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I told her of my interest in her life story, and she

was pleased. She thanked me with a proud smile •••
rif. -

"There _s not much" my life except struggles---struggles

to be what I wanted to be struggles to exist •••

•

, and in religion."

"I was seven years old when I began school. I began my

But the text was soon changed to

'teacher promoted ~e to the thitd grade while I was still

seven years old. I saw my father paying out money for our

schooling and I made up my mind that he would not waste his

money on me. I studied hard; for I wanted my parents to be

swinton's .Iord Primer ~d to McGuffey's first reader. I learned
r

BO fast---" Mrs. Tucker's white teeth shone with a smile--- "That

study in the blue-back speller.

of me.
" e lived in Barbour County where the land was poor,

had a"My Dad always expressed regret for not havi

but my father was a good provider. He kept our home happy

by raising plenty of food-stuff.

chance to get an education. So he said: 'I promised God that

if I had any children I ould surely sse that they gst an
.education and not have to suffer embarrassment, as I had to

suffer. '

,
"1ly mot her suggested to Dad that he stop us fran school

long enough to help get the cotton out before a gale came

and blew the cotton out of the field. I remember very well my

Dad said: 'No; a gale may coms any time and blow my cotton

away, but ~o gale can blo the education out of my children's

heads.' so we didn't stop school to go to work that time.
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"I was studying very hard to be a school teacher at this

time, but at the age of eleven I saw my dream shattered. My father

died. He leoft eight children, and I wall the oldest of~ the

lot. That me~t the end of my ambitoon to be a teacher.

"l1y father had been a highly respected gentleman. Both

whi te and colored respected and loved him. /hen he died the
•

white people all stopped their gins and all their work Until after

the funeral. I always remember my parents as fine examples of

womanhood and manhood. y mother had aJl-l\ common education,

but my father was an illiterate, but he had good co=on sense.

The 1 seons ~ Ded taught us on virtue and thrift will never

leave me.

"OUr family was a ve~y religicus one; we always had

family prayer. The sabbath was a sacred day; no one cut wood,

mil~d cows, or did anything like Qrk on the Lord's day.

"The Lord," went on Mrs. Tucker, "warned my Dad of his death
Dad

six months before he died. ~ c lled us one day and said:

"'I can't stay with you-all much longer; and when the Lori's

call comes, I 11 not need a doctor. Study long as you can

in school and always be honest and serve the Lord.'

"On November 18, 1901, my father fell dead.

"My mother carried on the best she could. She tried to run

the farm, at which she was successful for four years. The boys

left home, and mother had to give up the farm. e all worked by

the day for 501/.) after getting rid of the farm.

"At this time my mother took me from school. She told

me she could not send me to school and meet her other obligations.

But still there ....ere struggles and discouragements, and my mother

made up her mind to marry again.



•
• -4-

"I hated the man she decided to marry; I begged and pIe aded

with my mother not to marry the man she had picked out, but I

soon saw there was no use. So I decided to get married, even

if I was not ready to marry. I was determined not to stay with

a step-fether. I reasoned that I would probably get myself

talked about. By marrying I would save my good neme. I knew that

in growing up in my community thet you mus t keep your go od neme,

or no intelligent family would recognize you. So at sixteen I was

m'rried.

"The first year of our married life, Charlie, my husband, worked
on sh

on wages of 12 per month. After that he worked

for a long time. He gathered turpentine.
an existence

" i th the year 1909, came""""" t hat I will always remember.

It was a hard year for me. Y husband and I lived down on Pea River.

Here all the people gambled. Even the women went out and picked

boxes of turpentine to gemble with; they lived lives of infidelity

too.

