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Project # 4454 Federal Writers Project WPA Page # 1. /et lo
' "Docsor*. Dr. P.P, Salter. 343 Eufaula, Street.

"He calls neo hour of day or night his own,
Through heat or cold he goes his rounds alone;
Here, to bring some meortal inte being,

There, to ease some soul that must be fleeing.
He listens earnestly to tales of grief,
Forgets himself that he may give relief

To bodies suffering, or torured minds;

In service to all men his pleasure finds.

May God forever bless him with His grace,

For when he goes, oh, who will take his place"?

L LR R 22
A veteram of the World War and a man that has been equally patriotic
in times of peace, a man that is beloved by all who know him, a man of

irrisistable charm, and a friend to man.

Eufaula's oldest physician. He located in Eufaula in 1921, coming as
associate with Dr. W.S, Britt te Britt Infirmary. He has spent his life of
supreme affection, unwearied zeal and arduous labors as physician of Euf-
aula. He is ene of the most outstanding doctors of Alabama, and has done
much to conserve the health of his city through his unusual ability as a
surgeon, and general practitioner with untiring service, not only in Euf-
aula but in the surrounding country,Alabama, Georgia and Florida, day and
night, in fair weather or stormy weather.

He is active in all affairs of the growth and progress of Eufaula and

takes a leading part in the civic and social 1ife of the city. He is one of

Alabama's most successful, beloved and popular physicians.
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"I was born at Evergreen, Alabama. My father was Mitchell B. Salter,
prominent planter and owner of a large plantation in that community. I
attended Southwest Ala. Agricultural College, Evergreen, graduating in
1967. I was an academic student at the University of Alabama, receiving
Wiy Pachelor of Science degree in 1911, and Masters Degree in 1912. My
medical education was obtained at Tulane University, New QOrleans, La.;

graduating in 1916. Was a mamber of the Phi Gamma Pelta fraternity and

phi Kappa Psi Med. Frat., the Alpha Omega Alpha, an honorary Medical Greek

letter fraternity and Phi Beta Kappa. From 1914 until 1916 I was instruc-
tor in Physiology and Anatomy at Tulane, served my internship at Charity
Hospital, New Orleans.®For eight months, after leaving school, Dr.Salter
was Field Director for the State Board of Health and when the World War
was declared he volunteered. He was instructer at the Army Medical School
at Washington, and after the war was directer of the Alabama State Lab-
oratory and Pasteur Institute. He tock a post-graduate course at New York
at Rockfeller Institute, specializing in surgery at Charity Hospital, New
Orleans, and cmme to Fufaula in 1920. In 1922, he established his own
hospital, which is a beautiful institution and solely owned by Dr. Salter.
The fame of "Salter Hospital" is known over Alabama, Georgia and Fla.
It is one of the most modern and best equipped in the State. It af-
fords the people of Eufaula and vicinity as . :finehospital facilities as
can be had anywhere. It is an outstanding institution of its kind. For-
merly a brick reéidence, work on this spléndid modern hospital was begun

in 1922, the house being made over entirely and a modern and up-tldate

nospital constructed. It was completed and opened March,20,1923. When it
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"Doctor®*. Dr. P.P.Salter, 343 Eufaula, Street.

was first established it only had a capacity of twenty beds, but in 1926

an annex was added, with thirty beds, making a total eof fifty beds, its

capacity today.

Located on Riverside Drive, Salter Hospital is a beautiful, two-dtory,

brick structure, with beautiful lawns and flowers. It s modernly equipped

with sterilizers, an up-to-date laboratory and operating room, X-ray equip-

ment, oxygen tent, etc.

Although the Salter Hospital is owned by Dr. Salter, all registered

physicians of the community are invited to use the institution and bring

their patients there.

EUFAULA HOSPITALS HONORED.

The Britt Infirmary and the Salter Hospital were awarded honeor re-

cognition for high standards of proficiency ameng the hospitals in the

United States, by the National Hospital Councial. This was indeed a

splendid compliment te these hospitals and Eufaula was listed among the

500 honored, which was chosen from 6,532 hospitals in the United States.

These honors were awarded at the annual meeting in Baltimore.

Dr. Salter said: "I am deeply interested in Eufaula and I have taken
active interest in civic affairs since coming to this city to make my
home. I was one of the three founders of the local Rotary Club and have
served as its Fresident twice. I am a Democrat, a member of the Methodist
Church South and a steward in that Church. In fratermal circles, I am a
member of the Masonic Order, the A.F. and A.M, the R.A.M. the Commandery
K.O.Alcazar Shrine Temple, Montgomery, a member of the Alabama State Med-

ical Society, Southern Surgical,Southeastern Surgial Congress,the Barbour
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county ¥edical Society, Chattahoochee VYalley surgeon, twice president of
the Southern Medical Association and a Fellow of the American Medical
Association. T have served as president of the Barbour County Board of
Health, President of Eufaula Chamber of Commerce,So.Surg. Assn; South-
wastern Surg. Assn.; A.M.A. Ala. State ™ed. Assn; First Lt. M.C. Reg.
Army stationed at Army ked. School and Walter Reed Hospital, Washington
until discharged Nov. 1918. I ama member of the country club. I like

fishing, golf, hunting, football etc.

