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Jos OGillesple (white) by Plekens Tartt
Felmont, Alabama ‘umter County
dvingston, Alrbona

An @lderly wvoman was siSting on the narvow porch of the old

four room house nitting. the click of har needles 1ikes the sound

of erickots in the still ady.
*Is ¢ the home of Nr, Joe Gilleapiel® 1 saked, %Well, ne,
not exnetly®., sadd the old lady. Yits the old house of Ms zrand-

father and 4t belonge %0 me and my mshand, Sruce Ulmer, but Jee

rt_-:-‘rf MH "-'r'!.t.h us -,i}-‘#ﬂ i*ﬁ 1B ‘:h‘ '.r,'lﬁ..lnt.i

in the meontioe My, 1llesnie had walked oust on the porch md

stood in the deor-wny bDehind hay, “Tesa"™ he saldd, "thies iz vher 1

-

atny’jj for you see I'a 1ike a stray dog now, A8ither home nor master,
I 414 1ive here/the) through thres mee riots and I can tell you all
shout them and a lot of other things that happened soon after the war,

‘S vas born way back in 1853, right near here. Ny fother owned
50 seres snd we farsed, You 2ee 1o was one of the ecrliert sottlers
of Sumter County, In fagt 1t wvas formed ~fter he moved here from
5t Stephens; that was the capitol then of Alabame, he county vas
formed dowvn here at WMlliasson's M11, the firet nill in Sunter, 014
sah Yillisseon sade the wheel, That was on Coatopa Crealk fust a few
miles from here, Coa mecns panther and topa seane wounded, o
ounded “anther was vhat the Choetaws called 1%, :

"The mill wvea Swo miles enst of Breversville, ond Breversville
was the firet Fost Office in Sumter Comnty. T'at was back ia 18M1.
e 11ttle eodar log cabin spliit with the mund oide ous, stild
st nda,

"Wy grandfather vos the first vhite nen %o oreoss at Noscov lande

ing down on the Tombighee at Contops, and Mr. Joe Patton from the
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conefir: k9 wes next. They settled noar sach other. They were met
Al

by an old Chootaw Indian Chief, Muckelushes, No wented my father

o huy uwp some cleared lond from him in the open pradrie vhere
thare vas & good water suprly. The Ipdisns were very friendly, it
ny grandnother thousght thay were too fepiliar, You see sn Indian
pever says "Mr.' or'Mrs.', and wy f'r'-nd'.-tat.her didn't like thast,

Cne day old Muckelushee vent up to the Nouse and sald, "Polly,

where is Joot?' She suid "NHe 10 cone.' Y00t any whiskey ', he ashked,
"Tos, ut none for the indians, beaides 1% like a handle %o
n=ne, ! 2y grondmother S0ld him, Muckelushee soid 'All right., Indisn
exll you };w-n-:!ln Follyl iad after that sy grendmother, Folly,
Mllespie voe known as Hmdle Polly. 28

"Muckelushes took my grandfather to Nglls Creek, not far from
what 1s now <nown a9 1J¢’o~.;.m11}-., so thuast of Bolmor t vhere there was
a 00d spring, They put 2 barrel over 1% and called 1t Barrel Spring.
n t9ds place they rafsed 50 o 60 bushels of com to the acre,

My father brought all his Negreoes from "%, Stephens except one, Thelr
nanes wore old mam Clabe, Old Patay Cladbe's wife:; Mutech Jim, 94,
aster, Tildy, Melvinie, 54, and Nd% twe children, %o had four senere
athons of Clade's on tha place at one time,

"lir. Fatton settled on Conkabayou which means in Chootaw, "Orepes
o PFost Oak Troe,!

"Joo RelCarthy wes bDlackomith in this sectiom a2t t.h--t_t!m, and
made Imives mnd june, Indians wvould cone into the shep sad hang sround
and Joeo couldn®t get rid of them, 014 Pushentaha, the famous Chootew
Ghief, oame in one day with hias Planket and byesch cloth on, the only

clothes the Indism wore, Joe, vho was hamsering out some iron to make

& gun, threw a hot plege of iron over his shoulder and 1¢ landed in

the old ¢ fef's breech cloth, The Indim thedw off his blanket and
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Jumped ,snd down hellering '"Noop Telly Boll', mesning Five Fighter;
snd Joeo went on hommoring an the frvon 1like be hadn't done & hing.
My father alveys liked the o0ld Chief and sald he was a fine old
varrior, He fought, you now, vith Jeckson agrinst the Creeks,

*You see I'a «dghty-five and can recall a lot myuelf, besides
ny father told se theee 0l4 Soles many tioes and sometines I find
ay=elf thinking I took part in things that happened before I was
bom. Ome thing I recall having been %ld havpened in Jelaont a2bout
the tine I wvas Yo and yof 1% heoard 1% 0 ey timen I feul l1like
i suat have been there, It was ia "2:; there was 2 Wz oy at
Iroversville, The Song of Tesmperance parsded with bannors of the
brightest colors, the lan’ them wes rich vith slaves mn?d corn and
the barbegue plits ware f1l'l0d with ment of all kinde, The long
tables undex the oak trees vore spread with ples and sslads, There
were spesches, tee, 2nd rmm that wvas said to be the abomination
that saketh desolzte, cnd water was held up to the hopes of men
e the %mt vae in the vilderness to the dying NHebrews, VWell,
ay father sald thare was a young bay adbout Swenty who spoka and YW
s sannesry and oratory he took off 21l the honore. Men and vonen
1iked 2hat he s2ld and all vere lowd in thelir praise,

"o vas & newooner there and with hie brilliant speech he 444

vhat he nd come to G0 thet was %o tecchs and the next year found

"
adn ia Delmont in o 1-:m/;t'-‘_n right near the old Nethodint Chureh

surrounded by about seveniy-five pupils, big and 1ittle, They were
a long 140t of Sumter®s prosinent people for there were that kind in
Belmont then, tho' soet of vhom hawe gone to the spirit world now,
Tids young san handled the ol ‘n the school Wt whm:l; ninntes for
recess wan called, he was one of the firt to arad uwp the baseball
bt and play vith the boyei Just one of tham and they all lowed him,

