
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sevings and then the general masses of people were unable to pay
debts and on account of their losses became careless and indifferent
toward their own obligations--then the depression perfected that
despicable character--the deadbeat, into le gion meking obsolete truth
and honor &nd the ability within ones self to rise. Dr. and Mrs.
Tankersley, when asked if they intended changing their plans or
occupation said; "We are too o0ld to change our occups tion now,

but we are trusting that the cursed desire for gold, and what it can
buy, coupled with man's inhumanity to man, which ia my decision cetused
the depression, will subside and our people will see the light and |
realize what they &are coming to."™ The only cure dor the depression

s&id Dr. Tankersley is:; "honest labor--honestly done with adequate
remuneretion instilled by righteous fear of God born of His simpla'

truths stript nesked of mans wise emoluments"™,

In Dr, Tankersley's family and also Mrs. Tankersley's, most &ll of

the ancestors are professional people, there being doctors, lagyers,
preachers, teachers and cardinals and one of their ambitions hsas

always been education. "Annie Ree did not get to attend the University

es the other girls did as we have lost so much money and assets during
the depression that we had to send her to a denominational school for

& two ye&ar course in Secretarisl work and we now feel that the children
are all self supporting and we will heve a comforteble living in our

old age”, Tne Ta.kersleys are all well groomed--Dr. Tankersley is very,
thin, tall ﬁnd erect; Mrs., Tankersley is very nice looking &nd nes the

best of teate is her dress and of course the Tarkersley girls are all




Lifingaton, Mary E. Autauga County, Als,

f4.

very modern in their dress and activities. The Tankersleys are very
célm znd expectant toward their experiences in life and especially
during the depression amdm which has of course, caused & delaterious
effect, naturelly and coupled with their financial losses during the
depression, the flood in aAugust of this year, (1939) weshed away

the entire office building, including library, books of ssaounts,
instruments and all possessions of Dr. Tankersley's. This is why the
Tapkersleys say: "If we were not so old we would change our profession®,
Mrs, Tankersley says: "there is little retrenchment we can do &s our

standing requires & certain amount to be spent and we do not think

we are extravagent”.

Interview of Dr. and Nrs, Tglgagziiég‘;.Tankerslqy, Prattville, Als.
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Life History of Judge C. E. Thomas

Born February llth 1869, in the midst Sf the Reconstruction period, when
the Sunny South lay in the wake of the Civil War, carpet-bagism amd political
bonds. C. E. Thomas was reared on a farm which wag almost in the shadow of
the Capitol at Montgomery and was married to Augusta Pratt of Prattville in
the year 1896. When asked about his education Judge Thomas said, "With mere-
ly the rudiments of an education, accistomed to hardihood and domestic econo-
my, and cherishing laudable asPirations, I pursued life's walks, putting forth
every honorable endeavor to span not only my own personal career, but the ho-

rizon of my beloved Southland with the rainbow of hope,and from several points

of view, some degree of success attended my feeble endeavors." The Judge has
not only been a very successful business man but has been a political leader
in the south, and has had many appointments under the Governors of this state
and also United -tates Representatives and Senators have recognized his po-
litical aspirations. And he has acted as adviser in the political world to
many Congressmen, Senators and Governors and he has also the distinction of
being President of one of the leading banks in Prattville and has good com=-
mon judgment and the way he applies himself is known throughout the state.

In January 1929, Judge Thomas was one of the largest holders in several
representative institutions and was very prominent in financial, political,
social, fraternal and religious circies and as he said, "I was then consult-
in the making and breaking of men, and sat about the festal boards with out-
standing monetary commissions." During that year, the winds of adversity-the
unprecedented depression, with it's frenzied finances,thousands of bank fail-
ures, agricultural, commercial and manufacturing collapses swept over this
fair land and and literally engulfed millions of heretofore master builders

of the natiom. And it was in this storm that the compency which had been

created in Judge Thomas, his multiplicity of interests, were completely
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devastated. He said, "I was left penniless, with a vault of books of open

accounts and notes payable. "Having spanned several decades, and beyond the
bounds of today for all practical purposes, Judge Thomas is very unfortunate-

ly situated and says,"I must spend my decliping years simply abiding my call

to the grave." And then added, "however with confidence in our administration
leadership, I believe that the mercury is gradually rising in our great finan-
cial thermometer." Judge Thomas' home is located about three blocks from the
Prattville-Selma Highway, and about eight blocks from the Post Office in Pratt-
ville, and sits on a large hill; the home is of Colonial type, made of concrete
and looks very much like marblej it is a very spacious place with ten rooms
beautifully furnished. The barn and stable is a quaint looking place, being a
two story building, as is the home. It is made of the same material, located

on the same land line and facing the same street and it has numerous doors
opening into the different stalls, which makes an individual stable for each
cow, horse or whatever stock he should happen to have and there is a porch a-
round the entire upper story which attracts the attention of all who see it;

the lands surrounding the home consists of about six acres and are under fence
and. completely encircled by a winding road which is traveled daily by hundreds
of sight-seeing people and the deer of four different kind, goats, ducks, chick=-
ens, turkeys, peafowls and peacocks and even fish are there to greet you and the
bird baths, which are placed at numerous intervals, are always being used by
birds when you appear to look the estate over, which place has been known through

out the state of Alabama and a portion of the South for about twelve or fif-

teen years; however the house and land are badly in need of repairs and the
place has gone down very fast and especially since our flood in August of this

year (1939), when the hill where the houses are located was completely sur:oun@-

ed by water which caused the sandy land to wash and cave in, damaging this
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property several thousand dollars. Judge Thomas is one of the bravest
men I know, having made his fortune and then losing it almost over night:
his children are married and living in other cities; he is still living
and hoping for a better day; he is completely white-headed but carries
himself so erect that you would not think he was over fifty, yet he has
years to add to that; he still retains the old family car and his chauf-
feur and most every Sunday you can see him sitting in his pew at the Meth-
odist Church in Prattville, Alabama. Judge Thomas always has a word for
everybody he meets and his friends are numerous and having married into
one of the most d stinguished families of the South he also enjoys the

L¥]

cooperation and love of all the Pratt family and their descendants.

Interview of Judge C. E. Thomas, Prattville, Ala.
Judge Thomas' children

Pratt Thomas, lives in New York City, N. Y.

Mrs. Johnson (Emma Julia) lives in Selma, Ala.
krs. Lanier (Augusta) lives in Mobile, Ala.

Judge Thomas married a few weeks since, Miss. Mary Caruthers, at the home

of her Aunt krs. R. L. Faucett, Prattville, Alabama.

12/13/39.
V.W.
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