"I was marrief te Grace Pulliam of Tuscaloosa, daughter of one of the
children

best known professors of the University of Alabama. Three RamERIRXE came
from this unien. Louise,(now Mrs. Hugh C. Sparks, Jr.).They have one
little daughter, Joan. Lenore(now at Gulf Port College, Gulf Port, Miss,
and Paul, Jr. in high school at Eufaula. Mrs. Salter died several years ago.
April,25, 1936, I married the beautiful Eva "aigler, one of Alabama's beauties
and she alse noted for her charm. She is a grest help mate to me in all of

my werk and my children adore her. ®

Author (M.S.Thesis) "Ketones" 1912."The Acute Abdomen",1931."Evaluation
of Rlood Pressure Headings in Surgical vases,1988. "The Value of the Labo-
ratory to a Small Hospital",1926. "Acute Abdemininal Symptons in Pregaancy
and Puerperium®,1932."A Clinical Study of Intestinal Abstruction",1936.
"Appendicitis in Pregnancy",1955. "The Acute Abdomen®,1926. "The Use of
Sulfamilamide in Acute and Chronic Gonorrhea®",1937. Taken from "Who's Who
Physicians and Surgeons" vol.l,1938",

I asked Dr. Salter could he tell me some of the work done in the Eufaula

District and other agencies. He said:




Prbject # 4454 Federal Writers Project WPA Page # S.
"Doctor". Dr. P.P.Salter. 343 Eufaula, Street.

*During the past twelve months 140 prenatals(cases) have bee admitted
to the nursing service. ftterature was marked and given to each case. News-
papers were furnished by the nurse and delivery pads(minimum of 3) were
made and covered with the nurse assisting each mother. To these 140 cases
585 home visits were made(an average of four er more to the case); 8l cases
were admitted to post-partum service with 193 visits to these mothers.

*One hundred infants (from the time of birth to 1 year of age) were
admitted to the nursing service during the past year. Within the city of
Eufaula 8 complete layettes were given to indigent cases through the Christ
Child circle while %mo more were furnished by the department of public wel-
fare; 580 visits were given to these admitted cases; 106 infants were given
toxoid(diphtheria) by the nurse; literature was left in the homes; 80 were
schick tested for immunity.

"One hundred and eighteen pre-school (frem 1 year teo six years of age)
children were admitted to nursing service during that year of 1938 while 807
home visits were made in the interest of the health of these little ones. To
the mothers of this group literature was given; 164 pre-schoel children
were given the diptheria toxoid; 150 children were schick tested 3 months
following teoxoid to see if the children received immunity.

"Eleven new cases of tuberculosis werw admitted to the nursing home ser-
vice while 326 visits of suck work have been made inte these homes; 2 chest
clinicsjjMay <8th. and Nev 23.) were promoted and supervised by the nurse; 64

cases were X-rayed; 1 case was immediately placed under the care of her

family physician while 4 cases throughout the year were hospitalized.

*Nine public talks have béen given by the nurse tc various clubs,P»T-A's,

etc.
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"Docter*. Dr. P.P.Salter. 343 Eufaula, Street.

*Sixteen crippled children were carefully supervised while twe clinics

for such cases(May 20th. and QOct. 28th.) were promoted by the nurse. Fer

both clinics we had 100 per cent attendance of said cases; 87 home visits

were made in the interest ef such weork. Several major operations were per-

formed on some of these children while braces were fitted and adjusted for

otherse All of this was done directly under the supervision of the local

health department.

"Twenty-six midwives were strictly supervised while 48 meetings ( 4

meetings held monthly) were conducted by the nurse; 109 home visits were

made inte such home for personal supervision, check-up on births,etec.All

mid-wives had their complete equipment throughout the year,

*Throughout the schools in this area over 14,446 personal inspections

were made by the nurse to the chhldrem. Mych was accomplished by having

the children bring in dental coreectién slips, reporting to family physician

for any skin rash or other abnormal symptom appearing on body of child.

Personal hygiene was stressed throughout each inspection. The nutrition

class sponsored by the Christ Child Circle in Eufaula was closely super-

vised by the nurse in connection with thé Christ Child Committee. All

these children were teated for hookworms. It was also arranged by the nurse
for a baking company to donate to this group of 56 children(indigent)fresh
bread daily to ge with their foed. Through the aid of the P-T-A, the nurse :
secured a maid to give close supervision to the smaller girls in the Eufaula
elementary school and the maid also cared for the rest-rooms.

"Three home hygiene and care of the sick classes were promoted and
taught by the local nurse. The Mother's Club (20 enrclled) had 8 to recieve

certificates, the Eufaula home economics class {16 enrolled) had ten to
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*Doctor®. Dr. P.P.Sglter. 343 Eufaula, Street.

receive certificates, while the Baker Hill home economics class ( 16 en-
rolled) had 16 to receive certificates. Interesting preojects of various
kinds such as:; screening homes of class members, community ckeaning-up

campaigns, building of medicine cabinets, etc. were realized before the

classes were completed.

