EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 24

WHEREAS, the Constitution mandates that the Governor shall see that the laws
of the State are faithfully executed; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution vests in the Executive Department the whole of the
executive power which, in turn, is vested in the Governor; and

WHEREAS, the executive power includes the power to administer and enforce
the laws as enacted by the legislature and as interpreted by the courts; and

WHEREAS, the Governor, as chief executive, is given the authority and it is his
duty to act to enforce the laws, duly and constitutionally enacted, in every portion of the
State, so that every citizen and all property will have the protection of the laws; and

WHEREAS, there is pending in the judicial system of the State of Hawaii a case
to determine the legality of homosexual marriages in that state, commonly referred to
as same-sex marriages; and

WHEREAS, should that case be decided in favor of authorizing and validating
same-sex marriages, in the absence of a strong public policy definition of marriage, the
State of Alabama could be required to recognize same-sex marriages under the "full faith
and credit" clause of the U.S. Constitution; and

WHEREAS, on March 1, 1983 and June 19, 1996 the Attorney General of the
State of Alabama issued official opinions that "persons of the same sex may not legally
marry," and the 1983 Attorney General opinion further stated that "... marriage must be
defined according to its common usage as a legal union between a man and a woman
and, therefore, persons of the same sex cannot enter into marriage in Alabama.
Furthermore, a license issued for the marriage of persons of the same sex would be null
and void"; and

WHEREAS, the overwhelming body of law in these United States holds that a
"marriage" is a civil status, condition, or relation of one man and one woman united in
law for life, for the discharge to each other and the community of the duties legally
incumbent upon those whose association is founded on the distinction of sex; that it is
especially a status or personal relation in which the State is deeply concerned and over
which the State exercises exclusive dominion; and, it is a foundation upon which society
depends for its very survival; and
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WHEREAS, there is now pending in the Congress of the United States legislation
that, when enacted into law, will require that marriage be strictly between a man and a
woman; will deny federally granted benefits to the "spouse” in a purported same-sex
marriage; and, will allow states to ignore marriage licenses granted to same-sex couples
in other states; and

WHEREAS, God's law prohibits members of the same sex from having sexual
relations with each other.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Fob James, Jr., Governor of the State of Alabama, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of Alabama, and for
other good and valid reasons, which relate thereto, do hereby declare that same-sex
marriage is against the public policy and laws of the State of Alabama; that it is and shall
remain the public policy of this State that only a marriage between a man and a woman,
who are both otherwise qualified by law to marry, is valid in this State; and until all
judicial processes are exhausted, or until such time as the legislature acts on the question
of same-sex marriages, no license shall be issued by any probate judge or any other
person purporting to be authorized to issue such license in any county of this State for
the marriage of persons of the same sex; it being the public policy and the law of this
State to recognize only the union of a legally qualified man and a legally qualified
woman as a valid marriage. A marriage in another state or foreign jurisdiction between
persons of the same sex, regardless of when such marriage took place, shall not be
recognized as a valid marriage in this state and shall produce no civil effects nor confer
any of the benefits , burdens or obligations of marriage under the laws of the State of
Alabama,

It shall be the responsibility of all officers and employees of all departments,
agencies, boards, commissions, authorities, task forces, and divisions of the executive
branch of State Government, and all political subdivisions thereof, to comply with and
enforce the terms and provisions of this Executive Order.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that this Executive Order shall become effective
immediately upon the Governor's signature and shall remain in effect until amended or
modified by the Governor.
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DONE AND ORDERED this _ 29th day of August,

Attested:

Qe  Bosuze

Jim Be(y\’nett

Secretary of State

1996.

ob James, Jr.
Governor