¥all, the winter vent by and o ring came and one of the nmen in the
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enrnnity got mad with Ma =nd pulled s knife on him, ¥ell, the

“froe i
had clainmed kin with Dandel Soone 80 he wos quick on the

trizerr and only the door facing of the scboolhouse caved )o fallow
f=s ks plastel shots 1 remsmber hearing tham ell tell nany tises
of the trigl, how there wns an acre or a0 of people out under the

old mulberry trea in fromt of & store licstening Lo Joo Saldwin of

( )
F'luh—Fi oe fome, vhen he defended him, Fe was soguitied, at 1%

broke wp the sehool in Belaont and a mighty good one 4% wvane MW
1eft and tie school was aterted sssin about S35 in o onbin down at
Mbowells But it didn'S lost But s aonth or twe. My Tather uoed
%o wvonder vimt alacnt sight mwve been, hnd laricin Vortham not fired
that pletwl, Yea, he died over in Madiscon County sany roars g0y A
fine and woealthy man but bhe never come back %o Belmsont,

"Well, let me see now, some other high pointes, 3Jacik In April,
1865, Lee surrendered, Forrest, you imow, never surrendered; hs Jus$
qui$ fighting, out necr Brown's Station, oll, sy fathey was &
union syspathizer so wien Colonel '‘ade, the Ignkee General, cuse %o
GaineeVille to recelve the oath of alleglance of Forreat, he ,shed
heare he could eamp, My fall nad bought o fam noar Onlnesville

o ha, Yode, was told to ol Sob (dllesple who wos » Unlon
. Our howre was set back in the soods 2nd I resesber standing In
the door i wotching the regimmnt as they rode in,

" % had, 20 oy £ Sher andd, "1500 worth of silver in the house,
Ny sother jathared 1t wp snd otarted to the smokehouse %o ary 18,
in the 4irt floor., e aleo had goblets lined with pld, Ny fathey
eld sy sother not 3 tury the silver, Wt S0 Wwing 1% back S0 the
porch,. He stood ihe goblets on the shelf., Then he sent one of the

Negroos out %o mtier & unch of mint. Then v father sskad Colonsl

¥ade to hawe a drink, but firest he tosk o 4drink Muself to show 1%
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hod no poison in 1%, Sone of the staff took a Soddy, then Colomel
Yode nsked for a ploce to cemp. "All right' sy fother onld, "go
down in the woode sad hely yourself %o all the cora In the erld that
you :ad your 500 men want,and you may uce the overseer's house as an
of fice. tut there's Just one faver, don't dlaturd sy Negroee,'

' My father said Oolonel "ade put a guard of sach gate %o guard

the Negyro quarters aand the house.

' gne of the suapds woe st the front Fnt?; 2? 1looked up st our
governeas, Mrs., Nenshaw, snd ssiced 1f she 41dn'S 1iwve in Virpinia.

He had boen there ond had set her, The soldiers stayed only 2 nighd
or two, bt they used 750 btushels of comm for thelr horses, Colonel
vodle pald for 1%, however, with the first greenbeagks 1 sver aaw,

" Governer Vinston, first native governor of Alabsma, wee one of
our neay neishbors, so ha, snd Nr., Bob NMoMahen w'o ran the Tamous hotel
at Geingville, and Ny, Tom Long took sy “ather fip %o Calnsville %o
gee thom sisn the cath of sllegisnce. Thay met in the Americsn hotel.
There wae 2 My bhall rumning the leagth of the house with yooms on
either vide. In e Bt room on one oide were Yade, Forrest, and
Stephen X, 1ee, » nephew of Gen, Fodert 7, lee. Torrat sipned Tires,
and 20t w snd vent our of doors vhere a soldier we holding he big
bleck horee. Ne shune Mo legrover the horse i said "That we the
deonedest, Ditterost pill I ever had to swallow.' IZater on he vas sade
Hegh Oyglope of the fu Nlux Klan. Ne 814a'% take part so far a= 1
ever heard but he directed Seove lenfroe later, the fomous oulelaw

ar head of 4% ‘' Samtor County and he wa nosded, In Sose days
Fanfroe wes a MM aghly respected aan,

I

Abont the firet S ing that I resenber about the Fu Klux Xlan was

the k1ling of Mllingely who cane down from the NHorth and settled

ahout .‘1_} slles vout of Livingston neay wvhat 1 kmowm ne Pagnevills,
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He boasted to the Negroes that if he was made Ju'se he vould

take the lond from the whites snd give 1% to the Negroes, hoping
to got thelr wotes, After » sveech to the Negroes near Parker's
swltoh he and hias horse were both shot and killed wiile on the

ay bome, Tenfwoe wves sccused of doing © is to prevemt Mllingsly
voting on a member of congrese nt the next olegtion in Nyvember,

"Then there was “om I;: the Verro mel)l clerik, vheo had bean
armointed vhen a very capable white clerk by She name of HA MeAlpine
was fived, Tom lwy, the Negro, v already undey indictaent for
violating the eleection law, A lagee tand of Mu Klux set down near
the station, Mlagged the twain and then when Ivey poked hs head
sut of the dcor they filled him full of shot, M1l FHars, lving nt
Noscow, was one of tham,

'Those wore Steryidble times, About 1570 down here in leloont
s son named Colline wes whet in the leg bW a NHegro. “he citi=amsn
wors afmid of a Negro mob no they sont out couriers aaking for
reln,

“There vere two plantaticmns noar W ‘a the river swamp with
lotes of Nesroes on theam and they ware what the commm tty feared,
Collins sot out & party ond went to ome of the houses, Ne enened
e zate md & repid fire wus cpensd uwp on them by Negroes in antush,
Colling wos killed instantly. The Fegrees contimwed to fire mo the
Jhitas had to retire loaving Collinms dody to the eneny. The nexs
day » large party collegted at Belsemt to resover She body, bult the
Hesroon yefused to zive 1% up saying the vhite peeple would have %o
fizhs for 4% Af they got 1%,

" Armed rarties of sen wore © r:,lnu&lly passing back and forth all
day from ILivingston %o Hehnnt',&‘r?ﬁl'—d-ma vag'ne with haveraacks

Jans S0 the horma of thelr seddles, Tisally the “heriff was allowed
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to o+t Collina® body but the Negroes lept his effecte, money, arms,
and a1l s captured property. It was sald wiite people were seem in
the emeny's lines so this made Belmont people belleve the Begroes

sore batns 1od snd Adrected by them. The trouble started by a fight
betweon & man naned Jones, of Demopolia, wnd uq!lﬂd- at & political
poweyow ot Bolmont in which Jones got badly whipped, The Negroes
slded wvith Jones, They were hostile Soward the vhites, and threatened
to burn the town if sny one else interfered with thelr meetings.