*For the four major communities in this area "health centers®™ were
started and twe complete ebstetrical packs having kotex and basins fur-
nished by clubs from the communities were included within these packs
which were furnished by the department ef public welfare. For the Euf-
aula district the Christ Child Circle donated an incubate® (which can be
used with electricity eor otherwise) te be used in connection with pre-
mature or underweight infants bern in this area. Baker Hill vecational
class has begun on one for that section.

"Three hundred and sixty-twe infants, pre-school and school children,
(indigent ) have been given medical supervision through the aid of the
Christ Child Circle, the nurse cooperates with the club by making follow-
up visits, assisting at the cliniec, which is held ence a week, reporting
indigent prenatal cases to said Circle, and promoting cases who need such
care to attend the clinic. Through the aid of ths aid eof ths Circle chil-
dren, who are in need of food, clothes, medical supervision, codliver eil,
etc. are given this care.

"Under the supervision of Mrs. Cleveland Adams, through WPA projects,
the aid project was started. To this group of 16 white women and 8 col-
ored women the nurse taught nursing methods of home care of the sick, proper

bed-making, infant feeding, etc; so that the aids would be better prepared

to asist in the various indigent homes where they would bz placed. At reg-
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"Dector®*. Dr. P.P. Salter, 343 Eufaula Street.

ular intervals the nurse makes it a point to contact the supervisor of
this project and report cases who are in need of such aids.

"One thousand sixty-five children were closely examined for defective
teeth with the nurse assisting the local dentists. Several dental pictures
were flashed en the screen for the benefit of the children toward better
teathv,

I asked Dr. Salter if he would t®wll me something ef his background.

He said: "The Salter family originated in Scotland from whence it's
representatives came to the Carolinas before the American Revolution. Since
which time they have been connected with constructive citizenship in what—
ever locality thay have Been fit to locate.

"My father lived en a large plantation with & hundred slaves, and was
one of the first to offer his services in the Confederate Army. After a
devoted service, he lost his right arm in the Battle of Yettysburg.

"I had a happy childhcod and when I was a lad, I always said that I
wanted to be & doctor; even had amy little medicine chest and would tie
up the family's stumped toes and cuts. It was my sole ambition.

“A doctor's life is the hardest of all lives, but it is not hard te me.

I g0 someiimes three or four days with only a few hours sleep."/
" A city doctor's life is the most strenous proffession; its morning, noon

and night. You cannot call your soul your ewn. And of course owning my hes-
pital makes it even more so. I have performed as many as twelve operations
in one day, one right after the other. A country doctor doesn't have that

to contend with. Of course my internes are a great help; have had some

spendid ones since opening my hospital.
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"poctor". Dr. P.P.Salter, 343 Eufaula Street.

"My hospital is my heart. I keep it up-to-date with any hospital in
the pnited States. I thank God for all the wonderful things science has
done for our profession. Sulphurnilmide and Sulphurparidine; last week 1
carried a woman sixty-eight years old to my hospital with double pneu-

monia, fever 106. She is well today; sulphurpiridine. A doctor even has

more contact with the dying than a preacher. I will never get hardened

to it. When I lose a patient, no one but God knows my grief."
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Life Story of Eufeaula's Outstanding writers
| Eugenia Persons Smartt;i?
" Author of "History of Eufaula®. Published 1936.

fhe has had every odd against her, the most devastating of all,
tudbercelosis, but there has never been a braver soul. She is one of
Eufenlats best known and moat capable writers.

"“You say you wish to write a story of my life because I am Eufaula‘'s
outstanding historian and also one of great exccutive ability? I know
1 have written Fufaula's largest, most complete and authentiec history,
ard I agree that I must have inherited executive ability to carry on in
the face of so many rebuffa, still I thought one of pgreat executive abil-
ity would amass wealth to show for it, and I am still tryring to “go over
the top". Just “*hanging on" so to speak,

Probably you would like to know of the days I used to ride horsebagk
and on a gide saddle too, which I think required as mmoh skill as a cham-
picen golfer of 1939. On one of these rides my horse ran away when I let
him get the rein 28 he was drinking at a branch. Never being able to re-
gain the rein, I clung to the saddle(thanks that it was 2 good one) while
he oarried me, I knew not where, and my long hair had gone with the wind,

I held on then and have been holding on ever since, and managing the
1ittle that came my way Jjust as I managed to cling to that horse.

I was born ir Barbour County, a% the heme of my parenta, Eugeaw Carter

Persons and Frances CElizabeth Henry Persons, about twelve miles from Eufaula,

Alabama., The little house my parents built when they were married Nov. 9;)

1878, is still standing on the 330 acre farm that my father inherited, and
which was part of lands that had beer in the Persons family ovey 100 years.
It is a four room house with wide hall, front and back porch, and kitchen.

