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NOT MUCHE TO MY LIFE EXCEPT STRUGGLES Rhussus L. Perry
Plunmett Rhett Tucker (Negro) R.V. Waldrep, reviser

NOT MUCH TO MY LIFE EXCEPT STRUGGLES

I met Plummett Rhett Tucker at the Baptist Woman's
State Convention. But before I met here she spoke on the
drink-question, When 1 got the chance I extended my hand
to her and congratulated her on her speech.

she 1s a slim, dark woman of 49 years; she welghs
hundred-thirty pounds, and is five feet tall., Her face 1s
round, and when I spoke of her speech 1t beamed beneath the
soft, black hair that is parted and lowered over dark, brown
eyes. As she Sﬁokﬁ)hEﬁ‘ voilce was clear, demanding, and
sincere,

e walked to a seat, and I noticed that her gaif was
guick and erect, She was dressed in a black and white figured

. Lo

"l try to thank ﬂnd}express myself in the best way I know

how,” she told me, as we took seats off to one side of the

building. "I am deeply interested in_} the drink~question




and in religion.”

T told her of my interest in her life story, and she
was pleased. She thanked me with a proud smiles..

#There s not muchJ;H.my l1ife excépt strugiles---struﬁgles
to be what 1 wanted TO be--=-struggles 1o exist.ee

"T was seven years old when 1 begen school. I began my
gstudy in the hlue-back speller. But the text was so00n changed t0
swinton's Vord F?imé; and to MeGuffey's first reader. I learned
so fast--=-" MIrs. TUCkéT'S white teeth shone with a smile--- "That
m$ teacher promoted Me to the thi#d grade while 1 was still
seven yeaers old. T saw my father paying out money for our
sechooling end I made up my mind that he would notv waste his
money On me, i studied hard; for 1 wanted my parents to be
F@oud of me.

nje lived in Barbour County where the land was poor,
but my father was & good provider, He kept our home heppy
by raising plenty of food-stuff.

"My Dad always expressed regret for notv having had a
chance to get an education, So he salad: + T promised God that
if T had any children T would surely see that they get an
education end not have to suffer smbarrassment, as I had O
suffer.’

"My mother suggested to Dad that he stop us from school
long enough TO help get the cotton out before a gale came
and blew the cotton out of the field. I remember VvVery well my

Dad said: 'No; =& gale may come any time and blow my cotion

away, but go gale can blow the education out of my children's

S0 we didn't stOp school to go to work that time.

heads.'




"T was studying very hard to be 2 school teacher at this
time, but at the age of eleven I saw my dreem shattered. My father
died, He left eight children, and I was the oldest of Jmmmx T he
lot. That megntithe end of my ambitoon to be a teacher.

"My father had been a highly respected gentleman, Both
white and colored respected and loved him, /hen he died the
white people 2ll stopped their gins and all their work uwntil after
the funeral. I always remember my parentis as fine examples of
womanhood and manhood. My mother had a jmm common education,
but my father was an illiterate, but he had gocd common sense,

The lcéssons mii Dad taught us on virtue and thrift will never
leave me,

"Our family was a very religious one; we always had
family prayer, The sabbath was a sacred day; no one cut wood,
miféd cows, Oor did anything like work on the Lord's day.

"The Lord,"” went on Mrs. Tucker, "warned my Dad of his death

Dad
six months before he died, ’-‘ cclled us one day and sald:

"%I can't stay with you~-all much longer; and when the Loré&'s
call comes, I will not need a doctor, Study long as you can
in school and always be honest and serve the Lord.!

"On November 18, 1901, my father fell dead.