" husband could not stand the temptetion; he joined them

in be ing unfai thful h9Sbands. any a day I wished I had never

been born. I sopped lard gravy for six months. I had one dress

which cost 5¢ per yard. This dress I would pUll off at night,

wash, dry, and press so that I could wear it the nsxt day. I often

felt thet I could not go on, but I could could hear my marriage

vows ringing in my ears: 'For better or worse.' I could

hear my father saying: 'Always be honest, be a lady.' I made up my

mind that I would stand up and take my lot. Yet at times I cursed,

at times cried. I seldom laughed. And I oftened praysd, and it

was those prayers that kept me and which are still IkeePing me.
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"One dey I told my husband that I did not went to raise my

children down on Pea River. He ented to stay, but I was detremined

to get away from that wicked River. I remembered having read:

'Keep flex from fire and use from gaming tabla s.· I knew that

gambling as and is a crime. I knew it broke one of the ten"
g..ommendments. President. ashington, said that "the man

who treasures gambling is a child of avarice end brother of
I'iniquity. The devil invented gembltng to trap suckers. Gambling

starts with a dollar and ends with a mortgage. 1hen a man becomes

broke he will mortgage anything to gr~tify his mean love of gambling.

Old Daddy rooster has a better principle; for when he crows bl' s

wi th hi s family, while the gambler is in some high buildin or

low din gembling by a dim light. Beware of him standing on

corners indulging bad company, and disrespecting his rearing•••

"I made up my mind that this was a bad place to bring up mu

children. I persuaded my husband to move to Troy where we

stayed two years, and from there we moved to Henry County to work

on shares.

"In Henry County I ?Orked hard all the time. I washed

for my baby at noon and at night I would feed my children,

bathe them, put them to bed; and then I cooked my dessert for

the next day. cleaned my house, and took my bath. Than I sat down

to read my Bible or some other good book until two or three o'clock

in the morning. Breakfast was at four. I didn't do this every

night; for I had to have sleep. I arranged to sit up one night and

sleep the next night. I was trying to enlighten myeelf so I would

know what the pr acher was ~alking about when I went to church. I

became a Christian. I had joined the church at fourteen, and I
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God I ...ould al...ays serve him if he ...ould help~e to get clothes

for my children and myself; so ...e could go to church Ihenever

had been trained to. love my church and to try~ to keep in

sight of educated groups.
"Of all my Christian. experiences, the hymn: I Did Not Love

y Shepherd's Voice and Would Not Be controlled moved me most. It

started the prayer ...heel turning in my soul'. The words of this

song caused me to give my heart to God. Jhen I "'as brin-ing up

my family, I could not attend church as much as I desired. Often

I ...ould not have a dress or a pair of shoes to ...ear. I promised

we ...anted to go.
"God ans ...ered my prayers. J,ly husband bec8llle a changed man.

He bought me a home and he gives~ our f8lllily the best he

can afford. I 8lll happy. !hat ...e have may not seem much to

others, but it is like heaven to me, and I mean to serve God

than a doctor, but she did not kno....

"I 8lll a proud mother of ten children.

until I died.

She thought

I almost lost "" f1..)1
told me a mid-...ifeMy motherfooling with mid-wives.

health~

...as better

mid-wife is not to be compared
able to tell anyone that

with a doctor.

she ...as telling me the best thing to do. With my last t ...o

child-en I had a doctor and I felt much better. I 8lll no'"

"I 8lll not allowed to vote. If I were, I sure ould

vote against ...hisky ••• "
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Mary Gete Her Dee!ree

R.L. P.
con County

Aug.24, 1939

This very attr....etiVB and convenient farm home i8 about 12 miles north of
cr oainted

Tuskegee. 'IlIB honse eets about 100 fest from U.s Franklin and ra ville hi hv:ay.

~ ie a pre_ty little bungalow that is sure to get a second look from passerbys.

On the porch are ~ot flowers and porch chairs with write slip over covers. On

eaCJ side of tl:e fate entering tl e lane leading up to this lovely house is a iWi't

rock column aoout four feet hi~ in nich are gro~n~ ~retty cedars. Several

bushes of 6repe lSyrtle are growing ~uet inside by these colwms. ~n

~eGreens~bbery growe along the rock lined lane u to the yard whsre

v~rbenas sre blooming along the walk to the eonerete ste 8.

The lawn ie a thin of beauty. There lies on the lsft of tlie larbs lawn

a lovely rock garcien where ~roWB zenias, verbenas and daisies. A large shady

pecan tree stands to the lsft of the lawn about 15 feet from left cornsr of the arch

u~er which are two green la chaire. Pretty green ehrubbery (eome flowering)grows

all around the hOU8~. picturesque little flower garden of roses and other flowers

~.4,
lay on the rigl.t ck side of the la..." where ~-rses, butterflise and hnmmi.ng birds.

