




The stairway in the ent.!' nee hall of the iasorJ.c Home occupies

much of th· space of the rear half of the 20X24 foot hb.ll.

It ris s by two separate flights af steps to the sec"nd fioar .

Th, first f light Ie aas up from the floor ab ut half way by the left

wall to ~ plbtform t t croost:s by tilt: end wrll to the oppos~te wall

of the hall. Fr1m the r t nd of the pletfonn the second flight

f steps sccnds by the wall to the upper story. . duar i the right

end of th rear wall oper.s an. the p1.u.tform, <.nd is an opening from
•

the top of a stairway

•

..;tanaing at the I'ight

frcm a side parch back of the entrance

•

c; of th, plbtform, betwe n the flight

of st"ps leading up bellide the rit,ht wall ~nd the door in the rear w...ll,

was the gbo st .

In t..'1e a.' s of the me wlw Baw the apll-rition:

..E'ltai nir.g itht: faci 'J in the living room {' ile after we haa
'-"

all come from the diuir.g room. I decided ta g, uf'st irs t my rooc. I

we,.t out into the entI"[ r.ce h<:.l and had ascer.ded t:> within a step or

t a of t e p • t:f=, .reD I felt impel' ed to look up.

saw sta ,ding "t the far tIl of th e l~tfarm JS J s_lahr

uniform.• e was well proportioned, perfectly e ect and

. s I ai d so, .l

i. c nfeae ate--
"U.er above

•
av rage height. Of middle age, apparently, as gr~y hb.L was visible

between the tape of his eal'S .md d. s hat, Ye wae wearing a Confederate

gr""y hat. • is entire outfit if not nl;w, 1" k,d tD be ea. I noUsed the

freeaom from sta ns ~,d cr ases bf the hLot ana th wi t, also h '. the
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J,ost Seen in T

Lillian Finnell.

•

buttons and some insign:a on the moulde. s of ais cos t llhor.e.

"t sight of him, I stopped il.volunta,dl¥' I expected m to step

forward end sp! ak.

• " f

Instead) he co t.JJued "tandir.g perfectly stillO

sh through my mind, tu account for his presence, ~

was that he was a g",est in the home, ani th t the fall_lY cad just for

gutten to speak of it to me. .".e continued fectly motionle ss ,Wld it

oece:me appar~t to me, ttu"t he i&S not looking at me at all. 1.e was

look g straight out in f'rmt of him, md the lev"l of lL. s gaze was some

. star.ce s.bvve my head, for, t.s statea, I rod stopped on the second

st.e"\below th pktf,m. There 'as tnun billne into my cv[,sciousness the

fact that I was "seeing a ghost".

H w I oescended the stairw",¥, I .hall never know. Those present

say tnat having", face chalk-white, I reeled lnto t .. sitting room. I V
•

recall falliDB into a chhir. To th_ lIJ1l.ny u"stions ,,"sked me, I finGJ.l¥

inc rently th ughl it was,

we e incredulous, of co urse.

ac ulunt.:d tht!m with whi..t I haCl seED. ",hey

It WaS an "aberl'etion" of mine,~ lignts

&nCl sna<..ows at that pkce, proClUced tho effect", I "roB. been thi ki..g

on th~ subject and lt was easy for such a picture--(o m;.tel'ialize.f- "f~e

my eyes."

ec::ming some",hat more composed, but insisting still tl'at I md

seen th" Co feoE;re e " ldier as plainl¥ as I Wb.S then seeing th se be-

fore me, it as prc~osed that there be an _nvestigation. 11 w", t.

_esioes t.e Idour of th~ room >1I1"re we were sitting, tlce f'ront ClOClI', one V
in the rOOL oppesite th~ one here we were, and one at the r"ar, below

th stair iay k tform, "er" 11 the openings there we. on the grvund

floor nto the entrance hull. ..II the Se doors were found closea 0

locked on th~ inside of the ha ll.
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Ple s ~nd the ~neke.

Lillian Finnell

~ '.d."7 7'

A little egro boy ho had besn reered on s lsdy'a lace,

ne r Tuacalooas, s her chore boy at er he gre older.

One inter morning, he went into her roo, aa usual, to

make a tire, The tire lace waa very lar a, having be n built to

burn ood. In the atternoon or each day, sutticient wood to keep

the tire gain until bedtime, alao enou h to make one the next

morning, wae brou ht into he room and piled in a corner near the

tireplaoe. So 01' hia consisted at the dry limb~ and trunka at

dead trees, these bein mixed with reen ood to m ke the tire

burn quickly.

Immedi tely atter beginnin to ke the tire In queation,

the boy called out in tri htened tones, " iaa rryl las 'arty:

Dey'ze 'er snake in de' ti' laca hyah."

ias artha", whose head was .ell covered with bed clo hea,

roused sutticlently to demand, " at is t~e mattar, Plees? ~at

do you want?", her voice indic tins the impatience aha telt in

bei hua di turbed.

"Day'ze 'er grate big anake hyah in de' ti'place", atill

inaisted Pleas, tear as evident in hie voice aa when he tirat

announced the preseDca 01' the rep ile. !be lady'e temper inoreased

at the little negro's continued insistence.

She replied, "Shut up, Pleae, You know t t'e not so. Go
/

on ke the tire". "Ah jes' dikklah, iaa arty, day is 'er

anake hyeh."



I ,
2

Thoroughly angarad. Wia. Martha .tormed out: "Pleas. make that
•

fira, I t.ll you. If you don't hush bothering me. 1'11 get up

and box your ear•• Now. don't you say .noth.r word to me."

After the lady had had har .xtra littla nqp. and sha

tho ht the fir. had armed tha roo~, .he arose fro her bed.