"My mother carried on the best she could, She tried to run
the farm, at which she was successful for four years. +he boys
lef't home, and mother had to give up the farm. We all worked by
the day for 50¢}after getting rid of the farm.,

"At this time my mother took me from school. She told

me she could not send me to school and meet her other obligations.,

But stlill there were struggles and discouragements, and my mot her




"T hated the men she declded T marry; -+ begzed and ple aded

with my mother not to marry the man she had picked out, but 1
soon saw there was no use. So I decided to get married, even

if I was not ready to marry. 1 was determined not to stay with

o

a step-father. I reasoned that I would probably get myself

weme., 1 knew that

a1

talked about. By marrying 1 would save my good

p your good name,

b

in growing up in my community that you must ke

or no intelligent family would regognize you. So at sixteen I was

nThe first yeer of our married life, Charlie, my husband, worked
on sh
on weges of £12 per monih. After that he worked {

for a long time., He gathered turpentine.
an existance

"with the year 1909, f:a:r;eH that T will always remember,

It was a hard year for me., My husband and I lived down on Pea River,
Here all the people gambled. Even the women went out and picked
boxes of turpentine to gemble with; they lived lives of infidelity
00,

"My husband could not stand the temptation; he Jjolned them

in being unfaithful hysbands. dgny a day I wished 1 had never

bean born.

sopped lard gravy for six months., I had one dress
which cost 5¢ per yard. This dress I would pull off at night,
wash, dry, end press so that I could wear it the next day. I often
felt that I could not go on, but I could could hear my marriage

VOWS P ringing in my ears: *'For better or worse.' I could
\

hear my father saying: 'Always be honest, be s lady.' I made up my

mind thet I would stand up and take my lot. Vet at times I cursed,
at times eried., I seldom laughed, Anc .

was those prayers that kept me and which are still ‘keeving me o

oftened prayed, =snd 1t




"One day I told my husband that I 4id not want to raise my
children down on Pea River, He wanted to stay, but T was detremined
to get away from that wicked River. I remembered having read:

'Keep flax from fire and use from gaming tables.' T knew that
gembling was end is a crime, I knew it broke one of the 1&1‘1’
commandments, Fresident Washington, said 4etemmmm that "the man

who treasures gsmbling is & child of avarice and brother of
1niouity.H The devlil invented gambling to trap suckers. Gambling
starts with a dollar and ends with s mortgege, When a man becomes
broke he will mortgage anything to gratify his mean love of gambling.
Old Daddy rocster has a better principle; for when he crows k's
with his family, while the gambler is in some high buildinz or
low din gembling by a dim light. Beware of him standing on
corners indulging bad company, and disrespecting his rearing...

"I made up my mind that this was a bad place to bring up mu
children., [ persuaded my husband to move to Troy where we
stayed two years, and from there we moved to Henry County to work
on shares,

"In Henry County I worked hard all the time. I washed
for my baby at noon and at night I would feed my children,
bathe them, put them to bed; and then I cooked my dessert for
the next day, cleaned my house, and toock my bath., Then I sat down
t0 read my Bible or some other good book until two or three o'clock
in the morning. Breaskfest was at four., I didn't do this every
night; for I hed to have sleep., I arranged to sit up one night and
sleep the next night. I was trying to enlighten myself so I would

know what the preacher was talking about when I went to church, I

became a Christian, I had joined the church at fourteen, and I

e




Iy

had beeln trained to. love my church and %O try‘ to keep in

sight of educated groupse.
nOf all my Christian experiences, the hymn: I Did Not Love
shepherd's Voilce and Would Not DBe controlled moved me most. Ib
erted the prayer wheel turning in my soulf. The words of this
to give my heart to God. #hen T was bringing up
T could not attend church as much as I Aesired. Often
would not have a dress Or & pair of shoes to wear. I promised
tod T would always Serve nim if he would help me UO get clothes
for my children and myself; SO We could go TO church Wwhenever
we waented TO EO.
nGod answered my prayers. My husband became a changed mane
He bought me a home and he givesﬁ our family the best he
can afford, 1 am happy. #hat we heve may not seem much to
others, but it 1is like heaven 10 me, and I mean to serve God
until I diled.
wT am a proud mother of ten children. I almost losd o huy
healthﬁ fooling with nid-wives. My mother told me a mid-wife
was better than a doctor, but she did not know. She thought
she was telling me the best thing TO do, With my las?t two
children I had & doctor end I felt much betier. I am now
sble to tell any one that aH mid-wife is not to be compared
with |
not sllowed to vote, 1f I were, 1 sure would