"“Then the Negroes armed themselves with ~mmes and marched froe
Belment %o livingston $0 g fepublican Comvention, but there was
no troudle as I recall,

*1 remember M1l Jenes perfectly. Ue had gone through the
Southern arsy & loynl soldler. “hem he Sumed ﬁqlmmg. i wvont down
to see Mam one somning around tem or eleven o'¢lock snd I Tound him
in Ms sarden. MHayor Nolride arrived in his buggy sbout the same
time, Tirst thing I kmew Jomes pulled the Mayor out of '"is Dugsy
and beat hMn uwpe The doctor thowght he was hesded Tor Den-polis
ut the Hegroes aaid he was going towvard Nelowell. Vhen Jones ot
t0 the ferry, Mebride, Joeo Flowers snd Mlly MeCormick comght wp
with Ma sad put & lood of bucketot through his dugy. Jones went
down on his kmees in the bugsy snd got % the other nide safely.

He wvas naver hoapd o sy more,

"Then: there was a posee of shout forty sarmed men from Pelmont, jfm’-*(
lloemu) symed ~nd :‘rinf-mlned;vf o made thelir sppesranes in Livingston
and wont to the house of the famous Dr, Chouttesn, who was no
relend of the whites ! was cousing trouble smong the Negroes, Upe
of the nen ripped o board of f the house and sthek bde hoad in, and
Coblents, vho was guaring Clouttess, blew his bdrmine out, Coblants

wves them shot by the attacking party and killed, Dr, Choutteam escaped
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and left this part of the country 20/ vas ROVEr S0OR ARY WOTre,

"One of the sost hellish erimes was dack in 82 vhen » Yasro
named Jagk Tumer living in Cheotaw trisd to extemminate ‘he whi tes,
He hod formed a club of %00 nenbers and had o mature and well ore

ised plot % kll all the vhite people in thias section., Mut the
paperes with all their plang were found noar one of thelir Ndeomuts,

In these papere they stated they had Y00 Negroes ready with powdes
chot snd gumei that they thought themselves sufficimntly strong to
aceonplish thelir decigns, and that Sundsy night the 17%h of Septembey
had bean appointed as the date, The papers chowed that this date
had been zelected becamse the people would be at a ocsop meeting
narned and could Shem offer no resistance. The papers were taken
before the solicitor snd » guiet meeting of a2ll the citisens of the
towm wvas held to discuss the best wy to suppress the ocutbregk

and spncatre, 1% was declidad that elx of the ring leaders vio had

boan asslisned to the 4 % of leading souadse %0 211 the towma to

Vo
il the vhites should be arvected and put in Jall, This was doneg

vithout Nloodahod as the Begroes suspected nothing, Then the whites
held a mass seeting on the oome day. This Drouwght -nh-'?ut. eigsht mndred
aen and smong them 150 Negrora. The papere were read, the names
given and by an als9et unanisons vote thay decided Jagck Tumar the
leader, wvar a dangerous Negro, a regular firebrand in the cormunitys
and they dessnded hds death., He wae g In the precance of the b ree
erowd and his death put sn end to any further trouble there,

"Renfroe had nothing to do wvith that, e vas ot ldvisgston doing
everything e had no ueiness doing. Indicted for comversiom of
moRey, mberslenan$, rrnnilaruﬂ. turglary, sseault with intent to

surder, and sunder, he was sent to Fratt Nines for five joars but in

less than gixty days he had escaped and was Mding in the flat wools
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near Livingston, a belt of uninhabited timber land 90 miles by 150 miles wide.

No one dared try to arrest him there. The last mule he stole was from his
brother-in-law, Sledge, and the silver found on him when he was finally cap-
tured delonged to Mrs, Harris, one of his closest friends who had befriended
him many times. They ocould not keep him in jail. He burned a hole in the
floor of the jail under a bathtub and ocscaped from Tuscaloosa and while in
the Livingston jail he wrote a note to a frieand, asking for muriatic acid
and a ball of yarn, but the note was intercepted, e finally escaped and
was captured in 1586 at Enterprise, Mississippi, brought back to Livingston
and put in jail, #MeCormick was sheriff at the time. Henfroe asked for a
drink of wshiskey as Le got off the train ceud he got it, +*hat a strange
contradictory career this wmas,

"Nursed in the iap of luxury, & young soldier, a tiller of the soil,
@ hero brave almost to rashness, he hroke the neck of more than one negro
insurrectionist and contributed more than any other to the restoration of
peace and safaty in Sumter County. But Sumter had endured ell it could from
Henfroe and so about 8 o'cloek one night he was brought back. While MeCormick
was at the telegraph office making iaquiries of State authorities at Montgomery
as to what to do with him, a mob of armed men broke into the jail, overpowered
the jJjailor and, having found the keys to his cell, took him out and hanged him
to a tree near the Sucarmatchee. Fimned to his back was this placard, 'The
fate of a horse thief,' This ended the career of the most desperate character
Sumter County ever produced,”

At this point Mr, Gillespie aighed, which I first thouzht was an expression
of sadness over the Renfroe blight on Sumter's history; but with the sigh, he
Slumped perceptiibly and I remembered that he was an old men and easily tired,

I immedistely deoparted, but not before promising to return for snother visit.