A fence ,f shurboery divides the front yare from the back yard. Setting on the ri ht

i~ the back ie a large barn and etable, ~earby is a chicken house and other little

houses for various uses. There were lots and lote of plymouth roek and white

lsghoTn chickens, in and around the stable. Peach, fig, and pear treee were hanging

with lucioue fruit. A flower garden ie in the b ck aleo. A well with concreted

curbings is on the back with a rope and bucket hangi"( from 8 post ovsr the wsll.

a dioper and a cup ie hanging there for ?8seerbys. Of course thie well ie to be replaced

very eoon by the "overnment PUlll':> eyete:n. The governmsnt aleo has the Dixie line

electricity out on this farm.

When I told ry my mie.ion, ehe hesitated at firet. fter I expl insd
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why and for who. I wanted the iatoT:lII!.tion, St,. agreed to give it to ne. So many

eo Ie visit. this rather unusu 1 woman who has achieved an enviable r.nutation.

She was peeling Baches and they were nice ripe 80ft ones. She likes to

share, 80 ~ both enjoyed the luscious fruit. As W8 ate she began to tell me

about hereelf,

"I wao born right here in thio commulity ( t, Zion) January 1, 1876. I can

rememoer very well how religiou8 and good my mother was. She was a faithful

chrlstia.n and &1_Y8 bad family rayer. She taUfbt u" to kneel when we woulo. pray.

I can remember t t ~ dad would sit up as ~e kneeled oacausa he waln't ~ christian.

~y ther' 0 ily christian living ani oraying convertod rr;y dad. Ee joined the

church and beeaDe a deacon. ·tie made my mother hapyy. She livea to Bee all of U8

join the church.

II y parente ",re farms-Te nd al-.ys worked hard and tried to teach all of

U8 to work. y dad wao brought h.re from ~eGeor~iaa 81a7e. hight he 0 on

thio same epot my dad and mother boutht 320 acre. ich belonged to th~ write people

to whom my parents had been elaveo. The white pooole sai~ that thoy wanted their

'egroeo to Iot.ve the land.

"1 aU- rted to Bchool wen I wa. seven years old. y first te~cher'8 ~e was

"-T. ruch Pote. Oh, I was 00 happy to etart to echooL I worried lIlOther long

before it was t~~ for me to start to school. Ie could not not start to Bchool

u~til we were seven y~rl old. I do not remember having one fight i~ Bchool.

There ~ere two dietinwt classes in our school. One of theee classe. was called,

fat boy'. class and the Pretty girl'. cla80 to which I helonged.

"I can remember how I alwaye wanted eomsthing pretty for the houee even when I

wae a little girl. I _de my fir ... quilt whon I wao about eight yeare old. ,en

they would aek "'" what I wanted the Santa to bring me , I would alwayo aell: for

va.ell for the m.ntle when I got a house of my own. I had seen large'" .eveD room

homeo, about three of them in the community, of couree thoy bolonged to white
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people. I waa a little girl but I had hopea of aome day owning a aeven room houae,

nicel,. furnished, like those three .....en room hous•• in our cOmDlln1ty. Even

though I had never aeen a Negro in auch house I believed that it was possible for

anyone to work and eave and get a beautiful home. And if this wes possible I

had a .nd that I ,..,uld be one to own such a home.