‘I"zst -.:frhizk}r‘ . ’H
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Sary Gets Her Desires

t iaf tio sie . t ve S50 many
why and for whom 1 wantec e informetion, sne agreec o g£1 it t 0. o)

hieved an enviable repuitaition.
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us to work, v ded wae brought here from RiF*k*Eki¥eGeorgia 2 elave. Hight neie On

thie same spot my dad and mother bought 320 acres which belonged to the white people
to who y parents A been slaves, Ths ite peonle saicd that they wanted thelr
Negroes 1o e the lang,
'T start to school when a8 seven years old. y first teacher’'s name was
r. nRich Pots, hy I was 80 poy to start to school., I worrie er lon
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il we were seven veers old, I do not remember having one fight in school.

lhere were two distinet classes in our school, One of these classes was called,
fat boy's clase and the Pretty girl's class to which I belonged,

I can remember how T 2lways wented something pretty for the house even when I
was & little girl. T made my first quilt when I was about eight years old, When
they would ask me what T wanted the Santa to bring me , I would always ask for

vases for the mantle when I get a house of my own, I had seen large seven room

homes, about three of them in the community, of course they belonged to white




Mary Vets L&y solres
3

neople. I was a little girl but I had hopes of some day owning a seven room house,

m

nicely furnished, like those three seven room houses in our community. Even

rll

I

though I had never seen a Negro in such house I believed that it was possible for

any one to work and save and get & beautiful home. And if this wes possible I
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ven the forty acres of land we worked together
and bought, did have forty acree of land my father left for me. But I did not have
& mule or nothing to start my farm on the following year. But I still remembered,
"Delight thyself in the Lord and He shall give thee the desires of thy heart”.
8till had faith in God,
"I had gome through so much bad treatment from gy husband that I had nervous

indigestion and the doctor had to put me on malte
‘hen th‘

deecong uake iy husband wIy Wwe parted, } said, "P;he'ﬁ 100 damned hiE". winded., She
wvantes t00 much,




-

M I Get st Har: Desires:o; 6

im
-
L
Pt
-
oy
*
-
[—
b
44
—
e

|| T 2F & F - -: - ~ . 4 -~ g 1 - - - = ~ ] ] r = =
had a son in SExR#&¥E Cincinnati, Ohio. @ decided to ¢o