1/17/8%

Sede







John R, Estes,
Epes, #labama
March 21,1039
R.P.T,
A speckled hen and her chickens scratched coutentedly in the
small front vard of a four room cottage where blue Roman hyacinths
and yellow jonquils bloomed.
An old man in a faded wush sult sat on the narrow porech and
rocked in a home made hickory chair.
"Come on in if vou ain't afraid of a cold because that's what
me an my old lagy's @ot, an' mighty bad ones at that. I'm just settin!
out here in the sunshine trying to make up my mind to go put up them
chickens for her, 'cause the cow kicked her over vestidy and she
can't git erbout to-day.Want tryin' ter hook her or nothing like that,
you see that old cow's blind in one eye and my old lady wuz milkin?
her and that llttle old dog there run between her legs and the cow give
er sudden turn and knocked the old lady flat. Her head sort of struck
the side of the barn and thats whats troubling her worse en any thing
else. 1 took lher in to see Dr. Scales last night and he give her some=-
ting to eas® her paln, shen stropped her up, saild she might have broke
er rib er two cwuldeﬁt tell, then agin hit cculd be er floatin' kldney.
She's sick so much I tale her if the cow hadn't unocked her down !twould
er been some-thin' else,but she says Eh-ﬁ'B\EO?PY camforti I just been
tellin; her while she's laid up I think if me had er stork of corn for
ever one of them little old johmnie-jump-upsout there that hit will
look jes as pretty,and we'll be a heap site better off, but she'd have
a it if them chickens scratched up er one of them little old flower
bushes. She says raisin corn is my job, but them flower bushes heen
there ever since she come here, and there they're gonna stay. Come to

think of it theylre been there a lot longer than that, 'cause this

here is Pa's old place en Ma set them flowers out riht after they

ﬁovﬁd;hﬂra from down on the Bigbee. I want noting but a little
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shaver then, well I want so little either 'bout twelve I reckon, an'

I'm goin' on 71 now. Been livin'! right here ever since then, 1 was born
tho' on =y urund-futher's plantation 'bout four miles from here at what
thevy called o0ld ?*m‘ti‘?{:'a ferrvy. See my grandfather ?Tariﬁshiartir;* WAaS
FPrench and that ferry was named fer hin, that's how come it sounds diff-
erent froa the wavy you call it., Yes sir he wus French all Pijht, anfhtm
and his brother come over here on a boat when they wuz amnll boys. Gran@-
Pa was sixteen an his brother was l4. Grand-Pa said hit wuz 5 days '"fore
any body knowed they wuz on that boat. They were jes stored away and
never had nothin' but a little ole hard tac, or sometin' like that to eat
that they Hought with them. His brother died 1n New York en never got to
Alabama but Yrand-a went on to virginiu and finally married there a
woman name Mary Ann Uathey, they had one child an that was Ma en her hame
wuz “usan Matilda Murtiﬁ . 'a wuz er badby in arms or you might suy jes
todlin 'bouticuuae I've heeredhen say when they clhome to Alabama in the
early days they come in a covered wagon. en that little chalir there come
right with ‘em. They were '"mong the first to cross the "1"erJtha 1st white
settlers round here.,and they had to bulld a raft, tie poles to-gether

s0o as to cross the Bigbeakund ma, child like said she tried to play in
the water while they were polin' em across,and she fell in and er negro
boy they owndd called Lewis Martin' pulled her out. My grand father bought
up 2 lot of land right there on the Bigbee where they crossed at and later
built Harti;} Yerry and lived there the rest of his life. &4t least his
fanily did, but he wuz er land speculator and went all over evey where
buvin' up land til he was one of the richest men in this part of the
country, and if old Lowis Martin' that same nizeger what pulled Ma out

the river had lived . 1'd have as mich as any-body the rest of my days. You

see the Yankees merched on Livingston and the Ponfederates sent out

runners telling every body. Well there wont no banks here then so grand-pa
)




took er 0ld black pot and wrapped up 150,000 in jo0ld and put in 1t, and

him and “ewis carried it out on the river and burried itJ& grand-Pa told
Lewis if ne tole anybody where it wuz he'd kill him. %hat night Grand_Pa come
back home en the excetement run high, I duno, but I reckon hit wuz too

muehh fer nim}unﬁhow ne had er stroke and was dead 'Tore anybody ever knowed
he'd hid the money. He just want in his clear mind no mo' after that_en

when it come to paying the funeral expenses Grand_Ma couldn't find the

noney., en Lewis 1 reckon wuz skeered to tell. Well er long time after that
Lewis sent fer me one dark night, he'd had er tooth pulled over in Marengo

en erysiplas set in and the Poctor said wgnt no hope fer him, so he told

nis wife to send fer "Little Harster", that was whut Lewis always called
me, ‘sause he tole her he wuz gonna div)un he wanted to tell me where the
white oak tree wuz on the Figbee where they burried the u.oney when the
Yankees come. I tole Pa I was goin' to see 'bout old Lewis en when 1 got

there Lewls was as dead as a door nail. His wife wuz so skeered she couldn't
recollect nothing he Suid)JUS er white oak and that was ull. Well we looked
fer er long time but Aidn't no-bvodynever find nothing. Twas too much
S

territory. 'Cguse “a had er heap of land left him, but John thinnia,;livad

right up yonder near that old churchlbeat him out of pretty near sll he had.

-

CGrand Pa vou see speculated in PFPlorida and owned one hundred and eleven
sections right where fallahassee stands today. He owned a mile sguare at

rensacola where they had the first fishing shacks._and sixteen plantations

/
in Maringo, Ureen and fale, but John MeKinnis beat him out of mest every
blt of 1t. Not young John of Meridian, but his a 014 man John MeKinnis. He
took one hundred and eighty bales of cotton on a boat down the river to
MobLile and s0ld hit, claimed some how hit belonged to him, but it was

old Mrs Thedfold's, “ick Thedford's Ma and she never got a cent out of it.