"Aside from a beautifully furnishad hoce I longed to own a fountain pen,

a watch and chain and a pair of noee glass.s." Pere she laughed and B8.id,1l I

have to year gla8s8e no1l'and I dont find it 80 pleasant as I dreame(,.. when I wall a girl~

"1 learned from ':I1'/ mother, at an early age to loye Sunday Ichool and

church. hUe I • quite young, I remember a sermon the pastor preached when I

was a child, but I was a christian, his text was,'De1ight Thyself in !he Lord,

~d He Shall Give Thee the Desires of Thy Heart'. I believed this statement,

together with my mother's faithful christian life helped me to struggle ind

Ifflttll sbiva to get thoae thinga which were the deeires of my heart. Yes... I

believed trAt if I would try to aerve the Lord that he 170 1d help ma to realize

my desiree. I alwaya went to Sunday achoo1 and church and tried to do what I could

in my church and community to help m·ke it better. I tried and ati11 do try to

help in Ghrists program to evan~slizs ths

do all that I can as far as I know.

r1d. I may can't do much, but I

"1 wal not able to go on &s rar a. I wanted to in school. So anxioul

was I to go to school that then I had a chanca to go to Tusksges, I was happy

oven though I did not bave but fifteen cento. It was in 1895 I went to Tuskegee.

At this tims you did not bave to pay an entrance fes. I worked in ths day and ent 0

to school at ni~ht. I worked the first year in the Teacher'e home. I worked

the next year for lira Penry and the ..ext year I 'fOrked in the sewilljl; room. I

had only one aDron, but I washs thct a~ron in the evsning, I would get up sar1y

iron that a eon on the lamp ehimmn.,. and mate a clean

I got so bare for c10thea that . s Hichardson, Capt.

appearanc b the next day •

. chardeon l II wife that'
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In those nays we had plenty fine smart chilcren who would come to Icheolthsm.

at the Institute went to the "barrel room"a.nd got me 80me clothese She was a ~

Idss Laure bry then. At Tuskegee in those~t~e~ people~~~~~
send barr.l of cloth.s down for oar childrsn. Th.y had pl.nty Chil~O~~.d • ~

V
bare and penniless. They were oor but ambitioul d~ Booker T. sa... to it that

these poor ambitious children were given a chance. I YnS one of these children who

wanted a chance. I was given a chance and I worked as hard as I studied. y

health failed me and I bed to stop school. As I r.call about my fift ••n c.nts

that I ead wh.n I .ntered school, the funny thing I had ttAt fifte.n c.nts ...hen school

clos.d. I was afreid if I spent my fiftesn cents, something would turn up that I

needed it worse for, so I held tight to that money.

"I decideo to g.t I1Ilrried. I wes only fifteen ...hen I ....rri.d the first time.

I mar ied Henry ~Kenzie. ~y life wes shock.d by a mob who lynched him. A lr.

Johnie Sigler. wes found dead and th.y suspicioned that my husband did it. £h.y

had his trial hut the jury split on it. a the side that wanted him hUDi took

him • nd lynched him.

"I didn't let this comrd ms down. I decicded to ...ork and try to make a

mark in lifs so that some on. would know th~t I lived and had not lived in vain.

Book.r T.Wsshington would go round l.cturing to farm.rs, h....ould alway. t.ll us

to bring .omething to town with us to s.ll .0 .... could have a little cash to g.t

the thing..... ne.d.d without going in d.bt for .verything. I took this in and

profited by it. Th.n • .hington would teach the farm.rs to raise pl.nty food stuff

this I did and it m.ant .0 ch to me. .r-en he would send county agent. around

I al....y. coo"e tsd with teem and I al....y. found that th.y could h.lp us in our

farm roblems.

"I _de a sad mistake when I _rried my second husband. F.e was the t"J'pe

who aid not want anything. His nom • 8 ~o8t.r Simpson. e had 80me land where .e

....re trying to farm. This land s just '" .•Ung a....y. I did r.ot kno... anytl ing about
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torracin out I did know that if a ditch wa_ dug acros_ the field it would prevont

tho .._hing away of all the rich _oil. y husband seemed perfectly s tlsfied about

th_ land ..e ing a oy. I _tudied the direction_ of the

would di~ ditches to prevent it. I told

eh and I deci ed ...

ehould be done. He cursed me out Out I was dete 'ne about whet I thougtt ~s

ri ht so I marked the itch by dig ing hole_ along and then a ued with 'oster

until ws ar"uod into a figH and then I e helped me to dig the ditches. "his

would hap on every spring. An r~lI""nt, fight and then tl>e "itches. I wo",ld

rake +ho ditch.. 1lU help with all tho hard work aro",nIl Ue farm for I wanted something.