]
-J
.
)
L
a2
ct
O
-
r
»
p
|
-
b
~f
1}
Ll
bt
!
el
-
3
o
-
-
{
o
(1}
™

" 1 - A 3 f } l -~ = $ w 4 3 = T d - 9 117 TE . Ly .
LA il S0OHn Nna Gill I1C Bl g Ll = - = ! ) 1 L[.' i e I o ELLIL LD | ua G LILO
A e LT Tl . - | ‘ . g . | T ~ . ] 3 4 X e E
¥ [ | ! = ] ( ]
- - L.llII - - - ¥ e - - T L \ . * 4 [ ] = .Jl l ':-.. e - i & o - - L j "-‘J
- 5 % g -
g asa y e v 1 T - o - . 1 - - N | - -
- - L - k. 8 - i = sk W W - wib m - b | i & 4 R = a e i e b ke i el e - G =18
“Bakw L= i T - ol = ¥ P o TE . . ] H . | 1 - . . -
- PN ot - L } g " b Ll - 1
i - ik L L o - - e i - i . a - ¥ - & A - BLA . a'. '.._, o g = < i - 4 & =
o
. - & - 3 = - " - / '
A 1 1 - yo . 4 _— " —_ ' — - ——
M & 4 - & — e e . . ,f] . = ik i | I - Al ¢
.:_'- - - - - F & = = : - F. ———— P A —— - - 1 F g | el = - T y= ¥ ..r-.-‘ f
[ - a - & e . i ' 4 Wd R - ok ¥ - - ' alied 4 -y ke
— . - - 1 1 - - - - - -
o' & - . - n . - & - w
1 1 14 . - B e J - 1 F ' J 1 L
i | I L - =8l = ¥ I 4 = [ BT N1
L - ' = = . - ! - & & ke - e - = TR & ’
1 13 b o =" - 1 . 4 ! %
ks M 1 =1 i a8l ne - = o . . : g o5 a st wils .
o e e \ = AL @ A - - i - ¥ L . 1’.. - 31 SIS A e w24 I LR - i
| P - ol - \ - "] = Foym 1 - 4 ala =
_ . 20 Lnsuran 1 T 1TT10 NC . n { : irne Yy iasuranc e
. e bt i
& T
el | 3 1 - YT L - & y = z B il e R el =, : -
- - - & a i @ i | AL & p it B . - 40 & G b E E ¥ "N o ke - =0 WLN s &
& i . |
- ™ : - | . :" . - -~ ] - g - - - - ¥ - - -
v ! - i e ad -l 4 L - & -
"~ XT - - 1 . - & . 1 1 2 =
. " 3 Y 2 . — . - - T = :
d a | . 4 f LA 1 ' -~ 4. o = LE-1-FW
-
= - - - - - = y
Al o L = A& @ - L’ t}' L 1 95 10 e ' ¥ i T ! - Y -
- & = . = ¥ - - - - - ol i L - L e L]
. -
- - - ¥ L] - - .
, o . . i L1 i ]
- - - - . ia an . "B - .
- & d I‘ il . . . | % Ly A A ke - C i ‘_- . et & - Ll
¥ - 1 = “pe— | alala B
e & d 8 . - ! C i a ranc r 1 1 ’ . - 1f -
4 = - - & . e il L = | & L [ " L L OO0
i ‘ 1] 2 T ¥ 7 | S 4 4 . & el : J . o . f . . f
. . L4 i ] . 1 | I TET T ] I LB E
ks & o o - ks A4 L i 1 ) e ! " _— ] - - aha‘u.r'\..--L
] el & - - = - : 1
W { Jt i) I I | 3 1ri - u _— - P Wy A i~ * : ..
- W | i ) ] i = i f 3 ¥ .- 3 = f . - s
e W il -...4..:{ i - '.'..-'I F:lll.l.ll ™ e | . v .': = ,J..T:-'- i sl v e
E { :' | T ¥ 1 - ] —d m_ » a9 ) :
i e , b & ] a . " C | ¥ 1.. I-l & .:.--'l\f' | L I...-
. — 4 - . - » J
_l L L I ] .II | | ¥ = T ¥ - - . - x .‘ : g w— - b | . — - - 1 1 [
¥ 7 ke B i i 1 3 ¥ [a \ o F ' T
e - = & i = . . vl LG L L
- 1 —
.r - -I. - n ‘— 'h"' i - _‘_ - E _ - - = 2
= - L . i t _:T 1 - raa ™I BNTEe ' Y ! ; + 1 .~ + 1 . "
v J - . L t2 i B Rk ol Tl Y| l o L A o 4 r \ & Ak
i - - . . -
= i - . - - . | .
& * L] = .‘r__ L | 1 1 3 ] [ ¥ ¥ - . L ‘:}I STy = ok 3" —. r T = -
- = = 4 > 4 & st W - ¥ i - & 4 W i .
= . . " i - -
Sl . ne A ¥ -;"i-_ I': L 1 - -i ok - bl - -~ e F - -~ & " — . -T- = . r ; LT
- - = L= : 4 DL i o ke | &bl CD o A | LI ® “dalnd










	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01043
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01044
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01045
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01046
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01047
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01048
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01049
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01050
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01051
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01052
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01053
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01054
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01055
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01056
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01057
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01058
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01059
	ALAB0002D_WPA-AL-writer-proj-life-histories-stories-SG022773_01060