He was one of the biguest sceund®els in this section of the country. #

natural born theRf. ¥es sir we ought to have er heap we ain't got. Been




here long enough an all of us had#d worker. When my Grand-Pa come here

there want no Epes, this here wuz all Jones Bluff in them days, name fer

er old half_breed Indian Jim Jones. He owned ‘most all this land round here from
Warsaw to the Phoctaw line. *he tribes had given him a lot of it, and all the
early settlers like J.P. Hillman and Abe Hillman, old man Pillie Holloway
and Jim lee's father ,they wanted to buy it from him. He lived up 'bout the
fort on the figbee, you can see where the fort used to be from over here,
"ell one night “Yhristmas eve 1 bellever it was _back in 1855 these early

whiite settlers got tosgether an went ap :hera)they said to make Jim ep

good offer fer his land, cose 1 dunno whut 1t wuz they offered him but

Jim refused to sell,and they killed him and burried him right there on the
riﬁ.rer,)a.wd in 1915 when the Colonial Pames of Mmerica wus having that plece
of marble put there to mark the old Fbrt}I b'lest if they didn't ﬂig up

0old Jim Jones bones. Cose they burried’emergin right erlong close by in

that bunch of cedar tneas}but seom sort of sad to me, to think about old

Jim. Then Jin's son in-law er ¥rench man name La Bruce what married Jims
indian daughter, clalilmed the 1und£un so they had to trade with him. Ma

sald he wuz wr nice gentleman to be married to thuat indian, "ut he left

hereen went down in Miss, with the rest of 'em and Tnever heered whut

J I

become of him. Yes sir right up there where old Jim Jones lived stood the old
Fort Tombechee as she was called,bullt by the order of the “Yovernor of

”n

bouisiana_ﬁfenvilla;uud it says on the monument whut is true + mow "Here

Uivilization and S:uvu__:er';f beheld the Udory of france . ¥es sir 1 wuz right
there the day they unveiled her,, fact 1is I barbecued overy blit of the meat
fer the dinnar;en hit wuz erbout ez good er barbecue ex I ever et if 1 do say
so myself. “eflin wux the speaker, en he's er good 'aujrut + apht$ never

voted fer him yit,en never will fur ez that goes. Yes that old fort has seen
er heap uv bdood shed. The French , British and ®paniards, Ysed to be called

W o

Fort Yonfederation. Close by there the whites treated with the chectaw
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indians old Mushulatubbe Puckshenubbee and Pushmataha for the land thevy

owned 4ass of the iombighee. Even 1 can remember the indians around here,
many as 75 or a hundred when they'd come in the spring with blow-guns
arrows and baskets. The squaws would sit down flat on the gournd with

the papooses strapped on their backs and wald for the indian men to do
the tradin'., There were 3 saloons here in them days but it was against
the law ot sedl "fire water they called 1it, to the indians, but when

the indiens were ready to start home they'd let em have a few dArinds and

‘ '
l can hear

em yelling "whoop pee" right now us they rode off toward

the bottoms. “ve heered Ma tell so much can't honestly tell what 4+ did

gsee en what 1 4idn't, out she knowed this country when they had so many
little black bears here my Gran-fa hud to take the nigger @ng shifs en

let some sleen durjso at night they'd take terches and beat on %im buckets
in the corn field to &#eep the bears from eatin' up all the rosemneers,

and they said they had high pulin's to try to keep the bears from catch-
ing the chiliun. Pose this was all cleared un when T come erlong}but 1
recollect fust electric lights, herecatiifones Pluff. *he Atlanta Qonste-
itution come out saying the Hattie B, Moore would come up the river next
run with electtec lights, my soodness vou never saw g8 many folks in all
vour life as was on the river hankﬁ):ll up and down the river men women
en chlllun waitin fer that boat. Pretty soon here she come puffin' en er Y)Y¢
blowin' en hit wuz er si ht to behold. Looked like the whole shebang wus
on fire. See there wux. 3 boats fummup and down the river here to Mobile.
The Mard Cash, *he Yally and the Wattie B. Moore., The Rain-Deer run here
too but she sunk. A1l them boats run 'til June, they stopped in June, had
landings like Gainesville, Jones Dluff,;éiulu landing '"bout four miles
down the river from here, and VYirdens landing where Palzell and all his
famlly was ralsed at, and the Brassfield landing come in there at

forkland. ?len Vemopolis and so on down to Mobile. Boats want allowed to




come out on Sunday t'all, haud to come out on Saddy and dock abou® the
tide water or else wait "til a Monday Mormin'.

Pa used to load cotton fer Mpr LilluAH,(huberts Pa up thﬁra{}he?e at
Jones Bluff and 1'd be erlong with him. Seen him put on as manyas 5 or 6
thousand bales at a tise. The mate would come out on top of one them
bluffs with er ax handle in his hand and holler at dem niggers, cuss em,
and some time l1've seed him knoek one of em off them lime rock c¢liffs. My
meé he was cruel. “ee the nigyers had to load en unload every thing. They'd
tete to the stores the sugar and flour and coffee in blg sacks boought up
from de merchunts in Mobile, en some time a nigger would glt pretty careless
en drop er sack en dbust it, Lordy but he'd be sorry 'fore dat mate got
thr»u wid him. See the mate always come out on leand but the “Yaptain he stayed
on the boat. As I remember they had 12 deck hands, 2 englueers, en B pilots
day en night shigt. Had 2 what they called rouvster bouts one for day an'
oneﬁglﬁht to split up ligh'ood for the torch pans. Had 2 little basikets
on each side held Rerseime lamps for the lead-lights, &nd if they'd land
here at night they'd run h“ﬁg out & couple of them little torch pans on &
tree so as to see how to git up de bluff with «ll the stuff they had. That
was before the Hattlie P. got electric lights, Man she was & pretty si ht
as 1 ever seen. Now vou take the people that used to go backwards en ford-
vards to Mobile on them boats. They had a great bfig hotel for 'em in them
days right up there on the Qigbee?buck of where Doc Henegan used ter live,
en t“eyid 2ll come down en stay at that hotel waltin' fer the bout}anﬁ ir
you were a planter and had any cotton to sell thése commission merchants
didnt thank nothin to pav all your expenses on the boat to Mobile?und all
you had to do wuz jes sell 'em your cotton. They'd make gou have a good
time all right.

