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It has been said of TOlbert H. Shropshire, publisher and

editor of the Coosa River News at centre, that he is more than

an individual, that he is an institution. certain it is that

both personally and through the columns of his newspaper, he has

impressed his personality upon the people of Cherokee county,

and that he wields a definite influence in the shaping of

pUblic opinion. Identified with the country newspaper business

for forty-three years, he knows it from every angle, and his

lively, entertaining pUblication continues to attract and

retain new followers and supporters each year.

l.lr. Shropshire, who is universally known as "T01," was

born at centre, Alabsma, August 24, 1872, and is a son of

William Henry and L!ary (Vinson) Shropshire ••••••••

His father launched the first issue of the coosa River

News on March 28, 1878, with a partner, the firm style being

smith and Shropshire.

From 1880 until his death in 1893 Mr. Shropshire (the

father of Tol) was the sols owner of the paper.

TOlbert H. Shropshire received his education in the CQmmon

schools and at the age of ten years began to receive his

newspaper lessons at the case. At the t1me of his father's

death, he had just reached his majority, and he and his brother,

Charles, took over the nswspaper, under the style of Shropshire

Brothers. While Charles Shropshire died March 29, 1920, the
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paper is still conducted under the same name, the firm consi8t­

ing of Tolbert H. Shropshire, the C. D. Shropshire Estate, and

J, B. Shropshire. TOl Shropshire is something of a character

in Cherokee county. Irrepressible in spirits, but wholl,y

likabls in manner, he is abso~tel,y independent of influence

or connections and does as he likes in the way of criticising

individual or in8ti tution in the columna of his paper. At

the same time, both he and his paper are ardent supporters of

law and order, religion, prohibition, anil good roada, and it is

Mr. Shropshire's belief that much of the good of the olden days

be retained instead of so much of the so-called nJaZ7." spirit

of the present.

(Then follows a glowing tribute from the Birmingham News

to the Coosa River News on a story recent~ published)

With others, Mr. Shropshire is interested in the develop­

ment of Rock City into a re80rt. This is one of the most

picturesque spots in Alabama, situated in the LOokout Mountain

district nine miles from centre. JU'. shropshire is an unrecon­

structed democrat and for twenty years has been secretary of

the Cherokee county Democratic CoJllll1tt.e. From 1902 until

1912 he served as registrar of voters of Cherokee county, and

in various way8 has been prominent in civic and public e.ffairs.

Having joined the Methodist EPiscopal Church in boyhood, he

has not missed a single sunday service in nearly twenty years.

Mr. shropshire married Miss Bertha Florence wells of

Boston, Masaachusetta, who, as Bertha ella, i8 known all over

the united States as a musician and reader with ChAutauqua.
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Ilaroh 28, 1939.

(llead1og) Pr..1 '01. Shroplhir••

!h. 0008& lliY.r lI.w. io 00. of the liar. .ogaging ph.ooll8na of Alabema

Journali.II, Dot oot.d for it. OIW. and .tori•• , ..~ of which it lift.

bodilT (with cr.dit liD.) frail oth.r pap.r., or for it. faatur•• (it

.till carri•• a w••kl7 pOlthwooul blurb ~ b,. Will Iloger. aod a full co111JllJ1

of aoci.ot it.... captioo.d "10, 20. 30. 40. 48. 60 ,.aerl ago"). it•• t,.l.

i. 10 ridiculouIlT iodiY1dual, itl COOll.Ot 10 .alt,. aod it. m••,. alid.1 10

1IIp.rti•••t that !IOlt other Al&1o.....di torI grab it upoo arriYal frail ..ong

their .toeko of IXchaog.l. ,"oupl. of ve.lel ago th.,. grabb.d th.III.1T•• a bid

to COII8 OTar aod help the OOVI c.l.brat. it.

differ.ot frOID that wld'Ch uluallT~

Goth aani••reary--"in a Manner
•

of P oducing

&DOiT.r.ar;y editiool.

toltaad of t17ing to .how .ixt,. of"!he lIov. iJlllll.ole page.'. -tPUHUng

tobacco-chewing .ditor Tal B. Shrop.hir. r ..bl.d 00 "W••hall b. coot.ot

with uroing the !poeh (to u.) ioto ao .0tir.lT .oeial oceao1oo, l.tting

b~lne•• ride in or out aa it ~ .•

!h. OOV. va. fOUDded a. the Ch.roke. AdTartio.r io March. 1878, b,.
•

lort PayO.'1 old !homa. B. 8aith aod the lat. Willi.. B. Shrop.hire. It

val d•• tto,.ed b,. fir. in JUD. 1882.

I!e-•• tabli.hed with the old pr.l. 00 which G.orgia'l f ...d Heary

Gra47 printed hi. 11011. ~....rCial for 21 ,.aar., it hal kept that aocient

piec. of .quipm.ot grioding we.k aft.r w.ele while Shrop.hir••001 aod

graod.oo. eootioued to keep the quaiot pap.r in the f&llilT and no lioot,-pe

we 40.'Ye.,if

hal eo•• along to :ill1t it. ~iTaried haod.-••t t,-p. fac... ~ieal

Shrop.hir. cracle. lIh.n w. ~giO to run for .om. pubUe job, w.~ to
~ . ~e.-...k- ;_
~ a. II&~ .pUt f (I. a. a .idget lIind .ight conjur••
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