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F. B. C. -]l

FOLKLORE

Many times the question has been asked as to why such a name as
"shakaragﬁuhould have been given to a place of worship, - such a place 4s an
abandoned century old Methodist Church six miles from Tuscaloosa. The place
has about it an air of spookiness created by legend and folklore tales,

A tale was told of a man named Phi Cribbs, a most emphatic unbeliever in
ghosts, who in his tell silk hat and knee breeches entered the place of worship
one night seeking protection from a heavy thunder and rainstorms The night
was dark but he fastened his horse to 2 hitching post in the cemetery, adjoin-
ing the church. Guided by lighting flashes, he opened a front door and to

prove his fearlessness walked to the pulpit and stood facing the empty pews.

( Suddenly the darkness was relieved by a brilliant flash during which he
gaw an apparition in white. A door blew open and the next flash showed what
seemed to be white wings flashing before him and coming in his direction. The
third flash proved to Mr, Cribbs beyond all question of doubt that this was
the ghost about which the country folk had spokens

It was reaching long arms toward him, Mr. Cribbs moved, Down the aisle
he ran at full speed with the thing close behind; down the steps and losing no
time broke the trace holding his horse and leaped to the saddle feeling

( momentarily safe until the horriible thing, also leaped and seated itself behind
him eclinging to his velvet waistcoat,

The faithful horse needed no urging and in as much terror as his master,
broke into a wild run leaping over stumps and fallen trees in mad haste to
reach serety: In the haste the "ghost" was swept away, and FPhi Cribbs went home
convinced that the stories told by the folks there were true,

Bibliography: Files Dept. of Archives snd History, State Capitol.

Mabel Farrior
12/17/36=--267 words.
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Alabama ‘ Lillian Fionell

g

Plezs and the Snake,

-l

A little Negro boy who had been reared on a lady's place,

ne

L |

Tuscaloosa, was her chore boy after he grew older,

One winter morning, he went into her room, as usual, to
make a fire, The fireplace was very large, having been built to
burn wood. In the afternoon of each day, sufficient wood to keep
the fire goinz until bedtime, also enough to make one the next
morning, was brought into the room and piled in a corner near the
fireplace, Some of thés consisted of the dry limbs and trunks of
dead trees, these being mixed with green wood to make the fire
burn quickly.,

Immedistely after beginning to meske the fire Iin question,
the boy called out in frightened tones, "Miss Marfyl Miss Marfy!
Day'ze 'er snake in de' fi'place hyah.,"

"Miss Martha", whose head was well covered with bed clothes,

roused sufficliently to demand, "What is the matter, Pleas? What
do you want?", her voice indicating the impatience she felt in

being thus disturbed.,

"Day'ze 'er grate big snake hyah in de' fi'place", still

insisted Pleas, fear as evident in his voice as when he first

announced

the pressesnce of the reptile, The lady's temper increased

at the little negro's continued insistence,

She repllied, "Shut up, Pleas, You know that's not so. Go

on and make the fire",

"Ah Jes' dikklah, Miss Marfy, day is ‘er

snake hyah,"



Al abama

Thoroughly angered, Miss Martha stormed out: "Pleas, make that
fire, I tell you. If you don't hush bothefing me, I'll get up
and box your ears, Now, don't you say another word to me."

After the lady had had her extra little n=p, and she
thought the fire had warmed the room, she arose from her bded,
Imagine her surprise and fright, on going to the fireplace, to
see drawn together on one side of it, and almost in front of an
andiron, s few chunks and some little dry limbs feebly flickering,
while on the opposite side in the far corner of the fireplace,

there lay a snake coiled in the ashes,

Her voice could be heard now, She shrieked, "Pleas! You,
Pleas! Come herel™ Pleas appearing, she shrilled,"¥hy,/ in the

world didn't you tell me that ‘snake was in the fireplace?"™ "Ah

o
did uuif'yer," sald Pleas, "but yer say twan' so".

"Well, why didn®*t you wake me?" compleained Miss Martha,
"I didn't think that there was really a snake here™.

¥hen the snake haed been killed, and a fire made in the
fireplace, thg ledy asked "Pleas, weren't you afraid of the snake?
How did you manage to make the little fire you dias?"

"Yaz'm, responded Pleas, "Ah wuz skeerd ob'em at fust, but

atter 'er w'lle, Ah got sorter yusen ter 'em",

Note: Mrs, Martha Merriwether was the lady, She was a childless
widow, Her surgeon-husband died in the ¥War Between the States,

veryone in her neighborhood learned the story about "Pleas™ and
the snake,
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Z? % ) white Camelias

§-240 Fork Ways Br Lillian Finnell.

S-242 Story &214 words)

The "White Camelias™ was the Judicial body of the XKu Klux Klan.

This was the tribunal to which the Klans-men submitted cases for
trial for punishment. The men composing this committee were
the older men of the community who were respected and revered
by every one who knew them for their fair dealing and integrity
of character.
This body gave the culprit a fair trial. If he were found
quilty, he was told that he would be given another chance to

S redeem himself by conforming to correct ways of living and
acting.
Sometimes a transgression would even be given a second opportunity
to do right. The third time he was brought up, however, punish-

ment was meted out to him. This generally consisted of a

whipping, or banishment from the state.

These words about the White Cameliae show that the boﬁfide1

Ku Klux Klans-men, whose eligibility to membership called for the
> highest type of manhood, were themselves amenable to a superior

authority. This fact seems not to have been widely knowne

Long after the war Rev, Redmond Jones, a Baptist minister and
a man of the very highest reputation and character, informed his
son of the White Camelia society in the Sipsey nieghborhood where

he lived. Rev. Mr. Jones was one of the leading officers in

this "hite Camelia Klan,
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Ry XXX Why thr7jroom stayed away from his own
\ weddin, by Lillian Finnell)

5-240 Falk Vays

The marrisge of a young backwoods couple had been announced

to take place on & certain night. When the night came it was
raining hard, end had been raining all the aftern om.

Those who were invited to the marriage, however, assembled a%

the brides' home at the time appointed for the wedding.

The groom had not arrived. The ceremony was of course, delayed.
As the groom still did not appear; after sufficient time had been
allowed for his delay on acecount of bad roads, etc., two of the
male guests volunteered to go and learn what was keeping him,

They set out walking along the path through the woods, rain-soaked
and full of guilya their way poorly lighted by the flickering
gleams of pine wood torches. They expected momentarily to meet
the belated groom, but they reached his home without seeing any-
thing of him. JInquiry at his home eliclited the faet that he

was there, but that he had gone %o bed, Demanding admittance

into his bedroom they asked him "Why in the world"™ he had not

come to "get Narried™. Had he forgotien this was the night?

"No", he replied, "I didn't forget it, but 1t was raining so

hard, I didn't think any body else would be there, so I

didn't go either."™
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Lillian Finnell,
78 words,

2:242. DRESS. PARTALLETTES..

Girls and yound ladées of tne olden time

wore pantellettes,

fnese consisted of long loose frills or fuffles which were tied above

tnese ruffles hund some dlstance below the

che lmee Win draw st®ings,

fhey wer more or less eldbor ately made, with tucks, em-

wearer's dress,

brodiery, lace inserting and edging at the bottoms of tnem, Any delsred

material was used to make them; fine muslin, nainsook, cambric, linen, etTcC,

(From padditallettes have evolved tne present day "step-ins".)