‘hey show fed good on the boats too. Yeck hands et on lst dacﬁ}und

white folks up in de cabins, fhey'd stop en git er cow or er pig and cut




it up and dress 1t mice. and they had miJhtygood cooks too en every body
could sat all they mind to. "ant no body to stop you. Eanyzhfthe time l've
rid on them steam boats. + liked¥obile so much *+ thought after Igrowned

up I'd like to séttle there en + did fer er little while, then * come back
to be with Ma and Pa, en here I been ever since. I run the Fpes Potton

oil Eomp&ny;mill at night fer 'bout twentythree jears, them ¥ was %he toll-
keeper yonder on that bridge 'Pore they freed hit, there 'bout six years lacking
form September 'til March. Right there's where I kilt Hed Eﬁndham. You
remember hearin' bout that 4+ reckon donit youf? Well Red was a liakable sort
of fellow when he want drinkingfbut trouble was he was always drinking, he
lid&t want to pay no toll en I didn% want to have no trouble 'bout that
little money;but seemed like he wus just looking for tnoublegan 1t come
tojﬁa qugg?lon of me er h‘m, en + seed one or the other of us wugz gonna

die sure en certain so I'lowed hit wuzn't no need of it baing me, 80O

long as $ was in th; right cordin' %o law any way, 80 X had to Kill him,
Pretty bad en I agn't got over it ;Pt?looka like on dark nightsup there LYy
the fort 4 can hear old Hed holler fer hulfjbut "twant noting'! else I could
do T reckon. Sut * don't care 'bout talkin' 'bout that so much lets get
back to old times.

Look out there on that fence at them 2 o0ld quilts. Bet you uiﬂf never
seen none no prettier. lve been offered by Moreland Nixon fifty dollars er
plece fo¥ 'em. But I'1l have to be poorer than i am now to take it. the dye
for them quilts was made right down.at!ﬂartiaffferry at GrandaPJSplantatioh,
out of ocaperous and bark and suck like, the thread was spun there and the
cloth woven every speck of it by the negroes on the place. One's the tulip

pattern , and § ferget the other name but to my way of thinking they dont

make quilts pretty as them two hanging out there. Them en er old china hen

)
dish 1s all Ive got left of Mas old things,that hedn belonged to my little

sister, ma give 1t to her and she died when she want more en eseven years old,




80 lve kept it as er rememberance of her.

Ive got Yrand Fa's bheather pocket book I forgot that, limed
with red sllk and his name ™arius Murtié' cut in 1it. Pa cut it there
I'm pretty sure. Lots of folks wants to buy them quilts but 1 aint
hungry vet. Nell I better feed the old ladv's chickens and put emup fer
her er she 'll be hopping out here herself 'fore long. %ell Miss
ﬁead?the lady what sees atout the niggers, to come out any time after
to day en 1'11 go with her down on the bend 'cause dan't no body
hardly know this country and the fokks down in de bottoums like 1 do.
just been here so long. + reckon, bjut some times ¥ think it wont be
so long now, +he old 1adf§ trying nersuade me not to farm none this
Jear, didn't really farm none to 'mount to nothing lest year, jes er
little corn on this here six qcresjhut 1l hates to qivtup, hates to git
old en I doan want to be denendent._l gain't Fet)ILe got a little saved
up, mine en the old ldﬁy'a nest egg L calls it)unﬁ that reminds me I
better be putting' up them chickens 'fore I hears somethin' 4 aint
after hearin'. Phe's mil;iﬁb/pnaceﬁll tho’the old lud:r;};:han she's right

N
well but she's ailin er heap looks like lately.

—— I
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Augustus Hale,a young lawyer of Livingston,Alabama,
Mal Hal 3 o v Bo $ —— t A4 ~ - s aiwad A
samuel Hale and Joseph Baldwin were nracticing attorneys and inti-
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remember that 1t ws comman knowledge among thelr parents that Joseph |
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Baldwin had caricatured h friend in his book and thsy have told many

ivingstonians have been brought up on the

story of the New England school marm who was an abolitionist and the way

Samuel Hale got rid of hereln Flush Times the schoolmarm is one Miss |

of the Yewuwé men=nd the horrible things they were apt to do.The next day
Miss CHarity packed her trunk =nd left.

Samuel Hale was closely related to Samuel Nathan Hale,the martyr-
Spy of the ‘“merlican Revolution,and Edwerd Everett Hale,author of"The

an wid I = : . g e < - ey, 2
Man without a Gountry, His brother was John Parker Hale who by the spec-

(1]
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,acular "Hale Storm of 1840 converted en apparently overwhelming Demo-
(™

!4‘:' "N -: .‘-‘.-— E Y Pa—— T™T o . , - " ] - =
cratic majority in New Hampshire to the ranks as an ‘bolitionist and =
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aumanitarian crusader won for him the preslidential nomination of the

free Soil Democrats in I852 an later the nost as minister to quin‘

Samuel Hale was borm in New Hsmnshire in I809.He was educate

in law and: came early to Alabama where he founfl & congenial atmosphere
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for the tradition of his New Hampshire family had been 'strongly Democratiec.