The log smoke house is still astanding in the back yard. The home overlooks
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beantiful sgenery as it dtands on a high dluff.

I did not inherit wealth, for the wealth of both families was swept
away with the war Between Lhe States, but I am proud of my ancestorn. Ny
mother was a descendent of the immortal Pairich Henry. The name was or=
iginally spelled Henrich, of the Norman Frensgh, they having come with the
Cenqueror of England, settling in Scotland, The three brothers, Alexander,
Fatrick and John migrated from Aderdeen Scotland. John's son, Patrick, was
named for his brother, the Reverend Patrick Heary. John, the fapter, set-
tled in Virgiria prior te 1730, He was commanding officer of Hanover Com-
pany militia and celebrated extravagantly the coronation ¢f Xing George
111, little dreaming his son womld be a leading influence to separats
America from His Majesty's dominions.

John Benjamin, my great grandfather, served in the War of 1812, as
first Lient. and later as Capt. My grandfather, Doctor Jchn Benson Henry,
died at the age of thirty-five, leaving the promise of a brilliant future,
and one yaer later, his beautiful wife, Catherine Ivey Henry; died leaving
seven orphan children, the oldest é%glvw or thirteen years of age.

The Persons family were descendents of William Persons, whe served ad
M.Ce from N.C, 1774-1776. They cams from England and made noteworthy re-
eoxrd in N.C. where 2 county is named in their honor. My zrandfather, Dr.
James Turner Persons amassed a fortune bdefore the War Between the States,
and retired from practice, but the losses ineurred during the War necess-
itated his returning to practice in o0ld age. With slave laber he built a
great part of the first railroad from Hurtsbore to Columbus. My father was
impressed with the building of this road, he sald, because two young negro
slaves with whom he used to play were hauling gravel., Just for pun one of
the boys pulled the mules tail and he kloked and killed him.
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My father was educated at Glennville NMilitary Academy, Glennville, Ala.,
This was a leading southern college then. I have his Ray's Arithmetic and
wouldn't part with it. He used to say, "Get my Ray's Arithmetic and I can
show you anything", and he could. Mother had private teachers during her
vounger days, and later sent off to school to study music and dancing.

My parents were both good locking. Mother a blonde, fair, with blue
eyes and reddish golden hair, and father dark brown hair and brown eyes.

I was not the first child. Two died in infancy. After I was born father
used to say, "She got her looks from her father®. Anyway I had long brown
curls apd large brown eyves. My littio bro ther Henry was like Mebbher.

Father was inclined to be nitt} but mother was serious. He would often
come in and tell some yarn and she would immediately corrset him. He has
often laughed and told her how he came home once with a whiskey bottle under
his arm, and staggered in saying, "He-Be-Betty, I love you". She always said
she neaver would put up with foolishness, so she elther bhelieved he was drunk
or foolish. Anyway she gave him such a push that he almost fell, drorped and
broke his bottle of whiskey he had for egg-nog, and thus ended his "drunk-
enness". Father was very onroud of me. He used to make me "lhok mad® at peo-
ple and he enjoyed it as much as they did.

After spending the first six years of my 1life at the little home, my
parents decided to move to Eufaula., Labor was hard to get because pf the
emmigration of negroes to Texas, and many tramps roamed around. I renember
how frightaeandd I was once when mother had to get her pisiol to make one
leave that peraisted in coming in. She wag very brave.

I was sent to school at seven years of i;a, and all through grammer

school I stood high, winning first, second and third honors each year, My
masterpiece,"Five Little Feas In a Pod" was adjudged the dest ever to be
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written by a first grade pupil. One day a friend quietly placed a boy's
cap on my head in lﬁhucl. Teacher noticed it before 1 could remove 1%
and said, "Gena, fi;t demerits". Now five demerits would have killed me
I thought, 80 I immediately told her I did not put it on, and she be-
lieved me, for I never would %ell a lie.

It was really & joy for me to get sick because I was never very ill.
and when I had a 3light"billious attack", as the doctor said, I had the
great joy of my mother's whele atiention. She read to me, fixed delécicies,
and never lefti me umtil I was fully well and back in school. She lived ag-
eoxrding to the highnﬁt ideals and taught those ideals to hex children. When
convalesing from a little spell like this I remember the beautiful talks
she gave me that nafa indellibly stamped on my memory and no doublt shaped
ny future. Children are wiser to-day than in my day. They live too fast
and grow up bty the time they are ten or twelve years of age. They Just dong
have time to be very serious. I was a very conscientious child and serious
about all things. I enjoyed child-hood days with dolls, doll weddings, bi-
eyele rides and such, dubt I pondered deeply over the great future. One day
while studying on the front steps I moticed two o0ld ladies pass, Probably
1 had sean them Lefore but not the two to-gether. They both seemed wvery
old, wore black dresses and black poke bonaets. 1 was so deeply imprezsed
with the horror of cld age that I prayed that night and every night until
I was very much clder, "Dear God, please don't let mother, father, Bad or
me ever 20t old like ¥re.— and Mrse.-=*, Now I did not mean I wanted %o
die young. My idea was to live to be old but not stocped and old looking.