I boarded the teachsr_, t ..t in sewiDf ond did every thing I could possiblo do to

•try to fix "'p my little h~ble home. o had only one room and a dirt floor kitchen.

t I had Isen over to ske~.e tte nice toilets and I wanted one. I wanted a

dinr.i room tO~3J r tore do~ ~ old shed that we

toilot myself. I took some of t e boards and made

id not need and

a .,:titien in my

built a

kitchon no r.ade

a dinning room. "'be neighhors 8!lW my toilet and my otter fixinre around 80 tiley followed.

I was t e fir_t in my community to own a toilet. 'efore this tillie we all had thought

the ~od. afforded & rood enough ~l~ce for a natural toilet ••

"I kept on tryinr to make little additions to the home and tryinr to fix it

so it would look attractive and this uld malee my husband IIl!1d. .e ju_t could

not agree. Ho treated me _0 bad that I just .ent to court and aSksd for a divorce •

.•_11 tt.o court gavo him everything, even tho forty acros of land we worked together

and bought. I did have forty acr.. of land my fathor left for me. But I did not ha....

a mule or nothing to otart my farm on tho following yoar. But I still remembered,

"Delight thysolf in th_ Lord and He _hall give thee the desires of thy heart". I

still had faith in God.

"I had gone through so Jr.Uch bad treatment from rtf husband that I had nervoue

indigestion and tho doctor had to put me on malted milk for a long tine.

« co... k
....to too ..e •

""nc! w< .0 partud, to Ollicl, "Sho' 0 too uu
.",•• tho

14'''. bo
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"I had a .on in __ Cincinnati, Ohio. ". decid.d to com. do· and h.lp

me on the farm. This was in 1918. After the ctope ~ere 1 id by , my Ion Clarence

LcK.n,i. W1UIt to trainicg camp it Tu.k."•• In.titut.. _ V. md••ight bal••

of cotton for which I got forty c.nt. (40F) a pound. Th. gov.rnm.nt gave m. ,15

for", .on and this h.lp.d m. to pay the d.bt of +1011.75 and to b~y back the

forty "cr•• which t~. court gave 'tty husband. I .truR~l.d hard this y.ar to do

th••• tting.. I did a lot. of p.ddling and workinr, at ni:ht. t ~i. tim. I .... so

anrious to pay cebts and start fixing u . home t~ t I had one dress for ~unday

and goi to to snd on. pair of .li~p.rs wiich I b,U[ht for 501. I wEnt to c. urch

and ...s not sr~. for I b.li.v.d so strong that if I delig~ted in t~. Lord ane Hi.

works that I would have som.thi some day.

" ,hile my son was in training at uskegee he met and married fettia Postoak,

o~1~el1 queen. She helped mg lO~8 at that time. I r.ad 8o~eone working on halves and

I always C_Tliee gooa insurance on my little home. . en the house burned ~ insuranc e

8 paid.

" • laura Da':'ly and • <ob.rt urston was rieconstratore at t 18 time and is

yet. They tau·ht e h07 to do pro~~r terracing an1 to plant wint_r cover crops

,ich ha. i roved my land .0 v.ry ~ch. I contir.u.d to p.ddle to helD my.elf

80 a8 to keep out of deb.. ! nted to ~ut that i leur ce into a new ho_e.

• Dailr made my plan. and h.lp.d ~. with the pl n. for this n.w home w ich I am

in now. The hou•• co.t 2000. i),e i .urance.... 1700. I put that 1700 into

the hou•• and furnish.d it and ~v.d into it in 1930. irht after this the pric.s

on cotton dropp.d to five and six cents per pound. This l.ft me with a big debt.

I had aLOtl,er hard .trugd., but I k "t faith. In 1933 t.re governm.nt had t •. e

f.rmer. to olow up t~.ir cotton and was allowing 101 oound and ••timating a-half

bel. to th. acr.. I h d twenty acres planted. So I ulled through that dark

lnot. I r~v. gladly followed the plan. of the gov.rnm.nt .v.ry .,nc••

h.lp.d m. to have clear to dJY my on. hundred nd 8i htr acre. of lar4.
It has

Th.
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