Tn I837 he hecame editor of the Flag of the Union published at Tusca-
loosa,Alabama,then the capiel of the state.He was twenty-elght and had
just finished at Bowdein College.Some years later his brother was read out

of the Democrati

arty because of opposition on antislavery grounds to

o
J

the annexation of Texas.Samuel Hale himself was a Democrat.The Flag of the
Union had been established to onppose the spread of the doctrine of nullifi-
cation in Alabama.He was urged to keep the paper true to the priheciples

for the su-port of which it had been founded and for nine years he was an

influence at his post aa njoyved the patrone f the Den : adminis-
inf) t his post and enjoyed th tronage of the Democratic sdminis

09

tration in the State.
Problems however growing out of the re-annexation of Texas and occu-

pation of Oregon set many men on their guard.The rapidly decreasing pro-

portion of the Southern representation in Congress and the disputes over

the introduction of slavery into newly acouired territories increased

their uneasiness.Southerners were everywhere turning to the Constitution.
The Alabamians had geherally renounced nullification as inexPedient

and unconstitutional ,but by the late ﬁartias many of them felt that the
very foundatéons of their welfare and hanniness were threatened.

minority advocated secession. From his office in Tuscaloosa,Samuel
Hale watched the growth within the Democratic party,of an extreme States!
ights group. he saw the rising tide of ssecession sentiment about him
he came to be dominated by a devotion to the ideal of the union this became
the ruling passion.

>amuel Hale could not stop the rising tide.For his opposition to the
members of the Democratic party holding extreme opinions on the doctrine
of States’' Rights he was denounced as an"unsafe"man. By I846 the inevetable
had ha»npened.He was deprived of the patronage of the party and in that year

A Qs A
Céasea

U0 be editor of the Flag of the Union.




7or 2 decade now Hale had made himself one of the people among whom

had lived.He had imbibed Southern notions and the local mode of

=
4

life.The lines were not yet so sharply drawn so Hale decided to re-
turn to his study and practice of law.He sold his interests in Tusca-
loosa and moved to Livingston.

The above facts giving the back ground are from Hunter Farish
what followed after moving to Livingston 1s known by all of its older

-

inhabitants and Alabamsa Historigbs.

Livingston is in the heart of the fertile Black Belt of Alabama.
Sumter had been part of the rich domain of the Choctaws."When they had
relinguished it by the Treaty of the Dancing Rabbit of I830 settlers

had rushed in to seize the rich lands.Soon 1t was peonled almost wholly

by large slave holders and their slaves,This settling of the land re- |

[ —

sulted in much litigation and Sumter became a "Rich haven 'for the .
asniring young lawyer Hale.Here he practiced successfully for many years., l
In many respects these years brought Hale contentment, for in Sumter
were brilliant colleagues,here was a cultivated and hospitable Society
composed larsely of Virginians. Twice Hale married Livingston women
belonging to prominent 7irginian families.His first wife was Mary Ann
0lling and he later married a widow the former Ellen Lee,the richest
woman 1n the county.Through these marriages he became a cotton planter
and large slave awner}ﬁnﬁ yet until t'e war came he called himself a
Union Man and always expressed himself freely.
The years of the war however brought distress to Samuel Hale.
His 1solation became all but complete.He denounced segession as an act
of "criminal fo'ly" and soon he faced personal violence and loss o

property.He was placed with seven Union men to be hanged by enraged




secessionists and his escape he attributed to the timely arrival of
Therman at Atlanta.

When peace came Hale did not long enjoy days of aulet.He was
soon stirred by the course affairs were taking about him.%umter Coun-
ty with its large black population was proving an ¥l Dorado for the
political adventurer.It was soon in an uproar,

Toward the end of I867 Hale wrote a series of elogquent letters
to Senator Henry Wilson of Massachusetts.He warned the Renublican
leader of the unwisdom of the course his narty was pursuing in Alabama
and protested against the domination of the party in the South by a
d as a fellow Republi-

can he now sought to check the course soO madly followed under Radical

In & letter in I868 that reaffirmed his loyalty to the party he
pointed out that with a large body of whites in Alabama,disfranchised,
the negroes,of whom the great majority wers utterly unfitted for the
task would under proposed constitution for the State have it in their
power to make all political decisions.FHe regarded this constitution as

an infamous outrage unp>n civilization.He explisned that he favored

giving the negro a cualified right of suffrage for the present,believing

this was necessary for his nrotection under the new order and thet it

-

would stimulate him to improvement.But he thought it utmost folly to

._.'_'I-

confer upon him,immediately and without condition,full privileges of

citizenship.He warned Senator "ilson th:it the circumstances under which
the two races there foundithemselves were sufficiently antagonistic of

themselves to cause serious apprehension in the minds of all thinking

e e ‘,—I . o . ", = - o - : - - - ¥ i T i ‘- :
men,and that these fears were greatly increased by t diabolical
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the negroes believing that the start in reorganization should be on =2
basis of eoual rights for all men..Hale's appeal had failed.

- i

During the summer of I870 the town of Livingston was thrown into
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panic wheh it was re day set for a Republican

convention there,that a body of armed freedmen was approaching the town
with the purpose of sacking it.The a2larm was spread and the negroes were
Aisbanded by “the ! Sher cFF before they arrived at Tivingston."hatever
their intention had been,serious-minded cltlizens were aghast at the trend
of events, Thi nfértunate affair resulted in the killing of a negro
Baptist preacher who was said to have incited the action of the f{reedmen.
In I870 a group of Tiberal Republicans in the North dispaliring of
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ting at Livingston in the fall of I87I.Hale was now &m 0ld and retired
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om the practice of his pfofession.igain he appeared in the role in

which Joseph Baldwin had cast him.He is induced to aid in driving the
mischief maker out of the land

hen questioned Hale did not concesal or condone injustice snd op-
pression where it hasd occurred.Put he denounced the policies of the
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If you can get in this little ole shack you're
more than welcome. Zou see this room was for coal. Mr,
Lyon over there built it, snd when me.-en my two little
boys rode in here on thelwn train, 1 smuggled
the boys 1q3 we slept in this here shed, then we just stayed
on in it. &and finally the ladies in the town built that
little sleepin' porech you might call it, on to the back
go as the boys could get some fresh air. 'Tain't mueh of
a house, but it beats sleepin' out all right; en anywey it
meant 1 could keep the boys with me and that's what I
wanted to do;x dee, I come from Shelby “Younty, Illinois.
At least, .1 was born there bsck in '82 and I stayved between
two rows of corn till 1 was twenty-one years o0ld. <+hen I
went out to Prandon, Colorado, and homesteaded. I had &k
half section out there and had to farm forty scres for three
years to make proof. I raised mostly cane and a little
¢affér corn. 1 finally put six hundred dollars of mine