ghen father was assistand postmaster, I was sent to the Ceilege here,

where I entered freshman class. Girls did not first graduate from high
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gchool as they do to-day. My friends went to Union Female College where

we all graduated after fowr happy, &2s well as instructive years. Our
teacher were from the finest colleges of the North, and I am just as proud
of my diploma as I would be if it were from any college, becauss I know

we did good werk and the cirriculum was high, although some of my friends
said they weren't proud of theirs because the very year we wers to graduate
in May the college was forced to close in April due to a bank failure in
our town. We had really completed our years work but were denied the com-
mencement with its art exhibits, musicals and plays.

Very dear to me always was my mother's sister, and her family. Her
husband, Uncle Earmest Corker was a beautiful writer, as wag my father's
gister's husband, Uncle Wilton Burton of Auburn, Ala,; whose writings t0-
day live. They both were a great inspiration tc me and I thouight it wonder-
ful to create something from "airy nothing" as one of them sajid.

Girls in 1903 were not taught any speeial vogation for they were not
supposed to work except as teachers. I was 80 anxious to do somathing worth
while that I opened my first free studic in my home and invited my friends
to be my free pupils. I had never studied but took my first step as art
teagcher Jjust the same.

One night I was invited to a spend-the-night party at a friead's home
and it was there that I met my future husband, salesman for Procior-Gamble
Cos I remember the dress I wore, a pink floral organdie which was truly
stylish and beautiful for it was made by the most beautiful hands in the

world and fagshioned from an artist's mind

my mothert's.

There was much work on a dress in 1904 when I was a debunte, yards and
yards of ruffling and zkirts were skirts in those days and not Jjust pillow
cagses, We were beginning to ruff and ruin our naturally beautiful hair and
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pull it back over whose horrible Jrats' untlil we had a swell pompadour.
All girls wore underwear, and the cotten undergkirt was somewhat like a
1life-preserver as it rolled around the hip. Dravers wore starched siiff
with fluted ruffies. A stifrf uhalJbonl corset mas laged untli)l owur broeath
most left us. Thus it was, with a small waist and large hips we ware in
gtyle. The bustle was an added attﬁaott;n- Then at least three long petti-
goats were put ons How often I h§§! stcad and asked some one, "Cen you see
through me?" If the anau.r'uora.hogativt I went on, but if not, on woat
another petticoat. Weren't we swell? High neck dresses, large busis, long
sweeping skirte, huge bustles, the "June dip" and a hat with several large
plumes. We never would admit that our laft arm tired of continually hold-
ing that long sweeping skirt when we walked,

On a beautiful June day in 1905, radiant in a wedding gown of white
erepe~deo~chene, with an only Jewel, a ¢rescent of diamonds, gift of the
groom, I pledged my troth to the man 1 eo dearly loved, at a lovely Church
wedding. My Triends through school dugn'wara my brides-meids. My fathey
looked so handsome as he gave me inny andd I will never forgnt mother, as
she sat with tears in her eyes, looking like an angel in a gomn of orchid.

After the wedding we went Lo my husband's Tennessee home where a double
reception was given An honor of the bride and groom of 1905 and the bride
and groom of 1885, on my husband's parents ailver anniversary.

After a delightful visit we returmed home where mother and father were
songlad to see us and we were the happiest couple on earth. Ny husband was
a wonderful man, and a very fine salesman, anhzigfo gecmed quite auapicious.
My parents and I lived together because he waz away except for week-ends.

Just a little over two years elapsed when the hﬁppiil£ efent of our
lives ocourred, for little princess Rugeniz cage to live with ws. She was a
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beautiful baby with brown eyes and ringlets of gelden brown hair, and a
smile that lasted. She wag born in January and the first Christmas was
spent {n Tennessee. The next Christipas was to be spent at home, but toe
of tan these suprsmely happy, with everyihing so promising, 2re not allowed
to oaryy out that beautiful life. So the Christmas before my baby was twe
years old this precious husband suddenly passad 1ntzna Greut Beyond. All
future hope and ambition paased Trom me apnd I gared moti to live. Next day
vhen my baby was hrought to me she aaid, "Dau-dau, I lub co".(3he called me
daughter 2o my varents did.) Locking into those baby syes, I burst inte
tears, and then resclved to spend ny life for her and my parents, who off-
ered %o do for her =s their own, _