Imagin. her .urpriss and fright, on going to the fireplaca, to

sae drs together on one .ide of it. and almoa in front of an

andiron, • few chunks and soma little dry limbs feebly fliekering,

while on the opposite side in the fer corner or the fireplace,

there lay ••nak. coiled in the ••he••

Her yoica could be heard now. She .hrieked, "Plea.' You,

Plaas' Come hare'" Pie•• a pearing, .he .hrilled," • in the

that ·an.ke •• in the fireplace?" "Ab

did yer." .aid Plea., "but yer .ay twan' .0".

" ell, why did~t you ••ke me?" complained Mi.. artha,

"I didn't think that there waa re.lly a .nake here".

en the .nake h d bee killed, and a fire made in the

fireplace, th~ lady asked "Plee., .eren't you afraid of the anqke?

Ho did you manage to make the little fire you did?"

"Yaz'm, re.ponded Pl•••• "Ab wuz .keerd ob'ea at ruat, but

attar 'er .'ila. Ab got eorter TU.en ter ·ea".

ote: Mr••
widow. Her

yeryone in
the .nake.

rtha erriwetber •• the lady. She ... a childIe••
.urgeon-huaband died in the ar ~ teen the State••
her nai hborhood learned the .tory about "Plea." and
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Lillian F"nnell

Dress of one of the "yellow lesged Dutch" There wasS-242. DRESS:

•

a Dutch settlemunu in the Appalachian foot hills beyond the plateau upon

which the town of Tuscaloosa was built).

'l'he Dutch int.abitants were known as "The rellow leggeCl Dutch".

His wool hat was tjed around the crown with a raw riCle leather string;

a copperas je~ns suit, coat made frock,tail with very large pockets.

His home woven shirt had no collar; shoes home made, elso his wocks werc

home knilt.

Once eating the miCldey meal et a tome, the family of w ch was o~ a higher

social class than "ne "yellow leg", he was asked if he would have anything

more to eat. He replied, "xes, Ma'am, if you've got 'em to spare, I'll

take a few more of the greens." 'l'here wa" still a dish full of thB turnip;!

salad on the table •

•

•

S-240. FOLK AxS:'

-
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Sometimes a transgression would even be given a second opportunity

•

•

•

•

•

white Cemelies
B~ Lillian Finnell.

•

S-240
•
S-242 story &214 words)

The WWhite Camelias" was the Judicial body ot the Ku Klux Klan.

This was the tribunal to which the Klans-men submitted cases tor

trial tor punishment. The men composing this committee were

the older men ot the community who were respected and revered

bt everyone who knew them tor their tair dealing and integrity

ot character.

This body gave the cUlprit a tair trial. It he were tound

~ilty, he was told that he would be given another chance to

redeem himselt by contorming to correct ways ot living and

acting.

to do right. The third time he was brought up, howaver, punish

ment was metad out to him. This generally consisted ot a

•

whipping, or banishment trom the state.

These words about the White Cameliae shoy that the borl!ide
•

•
highest type ot manhood, wara themselves BRenable to a superior

authority. This tact seems not to have been widely known.

a man ot the very highest reputation and character, ntormed his

Long atter the war Rev. Redmond Jones, a Baptist minister and

Ku Klux Klans-men, whose eligibility to membership called tor the

this hite Camelia Klan.

son ot the White Camelia society in the Sipsey n~ghborhood where

he lived. Rev. Mr. Jones was one ot the leading otticers in

I

•
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A. the groo atill did not appeer; atter sutticient time bed be n

allowed tor his deley on aooount ot bad roads, eto., two at the

male gueste voluntoered to go end learn whAt wae keeping him.

They eet out walking along the peth through the wood., rein-eoaked

•

hie own

• • •., .

Why thf(?/room stayed away tram
weddibo by Lillien 1i ell)

-T<.o4< ,. ... ....

. --

aya

Thoae who were invited to the marriage, however, as. blad et

the brides' home .t the tima appointed tor the wedding.

The groom hed not arrived. The oere any wee at oourae, delayad.

Tha erriage at a young baolcwood. ooupla had baan announoed

to taka plaoe on a oartain night. When the night oage it was

raining herd, end hed been raining all the attern on.

•
and tull ot gullys their way poorly lighted by the tliokering

gleams ot pine wood torohe.. They expeoted momentarily to meet

the belated groom, but they reaohed his h me without seeing any

thing ot him. Inquiry et his home elioited the teot that he

was there, but that he hed gone to bed. Demanding admittanoe

into hie bedroom they a.ked him ~Why in the world~ he had not

o~ e to ~get arried~. Had he torgotten this was tha night?

o~, he replied, ~I didn't torget it, but it was raining so

hard, I didn't think any body else would bs thsre, so I

didn't go eithsr.~
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ereve-

rdly get h r to a by.

•

en' ole Beck sloe seed er ant'el out dere

sr.o ltt,

.i"olks

r;'.,

~-242 yth ( Colored)

to tIe lece where st e was teach in.:; a sclool.

colored boy dl"ove a ~ au.. 19.d~ in 0 bu··y everr e8~',

assin the grave yard, the boy said: "Ole geck, s e

" rd le" beside he roed in one plece. Cne morniY1£.

got skurt at er snerit ovar dere in de -ra e "nrd y'stiddy
•

be'i.rr:e eet, an' I jas could6l~ I

mornln ' ez T lJfl.lZ "0 r. tome. . S~ 6 riz strai 'It UDon her

" as afraid of a s iri t? asked t~~e ~. u:!" 18d;,~ ".. asst

•

hin:.. ves.rea 'OIn,

ules ken see en els. ""ou n de ule :maKe to de profet

an' tole 'em dere w z er en'el in de road n front of

1 • ce reba yard

•

•

•
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