and my paw's money into thet place. Put in g? deep well,

- —




know his business, and so I called hit murder. <+he rres-
byterian minister said hit wuzn't nuthin' else. "ell,
after that I took my two little boys and went to fisk, Missouri.
We stmyed there two or three years, 1l can't remember which,.
I worked there for Mr. Lyon =nd when he moved here, I fol-
lowed with his cows. I ¥new hit wuzn't a good idea. You
just can't move €attle too far. I found that out back in
¥issouri. 5Sut he wanted them five cows moved, so I smuggled
my little boys in with me, and I undertook it. <our of them
died, but we got here, and I liked it and we stayed. Mr. Lyon
said they got poisoned on the trip and he collected from the
rail road. 1 don't know about that, but I buried the cows
for him after we got here.

I got here with $3.50, but 1 tore my pants so bad
in the car that the first thing I done I bought myself a
pair of overhauls with part of it. “ight about that time
1l was pretty much worried 'bout what was going to happen
to everybody. <Limes wuz mighty hard, and I had &# hard time.
They wanted to put the little bovs in a home somewhere, but
I didn't have nobody left and so I wanted to keep 'em myself.
I thousght 1 could manage somelbhw. <1hen the relief office
wanted to help us, but 1 was strong and well and I didn't

see no reeson why 4 couldn t get some sort of work without




being a burden on the “overnment, so I piddled 'round.
I didd let a lady give me some clothes for the little

boys - said her boy had outgrow'd 'em, and they helped

out £¥ lot. <hen 6ne day I didn't have no reg'lar job

so 1 got offered one to be jJjanitor at the “ourt House.
£aid twelve dollars &2 week, and that's the best job 1
ever had, ke and the ehillun were gettin' on fine. I
got us a cook, S ole Yegro woman, an she helped me look
after the boys. See it took pretty nearly all my time at the £
vourt House, en 1 wuz skeered thev'd git burnt up or runned
over, en that Court House wuzn't no place for 'em. Yes
me'am, I'd be there now, but I wasn't willing to cover
up all that 1 seen. 1 jes' ain't that sort of man, so I
wrote the vovernor and told him whut went on and so I got
canned. 1 wasn't surprised, but I think 1 done whut wuz
right.

Mr. Coleman in there 1is g} big Paptist, has charge
of the Sunday <chool, an' Mr. #hite is a Preshyterian an'
a good man, he's in charge at his church an' I ain't zot
nothing to say against them. &®ut, of course they sre right

there in the ourt House an' kxnow what I ssaid wuz so. 'Cose




Mr. vhite paid me every week, but that ain't got nothin'

to d0 with me. 4+ihey rnow wh 't gZoes on there, an' if theyv
don't want to let on that ain't none of my business. “ell,

they canned me. <+hey didn't want nobody tellin' on 'em. I

didn't care 'bout nothin' but the boys, an' they had éF hard

time, but 1 talked grhout it to 'em, an' they said I was
ight.

Well, I saved up twelve dollars, an I bought the
shack from Mr, ILyons - that paid for the lumber - an' the
ladies built the boys that little gallery and put sereens
on it and Yunior learned to cook. &Harold's all time buildin'
airplanes, he ai~'t much help. If the war comes, it will
7it both of 'em, I reckon. But they tell me you have to
be pretty smart to run @r airplane.

well, I've kept 'em in school right &flong. I wuz
took out an' put in the field '"fore I harfly started. Junior
does pretty well, but Harold can't learn much exfept jes'
things he wants to know;ﬁrbout, like eirplanes, but the woman

couldn't learn neither. ©he never could read ner write much.

But they show they been raised. “hey ain't & bit mean, an'

they're more agein liquor than L am. I have tried to learnm
'em right an' wrongz. Now them officers in the court House

wanted their Jobs, I reckon, mighty bad. ‘rue, 1 wanted mine,




but not that bad. <hey wanted me to say nothin' an' help

them put over things kike all the drinking some of 'em wuz

doing an' just wouldn't do it. "o the sheriff went before
the Board of “evenue and they fired me. It may have helped
beat him in that last race, I don't know, bug it could have.
Twa'n't long 'fore T got this here job sellin'papers.
4it don't pay much, but it's jes' continually droppin' nickles.
'Cose, there's some loss in collectin', always, but the profits
is the greatest. Not real money in this like the janitor
business, but then . get to fish some and sell a good bit.
cruzht a twenty-nine pound yellow cat bhis morning and sold
him for twelve cents 5% pound and that's right good pay. “hen
il had €/ small one for me an' the boys. +he big one wa'n't
on the hook but the little one wuz. oee the big one was
swallowing the little one, so wa'n't none of 'em no trouble
to take off, but in a little while they'd er both been gone.
Some more though, where they come from. <hen now as it is,
1 has a small garien an' flr cow, so we get more to eat that
WaY .
dell, I ain't sorry I donw whut wuz right. I reads
the Bible and goes by that near as I ean. I read las' night

- 1
'bout Joseph when he was sold into “gypt. 4hat wuz gquite "




thing "hout how his brothers done him an' howmean they wuz
to him. <here's a place where they say #are heed that you
despise not one of these 1ittle ones, for the Angel does al-
ways thc‘f the face of the Father, and the Father's in
“eaven".- il looked in every place in the Sible to see 1if
that angel ever departs from you, but its given to every
child, and that's pretty close connection to Heaven, yes? it
is. S0 1 have my boys say their prayers, they don't miss a
night. That comes from me - where else could it come from.
I1'm all they've got. My grandfather come from Chio and
settled in the woods in illi?ﬂOS. And it wuz customary to
have a Jug of liquor at log rollin's in them days, but they
never could get him in tbe[ﬁﬁéhun; Yes ma'am, we come from

‘emperance folks. OSut 1've got to deliver some more papers,

takes er heap of nicles droppin'to buy the boys shoes!
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