Thue from the Christmas of 19209, Just in my early twenties I was des-
tined %o tegin a 1life of many sorrows with the Jjoys of 1ife but few. The
Joy of being with mother and father and baby was great, but life was net
easy for me as father was not so young., By the time all expenses waere paid
I had Just exough$ to buy a home fgr ua 'Jlﬁ We tried %o carry on and I -
wondered what werk I could do, for a heme 1s a small part of the expenses
of life, My mother had begun to h#vo tqucheg of ‘rheumatisn when my baby was
born for she could not use her atm. The dodtors hwew did not lmow what te
do for it. Being the arthritis t}pe it wae;ﬁradually greeping over her hoqr

and erirpling her more and more. Ve moved Lntq;'0wr~nono' in 1915, and soon

after this Mother suffered pain every nighte How often in the middle of the

night have I heard her crying and how my heart ached that I could d¢ noth-
ing. She = .2 ons of ¥hry strong chapracter and would take ne pain killer.
When she became so orippled that she could not walk she was advised to have
her teeth pulled. After this the iainu left, but she was from then for more
than twenty-five years an invalid and had te be waited on Aike a bady. We

LA

k.
-
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decided it best for father to give up work that he had, and nurse mother,
have agood garden and chickons, while I coudd do the work. I did not want
t¢ lecve my baby and go out to work because she was small and father could
not take full charge of her, then besides it was necessary that I help
with mother while he was gardening or tending the chickens.

I had 2lways loved art and music when a girl but éould not take art
begange of expense of materials and had no piano for music. Hence the
study of expression which helped me later in life in dramatic work, After
much meditation I thought, "I can, and will teach ert as I love it best.
He one knowe I did not study, never had a lesson in my life, but if I pro=-
duce good results, why worryt"

So with mere determination I asked mothers for their daughters in my
art ¢lass and not a one asked where I had studied. I fitted up a room 4in
the house and started work with fifteen pupils at two dollars a month. I
alse painted little water colors and scld them. Some of my pupils claim
thet they are still proud of their firat work under my guidance. Art in a

amall town does not last, so when Fall came, about half were $alking of

gtopping 20 as to make the school grades. In fact, some of my pupils knew
ne mere of art than a2 "hog does holiday*.

I next wondered what I could do to make a real living and still work
at home where I could help. My solution was Sthe Eindergarten®. Just the
thing to do, teach others and at the same time teach my baby. I was told
thet 211 Kindergartens established in Eufaula had failed within nine months
even theugh teachers whe were graduates of Kindergarten scheols had taught.

My mother had taught me from childhood that she believed people eould

do anything they wented to Af they only tried hard enoughs I believed it
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and now would make my demcnstration. The wet blamket was thrown 2t me like
this-—"How gan you teach Kindergearten when you have never studied 1t?" Seo
with the same deternmination that opened the art ¢lass the year before opened
the Kindergarten the Fall of 1910, with twney-five pupnils at §3.50 per month,
Litile Eugenia thought every school day was her birthday =nd would say,"Here
tomes dirls and boys to my party®.

Ag in most small towns nearly thirty years ago, parents thourht Xinder-
garten a luxury instead of a necessity, and after one year my pupils dropped
0if, Tor the novelty hzd worn off. I understood now why cthers had failed,
not heguuse, as teachers, they aren't capable, but begause they had failed
to Wake Lhe parents understand. My task then was to show the great necessiy
of this funfamental training. This I did, for I remembered what my mother
had sajid and I determined net to faile. After clinging to my school of three
puplile at cue time, I socn built it up to an average of twenty pupils at
$C.00 a month, who came regular and the school lasted for sixteen years une-
til I wag Torvged to give it up because of 1l1] health, and if I could teach
to-day, 1t would be re-established. The children loved me and I loved them.
Every year I dramatized most beautiful playas and operetts which were staged
at Carrnegle Auditorium or the old Opera House. The Auditorium could only
seatl three hundred but most often standing room was taken. These playas show=
ed great ckill. It required two months to perfect ome, practiocing daily, as
thay were taught by repitition and imitation. They carried speaking parts
as well ag as grown ups could have done for they were never bothered with
stage fright,.

I often dramatized plays much as "Snow White®, "Cinderella®,"Sleeping
Beauly" and "Hansel and Gretel® in other tomns in Summer. I did not pretend
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to be 2 beautiful dancer myself, but again demonstrated that with determi-
nation and a reasonable amount of sense one ¢an de most anything. I taught
beautiful solo dances as well as class dances to my pupils. Ny daughter
wan asked to dance i the campus at AJP.l.y Auburan, one Summer at a special
entertianment. I quote from the local paper: "Eugenia Smartt, of Eufaula
and (name omitted) of Dirmingham, each gave beautiful solo dances whioh
gshowed that both were guite proficieant in the art and both wer loudly app=
lauded, little Miss-—--having been taught by dancing teachers in Birmingham
and Little lilss Snartt by her mother only%.

Mother, Father and I planned a home orchard, thinking 1% would bring
a 1ittls revenus in Summer whenm no money from teaching was available. Mother

selected the trees and we planted pecans and peaches. Tho peaches paid well

a few yeays while pecans were smalle I declare it is no fish atory when I
say I 20ld every peach on one tree one year at ten cente each, They were as
large ax & grapefruit. Father did the spraying and I chased the flathead
borarse I would take two hall bushel baskets of luscious red peaches in
Kotherts room every morning when I gathered them and it was such jJov to her
to point her little erippled finger and say,"That one is pretty, put it in".
Thus I filled the smaller baskets to sell. The peaches are long since gone
but the pecan trees stand a silent nmemorial to Father who se willingly gave
of the labor c¢f his hands that we might have comforte. We thought then that
pecans woull alwaeys bring a nice income, From our home orchard of thirty
trees that now yield fifteen hundred pounds but to owr surprise tha pries
dropped from fifty cents a pound ten years age to eight and ten cents now,
Careful managing, with the teaching, and extra work I ¢id, and Father's
chickens and vegetables there was enough to care for the family of four, but

I never could “get over the top" and save, still I never have mortgaged the
1ittle I heds "our home®. There was not much in teaching dut to participate
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in the moulding of character of little ones was a compensation that to me
bore no price tag.

I had never been very ill und:did not think any amount of work would
hwet me., We did not keep servants for we just carried on together and I d4did
the sewing fér the family. Children's clothes wers not eeslly obtained
ready made nor would the price have been within my means then, and quite
a few were needed because laundry nﬁs gent out. Teday with children's
¢lothses rinsed oﬁt at home they do nmot need a dozen of esach garment as I
had to keepe I falled to say I went to Sunday School and taught a ¢lass
every Sunday. I was a member of iLhe BA.R,, Writers, Litery and lusic cluba,
and attsuded other soclials. It was all teo much for any parsen sc I broke
alf ter having permantly established and taught for sixtsen vears, "Smartt
Prep-3chocl and Kindergarien®,

Ir did not fail, nor did my pupils fail, for they made high records,
gome graduating fron high school at fifteen and many at sixtcen, but the
teacher lost her health and the school was closed after a most succesaful
Gareers

Yes, the sghool that I was tolé would not last, did last, and the teacher
had never had training other than magaszines and books, together with a heart
that loved 1liitle ones.

I was taken %o the hospital where I was treated for typheid fever. Later
I had a heavy operation. In the meantime my daughter graduated from high
sehool, where she made all A's the year after leaving Smarit schocl. I had
always wanted my daughter to stuly musie, for I knew she was wonderfully
talented. She had taken music 23 I had managed to get her 2 pilano and give
her lessons, but I wendered hovw I would send her off for further study. I

had saved five hundred dollars but part of it was spent during ny iliness.
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Anyway I sent her to Clacinnati Conserwvatory of Musie. I knew I could

get her there and jus$ hoped and prayed that I could keep her there. She
pag with relatives so theyews no dozrd. It was a hard to telll my sixteen
year old daughter that I was in a hospital. My prayers were answered for
when she passed through Nashville she met relatives of my husband that she
had never seen, and her charming perscnality won them. When she reached
Cincinnati, they sent her a check 0 gover expenses at the Conservatory.
You may lmow I vas happy, bad soon better and went home to teach again.
That Spring I staged a play which was 5 grand success, and then left teo
visit relatives and my da;mtor- I left my precious parents ‘thinking I

would return within =2 month.

We were all very happy together and sveryone was grand to us, when one

day I became 11l and a dogtor was sumoned. Neo one but Ged in Heaven knows
how I felt when he gently told me I would have to remain in the hespital

a yoar or more. I had an invalid mother and an aged fither Lo care for and

a daughter just entering collegs and no incomes. Every ome told me net to
worry, but that is easier said than done. They put me in a hospital , ‘paid

my expenses, gave my daughter ber musiscal education, and were so goodf‘u us
both. Howewdr, I could nol erasve the picture ef my parents trying te ocarry

on alone. Father usod to kneel at Hother's erippled knees and pray for ny
recovery. They needed me. I nmust get well for I had & mission te fill, to
ears for my leved ones, On Lhe first Mother's Day that I was in the holpi.-\
tal I wote a poen,"Dear Little Nothor", which I sent to Mother and 1t iu
later aecepted by Crown Antholcgzy of Verse, After being in the hospital titu \
years [ came home with "my baby”, ranraozt&?‘:imaa down Mother's face and 14
hurt me to see that she and Father looked older. |

A
L

\
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After some months rest I astarted a new work because the school work
wonld have been tooc comfining. T kmew I must work so that I ocould stop
when I 4id not feel well, I sunpose now I mizht be called a “Jagk at all
tradea™, I did have all %rades but will not say I was a “Jagk", for I
gold ad many heaters ags any one hardware firm, put over all the advertis-
ing schemes that I »lanned; ineluding several "Who's Who Conteats".(I wrote
evary verse as they were poetiecal gonteatis.), made artificial flowers and
raffia baskets. Oh, well, I did Just every thing that came my way. Although
I w28 told that people would mot buy paper lowers, I certainly sold quite
a few and five church weddings were dagcorated with_ny flowers, but I prom=
ised not to tell amyone for they did not not:ﬁ-hn.it.

Puring this time I compiled and :rajg an abselutley authentic “History
of BEufanla*. It is a three hundred page book, beautifully bound and well
illuatrated, I spent a part of five ,-aurl doing this work hecsuse & usual
I worked against odds., I had no ear, Then too, I had Lo do muagh sxtra work
to meet living expenses, although nmy daughter taught musio and helped, twe
vears hefore her marriage. So naturally the book rested gulte of tei,. Be=
gause 1444 net produce it socnmer some said, "I don't bellieve you will ovq:
finish 4t", or " I thought you had given it up”". I answered tLhese quir#i;l
with an article in the paper stating thet I had never veluntarily givem up
a thing I had ever started, and I would never give up the book unless fore-
¢ed tec because bfalth would not permit its being finished, I had te laber
under other diffioulties alse, I had no typewriter and the bdook was written
five times by long hand, I could not add a cingle expense other than p‘nﬂill

and paper, I would walk to get sketches of those represented and,trttn'had‘

to go back. To collect $1,000 in 1981 was no easy Jjob, for ptopio were

panigky then, and $800 worth dbona-fide orderg were cancelled begcause ‘ﬂ the

l
J
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depression. Anyway, I collected the thousand dollars and turned the bdook
ovar to the publisher, and delivered 1t the following year. Another problem
faced me when I was at the publisher'as office. I had never had & book pub=
1ished and there wmas much to Jlearan. Well, I bet the publishersr will not tell
you that I wmas green in the business for I managed our contragt in such a
way that he thought I had had dealinge with publishers before.

Probebly I walked too much doing this wotk for I was later put to bed
again, and I won the gane agalin, butl had %o give up outaide work. I i musy
give up ocutside work then surely I could do insids worlk, so I gsecwed the

agency for newspapers out of tomn, sorraesponded for omne, aad do advertis—

ing over the phone.

Novenhor,19,19556, NMother and Father celebrated thair fifty-seventh annje

versary. They were the seaond aouple in Eufaulats history Lo live to-gether
fifty-seven yearsa. I Had hoped thay would live to selebrate their sixtieth,
Fatheoyry was never ill until about a year bafore he died and that was a

very hard year on us all, Usually hls saffering wee most gevere in the middle
of the night, and even theugh I 4did not always #% up, for he told me not teo
as I might catoh cold, I sould not sleep for more than a year knowing thath
he was suffering. Mother could net sleep after twelve hecause ho was up and
had to build a fire end si% up the rest of the night. Finalliy one night a few
days after Christmas, he put Mother to hed and complained of deing cold. Next
day he was real sick, and worried over Mether for he kept saying, *Who will
put Mother to bed?" He knew I gould uet 1ift hor. In two days he died at the
age of eighty-six. He had done his bit like the soldier that he was, and had
carried on %o the end. Unlike his father he did not snjoy riches and his neame
may not be in the hall of fame, but a record of his ncble deeds Fue-recorded
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in the Hall of Fame in Heaven.

Dear little crippled ¥Wother was Lraver than I for che comforted mes
I did aot Imow hew to carry on without him. Had me not worked to-gether,
whut he ¢ould not do, T did; and what I oould not do, ho did, for over
tuenty-five years? Now I not only had to see about zall housework zand buse
iness bHut kosp a nurse for Mamher, Ve gould not afford to keep a mractical
narse aill the time, and I v 4 great teouble keeping a good negro woman at
nights. They cdon't like to stay“in white [olks houses at nighta, thoy say
"onse witches rides em,.®

(I T were rich ny money would be used to hire nurses for invalid old
paoplo. If there were hundreds of homes everywhere I would not have their
hearts broke n by placing them thera,)

Six months efter Father died I was told that Mother could not live very
lohg. Mo one lmows the agony I endwreds All of my 1ife I had told her every-
thing. Even when I went to town T ¢nrue home, sat in her room and cutlined
my itenlary, telling her who I saw or talked with. If I mentionad a stranges
she asked me the goler of syes, beir, anéd if tall or low, atoul or thin.
When I finished the descriptior she had a good mental pioture of a person

she had never seem. This was life and joy to her.

How what must I 40 about the very thing that concerned her mest? Finally
I think she wnderstood that she was in a serious coxdition, She suffered moye
and more.

All during her suffering I was oripprled with some trouble in my bagk, lum
bage I suppeose. Could not do for her when I wmag mest needed. The paln was so
Severe for several weeke that I could hardly turn in bed. Motuer and I were
alone with servants all during her suffering except when ny daughter came for

& week at a time. She could not leave three little girlies sg long+ Then




»
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my brother came the last month. It was impessible for him %o come sooner.

She alipped from us when she was within twoe weeks of her seventy-ninth
birihcay. She was cune around whose memory lingers & hale of immeortal and
undizzed glory. She was loved by all for her nobllity of nature, her aine-
eerity of friendehip and the great geod that she rendered others even though
an invalide. Roved in orchid with white maribezu she was the most deautiful
angel one could wish %o see.

I feel that I haven't the courage to aﬁrry on now for I am here all a-

lone. I can only say that I hope this trme satory will encourage theose who

may have many obstacles to overcome as I did, dbefore they can ascemplish
their heari's desire.
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